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WESTER"AUSTRAUA

Office of the Information Commissioner

I June 2012

Hon, Adele Farma MLC
Chair

Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation
and Statues Review
GPOBoxAll

PERTH WA 6837

Dear Ms Farma

INQUIRYiN'rocoMMUNiTYrROTECTioN(OFFENDERRE^OR'1'1NG
AMENDMENTBILL21ill

Ireferto your letter dated 24 May 2012, received by my office on 28 May 2012, inviting my
written submissions on the impact of the Community Protection (ort?"der Repor!ing)
lime, Idme"IBi1! 2011 ('the Bill') on Western Australia's parliamentary sovereignty and law-
making powers.

In Iiglit of my limited legislative remit, Ido not propose to make submissions to the
Committee on this issue.

Our Ref:

Your Ref:

However, Inote that Part 3 of the Bill(clauses 43 and 44) amendsthe Freedom of
11:10rmo!ionAct1992 ('the FOIAct') to include a newexemption inclause 14(5) of Schedule
I. Under the proposed new exemption, matter will be exempt matter ifits disclosure would
reveal ortend to reveal the identity of anyone as a person in respect of whom information is
contained in the Community Protection Offender Register ('the Register') established under
section 80 of the Coinmz, "to, Projection (or:?"der Reporting)/let 2004.

In general, and in keeping with the objects and intent of the FOI Act, Ido riotsupport
additional exemptionsftom access to infonnationunderthe FOIActexceptin very limited
circumstances. However, in this case, Iacceptthat the kind of information contained in the
Register is of a highly sensitive nature that requires protection from disclosure and that the
presentexemptions in the FOIAct may not adequately protectthatinfbrrnation from
disclosure. I acceptthatthere is an overriding public interest against disclosure of
information contained in the Register and, consequently, I do not object to this proposed new
exemption in the FOIAct. Ihave previously informed Western Australia Police of this view*

I have no objection to my letter being made public.

Yours sincerely

16/064/00
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Sven Bluenrrnel

INFORMATIONCOMMISSIONER

A1bert Facey House, 469 Wellington Street, PERTH WA 6000
Telephone:(08) 6551 7888 Facsimile:(08) 6551 7889

Freecall(WA Country): 1800 621 244
Email:info@toi. wagov. au WWW. foi. wagov. au
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