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THE SPEAKER (Mr M.W. Sutherland) took the chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY — AMENDED SEATING PLAN 
Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr M.W. Sutherland): Members, I advise that I have approved an amended seating plan for 
the government side of the house. 

HON ERNEST FRANCIS BRIDGE 
Condolence Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Hon Ernest Francis Bridge and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

In moving that motion, I add that many members of his family are present here today.  

Ernie Bridge’s remarkable achievements stand as a testament to his vision, determination and charm, and a 
special ability to work with all people. He was one of the most popular and respected members of this 
Parliament, and such was his impact that his name is synonymous with the Kimberley region of this state, the 
region in which he was born and raised, and which he served so admirably.  

The first of seven children, Ernie was born on 15 December 1936 in Halls Creek, Western Australia. His father, 
Ernest Kimberley Bridge, and mother, Sarah Parnell, were both from stations in the Kimberley and were living 
on their own pastoral lease when he was born. Ernie was educated at Derby Primary School and also by 
correspondence, with his mother helping to instil skills in reading and writing. Even as a very young boy aged 
five or six, Ernie was involved heavily in the farm’s work on the land, riding a stock horse and mustering cattle. 
He fondly records this period of growing up and working with his family. Later, he used his skills as a jockey, 
riding his first winner at the age of 15, and winning the Halls Creek Cup in 1955. At around this time, Ernie’s 
love of music began to shine, with his guitar a regular companion along stock routes.  

In 1960, Ernie married Mavis Granger, and in time they became parents to two sons and two daughters. In 
addition to his pastoralist pursuits, Ernie Bridge’s varied career included working as a small business man, with a 
family-owned shop in Halls Creek, and a service station purchased in partnership with his wife. He was also an 
airline agent, and operated an open-air picture theatre in Halls Creek.  

Following the sudden death of his father in 1962, Ernie took on the management of the family property, Koongie 
Park. At that point, Ernie also decided to enter public life. His father at the time of his death was on the Halls 
Creek shire council, and Ernie was persuaded to nominate for his father’s vacant seat. Within three short years, 
in 1965, Ernie was elected as shire president, and he held that position until 1979. Ernie was active in issues 
surrounding Aboriginal land. He was a foundation member of the Aboriginal Lands Trust in 1972. He was also a 
foundation commissioner of the Aboriginal Land Fund Commission from 1975 to 1980, and, following his 
election to this Parliament, he was chairman of the Aboriginal land inquiry liaison committee. Between 1975 and 
1976, Ernie was appointed a member of the Laverton Royal Commission, which investigated police treatment of 
Aboriginal people in the Laverton area, including the Skull Creek incident of 1975, in which police clashed with 
a number of people. These people were later found by the commission to have been arrested without cause.  

Ernie’s path to the Legislative Assembly was far from easy. The Labor Party invited him to contest the seat of 
Kimberley, but the election in February 1977 was marred by an uncommon level of rancour and an accusation of 
underhanded tactics. The sitting member, Alan Ridge, emerged the victor by just 93 votes, but Ernie successfully 
appealed to the Court of Disputed Returns to have the result overturned. A fresh election was ordered and 
provided another close result, with Alan Ridge being returned once again by 84 votes. 

Ernie waited until the state election in February 1980, when he achieved an absolute majority, to be confirmed as 
the member for Kimberley. He held the seat comfortably at the next five elections, including running as an 
Independent Labor candidate in 1996. That he persevered in the face of significant and sometimes ferocious 
early challenges to his candidacy, often related to issues of race, is a tribute to his courage and determination. He 
might have become disillusioned, but these events seemed only to make him more focused on prevailing. 

As the first Aboriginal member of the Western Australian Parliament, Ernie was immediately noteworthy, but 
this by no means was the limit to his contribution. His inaugural speech in this house raised many issues in 
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relation to the experience of Indigenous people; it makes sobering reading. The speech was made on 
7 August 1980, which is not so long ago, and we can all be thankful that a lot has changed since that time. 
Through his own example and through his actions, Ernie promoted significant changes towards equality, but we 
are reminded that so much more can still be done. 

In 1986, Ernie became the first Aboriginal person to be a minister in any Australian government. He was first 
appointed as Minister for Water Resources, the North-West and Aboriginal Affairs. Later he was responsible for 
small business and agriculture. Ernie strongly advocated the interests of farmers and those in regional areas. He 
was also an important factor in promoting initiatives to recruit and train Aboriginals to serve in the police force 
as regular police officers—measures drawn from the recommendations of the Laverton Royal Commission. 

Over time, Ernie was most strongly identified with water issues. As minister, he established the rural water 
strategy, which helped thousands of farmers access a stable water supply. Most famously, he held an unwavering 
belief that water should be piped south from the Kimberley to address the water problems faced in this part of 
the state. He was able to think on a large scale and showed determination to continue presenting ideas, even 
when there was strong opposition. When he left Parliament, he claimed that he would have needed just six more 
months as a minister to oversee the commencement of this massive project. It was not to be—sounds familiar. 

After Parliament, he established Unity of First People of Australia, a not-for-profit organisation working to 
promote health awareness, and employment and training for young Aboriginal people. His many political 
achievements aside, Ernie was a man of wide-ranging talents. He obtained a pilot’s licence and purchased a 
Cessna, which transported his family and helped him meet his commitments throughout the south west. Ernie 
was also a renowned country and western musician who recorded numerous albums, including while a member 
of Parliament, and continued to perform with his sons, particularly in the Kimberley, in the years that followed. 
Memorably, the last time he spoke in this place, he brought a guitar into the chamber and sang one of his songs 
as part of his valedictory speech. 

Ernie’s many achievements were acknowledged by numerous awards and honours. In 1984, he was inducted into 
the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame, which honours pioneers of the Australian outback. He was also 
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in 1993 for service to the Western Australian Parliament and to 
Aboriginal affairs; the Centenary of Federation Medal in 2003; and the Governor’s Award for Regional 
Development—part of the citizen of Western Australia awards—in 2004. In 2012, Ernie became a Member of 
the Order of Australia for service to the Indigenous community, particularly through support for health 
management programs, and to the Parliament of Western Australia. 

Members may be aware that Ernie’s wife, Mavis, passed away in 2009. They may also be aware of his battle 
with asbestos-related diseases—malignant mesothelioma and asbestosis—which ultimately claimed his life. 
Ernie considered that his exposure to asbestos occurred during his time as a minister when he oversaw the 
winding down of Wittenoom. Before his death, he launched legal action seeking damages for personal injury and 
loss suffered through exposure to asbestos. The outcome of these proceedings remains to be seen. 

Without doubt, Ernie was a pioneer for Indigenous people, but his influence proved to be much more than that. It 
is a testament to his character that he was liked and respected by all sides of politics. This was no small 
achievement, given his career coincided with some of the more volatile periods in our state’s political history, 
but it certainly reflects the esteem in which he was held. His death marks the loss of a great man who will be 
remembered with admiration for his significant contribution to the progress of our state.  

In my experience in this Parliament, I have not known any other member who was so popular and well regarded 
by members on both sides of the house. I think that is a great credit to Ernie. However, I have to say that he was 
not always easy to track down! He had a walkabout spirit. I can remember many times sitting on the Liberal side 
of the house when Ernie, as a Labor member and then as a Labor Independent, would come across to me and 
invariably say, “Colin, you don’t need me anymore. Is it all right if I just slip away?” I would say, “Of course, 
Ernie. Off you go—you’re right!” Ernie must have been for the Labor Party the Labor Party Whip’s worst 
nightmare. He was terribly hard to keep contained within this place; obviously he was a man of open spaces.  

On behalf of all members of this house, I express my condolences to Ernie Bridge’s children, Kim, Noel, Cheryl 
and Beverly, and their families on the passing of a truly outstanding Western Australian.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [2.10 pm]: I join the Premier in rising to 
participate in this condolence motion to Hon Ernie Bridge, who was a member of this house for 21 years, and to 
pass on my regards to his family, friends and supporters across Western Australia.  

Ernie Bridge was an amazing man. The more I read the amazing volume of material written about him and the 
material that he produced via Hansard, I realise what an amazing character he was. He had so many friends and 
so many supporters who were prepared to put on paper his achievements. He was larger than life and a very well 
respected figure in Western Australia. One could summarise Ernie as follows: he was a devoted husband, father 
and grandfather; a successful small business man with a range of businesses; an elected councillor and shire 
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president; a member of Parliament and the first Aboriginal minister in Australia; a royal commissioner; a pilot; a 
country music singer who was world renowned; a jockey; and a fitness fanatic—as I learnt at his state funeral. 
He was a visionary and a big-picture thinker and, on top of this, someone who set a great example for Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people alike in Australia. When all of us think about how we got to this place and the things 
we had to overcome to become a member of the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia or, for those who are 
or have been ministers, to become a minister in this place—I refer to all of the obstacles and things we had to go 
through in life to get here and to rise up through this place—imagine how much tougher it would have been to 
achieve all of those things that I just mentioned in a lifetime had we been born on a Kimberley station in the 
mid-1930s.  

Ernie Bridge was born in 1936. He was the first of seven children. He was a natural horseman and apparently 
was in the saddle as a three or four-year-old working on pastoral stations around the Kimberley, many of which 
were his family interests. I am told he did a bit of schooling in Derby but most of his learning was self-taught. 
He worked with large groups of workers in the pastoral industry. He learnt how to drive trucks at a young age, he 
drove stock to Wyndham and he built stockyards. He did all sorts of things throughout the Kimberley in the 
1940s, 1950s and 1960s.  

In 1962, upon the death of his father—who was the shire president of Halls Creek—Ernie took his spot on the 
council and was elected shire president in 1965. His enemies, comprising the squattocracy or some of the 
pastoralists of the region, made all sorts of awful and disparaging claims against him in order to prevent Ernie 
rising through the ranks in local government, including that he was illegitimate and also claiming that he was 
Aboriginal and therefore unable to be elected to the office that he held in Halls Creek. As was the case 
throughout his political life, Ernie defeated these attempts to defeat him and rose, as I said, in 1965 to be the 
shire president of Halls Creek. In his time as shire president of Halls Creek, he desegregated Halls Creek 
cemetery, which had had until that point in time an Aboriginal and a non-Aboriginal section, and provided 
quality drinking water for the shire; indeed, in his time as a minister, he provided the same for many 
communities across Western Australia. Over this period he took up small business, and the range of businesses 
he established or ran in Halls Creek with his wife, Mavis, was quite extraordinary; he built a wide and diverse 
range of successful businesses in Halls Creek.  

In 1977, he first ran as the Labor candidate for the Kimberley. He was unsuccessful against his Liberal opponent, 
but due to some of the irregularities in that election campaign, such as the seizure of some of the campaign 
materials and the harassment of some of his supporters—some of the harassment that went on against him and 
his supporters was quite extraordinary—a by-election was called by the Court of Disputed Returns. He, 
unfortunately, lost the by-election as well, although I note he picked up seven more votes in the period from the 
original election to the by-election held subsequent to that Court of Disputed Returns finding.  

During the lead-up to his election in 1980, he fought again for office, and his supporters—who were numerous 
and included some very recognisable names like Tom Stephens and Steve Hawke—had all sorts of efforts made 
to prevent them from assisting him; famously, Tom Stephens was jailed in Wyndham for his efforts to support 
Ernie in that election campaign. Some other disgraceful tactics were engaged in against the Aboriginal people of 
the Kimberley to prevent his election.  

In any event, he was first elected in 1980, and was re-elected in every election up to 2001—six or seven general 
elections. During the period between 1980 and 1986, he rose to become a minister in the government, holding 
portfolios in a wide range of areas—water; Aboriginal affairs; agriculture; the north west; and small business. As 
members can see, his ministerial portfolios were very much focused on country and regional communities. I 
have a copy of his first speech, which he delivered on 7 August 1980, and I read it this morning to see the sorts 
of things he said. Members have to remember that 33 years ago, although it was not a long time ago, times were, 
in many ways, different. I am going to quote from his first speech, which was made in an era before Aboriginal 
people had a right to their land. He said — 

Many people say the Aborigines want land rights and Europeans are thereby threatened. That is true, 
but if we look at the matter objectively and do not see it as a concession beyond some form of equity, 
where is the danger in it? The whole purpose of our planning structure should be to give people the 
opportunity to achieve equity, not to keep some as disadvantaged people. The Aboriginal people in the 
main have been disadvantaged, and I am sure no member here would dispute that. 

He made a plea back then, as we can see, for Aboriginal land rights.  

He also came into the house as a newly elected member for Kimberley, having run three times to get there, and 
no doubt he had a strong focus on ensuring that he was re-elected, which was natural; anyone from the 
Kimberley loves that region. He said this about the Kimberley in his first speech — 

I enter this House recognising that I have a responsibility to all members of the electorate; in other 
words, I guess it is fair to say that I enter this House clearly wearing two hats. The Aboriginal people of 
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the Kimberley are looking to me to project into this House an understanding of their problems and an 
understanding of their needs; they are looking to me to try to get the House to recognise their problems. 
However, just as I am committed to doing that, I fully appreciate that the Caucasian people of the 
Kimberley similarly expect from me that kind of representation. 

I make it clear to the House that I will do the best I can in the days to come to satisfy the people who 
have elected me to this position. 

As we know, over all those elections in which he was successful in the Kimberley, he represented people from 
all walks of life and all races across the Kimberley without fear or favour.  

He held a range of portfolios, including Aboriginal affairs; as we see, he had a passion especially to provide 
Aboriginal people with their land. He represented the north west portfolio, and, as we have learnt, there is a very 
strong argument that that was responsible for the illness that eventually took his life.  

He also held the agriculture portfolio. He is well known for underwriting the wheat crop with the then Premier 
Carmen Lawrence in 1992–93 and ensuring the future of our wheat farms in the wheatbelt of Western Australia. 
As Minister for Small Business, he had great empathy for people in small business, having run a range of small 
businesses himself. He was also Minister for Water Resources. His vision for water is well known and well 
documented; he pursued that for virtually his entire public life. He also, of course, had an amazing capacity to 
open public buildings across Western Australia. I learned at his state funeral that he has more than 180 separate 
plaques with his name on them the length and breadth of Western Australia, which is perhaps a record. I well 
remember as Minister for Education and Training going from room to room at Wyndham District High School 
and eventually arriving at a final room, a little classroom, and there on the wall was a plaque with Ernie Bridge’s 
name on it. I think, although I am not quite sure, that all it did was commemorate that he had been to that 
classroom! He has a documentary record of his achievements across the length and breadth of Western Australia. 
In his final speech to this house at one of the final sittings of the year 2000, he made quite a famous speech, 
perhaps his most famous. He said — 

I have always stood for ordinary Australians; in other words, the battlers. Whenever I have had half a 
chance in Parliament, I have made reference to the binding obligations placed upon us as politicians to 
remain strong. As I leave and other members enter the Parliament, I hope that members will remember 
these words: Never let go of the obligations we have to look after the interests of ordinary Australians 
because they make up Australia; they are Australians. Not only are they Australians, but also we are all 
Australians together.  

Ernie always seemed to have in his heart the desire to assist ordinary people, particularly those without much 
money or means, in particular those in his electorate of Kimberley and the regional areas of Western Australia. It 
was a famous speech. Sitting in the corner over there he made the famous speech. I have never seen it repeated 
and I doubt it had ever been done before in a Westminster democracy; he brought in a guitar and sang a song to 
the house, an extensive song, which I will not quote. It was a very impressive performance late in the evening, I 
remember, for those of us who were here then. It was probably the funniest moment I have enjoyed as a member 
of Parliament in this place.  

After he left the house, he established a range of organisations, including the Watering Australia Foundation and 
the Unity of First People of Australia, which was designed to assist Aboriginal people with employment and, I 
note, also to deal with health issues, in particular diabetes amongst Aboriginal people. He was awarded 
numerous medals and honours from the commonwealth and other organisations. He also spent a great deal of 
time looking after and helping his grandchildren, whom he loved dearly.  

My memories of Ernie are of an easygoing and relaxed fellow; he was always ready with a joke and quite easy to 
get along with. I was here for his final four years as a member of Parliament. I do not think that he knew exactly 
what my name was because whenever he saw me, he always called me “young fella”. I used to sit in the corner 
over here as deputy opposition Whip. As deputy opposition Whip, I can attest it was not an easy task with Ernie 
back in those years. However, at that point Ernie was an Independent Labor member, so in some ways he was 
not my responsibility, although he would often come up to me and ask what was going on and whether I would 
allow him to be on his way. I would say, “It’s up to you what you want to do. You can go on your way if you 
would like to.” He was a very fit man and the only man I have ever seen come into the chamber wearing a 
tracksuit. He used to wander around the building in his tracksuit because he did a lot of exercise. Sometimes 
when the house was not as full as it is now—I remember occasions back in those days when it was very empty 
for long periods and there would be only the person on their feet and the deputy opposition Whip in the house—
he would come into the chamber in his tracksuit. Perhaps standards were not the same in those days, Mr Speaker, 
in that members could come into Parliament with a tracksuit on; maybe we should move back to that era once 
again. 
The last time I saw Ernie was when he was unwell and I was invited by his very, very good friend Hon Tom 
Stephens to go and visit him in hospital in Nedlands or Claremont a couple of weeks before the recent state 
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election. We had a good talk and he was in great spirits. He said things to the effect of: “How are we going? 
Wishing you all the best.” He was obviously expressing his support for me and my colleagues, and I very much 
appreciated that. Even in his time of great illness, he was still focused on and worrying about the state and the 
Labor side of Parliament. 

I close by acknowledging Ernie’s family and friends who are here today, including Noel, who has come from 
Adelaide. I acknowledge Kim, Noel, Beverly, Cheryl and their families. I acknowledge Ernie’s siblings who 
have survived him, and I also acknowledge all his many friends from around Western Australia who hold him 
dear. He was a great Western Australian who achieved great things and who set a fine example for us all. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Pilbara — Leader of the National Party) [2.25 pm]: I, too, rise to support the condolence 
motion for Hon Ernie Bridge. I wish to do that by sharing with the house an extract from a speech by Susan 
Bradley, a leader herself from the Kimberley and a close friend of Ernie Bridge. This testimonial is the one that 
Susan Bradley presented at the state funeral. I wanted Susan to continue all day with her anecdotes and stories 
about Ernie Bridge, and I thought it would be valuable to share this with the chamber today. I therefore quote 
from Susan Bradley’s testimonial at Ernie Bridge’s state funeral — 

Some of the times with Ernie, the man I knew, I am going to share with you today—to give you an 
insight into the man who really put his beloved Kimberley on the state and national stage and made the 
Legislative Assembly seat of the Kimberley—not Liberal, not Labour but the Ernie Bridge seat. 

The Kimberley was, up until the seventies, safe Liberal and Ernie knew he had a fight on his hands 
when he went for labor pre-selection to contest the seat. However he was up to it—after all when he had 
the audacity to stand for the Presidency of Halls Creek Shire he had been challenged by the ruling 
pastoralists as ineligible on the grounds he was not only aboriginal but illegitimate. Eventually the 
Local Government Department found his parents’ marriage certificate, and established Ernie had been 
born in wedlock after all, and was therefore able to continue his Halls Creek Shire President’s role 
which he did with gusto for 16 years entering the State record books as the youngest ever Shire 
President, the first Aboriginal Shire President and the one who among many other ground breaking 
firsts, changed the cemetery by-laws to allow aboriginals to be buried along side non-aboriginal people. 

That is a great achievement in its own right. It continues — 

Ernie became a well known and much liked local by the time he decided to stand for state parliament. 
He got to, and organised a wide and successful campaign to enrol Kimberley aboriginals for the first 
time. It was 1976 and aboriginals (over half the population) were not enrolled and never had been. Ernie 
set out to change this. 

… 

There was no doubt in Ernie’s mind he wouldn’t be successful. Which of course he was … (after a very 
divisive and unsettling Court of Disputed Returns). 

That has been well covered in the house today. It continues — 

It wasn’t long after Ernie’s maiden speech in Parliament that he was back in Kununurra and came to 
visit me to ask about specific issues that farmers were having on the Ord. It was then I realised that 
Ernie transcended party politics—he was genuinely out for the best for the Kimberley. It did not matter 
whether one was aboriginal, non-aboriginal, public sector, private sector, old, young, liberal or labor. 
Ernie represented everybody and he was taking the Kimberley to Perth. He was going to get those in the 
south to listen to him. 

He became a firm friend. (and I might add the local Liberal party branches in Kununurra, Derby and 
Broome disappeared for over 12 years). 

… 

There would be a direct pathway to him—the Minister—and the public servants in the departmental 
juggernauts in Perth, would be circumvented. He wanted the public servants to find ways things could 
be done, and not reasons why they couldn’t. But this proved difficult. 

As Minister for Regional Development and the North West he was determined to decentralise decision 
making and formed the first Regional Development Councils to help the regions make their own 
decisions and overcome the perceived lack of understanding of Perth based government departments. 
These Development Councils still function today. 

It was in the late eighties that my husband and I were pioneering the live shipment of feeder steers to 
Indonesia. We had signed an agreement with the largest Indonesian co-operative to build a small 
abattoir near Surabaya and to supply cattle to them. We had modified an old Dutch blockhouse which 
we had turned into a small abattoir. We needed however to train local slaughtermen and butchers so that 
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when the local Indonesian farmers brought their fattened beast to the abattoir, it could be killed hallal 
… by the local newly skilled slaughtermen. Ernie as Minister for Agriculture, pulled out all stops. 
Through his Department he established a meatworks training group which flew to Surabaya to start 
teaching the agrian locals the basic skills they needed to establish their own vertically integrated cattle 
industry. This aid built bridges of friendship and mutual benefit to both Indonesian farmers and 
Kimberley pastoralists. Ernie was bent on forging good relations between East Java and Western 
Australia. He did this Ernie way! 

There were many formalities including a Memorandum of Understanding between the Governor’s 
office of East Java, the Western Australian Government and ourselves, Carlton Hill Pty Ltd. 

An impressive ceremony was organised in the Governor’s palace to mark the important occasion. When 
we arrived with Ernie at the Surabaya Airport, long black, Australian and Indonesian flag flying 
limousines met us to convey us to the awaiting red carpet and uniformed soldiers in front of the 
Governor’s residence. I was loving it—I think Ernie was also. The band played the Australian anthem 
followed by the Indonesian anthem. After speeches from the Governor and Ernie, and the local 
President, there was a flourish of signings at the official table with flash bulbs going off from the many 
photographers. Then Ernie and ourselves were presented with gifts of teak and gold inlaid boxes with 
red and gold ribbon by beautiful Indonesian girls with garlands of orchids. Ernie turned to Andy Munro 
and asked for his rather old and tattered black briefcase. Out of the briefcase he brought 3 … carved 
boab nuts and his Kimberley Country Band cassette tapes which he duly presented to a surprised 
Governor and the Municipal President and his Deputy. Ernie then asked for his guitar and he broke into 
a loud rendition of — 

The great song — 

Helicopter Ringer. The dignitaries were gob-smacked—soon they were all clapping and tapping their 
feet along with Ernie who followed with the Great Australian Dream and some Slim Dusty favourites. 
Everybody joined in. I don’t think anybody there had ever heard Australian country played live—not 
only live, but by a politician. They were delighted and we were invited to the Governor’s place for 
dinner that night where Ernie continued to entertain. 

Next day we went to the large supermarket complex to launch Carlton Hill beef. Nobody seemed 
interested in the speeches, they were just calling for more songs from Ernie. It looked so strange to see 
hundreds of Indonesian shoppers eating Western Australian barbequed beef satays while listening to 
Time for Tucker and Helicopter Ringer being belted out by Ernie on his guitar. 

Even many years later when Indonesian cattle buyers came to the Kimberley, they would ask where 
Ernie was and whether he was still singing. 

One of Ernie’s passions, I could even call it an obsession, was Water. Ernie would say Water is more 
precious than gold and in a country that is so short of water, we in Northern Australia had enough in our 
huge rivers, to supply the whole Nation. Not only that but a natural resource that is renewed annually 
with the Wet season. At present this abundant liquid gold runs out to sea. Whilst cities like Perth and 
Adelaide are on water restrictions and Governments are working out way to overcome these water 
problems nobody seems to have the vision that Ernie had. 

Ernie was made Minister for Water Resources. He immediately formed the Kimberley Water Resources 
Development Commission — and was determined to find a way to pipe … water through the parched 
Pilbara to Perth with a tap off to Alice Springs and Adelaide. He firmly believed, particularly after 
visiting Israel, Libya and California that technology would enable his Kimberley pipe dream to become 
a reality and that inland Australia and southern capital cities would benefit. However Treasury and 
bureaucracy did not share his vision or enthusiasm. Ernie became increasingly frustrated — as Chair of 
the Feasibility Study I did also and we experienced first hand the manacles of three year electoral 
cycles, Treasury and bureaucratic short sightedness. 

… 

Despite having big dreams to solve Australia’s water problems, Ernie never took his eye off his beloved 
Kimberley. I remember when Colin Barnett announced his Kimberley canal concept and Ernie told me 
that Barnett was the only big thinking bloke in the Liberal Party and what a shame the other[s] … didn’t 
get behind him. 

Whether I was organising Concerts at Carlton Hill to raise money for the Stockmen’s Hall of Fame, or 
the Carlton Hill Centenary for the Royal Flying Doctor Service, the Kimberley Country Band of Ernie, 
Noel and Kim, were the first to say they would come and entertain. To see Ernie on the stage … — 

Which was a cattle trailer — 
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with Dame Edna Everage and Slim Dusty, and the Mirriwung Gadgerong dancers, performing for 
hundreds under a Kimberley moon was what northern folk lore was all about 

Ernie sitting under a boab yarning with Mary Durack about the early days — being hugged by Ruby 
Doobalong who Ernie had helped get specialist shoes for her leprosy deformed feet, explaining to 
Princess Anne the cattle industry, fighting for dialysis machines for remote communities, supporting the 
Walkabout shop girls for better road access to isolated stations, helping small business in Fitzroy 
Crossing get a better mail service, singing and strumming his guitar at the Boab Festival, supporting the 
Shinzu Matsuri in Broome, or just being Ernie — a friend and much admired local personality and local 
member — these are just a very few of the treasured memories he has left us with. 

Ernie Bridge was a one-off. 

Australia, Western Australia and the Kimberley in particular are richer for his life. 

Mr Speaker, he was the youngest ever shire president in Western Australia; the first Aboriginal shire president; 
the first Aboriginal state member of Parliament in Western Australia; and the first Aboriginal cabinet minister in 
any Australian government. Rest in peace Ernie Bridge and thank you from a grateful state.  

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [2.35 pm]: I, too, wish to speak to this condolence motion for Ernie Bridge. 
As we have heard so far, Ernie was certainly someone of vision. He was a leader amongst men, a leader in the 
Kimberley, a leader amongst Aboriginal people and a leader in this Parliament. He is someone whose life made a 
significant difference to our community, the Kimberley community and the state of Western Australia.  

I was fortunate to be in the Labor caucus as a new member of caucus during Ernie’s last period in the Labor 
caucus. He was a former minister at that point and someone of standing within our caucus. Apart from all those 
firsts and all those achievements, Ernie was a genuine, good bloke. He loved to tell a story, he loved to have a 
laugh and he loved to share his wisdom with all of us. Sometimes his wisdom was not fully embraced by our 
caucus. I remember fairly early on when I first joined the caucus Ernie giving us a little story about how things 
came in cycles and that, “Whilst we were in opposition we may as well just get used to that for a little while; it’s 
a bit like the seasons, we would have our turn in opposition and then our turn in government, and it would go 
around and around and perhaps we shouldn’t get ourselves in too much of a lather or stress ourselves too much 
about it; we should take a more relaxed approach to caucus and the Parliament.” That was not a view embraced 
by a lot of people but it was about Ernie thinking things through and asking, “Why hit your head against a brick 
wall? If it’s not our time, it’s not our time.”  

Ernie was certainly a thinker; he thought through issues and how to get results. That is why I think he achieved 
so many things. He did not take just the standard approach; he thought a bit outside the box and he knew how to 
talk to people. He was incredibly persuasive. When Ernie entered a room and smiled he lit up the whole room. 
He had one of those contagious smiles. When Ernie asked, “How are you?” it was not just a cursory question or 
a matter of politeness or civility from which he just moved on and did not listen to the answer. If Ernie asked 
how you were he wanted to know how you were. He was interested in the answer. He was a great people person 
in that respect. He was genuinely interested in other people—us in his caucus and no doubt people in his 
community. I think that is what made him successful not only as a member of Parliament and a politician but 
also as a leader in the community. Ernie was someone who genuinely listened to people and thought things 
through and worked out a solution. He was not content to just leave things as they were.  

I had the privilege also of talking to Ernie about issues when I was a minister. He came and saw me and the 
Commissioner of Police on a number of occasions about his Unity of First People of Australia and about getting 
more Indigenous people into the police service. Ernie started a preliminary course to get Aboriginal people ready 
to pass the entrance requirements to the Western Australia Police Academy. That involved numerous 
requirements, including the academic and physical requirements. A lot of Aboriginal people had no experience 
of that. Too many Aboriginal people would apply to join the police service and fail the admission process. Ernie 
did not just jump up and down about it, he set in place a practical and positive program to make sure Aboriginal 
people who applied to join the police service stood the best possible chance of being accepted, and a program 
that supported Aboriginal people. Likewise, when I was Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Ernie knocked on not 
only my door, but also others in his usual persuasive way and talked to me and them about diabetes and what 
could be done in those communities to get better outcomes for Indigenous people. Post-politics, Ernie never gave 
up on working and getting results for the community, despite the fact that he had spent such a long time in local 
government and then in this house. He worked through the issues, he worked out which doors he needed to 
knock on and how he could get an outcome to get more Aboriginal police officers or how he could actually 
reduce the amount of diabetes or glaucoma or whatever issue he was taking up on behalf of the Aboriginal 
people in that community. People certainly recognise his big vision for watering Australia, building the canal 
and those types of bold visions, but perhaps not as many people in the community are fully aware of the huge 
range of smaller individual issues that Ernie took up. He was enormously successful at really making a 
difference to the lives of his fellow Aboriginal people. 
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As members have reflected, Ernie sang country and western songs and he gave some of the more entertaining 
speeches that I have heard in this house. He also spoke in this house with great passion on the abortion debate. 
He spoke very much from the heart on a number of occasions during that debate. His speeches were certainly 
well worth listening to. They were well thought out and came from the heart. Likewise, I was here when he sang 
during his final speech to this house when he brought in his guitar. Even when he did not have a guitar, Ernie 
told a good story. I think the stories were enhanced by the guitar playing but he certainly was entertaining. 

In conclusion, Ernie definitely made a difference. He was not only a leader amongst men, but also a very warm, 
genuine good bloke. He was someone whose company you could enjoy, and he was a thoroughly decent person 
whom I know will be missed by many people. I would like to add my condolences to his children, Kim, Noel, 
Bev and Cheryl, and to the very many loyal staff members in his electorate office and ministerial office. I 
know that he remained friends with those people well past his life in politics. I express my condolences to them 
all and commend the life of Ernie Bridge as one that really made a difference to our community in Western 
Australia. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Deputy Premier) [2.43 pm]: I start by acknowledging all Ernie’s family and 
friends in the gallery. It is good also to see Tom Stephens here. Tom was a good mate of Ernie’s and was quoted 
extensively at the funeral, including by the Governor. Well done for that, Tom. Ernie was obviously a very good 
friend of yours. 

I was here for the last four years of Ernie’s time in Parliament and had the great opportunity to be here when he 
played the guitar. It was an amazing event. I used to go out of my way to make sure that I came into the chamber 
whenever Ernie was on his feet. As members have said, he was greatly entertaining, but also there was a lot of 
wisdom in his words. It was well worth listening to Ernie and what he had to say. I always felt a strong affinity 
to Ernie because we both came from the Kimberley. My family had been there at the same time as his and my 
father was a stockman about the same time that Ernie was a stockman. I never knew that until recently and I 
wish I had asked him whether he knew my family when he was there. My grandfather, who lived in Derby, was 
asked by the Labor Party to run for the seat of Kimberley two or three elections before Ernie actually won it. I 
am told my grandfather used to be secretary of the police union in Fremantle, so they thought he was a strong 
Labor supporter. They did not know that my grandmother wore the pants, and if she said they were Liberal 
supporters, then they were Liberal! Who knows, things might have been different if he had agreed to run, but I 
do not think he would have won in those days as he was not known in the same way that Ernie was in the north 
west—but we might have been involved.  

We also shared other similarities, including our portfolios. I managed two portfolios for which Ernie had also 
been minister; that is, Aboriginal affairs and water. In particular, as Minister for Water Resources I had a fair bit 
to do with what Ernie had done, and I got to run the farm water grants scheme. I actually spent a lot more money 
than Ernie did, but he was the minister who was famous, mainly because he pioneered that program. He had 
taken something that was a tiny program in the Water Corporation and turned it into something of his own by 
significantly increasing funding and going out and working with the farmers to make sure they had a water 
supply—and, of course, there were the plaques! At the funeral we talked about the plaques. I thought that Ernie’s 
name was on something like 120 plaques, but there were more like 180! The story in the Water Corp was that 
Ernie would go to any opening. If a toilet was to be commissioned, Ernie would be ready to go to its opening, 
because he was responsible for supplying the water to that toilet! At each of those openings, Ernie would take 
along his guitar and sing a song and make it a much more informal opening than I was ever able to do. Ernie 
looked at bringing water from the north, but as he found from the bureaucrats, cost was the major issue. I do not 
know whether the figures were accurate or not, but the Water Corporation said that the cost of getting that water 
to Perth was about $3.60 a kilolitre, and at the same time it cost about 50c a kilolitre to get it from the dams. 
When we came to government, the numbers just did not stack up—it is not to say that the figures we were given 
by the Water Corp were necessarily accurate; anyway, history shows that it did not go ahead. 

One area in which I hope I do not follow in Ernie’s footsteps concerns Wittenoom. Ernie was involved in the 
study of Wittenoom as the Minister for the North-West, and with starting the process of closure. When we were 
in opposition, Larry Graham was the chair of the Select Committee on Wittenoom, which I think was initiated by 
a Labor government to look at the closure of Wittenoom. I was up there with Larry Graham walking over those 
tailings in Wittenoom. As we know, Ernie suffered from asbestos-related diseases, including mesothelioma, 
which was a terrible sadness.  

It was amazing to hear people speak at the funeral, which was a fantastic event at which I was very pleased to 
represent the Premier, who was attending the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. There was an 
amazing turnout with a vast number and variety of people from all walks of life. Members from both sides of this 
house were very proud that we were able to provide a state funeral for Ernie, which he absolutely deserved as a 
wonderful Australian.  

I am sorry, Kim, I forgot to mention another similarity with Ernie: we each have a Kim in our family!  



 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 7 May 2013] 215 

 

It was with great sadness to hear that Ernie had departed and certainly in the way that he did, because I am sure 
he had a lot more to offer. I worked with him through the Water Corporation, and also, as the member for 
Midland mentioned, on Ernie’s proposal for diabetes management. We in government and me as Minister for 
Health funded the program that saw him provide advice in remote communities on not only diabetes but a range 
of health issues. Ernie used to stress that diabetes was one of the consequences of the lifestyle that people were 
leading and it was no good managing diabetes, it was a matter of managing all those other aspects of wellness 
within a community to make sure that people do not get the end result, which is diabetes. Ernie was passionate 
about that, as he was in so many other areas of his life.  

I would like to pass on my condolences to the family and friends of Ernie Bridge. Members on both sides of this 
house thought a great deal of him and we wish all of you fond memories of your dad and your mate. Ernie 
deserves the greatest admiration of all of us.  

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [2.49 pm]: I also begin by acknowledging the family of Ernie, who are here 
today: his children, Noel, Kim, Beverly and Cheryl, and all the grandchildren, who represented the family 
incredibly well at his state funeral just a few short weeks ago. I also acknowledge Ernie’s wife, Mavis, who pre-
deceased Ernie in 2009. 

Ernie’s life has been well documented in the media and in the speeches that have been made today, particularly 
those made by the Leader of the Opposition and the Premier, so I will not repeat the extensive and proud history 
of Ernie’s life and career. What I would like to do is to reflect upon Ernie as an Aboriginal man who developed a 
public profile when he did. It is the fact that he was an Aboriginal man born in the 1930s that made his career so 
extraordinary; the Premier has already made the point that despite the fact that 1980 was not that long ago, so 
much has indeed changed since that time. 

Ernie’s public life began when Ernie’s father died suddenly in 1962, leaving a large hole in the local community, 
including on the Halls Creek shire council. Unsurprisingly, Ernie was persuaded to nominate for the vacancy. 
Looking back on our history, we all understand that in 1962 Ernie’s decision was always going to cause some 
local consternation. The station establishment at the time objected strongly to Ernie’s candidature, arguing that 
he could not take up the presidency of the council because he was an Aboriginal and, they claimed, illegitimate. 
Facing these racist objections, Ernie pushed on and, thanks to the records kept at the Registrar of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages, was able to prove that he was indeed born in wedlock and, despite the objections of the 
establishment, was able to take up the shire presidency. 

And so Ernie’s life as a trailblazer began, becoming the first Aboriginal person to serve on a local council in 
Western Australia, and the youngest ever shire president when elected to that role in 1965—a position he held 
until his resignation in 1979. The issues Ernie faced as shire president also reflect the extraordinary barriers that 
Aboriginal people faced as Ernie’s public profile was increasing. His fight to de-segregate the local cemetery has 
been referred to today and is just one case in point. 

Clearly, Ernie’s talents and skills were recognised by other tiers of government very early on. Ernie was a 
foundation member of the WA Aboriginal Lands Trust, served as the inaugural member of the commonwealth 
Aboriginal Land Fund Commission, and served as a royal commissioner, inquiring into the events at Skull 
Creek, which highlighted problems with the relationship between Aboriginal people and the police. It was this 
royal commission that led to the appointment of Aboriginal people as Aboriginal police liaison officers, and the 
history of that has been referred to previously by the member for Midland. 
With hindsight, it was almost inevitable that Ernie would eventually challenge that last bastion of Aboriginal 
exclusion, the state Parliament, and in 1976 Ernie accepted endorsement as the Australian Labor Party candidate 
for the state seat of Kimberley. In his account of the life of the late Rob Riley, the author Quentin Beresford 
outlined the challenges faced by Ernie in his quest to enter Parliament. I quote from Beresford’s Rob Riley: An 
Aboriginal Leader’s Quest for Justice. It states — 

The Court government’s push to marginalise Aboriginal people from the democratic process originated 
in the fallout from the 1977 state election and the bitter contest for the seat of Kimberley. At the time it 
was not compulsory for Aborigines to enrol to vote, and for some years the state Labor Party had been 
mobilising Aborigines to enrol in key seats. The Liberal Party watched this development with 
increasing concern, fearing the electoral repercussions of the growing number of Labor-leaning 
Aboriginal voters. Following the poll in the seat of Kimberley, the unsuccessful ALP candidate, widely 
respected local Aborigine Ernie Bridge, contested the result in the Court of Disputed Returns, alleging 
foul play by the Liberal Party. Mr Bridge’s allegations were later raised in State Parliament. The 
Liberals were accused of — 

As described in The West Australian — 
‘stand-over tactics deliberately designed to intimidate illiterate people to deprive them of their right to 
vote’. The allegations caused a furore. Subsequently, the Court of Disputed Returns declared the 
Kimberley poll void due to malpractice. 
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However, the behaviour of the conservative establishment only galvanised an already determined Aboriginal 
voting population, who delighted in Ernie’s belated election to state Parliament in February 1980. The 
establishment’s reaction to Ernie’s election was, however, quite vicious, leading to charges being laid and the 
arrest of some of the key people who had supported Ernie, an Aboriginal person, in securing and exercising their 
franchise—Steve Hawke, Jennifer Gardiner, Les Verdon and Tom Stephens. These charges, for alleged breaches 
of the Electoral Act—most for the offence of “persuading and inducing voters to apply for a postal vote”—were 
all eventually either dismissed by the courts or withdrawn by the prosecutors. However, those charged had been 
variously hauled off to local police station lockups across the Kimberley in Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek and 
Kununurra. The eventual long-serving ALP parliamentarian Tom Stephens had the pleasure of seeing the inside 
of Wyndham Work Camp for his troubles. Thus, Ernie achieved things with respect to Tom that many of us were 
not able to achieve.  

At the same election of February 1980, people associated with and supported by Ernie’s political opponents had, 
on election eve, taken a 45-gallon drum of port wine and delivered it to the Warmun community in Turkey Creek 
in an attempt to get the voters too drunk to vote at the election. The perpetrators were caught in the act of 
distributing the wine around what were then just rudimentary camp sites at Turkey Creek. So the scurrilous plan 
was foiled and every eligible voter in the Warmun community proudly voted at that election that day and their 
votes were part of a large winning majority that elected Ernie Bridge to Parliament. Of course, nobody was 
charged for this behaviour. As Susan Bradley said during her wonderful tribute to Ernie at his state funeral, this 
was not the Liberal Party’s finest hour. 

In Ernie’s first speech to Parliament on 7 August 1980, he recounted some of the challenges faced by Aboriginal 
people in the Kimberley attempting to vote. He stated — 

My first example is of an aged man who walked into one of the polling centres in the Kimberley for the 
purpose of exercising what he considered to be a vote in that election. Having arrived there, he was 
confronted with a barrage of questions, one being. “How old are you?” Not understanding the 
terminology in the Statute book which states affirmative or otherwise, he said he was an old man rather 
than answering the question. He was immediately ejected from the polling centre and told to go home.  

Further in Ernie’s first speech, referring to debate that had taken place earlier in Parliament that day prior to his 
first speech, he stated — 

We have heard today a number of comments about the irresponsibility and illiteracy of many of these 
people.  

Again, referring to his Aboriginal constituents in the Kimberley. He continued — 

Despite all these problems, these people want their true thoughts known. These people faced two 
elections and had to go before a Court of Disputed Returns and give evidence. They were subjected to a 
considerable amount of harassment by way of cross-examination. However, they pursued the whole 
process with bravery and considerable dignity to the point where at the end, at the last election, they 
went to the polling booths on their own to cast a valid vote.  

Members would have read about those people who chose not to go to the polling centre and applied for 
a postal vote, only to find they were carted away in a paddy wagon to explain the reason for their 
application. Perhaps that matter is something we can debate on some future occasion.  

Ernie had good reason to frequently recall to mind that he had been warned, specifically during a phone call 
from none other than the then state Premier, Sir Charles Court, after Ernie told the then Premier that he was 
going to accept Labor endorsement and the then Premier advised that politics can be very tough. As Ernie often 
said later, he had no idea how tough they were going to make it for him and his family, his friends and 
supporters.  

Ernie’s long parliamentary career has been well documented. His dedication to the people of the Kimberley was 
legendary. As was shown by his constant advocacy of the Kimberley pipeline plan, he clearly had an eye on the 
future challenges that our state would face.  

Something should also be said of the fact that Ernie left the Labor Party. Ernie was a man who challenged 
himself and never accepted the current orthodoxy. I have no doubt that it was this streak that propelled him 
towards his declaration of independence from the Labor Party. Without any rancour or angry scenes, with no 
dust-up or any great axe to grind, after he had worked the majority of his parliamentary years with the Australian 
Labor Party, Ernie decided he wanted to spend his final term as a Labor Independent. Basically, he had just had 
enough of caucus meetings and party discipline. Not many people leave the Labor Party well. However, Ernie 
did it as well as it could possibly be done. The absence of rancour was highlighted by the fact that the ALP did 
not preselect a candidate to run in the Kimberley against Ernie in 1996. Again, I will quote briefly from Ernie’s 
final speech, this time to Parliament in 2000. He stated — 
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I also thank the Labor Party because without it I would not have had the privilege of serving as a 
member of Parliament. I would not have achieved some of those magnificent goals and outcomes that I 
now reflect upon with great pride and purpose. It is often the case that people come into a political 
environment through the agency of a major party and then, for reasons that emerge in subsequent years, 
find time to contemplate criticism of that party. I feel that is wrong. We must always remember that 
despite the circumstances that might have evolved in recent times, the grassroots of our position must 
always be factored into the position of the party. The party gave us the opportunity to enter into politics. 
I put on the record my appreciation of the Labor Party and my thanks to it.  

Ernie’s two successors in the seat of Kimberley have both been Aboriginal women. Carol Martin was the first 
Aboriginal woman elected to an Australian Parliament in 2001. The second, Josie Farrer, is also, like Ernie, from 
Halls Creek, where she, too, served on the Halls Creek council and was the shire president for seven years, 
following the footsteps of Ernie Bridge on a pathway to the state Parliament and passing through gateways and 
doors which he was the first Aboriginal person to successfully open and which they, as strong Aboriginal 
women, have successfully kept open. 

To me, it was the battles that Ernie fought and the doors that he opened that brought me to the Labor Party. We 
all have our own stories that bring us to our various political parties and to the adoption of a particular ideology. 
The experiences of my father as a member of the stolen generation and as a senior public servant, the 
experiences that Ernie went through to get into Parliament and the professional time that both men spent together 
in Aboriginal affairs crystallised my belief in the importance of the Parliament and the importance of 
government. Certainly, I cannot fathom how difficult it must be as children of Ernie to travel around Western 
Australia and forge your own identity. I certainly know that as soon as I get north of about Yanchep, I am simply 
known as Cedric’s boy, not Ben Wyatt. No doubt, you are all known simply as Ernie’s boys and girls—and I 
share the pain that that can sometimes bring! 

There is a strong case for more permanently memorialising Ernie’s life and legacy. The state funeral was a fine 
and fitting, well-deserved tribute to his life. The eulogies, the condolence motion in the Parliament and the 
various obituaries have all helped paint the picture of Ernie. However, it is worth noting that there are just a 
small number of statues around Western Australia that secure, in the form of public art, the lasting memory to 
public legacy and community service. We have the statue of Russian Jack at Halls Creek and the statues in 
Broome that record the pioneers of the pearling industry. Down on Heirisson Island we have had the statue of 
early Aboriginal leader Yagan, in Kings Park we have a statue of Sir John Forrest and on the Terrace we have a 
statue of Sir Charles Court. It would be good for the state government to commission the production of, and erect 
somewhere either in Perth or in the Kimberley, a statue of Ernie Bridge that captures some of the many larger-
than-life and colourful and charismatic features of this man and his life. This would be a good investment in 
reminding us all and future generations that a life lived in dedicated service of the people of WA is a life worth 
remembering and emulating. It may indeed be something that the Western Australia Day committee can pursue. 

To Ernie’s family, I offer you my sincere condolences on behalf of the Wyatt family and in particular on behalf 
of my father, Cedric. Ernie was a great man whose contribution was felt far beyond the pastoral lease on which 
he was born. Be proud of his contribution and be proud of the legacy that he has left us all. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [3.02 pm]: I would like to add a few words to the condolence motion for 
Ernie Bridge. I would like to offer my condolences to his family. Unfortunately, I did not get to know many of 
his family members, but I did have, together with, I think, three colleagues on this side of the house, the great 
privilege of working with Ernie during his last eight years in Parliament. I found Ernie to be one of the most 
decent human beings I have ever met. I never, ever heard Ernie say a bad word about anybody. We had many 
conversations in the tearoom in the afternoon—that was one of Ernie’s favourites. Ernie did not particularly like 
spending a lot of time in the chamber listening to boring speeches that were made by many members at the time; 
he preferred to do other things in the building. But he did come into the chamber when there was an important 
speech to be heard or to be made, and he certainly made a contribution. 

Something that Ernie and I had in common, which we spoke about often, was the fact that we were both 
musicians. I am sure that Ernie was a much better musician than I. He was certainly a much better singer than I 
could ever be. Ernie had a good voice and he projected his voice very well indeed. He certainly entertained many 
people. 

On behalf of all the former members who left when Ernie left or who left afterwards, I pass on their condolences. 
Ernie was one of the favourites. Although Ernie was on the other side of the house from where I and my 
colleagues stood, he was one of the most favoured Labor members of the Liberals and, I would suggest, even the 
Nationals. I think the Nationals had a big heart in relation to Ernie, because Ernie was one of those people who 
engendered this wonderful wellbeing and good feeling towards his fellow human beings. Ernie will be very sadly 
missed by his family obviously, but also by his friends in the Kimberley in particular. Ernie will be missed by 
the many people who met him throughout his life. Meeting Ernie certainly has made my life better. I think that 



218 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 7 May 2013] 

 

everybody who met Ernie would say that he made their lives better. As I have said, Ernie never, ever had a nasty 
word to say about anybody. That is extremely unusual in politics—very, very unusual, I would suggest—but that 
is the type of person that Ernie was. He was a wonderful human being and a wonderful member of Parliament, 
and he will be sadly missed.  

MS J. FARRER (Kimberley) [3.05 pm]: I would like to pay my condolences to the Bridge family. A lot of 
things have been said today about Mr Bridge and his life in politics, and where he started from. It is a custom in 
Indigenous culture that we do not use the names of people who have passed on. So I will refer to him as 
Kuminjay Bridge. I have known Kuminjay Bridge for most of my life. His mother was also from the Gidja 
language group that I come from, and his dad was non-Indigenous. There was a big separation in how children of 
that sort of union were looked at. So it was not an easy road for him; I can understand that. 

What I remember most about Kuminjay Bridge is that in everything that he did, he always strived very hard to 
make Indigenous people recognised. At the same time, he was also working for everybody else in the community 
of Halls Creek, which he loved so much, and where he came from. He was elected to the Halls Creek Shire 
Council and served as a councillor from 1962 to 1979. During that time, when the referendum was held, 
Kuminjay Bridge walked and talked with people and made sure that people were registered on the electoral roll. 
That was one of his biggest achievements for Indigenous people. I would like to thank his family for the time 
that he took to work with a lot of our people. As I have said, Kuminjay Bridge was elected to the Halls Creek 
Shire Council and served there for a long time. Later, he ran for Parliament and moved to Perth to become the 
first Indigenous politician anywhere in Australia to serve in a ministerial portfolio.  

I would like to thank his children, Beverly, Kimberley, Noel and Cheryl, for the time that they spent with a lot of 
our kids in Halls Creek. Beverly spent a lot of time with my daughter. They were very good friends. So we got to 
know a lot of the family pretty well.  

I would also like to thank Kuminjay Bridge, and his family, for giving his time to address a lot of the issues and 
barriers that we as Indigenous people found too hard to face. When he ran for Parliament and became the first 
Aboriginal member of Parliament, and of cabinet as a minister, that was one of the most touching times for us as 
Indigenous people, because he was able to shatter stereotypes and perspectives about Indigenous people in 
Western Australia. I think that was one of the biggest barriers that anybody could have overcome, but he did it, 
and he did it with dignity, and I must say that I admired what he did. We as Indigenous people have found it very 
hard and we have struggled over the years to get to where we are and to do what we have done.  

Thank you, Kuminjay Bridge, for what you did and for the services that you gave to Western Australia through 
Parliament. 
Question passed, members standing. 

V8 SUPERCARS CHAMPIONSHIP 2013 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Tourism) [3.09 pm]: I rise to update the house regarding the 
very successful 2013 round of the V8 Supercars Championship in Perth—known as the Chill Perth 360—that 
was held at the Barbagallo Raceway in Wanneroo from Friday, 3 May to Sunday, 5 May. I am advised by my 
parliamentary secretary that large crowds enjoyed the event, and I understand that the estimated attendance this 
year was in excess of 46 000 people. Channel Seven and 7mate broadcast the event across Australia, and 
international coverage was provided to audiences in New Zealand, Asia and Europe. Short vignettes with footage 
of Perth and Western Australia were included with the television coverage to showcase what Western Australia 
has to offer. 
This year’s event involved minor upgrades to the raceway following the successful running of the 2012 event. 
Feedback from the teams this year was that the new facilities are absolutely world class. The Chill Perth 360 
included a new race format, with a 60–60 Super Sprint race on the Saturday. Craig Lowndes claimed a record-
breaking ninety-first career win in the opening race, overtaking Mark Skaife with 90 career wins. Red Bull 
Racing Australia dominated, with Jamie Whincup winning both races on the Sunday. Members may be 
interested to note that the event saw a great milestone for local Western Australian Garth Tander, who had his 
200th race start. A major coup for Perth was the appearance of Casey Stoner, who members may know is making 
the transition to V8 Supercars from Moto GP. Casey participated in the Dunlop Development Series at the event, 
which is only his second race for the season, and his participation drew a lot of attention. Casey is still getting 
used to four wheels and was placed twenty-first. In addition to the Dunlop Development Series, the event also 
had four support categories, which included V8 Utes, Touring Car Masters, Formula Ford and Saloon Cars. All 
patrons received free access to the support category paddock. 

Importantly for those who bought tickets to the event, the event organiser worked with the Public Transport 
Authority to again provide public transport as part of the ticket cost, and shuttle services between Clarkson train 
station and overflow car parking areas. 
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I am pleased to advise that the state government, through Tourism Western Australia, is contracted to support the 
V8 Supercars for another two years. The V8 Supercars is part of this government’s push to develop a 
comprehensive events calendar that has something for all members of the community and supports our claim that 
something is always happening in Perth and “Extraordinary Western Australia”. 

LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS 17 CONFERENCE — UNITED STATES VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [3.12 pm]: I wish to report on my 
recent visit to the United States from Tuesday, 15 Apri1 2013 to Friday, 19 April 2013 for the Liquefied Natural 
Gas 17 conference held in Houston, Texas. I had the privilege to address the closing ceremony of LNG 17, 
which I used to invite thousands of international delegates, exhibitors and petroleum industry representatives to 
LNG 18 in Perth, as well as to promote the state as a global supplier in the resource industry and the state’s 
potential exploration opportunities for LNG developments. The visit marked the handing over of Houston’s 
hosting duties to Perth for the LNG 18 conference in 2016. LNG 18 is expected to attract over 5 000 delegates 
and exhibitors and inject more than $50 million into the state’s economy. 

While in Houston, I spoke with business representatives of Chevron, ConocoPhillips, Halliburton, Hess and 
Technip on the commercial and emerging trends, the globalisation of LNG, the technologies used in hydraulic 
fracturing and the production activities in Western Australia’s basins. The meetings were to encourage 
investment and reinforce confidence in potential and current prospects in the state, as well as take the 
opportunity to personally liaise with the leaders of each company and provide feedback on the state’s regulations 
and policies. 

The state’s impressive petroleum industry statistics were also made well known—including that last year 
Western Australian oil and gas projects under construction or committed, and under consideration, were worth 
approximately $111 billion and $91 billion respectively; that Western Australia’s offshore oil and gas reserves 
currently exceed 140 trillion cubic feet of natural gas and 350 million barrels of oil; and that Australia aims to 
take Qatar’s number one spot as the world’s largest LNG exporter by 2016–17. Western Australia’s offshore 
LNG industry alone is expected to increase in the next five years, with five new projects valued at $120 billion to 
begin construction.  

These messages were well received, especially at a time when Western Australia’s emerging unconventional gas 
sector is gaining early momentum in the exploration and appraisal phase.  

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIVE SERVICES — RESIGNATION 

56. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I refer to the dismissal of the Commissioner of Corrective Services, Mr Ian Johnson.  

(1) Why did the minister not meet the former corrective services commissioner in the time prior to his 
sacking? 

(2) Who made the decision to sack the commissioner and what were the grounds upon which he was 
sacked?  

(3) Who informed the Public Sector Commissioner that Mr Johnson’s services were no longer required?  

Mr J.M. FRANCIS replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question.  

(1)–(3) I have very simple answers. Firstly, I believe the former commissioner took his four weeks’ annual 
leave just a number of days before the new cabinet was sworn in. As he was on leave for the first four 
weeks, I never had the opportunity to meet him. Secondly, in that time I essentially did a cold-eyes 
review of the department. I looked at a number of issues that I was concerned about and the direction in 
which that department was travelling. In consultation with my colleagues and government, we 
determined that we believed the Department of Corrective Services needs to change direction on a 
number of different issues. Thirdly, I was not in the room when the Public Sector Commissioner had the 
conversation with Mr Ian Johnson, so I would suggest that that question really needs to be directed to 
the minister for public sector management. 

COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIVE SERVICES — RESIGNATION 

57. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I have a supplementary question. I refer to the minister’s self-described “cold-eyes review” of this matter. What 
were the exact reasons for Mr Ian Johnson’s dismissal? 
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Mr J.M. FRANCIS replied: 
That is a question the Leader of the Opposition, as I have said, will have to direct to either the Public Sector 
Commissioner or the minister for public sector management. Let me tell members opposite: I had a number of 
issues, as I said, with the direction that the department was going. We have a number of different priorities that 
we want to take the Department of Corrective Services towards. I raised those issues with the Premier and with 
the Public Sector Commissioner. I was not part of the meeting; I was not in the room when the Public Sector 
Commissioner had the conversation with the former Commissioner of Corrective Services. 

BURST WATER MAINS — WELLINGTON STREET, PERTH 

58. Ms E. EVANGEL to the Minister for Water: 
Can the minister please update the house on the stretch of pipe along Wellington Street, in my electorate, which 
suffered three failures within two weeks, causing considerable inconvenience to motorists and residents, and the 
outcomes of any investigations into why the pipe failed?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Perth for the question and of course for her interest in the matter, because it is a very 
serious issue for her electorate when there was the level of disruption that occurred not that long ago when the 
pipe burst. It is important to re-acknowledge that the Water Corporation had a very quick response to the matter. 
As I said in the chamber during a motion led by the opposition, once the second pipe burst, the Water 
Corporation actually made a decision to replace the pipe and put in some temporary pipes for the residents who 
are serviced by the pipeline in that area. The pipe replacement is progressing very well, in conjunction with the 
City of Perth and, of course, Main Roads Western Australia. They are in the process of completing stage 1 of 
three stages. Stage 1 is the area to the north of Wellington Street between Havelock Street and Sutherland Street. 
Stages 2 and 3, which deals with the area along the south side of Wellington Street from Sutherland Street right 
through to Colin Street, will be worked on and hopefully completed in the coming weeks. It is important that we 
minimise the level of disruption. It is absolutely critical to the commuters who use that area. It is not just during 
the busy day; it is also times like the weekends. Last weekend the Black Sabbath concert was in town. Ensuring 
that we do not have disruption in those areas during those sorts of concerts is also important to the community, 
and of course we are carrying out a number of works at night-time.  

The house will recall that I did mention that assessments of the pipe were happening, and I think I made the 
public statement that there was some evidence of premature ageing of the pipe; the investigations into that have 
been completed. The Water Corporation initially believed that the pipe in question was around 50 to 60 years 
old, but further analysis suggests that the pipe may actually have been more than 100 years old. The Water 
Corporation research suggests that the pipe was actually relined in 1946, just post the Second World War. That 
was also following some work done to actually refurbish that pipe, when a concrete slurry was put inside it and 
something was drawn through the pipe to push it out to the sides. So, in fact, the records that were in place 
post the Second World War in 1946 were not good, and in fact showed some inadequacy in terms of the 
assessment of the pipes. It certainly is considerably older than was first thought. 

In light of this, the decision was made by the Water Corporation to roll out some new technology ahead of time; 
it is work it has been doing over the past 12 months or so and it has been trialling some broadband 
electromagnetic imaging technology that is put on the pipe in certain sections to actually get a scan, like we 
would have a CAT scan. It looks through the pipe to check the lining, to check the thickness of that lining and to 
actually get a formal assessment of the adequacy of that pipe. In fact, the Water Corporation is the first in 
Australia to license that technology, and it will roll that technology out into other streets in the CBD where it 
believes there may well be pipes it has concerns about. We do not expect there to be any serious problems. We 
responded to it quickly, we are bringing forward key technology to ensure that we do not have a repetition of 
those sorts of issues, and I think the public should have confidence in the Water Corp and its response.  

COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIVE SERVICES — RESIGNATION 

59. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the dismissal of the Commissioner of Corrective Services, Mr Ian Johnson. 

(1) Why exactly was he sacked? 

(2) Did the Premier direct the Public Sector Commissioner to sack the former director general of corrective 
services? 

(3) Why was the former Minister for Corrective Services, the member for Murray–Wellington, dismissed, 
and was this related to the dismissal of Mr Ian Johnson? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) For a start, Mr Johnson was not sacked.  
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Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: He was not; it is a fact. It is a fact. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is simply a fact; he was not sacked. There was discussion between him and the Public 
Sector Commissioner, and out of that — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: But was he willing to go?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Well, this is what happened. Out of that, it was agreed that he would leave, and he left. He 
was paid out according to his entitlements. No, I did not give any — 

Dr A.D. Buti: Constructive dismissal! 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I did not give any direction at all to the Public Sector Commissioner. 

In terms of the previous Minister for Corrective Services, after the election some changes were made to 
government — 

Mr M. McGowan: After eight months! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: — and there is absolutely no relationship between the appointment of a minister and the 
situation relating to Mr Johnson. 

COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIVE SERVICES — RESIGNATION 

60. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Premier, considering this decision has cost taxpayers $420 000, does the public 
not have a right to know why exactly Mr Johnson was let go? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
Well, he was not let go; he agreed to leave. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Look at the legalities. That is what happened, Mr Speaker. That is what happened, and I 
wish him well. He was paid out according to his contract and his entitlements — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Because you wanted him paid out! 

Mr M. McGowan: But why did he go? He didn’t want to go. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Well, he has gone—he has gone! 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You’ve made the bad decisions; you’ve got to tell us why!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I did not make the decision; he has gone. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is the truth. Mr Speaker, I think you can see from some of the recent debate that we 
are seeing a lot of activity in the corrective services portfolio; that is a good thing. The Leader of the Opposition 
did not ask this question, but can I say that his departure also was in no way related to the riot that took place in 
juvenile detention. 

AMBULANCE SURGE CAPACITY UNIT 

61. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Health:  
I understand there are initiatives to improve ambulance attendance at hospital emergency departments. Linked to 
this, can the minister please inform the house about the ambulance surge capacity unit and how this will impact 
on patient care?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I thank the member for the question. For the Minister for Water, I understand the problem; sometimes it is hard 
to tell whether we are 60 or 100! Sometimes there are good things about being Minister for Health and other 
times not so good. One of the great things has been just recently going down with the Premier and opening 
Albany Regional Hospital, which is just a fantastic hospital and one of the biggest outside the metropolitan 
region.  
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Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I was looking up there for the member for Albany. He is in the wrong spot; he has moved. 
One of the more challenging issues that I have had to deal with as minister has been the problem of ramping of 
ambulances at hospitals. It was bad under the Labor government. It improved initially under us, but since then it 
has steadily deteriorated and so now it is much worse than it was when the Labor Party was in government. The 
reason for this is that there has been a constantly increasing demand on our tertiary hospitals with a fixed number 
of beds available. Members would be aware that something over 1 000 people a week are coming to Western 
Australia. When we combine that with the ageing population, it goes some way to explain the difficulty in 
coping. The four-hour rule has improved things a lot, which is why we were able to improve things initially. But 
since that time it has not been adequate to deal with the number of patients presenting. St John Ambulance has 
proposed a new way of dealing with this issue that we, as a state government, support. We are putting in 
$200 000 of funding to undertake a trial over four months of a new unit, the acute surge capacity unit, at 
Hollywood Private Hospital. There will be 15 beds available and it will be staffed by a combination of registered 
nurses, paramedics and an experienced general practitioner.  

Mr D.J. Kelly: Whose idea was it—St John’s or yours?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes, it was St John Ambulance’s. It is very strongly supported by the union, I might add, 
which was there at the launch today.  

Mr D.J. Kelly: Was it your idea?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: No, it was not my idea, but it is a good idea. I had discussions with St John’s about how it 
would operate and we were strongly supportive. It required funding from government. We are happy to provide 
that and we will work closely with St John Ambulance. Members will recall that when we came to government, 
St John Ambulance was under severe pressure through lack of funding over a number of years. This government 
significantly increased its funding and enabled it, despite the ramping that we see, to provide a service far better 
than it had been able to provide under the previous government. Those emergency cases will still go to the 
emergency department as they have done before, but lower category cases will go to the new unit. As we are 
coming into flu season, it may well be people with flu symptoms, particularly those with chronic disease and 
those from nursing homes who do not need immediate tertiary hospital treatment, who will instead go to this 15-
bed unit for treatment. Some will be discharged and go home once their issues are resolved. Some will be sent 
home with the support of Silver Chain and some during the rest of the day will be sent to the hospitals.  

Remember that ramping tends to be in surges. If we had an even presentation all day to the hospitals, they would 
probably cope, but we often get a large number of ambulances coming at once to a hospital. These units will be 
open seven days a week from 10.00 am to 10.00 pm. Patients will not be kept overnight. They will be sent on to 
the hospitals before the closure of that unit each night and the unit will start again the next day. This will be a 
great addition. It will significantly reduce pressure on our hospitals and at the same time provide much better 
quality of care for patients; instead of being stuck outside hospitals in ambulances they will have quality care in 
beds with staff able to look after them in much better conditions. That will be a far better way to look after 
patients than we have been able to do previously.  

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIVE SERVICES — REVIEW 

62. Mr P. PAPALIA to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I refer to the cold-eyes review to which the minister referred during this question time.  

(1) Who in the department gave the minister the information for this review?  

(2) What particular findings from this cold-eyes review disturbed the minister?  

(3) Who in the Premier’s office did the minister discuss his cold-eyes review with?  

Mr J.M. FRANCIS replied: 
(1)–(3) In the past six weeks I have met many people from the Department of Corrective Services. In the first 

four weeks — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Just not the boss! Not the CEO! 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: I did not meet the commissioner in the first four weeks.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: I met with the acting commissioner, Heather Harker. I have met with a lot of deputy 
commissioners. I have asked a lot of questions, as members would expect a new minister to do, across a range of 
issues to do with the management of that department and to do with the direction the department was heading in. 
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I cannot possibly name right now every single person whom I have met in the Department of Corrective Services 
in the first four weeks. But let me tell members that I met many people, from prison officers up to the acting 
commissioner, and I had lots of conversations and lots of incoming ministerial briefings and I asked lots of 
questions. 

What was the second part of the member’s question? 

Mr P. Papalia: What were the findings in the minister’s cold-eyes review that disturbed him? 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: As far as the directions, I believe — 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time! 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: The direction in which I and the government believe Corrective Services should travel is 
pretty easy. We need to concentrate efforts in two areas; firstly, in intervention when it comes to the most 
vulnerable and most likely offenders in society. The member would have read my comments about how I am 
trying to find savings in other parts of the department to invest money in those prevention strategies. Secondly, I 
also believe that when a prisoner leaves the corrections system, they should be as job ready as possible so that 
they can land on their feet when they get out of jail. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: It is so that when prisoners leave the corrections system, they can land on their feet and 
have the best possible chance we can give them to make a meaningful contribution to society and to not 
reoffend. So, it is pretty simple, member for Warnbro. I have two priorities on which I think we need to change 
direction and into which we need to put more resources. There are some great programs out there at the moment 
that already address some of these issues, but I think they deserve a bit more effort and a bit more resources, and 
that is the direction to which I want to see the corrections system change. 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIVE SERVICES — REVIEW 

63. Mr P. PAPALIA to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I have a supplementary question. Did the former Commissioner of Corrective Services not agree with the 
minister’s two policies? 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS replied: 
As I said in answering the Leader of the Opposition’s question, I was not in the room when the Public Sector 
Commissioner had the conversation with the former commissioner. 
Mr P. Papalia: How do you know he’s not the right man to lead the department forward? 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: I was not in the room when the Public Sector Commissioner had the conversation. I do not 
know how more obvious and clearer I can make that. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Belmont! 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Butler, I call you 
to order for the second time. 

POLICE — SOUTH EAST METROPOLITAN POLICE DISTRICT — COMMUNITY SAFETY 

64. Mrs G.J. GODFREY to the Minister for Police: 
As the minister knows, crime in my electorate of Belmont is an ongoing issue for my constituents. With this in 
mind, can the minister please advise the house what the Liberal–National government is planning to do to 
improve community safety in the south east metropolitan police district, and what are some of the policing issues 
people have raised in the area? 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY replied: 
I thank the member for Belmont for the question. 

As the member for Belmont is aware, her electorate is within the south east metropolitan district, and that district 
stretches from Burswood all the way through to Armadale encompassing also — 

Dr A.D. Buti: It’s a big district, a big area. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Member for Armadale, I have recently sent you a letter. 
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Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Right! It would be good if members allowed the minister to try to answer the question. There 
are further questions that members can ask so let the minister answer this question.  
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Just to address the interjection of the member for Armadale, I recently sent him a letter 
offering him a full briefing on how policing occurs in his area, and I hope he takes me up on it, because some of 
the utter nonsense that he mentioned on the radio proves to me that he has no idea about how policing occurs in 
his precinct.  
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member! 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The south east metropolitan district does indeed present some policing challenges. It 
accounts for 19 per cent of total reported crime for the metropolitan area. Our response to that as a government 
was to commit $282 million during the election campaign to provide additional resources to police. This will 
account for 550 additional police officers in a targeted approach. Sixty-seven million dollars of that will go 
towards infrastructure upgrades to allow for expansion of police infrastructure to house these officers.  
Dr A.D. Buti: But you said that’s not important.  
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I am pleased to have the member for Armadale’s interjection because I would like to 
remind him — 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. Minister, can you please answer 
the question that was posed to you, and if the member for Armadale wants to ask a question, he can ask a 
question. I do not want this banter between you and the member for Armadale. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I think a very interesting proposal has been put forward. The member for Armadale has 
been out in the community recently advocating for a 24-hour police station in Armadale. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! Minister, I ask you to answer the question that was asked of you and 
not to engage in banter with the member for Armadale. If the member for Armadale wants to ask you another 
question he can do so, so please answer the question. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I was actually trying to highlight that our government has made a commitment — 
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time.  
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Our commitment was for $67 million to help accommodate infrastructure upgrades, 
particularly through the south east metropolitan corridor, to allow for accommodation for our officers as part of 
our growth program for our police force. The electorate indeed endorsed our law and order commitments 
resoundingly in the election, because our law and order commitments were fashioned around our community 
consultation across various regions of the metropolitan area and the state. We responded to what the community 
was calling for. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: You didn’t respond to what Butler was calling for—a 24-hour police station. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler! 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: It is quite important that I address this myth that a 24-hour counter service will help solve 
crime—the issues of crime and law and order—in people’s districts. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The member for Armadale might actually want to get his facts straight before he tweets 
that the station is closed. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Butler! Member for Armadale! Can the minister please answer the question and 
get back to the point, and if those members want to ask further questions they can. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Some members in this place seem to think that having a 24-hour counter service at a 
police station will somehow improve police response times. When people need police officers in this state — 
Several members interjected. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I am absolutely addressing the question of the member for Belmont. The member for 
Belmont asked me what our government is doing about improving policing in the south east metropolitan 
district, and I am trying to say what we are doing. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: We are committed to improving police response times and that is not linked in any way, 
shape or form to providing additional customer service hours in 24-hour police stations. When people need 
police — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: When people need police they can call 000 or 131 444 and — 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order now for the third time; we cannot hear a word that the 
minister is saying. And minister, can you please wind up your answer? 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: A person calls for police and the police come to the person who has called for their 
assistance. That is the service that we are trying to provide and that is why we are increasing our police strength 
by 550 officers. Just to set the record straight, Cannington Police Station, which is the 24-hour police station for 
the south east metropolitan area, was closed over the weekend while we increased our generator capacity to 
ensure that we have electricity generator backup support should there be a power failure, so that the south east 
metropolitan district could still run from the Cannington 24-hour police station. As part of this staged closure of 
that police station, so that we could better fit it to cope with the demands in south east metro, we transferred the 
24-hour district offices to the Kensington Police Station over the weekend so that there was still a 24-hour police 
station in the south east metropolitan district. To be clear, 24-hour policing occurs out of every police station in 
our metropolitan area. But the counters are not open because when people need police, they call for them. They 
do not go running to a police station and knock on the door.  

To finalise, I would like to say that we were very forthright in our commitment to police and capital investment 
during our election campaign. What did the Labor Party commit to in the south east metropolitan area? 

The SPEAKER: Minister, can you please wind this up.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Minister, I think you have had enough time.  

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I have one more sentence.  
The SPEAKER: One more sentence and that is it. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: We committed to police officers and bricks and mortar; members opposite committed to 
raise with the police commissioner the possibility of expanding the Armadale Police Station.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Where are your police in schools?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call to you order for the second time.  

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX DISTRIBUTION 

65. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 
I refer to Tony Abbott’s reported comments on 22 April that the leaders of Victoria, New South Wales and 
Queensland were in talks with Western Australian Premier Colin Barnett on GST distribution.  

(1) How many meetings have taken place involving the Premier with other states to specifically discuss the 
GST distribution?  

(2) How are these talks progressing?  

(3) When can WA expect a larger return on its GST as a result of these talks?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) There have been no, if you like, formal talks between the Liberal Premiers, other than the fact that at 

each Council of Australian Governments meeting the Liberal Premiers have breakfast together.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: And a cigar!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: That’s it. That’s what Tony Abbott was talking about—breakfast? 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The immaturity is spectacular.  
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The GST issue has obviously had a very high profile across the country for several years. The Treasurers 
discussed it and there have been discussions among Liberal Treasurers and among Liberal Premiers, but formal 
meetings have not been set up specifically for that purpose.  

This state government has said we think a share of 75c in the dollar is fair. Bear in mind when we talk about the 
Liberal states, Western Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland, we are talking about 90 per cent 
of the Australian population and 90 per cent of the Australian economy. Those four states’ Premiers and 
Treasurers have broad in-principle agreement that the GST should progressively change so that most of the 
money is allocated on a per capita basis. That would suit Western Australia, and we have also made the point 
that that could be put in place through a transition over a 10-year period when no state would miss out.  

For years Western Australia was a net beneficiary, but never to the scale it is now. This state is losing more than 
$2 billion a year. We accept that Western Australia is a more prosperous state. We accept that we can contribute 
to Tasmania, South Australia and the Northern Territory. We do not accept that this state alone should carry the 
others. Indeed, the commonwealth should take responsibility for its territory, the Northern Territory.  

At least Tony Abbott listens and understands the debate. The Prime Minister —  

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: At least he understands it; at least he talks about it. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have had discussions with him recently. At least he understands the issues involved. If 
this country is to achieve its potential, we cannot hold back the prosperous states—the prosperous and growing 
economies, industries and regions. A policy that makes the smallest states dependent on public expenditure is not 
in their long-term interest. At least Tony Abbott grasps that. Julia Gillard will not even talk about it.  

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX DISTRIBUTION 

66. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. I refer to the Premier’s quote that the Liberal Treasurers and Premiers have a 
broad in-principle agreement that the goods and services tax will be progressively changed. The Victorian 
Treasurer was quoted as saying on 23 April that “Any fair changes to GST will see Victoria receive more, not 
less, GST funding.” Does the Premier anticipate Western Australia will receive higher GST returns as a result of 
his breakfast with the Liberal Treasurers and Premiers? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

The GST distribution dates back to the 1930s. It may well have served the country — 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The distribution through the Commonwealth Grants Commission—it is good to see that 
the member is on the ball! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I call you for the first time and the member for Victoria Park for the 
third time. Can members now let the Premier answer the question. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The grants commission process dates from the 1930s. It may well have served Australia 
well during those formative decades but it does not serve this country well now. It is a mysterious black box and 
is dysfunctional. No-one understands it or can logically defend it. It is time for a modern Australia in the twenty-
first century to move to a more simple system. GST is paid to the states. Therefore, it seems to me that the 
logical starting point is to allocate the pool of GST collected on a population basis. It should simply go to where 
the people are. If $4 billion or $5 billion is taken out of that $50 billion pool, we can look after the smaller states. 
I ask rhetorically: Why should Queensland suddenly get a boost in its GST share? Why? 

In the current financial year, Western Australia gets 55c in the dollar; it will get to 42c in the dollar for the 
coming financial year; and it could get down to 17c in the dollar. Western Australia is a growing state and is the 
strength of the Australian economy. We have a high birth rate with high international and interstate migration. 
Last year another 7 000 children turned up to our schools. As the Minister for Health says, even though we are 
rebuilding the health system, there are huge pressures on the emergency departments and the like. Why should 
the men, women and children of Western Australia be denied their share of the GST? It is as simple as that. It is 
a pity that the Labor Party is not more on side. 
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CARERS — FREE PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

67. Ms A.R. MITCHELL to the Minister for Community Services: 

During the election campaign, the government promised to provide free travel for carers. As Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services, I know the importance that carers play in the 
provision of support and services for many in our community. Can the minister update the house on the 
implementation of this campaign promise? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON replied:  

I thank the member for Kingsley for her question and her work as a parliamentary secretary. We have done it. As 
of 1 May, there is free public transport for carers. This government recognises the great work carers do in the 
community and as part of our election commitment we have delivered free transport for carers. This goes a long 
way to help the carers in our community. They will be able to access free public transport during off-peak times 
and also on weekends and public holidays. I also acknowledge the Minister for Transport and his department, 
which helped the Department for Communities deliver this great outcome, and the great work they did to deliver 
it in a timely manner. It is great that we got this done by 1 May. Carers can access free public transport in not 
only the metropolitan area, but also Geraldton, the goldfields, Bunbury and Busselton. In fact, it is available on 
any Transperth bus that has a SmartRider scanner. I thank the member for the question and acknowledge that 
8 500 Western Australians are carers. To give them an opportunity to travel on public transport for free is a great 
initiative by this government. We are about building a safe and strong community in Western Australia, and it is 
a great privilege to be a member of Parliament in this government and to deliver for the carers in our community. 

PROSTITUTION LEGISLATION 

68. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s 2008 election promise to legislate on prostitution and his continued failure to pass such 
legislation. 

(1) Will the Premier reintroduce his legislation that he espoused would “give protection to our suburbs and 
towns, and help stop the exploitation of young women”? 

(2) If so, when?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(2) The legislation and the approach of the Labor Party previously was to place at risk people throughout 
our community, particularly in suburbs and towns. Stronger measures have been taken in policing ever 
since.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Nothing has changed!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will tell the member for Midland what has changed: there has been an election. We won 
10 seats off Labor in 2008 and now a further five seats. That is what has changed! With so many new members 
in Parliament—particularly on this side of the house and even spilling on to the other side of the chamber 
because we cannot all fit in—as I have said and I will repeat: although this is a re-elected government, it is also a 
new government, and every single item of legislation will be presented by ministers to cabinet, to the party room 
and to the Parliament, even if that legislation is the same as previously introduced legislation. We will take 
everything from square one and we will progress. We will get to the issue of prostitution, but it is not at the top 
of the government’s priorities.  

PROSTITUTION LEGISLATION 

69. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Considering it was part of the “Liberal Plan for the First 100 Days of 
Government”, when the Premier was elected in 2008, to introduce such legislation, will he explain whether he 
will be reintroducing this legislation—yes or no? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

The Leader of the Opposition has referred to the 100-day plan in the 2008 election! Move on, Leader of the 
Opposition! Move on! We have had two elections — 

Mr M. McGowan: Broken promise!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A broken promise from 2008—I mean, really! Get with the times; it is now 2013! There 
have been two elections with the loss of 15 Labor seats. We have a mandate to govern and we will govern on our 
agenda and on our timetable. Grow up and do some work; you are going to face a long four years over there!  



228 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 7 May 2013] 

 

ALCOA’S PINJARRA REFINERY — WASTE RESIDUE EXPANSION 
Petition 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington) [3.51 pm]: I have a petition concerning Alcoa’s proposed waste 
residue expansion at its Pinjarra refinery, which reads — 

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled: 

We the undersigned say that: The residents of the Murray Shire are concerned that ALCOA’s planned 
283ha expansion of waste residue storage at it Pinjarra refinery will have detrimental effects on the 
social, financial and environmental welfare of the community. 

Currently there is a stockpile of 300 Million tonnes of waste residue containing contaminants such as 
Sodium Hydroxide and mildly radioactive material that has accumulated over the past 41years. 

The reason for ALCOA’s application to expand is to accommodate an additional 10 million tonnes of 
waste residue per annum, bringing the industrial zoned land to the doorstep of the Pinjarra Town site.  

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly to support our campaign for the Government to: consider 
this application by ALCOA as a “Substantial” amendment rather than a “Minor” amendment, due to the 
magnitude of the proposal and potential impact on resident of the community. Further that a public 
forum regarding this matter be convened to allow the community to make an informed decision.  

There are 166 petitioners to this petition and it complies with the requirements of the standing orders of the 
Legislative Assembly.  

[See petition 3.] 

The SPEAKER: There are a number of private conversations going on in here and I cannot hear what is going 
on. 

PAPERS TABLED 
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house.  

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE — ANNUAL REPORT 2011–12 
Corrections — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr M.W. Sutherland): I have a statement to read out in respect of a correction to a tabled 
report. I advise members that a letter dated 22 January 2013 was received from the minister representing the 
Minister for Commerce requesting that the Speaker authorise corrections to the Department of Commerce 2011–
12 annual report, which was tabled in the previous Parliament on 27 September 2012. The minister has requested 
an erratum to be attached to address the omission of part of notes 21a and 29 to the financial statements on pages 
95 and 99 of the report. Under the provisions of standing order 156, I authorise the necessary corrections to be 
attached as an erratum to the tabled paper. 

[See paper 5356.] 

BILLS 
Notice of Motion to Introduce 

1. Natural Gas (Canning Basin Joint Venture) Agreement Bill 2013. 

Notice of motion given by Mr C.J. Barnett (Minister for State Development). 

2. Supply Bill 2013. 

Notice of motion given by Mr T.R. Buswell (Treasurer). 

BROWSE LNG AND OAKAJEE PROJECTS 
Notice of Motion 

Mr M. McGowan (Leader of the Opposition) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would 
move — 

That the house condemns the Premier for his loss of the Browse and Oakajee projects. 

FIREFIGHTERS — WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
Notice of Motion 

Ms M.M. Quirk gave notice that at the next sitting of the house she would move — 
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That this house urges the government to introduce without further delay workers’ compensation laws 
that contain a rebuttable presumption that scheduled cancers diagnosed in firefighters were contracted 
as a result of their employment. 

SYNERGY AND VERVE — RE-MERGER 
Notice of Motion 

Mr W.J. Johnston gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move — 

That this house condemn the Premier and the Liberal state government for deciding to amalgamate 
Verve and Synergy without having a plan for any of the consequences of this decision.  

FARMERS — GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 
Notice of Motion 

Mr D.A. Templeman gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move — 

That this house condemns the Premier and the Liberal–National government for its totally inadequate 
offer of assistance to Western Australian farmers.  

FOREST PRODUCTS ACT — SECTION 67 REVIEW 
Notice of Motion 

Mr M.P. Murray gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move — 

That the house urges the government to review as a matter of priority the implications of section 67 of 
the Forest Products Act 2000, which is being deployed to evade the payment of compensation to 
plantation owners in Nannup who in March 2012 suffered a loss as a result of a Forest Products 
Commission contractor igniting a fire. 

HOUSING — LAND SUPPLY 
Notice of Motion 

Ms R. Saffioti gave notice that at the next sitting of the house she would move — 

That this house condemns the Barnett government on its failure to provide adequate land supply and 
land approvals in Western Australia to meet increasing housing demand.  

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 18 April on the following motion moved by Mrs G.J. Godfrey —  

That the following Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s speech be agreed to —  

To His Excellency the Honourable Mr Malcolm James McCusker, Governor of the State of 
Western Australia. 

May it please your Excellency —  

We, the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of the State of Western Australia in 
Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank 
your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to address to Parliament. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.01 pm]: It gives me great delight to stand 
in this Parliament today as a member who has been re-elected for a third term. Firstly, I would like to 
congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on your elevation to such a lofty position in the house. I would also like to 
congratulate all the new members on both sides of the house.  

I would like to talk about what happened in my electorate in South Perth on polling day 2013. I was particularly 
happy with the result because the member for South Perth recorded a primary vote of 66.97 per cent. I told some 
people in conversation that it might have been the highest primary vote in the state. There were some doubters. 
We went to the Western Australian Electoral Commission and checked the statistics. The member for South 
Perth’s primary vote was, in fact, above the primary vote of the member for Ocean Reef, which was 65.2 per 
cent. I am sad to say that my percentage was also above that of the Premier, the member for Cottesloe, whose 
primary vote was 64.7 per cent. The member for Alfred Cove’s primary vote was 64.41 per cent and the primary 
vote of the member for Hillarys was 64.28 per cent.  

One of my colleagues also said to me, “We just beat you on two-party preferred.” I said, “Don’t worry about 
two-party preferred, because on two-party preferred you might end up getting the votes of some people who 
despise you and who voted for another party, a minor party or an Independent because the last thing they could 



230 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 7 May 2013] 

 

do would be to vote for you.” That is why I am a great believer—I am sure the Premier is too—in the primary 
vote. It was a good result for us and I think it was a great result for the Liberal Party across the board. I admit 
that going into the election I was fairly confident that the government would be re-elected but I had no idea that 
it would be such a strong result. 

Mr M.P. Murray: Did you get a price on yourself?  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I was at unbackable odds. I was told a long time ago to never bet on anything that talks.  

One of the main local issues in my electorate leading up to the election was the ferry service. I was able to 
convince the Minister for Transport that we should extend the Mends Street ferry service over the summer 
months, which the government did. The extension of the ferry service concluded at the end of April. I am led to 
believe by the minister that the extended summer service will resume again next year. It did not make sense to 
have the only commuter or passenger ferry operating in the metropolitan area when the last service on some 
nights was at 8.30 or nine o’clock, especially on Friday and Saturday nights. I think it has been a success. I asked 
for the ferry service to be extended on weekends only but Transperth wanted to try extending it during the week. 
The numbers were not as good during the week as they were on weekends. I guess that commuters coming home 
from work are well served by buses to South Perth, and I would not think they would travel home on a 
nine o’clock ferry. 

As I have said before in this place, there is a huge opportunity for ferry services. When there was some public 
comment that the ferry terminal might not be located in Elizabeth Quay and there was speculation that it might 
be left at Barrack Square, I was happy to hear the Minister for Planning say that it would in fact be located in 
Elizabeth Quay. I think that is most important, because it links the ferry service to the William Street train 
station. The other reason that I was always supportive of bringing the water to the bottom of Sherwood Court 
and Howard Street is that I had visions of a mini Circular Quay, as we see in Sydney. I do not know that we will 
ever see that, because Sydney Harbour is a very deep harbour and the ferries and boats are a lot bigger. But I 
thought that if people could get off the ferry in that area, they would have a short walk to St Georges Terrace, 
whereas now they get off at Barrack Street and it is a longer walk. 

The other issue that I was very happy to get some support from the government on was the situation with the 
river walls. The former Minister for Environment, the member for Nedlands, is sitting in front of me now. He put 
his reputation on the line to go into bat for the people of South Perth. He said during the election that if the 
government was re-elected, it would put $1.35 million into rebuilding the river walls around Mends Street. I 
hope this money will be delivered this year, because the City of South Perth, which will also put a couple of 
million dollars into this project, would like the funding before the end of this year so that it can tear down the 
fences and rebuild the river walls. It is an area of Perth that gets a lot of visitors. A lot of tourists and a lot of 
locals walk along the South Perth foreshore. There are a lot of visitors. People from other suburbs drive there and 
park their cars, as they like to recreate in the South Perth area. 

I note that the Minister for Transport is walking out the door of the chamber, but I have reminded him many 
times about the issue that I am about to raise. When people went to vote at the election, they said, “Tell John 
we’re going to vote for him, but we’re still disappointed that he hasn’t delivered the Manning Road on-ramp to 
the freeway south.” The minister just rushed out the door! This is something that I have been talking about for 
eight years, since I was elected. We understand that there are a lot of competing projects in transport 
infrastructure. There are a lot of much bigger projects than this project. It is about a $30 million project. The 
people in that part of my electorate want an on-ramp from Manning Road south onto the Kwinana Freeway. 
Eventually, people will drive down the freeway to Fiona Stanley Hospital and Murdoch University and to 
Mandurah and the growing suburbs in the southern part of the metropolitan area. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Are they going to name it after you? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I do not think so! I hope it will be done. I will keep working with the Minister for 
Transport. Some work has been done by government, but it has to be moved up the list of priorities. If I were in a 
marginal seat like Albany, I would have a new hospital. 

Mr P.B. Watson: It’s a safe seat now. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I will never know how we saved the member for Albany. We built the hospital and he 
won the seat! There is something wrong there. 

I will keep talking to the minister about Manning Road. As I said before, it is important to the people in my 
electorate. 

Other things have been raised with me. The suburb of Como, where I live, has increasingly been the target for 
burglaries. I was very concerned at the statistics that were released recently by the police on burglaries in the 
electorate of South Perth. The statistics show that there were 287 burglaries in Como in the 12-month period 
between March 2012 and March 2013. I think one of the reasons for this is the fact that burglars are using 
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Canning Bridge Station to come into and go out of the area. Some of the people in Como who live near Canning 
Bridge Station have been victims of these burglaries. Many of these burglaries are committed in daylight hours. 
People have come home during the afternoon to find that their house has been burgled. I think this is being done 
by people who have come into the district from outside. In fact, the officer in charge of Kensington Police 
Station has said something along those lines. He was quoted in the local paper recently as saying — 

Any persons apprehended in Como are not usually linked to living in the area. They could commit a 
crime in Como at 11 am, get on a train and be somewhere else at 2 pm. 

We understand that this happens around the world with train stations. Obviously it is the modus operandi for 
many, many thieves. But it is causing concern to my constituents. I have had discussions with the Minister for 
Police, as late as today, about the possibility of getting some more closed-circuit security cameras around that 
area.  

Mr P.B. Watson: Was that not an election promise—more CCTV cameras? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Not for Como. But there was an election promise about that, which the government will 
be rolling out, as the minister said today in question time. I will be talking to the minister about getting some of 
that funding for the City of South Perth so that we can have more CCTV cameras, because that is a terrific way 
of tracking people who commit crimes. Local residents are also asking whether it would be possible to put more 
police on the streets, maybe some mounted police patrols, because that is often a deterrent to people who want to 
come into the area and break into people’s houses.  

I read over the weekend—in fact I was interstate and I picked it up on the internet—a disturbing article about 
prison admissions in 2011–12. I must admit that I was staggered at the numbers in that article. These numbers 
were based on local government areas. The authors of the article had worked out how many people in each local 
government area had been admitted to prison in 2011–12. South Perth, my electorate, was ninth on the list, with 
135 admissions to prison. Subiaco had 16 admissions, East Fremantle had six, Claremont had eight, and 
Serpentine–Jarrahdale had 13.  

Mr A.J. Simpson: It is according to postcode, member, so Manning could get caught up in that because it has 
the same postcode.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: No; it is the City of South Perth. Manning is in the City of South Perth. 

Mr P.B. Watson: The postcode for South Perth is 6151. All the Australia Post people know the postcodes. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: So is the member saying that these people do not come from my electorate? 
Mr A.J. Simpson: You can get caught a bit, because, for instance, the area that is represented by the member for 
Armadale and me goes all the way out to Roleystone and Karragullen. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: But those people would not come under the statistics for the City of Armadale. 
Mr P.B. Watson: You have got two ex–Australia Post people here, if you want any help!  
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Yes.  

But it is of concern to me to have a figure like that for the electorate of South Perth, which some people would 
say is a reasonably affluent area. I have asked the Minister for Corrective Services for some more information. I 
would like to drill down and see whether there are people in my electorate who may need some better services. I 
as a local member—in fact any local member—would have to be concerned at that figure. But until I get some 
more information, I will not be able to do anything about it. So I am certainly going to seek more information to 
find out why that is happening.  

On the same subject, I must admit that I was heartened by the some of the comments that the Minister for 
Corrective Services has been making about crime and admissions to prison. My view is that it is probably a bit 
late to start rehabilitating people once they get into prison. It has to start earlier than that, and I think the 
programs have to be set in place. I must admit that when I was first elected, I could not believe that we did not 
have more truant officers, because a long time ago when we went to school there were truant officers, and if 
young people did not go to school or did not turn up, the truant officer would chase them around. I understand 
that the world is a bit different now and that schools are a lot bigger, with much bigger school populations. One 
of my local schools, Como Secondary College, had 800 students. Eighty students a day would not turn up for 
school. Some of those absences would be legitimate, but there was 10 per cent truancy on any given day. I said, 
“Well, who chases them up?” The principal said, “The deputy principal. It’s his job, because we’ve got no-one 
else to do it.” That has been addressed, I believe, by our government, and now more people are involved in 
making sure that more young people attend school. I think that the biggest factor in producing a better society is 
education, and we have to make sure that our young people attend school, and do so regularly. 

Other issues have been raised with me post the election. Obviously, from the figures from the election, my 
electorate is very supportive of our government. People in my electorate are asking for the underground power 
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program to be continued. I think the underground power program has been one of the most successful of the 
programs that have been initiated in the Perth community. Recently I went to a small ceremony with the Mayor 
of the City of South Perth, where the latest phase of the underground power program in Manning and Salter 
Point was completed. We saw the last pole removed and we were all very happy about that. But some areas in 
South Perth still have not been undergrounded. A part of South Perth near to where the old Hurlingham Hotel 
used to be still has overhead powerlines. The lovely leafy suburb of Kensington, which has a lot of beautiful 
street trees, still has overhead powerlines, as do parts of Como. But I am sure—I have discussed this with the 
Premier and he has given me a commitment—that the underground power program will continue, and eventually 
we will get all these suburbs done, bearing in mind that for all new developments, underground power is a 
prerequisite for them being approved. 

So, what am I going to do in the next four years, Premier? It will be four years of serving the people of South 
Perth, but also working as a parliamentary secretary to the Premier on this massive project to build a new 
stadium at Burswood. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Although the stadium has had its critics, I think that the election result was a glowing 
endorsement of our government’s decision to go to Burswood—to take a massive step to leave a ground that has 
been the home of football for over 100 years now and move to a greenfields site. My role for the Premier is that I 
attend all the meetings of the major stadium steering committee. All the departments involved in the building of 
the stadium, the transport and the funding have representatives on this steering committee. It is headed by Ron 
Alexander, the director general of the Department of Sport and Recreation; and Richard Mann, the executive 
director of strategic projects for the government. They are two very capable people. When I was at my first 
meeting, I said that I would never build anything bigger than a house, so, for me, it has been an education to see 
how much work, planning and detail go into these huge government projects. Obviously, that is not the case for 
just a sports stadium; it would be similar for Fiona Stanley Hospital, the other new hospitals and any new 
developments. But the one thing about this stadium is that wherever I go, people want to talk about the stadium. 
The massive Fiona Stanley Hospital is being built, and it will be the most modern hospital in Australia. I have 
been there, and I have seen and been amazed at some of the things that will be available to patients who use that 
public hospital. People do not talk about the hospital much, but there is a fascination with the stadium. People 
want to know when it will be finished, how they will get there, how big it will be and whether there will be a 
roof. All those decisions have been made, and I support the Premier’s vision for this public land. The Burswood 
peninsula is owned by the people of Western Australia and there is an opportunity to make it an area where the 
people of Perth and Western Australia can come at any time for recreation and enjoyment.  

There will be other facilities there but I do not believe high-rise towers should cover the entire peninsula. There 
will be an opportunity to build high-rise accommodation near the new train station being built within 400 metres 
of the stadium, for which $300 million has been budgeted. That train station will service any new high-rise 
developments along the train line and the people who will live there will be able to jump on the train and 
commute into the city. Those developments will be up against the rail line and not be in anyone’s way. They will 
provide magnificent views across the river to the city of Perth and the peninsula will retain its present open 
grassed areas where people can relax. 

During the campaign the Premier announced that Scitech would be moved. I recently visited Scitech and was 
very impressed with the work they do there. It carries out world-first work and the people who work there are 
inventing all the time. They are looking forward to relocating to the new site, but I do not know where the 
Premier is going to put it.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: The first meetings have already been held with Scitech.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Have they? Scitech has been in that location for 30 years now. In the 1980s it was moved 
to West Leederville, but I said to the people who work there that this will be an exciting move. The Burswood 
peninsula will be a hub on the edge of the city where many things will be happening.  

I have mentioned before in this house the great Professor Stephenson, who formulated the Stephenson plan, 
under which many of Perth’s major arterial roads, highways and freeways were planned 50 or 60 years ago. He 
said then that the Burswood peninsula would one day be a great location for an 80 000-seat stadium. What a 
great vision and a great statement to make in the 1950s when Burswood Island was a tip. There was no casino 
there, only a rail line that went to Armadale and the old Belmont Park racecourse. He identified it as a site that, 
as the city grew, would become a central location for a sport and recreational–type facility. We are fortunate to 
have had people of such vision as Professor Stephenson in Western Australia.  

Earlier today Minister Waldron, with whom I have also enjoyed working, said that the pre-construction site 
works for the stadium will begin in a month or two, and once that commences the work of selecting the preferred 
tenderer for the stadium will take place. I think this is the most exciting phase, because three tenderers have been 
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selected and given preferred status. They will now all go away and come back with a different design. They have 
been given the scoping. The government has told them what it wants put into the stadium—how big the seats 
will be, how big the area between the rows of seats will be, how many entertaining areas, how many private 
boxes, how many public areas and all that sort of stuff. That has all been set down for them. Rather than a design 
competition, which has often happened with stadiums in the past, these three proponents will come back with 
their own design. Premier, I do not know but I imagine we would not even have any conception of what they 
might come up with in their final design and what this stadium might look like. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The fence is already up on the site.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: The fence is up on the site and work has begun.  

Mr P.B. Watson: Is that to keep the people in or out? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: No; work has begun on the site. It has often been raised that the stadium is being built on 
a tip site and that there would be old car bodies and who knows what underneath it. The way now, with modern 
construction and modern engineering, is that during the pre-construction site works the ground will be 
compacted so that there will be no subsidence. There are various ways of doing it. Even the playing field itself 
will be compacted. When the casino at Burswood was built, the pool was built on pylons but they did not 
compact the ground around the pool. When the pavers were laid for the deck around the pool, someone went out 
one day and part of it had sunk about a metre. This will not happen here.  

Mr P.B. Watson: It will be the Premier’s legacy—60 000 people sinking into the Swan River!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, no. The member for Albany can go around the world and see that there have been 
some major construction projects built on wasteland. We visited the London Olympic site, which was built on 
wasteland. Look at what they have done at — 

Mr W.J. Johnston: How much over budget was the Olympic site?  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: The Olympic Stadium in London—I do not really care how much over budget it was. I 
know that ours is not over budget; we are on track.  
Mr P.B. Watson: That is a quote we will retain from Hansard.  
Mr J.E. McGRATH: We are on track. The figures announced were based on 2009 figures. They are the figures. 
There is no indication that — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: This is something that I believe will grow as the various phases of the stadium evolve. A 
fan group recently came in to meet the Premier and the minister. These fans had regular sessions with the 
Department of Sport and Recreation. This stadium is being built with public money. There is not a dollar of 
private money; it is a publicly backed state project. It is for the people of Western Australia. Any member of the 
public who wants to go to the footy will be able to go. That cannot happen now. If a person does not have an 
Eagles’ member’s ticket for a big game, they will not get into the ground. With the new stadium, there will be an 
allowance for walk-up tickets on the day. That is one of the things the Premier insisted on because this is the 
people’s stadium. Premier, I think it is a very exciting project. The Premier has not decided, or the government 
has not decided, what the stadium might be called, but who knows?  

Mr P. Papalia: “John McGrath Stadium”! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, no; it will not be. But who knows?  

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: It will be a very exciting project. The member for Cannington’s constituents will love it. 
They will jump on the train down at Cannington station. They will get up there with their scarves and barrack for 
whomever they barrack for. Then they will jump back on the train and go home after a great day out. They will 
not have to be members of the Eagles or Dockers. There will be family tickets, and the aim is to make this as 
affordable as possible for families. A family can go to the Melbourne Cricket Ground and buy a family ticket for 
the day at a reasonable price because it is such a huge ground with so much capacity; we cannot do that in Perth 
because of the size restrictions of Subiaco. As this stadium has a capacity of 60 000, with capacity to go to 
70 000 or even 80 000 later, there will never be restrictions on capacity. We want to make sure that football 
returns to being the game of the people, which it always has been, by not pricing the average Western Australian 
out of it. So, well done, Premier! Do not make me work too hard in the next four years, but I am right there with 
the stadium and I think it is —  

Mr D.A. Templeman: Are you going to go round again in 2017? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Why not? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I think you should; you should make minister by then! 
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Mr J.E. McGRATH: The stadium is a project that I am really going to put all my endeavours into. I think it is a 
fantastic project, and I am glad the Labor Party has now decided we should not go to Subiaco Oval and is on 
board with us, and we are going to have it at this great new site at Burswood.  

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro) [4.31 pm]: At the outset, I take the opportunity to congratulate the Speaker, in his 
absence, and the Deputy Speaker for their election to those very important offices. I also extend my 
congratulations and welcome to all members of Parliament, regardless of party, who have entered this house for 
the first time. I came in in 2007 after a by-election, so I was a bit lonely insofar as a cohort—I did not have any 
classmates to call my own—so I am looking a little enviously at all new members, particularly the hordes of the 
conservative ranks who have joined us, and also the three on our side is not too bad a little group to have come 
in. I am sure new members will find the tasks on this pathway they have embarked upon challenging and 
rewarding, and I wish them all well.  

I apologise in advance if I am at times a little confrontational in this place in the pursuit of holding the 
government to account, because that is our role. No doubt many new members will already be finding us quite 
obnoxious and thinking that if only the other side would be polite and respectful during question time, we might 
actually be able to convey a better face to the public of Western Australia and repair the somewhat damaged 
reputation of politicians. I understand that feeling; I held it for about 18 months when I was a backbencher in 
government, but I can assure members that the moment they end up on this side of the house, a few things occur. 
One in particular is that we learn about frustration, about how long ministers can rabbit on without actually 
saying anything and how frustrating that is, and we learn a little about there being more to life than our own self-
importance or whatever. There are good things about being in opposition; we learn a lot about conducting 
research ourselves, because there is no-one else to do it; there are no great legions of government staffers to 
provide assistance and information. I warn backbench members opposite in government that come the day they 
are not, all that additional support disappears. Therefore, they should take the opportunity to force themselves to 
embark upon a self-education program, and not take the lazy route of expecting everything to be delivered to 
them on a plate.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: Don’t you use the Parliamentary Library?  

Mr P. PAPALIA: Exactly. I am not suggesting that I now do that, minister; I am out there, as the minister 
knows, seeking out opportunities to hold the government to account and keep ministers honest, and there is a lot 
of opportunity to be had already—I can see that! It is going to be entertaining, if nothing else, in the coming 
years as we do the people’s work. The people of Western Australia expect us to hold the government to account. 
They expect us to ensure that the government, which went to an election with a raft of promises and 
commitments, is held to those promises. It is not as though the government ended. I know that there is a 
concerted effort and a clear strategy on behalf of the — 

Mr J.E. McGrath: What have we done?  

Mr P. PAPALIA: Wait, wait! Hang on! Do not get me ahead of myself. There is a clear strategy on behalf of 
the Premier to ensure that people consider him to be a year-zero Premier. They have rolled the old wagon out the 
back and they are pushing it backwards in an effort to have the odometer go backwards so that in the second-
hand car yard they can sell the government as a newer government than it is. I can tell members it is not.  

The truth is that a whole lot of promises and a wide spectrum of commitments were made in the 2008 election. 
The people of Western Australia openly elected a government and expected those commitments to be kept, but 
they were not kept. The member for South Perth has very kindly asked me to segue into the promises that were 
broken in the first term of this government. I recently held the shadow education portfolio. I do not know about 
all the portfolios, but I will just throw at the member a little example that stands out in its boldness and the nature 
and extent of the broken promise. It relates to a commitment in 2008 at a time when much was made by the then 
opposition, the very short-lived Barnett opposition, of the breakdown of respect and responsibilities in schools 
and the breakdown of respect for authority by juveniles in this state. As a consequence, the Liberal Party 
promised the people of Western Australia that if it were elected to power on 6 September 2008, it would deliver 
a police officer to every high school in the state. That was a firm commitment. That was a clear promise, an 
undertaking, on behalf of the Liberal Party, the government-in-waiting, and the Barnett government broke it in 
about the first six months it was in power. It started off with a trial at Gilmore College—one police officer, one 
school. The trial went for about six months and then quietly drifted off into the ether. It was a broken promise, 
member for South Perth. It was undeniably a broken promise with consequences.  

I spent some time researching on my own, in the absence of any staff other than my electorate staff—I 
acknowledge Linda, Monika and Trish. Having spent a little time conducting research into what does and does 
not work with interventions in juvenile offending, I can tell members that putting a copper in every school is just 
a stupid idea. That aside, it was a commitment the Liberal Party made. It was the Liberal Party’s own stupid idea 
and it was its own stupid broken promise. That is undeniable.  
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Another small example leaps to mind as I look over towards the far reaches of the chamber and see the smiling 
cheerful face of the member for Swan Hills. It is undeniable that in the lead-up to the 2008 election the people of 
Ellenbrook were promised a railway line.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: They still re-elected the member.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: No matter how many times the emperor of Cottesloe — 

Mr F.A. Alban: They re-elected me.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: The member knows he lost those people. No matter how many times the emperor of 
Cottesloe says it ain’t so, the member for South Perth knows it is. It is on film; that is the beauty of it. It is not 
just a recording, a transcript, a report in the newspaper or the letters that the candidate for Swan Hills sent to the 
thousands of Ellenbrook residents with his signature on them. We do not have to rely on those things. In the 
lead-up to this election we saw vision of the Premier promising it and then the Premier denying that he promised 
it and then denying again that he promised it and then denying once more that he promised it and then finally 
never conceding that he said it.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: It had no impact on the election.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: It is almost like not talking about the war when we are in Europe. We cannot assume it is 
okay. I take umbrage at the Premier on this fact. I do not believe that it is okay for him to go to an election, make 
a promise with his hand on his heart and ask the citizens of the state to elect him on an undertaking that he fully 
intends not to keep. That is just dishonest; it is not right. If we are trying to elevate the status in which the pursuit 
of politics is held by the people, members should consider that. Members should consider how that has 
undermined the credibility of every single member of this place, because whenever any member of this place, or 
any other Parliament for that matter, goes into the public domain and makes a commitment, people are inclined 
to recall their last experience. That undertaking was made in 2008, and I understand that government members 
are saying that was a long time ago. It was a long time ago but these were serious commitments that were made 
and then broken. However, the crime was further added to. It was made worse in the recent election, because a 
series of commitments were made by candidates, the Premier and the parties in the lead-up to this election in the 
full and undeniable knowledge that they had no intention of keeping those commitments. I will point very clearly 
to an obvious one. The National Party, which was part of the government and intended to be part of a future 
government, had its own enormous list of commitments worth $500 million or $800 million—I cannot 
remember. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Half a billion. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Half a billion dollars’ worth of promises were made on behalf of candidates in the National 
Party to the people of Western Australia saying, “If you re-elect a Barnett government, we will deliver these 
commitments to you.” It is undeniable that Liberal Party members knew this. I am looking at the member for 
South Perth. I am not picking on the member for South Perth; it is just that I like looking at his face and he gives 
me some feedback that is enjoyable. The rest of the members of the Liberal Party knew they were never going to 
deliver all those commitments made by the National Party. In fact, the Treasurer of the day confirmed that fact in 
the public domain by saying he was not going to sign up to them. He was therefore saying, “Vote for the 
Nationals so that we can form government but we’re not going to commit to anything they’re promising.” 
Conversely, the Liberal Party candidates in those same electorates and in electorates around the state were 
making enormous and significant promises all over the place, using what has come to be known as the Swan 
Hills model, but they had no intention of delivering them. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Mr Acting Speaker, I am very interested in the comments and I think others should be 
too. I draw your attention to the state of the house. 

[Quorum formed.] 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I say to the member for South Perth, to others in the Liberal Party and also to my friends in 
the National Party that mine is a very salient and valid point. There are not many friends in the National Party, 
but they are over there somewhere. My point is that when members go to an election, make serious commitments 
to the people of Western Australia, urge them to vote for them and seek their endorsement in the full knowledge 
they will never meet all those commitments, it is a lie. It is dishonest, it is inappropriate and it demeans the 
currency of commitments by political parties and by people who are in politics as a vocation, and it demeans — 

Mr B.J. Grylls: Is that what the Prime Minister did? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Do not get me started on them! 

It demeans the profession of public service, and that is wrong. 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 
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Mr P. PAPALIA: The Deputy Premier missed the wonderful contribution I made earlier—if I do say so myself! 
For the benefit of Hansard, that was a joke and I do not want to get that delivered later on as evidence of my 
bigheadedness! Those commitments amounted to hundreds of millions of dollars—was it $500 million or 
$800 million that the National Party committed to in the lead-up to the election, Leader of the National Party? 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: That is $800 million worth of promises that were unsupported by the Liberal Party. At the 
same time, there were significant promises, which were different in many respects, made to the same people in 
the electorates in which both parties had a candidate.  

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I am making the point that both parties made commitments knowing this full well, which 
means that both sides were complicit in this unspoken agreement, or perhaps it was spoken, to lie to the 
electorate in order to gain office. 

Dr K.D. Hames: It’s just not true. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: It must be true because each party has said that it has no control over the other party’s 
commitments; therefore, if identical commitments are not being made, it must mean that some will not be met. 
Why is it important? Because the accusations that were thrown at the WA Labor Party in the course of the 
campaign were that we did not intend to keep some of our commitments. But we did; we always intended to, 
which is why we had costings and why we had to find offsets to ensure that we had funding. The Minister for 
Health knows full well that when the Liberal Party made a number of serious commitments, particularly in 
relation to public transport, it never had any intention of delivering on them to the people of Perth. It was clear, 
with only 48 hours to run before the election, when the Liberal Party finally ’fessed up and suggested that it 
would get a $3 billion handout from the federal government for its commitments in this state without ever having 
spoken to the federal government. That strategy, the “don’t speak to them” strategy, I suspect will hitherto be 
known as the “Joe Francis strategy”,—“the member for Jandakot strategy”—“Don’t talk to ’em; just do it—just 
assume. Avoid them. Don’t talk to them at all costs, because it might be embarrassing”. That was the strategy. 

Dr K.D. Hames: One interjection, that’s all I ask. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Okay. 

Dr K.D. Hames: They promised a health package for Port Hedland, Newman and Paraburdoo. We will fulfil 
their promise. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Minister, will the government fulfil all $800 million worth of National Party promises? I can 
tell the minister we have them written down. Will the government fulfil every one of those $800 million worth of 
promises? What about the Liberal Party candidates’ promises that were made in the same electorates, which 
were not the same? Will the government fulfil those or will it only fulfil those of the elected member?  

Dr K.D. Hames: No; I am in the process of doing some of — 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I understand. Say anything, whatever it takes, is that the strategy? 

Dr K.D. Hames: I didn’t say we won’t do them. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: So the government will not carry out the Liberal Party’s promises? The Liberal Party was the 
government of the day and it went to an electorate competing against the Nationals saying, “Vote for the Liberal 
Party in this electorate and we will deliver a raft of promises that are Liberal Party promises.” Concurrently, 
there is a National Party bloke or woman running around with a raft of National Party promises and only the 
person who wins and gets up gets to deliver on the promises regardless of the fact that it is a Liberal–National 
government. How duplicitous. That is dishonest and duplicitous. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Only if it’s true. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: It is true.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Is the minister suggesting that whenever a candidate for the Liberal Party or the National 
Party makes a promise — 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: The minister had his one interjection. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Now you’re asking me another question. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: No I am not; it is a rhetorical question. It is an affectation of speech to entertain members. 
This is a serious question for the Premier to consider. Is the Liberal–National government suggesting that it is 
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only compelled to deliver on promises in seats that it won? Is that what the government is suggesting? I can tell 
the government that there were some significant promises made in my electorate by the candidate who was my 
opponent and there were people in my electorate, a minority I might add, who gave that individual their primary 
votes. It was not the majority of the primary vote, but the minority. Nevertheless, it was not an insignificant 
number and those voters were no doubt compelled — 
Mr B.J. Grylls: What were the commitments?  
Mr P. PAPALIA: I am about to deliver, minister. Wait! I have the minister on the edge of his seat, I know.  
Dr K.D. Hames: They had to be endorsed. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Hang on! The suggestion now by way of interjection from the member for Dawesville is that 
a promise was valid only if it had been endorsed. If the Liberal Party had put up posters that contained promises 
or implied promises, or a statement was carried in a newspaper that referred to a promise by the candidate, is that 
not binding? Who did the candidate represent?  
Dr K.D. Hames: He would not have been able to get it endorsed if it had not been before the Liberal head office.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: Minister, can I interject on your interjection? Who do those candidates represent when they 
put on their Liberal Party T-shirts and their name tags and receive all their candidates’ support? There were 
dozens of Liberal Party supporters at every one of my booths, but there was not one photo of the Premier 
displayed during the election campaign, I might add. At the time there was not one photo of the very unpopular 
leader of the Liberal Party.  
Mr B.J. Grylls interjected.  
Mr P. PAPALIA: We will see in due course. Members opposite knew, as the internal polling indicated. It said, 
“Alarm, alarm; don’t put Colin’s photo out there because he’s unpopular. People don’t like the grumpy 
individual”. 
Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  
Mr P. PAPALIA: I stop myself. I have to talk about the electorate, sorry.  
Dr K.D. Hames: We had his photos around the polling booths.  
Mr P. PAPALIA: Hang on! Minister! The interjections are getting out of control. May I seek your protection 
just for a moment, please, Mr Acting Speaker, and I will get back onto my subject.  
Is the government suggesting that none of its promises made in any of the seats it lost are legitimate promises 
and therefore not binding on the current government led by the Premier, the member for Cottesloe? Is that the 
suggestion?  
Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: This is a rhetorical question, member for Dawesville.  
Dr K.D. Hames: I am giving you a definitive answer.  
Mr P. PAPALIA: Is that the extent of their dishonesty? We are talking about a long way. It is a big extent; it 
reaches out there. There should be a caveat on every Liberal Party political advertisement so that it says, 
“Anything we say will be completely ignored in the event we do not win your seat.”  
We heard today about the integrity of the former member for Kimberley Hon Ernie Bridge, AOM. We heard one 
of the things he said in his inaugural speech, which we have to admire because it is a fantastic model for all of us 
to emulate. He said that he would serve everyone in his electorate, not just those who voted for him. I believe 
that is the fundamental premise that underpins our democracy. We do not represent just the people who vote for 
us. We also have the job of representing those people in our electorates who did not vote for us. Regardless of 
their political views and their persuasions, we are duty bound to stand up for them and deliver. That goes for the 
entire state. Even if candidates do not hold the seat, their parties are duty bound to keep their promises in those 
electorates.  
Why am I going on about this? I had personal experience of it during the election in the seat of Warnbro. What 
occurred during the election campaign? The endorsed Liberal Party candidate promised a station at Karnup to 
the people of the electorate of Warnbro—those people living in the southern suburbs of Warnbro, Port Kennedy, 
Secret Harbour, Golden Bay, Singleton, Baldivis and Karnup—who are stuck without public transport in the 
public transport vacuum between the stations built by the Labor Party at Warnbro and Mandurah, on the train 
line built by the Labor Party. He deliberately went to the people with a promise and misled them.  
Dr K.D. Hames: Show us.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: I will show members. Following the formal preselection of the Liberal Party candidate, Brian 
Oliver wrote an article in the local newspaper, the Southern Telegraph, of Friday, 23 November 2012, headed 
“Paganoni road station pledge”. What is the meaning of the word “pledge” minister?  
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Dr K.D. Hames: But it is a report by someone. I want you to show me evidence, not what someone said he said. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: The minister is being duplicitous and I ask that he desist because this is important. I will not 
name him now because he is a private citizen and is no longer running as a candidate. He claims that — 

… the electorate of Warnbro has been neglected by Labor for more than two decades … 

I digress slightly from the quote, but there is the small matter of the Labor Party having built the southern 
suburbs railway and put stations in Warnbro and Mandurah. I will go on. The Liberal candidate claimed — 

… the electorate of Warnbro has been neglected by Labor for more than two decades and has 
committed to a train station at Paganoni Road in his quest to unseat Paul Papalia at the State election.  

The candidate also said — 

… a train station at Paganoni Road was needed to reduce travel time for commuters and ease the 
pressure on neighbouring stations at Rockingham, Kwinana and Wellard. 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: No, this is what the candidate said. I give the Leader of the National Party my commitment 
that every single thing I committed to in the electorate of Warnbro during the election campaign was a Labor 
Party commitment that was fully costed and funded. One of the things I committed to — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Mr Acting Speaker! During the election campaign, one of the things I committed to on behalf 
of the Western Australian Labor Party was to build a station at Karnup should we be elected. We made that 
commitment. Do members know how much it cost? It cost $55 million. We costed it based on the government’s 
own costings by the transport minister’s department, which were made public after a freedom of information 
application by the opposition’s transport spokesperson. We gave a commitment to build 1 200 or 1 700 car parks 
at Karnup station. That was to deliver to the people in the electorate of Warnbro the much needed access to 
public transport between Warnbro and Mandurah stations. We made that commitment and there was a public 
announcement by my leader. I would not have done it otherwise. I would not have told the people of Warnbro 
that we would deliver that had my leader not approved it and our party not committed to it. 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I put out a lot of stuff saying that. On the election day, the Liberal Party’s candidate—this is 
where the member for Dawesville gets that tricky reputation he is known for—had signs all over the place with 
Liberal Party commitments. The Liberal Party refined its message in an effort to avoid responsibility. It is 
undeniable that a commitment was given by the candidate on behalf of the Liberal Party to build a station at 
Karnup. Undeniably, that is the message he was conveying to the people of the electorate. He said that on 
numerous occasions. What was worse, and what I found quite galling, was that he criticised my party for making 
a promise to the people of the electorate of Warnbro to actually build the station and commit to a delivery date. 
The Liberal Party candidate said that was not soon enough. He said we could not promise to put it in the 2016–
17 budget and to build and open it by 2019, because that was not fast enough, according to the Liberal Party. 
Why do I know that? It is because whichever booth one went to on election day, there were signs strewn along 
the access way towards the booth where people voted containing the candidate’s picture and name and carrying 
the Liberal Party’s motto. The signs confirmed that the candidate was the Liberal Party candidate for Warnbro. 
The signs also carried the slogan “Making decisions. Getting things done.” For the benefit of Hansard, the signs 
had the Liberal Party logo at the bottom and the words — 

WE NEED A TRAIN STATION AT PAGANONI ROAD NOW! 

A VOICE IN THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT WILL DELIVER IT SOONER 

There was an undeniable criticism of the Labor Party for promising to deliver a station in Warnbro in six years 
because that was not considered fast enough. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Does it say “authorised” down the bottom? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Are you saying that your candidate was a liar? 

Dr K.D. Hames: I am asking if it says it was authorised. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Are you saying that your candidate intentionally deceived the people in the electorate of 
Warnbro? Are you saying that he went rogue?  

Dr K.D. Hames: I cannot see!  

Mr P. PAPALIA: Did he go rogue? I have not mentioned the man’s name, because he is not a public figure and 
I do not want to embarrass him or to attack him in the way that the minister has. He was representing the Liberal 
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Party in the electorate of Warnbro. He was its endorsed candidate and he made a commitment that was reported 
in the local media, which was re-emphasised on numerous occasions at numerous locations around my electorate 
and at every single booth, where a sign informed the people of Warnbro that the Labor Party was being slack and 
failing the people of Warnbro by promising to deliver a station in six years. He stated that opening a station in 
six years was not good enough and that the Liberal Party would do it sooner. I give notice here and now to the 
Minister for Transport and the Premier: they made that commitment! The people who gave the Liberal Party 
their primary votes expect that commitment to be delivered. The people who did not vote for them expect that. 
For the government to do anything else will be base dishonesty. It will be shameless. It will demean the integrity 
of every individual in this place who stands up and gives a commitment on any day, on behalf of not only 
themselves and their party but this calling of politics. It will demean the value of our word and it is dishonest. It 
is wrong and shameful that the Premier and his party appear to consider that is acceptable and that, sadly, so 
does the little mirror image party, the Nationals. They consider it is okay to lie!  

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee) [5.01 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I rise this afternoon to add my 
contribution in the chamber, my first for this thirty-ninth Parliament. It should not be any great surprise to people 
that I will dwell on my electorate at the start of this Parliament. Hopefully, I will get to do it more often so that I 
can laud some of the great achievements that members will not read about in The West Australian or hear on the 
wireless—or rarely. People need to hear these stories and this is the only place where members get to tell stories 
from their electorates. I have sat in this place listening to many speeches, particularly inaugural speeches, of a lot 
of members who talk with great pride about their electorates and speak of the things they have discovered, 
whether they are new members or returning members. It has been particularly interesting to listen to the new 
members who have campaigned in their seats and have discovered so much about what goes on in the suburbs, 
streets, various community halls and schools, and all those places where people congregate and make up this 
place called Western Australia. It is very interesting.  

My journey is probably no different from any other member. I come from a professional background, where I 
was foisted into a particular lane and have lived my life. However, when we step outside of ourselves, put our 
names on a ballot paper and step forward and commit ourselves, with a greater sense of the need to serve others 
above self, particularly in the community, that is when we discover so much more about what is good about this 
state, what is great about this state and why it is so compelling for us to keep moving forward, to continue to 
make the inroads we need to make to ensure we are describing and laying the foundations for a future economy 
and society that my children and my children’s children will benefit from. That is a broad pallet, a very broad 
menu, from which to choose because so much happens in our communities that is a microcosm of the way we 
see ourselves as a state, our collective persona, if you like, of the character that makes up what it is to be Western 
Australian and not just a person from a suburb of Perth, from the south or north of the river, or from a regional 
town. What it means is: what is the collective componentry, if you like, of all those things that give us our 
unique character? When I consider Western Australia I am compelled to see it, as most do, as something that sits 
in isolation—in the sense of its character—from the rest of the country. Here we are, nearly 2.5 million people, 
sitting on the western rim of the country. We are very much an Indian Ocean country; we are very much an 
Asian-focused country on so many different levels, not least through the direct export of our resources to the 
north, and the level of engagement that we have with our near neighbours in Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam—
which is a growing destination—and, of course, China. In the future we hope that places such as Burma will also 
join that list, should it continue to open up and embrace the idea of a globalised world and global village. 

This small business called Western Australia sits isolated from the rest of the country, and not just by distance, 
although Jakarta is 3 000 kilometres away and Sydney is further. We sit out here, unconnected from the rest of 
the country in so many different ways. We share a common rail line, although initially we could not even get that 
right, but we fixed it! We shared a telegraph cable, and that took a long time to get. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: That is right; a previous Premier of this state got them on board. There was the promise of 
rail infrastructure—good lord! A conservative delivering rail infrastructure, that is unique; but it has some 
history. 

We share these physical connections; we share a common coastline, but that is it. We do not share a power 
network or other utilities, such as happens on the east coast. Those sorts of devices are not available to us. We do 
not share those connections—those things that happen on a daily basis on the eastern seaboard that allow them to 
have a greater sense of their own Australia. Our Australia is quite different. Our Western Australia is extremely 
vast, and we have heard some great contributions by members from both sides—certainly from this side—from 
places as far afield as the Kimberley. We heard this afternoon many detailed speeches about Ernie Bridge, and 
they provided a particular insight for me in gaining a better understanding of the breadth of that character, 
because it extends from places like the Kimberley, embracing traditional ownership and greater connection to 
that land than perhaps other Indigenous communities have had the opportunity to maintain since European 
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settlement. It all adds to the idea that we need to better inform ourselves about our history and our commitment 
to our future. 

I think it was really important that the member for Kwinana made a somewhat controversial Address-in-Reply 
speech in saying that Western Australia was not formed out of a peaceful settlement; this place called Western 
Australia was indeed formed out of some bloodshed. Certainly, it was not on the scale of the War of American 
Independence or the American Civil War, but it did arise out of bloodshed, and we need to be completely open 
and honest about the concept that we actually dispossessed a whole race of people through ignorance, if nothing 
else, and through the crime of silence or through the crime of commission to actually hunt down and murder the 
Indigenous people of Western Australia. I think that is really important. For me, it does not detract from any 
sense of ownership that I have for this great, grand and graceful state; and it does not in any way diminish my 
contribution or invalidate my presence. In fact, knowledge of the traditional owners of Western Australia 
enhances my sense of place and my idea of what it is to be a Western Australian. We must embrace all of it if we 
are to contribute to its future in a full and holistic way.  

One of the things that really struck me whilst listening to members opposite is that it was difficult to find the 
contrast between the philosophical basis by which they have called themselves conservatives and the 
philosophical base by which they call themselves left of centre progressives or, in our case, the Labor Party and 
why I am a Labor man. It was really interesting because in this day and age we cannot necessarily always break 
it down policy by policy. For example, a number of members on the other side of this chamber are pro–gay 
marriage. A number of people on this side of the chamber—the progressive side—are anti–gay marriage. I 
completely respect the fact that there is a divergent set of views. When I break away from those different policy 
positions, whether they relate to uranium, gay marriage or a range of other areas that might traditionally fall 
along party lines and no longer do, where is the separation? Where does one stop being a conservative and start 
to become a progressive Labor person? Apart from a slavish commitment to the leader in the form of the Premier 
and whatever he says is gospel no matter when it was heard or read, no matter what ministerial appointment one 
has, the other thing that struck me was this concept or notion that the Liberal Party, and maybe less so the 
National Party—it would be interesting to test that—on the conservative side of politics stands for the rights of 
individuals and their inalienable right to make their own way in the world, make their own way through life and 
do as they please within the freedoms of their personal liberties, which is a small “l” view of the world. The 
contrast with my own values and those that I know to be the centre and the core of the Labor Party or the 
progressive side of politics is that we do not believe that the Liberal idea of the individual is supreme. We do not 
subscribe to that idea; we subscribe to the idea of collectivism. Before members opposite say that this is just a 
socialist rant and we will be a communist state before we know it, I draw their attention — 

Mr W.J. Johnston: If the Premier gets his way.  

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Even when I talk to the Premier about how he wants to renationalise the production of 
electricity in this state, I find it is a topsy-turvy world. It is all upside down. There are all sorts of different things 
that I am yet to fathom when it comes to the conservatives. 

For this side of politics, the progressive side, we do not get to claim the title of left of centre or progressive 
without the commitment to reform. If one is not a reformist, one is not left of centre; one is a conservative, a 
defender of the status quo. That is not a critique; it is not a slur at all. The conservative side of politics has a long, 
proud heritage of defending the status quo and keeping things the way they were. We can go back through the 
ages and look at the resistance to it. We on this side of Parliament believe that the group—the collective, the 
society, the community—actually forms the best basis by which we can build consensus and deliver a future that 
is for all and that talks about the idea of service for each other through collective work, with the team always 
outdoing the individual and always being stronger and more capable than any individual or the pursuit of any 
individual rights or freedoms within the bounds of our inalienable human rights. It is with that sort of view that 
we come to the thirty-ninth Parliament and we look for the legislative agenda, the grand vision or the idea that 
this government so handsomely won on. We look inside the policy direction of the last campaign to determine 
what the conservative side of politics has in store for the next four years for this great state. What is it? I am yet 
to find out, because when I review the piecemeal promises and the piecemeal announcements of the last election, 
I am completely bereft of an understanding of the central theme or the ambition. All we had was a series of 
promises. I might add that one of the best promises that the Liberal–National Party made, and now the Liberal–
National government will hopefully have to deliver on—although there is no guarantee that a promise, of itself, 
intones any idea that it might be delivered—was the airport rail link. I recall that in the previous Parliament, the 
thirty-eighth Parliament, many people got to their feet and said that an airport rail link was not needed. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Including the transport minister. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Yes, not the least of whom was the Minister for Transport. They said that an airport link is a 
waste of taxpayers’ money and is redundant. Yet during the campaign the government, which was trying to be 
returned, made promises that it did not believe in. How is it so? There are two things that would lead us to 
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believe that a conservative government, trying to be returned, would back something it does not believe in. One 
possibility is that we spooked it with Metronet. We got out of the blocks early and created a very large idea 
about public transport and the values that we have for public transport, not the least of which is the value of 
being able to do heavy-lifting urban rail, and we cornered the Liberal Party into matching a promise it did not 
want to make. That is one possibility. The other possibility is that it will say and do anything it can to get elected. 
If we subscribe to the second option that it will say and do anything to get re-elected, this idea speaks to the fact 
that it is rudderless. The Liberal–National government is simply going through an in-tray, because it is just about 
decisions. The in-tray fills up with decisions to be made and it makes decisions. Well done! What does it mean? 
Where is it taking this state? Where are we going as an isolated, proud, confident small business, if you will, of 
2.5 million people sitting on the Indian Ocean in the west? Where does it take us? Where is our future? Why 
have we not embraced it? Why was it not articulated by a government wanting to be returned, and which was so 
handsomely returned? It cannot, to my way of thinking, deliver a central theme or an idea about what it is about. 
It has a few “tough on law and order” issues. It was cornered into making a rail announcement and a bunch of 
other little localised things. It was more interested in what it could do at the local level to roll a sitting member or 
to carve the margin of a Labor member than in having the capacity and fortitude to present to the electorate a 
unifying guiding theme that would deliver a future that people can believe in. This government presented 
nothing to the electorate at the last election that said that it would present a future the electorate can believe in. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: The guiding theme of this returned government is just the election win. The guiding set of 
values and principles of this group of people is just to preserve the status quo of making sure that there is an in-
tray. If, for example, they had a very big agenda or a very big idea about where they want to take this place 
called Western Australia, why is it that we are sitting here, in our second week of Parliament, with not one bill to 
contemplate? Not one bill has been laid on the table. There is no legislative agenda that follows on naturally 
from the big grand vision that the Premier presented to the people of Western Australia. There is nothing. The 
notice paper should be groaning with what is on the agenda for us to deliver for the people of Western Australia. 
Look at the notice paper! It is one piece of paper, single-sided. It could have been printed on a piece of B5!  

Dr A.D. Buti: Double space! 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Triple space! It is not even signed! When we left this place at the end of the thirty-eighth 
Parliament, the notice paper was some 20 pages long, double-sided, tight as, replete with the ambitions of this 
side of the house and the ambitions of that side of the house. But now we have nothing. The government did not 
even reinstate all the bills on the notice paper. It could have done that. It could have reinstated all the bills by 
means of a couple of motions. But it did not do any of that. So, here we are, out in the west, drifting along, 
rudderless, not sure of where we are going, at the whim and whimsy of the winds that prevail through Asia and 
through our communities and our society. We are just drifting along, wondering. We are wondering about what 
is going to happen when floating LNG happens and we get none of it. We are wondering about when the Premier 
is going to call time on Oakajee and be honest with the people and say that Oakajee—one of the masthead 
beliefs or signature policy ideas that he would like to lay claim to—is dead. We are wondering about where the 
gas pipeline development is. We are wondering about when the Ord River is going to deliver the food bowl—the 
food bowl, not the sandalwood bowl —  

Ms R. Saffioti: Not the sugar bowl! 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: Not the sugar bowl, not the corn bowl — 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Not the rose bowl.  

Mr P.C. TINLEY: We could probably do roses. We could probably do roses in the Ord. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: No; too many insects. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Yes; aphids.  

So what is the Liberal–National government going to do? It is just going to chug along with the worst of those 
turgid ideas of just winning for the sake of it, just so that it can empty an in-tray. And, by the way, if the public 
servants get in the way and deign to question what the Liberal–National government is doing, they will be out. 
The government will have more front than Myers. It will come into this place and just wish things away. We 
have just heard the Minister for Energy come into this place and say, when he was asked a direct question about 
when did he learn about the re-merger of Verve and Synergy, that he cannot talk about that; that is cabinet-in-
confidence. Rubbish! That is rubbish, and he knows it. The very fact that that is just the whim of the Premier is 
not lost on the people of Western Australia. It is not lost on the backbench. All those economic dries on the back 
bench know it. They do not believe for one second that a re-merger is anything but just the edict of the Premier. 
They do not believe for one second that it is in the interests of this state to re-merge Verve and Synergy. Before 
the Minister for Energy came into this place, he spent his entire professional life talking about market forces, an 
open economy and the need to liberalise these sorts of utilities, and making obvious connections to the fact that 
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governments have gone out of all sorts of different businesses, not the least of which is airlines, and not the least 
of which is banks and floating the dollar—the sorts of things that are big economic movers. Yet this is the very 
person who wants to take a retrograde step that will take this state back to—where? Is this a progressive state? 
Not under this Premier. Those poor people in cabinet just have to kowtow and move according to the Premier’s 
whims and according to what he decides is in this state’s best interests. That is not democracy. That is not the 
Liberal Party’s idea of the right and power of the individual. Where is the right and power of the individual in 
the Liberal Party around that cabinet table? Where is it? The one thing I opened with was the differences 
between the left and the right of this chamber. There is the conservative side, the defenders of the status quo—
small “l” liberals defending individualism and the right of the individual to go peacefully and quietly into this 
world and make their own way, safe in the knowledge that they can stand on their own resources and own their 
own private property, and that is sacrosanct. They are all good Liberal values—no problems—but where is that 
at the cabinet table? Where is it? Where is the spine that will actually stand up to this Premier? Which one of 
them is it, because it ain’t the Treasurer? He is too busy trying to buy off the backbench, with flashing 40-kay 
signs for any of his friends, because he knows he needs to line himself up; the clock is ticking. So, either they 
have been bought off by the Treasurer for their silence or they are just spineless; they are just jelly backs who 
cannot stand up to this man, and he will take this state down. He will take it down, and I will tell members where 
it will come from—$23 billion worth of state debt! Suck on that, because in four years that is going to come 
home to roost, and all you dries over there, all you people, all you conservatives who want to defend the status 
quo, can defend that—defend our capacity, with declining revenue, to service that debt, and tell me that you are 
not going to consign certainly my eldest son to a long term of debt reduction and of cost and service reduction 
that will diminish the quality of life of the people of Western Australia. Tell me that. Tell me how we are going 
to pay down $23 billion worth of debt. 

By the way, of course, do not forget that we are borrowing on the credit card as well, because there is a future 
fund. We borrowed to put money into the future fund. I wonder what the interest rate is on that. What is the net 
return there? 

Ms R. Saffioti: Gee, thank goodness we’ve got a future fund! 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Thank goodness we have a future fund. 

The world is definitely upside down. The Premier wants to re-merge our electricity sector and he wants to create 
a future fund on the never-never card. He wants to keep racking up debt. He got cornered because he has no 
central value set in relation to where he wants to take this state. He has no centralised vision that actually 
delivers for a 10 and 20-year view of this state that the Premier or this government might hold. He got cornered 
into making a $1 billion commitment to a rail line that he does not believe in and his transport minister does not 
believe in. He committed to a re-merger of the energy producer in this state, which runs completely contrary to 
the economic rationale of not only the energy minister, but also probably every economic-thinking member 
across the chamber. All those opposite know it. The government has to pay for an inordinate number of 
promises. They know that the cost of that stadium will not be $1.3 billion with the associated transport 
infrastructure that will have to be plugged on the side of it; they know that it will not. They know that they 
cannot do a Friday night game, because to meet the requirements of the Friday night games for the east coast 
market, with the five o’clock kick-offs, they will be competing with people trying to use the rail line to actually 
get home. They know that they will not be able to fill the stadium, they know that these things are there, yet they 
continue to just sit there, either in the cabinet room or in the party room, and acquiesce. What has this guy got 
over them? Has he got photos of the goat? What does he know about them? What is he holding over them? What 
has he got that is making them such little people—small, tiny people, with no spine and with no capacity to 
actually stand up to this guy and say, “Do you know what, Premier? You’re taking the state in the wrong 
direction. You’re taking the state down. Seriously, you’re taking the state down like a Lancaster bomber over 
Berlin. It’s going down in flames”?  

In conclusion, I would like to move an amendment to the Address-in-Reply. The proposed amendment really 
speaks to the heart of what is wrong with this Premier, with this idea that he does not have, and with this 
intellectual cul-de-sac that is the Liberal Party.  

Amendment to Motion 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: I move — 

That the following words be added to the motion — 

but regrets to inform His Excellency that the Barnett government has failed to provide proper 
policing services in the Western Australian community 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [5.30 pm]: In question time today the member for Belmont asked the Minister for 
Police a dorothy dixer. The minister got it very wrong, which is a bit embarrassing. The member for Belmont 
might like to know that Don Randall, who she congratulated in her inaugural speech, is a great champion of the 
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24/7 police station in Armadale. Last year the member for Darling Range and I, in concert with Don Randall, 
managed to obtain 12 000 signatures —  

Ms R. Saffioti: How many?  

Dr A.D. BUTI: Twelve thousand signatures of people wanting a 24/7 public access police station in Armadale. I 
know that the member for Belmont has a long history with Don Randall. Some would say that he has been the 
member for Belmont’s mentor. I think the member for Belmont should not be duped by what the police minister 
is telling her. She should have an afternoon with Don Randall, who is a local politician in the Armadale region, 
as is the member for Darling Range, and as also am I, as the local member. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: And Don Randall was the local federal member covering Belmont as the member for Swan.  
Dr A.D. BUTI: He was the former member for Swan. We have a better idea of police concerns in the south east, 
or the Armadale region, than one would think the police minister has. The police minister tried to mock the 
public rally last Saturday. How dare she mock a public rally in Armadale of concerned citizens. How dare she try 
to mock that!  
Mrs L.M. Harvey: I did not mock those people.  
Dr A.D. BUTI: Yes, you tried very much to mock it. 
Do members know what the Minister for Police’s response was to the public rally? It was, “I will monitor the 
police and the criminal situation in Armadale.” I will read to the minister an email I received on 10 April. It 
states — 

On Monday night my daughter called 000 saying there was someone trying to get into the house here & 
her friend were sharing. She was told to go to a safe room & hang up. A few minutes later she rang & 
told them someone was in the house. The occupants of the house consisted of 2 females & 2 children. It 
took the police 25 minutes to get to them. This is horrific considering they live on Seventh Rd which is 
less than 5 minutes from the Armadale Police station. Because of the delay the burglar was able to enter 
the house & in doing so was able to steal a complete set of keys to the house before leaving. My 
daughter & her friend were so frightened with the delay she called me to take her l8yr old son to try to 
scare whoever it was away. I arrived 5 minutes after the police & I live in Kelmscott very close to the 
railway station … I now have the 2 children staying with me as they are too scared to go home yet in 
case the prowler comes back. My daughter & her friend are staying with another friend. The locks have 
been changed on the house at a cost of $800, which is a huge payout for a nurse who has to work extra 
shifts to make the money up. Because of the delay there are 2 children who are now separated from 
their mother so they feel safe. Please do something about getting better response times for our City. 

When the minister was on 6PR radio on Friday afternoon, one would not have thought that there were any 
problems in Armadale. People would think Armadale is swarming with police and that if a person rang 000 in 
Armadale the police would be there within five minutes—surely. In this case there was a home invasion and it 
took 25 minutes for police to attend! According to the minister, the police are out there in their cars. They are 
everywhere in Armadale, they are out there in their cars, so members would think it would not take 25 minutes.  

I will read parts of the speeches of a couple of people who made contributions to the rally on Saturday. I will 
quote initially from Cathy North, who is a resident of Camillo. I am sure the minister realises that Camillo is one 
of the higher crime rate areas in the south east corridor. In part, this is what Cathy North said — 

A 24/7 Police hub will see an increase in officers stationed in Armadale, but more importantly, it will 
mean we have officers who understand the issues that are specific to us. 

Whilst many of the crimes we see in Armadale are no different to what is being experienced in some 
other areas of Perth, we do have some issues that are specific to us. 
It must be extremely difficult and frustrating for Police Officers when they are sent to areas with 
minimal information or history of the area, no understanding of the climate and limited back-up readily 
available, especially at night. This is a risk to the Officers, is ineffective and the worst type of modelling 
you can apply. 
We need a Police presence that has a fundamental understanding of the underlying problems in the area. 
Who understand the Public Access Way system, where they lead and how they are used as a means of 
escape by both thieves and unlicensed bikes, especially at night. Officers who are familiar with nature 
and habits of the repeat offenders in the area and the tactics they use. Officers who have a local focus 
and can use knowledge gained over weeks or months, to recognise what is out of the ordinary especially 
at night. 
And lastly a physical place to attend if you are in trouble, feeling scared, threatened or vulnerable. The 
dark of night, when there are far fewer people around, no shops open and plenty of hiding places leaves 
people feeling very insecure, especially if you are in transit and unable to retreat into your own home.  
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I wonder what the Minister for Police’s answer is to someone who is outside their home without a phone, and 
someone is inside their house? They are going to ring up 000, are they? They might actually live only a few 
minutes away from the police station, but it is no good knocking on the door of Armadale Police Station because 
it is closed after four o’clock on weekdays and not open at all on weekends! How can a major regional centre 
like Armadale not have a police station open on a Friday or Saturday night? It is absurd!  

Cathy North goes on — 

At present, a call for assistance can see Officers coming from anywhere across the city, unless there is a 
car already in the area, we can expect travel times upwards of 25 minutes and should a higher priority 
call be received on route, the car will be diverted.  

… 

We call on Colin Barnett, Lisa Harvey and Karl O’Callaghan to get on board and recognise that the 
people of Armadale are of value, that the folk south of the river need the equivalent number of 
Metropolitan 24 hour Police Stations as North of the River where there are 4 compared to just 
Cannington and Fremantle down south and to accept that the Armadale station is the both the best 
placed and most in need for 24 hour, 7 day a week coverage. 

Denise Hardie works for Drug ARM and has worked and lived in the Armadale region for 40 years. She has a 
particular knowledge of youth problems in the area. She made a contribution to the rally and said, in part — 

Each year many organisations in the City of Armadale are given significant tax payer funding to tackle 
antisocial behaviour and crime, just based on our postcode being one of high crime risk areas. Youth 
Crime prevention and diversion is a huge part of my job. My staffs work with young people who all too 
often have been victims of crime, have drug issues thanks to the local drug dealer, or who are at risk of 
becoming perpetrators themselves because sadly it is the neighbourhood norm. My staff have been 
threatened with handguns, assaulted and are constantly reporting issues to the police, with no or poorly 
timed responses from the police.  

Increasingly we are seeing young people become victims of crime and young people are telling us that 
being assaulted in Armadale and having your possessions stolen is just a regular part of everyday living 
here for many of them.  

Gone are the day of community policing where the local police officer was visible known to all and was 
someone who a young person could go to when they found themselves in situations that were over their 
head. Gone are the days when you could expect to even see a police officer within a reasonable 
response time. Just last weekend when we needed the police to remove a person in our care for threats 
he made to staff and who had has his bail revoked, it took two days for the police to respond.  

We rang Cannington Police Station many times and the times when the phone didn’t ring out, we were 
told that there was only two police officers available for the whole south metro area. If the person acted 
on his threats, we were told to ring triple zero. Not good enough.  

In my role as a community sector worker, we need the support of the police to do our jobs properly and 
to ensure that those tax payer funds that are given to for crime prevention are as effective as possible.  

...  

And if you think it’s bad in the Armadale central area, just ask the local residents in outlying areas like 
Forrestdale and Roleystone — 

Which would be of particular concern to the member for Darling Range — 

where an afterhour’s police response isn’t even considered anymore because both the residents and the 
crims know it just isn’t coming.  

The minister on radio and also today did the usual trick that the Premier used to do by saying that all the 
residents of Armadale and I, as the member for Armadale, are advocating for is a front-desk service. Nothing 
could be further from the truth, minister. That is not what we are asking for. I will tell members why we are 
asking for a 24/7 police station. I have been told by senior police officers that the problem is that, to paraphrase, 
Armadale is so far away that sometimes when police reinforcements are requested, the police do not make it to 
Armadale because they are diverted to equally pressing police issues. If we had a 24/7 public access hub in 
Armadale, there would naturally be more police closer to Armadale for longer periods than under the current 
system. That has been told to me by senior police. I look forward to the briefing that the minister offered me; I 
replied in a letter yesterday. I am interested in how the minister’s briefing will be different from what police 
officers who work in the area have told me. They have told me that we are not asking for a front-desk service; 
we are asking for another Cannington. That is what we want in Armadale.  
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If 24/7s are not important, why did the government make an election promise that it will spend $90 million or 
$70 million on police stations, or some similar amount? If police stations are not important and every car is a 
police station, spend the money on the cars. Do not worry about the police stations. The minister has stated that 
every car is a police station. Do not waste the money on the police stations. Last Sunday, Cannington Police 
Station was closed for an upgrade. Why worry about it if police stations are not important? Why do we need to 
upgrade police stations if they are not important? It is interesting that Armadale is one of the areas with the 
highest crime rates and the local residents are advocating for a 24/7 police station as a conduit to a hub to have 
increased police, not just to have people behind the desk. The fact is we can use auxiliary staff in any case. In the 
last term did the Barnett government not commit to a 24/7 public access police station in Claremont? I think that 
is correct. The minister can correct me if I am wrong, but I think the minister admitted in the last — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It is the western suburbs.  

Dr A.D. BUTI: It will be allocated in Claremont. It is very interesting that we will have this western suburbs hub 
based in Claremont when we have a 24/7 police station about eight or 10 kilometres down the road in Fremantle 
and we have Perth central headquarters about 10 kilometres the other way. What does Armadale get? We have 
Cannington, which has to deal with north of Cannington, south of Cannington and up to Roleystone. For the 
poor people who live in Byford and Mundijong, their hub is Mandurah. Mandurah has to cover Byford, 
Mundijong and Serpentine. If we had the hub in Armadale, it could cover Byford and Mundijong. As the 
member for Darling Range well knows, that council is the fastest growing local government area in Australia. 
Granted it is coming from a low base, but the population growth in Armadale and surrounding regions will be 
greater than in the western suburbs. The population in the western suburbs will not be growing much more, but it 
will out our way. However, the minister’s only response is, “We are monitoring the situation; it’s fine; the police 
are on the beat.” There are so many police on the beat that it takes 25 minutes to respond to a home invasion! 
Surely the minister does not think that is sufficient or satisfying. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: I don’t. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: The minister surely does not think that it is sufficient to take 25 minutes to respond to a home 
invasion. I am sure that a lot of her backbenchers also would not agree it is satisfactory. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: It is not satisfactory; I accept that. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: Because we are in Armadale the minister does not give a damn. The minister does not give a 
damn about Armadale. The Premier said that he was going to come out to Armadale. Two years ago when I 
became the member for Armadale he said, “I’m going to be visiting Armadale a lot in the next two years.” How 
many times did he visit Armadale? It was probably no more than twice. He also said before the election 
campaign that he was going to have a policy for Armadale. I did not see one policy announced by the Premier in 
regard to Armadale—not one. What was the minister’s response to the concerned citizens of Armadale who 
attended a public rally? In my memory of living in Armadale for 43 to 44 years, I have never seen a public rally 
of that size. It was done with limited advertising. If we had had the money to advertise it properly, there would 
have been at least 500 people. The minister’s response was to go on air and say, “Things are fine in Armadale. 
We have all this police monitoring. They are in their cars. Each car is a police station.” The minister got on 
6PR — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: I didn’t say it was fine. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: Yes, you did, on Friday. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Get the transcript. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: Then she said after the rally, “Oh, I’m going to monitor the situation.” I can tell the minister that 
the situation in Armadale is terrible and her policing policy is not working. Commissioner of Police 
O’Callaghan, who came out to a public meeting in Kelmscott last year—it might have been the year before—
even agreed that there was great merit for Armadale to be the focus of a new hub. The police commissioner 
agreed that it was appropriate and that there was great merit in Armadale being a new hub. How could anyone 
argue otherwise? We are a growing regional centre. The minister’s response is, “Well, we will just have police 
cars.” 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: What was your policy, member? 
Dr A.D. BUTI: Does the minister know what our policy was? Read our policing policy for the election. It was 
that if we were elected, as a matter of priority we would be negotiating with the police commissioner about a 
24/7 station in Armadale. That was our policy. The minister did not even mention Armadale. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: You are ruling it out. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: I am not ruling it out. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: Yes, you have. The minister has ruled it out. She has mocked the local residents who have 
concerns. The minister does not live out that way, although I believe she grew up not too far away so that she 
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should be aware of the situation. The minister should be aware that people in Camillo, people in Brookdale and 
people in other areas of Armadale are scared to go out at night. The minister’s response is, “Oh, well; we don’t 
need people at the police station because they’re out there in the cars.” The fact is that they are not out there in 
the cars. It is an absolute disgrace! 

It is a fact that when we have a 24/7 station, there will be naturally, as a senior police officer told me, more 
police in Armadale. Even the police out on the beat are not always in their car. They occasionally have to go out 
and have their meals or they have to do paperwork. With Cannington being the central hub, most of that is done 
at Cannington; therefore, if the police are called out to a job in Cannington, they take only three or four minutes. 
But because they are based at Cannington, when they are called out to a job in Armadale, it takes them half an 
hour to get there. 

The minister’s policy as it currently stands has no merit, it has no credibility and it shows a complete lack of 
respect for the local residents of Armadale, Darling Range and even further south. It is a joke! It is bad enough in 
Armadale where we have some major issues with crime, but the poor residents of Roleystone do not even worry 
about ringing up as it is just not worth it—and the minister’s response is, “I’m going to monitor the situation.” 

I look forward to the minister monitoring the situation and I look forward to her showing some respect for the 
residents in the south east corridor, but at the moment her response has not been respectful. How dare she say 
that the residents — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: I didn’t say that. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: She did not say it, but how dare she imply that the residents of Armadale who attended a public 
rally on Saturday do not have merit in their argument for a 24/7 station. How dare the minister try to minimise it 
by saying that we want a 24/7 counter service. We do not want a 24/7 counter service; we want a proper 24/7 
police station like Cannington or like the new one in the western suburbs. That is what we want and it is about 
time this police minister gave it to us. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [5.50 pm]: I think the member for Armadale has given the government too 
much credit. I do not think it has a policing policy. Does the government still support the hub policy or not? Over 
the past four years we heard that the hub policy was the way to go, that there would be massive police hubs and 
suburban police stations would be shut. Then during the election campaign we saw a complete 180 on that policy 
with suburban stations supported and hubs maybe not being the way to go at all. The law and order policy of this 
government is absolutely all over the place. Today the member for Belmont outlined the policing and crime 
issues in Belmont. Everyone on this side — 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Crime out of control for four years.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Exactly. Every member on this side, and I think many on the other side, is getting increasing 
complaints about a lack of police presence, a lack of police in the community and antisocial behaviour issues 
throughout the community. I do not think the government’s strategy, if it has one, is working whatsoever and I 
think everyone knows it. We have seen the new Minister for Corrective Services. I do not know what he is trying 
to do, but in relation to his corrective services policy he said he now wants to reduce the prisoner population 
after saying for four and a half years that we should be increasing the prisoner population. I saw his interview 
last Friday night on 7.30 WA. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: That was a cracker! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was a cracker and I urge everyone to watch that interview because it was pretty much the 
highlight of my Friday night, which says what Friday nights consist of currently!  

Mr T.K. Waldron interjected.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Dockers played on Saturday, mate!  

Mr D.A. Templeman: It was a Vicky Pollard speech. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was a Vicky Pollard speech. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: “Yeah but, no but.”  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: “So do you want to increase prisoner population?” “Yeah, but no!” I do not think the law 
and order strategy is at all working. I do not think that there is a strategy. I think the issue of policing the 
community is something that the government has failed to grapple with over the past four and a half years. The 
government went on the path of saying, “A police car is a mobile police station.” No-one believes that. I do not 
think the police believe it. No-one in the community believes that a police car is a mobile police station. First of 
all, there is the issue of people wanting to know with some certainty that they can go to speak to someone in an 
office about an issue in their community. They want to establish relationships over time. Again, the key issue is a 
lack of community policing and that a police car driving past occasionally is not community policing. People 
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want to establish relationships, they want to have trust in that relationship and they want to be able to access their 
police whenever and wherever possible. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: You’re taking us back to the 50s! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The concept of community policing — 

Dr A.D. Buti: It might be all right for you in South Perth, mate! 

Mr J.E. McGrath: We have a lot of crime in South Perth, don’t worry about that. Most of it is probably coming 
from your electorate. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Sorry, what was that? 

Dr A.D. Buti: I want to place on record you’ve got to be careful what you say, member for South Perth. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I heard it; the member for South Perth said that he has a lot of crime in his suburb and it 
comes from the member for Armadale’s electorate; that is what he said. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: And he’s proud of it, too. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He seems to be smiling about it. The issue of community policing might be a 50s concept 
but it is as relevant today as it was in the 1950s; it is actually more relevant. With the issue of more youth being 
disengaged, it is actually more important today to establish those relationships. We talk about police and 
community youth centres. They are something that governments ignore during the normal course of government 
and during election periods there is a sudden love for PCYCs because the government knows they are popular 
and they know that people like that relationship with their local police through those services. Like I said, 
community policing might be an old-fashioned concept, and call me old-fashioned — 

Mr J.E. McGrath: The world has grown; the population has grown a bit. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The population has grown and police numbers have grown, but not sufficiently and we need 
more police in the community; that is what we need. We need people to have trust and respect for the police, but 
trust and respect have disappeared over the years because relationships have not been developed.  

I want to go over some of the law and order issues in Ballajura because it was probably the best example of this 
government’s failure in the law and order debate in WA. In 2009 this government closed the Ballajura Police 
Station. They did it without any consultation and with little or no communication with the local community. 
They informed people at a forum I had organised to discuss policing. There I was organising a forum to discuss 
local policing when the police rocked up and said, “Oh, yes, by the way, we are closing your police station.”  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: They certainly discussed it.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. They closed the police station. I raised the issue of the Ballajura Police Station 
numerous times. I raised it through correspondence, I raised it through grievances and I raised it directly with the 
minister and other senior people in the police service. We tabled a significant petition and ran another campaign. 
I think we got more than 4 000 signatures from just the Ballajura suburb. It was not as big as the member for 
Armadale’s petition, but it was restricted to just the suburb of Ballajura. There was basically no support from the 
other side. Time and time again I was told that police cars were mobile police stations and that we do not need a 
police station to provide an appropriate service. The people in Ballajura who raised concerns were told the same 
thing.  

A letter from the government in 2009 said that the relocation of police from Ballajura to Kiara would provide 
increased patrol capacity and the realignment would result in not only increased patrols but higher visibility. The 
argument put to me was that the closure of the Ballajura Police Station and moving the police up to 11 
kilometres away to the Kiara Police Station—not a designated hub, just the Kiara Police Station—was that 
moving those police out of Ballajura would increase police visibility and police patrols.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: You are denigrating our police force; that is what you are doing. Our police force does an 
amazing job. What about getting with the real world? There are helicopters there. You want police officers riding 
push bikes.  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Members! The member for West Swan has the floor. She did 
not ask for that interjection, member for South Perth, so continue member.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for South Perth just insulted everyone in Armadale and I am sure there are 
some police officers living in Armadale who currently feel insulted. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, exactly.  
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Mr J.E. McGrath: We had the South Perth Police Station closed and had to go to the one in Kensington. 
Policing has changed. Don’t you understand that?  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members!  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for South Perth might like closing police stations, but I do not.  

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Member for South Perth I understand. Member for West Swan, move on 
because you are now baiting the member for South Perth, so it does not help.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: All I am saying is that I support local police stations. It is not that controversial. I might be 
old fashioned, but I support police in the community.  

As I said, I will raise a number of issues. I want to put on record once again some of the federal Liberal Party 
members’ contributions on this issue during that time. The member for Armadale had support from the federal 
member for Canning. I did not have quite the same amount of support from the member for Cowan. I will read 
an email from the federal member for Cowan on not going into bat to save the Ballajura Police Station—no, no, 
no. It reads — 

The state MLA is running on this and getting support.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Getting support. They like police stations too.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It continues — 

I think that it will be just a matter of time before she tries to turn it on me as a Liberal. I had a concept 
that may be able to get the truth going in this issue and focus in the right area. Soon I have an 
unaddressed mail out of an envelope into Ballajura. I propose to include a letter to the Police 
Commissioner, that the resident can put their name to and put into a box at local newsagents. The letter 
would ask the Commissioner to reverse his decision. An explanatory letter in my envelope would say 
that this is his decision. The result being that the locals identify the decision with the Commissioner and 
not the State Government or Liberal Party, and I get profile for trying to assist.  

That is good community work for the member for Cowan. It continues — 

What do you think? Luke  

Anyway, the minister’s office at the time was not very happy with that strategy because they thought, “Hang on, 
it may actually backfire on us.” Poor old Luke did not go ahead with that strategy after all. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Before the suspension, I was in the middle of discussing the closure of the Ballajura Police 
Station by the government in 2009. In case some of my colleagues missed it, I will reiterate some of the 
comments made by the federal member for Cowan when the police station was closed. Instead of advocating for 
keeping the police station open, rather than trying to get the police station back, in 2009 he wrote in an email to 
the then Minister for Police’s office — 

… The State MLA is running on this and getting support. I think that it will be just a matter of time 
before she tries to turn it on me as a Liberal. I had a concept that may be able to get the truth going in 
this issue and focus in the right area. Soon I have an unaddressed mail out of an envelope into Ballajura. 
I propose to include a letter to the Police Commissioner, that the resident can put their name to and put 
into a box at local newsagents. The letter would ask the Commissioner to reverse his decision. An 
explanatory letter in my envelope would say that this is his decision. The result being that the locals 
identify the decision with the Commissioner and not the State Government or Liberal Party, and I get 
profile for trying to assist. What do you think? Luke. 

That is incredible. As I said, he was not really going in to bat for it. I had very little support from the Liberal 
people in the area to keep that police station open. It was very disappointing to see that the federal member for 
Cowan was too interested in the politics of the issue and not in trying to keep the police station open. 

I raised this issue on numerous occasions. I was going to count the number of times I have mentioned the 
Ballajura Police Station in Hansard over the last four and a half years, but I think it would be upwards of 100. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I think it would be, and I know because I sat next to you the whole time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. I raised it again and again. The government said that a police station was not needed in 
Ballajura. It said that policing would improve when the police station in Ballajura was closed because every 
police car would be a mobile police station. The government said that hubbing was the way to go and that police 
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hubs would deliver a better service to the community. The government maintained that policy for 1 342 days. I 
will repeat that: for 1 342 days the government said Ballajura did not need a police station. Then a funny thing 
happened during the election campaign. The Liberal Party, as we know, had a lot of money and did a lot of 
polling. I am not sure whether some of my colleagues had a similar experience, but in the first couple of weeks 
of January the Liberal Party was polling my electorate on a daily basis. I know people who were polled three or 
four times by the same company. The last question in the polling was: what can the Liberal Party commit to in 
Ballajura that will change your mind? That was the polling question asked. What election commitment can the 
Liberal Party commit to that would have you consider voting for Natasha Cheung? That was the question asked. 
I think that in that polling a lot of people said they wanted a Ballajura police station. I think that is what 
happened, because for 1 342 days the Liberal Party said that we did not need a police station, but with 25 days to 
go to the election to our great surprise—we were agog and aghast—the government, the Liberal Minister for 
Police, came out and said, “We’re going to build a Ballajura police station.”  

Mr P. Papalia: How embarrassing! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is what happened! 

Mr P. Papalia: They don’t get involved in operational decisions!  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will go through it again for members: for 1 342 days the government told my electorate that 
it did not need a police station; police stations were so 1950s, so yesterday! They said we did not need police 
stations and that they were very old-fashioned. They said we did not need police stations anymore, because every 
police car is a mobile police station and we would get a better service if they put all the police 11 kilometres 
away in another police station! So, for 1 342 days the government said, “No, no, no! Police stations reduce the 
service to the community!” They told us that we did not need a police station and that all we needed were more 
cars whizzing past. So, for 1 342 days the government said, “No police station!” but after a bit of polling—or let 
us face it, a lot of polling—after ringing thousands of people, I think Menzies House said, “Hang on! We’ve got 
an issue here. We think the people in Ballajura want a police station!” Who would have thought that people want 
a local police station? After all of this polling —  

Dr A.D. Buti: But they would not have agreed to it, surely?  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As I said, I was agog and aghast when I got a phone call from somebody saying that the 
Liberal Party had committed to a police station in Ballajura. I was doorknocking at the time and, seriously, I had 
to sit down on the grass to compose myself. I was waving myself with my little pamphlet, which set down my 
commitment to a police station, and thinking to myself, “Goodness gracious! Could they be so duplicitous?” I do 
not know whether that is the word, but I cannot even begin to describe how, after 1 342 days hearing the 
government say, “You do not need a police station! You’re an idiot for asking for one and the people of 
Ballajura shouldn’t get a police station,” and with 25 days to go to the election, after a bit of polling—or let us 
face it, a lot of polling — 

Dr A.D. Buti: Luke might have had something to do with it!  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Luke was doorknocking his little heart out. So, with 25 days to the election, the government 
committed to a Ballajura police station. As I said, it floored me for a little bit, but then I rebounded and I thought 
that people were not so crazy that they would not know that it was this government that shut their police station! 
Of course, the people in the electorate of West Swan realised that it was the Liberal Party that had shut the police 
station and had told them for 1 342 days that they did not need a police station. So, there it is: the Liberal Party 
committed to a police station, which I am happy about. I am happy that the Liberal Party committed to a 24/7 
police station in Ballajura.  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: It wasn’t going to be 24/7; it was for a police station. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Is the minister saying that it is not 24/7?  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: No; it is 24-hour policing, but it was not a 24/7 police station—not in Ballajura, no.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: So it was not a 24/7 police station? The minister is on record saying it will not be a 
24/7 service.  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Not in Ballajura, no.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The minister is saying there was no commitment for a 24/7 Ballajura police station. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: There was a commitment for a Ballajura police station, but I have already talked about the 
24/7 police stations being located more strategically throughout the metropolitan area.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is okay. I just want the minister on record saying that she does not believe that the 
Liberal Party committed to a 24/7 police station. That is the minister’s belief, but I am sure that in the fullness of 
time the full facts — 
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Mrs L.M. Harvey: I invite you to look at the document that went out.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The minister can look at the documents, but I am sure that in the coming weeks the full facts 
will come out. I remember that the government said it did not promise an Ellenbrook train line! Do members 
remember that? It did not promise that there would be a train line! 

Mr P. Papalia: It’s the Swan Hills strategy! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The way you guys treated the people of West Swan is absolutely incredible!  

I will finish off. As I said, I wanted a police station in Ballajura. The Labor Party was going to build one, but we 
lost the election. However, the Liberal Party matched my commitment. It followed my commitment and after a 
bit of polling, with just 25 days to the election, it figured out that the people of Ballajura wanted a police station. 
But I was a little worried when yesterday on one of the radio stations—I think 720 ABC—a senior police officer 
in the executive said that he was not going to get into the politics of opening a Ballajura police station. He kept 
going on and on; he said that the police were certainly aware of the community concerns out there and were 
paying them some attention. He was not very committal about a Ballajura police station. It reminds me a little of 
the Ellenbrook rail line commitment; there was silence, then there was, “Yes, we’re going to do it”, and then 
there was a redefinition and a hope that there would somehow be a second-term commitment. But there it is: the 
story of the Ballajura police station, of which I am sure there will be further chapters in this chamber. I am 
positive that there will be more chapters because the minister now says that the government never committed to 
a 24/7 police station. That is very interesting and, as I said, in the coming weeks it will once again be shown that 
the Liberal Party will say and do anything in an election campaign to get elected. It does not care how many 
people it lies to or what the truth is. 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro) [7.10 pm]: It is my pleasure to follow on from the member for West Swan in 
discussing this amendment to the Address-in-Reply motion — 

but regrets to inform His Excellency that the Barnett government has failed to provide proper policing 
services in the Western Australian community 

It is noteworthy that I am following the member for West Swan; she has spoken extensively and forcefully on 
this matter in this place for the four and a half long years of the first term of the Barnett government. She has 
come in here on behalf of those citizens of Western Australia who happen to be fortunate enough to reside within 
her electorate and to have such a forceful representative in this place, and on their behalf she has said over and 
again that the government should not have shut the Ballajura Police Station. Then, when that protest on behalf of 
her constituents was ignored outright by the Barnett government and it shut the Ballajura Police Station 
regardless of the views of the local citizenry, the member for West Swan took up arms on behalf of her 
constituents and fought for four years to get the government to reopen that police station. She even managed, 
very early on and under very difficult circumstances, to convince her own side to commit to the necessary 
funding and policy strategy required to support her argument for a police station in Ballajura.  

As the member pointed out so well, the government argued against the police station for years and told the 
residents of Ballajura and surrounding areas, in language that was Orwellian in nature: “What we’re going to do 
is provide you with better policing by cutting your police station. Then what we’re going to do is provide you 
with better policing; because local police stations are so old, passé and 1950s, we’re going to provide you with a 
police station in a car.” That is modern policing, according to the Barnett government, and that is what the 
government said for four years. Whenever the government was taken to task in this place or in the local media by 
the member for West Swan, whichever hapless minister happened to have responsibility for the portfolio at the 
time would stand in front of the press and say, “Those sorts of operational commitments are not our prerogative; 
we do not control over where police stations go. Those are operational decisions made purely by the 
commissioner. We don’t get ourselves involved in that sort of detail. We allow the professionals to advise us on 
that subject matter.” 

I know that is what they said, because they said the same thing in the electorate of Warnbro. They said the same 
thing to the tens of thousands of people who reside in the northern suburbs of Mandurah and the southern and 
eastern suburbs of Rockingham. That is something in the order of 60 000 residents who do not have a police 
station or a police hub, but are stuck in a policing vacuum, which happens by unhappy coincidence to coexist 
with a public transport vacuum in between Rockingham and Mandurah. That vacuum of policing is equidistant 
in geographical terms between the hub in Rockingham and the hub in Mandurah. When police ministers 
occasionally ventured south of the river, we were told, again using Orwellian language, that the locals would get 
better policing by doing away with the old-fashioned concept of a local police station. Apparently, they would 
get better policing because concentrating police resources in the hubs of Rockingham and Mandurah would 
somehow provide a better service to suburbs some distance away. We heard that frequently. We did not hear it 
directly from the mouth of the former police minister in Rockingham, because he was not willing to come to the 
public meeting; he sent the commissioner to the meeting. The commissioner and a couple of senior officers bore 
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the brunt of local disquiet over the lack of police response in the southern and eastern suburbs of Rockingham 
and the northern suburbs of Mandurah. They were told by the police commissioner that there was never a 
requirement for a police station between the Rockingham and Mandurah hubs. He could not remember saying it 
anyway. It was mentioned in some other political debate or something of that nature. I like Karl and I respect 
him but on that occasion his memory failed him. For some time there was a clear commitment under the 
previous government, and I believe even the one before that, that a future police station in the southern suburbs 
of Rockingham would be located in Port Kennedy. The previous Labor government realised that the geographic 
base of the population or the centre of gravity of the base of population growth was shifting south and east of 
Rockingham and so it was necessary to move the police station to Secret Harbour to fill that gap—that is, for it 
to be equidistant between the Rockingham and Mandurah hubs. If we wanted to put a hub there, for want of a 
better description, it would work because the police located in that police station at Secret Harbour would 
provide a presence merely by going to and from work. Beyond that, their response was going to naturally and 
undeniably be faster than a response from the Rockingham or Mandurah hubs or from some other distant 
location that happened to have an additional car or someone free to respond when someone called 131 444 or 
000. It is undeniable that a police station should be located in the middle, and I would argue that it should be a 
hub if we are going to stick with the argument about hubs.  

I suggest that for 50 000 or 60 000 people to be without a police station and without a permanent police presence 
is too many people. I know that is too many people because there are fewer people than that around the brand-
new Cottesloe hub. Amazingly, the government managed to find money to build the Cottesloe hub immediately 
after it cancelled the plans to build a police station at Secret Harbour. It shifted the funds that had been allocated 
to building the police station that had been in the last budget of the Labor government. The land had been 
purchased. Immediately after it made the decision, having come to office and said it would fulfil that promise by 
the Labor Party, the police minister spoke to the local media and confirmed that the government would meet that 
commitment. Subsequently, the government realised that it needed to build a police station in the electorate of 
Cottesloe, so it miraculously determined that there was no longer a need for a police station in Secret Harbour or 
in the southern and eastern suburbs of Rockingham and the northern suburbs of Mandurah. Instead, there was an 
urgent need for $10 million to be shifted so that could be contributed to building the hub in the western suburbs 
of Perth. Why can the Premier’s electorate not get a police car? Why can the Premier not get the benefit of 
modern policing? Why do Labor seats benefit from modern policing in the form of a police car?  

It leads me to suspect that perhaps there is more to this, because the response we invariably got was that the 
government had nothing to do with the location of police stations; that was an operational decision. So it was 
impossible for the police minister, as much as she commiserated and sympathised with the local population when 
she came down during the election campaign and went to a meeting with the councillors at the Rockingham 
council offices with my opponent—the guy with the promise of a $55 million train station who did not deliver—
and some guy from the upper house who purports to represent Rockingham but has delivered zero in his entire 
time in office — 

Mr J.E. McGrath: He delivered a marina.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: A road that was funded by the federal government. That is the only thing he has delivered, a 
road funded by the federal government.  

They had a meeting with local councillors and some residents from the southern suburbs of Rockingham, which 
was interesting. They invited the residents’ association to come along to that meeting, and the minister was 
cloistered in an environment where she could not possibly be questioned by any opponents. I think there was not 
even too much in the way of questioning from the media. It seems the communication was one-way traffic. The 
minister is very good at smiling. The former member for Pilbara often referred to that engaging smile in a 
number of his speeches. She is very good at engaging with the concerned citizenry and explaining that they have 
her full sympathy, her deepest empathy. However, she has no capacity to shift the location of a police station or 
decide the location of a police station because that is entirely Karl’s job.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: That’s what he did. It was his decision.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: Let me do the storytelling. The member for South Perth has already spoken about the hotbed 
of crime in South Perth, and his credibility evaporated the moment he spoke about the necessity — 

Mr J.E. McGrath: We get plenty of crime in South Perth.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: I like the member for South Perth, and I know that we get the benefit of modern policing, but 
I can honestly say that there is more need for a police presence in some Labor seats than in South Perth.  

When the minister was asked about moving the police station and whether she could get one, the citizens of 
southern Rockingham and northern Mandurah were told, “No, I can’t do that. I have no power. It is an 
operational decision by the uniformed police, represented by Commissioner O’Callaghan. They’re the people 
who decide these things.” 
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During the course of the election campaign I was out campaigning, a lot like the member for West Swan but 
probably nowhere near as effectively and powerfully, because her ability to withstand the onslaught of the 
Liberal Party money machine was extraordinary and worthy of acknowledgement on every possible occasion. 
Nevertheless, I was out there campaigning and I heard an extraordinary claim in the media that the government 
had apparently promised a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week police station in Ballajura. I knew that could not possibly 
be true, because I had been told so many times over the course of the first term of the Barnett government that 
the government had no control over where police stations were located. It was not a political decision; it was an 
entirely operational decision, and so I knew that this claim in the media could not possibly be true. But it caught 
my attention because I was attuned to anything with the word “police” in it, particularly with the word “station” 
immediately following thereafter. That got my attention, but I knew it could not be true. So I contacted my good 
friend the member for West Swan and sought her advice. Was this true? Could it be true that the government 
made this claim in the media during the election campaign, and at the death knell of the first term of the Barnett 
government, in a desperate attempt to wrench from Labor a seat it so desired to win and on which it spent more 
than $300 000 in the campaign, after telling the people of Western Australia for more than four and a half years 
that the government was not capable of making decisions about the location of police stations? They were so 
sure that they were going to win that the Premier showed up with television cameras on election day in the 
electorate of West Swan to announce the victory in advance. Could it be that, after all those years of one minister 
after another putting their hands on their hearts and absolutely denying the ability to shift the location of the 
police station, not only could they shift the location of the police station, but also they could completely backflip 
on the requirement for a police station that they had said for four years was not required? That could not be. 
Surely not, member for South Perth; tell me it ain’t so. 

Call me a sceptic, but I have concerns about the honesty, integrity and transparency of some of the statements 
made by members of the Barnett government, particularly some of the ministers. Surely that would not have 
occurred. Surely the leader of a government who has, over time, purported to be open and accountable—I think 
that is laughable now; I think we all know that that is a joke—and who regularly told people that he was willing 
to be open, tell the truth and be honest and that he was about re-establishing the trust of the Western Australian 
public in the parliamentary system would not have had his police ministers tell the people in Ballajura that they 
did not need a police station, that it was unnecessary and that they were going to get the benefit of modern 
policing because they were in a Labor seat. Surely he would not have done that and then, only weeks before the 
election, following copious amounts of polling of the local Ballajura populace, backflipped and said, 
“Commissioner, you know how we’ve been saying that you control where police stations go? On this occasion, 
commissioner, sorry, sunshine; we need a police station in Ballajura. Those people in Ballajura are just not 
listening to us. They don’t believe us when we tell them that they’re going to get the benefit of modern policing. 
They don’t believe us when we tell them that a couple of blokes in a car will solve their problems. What they 
want is a police station. They’re old-fashioned out in Ballajura. They think that policing will be provided by a 
police presence.” That is outrageous and incredible. I am sure that whoever was on the phone to the 
commissioner would have commiserated with his feelings. I imagine he would have said something along the 
lines of, “But don’t you think that’s a bit transparent after having public meetings when we told them they did 
not need a police station? Don’t you think that’s a little transparent after we sent mail-outs informing the 
residents that they were going to get the benefit of modern policing and all the other associated pluses that come 
from living in a Labor seat under the Barnett government? Don’t you think that that might be a bit obvious?” 
Karl is a pretty sharp guy; not much gets by him. He would have said, “I’m sorry, minister, but it’s going to look 
a bit embarrassing.” The minister would have said, “No; we know what to do. We’ll send out the boss, because 
the boss is good at this. The boss has had a lot of practice. When the boss gets in front of the cameras and has to 
perform a backflip with a three-quarter twist with a difficulty of 9.9, he is like a machine. He delivers.” The guy 
delivers, and we have seen him do it with little Frankie—sorry; the member for Swan Hills. We have seen him 
do it, despite the reality of being caught on camera making a promise. We have then seen him deny that promise, 
and we have then seen him deny that he even made that denial! It is just extraordinary. But we have seen him. 
He is good. He is practised. He is well versed. This is the man for the job. So, what did we see in the election 
campaign? The boss went out there, dutifully accompanied by the new Minister for Police, who smiled at all the 
constituents with her engaging smile and said, “We sympathise and empathise with you so much in your Labor 
seat, which normally would get the benefit of modern policing, that we are going to deliver to you 1950s 
policing. We are going to deliver to you a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week police station, just like they had in the 
1950s, and just like what you Labor constituents all want. That is despite the fact that we tried to re-educate you 
and tell you about the benefits of modern policing. We tried to tell you that a police car is better than a station. 
But we understand that in the end, you just did not get it. So we are going to send the boss out, and he is going to 
convince you.” 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [7.30 pm]: There is absolutely no reason why members opposite, 
particularly new members, would not be supporting this amendment to the motion. 

Several members interjected. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 7 May 2013] 253 

 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Certainly the member for Southern River would be devoid of anything like that. 

The seriousness of this matter of policing in Western Australia is a real problem that this government has created 
for itself. It is a real problem that the Minister for Police has created for herself. It is a problem that was created 
when the Barnett government was first elected in 2008, and it is a problem that will come back to haunt the 
minister. As has been said by other members on this side, the false promises that were made during the election 
campaign, and before, are coming home to roost for this government—they really are—and the minister is going 
to be backpedalling constantly over the coming months, and year, while she is still being favoured by the 
Premier. We know, of course, that the Premier has a history of booming about and boosting up someone, only to 
slice them off at the end. We only need to look at what happened to the Minister for Police’s predecessor, and 
also, in more recent times, to the director general of the Department of Corrective Services. Any minister or 
public servant would quake in their boots if they were told by the Premier that they not only have his confidence, 
but he thinks they are the best minister or best public servant that he has seen for some time, because they know 
that is the death knell for them.  

I want to tell the minister this, and I will use my electorate as an example. The member for Warnbro has very 
eloquently highlighted the ongoing issue of policing in the North Mandurah–South Rockingham area. His 
statistics are correct in terms of population growth. His comments about the views of the people who live in that 
part of the southern corridor are also absolutely correct. To use the words of the people who live in that area, 
they feel as though they are living in a police-free zone. Those are not the words of the member for Warnbro or 
me. Those are the words of the members of the public who attended the commissioner’s forum that was held in 
Rockingham last July as part of the south metropolitan hub district commissioner consultation. A number of the 
residents at that forum, particularly those who live in the northern suburbs of Mandurah, and also in the southern 
suburbs of Rockingham, including Singleton and Golden Bay, said that they feel as though they are living in a 
police-free zone. This is not, and was not, a criticism of the police men and women who are expected to police a 
district area that is now massive, not only geographically, but also in terms of the population that it is servicing 
now and will be expected to service into the future. That is the term they used: police-free zone. They were not 
criticising the police; they were simply recognising that that area and the southern areas of Rockingham are now 
policed by the Mandurah station. The government’s police officers tell me—they cannot say it publicly—and we 
know, that on any given night, particularly on weekends, Friday and Saturday nights, the Mandurah station will 
usually have three, and sometimes four, vehicles on the road at any one time, but they are expected to police an 
area that goes as far south as Lake Clifton, the island of Dawesville, Halls Head, central Mandurah and out to 
Pinjarra, and then, of course, across to the northern suburbs of Mandurah, the eastern belt of Greenfields, 
Lakelands and Madora Bay, and then, in the City of Rockingham boundary, to Singleton, Golden Bay and Port 
Kennedy. It is a huge population, with a huge number of young families. There are lots of young people and lots 
of retirees, and three vehicles are available on the weekends. It is simply inadequate, and it is being made more 
difficult because the government amalgamated the Peel police district in 2009. The Peel police district was a 
district in its own right, but the minister’s government allowed it to be amalgamated with those northern 
localities, including the City of Rockingham and the City of Kwinana, which have, and have had, their own 
policing, community, social and crime issues over a long period. 

The government then expected the new hub in Rockingham to deliver the same service, or what the government 
said was a better, improved service. That has not happened. In 2009, knowing that the government wanted to do 
this, I wrote to the five local government authorities in the Peel region, and I said that we need to fight a 
rearguard action against this, because the government had been trying to do this for literally nearly a decade—
that is, downgrade the Peel police district. Unfortunately—this is a criticism I have of the five local 
governments—they did not respond. I said that they should be seeking urgent meetings with the minister and 
they should be moving motions in council. They did not do it. I did not even get a response. That includes from 
my own council. I think they were sold a pup by the then police minister and, indeed, by the commissioner’s 
plans to create this new entity. 

In November last year, I asked the Minister for Police, by way of a question in this place, how many community 
policing officers there are now under the new arrangement, or the arrangement post-2009, and how many there 
were prior to 2009. The minister’s answer to me in November last year was that prior to 2009, 2.5 full-time 
equivalent community policing officers were stationed in Mandurah. Now there are two FTEs in the district, but 
that includes Rockingham and Mandurah. We now have only two community policing officers who are expected 
to do one of the most important and one of the most strategic roles. The government has reduced the number in 
total and then spread them out over a greater area to try to do an increasingly difficult job. That is one stark 
example of what this government has done. 

A very worthwhile youth program called Street Net also operated in Mandurah prior to 2009. It involved two 
designated police officers working with youth workers on the streets. I went out with them in their vehicles on a 
couple of occasions. What did this government do once this amalgamation took place? It took away the two 
police officers from Street Net. Street Net is now a shadow of itself despite the very good and hard work by the 
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one youth worker now left there. That person will not ever be expected to do the strategic work with young 
people that was able to be done when two police officers were assigned to that program.  

Towards the second half of last year there was a huge spike in burglaries in Mandurah. What was the police 
minister’s response? Her response was, “Oh, we’ll send a few officers down to try to clean up some of the 
unsolved burglaries, or burglaries that we haven’t been able to get to.” This was because just under 
seven per cent of the burglaries reported in Mandurah had actually resulted in prosecution. Seven per cent! What 
was the Minister for Police’s reaction? It was, “We’ll get a little SWAT team to come down and clean up some 
of the stuff.” She totally missed the point that if we have more police officers working within the community, 
including resourcing community and strategic policing that should be taking place, we would actually be dealing 
with burglaries and other unsociable behaviours at source. Hopefully, if a good job is done of resourcing those 
community police officers and resourcing local police, and making sure they are actually not only present on the 
road but also working with a lot of community networks and the community organisations, we might start to 
prevent some of these burglaries in the first place. The Minister for Police totally missed the point.  

During the election campaign the Minister for Police also came to Mandurah, on a whirlwind tour of electorates, 
to talk to people. There was a pitiful turnout in Greenfields; I think partly because the Liberal candidate for 
Mandurah actually got the date wrong and sent out letters for the wrong date! But apart from that, what people 
want and have been saying for a long time now, particularly since the amalgamation that this government foisted 
upon us, is more police officers based in Mandurah. That way, while we wait for a police station to be built in 
Secret Harbour or Port Kennedy, we can actually start servicing those people who in many respects have almost 
given up. I think the minister is absolutely missing this point: there is a lot more crime now that is not even 
reported. Whether it be petty crime or not, there is a lot of crime that is not even being reported because people 
do not even think that police officers will get there to deal with what has happened to them. When we get to that 
point, it is very serious. We then start to lose confidence in the whole system, not only the policing but also the 
other aspects of community that make a community not only feel safe but know it is safe.  

This is a serious matter for my community, particularly in Mandurah. Two weeks ago a taxidriver died after an 
altercation in his taxi. It is alleged that there was a very violent altercation in his taxi that resulted in that 
taxidriver passing away. After the Crab Fest in mid-March there was the horrific murder of a young man, who 
was a dad going home to his family. It will be alleged that he was murdered by five perpetrators; a number of 
them young people, from various parts of Perth, not just from Mandurah. Added to that, I was talking to a fellow 
about an hour ago about an attack on him that happened while he was working as a manager of one of the local 
sporting clubs—I am not going to mention which one. It was a horrific attack; he was punched and stomped on, 
and ended up in Peel Health Campus.  

What are people saying? This is serious; I have reached the stage of not liking watching the news, particularly on 
Saturday and Sunday nights, because when I see the headlines of some altercation, some stabbing, some violent 
attack or some out-of-control party the first thing I say to my wife is, “Please don’t let this be Mandurah again.” 
It is starting to hurt our brand. I do not like saying this publicly. I have lived in Mandurah for 26 years, but I now 
consistently hear about unsociable behaviour, the unacceptable stuff that is occurring in some neighbourhoods, 
the violence that is occurring, the way people are treating each other, and of course the high-profile murders and 
attacks that we have experienced in that place particularly in the past couple of years. I have been asking for 
more police, but do not get me wrong, that is not the only solution; more police will help us but it will not solve 
these underlying issues. But there is now a gutting of some of the community services that had a direct influence 
with policing, where the police men and women knew the families and worked with all the young people, and 
there was good corporate knowledge and good understanding. They knew families and they worked with them 
and liaised with them. When they went out in the street, like they did with Street Net, the kids knew them; they 
knew Phil Tuffin who was with Street Net for 10 years. Those people, as well as people who live outside 
Mandurah, are now genuinely saying to me, “Gee, what’s going on down there? You’re in the news all the time 
for the wrong reasons.”  

I live in a beautiful place. I have invested my life there and my kids are going to grow up there. But people are 
genuinely asking the question, “What’s going on?” And I have to say that I am critical of the councils of the 
region because it is about time they stood up and started questioning the Minister for Police and the Premier on 
what they are going to do to turn around some of these trends that are increasingly worrying people in my area. 
On Facebook last night there were some reports coming up about some stuff happening in one of my northern 
suburbs. A fellow was waving down people in the street and trying to get into their cars; people were swerving 
around him. This is a real concern. Some would say, “Oh, it’s only isolated”; it is not. People are getting sicker 
and sicker of the unsociable behaviour that is occurring there, and they are sick of the high burglary rates.  

The council claims that we are one of the most liveable cities in the world—we apparently won an award for it. 
That is going to be a mockery if we allow this trend to continue. It is up to all of us—including me as one of the 
local leaders, and the Deputy Premier, who is supposed to be representing that community as well—to start 
standing up and saying that this is not good enough. I would like a zero tolerance in my community across the 
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board in responding to a whole range of antisocial behaviour, but we cannot have zero tolerance when we do not 
have the resources. We cannot have a zero tolerance across things from graffiti to abuse to unwarranted and 
unprovoked attacks on people when we are not confident that the police are resourced properly enough to 
respond. I am repeating the plea to the Minister for Police that I have made since she became the minister. It is 
same plea that I made to the former minister: the hub system, by which all the main decision-making and 
operational stuff has been centralised in Rockingham—thank goodness Mandurah is still a 24-hour station, I 
might say; mind you, people who go there late at night are not going to be seen—has not worked.  

This must be turned around. The minister should be saying to herself that this is not good enough, because it is 
not only my community that is telling her this. Armadale is telling her this. Warnbro is telling her this. Members 
on her own side know exactly that what I am saying, and that what the members for Armadale, Warnbro and 
West Swan have said is true because it is happening all around Western Australia. It is the minister’s 
responsibility to fix it and she has to stop saying that she cannot get involved because it is operational. That is 
absolute trash. It is trash. She did it with Ballajura. We already know she interfered because she knows that as 
soon as hot pressure comes on and it looks like the Liberal Party might win a seat, it will do something about it. I 
will continue to call upon my council to stand up for the people. They have a responsibility to the ratepayers. 
They should be coming to the minister. The Deputy Premier, the member for Dawesville, should be standing 
alongside me and demanding action because it is not happening. Those men and women who are police force 
members in my community deserve extra resources. At least 30 more police officers should be delivered to 
Mandurah alone. Then we will start to turn this around. Then we will start to see change. Then we will start to 
see a change in confidence. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [7.51 pm]: I rise to make a brief contribution to the amendment to the 
Address-in-Reply. I draw attention to the problem of the drug house in Thornlie. For the time I have been a 
member of Parliament, constituents have been coming to see me about this drug house. I will not name the street, 
but I will be happy to tell the minister the specific address behind the chair. People have been coming to see me 
to complain about this drug house. I have been speaking to the senior police in the Cannington station. 
Cannington is lucky; we have a 24-hour station and I bet my bottom dollar that the response times in 
Cannington—the minister might tell us the response times—are better than the response times in Armadale given 
that Armadale is serviced at night out of the Cannington hub. It will be interesting to know what the answer to 
that is. I was particularly keen to listen to the dorothy dixer question that the member for Belmont asked the 
minister today because I think one thing that I agree with her on is that there is a serious crime problem in the 
eastern suburbs. The constituents in my electorate are constantly raising with me the problem of the rising crime 
rate in the eastern suburbs in the past five years. I point out that in Wilson in 2007 there were 33 assaults and in 
2012 there were 55. There were 81 home burglaries in 2007 and 173 in 2012. That is the lived experience of 
people in my electorate. I am sure that it will be interesting to hear the minister’s view about what it is like in 
Scarborough, but I can tell the minister that in the eastern suburbs there are serious crime problems.  

I return to this question of the drug house in Thornlie. The constituents are at their wit’s end dealing with a drug 
house across the road from where they live, next door to where they live and around the corner from where they 
live. I do not understand how every 15-year-old school kid in Thornlie knows where people can go to get drugs, 
but we have not been able to end the practice of selling out of that house. I was only just recently talking to 
Superintendent Darryl Gaunt at the Cannington police hub about the problems with this house and I know that 
the house has subsequently been raided, but would this be tolerated in the western suburbs? Would a house go 
for five years selling drugs if it were in Cottesloe? I do not believe it would. I do not know whether it is a matter 
of resourcing, because I know how dedicated the police officers are in the Cannington, Gosnells and Canning 
Vale stations, which service the electorate of Cannington. I talk to them regularly. I know the work they do. I 
know how hard it is for them to get all the evidence together to get a conviction. I have been told about the 
problems with having to keep police available on day shift to appear in court and about the pressures they are 
under. If there is a need for extra resources, minister, guess what? A great place for those extra resources to go is 
the south eastern suburbs. It does not make any sense that we can go from the central police station in Curtin 
House, soon to be moved to the brand-new police complex a few kilometres away in the western suburbs, yet the 
whole of the corridor going out to Armadale is served by one hub at Cannington. It would be interesting for the 
member for Belmont to tell us whether she is satisfied with having the people of Belmont serviced at night from 
the police station at Cannington. Does she believe that is satisfactory? 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Can I correct that? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The minister can correct it, as I am sure she is going to speak. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Yes, but — 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I have not even asked for any interjections. I am looking forward to listening to the 
minister’s contribution on this question, and it is a very simple question that we have here. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: I thought there would be accurate information coming out of your mouth. 
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Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: As I said, I did not ask for the minister’s interjection; I asked the member for Belmont 
to make a contribution. Is the member for Belmont satisfied that policing services at night in her electorate are 
handled out of the Cannington station? That is the question I have for the member for Belmont. It would be good 
to know whether she is satisfied with that arrangement; and whether the member for Darling Range—now a 
minister—is satisfied that the people of Mundijong have their police services handled out of Mandurah and the 
people in Byford have theirs handled out of the station at Cannington? 

As I said, there are two stations between East Perth and the coast, a distance of less than 10 to 12 kilometres, but 
the entire south eastern corridor gets one hub. One hub! That is not right. That is not fairness. Would the people 
of Cottesloe accept a drug house selling to schoolkids for five years? I know the dedication of the police; 
therefore, I know that they try hard to crack down on that particular house in Thornlie. As I said, I have had a 
number of conversations with a superintendent and with other senior sergeants from the relevant police stations. 
I therefore know the work that they are trying to do, and I know that they appreciate feedback from the local 
community and calls to Crime Stoppers. I make the point to my constituents to just ring Crime Stoppers, because 
the police will commence action based on the Crime Stoppers information. But it does seem extraordinary that 
the services in the western suburbs are so very superior to the services in the eastern suburbs. I simply ask the 
member for Belmont to make a contribution to this debate, which is about her part of the world. Is she satisfied 
with the level of policing in her electorate? 

The member for Belmont made the point, as I understood her question without notice—I do not have the 
Hansard in front of me—that the people in her electorate are very concerned about rising crime rates in the 
electorate. Is she satisfied with the service that is being provided? Clearly most constituents across the south 
eastern suburbs are not satisfied. It is also clearly ridiculous to have two hubs so very close together in the 
western suburbs but not in the eastern suburbs. As I said, I am happy to give the minister—behind the chair, as it 
were—more details about the drug house in Thornlie, but in my view it is not acceptable to have a drug house 
operating for a long period. Does it need more surveillance? Do the police at Cannington Police Station and 
Gosnells Police Station need to work overtime to provide extra surveillance for this drug house? Do they need 
some technological intervention such as some sort of electronic surveillance? What resourcing problems are 
leading to 15-year-old schoolkids knowing when drugs are available, yet we are unable to crack down on that 
facility? These are important issues for people in the south eastern suburbs. We are not looking for glib 
responses; we are actually looking for an outcome, because the current arrangement is not good enough. 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [7.59 pm]: I rise to make a contribution to this debate. The minister will be well 
aware that during the four years prior to the election, I lobbied hard to make sure that Bayswater Police Station 
stayed open, and the minister has assured us that will happen, which is fantastic. I want to talk on a couple of 
levels—firstly in relation to my local community, but then to seek some clarification from the government over 
what its policy is around policing for the future.  

The minister knows I wrote to her recently in February and I received a response after the election, which I was 
very pleased to get. I sought some clarification. We have had a number of incidents of antisocial behaviour, 
street drinking and violence happening on the streets around the central area of the Maylands precinct, which is 
just a small part of my electorate, as the minister knows, but which nevertheless was causing concern to both 
retailers and pedestrians. As a result of some fantastic work on behalf of Sergeant Paul Barfoot at Bayswater—
he obviously went into bat for police resources in my electorate—he had an extra 10 officers allocated for three 
months. I think in police terms they talk about an inquiry team when they describe those officers. I wrote to the 
minister seeking some clarification about what would happen to those extra resources past the three-month 
phase, which, quite coincidently I am sure, ended the week after the election. Nevertheless, it was a very 
welcome additional resource into the Maylands area. My figures from police websites indicate that if we ever 
need convincing that police on the ground are a major part of the solution to rising crime rates, we need look no 
further than that three-month pilot. The broadbrush figures show that over three months we had more than 126 
arrests. I point out that that is just for this team, so this is over and above the base rate of what the officers in that 
hardworking division have been able to deliver on their own. With these extra resources they pulled 126 more 
arrests, more than 115 summonses were issued and more than 280 charges were laid. It is too early to find the 
reasons for the success of that, but as we can see, they not only double the work that the Bayswater police were 
able to deliver without these resources, it in fact more than triples their outcomes. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Did they make the station 24 hours at Bayswater to achieve that? 

Ms L.L. BAKER: They were working very hard outside of the hours. I think it was pretty much close to 24 
hours. I have not spoken to them about the hours. Can the minister tell me? 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: But the counter wasn’t open 24 hours to achieve that outcome, was it? 

Ms L.L. BAKER: It was not? I do not know; the minister would have to tell me that. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: No, it wasn’t. 
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Ms L.L. BAKER: It was not. So if they can more than triple what is happening on the ground by opening just a 
portion of 24 hours, can we imagine what the outcome would be if police were actually there for 24 hours a day? 
I am not actually arguing for a 24-hour police station; I am saying that I am very grateful for the resources, but I 
point out the fact that they have had an incredible response. The small amount of input that the minister has been 
able to make to increasing resources on the ground has had an incredible response. The point of clarification I 
seek, and the minister may be able to address this right now, is that in her response to me she stated — 

WA Police have advised that Bayswater is also attended by WA Police support units including the 
Regional Operations Group (ROG) … 

This is based in Maylands, so I assume the minister means the Maylands Peninsula? 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Yes. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: So ROG is based in Maylands. In the minister’s response she goes on to say that ROG 
provides backup across the metropolitan area and that she has committed to expanding ROG to create two 
dedicated units, one for the northern suburbs and one for the southern suburbs. Am I to assume that that is in 
addition to Maylands? So it is three? 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Yes. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: Right, so there will be three — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: We’re expanding the capacity of the regional operations group, which we call ROG, so that 
we can have a ROG based in south metro to help supplement the stations in the south metro region, which will 
then free up the resources for the north metropolitan regional operations group to focus on north metro, and 
obviously they’ll liaise together as required as a boost to resources.  

Ms L.L. BAKER: Thank you, minister. Does that mean it will be just the two units?  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: It will be in two locations because, geographically, that will then put our boost to police 
resources in geographical locations to better enable them to get to where they are required.  

Ms L.L. BAKER: Will the Maylands regional operations group be moved out?  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: No; it is staying there, and we will supplement that service with an additional ROG south. At 
present we are sourcing a facility to have it operate from.  

Ms L.L. BAKER: Thank you for clarifying that; that is helpful. Of course, I was worried that we might lose 
them from my electorate. But I have to admit to some confusion. Surely the fact that the police have decided to 
expand that successful model and effectively put more police into those regions will support the argument that 
local policing and police on the road doing this work is what is needed.  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: That was our Liberal Party commitment and the police were happy to receive it.  

Ms L.L. BAKER: Absolutely. I would say that the 24/7 policing service is an extension of that. I acknowledge 
that the minister is probably working under budget constraints. Indeed, I think I have written to the minister 
about the future of the mounted division.  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: That’s a rumour. It will stay. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: Fantastic! That is great. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: That is a hobby horse of hers!  

Several members interjected.  

Ms L.L. BAKER: Thank you for clarifying that, minister. I am sure the people who were concerned about that 
will be happy to hear that from her. But I think the attempts to form a kind of patchwork coverage around the 
state because we have accepted this model wholesale, flies in the face of the government’s argument about the 
need for hubs. If they need hubs but then need to bring in a whole lot of resources behind the hubs to give 
coverage over the area officers have been taken from, I am a bit confused about the government’s strategy. It 
seems to me it has taken away but then realised its mistake and is trying to put back resources. It is a great 
strategy to put back resources! But I argue that the best method of doing that is to make sure local police are on 
the ground.  

When the minister talks to police, as I am sure she does every day, she could not possibly sit there and tell me 
that the police on the beat have not let her know how important is the local knowledge they bring to their jobs. 
When they walk down the street they know that the person who has just got off a train every Thursday and 
Friday has come from Victoria Park, the city or wherever; they know their names and what are their problems. 
They can intervene with some credibility and, when needed, move in really quickly. It is not a case of ringing 
Mirrabooka or Morley Police Stations and spending time to get someone to help—someone who does not know 
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the person, their mental problem, their comorbidity issues around drugs and alcohol and their mental health. 
They know the people they are working with. That is certainly what my community needs.  

The win Sergeant Paul Barfoot has had is to be applauded. I am 100 per cent supportive of the work he does and 
of the work the west metropolitan superintendent is doing to try to string together some kind of a response from 
the very tight budgetary constraints they are experiencing due to funding cuts.  

I am confused and I think many people who have spoken tonight could also say they do not understand why hubs 
are being created but replaced with some kind of patchwork quilt to support police resources that have been 
removed due to an ideological position.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.M. Britza): The member for Butler—no, the member for Girrawheen. 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [8.10 pm]: Beauty before age, Mr Acting Speaker! 

I was absolutely amazed today when in a preamble to a government parliamentary question—or dorothy dixer, 
as members know them better—the member for Belmont said that crime was a problem in her electorate. I was 
astonished because for the last four and a half years when the Liberal government was in power, it has claimed 
that it has made great leaps and bounds and had great success in the area of law and order, yet apparently in the 
member for Belmont’s electorate crime is still a real problem. I notice that the astute Gareth Parker from The 
West Australian also found those observations by the member for Belmont and other government backbenchers 
quite curious in light of the fact that the Minister for Police, the Premier and the government generally have 
claimed to have had great success in the area of law and order. 

We are finding that the rubber has hit the road and there is absolutely no fat left in the Western Australia Police 
service. Many police stations are undermanned when taking into account those police officers who are on sick 
leave or maternity leave or are doing added overtime or attending courses to ensure that they are up to date, as 
they need to be. As I said, the rubber has hit the road. The government reneged on its promise in the 2008 
election to deliver 500 police. It revised that promise down to 350 by making up the additional numbers with 
auxiliary police officers who, as we know, have very little operational activities. Although that might free the 
operational police officers, in a growing city with a growing population and growing demands on law and order 
services, it simply is not enough. 

Another illusion that I believe the government is still operating under is that making more laws translates into 
better law and order outcomes. It is clear that that is not the case because it creates extra demands on the police 
who must come to grips with and understand even more laws that they are required to enforce. In addition, when 
we introduce changes to the law, there are budgetary implications due to the need to change computer systems 
and provide additional training for police officers, neither of which necessarily translates into the enforcement of 
the new laws. 

I have said in this place on a number of occasions that I asked the Minister for Police questions last year about 
the enforcement of the hoon laws in my electorate. There were literally just a handful of arrests for hoon 
behaviour in the various suburbs in my electorate over the last couple of years. That relates to the fact that hoon 
behaviour is down the list of the police’s priorities. Obviously, serious assaults and homicides et cetera must 
come first, but there are simply not enough police to enforce all laws. Frankly, this government has made great 
mileage by saying that enforcement of hoon laws is an important area that must be taken seriously. It is an area 
that my constituents are concerned about. One can drive around most of my electorate and see evidence of the 
hoon activity that clearly is not being controlled. The fact that the government is passing laws does not 
necessarily translate into safe and secure suburbs. 

Another area I want to mention, which I think Amanda Banks wrote about in The West a couple of weeks ago, is 
that in 2010 or 2011 some legislation was passed in this place that gave police wider powers to issue 
infringement notices. That was supposed to clear up the red tape, meaning that the police would get back out on 
the streets sooner and be visible enforcing the law rather than being tied up in paperwork back at the police 
station. As it turns out, that was not budgeted for at the time the legislation was introduced. The opposition 
supported that legislation, as we do on most occasions, despite the fact that the Premier would have people 
believe that we are generally not supportive of new law and order laws. As I said, if those laws do not have the 
necessary resources at the time they are passed, they may be of little utility. The Criminal Code Amendment 
(Infringement Notices) Bill 2010 has yet to come into force. There was a commitment in the 2012–13 election 
campaign to remove red tape for police, yet the government is not prepared to make the necessary budget 
allocation for one of the very pieces of legislation that would assist the police in that regard. I think that is very 
significant. Backbenchers such as the member for Belmont should appreciate that passing laws in this Parliament 
will not necessarily mean safe and secure streets in their electorates. They need to ask the hard questions in their 
party room when laws are put to them in that context. They need to ask: Will we have resources to enforce these 
laws? Will police give them high priority? Will police have the necessary information technology and other 
backup support so that the laws can be enforced properly?  



 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 7 May 2013] 259 

 

The last matter I will mention relates to a street in my electorate where a number of my constituents feel they are 
under siege. For probably two years now antisocial behaviour has been occurring in mainly two houses, and one 
constituent, who is an elderly gentleman, has been assaulted in the middle of the street, been pushed off his 
pushbike and had missiles, such as rocks and various other things, thrown over his fence. He is very distressed 
and upset, and police have been called on a number of occasions. As these particular premises are Homeswest 
premises, we have made the necessary applications concerning antisocial behaviour, but we have been told that 
these matters do not come within Homeswest’s antisocial behaviour policy because they are occurring outside 
these houses. In this situation, for two years the police have regarded the consistent commission of what are low 
order offences as not being of high priority, so they either do not attend or ignore the complaints altogether, and 
the Department of Housing has said that these offences do not fall within its category of antisocial behaviour, so 
they do not constitute a strike because they are committed other than in the particular houses. We have a catch 22 
situation in which a number of residents feel under siege, which is very unfortunate.  

The latest series of events occurred on 24 April this year, when one of the offending lots of tenants had a party in 
the front garden that went from 9.00 pm to 4.00 am, a bonfire was lit at the front of the house, disco lights were 
erected and fighting occurred. Someone did call the police, although others were reluctant to do so because they 
had been threatened in the past by these people. Only three days later another party was held at the same house, 
with another bonfire being lit, very loud music being played into the early hours of the morning and a car being 
broken into nearby. The Department of Housing has not returned any of the phone calls about this matter, and 
the response of the Warwick police is that it is not an offence to light a bonfire. Again, we have heard lots of 
rhetoric about out-of-control parties, but nothing was done on this occasion. 

I have to take the opportunity, as the member for Maylands did, to compliment absolutely the work of our police 
officers; it is absolutely fantastic. Superintendent Charlie Carver, in the north west metropolitan district, is a 
former work colleague of mine. I have the highest respect for Superintendent Carver, and the direction he wants 
to take police in the north west metropolitan district is exceptional; however, he requires resources for that. 
Similarly, Senior Sergeant Ken Walker of Warwick Police Station is very accessible and helpful, and he 
certainly understands the difficulties many of my constituents are labouring under. At the end of the day, if the 
resources are not provided and the systems, such as information technology, that back up these new laws are not 
in place, the police have their hands tied behind their backs. Added to that is that it is a very dangerous and 
uncertain job.  

I think the government’s rhetoric about supporting the police and giving them the tools that they need is just 
that—empty rhetoric, and I certainly support this amendment because I think it represents a true reflection of the 
current state of affairs. The government is kidding itself and is delusional if it thinks law and order is under 
control. Judging by the question asked today by the member for Belmont, there are many members on the 
opposite side who agree with us. 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston) [8.20 pm]: I, too, would like to contribute to this debate, albeit very 
briefly. There are certainly major problems in the south west, and they are never more highlighted than over the 
school holidays. I assume that that is not confined only to the towns in my electorate. It is a time when the police 
are run off their feet with minor and petty crimes, and in some cases a bit above that. It is when kids as young as 
five and six and up to the age of about 16 are not being supervised, are running out of control in the town and 
getting into—I suppose the term is “gangs”—groups of young people that then become involved in antisocial 
behaviour. The police are then expected to do three or four things: one is to be a parent to those children; another 
is to look after them and to make sure that there is discipline; and another is to be a policeman, which is very, 
very difficult for these people. Why are some of these problems there? It is because they took the police out of 
the PCYCs; or rather, they changed the role of the PCYCs to supervise people who have already offended. 
Instead of being in front of the game, the minister has now put the police behind the game, and they are having 
to pick up the mess that is already there. Instead of being role models within the PCYCs, they are now 
monitoring kids at risk or kids who have already offended. To me, that is a problem that has been caused by very 
poor management by a government that does not care about what communities say. 

My community was very, very vocal about the PCYCs and the police who work in them. The PCYC has three 
years left to live; if it cannot make a profit within three years, there is every chance it will be closed down. So 
what happens? People will say, “Well, I’m not going to donate to that club because if I do, and it collapses, what 
happens to the gear that I donate?” Whether it is a motor for young people to work on, gym equipment or boxing 
rings, the sorts of things that are donated are, probably more so in small towns than anywhere else, very much 
appreciated. 

That is one of the problems. Just this week I went to have a look at a house that had had its windows broken; it 
was reported to me by the real estate agent who said, “Go and have a look at what young people are doing”. As I 
got there the repair people were putting a window in; another window had already been broken in the time since 
I had been rung by the agent. This is a house that had been inhabited for only 10 weeks. I am sure this sort of 
situation is very common across the board. We cannot expect the police to be in 10 places at once, but we do 
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expect some response instead of having to ring, say, Midland or Bunbury. We end up getting the runaround, 
because people do not understand local issues. There are not enough police in the police stations. 

We heard the minister say today that she was not going to put police in 24-hour police stations. I think that is an 
appalling statement; I really do. I think that is just shocking, because when people pay their taxes they expect to 
get a response. They expect to be able to ring up a police station and tell them what they need. I think it is very 
mean-spirited for anyone to say that they do not want police sitting in police stations, wearing out the bum of 
their pants. That is not what they do. They have been overrun in today’s world with red tape. Surely we can 
handball some of those jobs off, more so than we are now, to take the red tape away from the police so that they 
can get on with what they do well and what they are trained for: to catch criminals and to prevent crime. 
Something that we seem to have forgotten is that part of policing is prevention. It is not all about catching the 
crooks; it is about prevention, being seen, and being on the streets, which is very rare in many country towns 
these days.  

We have the hub system, which I think is disgraceful. It is very much like a bunker. When something goes 
wrong, all the police cars come out and chase people. The policemen look at their screens to determine the worst 
incident. Someone could be down the bottom of the list and they could wait not one hour or even two hours but 
maybe two days to get a response. Today I received a phone call about a car that was pushed out of a driveway 
and down the road. The father of the daughter who owned the car rang the police, who said, “Don’t touch it; 
we’ll be up in a while.” The police rang back and said, “We’ve found something more important.” The car was 
left down there. The owner was told to take it back because the police could not do anything as they did not have 
enough time. That means that not enough police are on the beat. That comes back to false promises from a 
government that has promised the world and done nothing. It is battling to maintain the dropout list let alone the 
top-up list. It has demeaned the police force by having security guards, as I call them, more so than real police, 
who are not fully trained in the whole system. It certainly is a worry.  

We saw the minister stand in front of a public meeting and say, “I am not going to listen to you.” This occurred 
just before the election. Thank goodness she did that or I might not have been here. She made two trips—one to 
Capel and one to Dalyellup, which is south of Bunbury. She told the people in those areas that they were wrong 
and they did not need the same standard of policing as the rest of the south west. She stood in front of a public 
meeting and said, “Bad luck; you don’t need a full-time police station. You can be serviced from Bunbury.” 
Prior to the election, the average time the police took to get from Bunbury to Capel was 25 minutes. I reckon I 
could burn out a set of tyres in my old Nissan during that time. I could do a fair bit of hooning and leave before 
the police get there. There are so many roads out; I could go through Dardanup, Donnybrook or Busselton and 
not get caught. That was the complaint of the people. The government ran a public meeting down there, put out 
30 chairs and 150 people turned up. That told me what was wrong with that area. People were scared to go out at 
night. Sure, a small element causes the problems but the area was not being policed. We got no response from 
the minister other than to say that she heard people’s stories and she would catch up with them later. She did not 
do that in Capel. She did say at Dalyellup, “I heard your story but I’m not listening” and left the meeting. I 
thought it was wonderful. It is probably one of the best campaigns from a minister to get me elected that I have 
had. I thought she was being friendly. It was very, very good. Otherwise, I might not have been in this place to 
give the member for Eyre the willies. It is as simple as that. 

Older people now feel insecure in their own homes. I know that the press play on some of those incidents. It is 
true. When people start to lock themselves in their houses at six o’clock at night, when it is starting to get dark, I 
think we have lost the plot. We have to look at reinvention. I do not have the answers. I believe we should be 
working towards how we can make people feel secure in their homes. If we turn on the television to watch the 
six o’clock news and see an old person with their face bashed in or we pick up the newspaper on a regular basis, 
we see that we have a problem in our society. We cannot ignore it. I do not see any leadership coming from the 
government side of the house. I do not see a minister who is proactive and trying to get things moving. I hear her 
saying, “No, no, no.” Government backbenchers ask dorothy dixers such as, “My electorate is in a mess, 
minister; can you help me?” She comes out and says she is not going to put police stations everywhere. I am not 
asking for them to be put everywhere; I am asking for them to be strategically placed and available, not just a 
shopfront with no-one in them so that when someone rings, they get Midland or when we call 000, we get 
connected to a call centre on the other side of the world. How can we eliminate that? How can we get better at 
giving the confidence back to the community that it does not have at the moment?  

I recently had a very good meeting with the district inspector for the south west. I also have a good sergeant, 
Mike Dean, who is very proactive. I know many members would know Mike from a previous life. He has a new 
lease on life; he looks about 10 years younger since he got out of the union job. He is trying to catch those 
crooks, but he is also willing to work with the community, the police and community youth centre and the other 
groups in the town. That is the style that I like. Some call him an old-fashioned copper. I do not think that is bad; 
I think it is good. We have been working very hard to tidy up the main street of Collie to make sure that when 
people come down over the holiday period, they do not think there are no rules and they know they are being 
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watched. Unfortunately, one of the officers was belted up on the long weekend when he went to one of those 
incidents at the weir. Certainly, he was off work for a little while. We do not want to see that. We want people to 
know that the police are around. That is what happens in country areas. People do not think the police are 
around, and most times they are not because there are not enough of them to go around. 

In saying that, I do not see anything that gives me joy or shows me a way forward. All I see is the minister’s 
negativity in saying, “No; I’m not going to do that.” The minister has to be better than that; she has to rise above 
that and show some leadership. To be quite honest, I do not think she has the capability; I think she is really 
struggling in her job. All she wants to do is have a catfight across the chamber. We saw that today, and the 
Speaker should have sat the minister down 20 minutes before he did because she was not contributing to what 
we want to do, and that is to have good policing that is worthwhile. But, no, the minister was too busy with the 
individual fights that she was having across the table. It was disgraceful. I would like to think that the minister 
will go away and think about that, and that when she comes back, she thinks about what she is going to do to 
make things better and not just say, “You don’t know what you’re talking about.” I think that is really bad. 

From my point of view, the hub system does not work. We have to put full-time police back into the PCYCs. I 
think 34 coppers were taken out of them, but I could be wrong on that number; it might be 28, not 34. It was a 
very small number of police to put back onto the streets. It was put out as though we have another 500 police. A 
very small number of police went back onto the streets. They need to be put back to where policing starts—that 
is, when they are this high. 

A tremendous impression was made on me some years ago by Tim Ellis when I went to the PCYC, but he was 
being transferred somewhere else. There were half a dozen pretty rough kids. He had taken them in and had them 
doing half-pipes and backflips on their bikes. All that sort of work was done within the PCYC. I have not seen 
him since to congratulate him on what he did. Tim Ellis was a PCYC officer. He told the boys he was leaving 
and one of them, a kid of about 15, who had all this metal in his head, with rings and tattoos, sidled up to him 
and said, “For a copper, you’re not a bad bloke.” What a compliment that was to that policeman. He went bright 
red, he did not know where to look and he left the room. That is the type of thing that really does the job. These 
six kids were not out there destroying cars, committing petty theft or smoking dope in the streets. That copper 
was successful, and I would like to see a lot more of them. 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler) [8.33 pm]: I am asked on behalf of the community of Butler—that area of Perth 
stretching from Quinns Rocks up to Two Rocks and east across to Wanneroo Road as far as Carramar and 
further to Banksia Grove—to say that they regard this policing hub model as a failure for their area. The hub 
model carries with it the idea that there is a centre from which police or services spread out across spokes, if you 
like, to the perimeter. This area of Perth—this northern extremity of Perth—is unique. It is a very, very long tail. 
Two Rocks is the end of the line on that tail. This area is unlike the southern suburbs, in which police cars move 
through the area on their way to somewhere else, or on a return trip—for example, police cars going on patrol 
down to Mandurah, or beyond, and passing through Rockingham, Warnbro and the like.  

Perth has developed with this long northern tail, which stretches right up to Two Rocks. This area is being 
policed after hours out of the hub of Joondalup. Joondalup is at best a 40-minute drive from this area. It is miles 
away. I know that a lot of members in this chamber would not have visited Yanchep or Two Rocks for many a 
year. But the housing development north of the suburb of Butler, which itself is a long way north, is exploding, 
in places like Jindalee, Alkimos and Shorehaven. It is more than a street a day. That used to be the mantra. It is 
now two streets a day. These people who are living way out in the northern extremities find that when they 
telephone the given number for after-hours policing, they are put through to Midland. Well, that is okay, we are 
living in a technological age, and Midland may dispatch the call to the police hub. But it is hours before these 
people get a police response. The community in that area is losing faith in the police service—not in the 
individual officers whom they meet and who may attend upon them the following day, after they have lodged a 
complaint, but in the service that is being provided.  

It has often been said that a primary obligation of a commonwealth government is to secure the national borders. 
The primary obligation of a state government is to secure the safety of the suburbs. But out in the northern 
extremities that is not happening. If this hub model does work, then this area is an exception to the rule, because 
it is not part of the wheel. It does not have suburbs around it. It is a long tail that stretches north along the coast. 
Police cars do not go to and from this area on their way to other areas. If there is a call out, it is a call out to a 
problem in the far north, and that is where the cars go. As other members have noted, and it is certainly the case 
in my electorate of Butler and throughout these northern suburbs, the jobs are prioritised, and by the time a 
police car is dispatched, other higher priority jobs to the south have come up on the screen, so there is not a 
response.  

The minister decided to engage with the local community by re-initiating local meetings between herself, the 
Commissioner of Police and the community. An advice went out at the time that these meetings would not be 
repeated if they just turned into a political football match. The advice was that if local members were going to 
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use these meetings as a political football match, the minister and the commissioner would desist from trying to 
engage with the local community. I therefore deliberately made the decision not to attend the meeting that was 
held in my area so that it could not be said that I was leading any strife against the minister. But people came 
into my office afterwards to express their bitter disappointment about the meeting. Everyone will remember that 
the minister had gone out there not to announce new facilities in these far northern suburbs, but to justify a cut to 
the police budget. Everyone in this chamber will remember that some media people attended that meeting that 
was held at Gumblossom Hall in Quinns Rocks, and they gave some priority in their newscasts to the minister’s 
announcement that she stood by cuts to the police budget. All hell broke loose over Western Australia and the 
government had to back down. I do not know what was in the honourable minister’s mind. To go out there on 
this long tail that is starved of police services and announce cuts to the police budget was an act of sheer 
madness or crazy brave or something. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Kamikaze.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Kamikaze, member—crazy brave: “I’ll go out there and I’ll tell those people who are not 
getting enough services that they are going to get fewer services.” 

Among the people out there we have a lot of—what shall I say?—economically challenged households. There is 
a lot of state housing, a lot of first home buyers, a lot of economically challenged housing and some social 
problems. Gangs of youths out there are becoming brazen because they do not see police in the area. They are 
becoming more outward in their criminality. The store hands at the Quinns Rocks BWS liquor outlet said that 
they rang the police when an offender who was on their premises had been threatening them and stealing—that 
is a serious offence, being on commercial premises and stealing with threats of actual violence—and it was three 
and a half hours before there was a response. By then, the offender was probably tucked away in a lounge room 
somewhere, drunk on the ill-gotten gains of his robbery—three and a half hours—because of the distance, and 
the minister says, “Well, if we open the Clarkson Police Station for longer periods, there is going to be even less 
policing in your suburbs.” That is what she told the people at Gumblossom Hall in Quinns Rocks; she said that 
there would be even less policing. What she should have said was, “The minister who preceded me promised 
you 500 extra police and failed to deliver. I’ve come out here to tell you that I’ll make good the difference and 
I’ll deliver the 150.” If the government had delivered the extra 150, I would not be here on behalf of all the good 
folk of the electorate of Butler in Quinns Rocks, Merriwa, Ridgewood, Butler, Jindalee, Yanchep and Two 
Rocks complaining about the deprivation of protection and the deprivation of services out there. 

I did not go to the meeting deliberately. I asked what happened. One woman’s son was assaulted at the rear of 
the Whale and Ale tavern. When he went, as a good Samaritan, to try to shoo off a pack of people attacking 
someone else, he was attacked with a great big rock and sustained very serious injuries. He is a university 
student who works there part time. It was hours before the police attended. The next day they got a crew to go 
and conduct some interviews and the crew then said, “Look, last night we were coming out here, but then there 
was a problem at Ocean Reef, so we had to go from Joondalup to Ocean Reef before we could come to 
Clarkson.” If the government is going to do what it is doing—that is, issuing liquor licences out there to sell 
booze until midnight—it has an obligation at least, if it does not keep the police station open for 24 hours, to 
keep the police station at Clarkson open for as long as the licensed premises are open, because the trouble is 
coming from people who have booze on board. Everyone knows that. On the one hand, the government is 
saying, “Yes, you can sell alcohol until midnight”, but also saying, “We’re going to shut our police station at 
four o’clock.” The people want a 24-hour station. The petitioners who presented a petition to this Parliament, 
signed by thousands of people from my electorate, were not greedy. They said, “At least just keep the police 
station open until all the liquor shops shut, until all the licensed premises shut. Give us somewhere we can get a 
quick response when these people are pouring out of these places at 11 o’clock or 12 o’clock at night full of 
booze and bad manners; somewhere that can give us a 15-minute response; somewhere that can help us.” But the 
government says that if it does that, there will be even fewer police. That is only because it will not hire enough 
police. That is only because the government duped my electorate by saying in the last term, “We’ll hire 500”, 
and then only hired 350. It then went into this election saying, “Didn’t you have a look behind our backs, our 
fingers were crossed. That was a promise that stretched over two terms—“Tricked you. It wasn’t a broken 
promise because our fingers were crossed.” It was some infantile thing it said. Everyone knew what was 
promised—500 extra police. From that 150 police who were not hired, there would have been sufficient to 
properly police the area out there.  

I will give a further example of what is happening. Not far down the road from my office in Ocean Keys 
Boulevard lives a gentleman and his wife. Over the road from them is an aggressive woman who is visited by her 
aggressive relatives. The gentleman was assaulted badly, requiring him to go to Joondalup hospital. People 
witnessed this assault. When investigations are assigned, it is eventually investigated by police from out of the 
area. The police just said, “Oh, well; his word, their word. Write the whole matter off.” He came to see me with 
photographs of his injuries. We like the police who are actually there; there are just not enough of them. In fact, 
our district superintendent, although he is too far away from us in Joondalup, is one of the best coppers in 
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Western Australia—Superintendent Charlie Carver. I wrote to Superintendent Carver. I sent him the statements 
and the photographs. I said, “Superintendent, I understand the law, that is a prima facie case, but there are police 
from out of the area who find it easier to write it off because they do not want to deal with the north.” I will hand 
it to Superintendent Carver—he wrote back and said, “I agree.” People have to visit their local member to mount 
the case to police to get some action.  

I have another very similar circumstance in Yanchep. A man was assaulted in his carport by his next-door 
neighbour. Because the Yanchep Police Station shuts at four o’clock, the police assigned to investigate are way 
down at Joondalup. It is another city. Like the honourable police minister, I used to be the member for Innaloo; 
although she is the member for Scarborough. My old office is about 100 metres from her current office. Carine 
Police Station is up the road, as is Warwick Police Station. As other members have said, Wembley Police Station 
is part of a hub; it is part of an interacting policing community. What we have up in the far northern suburbs, at 
the extremity of the metropolitan area, is the community of Joondalup being policed after hours out of this hub 
system. It is all very well to sit here and mount an intellectual argument that a hub system will work better, but if 
members go there, as the minister went to Gumblossom Hall in Quinns Rock, and put that proposition to the 
taxpayers, they will get howled down. The police minister was actually protected—not physically but she was 
protected during the meeting, I am told, by the Commissioner of Police, who kept on saying, “We’ve got some 
other police; they’ll deal with that one after the meeting.” All they wanted to do was come along to Gumblossom 
Hall and let the minister know, in no uncertain terms, that she and the government had utterly dropped the ball 
and failed the electorate of Butler.  

I support this amendment to the Address-in-Reply that condemns the government for the continual dereliction of 
its duty in securing the safety of the suburbs between Quinns Rocks and Two Rocks and over to Banksia Grove. 
Banksia Grove is a little different, I agree, because it gets serviced more out of Wanneroo. I have a huge 
electorate. As I was saying to someone, the recent redistribution brought us all down to about 23 500 or 24 000 
electors; by election day I was just a smidge under 29 000 electors. When one of the ministers was talking during 
question time earlier today on I think a health question about the number of people pouring into Western 
Australia to take advantage of our economy, so many of them are landing in the electorate of Butler it is 
unbelievable. People used to think Mindarie was north; Mindarie is where people have their brekkie on the drive, 
and then they start driving north. It is just an eye-opener. The government has to come good and put a 24-hour 
police station and a hub out there as soon as possible, because people are not getting police service. When the 
government talks about drug laws, assaults on police and people evading police chases, it talks about the need 
for a deterrent. That is why it keeps on bringing harsher and harsher penalties in—the need for a deterrent. 
Nothing deters these gangs of rampant youth and hoons out there more than knowing there is an open police 
station and seeing cars patrolling! Nothing deters them more. The lack of that is leading to the tragedies like we 
have had out there, such as the tragedy of the late William Maker. He was a lovely, lovely man, the late William 
Maker, and a member of the great Dinka tribe of South Sudan. He saw a hoon going up the road and sought to 
flag him down, and the hoon, seeing he was being flagged down—I know, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr I.M. Britza), 
you were also at the memorial service for the late William Maker on the weekend—went and did three laps of a 
roundabout before coming back like a bullet to deliberately run him down. They are getting the idea out there 
that there are no police so they can do what they like. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Is this sub judice? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: No! I am not talking about the issue in any way that is going to hurt the case; if the 
minister wants to take the point, take the point! 

But he got run down. There are people out there who are just becoming brazen because of the lack of police 
presence. It does not happen down there when there are lots of police on the roads. They are just becoming 
brazen, minister, and I will not be quietened on that subject. I fully support the amendment now before the 
Parliament that this government has failed and absolutely dropped the ball in relation to its obligation to make 
safe the suburbs, especially the suburbs of my electorate of Butler.  

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle) [8.53 pm]: I join my colleagues on this side of the house to support the 
amendment, because the people in my electorate—the people of Fremantle and its surrounding suburbs—are 
feeling the failure of the government’s policy on policing and they are feeling it very acutely. They are feeling 
that lack of effective policing policy in a number of ways.  

They are feeling the lack of effective police resources in the centre of Fremantle. I spoke to one woman during 
the election campaign who said she was walking through the centre of Fremantle in the middle of the day, and 
after refusing a request for money, she was hit on the back of the head as she walked away. She told me she had 
not been back to the centre of Fremantle since that incident occurred. When I asked her whether she reported that 
incident to the police, she said that, no, she had not bothered. She said that the police needed to be around so that 
this incident did not occur in the first place. The stories that were raised with me last year as I campaigned 
against antisocial behaviour in the centre of Fremantle are too numerous to mention. There is a need for an active 
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police presence on the streets of Fremantle in the CBD. I look forward to working with the local police to 
support them to ensure that presence in any way I can, but I am concerned that with their current resources and 
with the current strategy, that will be a very frustrating process.  

Another big issue that has been raised with me over the past 12 months is home burglaries, in particular in some 
suburbs in my electorate. Some people are even investigating funding their own closed-circuit television cameras 
for their streets because they are so frustrated at the lack of effective responses to home burglaries. I was just re-
reading an email from residents in Gold Street in South Fremantle. One resident said — 

I know Gold Street is not the only affected street but you have to start somewhere. If actions put in 
place here improved the safety of residents through reduced criminal activity it could be replicated 
elsewhere within the neighbourhood. 

It is a sad state of affairs when the community has to look at funding its own CCTV to feed into the City of 
Fremantle’s network because it feels frustrated that the police are unable to respond effectively to calls.  

I draw attention to a criticism of a particular aspect of the current government’s policy; I am in defence of an 
interactive police presence in police and community youth centres. The Fremantle PCYC is situated in Hilton 
and serves a range of suburbs, including Fremantle, Beaconsfield, White Gum Valley and Hamilton Hill. It has 
been in existence since the 1940s when it started as a police boys’ club. While it has changed its premises three 
times since its inception, its current premises in Paget Street were opened in September 1975 by Hon Kim 
Edward Beazley, MP. I want to draw attention to the PCYC’s plight. It held its AGM last night and a new 
committee was elected. I want to pay tribute to the people who are active in that PCYC. The Fremantle PCYC 
had over 35 000 attendees over the 2012 calendar year. It runs a range of services from aikido through to Yoga 
Boogie—from the As to the Ys, and everything in between. It runs some active services for the community and 
for parents. We visited the PCYC during the election campaign and that day it was working with young families 
with babies and toddlers, but many teenagers also interact at that PCYC. I spoke to the president, Bob Meredith, 
who has had active association with that PCYC for 43 years. I pay particular tribute to Bob Meredith. He talked 
about his frustration at the current government’s policy to withdraw an active police presence from the PCYCs. 
In response to community outrage that police were taken out of the PCYCs last year, the decision was made to 
put police back in but not in any meaningful way. The PCYC in Fremantle now has a presence there. It has a 
youth liaison officer, but it is that officer’s responsibility to service at-risk youth from Fremantle to Rockingham 
and, therefore, that person has no hope of any meaningful engagement with the teenagers and the youth who are 
present at the PCYC. In fact, it is not part of that officer’s remit to interact meaningfully with any of the PCYC 
programs. If a police car is available and the officer can get from Fremantle up to the Fremantle PCYC in Hilton, 
they might make it up there, but they do not interact with the youth or the kids. A range of speakers tonight, 
including the member for Collie–Preston, raised how important that sort of interaction is. Bob Meredith told me 
about a number of instances of police officers who had been present previously at the PCYC interacting 
positively with the young people of Hilton and Fremantle. They were able to provide a positive police model for 
these children and young people, and also perhaps able to get intelligence about what was happening on the 
streets. 
I therefore salute the work of Fremantle PCYC, its president, Bob Meredith, and its committee. I am proud to say 
that a few years ago the federal Labor government awarded a $3.2 million grant, in conjunction with funds from 
the City of Fremantle and some Lotterywest money, to extend the structure of the PCYC buildings. It is a 
fantastic community service, but it is worse off because no police officer at that PCYC is interacting with these 
children and young people. I am just starting to see the results of that lack of interaction in places such as Gold 
Street, South Fremantle, but there could be any number of examples in the suburbs of PCYCs in which there is 
no interaction. Therefore, in support of the motion tonight, I wanted to draw the house’s attention to that 
important policy that I urge the government to address again. 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Minister for Police) [9.01 pm]: Obviously, I rise today to speak 
against this amendment to the motion on the Address-in-Reply to the Governor, and I will address some of the 
issues that have been raised by members as part of this debate. I must say that, after hearing the contributions of 
members, I find it absolutely astounding that the community saw fit to re-elect us with such a mandate given that 
we had done such a terrible job over the past four years! 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: What I will say is that the Liberal–National approach to law and order is very much a 
commonsense, pragmatic approach. 

Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members!  

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: We have always believed that the law-abiding majority should be the first priority in any 
decision of government with respect to law and order, and our belief system is based around ensuring that we 
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have a robust and viable police force that is resourced effectively and that has the laws it needs to effectively 
maintain law and order in our community. We also believe that the sentences handed out that build respect for 
the law should be consistent with community expectations and should properly punish offending and take repeat 
offenders off our streets. In addition to that, we believe that our programs for offenders need to be realistic and 
accountable, and that we need to push those offenders into taking action to turn their lives around. 

Our community safety plan—the Liberal plan that we took to the community around the last election—was built 
around three platforms. Those platforms were around building a more effective and responsive police force. To 
do this, we put to the community—and the community gave us a ringing endorsement of support for these 
strategies—that we would grow the police force by an additional 550 officers. This is in addition to meeting the 
commitment from the 2008 election to deliver 350 police officers and 150 auxiliary officers; a plan that we 
implemented in the 2009–10 budget, which we are on track to delivering within the time frame specified at the 
time. 

We have put our money where our mouth is and have funded this proposal with $282 million, which also 
includes $67 million worth of funding to build accommodation for these police officers and to expand the 
capacity in existing stations to house them. We believe that the officers need to go where they will count the 
most. 

Tabling of Paper 
Ms M.M. QUIRK: I notice that the minister seems to be reading from an official document and I wonder 
whether she could table that. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I am reading from a collection of notes, and I am happy for you to inspect and table them, 
if required, Mr Acting Speaker. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It is a typewritten document the minister is reading from. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.M. Britza): I will be happy to look at it. Continue, minister. 

Debate Resumed 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I am happy to provide it to you for your advice, Mr Acting Speaker, and I am happy to 
table the document, when I am finished if you do not mind.  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Members — 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Mr Acting Speaker, what — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Very uncalled for, member for Albany. I want a bit of silence please; I heard you in 
complete silence. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: One of the other measures for more effective policing was to address the issues that many 
members have referred to in this place as part of their contributions—those issues around the red tape that binds 
up police officers. We have funded an initiative to have a look at where the red tape is unnecessarily taking up 
police officers’ time. We know that if we can free up officers from unnecessary paperwork that those officers 
will then be free to get out on the beat and be out there on the front line responding to calls from the community, 
which is exactly where the community says it wants them to be. We have also put a total package of additional 
funding of $4.55 million into rapid justice—making the courts available over weekends for weekend sittings—
and in addition, to build capacity in our video link facilities in regional stations so that regional stations can link 
into court facilities and can better deal with bail and remand hearings in regional centres, thereby releasing 
officers from those duties that tie them up watching people in custody, because if the case can be heard by the 
courts, offenders can be released into the community with conditions.  

The other aspect, the second part of our election commitments to the community, was around tackling volume 
crime and crime hotspots in our suburbs. A lot has been said in this place about crime hotspots. Most electorates 
have particular parts where there are focuses—for example, there is the drug house on the street—and there are a 
lot of challenges in policing in trying to tackle the volume crime. We propose to tackle this volume crime with a 
couple of commitments. I will not go through all of them; members can look them up on the webpage if they 
want to get through the range of them.  

Much was said about hoon behaviour. We have a proposal to change the hoon legislation so that on a first 
offence for a hoon driver in a built-up area, particularly in 40-kilometre-an-hour school zones, the police can 
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apply to the courts to have that vehicle confiscated in circumstances in which it is causing fear and alarm in a 
community and it is particularly dangerous. We have put $7.7 million towards tackling street violence. This is to 
beef up the capability of police to have mobile policing facilities move around between crime hotspots. 
Obviously, when criminals are caught by police or a police presence is increased in a certain area, there is 
displacement of people who do not want to be caught to different areas. That is why we have focused our 
strategies around policing that. We have put to the community the capability of having our police force be more 
responsive and more able to move from place to place and follow the crime around the communities. As part of 
this platform, we have also proposed to amend the loophole in the “three strikes and you’re in” burglaries 
legislation. This legislation has been a problem for quite some time in that the interpretation of three strikes has 
been three court appearances rather than three offences. When the legislation was put to the community and put 
through these two houses of Parliament many years ago, the intention was that a burglar would be put away after 
three offences.  

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, member for Albany! 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: That is not occurring, so we have given a commitment to the community that we will 
amend that burglaries legislation to get those repeat offenders behind bars.  

We know that the best way to drive down crime is to get criminals off the streets and into a facility so that the 
community at least has some respite from their offending. The other part of this legislative platform was to 
introduce mandatory minimum sentences for violent home invaders. There has been a lot of talk about it, and 
certainly in the community it was a very well received policy to make the minimum mandatory term for a violent 
offence in the course of a home invasion, such as grievous bodily harm—a violent assault—75 per cent of the 
maximum term. In the case of rape, for instance, the proposed minimum mandatory prison sentence is 15 years. 
In the case of an assault occasioning grievous bodily harm, we are looking at a minimum mandatory term of 
seven years and six months.  

The other part of our election platform was around partnering the community in preventing and fighting crime. 
Indeed, many members touched on this when they were referring to the police and community youth centres. To 
assist the community and to assist police in driving down crime, we have put $13.5 million into a closed-circuit 
television program. Part of this program is about building some capacity into the Maylands centre to allow the 
police more capability to receive CCTV footage from cameras located around the place. Also, $5 million in 
community grants will be available to local governments to work in partnership with the state government in 
implementing CCTV infrastructure. In addition, we have put some money aside and made a commitment to 
develop a strategic plan for CCTVs across the state so that we get some consistency in our delivery.  

We have put forward a range of other commitments but I would like to take some time to address some of the 
concerns raised by various members as part of their contributions. Since becoming the minister last year I have 
spent a lot of time getting out into the community and listening to the concerns of the community in various 
areas. Obviously an area of high focus for me was the south east metropolitan district — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Albany!  

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The south east metropolitan area is responsible for a large proportion of the state crime, as 
I mentioned earlier today. I outright reject that I am neglecting the people of Armadale in my strategies to 
address crime. The south east metropolitan district has been a high focus for me. I have been briefed a number of 
times on issues relating to south east metro. At the invitation of — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, please! I have called you to order several times now. Please 
allow the minister to speak.  

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Thank you for your protection, Madam Deputy Speaker.  

At the invitation of Don Randall, the federal member for Canning, I went to Armadale and took with me 
Assistant Commissioner Gary Budge, who was appointed assistant commissioner for the metropolitan region. 
We went through the Armadale electorate and Don Randall — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! I call you to order for the second time.  

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I respond to invitations from various people to visit their electorates and to view crime 
hotspots firsthand.  

Dr A.D. Buti: I have invited you. I sent you a letter about three weeks ago and you haven’t responded.  
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Mrs L.M. HARVEY: On my tour of the Armadale electorate with Don Randall, we spoke to small business 
owners and we visited a number of drug houses. We looked firsthand at the issues in Armadale. As a result of 
that —  

Dr A.D. Buti interjected.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members! Allow the minister to complete her speech.  

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: As a result of that, Assistant Commissioner Budge and his people got together and put 
together a program for Armadale that the member for Armadale might like to hear about. Strike Force 
Carombola has been two months in the planning. We will flood the south east metropolitan corridor with 
additional concept cars. Our mobile police facilities will be out there in force. We are inviting the community to 
engage with the police in their mobile police facilities and tell them about their volume crime issues and street 
crime issues so that the police can respond directly. We will be engaging the dog squad, mounted police and the 
regional operations group. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will members please allow the minister to speak. You have had your opportunity to 
speak and I would like to hear what the minister has to say. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Strike Force Carombola has come directly out of requests from my office to Assistant 
Commissioner Budge to brief me on what will be happening in the south east metropolitan district to address the 
issue of volume crime. I will be watching with interest because the member for Maylands referred to a targeted 
policing effort that was done in Maylands with the cooperation of the regional operations group, and that has had 
a significant effect in addressing the issue of volume crime. That is what modern policing is all about. It is about 
being responsible and able to deploy resources as required. Our policies have been about taking a targeted 
approach to get results. It is not about discussing with the commissioner the possibility or potential of changes; 
we are very much about targeting what our approach to tackling volume crime and other crime in Western 
Australia is all about. 

There was some discussion about the closure of Ballajura Police Station. It is true that the decision by the 
commissioner to close the shopfront was made because the shopfront in Ballajura was deemed not fit for 
purpose. That has been widely discussed in here and I have been monitoring the statistics for Ballajura since I 
became the minister. I have requested frequent updates on those statistics and formed the view that Ballajura 
Police Station is warranted. A 24-hour policing service will operate out of Ballajura, consistent with a range of 
other police stations around the metropolitan area. We envisage that Ballajura Police Station will be well placed 
to accommodate some of our additional 550 officers. 

I was pleased to see members opposite also agreeing with our policies on community engagement. The member 
for West Swan and others mentioned this aspect. Part of our platform of community engagement is about 
increasing capacity with our youth liaison officers so that the youth liaison officers can deal with the youths and 
bring them to facilities such as the police and community youth centres, which we have also agreed to fund to 
the amount of an additional $10 million. That will help with the capacity upgrades so that our youth liaison 
officers can deal with youths at risk, because youths at risk and young offenders are a priority for this 
government. We want to make a significant impact on reducing the number of prolific young offenders in our 
community. Part of our community engagement is very much around giving the police the capacity to implement 
operations like Strike Force Carombola in other jurisdictions. 

Before I run out of time, I would like to put on the record that members raised specific instances when the police 
response has been far from my expectations, and indeed from community expectations. I would very much 
appreciate it if members could forward that information on to me because I would like to give that information to 
the commissioner and have him advise me on what has happened in those circumstances. When people call the 
police and say that a home invasion is occurring right now, I expect the police to respond as a priority within an 
acceptable time frame. 

The member for Girrawheen mentioned the criminal penalty infringement notice scheme. The CPINS legislation 
passed through this place in May 2011. At the time, we discussed and put out in the community that the time 
frame for its implementation would be mid-2014. This program does not have a funding issue; it is fully funded. 
It is in the tender process. CPINS is a complicated piece of information technology that needs to be 
implemented, and we expect it to become active. We are on schedule to deliver our commitment in the time 
frame that was put out there.  

The member for Butler also mentioned my visit to Yanchep–Two Rocks, which was also around the end of 
2012. I would like to put on the record that after strong advocacy from the member for Ocean Reef, we made a 
commitment to build some extra capacity into Clarkson Police Station. We have put an additional 13 detectives 
into Clarkson and we have funded the expansion of accommodation at Clarkson Police Station to allow those 
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detectives to operate from there. Those detectives are at work right now in driving down volume crime in the 
Clarkson precinct. Since my appointment as minister and during the election campaign, it has become very clear 
during consultation with the community and from listening to the community that the community wanted more 
police officers, which is why the government made a commitment to put more police officers into the 
community. The community made it very clear to us that volume crime was an issue for it and we have put 
strategies together to tackle volume crime. This government is listening to the community and I will continue 
with my program of community engagements so that the community can tell me directly what are the gaps in the 
service delivery of police and in my expectations and community expectations, so that we can continue to 
provide a more effective and responsive police force and ensure that we are tackling some of the causes of crime 
and working on crime prevention in our suburbs. I have these documents for tabling, if required.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members, I have looked at these documents. They appear to be typed notes as an 
aid to the minister’s memory, so I do not think they rate as an official document.  

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [9.22 pm]: We have heard tonight a minister who is in total denial. The 
Minister for Police believes there are no problems with policing in this state and that the Liberal Party has done a 
fabulous job over the past four years. She believes that the community is grateful for the quantity and the quality 
of policing services and  the level of crime in the community and on that basis has re-elected the Liberal 
government. The Minister for Police is in denial, and she has not taken up the issues that were raised by many 
members of the opposition.  

We have heard tonight a litany of policing problems over the length and breadth of this state. Members on this 
side from country electorates and from electorates in the north, south and east of the metropolitan area have 
raised the most serious issues in which there are significant policing problems, yet the minister has failed to 
address them. Numerous of my colleagues have raised the issue of police and community youth centres and the 
withdrawal of police officers from programs in which they were meaningfully engaged in their communities and 
with the PCYCs. I can say from my experience that the problems are exactly the same in my electorate. I know 
that in the Midland town centre, after four and a half years of a Liberal government, we have significant 
problems. We have people being assaulted and robbed at all hours of the day and night. The Liberal Party has 
indicated that it will fund CCTV for the Midland town centre, and that that can be coordinated with police. Well, 
we are waiting for that, minister, and I look forward to that being announced as promptly as possible because it 
is a matter of urgency. We do not have enough police on patrol in the Midland town centre; the people of my 
electorate do not feel safe in the Midland town centre or at the Midland train station and surrounding areas. 
Many people will not frequent parts of the Midland town centre at various times of the day because of their fear 
of being assaulted or robbed. The police presence is not what it used to be; it needs to be stronger, and I certainly 
welcome the Liberal Party’s commitment to CCTV. I call upon it to honour that commitment promptly. 

Further, I recall that when I was police minister the then member for Kalgoorlie asked me whether the police 
would attend all home burglaries. In those years we did have a policy of attending home burglaries and 
collecting evidence from them. These days, I find out from most of my constituents that the average home 
burglary is not attended by police. This is a significant change in policing. Most constituents that I have spoken 
to who have been burgled or have experienced an attempted car theft or similar level crime have not had any 
police attendance at the home. In the suburb of Helena Valley, for example, I spoke to quite a number of people 
and there had been a spate of home burglaries and break-ins through the area. People have had bicycles and cars 
stolen and attempted car thefts and burglaries, and in every case there had actually been no police attendance. 
The common cry now is, “If you like, you can come in to the police station and report it.” People lead busy lives; 
maybe this is how the government is trying to drive down home burglary and theft statistics—by not having the 
police attend and creating an incident report number, but by saying to people, “Come on down to the station.” 
Oftentimes, because of their busy lives, their work commitments and their need to get the kids to school and 
other activities, people decide that it is not worth the effort, for a matter of a bike or even something more 
valuable being stolen, to go down to the station and fill in the paperwork, so those crimes go unreported. It is 
often only in circumstances in which people want to make a claim against their insurance that they go to the 
station to get a report number for the purpose of an insurance claim. 

I do not see how we can catch those offenders. It does not matter what the penalties are if the police do not 
actually attend the crime scenes and collect the evidence. Evidence needs to be collected from where people 
have broken in, and it is possible to get fingerprints from around windowsills or doorways. It is possible to get 
other evidence that could be utilised, but I am guessing that in most circumstances home burglaries are simply 
not being prioritised and are not being attended by police. On that basis, the same people are presumably 
breaking into homes again and again. The response of this government is to talk tough on penalties. As I think 
one of my colleagues interjected on the minister earlier, there is little point in having tough penalties if we do not 
catch the offenders. In the vast majority of cases, home burglaries are not being solved. In the vast majority of 
cases, the offenders are not charged because they are not even identified, so there is no consequence for their 
actions and they continue to break into other people’s homes, and more and more people feel violated, are 
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violated, and live in fear in their homes because of the increasing number of burglaries and break-ins. It is most 
alarming for people when there is no police attendance whatsoever. 

There is also a problem with the communication centre, which the minister may or may not acknowledge. I think 
she has partly acknowledged it in the past. People are having difficulty communicating the reporting of crimes or 
calling for police attendance. They have been kept on the line. They are waiting and waiting. In some instances 
they have to call back two or three times before they are connected.  

The minister suggests that the hub model is the way to go and that that is how the community can best be 
serviced. It comes down to how many hubs are needed. I think we have had six hubs in the metropolitan area for 
a very long period. In answer to a question from the member for Belmont in question time today—I see the 
member nodding—about the south east metropolitan area, the minister pointed out the percentage of incidents 
that occur in that area. It is the biggest of the metropolitan regions. I think it is reasonable for the member for 
Armadale or the member for Belmont to ask whether an additional hub is required in the south east metropolitan 
area. That is something that the minister dismissed out of hand. Historically, there were six main centres. They 
are now known by their directional names, such as south east, north west, north east and so forth. They used to 
be known by their town names of Midland, Cannington, Joondalup, Mirrabooka and so forth. They have been the 
standard hubbing centres for decades. During that time the population has increased dramatically. The member 
for Butler pointed out the dramatic population increases in areas in his electorate. It is certainly worth 
considering whether there are sufficient hubs. It is not necessary to argue whether the hubbing model is the right 
model.  

Quite separate to whether hubbing and deploying officers from central hubs is a good and sensible idea, the 
further question is: how many hubs do we need and is one hub enough for the south east metropolitan area? I 
happen to agree with the member for Armadale; I do not think one hub is enough for the south east metropolitan 
area. The problem at the station in Cannington has been growing for some years now. Before the call centre in 
Midland was set up by us when we were in government, come 4.00 pm, when stations such as Belmont, 
Armadale and the other ones in the south east used to manually divert through to Cannington, officers would run 
around and turn the ringer tones down on all of the phones because that station would just light up. The moment 
all the little stations within south east metropolitan diverted their phones through to Cannington, it was bedlam. 
It is a huge area population-wise, and it also has some lower socioeconomic areas within it where there are 
greater problems. As such, there is a very reasonable claim that it should have at least one other hub, and that 
could provide a better policing service.  

The minister has said that, as an alternative, she will create another regional operations group. The ROG was 
created 10 or more years ago so that any of those six metropolitan regions could be supplemented. It meant that 
when there was a particular incident or greater demand, a group could be deployed anywhere in the metropolitan 
area. For example, if there was an out-of-control party or some other incident, a mobile group could be sent to 
Cannington, Midland, Joondalup or wherever. It has now been decided that there will also be one south of the 
river. I think that is a step in the right direction, but I question whether that is just policing on the cheap and 
whether it is needed, because each of those six hubs is under-resourced and does not have sufficient police 
officers to do the job. Again, as one of my colleagues suggested, if police officers are put on the ground where 
they are needed in each of the six metropolitan policing regions, maybe the additional ROG would not be 
needed. It is obviously a cheaper solution to put another ROG into the southern zone. 

The minister has said that it is part of Liberal philosophy to resource the police force effectively. It is just a 
shame that it has not done that. When the minister pointed out that the government will allocate some more 
money in coming budgets, she failed to point out the money that the government has taken out of policing in 
recent years by way of the efficiency dividend. It was going to be more, but it was reduced. In 2012–13, some 
$28.2 million is being taken out of the police service budget. In 2013–14, the police service is to yield an 
efficiency dividend to Treasury of $36.8 million. In 2014–15, it will be nearly $50 million; in 2015–16, it will be 
$63 million; and in 2016–17, it will be required to make further savings of $71.5 million. That in itself is well 
over $250 million of cuts, or savings as the government likes to call them, that the police service will be required 
to make over the next four years. That is huge. In addition to that, all the money for the enterprise bargaining 
agreement is not on budget. The 2011 EBA is not fully funded over the period of the forward estimates. That is 
more money that needs to be found. 

The question for the minister is: is the money that she is talking about that was promised at the election 
additional money? Certainly, in Liberal Party propaganda we were led to believe that this was additional money. 
With the EBA shortfall, plus the money that has not been given to support a couple of pieces of legislation that 
are being implemented, I estimate that the police service will be short about another $16 million a year. So we 
are looking at a shortfall, or cuts to the police budget, of some $300 million. We need to know that all that 
money will be there, that those cuts will not happen and that the efficiency dividend will not go ahead. There is 
little point in talking about giving the police service $280 million more while with the other hand the 
government is taking $300 million away from it. It is a pea and thimble trick. I think that my colleagues have 
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very adequately described this evening the effects of it. There has been a failure to spend the money that is 
required in the police service, there has been a failure to appoint sufficient police officers to stations in the 
suburbs and in the regions, there has been a failure for the community in the level of assaults and the police 
presence in our towns, suburbs and regions, and there has been a failure to respond quickly enough when people 
phone the police or to respond at all to home burglaries and some other so-called volume crimes. This 
government does not have a handle on it. This minister does not have a handle on it. It was most disappointing 
tonight for her to stand up in some kind of strange state of denial and pretend that there is no problem and that all 
our suburbs are being policed effectively. They are not. My electorate of Midland is not being effectively 
serviced by police. The town centre does not have a strong enough police presence, and those in the suburbs are 
not getting a sufficient police response when they are the victims of crime.  

Division 

Amendment put and a division taken, the Deputy Speaker casting her vote with the noes, with the following 
result — 

Ayes (17) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr D.J. Kelly Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr A.D. Buti Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti  
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley  

Noes (31) 

Mr P. Abetz Ms W.M. Duncan Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan 
Mr F.A. Alban Ms E. Evangel Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr J. Norberger 
Mr I.M. Britza Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr R.S. Love Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Ms M.J. Davies Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr C.D. Hatton Mr N.W. Morton  

            

Pairs 

 Mr R.H. Cook Mr D.T. Redman 
 Mr B.S. Wyatt Mr R.F. Johnson 
 Mr M. McGowan Mr A. Krsticevic 
 Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.J. Cowper 

Amendment thus negatived.  

Motion Resumed 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.H.D. Day (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 9.46 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 



 [ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 7 May 2013] 271 

 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

 

ELLENBROOK RECREATION CENTRE 

29.     Ms R. Saffioti to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
I refer to the election commitment to contribute $7 million to develop a new recreation centre in Ellenbrook, 
including two public swimming pools, and ask: 

(a) is this State Government still committed to this project; 

(b) how much of the $7 million of funding will go directly to the construction of the two public swimming 
pools and aquatic centre; 

(c) has the City of Swan accepted the State Government’s decision to build two public swimming pools 
and aquatic centre in conjunction with the recreation centre; and 

(d) what is the anticipated completion date of the recreation centre and two public swimming pools? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
(a)  Yes. 

(b)–(d)  The State Government is currently working through implementation and timing details for election 
commitments across all portfolios. Scope and timing for commitments will be confirmed through the 
upcoming budget process.  Announcements about the spending decisions contained in the budget will 
be made at that time and the State Government will be working closely with stakeholders during this 
period to make sure the appropriate plans and agreements are in place to ensure commitments are 
implemented.  

__________ 
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