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Report to the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 
From Hon Terry Waldron MLA 

Western Australia on the  
“35th CPA Australia and Pacific Regional Conference” 

 
It was a great honour, privilege and above all an outstanding learning 
experience for me to attend this conference. 
 
The conference held a special significance for those of us from the 
Western Australian Parliament as we share a twin Parliament 
relationship with the Cook Island Parliament. 
 
The Conference Itself 
The Major theme of the conference was “Leadership excellence for the 
common good: Share – Exchange – Act” 
The conference certainly grasped and upheld that theme and I give a 
brief overview as follows. 
 
Day 1 – Monday 28th November 
Following the election of Hon Niki Rattle – speaker of the Cook Islands 
Parliament as Chair and Hon Barry House, President of the WA 
Legislative Council as Deputy Chair, facilitated by Mr John Tangi, Clerk 
of the Cook Island Parliament, the conference commenced. 
 
Session 1 – “Need to know” 
Neil Angus MP, Victoria  
Gave a very informative session raising such issues as “E” petitions 
which drew a lot of very interesting discussion debate and comparisons.  
Also raised the issue of “Grey Media” which is an area we all need to be 
aware of. 
 
Session 2 – “Right to Access” 
Ms Clare Curran MP, New Zealand  
Focussed very much on the media and parliamentary information plus 
importance of relationship between Government and its citizens.  She 
gave some excellent examples.   
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Hon Leaupepe Taimaaiono Tolrafoa Faafisi MP, Speaker of Samoan 
Parliament. Spoke of the transparency of the Samoan Parliament. 
 
 
Session 3 – “Better Information Management” 
Mrs Pua Hunter, Director ICT PM’s Office Cook Islands focussed on 
training and community education regarding information management – 
data collection – archiving – dissemination of information and storage 
both physically and digitally. 
 
Session 4 – “Better Information Dissemination” 
Ms Sonia Hornery, MP, NSW, spoke of transition from books/paper to 
the cloud.  Emphasised the use of Parliamentary opportunities ie. 60 
second community statements – private members statements and 
relaying those to constituents, plus also the use of petitions to local 
people and the Parliament. 
 
Open session 
Extremely valuable session where we all openly discussed issues raised 
during the day.  This sharing and exchange of ideas in line with the 
conference theme I found extremely valuable. 
 
Day 2 – Tuesday 29th November 
 
Session 5 – “Effective Oversight 1” 
Mr Tangata Vainerere Executive Director Pacific Legislature. 
A fantastic and very humorous session on the benchmarking of 
Parliaments focussing on elections – eligibility of candidates – 
committees - parties – parliamentary staff etc.  
Spoke strongly on the values of Legislation, accountability, transparency 
and governance. 
Ms Catherine Evans, Deputy Solicitor General, Crown Law. Cook 
Islands followed on in detail from previous presenter focussing on the 
Cook Islands. 
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Session 6 – “Effective Oversight 2” 
Hon Dr Kim Hames MLA, Western Australia  
Gave an excellent and detailed oversight into WA Parliament Committee 
System.  Gave relevant comparisons and observations into select 
committee system verses the standing committee system. 
A precise and engaging presentation for all. 
Mr Nukl Karako, MP, New Zealand  
Gave an interesting overview to the Uni Cameral system in New 
Zealand, and of their Parliament also commenting on committees and 
petitions, again very informative and well presented. 
Mr Mark Brown, Minister Finance, Cook Islands 
Although limited for time a really interesting and informative look at 
Major Cook Island issues and in particular the family law bill before their 
Parliament. 
 
Session 7 – “Effective Representation” 
Ms Joan Rylah, MP, Tasmania 
Concentrated on the parliamentary side and the different roles of the 
lower and upper houses of the Parliament in Tasmania.  Spoke of 
geographical area verses party representation.  Highlighted issues of 
small parliaments and staffing. 
 
I then made my own presentation on effective representation and 
focussed very much on the role of a local Member of Parliament 
connecting personally and generally with his/her constituents, plus 
connecting with Ministers, Heads of Departments and key people within 
Government.  Stressed need to be an effective conduit between the two. 
 
Session 8 – “The Public and Legislation” 
Lord Tu’L’Afitu, Depty Speaker, Tonga. 
Spoke of the need for inclusiveness and consultation when forming 
Legislation and the positive use of the internet and social media as part 
of this. 
Mark McCardle, MP, Qld 
Focussed strongly on media and access for the public in formation of 
Legislation.  Emphasised the different use of media by different age 
groups plus politicians use of the media. 
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Day 3, Wednesday 30th November 
 
Session 9 – “Ethical Governance” 
Mr Tangata Vainerere, Executive Direct, Pacific Legislature 
Again a humorous but very detailed and informative presentation on the 
Ethics of Pacific Parliaments. 
Mr Tom Duncan, Clerk, ACT 
Focussed on the Latimer House Principals adopted by the ACT 
Parliament and the ten principles.  Also emphasised transparency and 
accountability, stressing importance of Standing Orders, Committees 
and making relevant changes to standing orders. 
 
Session 10 – “Progressive Reform” 
Thomas George, Deputy Speaker, NSW 
Gave overview of NSW Parliament focussing on importance of holding 
executive to account.  Also raised the importance of succession planning 
for Clerks. 
 
Representatives from Fiji and Nauru 
Both spoke of local parliamentary reforms and the make-up of their 
Parliaments. Also spoke of suspension of Members of Parliament citing 
different examples. 
 
Session 11 – “Women in Leadership” 
Hon Niki Rattle, Speaker Cook Islands 
Ms Annabel Digance, MP, South Australia 
Ms Charlene Malele, Clerk, Samoa 
Ms Elizabeth Lee, MP, ACT 
A really interactive session where all presenters gave details of numbers 
of women in their Parliaments and the roles of women in leadership.  All 
stressed the important role women have, are playing and will continue to 
play in all our societies. 
There was strong support from the conference in the need to continue to 
promote and give equal opportunities to women for the betterment of our 
countries. 
 



5 | P a g e  
 

Session 12 – “Youth Participation” 
Mr Tuaine Manavaroa, Cook Islands 
Raised issue of Parliamentarians not engaging with and not properly 
representing youth issues.  Therefore we are not understanding the 
detrimental affect some decisions can have on our young people. 
Ms Leanne Clare, Assistant Clerk, Qld 
Spoke of the extremely positive youth educational programs they run 
through the Queensland Parliament, that directly engage with and get 
young people involved both in the cities and country areas. 
Michael Petterson, MP, ACT 
A young (25) newly elected Member of Parliament spoke passionately of 
how hard it is for a young person to get elected to Parliament.  A very 
interesting insight into the obstacles he had to overcome. 
 
Barry House, President WA Legislative Council 
Spoke of significance of relationship of WA Parliament and Cook 
Islands, twin Parliament relationship and the history of how it came 
about.  Outlined WA Parliaments Youth Educational Programmes, 
similar to Qld.  Highlighted WA’s very successful Youth Parliament, open 
days and Parliamentary work books for students. 
 
Adoption of Conference Outcomes Document 
 
Facilitator: Mr Tangeta Vainerere, Executive Director, Pacific 
Legislatures 
 
Rapporteurs:   Ms Anne Day, Parliamentary Officer, WA 
   Ms Lauren Messiti, Parliamentary Officer WA 
 
Please see attached document 
Outcomes Statement 
Which contains 22 recommendations from the conference. 
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Personal Overview 
This was truly an outstanding conference from which I have gained a 
great deal of new knowledge and a much greater understanding of the 
workings of Pacific Parliaments plus a greater understanding of their 
challenges, successes and above all their people. 
 
The conference was well planned and extremely well managed and run, 
ensuring everything went off smoothly and we were extremely well 
looked after. 
 
I wish to personally thank and congratulate the Government and 
Parliament of the Cook Island and the people of Rarotonga and the 
other Islands for their outstanding organisation, hospitality and great 
friendship. 
 
The formal, semi-formal and social programme around the conference 
was outstanding and I must say in line with the conference theme, the 
sharing and exchange of ideas and better understanding gained during 
these events, I have no doubt will prove to be so beneficial to us all. 
The opening dinner, at the local main pavilion Hall, night one at the 
Island Hotel and closing dinner at the Parliament Beach front were all 
fantastic and memorable occasions, with beautiful local food and 
excellent speeches. 
 
I would like to especially thank and congratulate the Conference Chair, 
Hon Niki Rattle and Deputy Chair, the Hon Barry House for the excellent 
manner in which they both presided over the conference, keeping tight 
control, while allowing all plenty of opportunity to share and exchange 
views and knowledge.  Also to John Tangi and his staff who kept the 
show going at all times. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge and thank Anne Day and Lauren Mesiti 
from the WA Parliament who travelled to Rarotonga early to assist with 
the organisation and running of the conference, they were outstanding. 
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Closing Comments 
This was the second CPA Conference I have attended on behalf of the 
WA Parliament during my 16 years as a member.  I attended the CPA 
Conference in New Delhi, India in 2007 and now the CPA Pacific 
Conference in the Cook Islands. 
 
There is no doubt I have learnt so much and gained so many good 
relationships from both these conferences that have and will be of great 
benefit to me and I am sure others that attended. 
 
I congratulate the CPA for what you do.  You should never 
underestimate the great value of these conferences, the knowledge and 
experience gained by attendees and the value they take back to their 
own regions, plus the great value to the host country. 
 
As I retire from politics I would strongly recommend to all new members 
of Parliament to get involved with the CPA and take the opportunity to 
attend a Conference, as it will be of benefit to the Member themselves 
and to their State, Province or Country. 
 
Hon Terry Waldron MLA 
Member for Wagin 
Parliament of Western Australia 
 
 


