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Findings

Finding 1 (previously Finding 5 Report No.8) Page 1
There are advantages to working with children checks being administered by a body

independent of government, such as an independent Children’s Commissioner with a
specific child protection focus.

Finding 2 (previously Finding 6 Report No.8) Page 1
In Western Australia, as the Children’s Commissioner does not have a narrow child
protection focus, it is appropriate for the Department for Child Protection to continue
to be responsible for the administration of working with children checks as the
Department’s main focus is child protection.



Chapter 1

Amendment of Finding 5 and Finding 6 from
Report No.8

On the 1 March 2012, the Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the
Commissioner for Children and Young People (the Committee) tabled Report No. 8
entitled Report on the functions of the Commissioner for Children and Young
People: Working with children checks.

Since this time, the Committee has reconsidered the Findings contained within this
Report, and has resolved to amend Finding 5 and Finding 6 on page 17, for the
purposes of clarity.

The amended findings read as follows:

Finding 1 (previously Finding 5 Report No.8)

There are advantages to working with children checks being administered by a body
independent of government, such as an independent Children’s Commissioner with a
specific child protection focus.

Finding 2 (previously Finding 6 Report No.8)

In Western Australia, as the Children’s Commissioner does not have a narrow child
protection focus, it is appropriate for the Department for Child Protection to continue
to be responsible for the administration of working with children checks as the
Department’s main focus is child protection.

The Committee hopes that the Minister for Child Protection will consider the
Committee’s new Findings—in conjunction with the Findings and Recommendations
contained within Report 8— during the statutory review of the Working with Children
(Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 (WA) that is currently underway.
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