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J.P. STRATTON 

23rd May 2008 

The Chairman. 
Environment & Public Affairs Committee. 
Parliament House. 
Perth. W. Australia. 6000 

RE: SMRC Waste Facility, Canning Vale. 

Dear Sir I Madam, 

I am going to start off by saying I have lived in the same house in Willetton 
since 1981 and have enjoyed a good quality of air the majority of the time. 
However about four years ago that situation changed and not for the better I 
can assure you. 

Because my house is in a north westerly direction from the Canning Vale 
Recycling plant I am not in the direct wind path from either a westerly or 
easterly wind that has blown over the facility and I feel very sorry for those that 
are. However if sometimes we get a south easterly I am made aware of the 
sites presence. 

Basically during the day I do not have a problem with odours emanating from 
plant, it is between midnight and three in the morning that it makes it's 
presence felt. Initially I could not understand why I was getting this terrible 
smell in my house but a friend of my that has a lot more scientific knowledge 
than I provided me with an explanation for the phenomena. 

It would appear that the gases emitted from this plant are of a methane nature 
and during the day they go straight up into the atmosphere and are therefore 
not noticeable. However somewhere between midnight and 3am in the 
morning the inversion layer cools and becomes a lot denser stopping the gas 
from passing through it. It in turn cools the gas so that it becomes heavier than 
air and it falls back to earth and starts covering all the houses in low lying 
areas much the same as a fog would do. 

Because of this phenomena I have not been able to go to bed with a window 
or door ajar for the last four years, In other words every night I ensure that 
every window and door is closed tightly and yet I am still subject to the smell 
entering my home. 

You might ask how this happens and the answer is simple it enters my 
premises through the air vents going up through my roof. I am referring here to 
those vents that exhaust air from the kitchen, the laundry, the bathroom and 
toilet. "It must be murder for those that rely on evaporate air conditioning 
where the air is taken from the outside and then into the house" 
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Because I am now in my sixties I have to get up somewhere between 1 to 3am 
to ~o to the toilet and of coarse encounter the odour. As late as the night of the 
19 and going onto the morning of the 20th of May my house was inundated by 
the smell. To add credence to what I am saying in relation to when the odour 
is at it's worst I am enclosing an article headed "Big Stink Over Smell" that was 
published back in March 2008. On reading through it you will see that 
Councilor Daly was called out to peoples homes at around 2.30am in the 
morning. 

During this last summer that was extremely hot by all accounts I experienced 
a situation I never want to endure again. If you recall we had a period of five 
days where the temperature was well over 30 degrees "c" during the day and 
in fact at around 9pm it was till over 30. Because it was so hot and there were 
no evening breezes I could not open up my house to get fresh air into my 
premises but strangely enough the odour from the plant still continued to 
penetrate my house in the early hours of the morning. This resulted in the 
interior of my house smelling like the waste facility and I was ever so thankful 
when a westerly breeze arrived on the sixth evening and revamped the air 
quality within my house. 

The waste facility should have never been allowed to be built so close to 
residential areas. Initially it was a private enterprise that ran into financial 
difficulties so the City of Canning became involved. Not to be content with 
handling the waste from the City of Canning they then extended the franchise 
to cover both the City of Cockburn and Melville, obviously with the view of 
additional financial enticement. 

Never once were we the surrounding residents consulted nor was referendum 
held but today we are constantly being told to grin and bear it and the problem 
does not exist. In the last Council election two candidates representing our 
areas stood on a platform of doing something about the odour problem and 
they were overwhelming elected. To my knowledge they are doing a very good 
job to represent the concerns of their constituents 

Please do what ever is within your power to assist and protect us and future 
generations from such environmental vandalism for I am tired of waking up 
with sore eyes and a running nose. Only God knows what the long term 
effects are going to be 

YO~_~=~ __ _ 

John P. Stratton 
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~ ~l.'.s /:'m.()$ft.ecent<;!Ueeting, . with ;'.' ··ct;~'~J;"tY .. also .' ~tten&ed', : along ' 
~~cmQrs'Mary DaJ.y·andGrahiini·,:: Wlth:a~·rQpresentativefrom theP~G, . 
~~~tY~'say,i~~ :;they ·we.r~· · caUeil ·tP,;y~;jt!~~'~l~jJ~~~~me.ll.;\\,'.~~ ~~aus~ating , ." " .. ' 
\vitness the. "pllJrlq'sniell''- inth~,:,j;ljll~J)I.~t«ily ·¢onitnen.ted on the '. 
early hours lastmohth. . .... .' '.' . :':-: ;;:C:S.jtilti~~eailrig froni:l:nycloth-

.. The CanningT~meS'·re.pqr.te.dlast:;::':i~~:~;~~l~eturn.ed ho~e. ' .' . 
. week theDeparu.nentfot;:F.!ri..vir.on~' ·::+.it{/:.~®.~~~lteyedthe smeU:,\vas com~ .. :' 
men! artdCOrise~tiori Was, inV~sti- < . '1rlg$i~~1tie;iraste facility;:', ." '. . 
gating the 6O;.pius~p'~amtslCJdged · " .··· ; :· t88ieifXc~un.cillorNQrm Snell 
'Over the. March-f9 t,f'AprU l ~period askecI '1('Variety oi'questions.from.· . 
. from residents claiming the odour . the.pu\ll1echambers. . ...... '.', . . 

( vas cqming from a nearbY'C~nning ..•..... He'w:an;t~ to know whY '¢ert~i:n 
V ale'Waste-compostingfacility. .'. 'councillQrs:liadnot declare'dan iIi-

, The . facility's operator,' ' the :;~', t~rest and}lsked whohad'attehded 

. · ~~~~?!ai~~~~~o:eJA:~~~~~~~~?l1~S;Il .behaJfOf 
to" suggest· . that all 'lhe 'reporied .. .., (.~;:Most~1;1isques-~iohs :wer.~ ~aken· 
smells came from the facility. . ............ ... '. on hQtice:~'~.:>:' · : · ~:::~:<,~, .. ~:., .. , . ," . 

'. .' But on;,T;}1.esQay:riight, Cr Daly '.:,: R~slg~i.lts:wh(rsmelfabad odour 

. i:lda~fJr\m~~:ffd~~:=:~!'?:=~te~~~~j:!=i 
.. t4.~·t~s.f ,. we,ekehd· o(.Marc~V;:~#~t~.·.:~ . m~i()@d~'~~a~gov.au, the'SMRC on 
··~g6in:g·,:out- to their residerices :" af :·.·.'JOOO:556'726~.or ·withthErCMGOAG at .' 

·2~:30a.n.t~ , :slle· StU'feredburningin'her H',':;'·,W\v,;w.cmco'ag.com . ." .. '. 
:<"') :~ ~'~':':~::,:'.:'::' :: .<\:J<' ,:' " ... . . . ':'" '.' > <,' :;e.', .'~' ',.,'.: :'.:' . 
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ByCARLY CRUMMEY, ,. 

,:,,~;"~:{.: : : : ,.' , : ' plaints were l~fQv¢r':the Nlar~ 19 to , ,said'WaDY. , ()fl$llelgbbOW'S, ~d ,sinluar~';,' beeh identlf1ed; ,fel*~an.dstep8taken to 
~:;~ ' . .' AprUlperiodthroUghallsO.~. ::/;' . : . . ;~foitiS.;'>:.\~'< :.' . ". " ;'.< .', '. , eIisure1tdo~~;nQtre.«Cur.~' :":;: . ". ' . , 

. ASP.IKE'lif ot:lbUi"ci:>iilplaiI'lts Wm l'~i~ ' '. 'I'M wom'daywas·MarCh28 WitlU7,oolri·:, /i:: tfUt~SMRC ·:c.biUtnum ·noug :Thomps6n· '· . Hesalda:1~tterbOx. campaIgn from the 
, dents near Canntng Vale's Regional Re- plaints, followed by March 1!J:w1thli·~,:;· said tl1e:ilulQbetOfi:ouipWn,~~hould be 'coli:' C8iinftig MelvUleCominunity Odour Action 
sourc~f~~v~n. Cellttellas pausedtlie,1)e... ·U.He. ~d there were usuWly abc)utflVe,'per ;, sidered ~nheiiumberOf1iOWies in tl1i!' '.;) Group resulted in aD. ~'i1iCre8Se ,'ijieman traf-
partinerit dr"$ri\tttolulleht and: Colisei'v~ ' week..' . ......, ". ."' . area; .•. . , " .. "" ' ". '. , .. " fie" . . · " . . . . . 

. atioli4t~tmch:i!h:~:v~tiw;iUon/:'. . •. : .• .. : ;~,~~identi>arryl Civinw~9n.ii6f: '. 'Hesaid,th.~rew~mt;ire:th8n3000 holneS ~Rairu!saidt.pat w1ple ~~ bad used 
~ECP9IWtio~ ' reSP9J:lSe tnanager' Ken ' the;in~ingly f)"ustrated ; res.idents:. w~o · : .. within aL5kin:radius ofilie factUty atid66' the pollution. emergency lllle ili;the paSt, it 

; Raine said'$e regUlator was' conducting comp1.aitled; ~ymgheam~ his fanillywere at - calls made:tt;'the SMRC!s24-hOUr hOtline be- was preferable to C9ntact the PEC through 
. night odoursurv:eys with trained air quali- . . thefrwit~l:'en~withthe "revpltingstri~"; '.' '.' , twee~J~~.iand~h;nt ae.sirldha1fOf natasha.maio@dec;wa .. gov.au; ; to' ,: repm;t 
. ty e~pertsto. tr~ck !he odours'soui'c~imd . "We getbloOd ,noses; ;headache~andthet1iesecansc8nieftiOihf01irho~ho1d.s. ,i . odour. . ',.' . .' 
" ~4~Wsedthe .lSSueformally.with the faclli- smelll,teeps coming back - iUnakes you want '. '. '~Durmg this tilne.there were otily three The odour aCtion'group can be contacted 
" ty'i(.Q~rato~, th~ Southerri;~Metropolitan tovomit,"MrCivinsaid. . incidentBofverifiedodom;s in theoommuni· ' at www.cmcoag.com. The SMRC's 24-hour 
; ~~gi9~~,Colillcil. , . '... . . He said he was getting tired Of~~~tyti;Omthe~c~ty~ue,tQ,;PePlti~nalissues/' .hotline isl300556~. . . .... . 
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