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DAY 1 

Session 1: Cyber Threats Part 1: Cybercrime  

Chaired by: Queensland’s Hon. Tim Mander MP  

Panel members: Brian Fletcher and D. Supt Glyn Lewis 

 
Brian Fletcher is the Director of Government Affairs for Symantec covering Australia, New Zealand, 

Japan, and Korean operations.  He is an experienced cybersecurity executive, with 21 years of service 

for the Australian Government.  He has previously worked as the Director of Cyber Security 

Relationships for the Australian Signals Directorate at the Australian Cyber Security Centre, which saw 

him leading the development of cybersecurity policy and partnerships with industry along with 

federal, state and territory governments.  He has also served in the Australian Embassy in Washington 

DC, providing advice to ambassadors and defence staff on strategic cybersecurity and intelligence 

issues.     

Symantec is a global leader in cybersecurity.  They operate one of the world’s largest cyber intelligence 

networks, helping companies, governments and individuals secure their most important data.  

 

Detective Superintendent Glyn Lewis is the National Coordinator of the Cyber Crime Operation at the 

Australian Federal Police. He coordinates the AFP’s five Cyber Crime Teams that investigate pure, 

dependent and enabled cybercrime.  Previously Lewis was INTERPOL’s Director of Specialised Crime 

& Analysis, leading a number of sub-directorates that supported 190 member countries counter cyber-

enabled organised crime in areas including narcotics, human trafficking, people smuggling, child 

exploitation, pharmaceutical crime and environmental crime.   

 

About the session 

 

This first session was an opportunity to have a comprehensive overview of cybercrime, with an 

emphasis on looking at threats which are particular to both security and law enforcement.   

 

Brian Fletcher focused on the security aspect by debunking some of the age old myths surrounding 

cybercrime.   Common myth #1 was regarding the perception that cybercrime is different to other 

kinds of crime which Fletcher countered that although the nature of cybercrime was complex, 

essentially it was just another crime committed in a different way.  Common myth #2 was that 

cybercrime was difficult to enact which was dispelled by examples of simple ‘phishing’ techniques.  

And common myth #3 was that only big businesses were affected by cybercrime which was proven 

incorrect with statistics showing small-to-medium enterprises being increasingly targeted as a result 

of this complacent attitude.  

 

The law enforcement point of view was presented by D. Supt Glyn Lewis, who focused on the 

importance and need for regular reviews on the effectiveness of existing cyber laws.    

He gave an overview of current cyber threats within the Asia-Pacific region, noting that many of the 

attacks that occur are Distributed Denial of Service (DDOS).  These types of attacks attempt to make 

online services unavailable by flooding the site from multiple sources.   
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Session 2: Cyber Threats Part 2: Online Threats against Children  

Chaired by: Sri Lanka’s Hon. Niroshan Perera MP 

Panel members: Afrooz Kaviani Johnson and Andree Wright 

 

Afrooz Kaviani Johnson is UNICEF’s Child Protection Consultant for East Asia and the Pacific.  She has 

previously worked on AusAID projects, focusing on the welfare of children throughout Southeast Asia.  

She has also worked as a lawyer at Clayton Utz in its Workplace Relations, Employment Safety Practice.  

She completed her law studies at Monash University in 2004 and graduated with a Juris Doctor.  She 

also holds a Master of Social Science (International Development).  

Andree Wright is a pioneer in cyber safety in Australia and has a wealth of experience in children’s 

online safety issues which she brings to her role as the Acting Children’s eSafety Commissioner.  Under 

her direction Cybersmart developed an international reputation, with its online safety resources 

receiving 14 major national and international awards since 2012.   

About the session 

This session looked at the international and national threats facing children, looking specifically at how 

cybercrime threatens children through things such as online abuse, bullying, and sexual exploitation.  

Afrooz Johnson highlighted the fact that children have become far more technological and net-savvy 

with the internet now a key part of their everyday lives in both developed and developing countries.  

The internet allows children unparalleled opportunities for learning, researching, playing and 

socialising, it also comes with associated risks and harms.  This includes cyber-bullying and stalking, 

online child exploitation as well as grooming and procuring of children over the internet.  To conclude 

Ms. Johnson emphasised that what was happening online was a reflection of society at large and of 

what faced children offline in their schools, homes and communities. 

The last speaker for the session was Andree Wright who discussed the roles and achievements of the 

newly created Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner including the creation and 

implementation of a world first cyber bullying complaints handling scheme.  She noted that 

traditionally the area of crime relating to child sex offences had been dealt with differently to other 

areas of crime.  This presented challenges in addressing the shift of these crimes to the internet.  As a 

result, the Australian Government decided to create a national hub for cybersecurity and the 

protections of children.  She noted that it was for this reason that the Office of the Children’s eSafety 

Commissioner (OECE) was created.  Since its creation in July 2015, it has completed more than 11,000 

investigations.  Many of these cases were related to child pornography.  The most shocking fact being 

that 92% of images involved children who were primary aged children (5-12 years old) and 6% were 

under the age of five.     
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Session 3: Cyber Threats Part 3: Cyberactivism  

Chaired by: Northern Territory’s Hon Matt Conlan MLA  

Panel members: Dr Monique Mann and Dr Angela Daly 

 
Dr Monique Mann is interested in socio-legal research on the intersecting topics of organised crime, 

cybercrime, police technology, biometrics, intelligence and surveillance.   

She graduated with a PhD from the ARC Centre of Excellence in Policing and Security (CEPS), Griffith 

University in 2015.  While completing her PhD Mann taught as a sessional academic at Griffith 

University, worked as a Research Assistant at CEPS, interned with the Organised Crime Branch of the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in Vienna, and was a visiting scholar at the Regulatory 

Institutions Network at the Australian National University.   

 

Dr Angela Daly is Vice Chancellor’s Research Fellow in Queensland University of Technology’s Faculty 

of Law, working on a project examining intellectual property and regulatory aspects of renewable 

energy technology in Australia and the European Union.   

Dr Daly was awarded a PhD for her work, ‘Mind the Gap: Private Power, Online Information Flows and 

EU Law’ from the European University Institute’s Department of Law.  

 

About the session 

 

Should online political activism be viewed as a threat/attack?  How should the Snowden effect or other 

online protests be tackled? How can security be balanced with freedom of speech, privacy and public 

protests?  What is the Asia-Pacific context?  This session sought to answer these questions. 

 

Dr Mann posed the question: “how can parliamentarians ensure that individual privacy is balanced 

with collective security?” She explained that the creation of The Onion Router (TOR), proxy Virtual 

Private Networks (VPNs) and websites such as WikiLeaks were originally created to provide publicly 

available encryption services centered on the right to privacy.   However, from these largely 

benevolent reasons encryption had developed to present many nefarious implications.  She noted 

also that the privacy of individuals was often impacted because of the current surveillance strategies 

in place which in turn creates new policy problems and challenges for governments, businesses and 

individuals.   

 

Closing the session Dr. Daly concentrated on the role human rights plays in cyberactivism.  She 

believes that cyberactivism should not be viewed as a threat, rather that it should be considered as 

online political participation and exercising a democratic right.  She explained that although 

cyberactivism could range from benign to illegal or questionable political activities online, that the 

focus should be on the positive elements that cyberactivism brings – such as promotion of human 

rights, privacy, freedom of expression and freedom of association.    
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DAY 2 

Session 4: Building an Open, Safe and Stable Cyberspace 

Chaired by: New South Wales Hon. Natasha McLaren-Jones MLC 

Panel members: Dr Tobias Feakin, Peter Cassidy, Champika Wijayatunga  

 

Dr. Tobias Feakin is the Director – National Security Programs and Head of International Cyber Policy 
Centre at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute.  In his capacity as Director of National Security 
Programs he examines issues relating to national security policy, cyber security, global 
counterterrorism, resilience, and critical infrastructure protection.  In 2013 he established the 
International Cyber Policy Centre at ASPI in which he is the Head of the Centre.  This role sees him 
researching how cyberspace is used for nefarious purposes and creating national and international 
cooperation in cyberspace.  

Peter Cassidy is co-founder of the US-based Anti-Phishing Working Group (APWG), the largest 

independent global coalition combatting cybercrime; principle architect of the STOP. THINK. 

CONNECT. cybersecurity awareness campaign adopted by enterprises and national governments 

worldwide; and founder of the Symposium on Electronic Crime Research, the only peer-reviewed 

research conference dedicated to cybercrime.   

Champika Wijayatunga is the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) 

Regional Security, Stability and Resiliency (SSR) Engagement Manager for the Asia Pacific.  He is part 

of ICANN’s Global Stakeholder Engagement and SSR Teams and represents ICANN in Security, 

Technical, and Law Enforcement and Capacity Building forums in the Asia Pacific Region.   

About the session 

The focus of this session was: “what needs to be done to build a safe, secure and stable cyberspace?”  

There were a number of threats raised by the speakers that are faced by internet users, whether they 

are public or private sector or individual users.   

Dr. Feakin stressed the importance of raising the level of public policy discussion around cyber threats 

across the Asia-Pacific region.  He noted that the economic development which is occurring in the 

region was consequentially leading to a rise in cybercrime, due in particular to the “permissive” 

legislative space in some countries. 

Peter Cassidy raised concerns about the threat posed by “phishing”, which he describes as an easy 

crime due to its low cost and ease of escaping detection.  He noted that it was important for 

parliamentarians to develop strategies to ensure internet users have a positive influence and maintain 

a safe cyberspace.    

Champika Wijayatunga looked specifically at the threats posed to internet “identifiers”, such as 

domain names and IP addresses.  He said that online criminals often target these addresses to carry 

out attacks.  He noted that there are three key areas which need to be addressed: 

1. raising awareness of online threats; 

2. building the capacity of legislators; and 

3. promoting collaboration based on trust.  
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Session 5: Conflicts in Cyber Space  

Chaired by: Bangladesh’s Hon. Mahum-Us-Samad Chowdhury MP  

Panel members: Mari Kert-Saint Aubyn and Dr. Ewan Ward  

 
Mari Kert-Saint Aubyn is the Senior Analyst at the NATO CCD COE Law and Policy Branch.  Her work 

at the Centre includes research on the legal aspects of international law and cybersecurity as well as 

other policy areas related to cybersecurity.  She has experience in the field of cyber defense, 

cybercrime, privacy, data protection, security and border protection related issues.  

  

Dr Ewan Ward is the Director of CERT Australia (the CERT), the national computer emergency 

response team.  It is the point of contact in Government for cyber security issues affecting major 

Australian businesses.  The CERT is part of the Federal Attorney-General’s Department, with offices in 

Canberra and Brisbane.   

 

About the session 

This session set out to answer the question: Does cyber warfare exist and if so, what are its 

characteristics?  The session also looked at what role parliamentarians have within this space and 

what they can do to counter such threats. 

 

Mari Kert-Saint Aubyn gave a broad overview of cyber warfare.  She noted that attacks and threats 

can be both real and perceived, and can come in the form of espionage, terrorism, sabotage, 

subversion, and propaganda.  She raised some key points on how international laws – such as the 

Geneva Convention – apply to cyberattacks, particularly in light of the conflicts in South Ossetia and 

Ukraine.  Mari also noted how important it was for governments to focus on how international law 

can apply to cyberspace, all the while taking into account issues such as sovereignty, jurisdiction, 

international human rights law and the law of peace operations.   

 

Dr Ewan Ward further expanded on the threat of cyberattacks, raising further questions on the 

perceived danger that cyberattacks pose to those who access the internet.  He noted that out of the 

global population of 7 billion over 2.5 billion people are on the internet.  Making the internet a highly 

popular avenue to utilise for an attack.  He also provided deep insight into the risks governments and 

organisations are exposed to, and how they could manage these potential threats.  He particularly 

underlined the importance of instilling a cybersecurity culture in the workplace, and reiterated the 

need of individuals and organisations to be more involved in the security of their cyber communities.    
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Session 6: National Cybersecurity Strategies 

Chaired by: Solomon Islands Hon. Dr Derek Sikua MP  

Panel members: Mari Kert-Sain Aubyn and Sandra Ragg 

 
Mari Kert-Saint Aubyn’s profile can be found on page 7.    

 

Sandra Ragg assumed the role of Assistant Secretary Cyber Policy in the Department of the Prime 

Minister and Cabinet in August 2014, leading its cyber security policy development, including the 

Government’s Cyber Security Review.  She also has responsibility of whole-of-government cyber policy 

coordination and international cyber security strategy.  She has previously led the Australian 

Government Security Vetting Agency delivering a major organisational transformation which 

strengthened business governance, changed management programs, ICT delivery and people 

strategies. 

 

About the session 

The last session of the morning discussed the importance of creating a national cybersecurity strategy.   

Looking specifically at how governments should develop both strategy and policy.   

Mari Kert-Sain Aubyn returned to give some practical examples on how to create and improve 

cybersecurity strategy.    

She urged governments to consider issues including cybercrime, economic espionage and terrorism. 

Her home country of Estonia was one of the very first to develop a national cybersecurity strategy.  

She insisted that strategies must be country-specific and must also include cooperation between both 

state and non-state actors, such as ICT providers, academia and private companies.   

Sandra Ragg followed on by giving another real-life example of national strategy particular to 

Australia, noting that cyber policy had recently been moved to fall under the responsibility of the 

Office of the Prime Minster.  This was done in order to best recognise the importance and centrality 

of the issue.  She noted that the development of a cybersecurity strategy must be done in line with 

the country’s national economic vision and social development, rather than being treated as a 

standalone project.    
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Session 7: Legislating for Cybercrime 

Chaired by: Parliament of UK Shabana Mahmood MP  

Panel members: Shabana Mahmood MP, Alison Evans and, Aminiasi Kefu 
 

Shabana Mahmood MP graduated at the University of Oxford with a BA (Hons) degree in Law.  She 

then went on to complete the Bar Vocational Course, after which she practiced as an Employed 

Barrister specialising in professional indemnity litigation.  She was elected in May 2010 becoming one 

of the first Muslim women, and one of the first Asian women to be elected into the United Kingdom’s 

Parliament.  She was promoted to the Shadow Home Office Team as a Junior Minster and in 2011 

became Shadow Minister for Higher Education.  In October 2013 she was promoted to the shadow 

Treasury team.  

Alison Evans is the Legislation Practice Lead for Senscia.  She is trained as a legislative drafter with the 

drafting office for the Australian Federal Government.  She worked in the International Legal 

Assistance Branch of the Australian Attorney-General’s Department where she was an in-house 

legislative drafter providing development assistance to establish and strengthen legislative 

frameworks to combat crime, particularly transnational and organised crime.  

Aminiasi Kefu graduated with an LLB from the University of Waikato in New Zealand in 1997, after 

which he was admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor of the High Court of New Zealand.  Following a brief 

secondment to the Crown Solicitor’s Office, Auckland (Meredith Connell & Co), Mr. Kefu returned to 

Tonga and was admitted to the Supreme Court of Tonga in 1998.  After being appointed Assistant 

Crown Counsel in 1997, he was promoted to Crown Counsel in 2000 and Senior Crown Counsel in 

2001. 

 

About the session 

The afternoon focused on how to develop robust yet fair legislation to tackle cybercrime while also 

promoting a safe cyber environment.   

Shabana Mahmood MP gave an overview of her work on the UK’s Joint Committee on the Draft 

Investigatory Powers Bill.  She commented on the need for balancing security and privacy concerns, 

while also acknowledging the importance of creating flexible legislation in order to keep up to date 

with rapid technological changes and developments.  She also advised that legislators should have 

meaningful engagement with the private sector, human rights groups and the media while forming 

legislation. 

Alison Evans spoke about the importance of when and how a national strategy should lead to creating 

specific pieces of legislation, noting that these laws should follow the “four Cs” – complete, 

contemporary, congruous and communicative.   

The final speaker Aminiasi Kefu gave a perspective from the Pacific region.   He stressed however that 

there were no issues specific to the Pacific, as technological developments meant that even small 

island nations faced similar issues to larger countries.  He also highlighted the importance of legislators 

having a good understanding of cybercrime law.   
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Session 8: Committee Hearing Briefing 

Facilitated by: Pawel Jarzembowski  

 
The final session of day 2 saw the delegates split into smaller groups to discuss a scenario on threats, 

cybersecurity strategies and legislation. This acted as a briefing for the mock committee hearing which 

would take place on Thursday.    
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DAY 3 

Session 9: Strengthening International and Regional Partnerships 

Chaired by: Cook Islands Hon. Tutai Tura MP 

Panel members: Peter Cassidy, Dr Tim Legrand 

 

Peter Cassidy’s profile can be found on page 6.  

Dr. Tim Legrand delivers postgraduate courses in Research Methods in National Security & Crisis 

Management and National Security at the National Security College, Crawford School of Public Policy 

at the Australian National University.  His research is concerned with international policy transfer, 

evidence-based policy-making, and the domestic and transnational dimensions of security policy 

governance in the Anglo sphere with particular focus on counter-terrorism, cybersecurity and critical 

infrastructure protection.  He also delivers training to Australian and regional government officials on 

critical infrastructure protection and the governance of security. 

 

About the session 

The commencement of day three brought with it discussions on the role of international and regional 

partnerships in securing safe and prosperous cyberspace. Transnational organisations, neighbouring 

countries and multinational corporations were all mentioned as key stakeholders in this field.  

The Chair Hon Tuti Tura MP the Associate Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Cook Islands, noted that 

because of the global nature of cybercrime, there is a shared responsibility for parliamentarians across 

the world to promote good cyber defence.   

Peter Cassidy once again spoke remarking that international and regional partnerships only worked 

when precise definitions for each partner is specified.  He believes it is important to create strong and 

lasting partnerships with clear and identifiable meanings in order to best ensure cybersecurity.   

Dr Tim Legrand continued by pointing out that agile and nimble collaborative policy networks are far 

more effective than legislation alone in tackling cybercrime.  He stated that this was due to the 

transnational nature of cybercrime, arguing that having collective security and a collaborative network 

was more preferable to disaggregated forms of security.    
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Session 10: Building Partnerships with the Private Sector 

Chaired by:  Samoa’s Hon. Aumua Lameko  

Panel members: David Masters, Bevan Jones, Chris Noble 

 

David Masters is the Corporate Affairs Manager for Microsoft Australia.  In this role he leads 

Microsoft’s policy engagement across areas including privacy, security, accessibility and cybersafety.  

He has previously worked for HP Enterprise Services as their Government Business Strategy lead, as 

well as Parker & Partners as the ICT Practice Director and as a former ICT Adviser to the three Federal 

Ministers for Communications, IT and the Arts. 

Bevan Jones is the Head of Government/National Security in Australia for BAE Systems.  He leads a 

large team of local and global resources to deliver capability and services, as well as development and 

investment in domestic capacity growth leveraging a vast pool of knowledge, experience and 

resources from the UK core business and technology programs.   

Chris Noble is a partner at Risk Advisory and leads the National Deloitte Forensic Practice in Australia.  

Chris has over 20 years’ experience in responsive and advisory forensic solution for issues such as 

money laundering, sanctions, fraud, corruption, bribery, financial, misstatement, leakage of 

confidential data and workplace misconduct.  Chris has expertise with corporations, government 

agencies, regulators, law firms and the international Deloitte network in Australia and the Asia Pacific.   

 

About the session 

The private sector has an important role to play in the creation, implementation and long-term 

monitoring of cybersecurity strategies and policies.  This session focused specifically on the 

partnerships with the private sector and how vital they are within this sphere. 

David Masters considered the issue of information sharing, explaining that although it is important, it 

is equally important to establish clearly exactly what the purpose of the information exchange should 

be, as well as what and when to share.   

Following on from this Bevan Jones gave an overview of how the private sector can play a role in 

training and creating capability solutions for legislators.  He reiterated the point made previously that 

it is important for legislators to wholly grasp the scale of cybercrime, stating that he believed there 

are only two types of people in the world – those who have been hacked, and those who do not yet 

know that they have.  

To finish the session Chris Noble spoke on the importance of preparedness.  Alongside preparedness 

he stated that continuous monitoring, increased vigilance and the development of early warning signs 

are required in order to be properly equipped for the likelihood of cyber-attacks.    
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Session 11: Advocacy and Education Increasing Public Awareness  

Chaired by:  Malaysia’s Hon. Datuk Wira Haji Ahmad Hamzah MP 

Panel members: David Irvine, Peter Cassidy, Dr Cassandra Cross 

 

David Irvine AO has 33 years of experience as a diplomat in the Australian Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade, with experience in the promotion of Australia’s bilateral and regional political, 

economic and trade relationships with the countries of the Asia-Pacific region.  His career included 

high level diplomatic postings as High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea, Australian Ambassador to 

the People’s Republic of China, Mongolia and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  His 

appointments have included Director General of the Australian Secret Intelligence Service, and more 

than five years as Director General of Security, in charge of the Australian Security Intelligence 

Organisation.   

Peter Cassidy’s profile can be found on page 6.  

Dr Cassandra Cross is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Justice at the Queensland University of 

Technology.  She has previously worked as a research/policy officer with the Queensland Police 

Service, where she commenced research on the topic of online fraud.  She was awarded a Churchill 

Fellowship in 2011 to further this work.  Since taking up her position at QUT, she had published in this 

area across several journals and continued her research into online fraud focusing across prevention, 

victim support and policing aspects of this crime.   

 

About the session 

This was a wide ranging discussion on the role that legislators can play in advocacy and education, in 

order to improve and increase public awareness of cybercrime. 

David Irvine looked at the way in which legislators deal with lobbyists and interest groups. He also 

warned against over-legislating, or legislating simply to appease a particular lobby.   

Dr Cassandra Cross gave a very moving presentation focusing on the victims of cybercrime.  She made 

the point that cybercrime is about more than just money, as the impact on victims can be severe 

leading to mental health concerns as well as oftentimes suffering shame and stigma. 

Peter Cassidy returned to the platform to discuss specifically his “STOP. THINK. CONNECT.” campaign 

which promotes a clear message about online safety.  The campaign is already used by three 

Commonwealth countries – Bangladesh, Jamaica, and Nigeria.  He promoted the need for practical 

and contemporary safety and security messaging to be readily available in many languages and 

modifiable for different cultures in order to create a unified front against cybercrime.    
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Networking Lunch with External Stakeholders  
 
On Wednesday 27 July a networking lunch was held in the Premier’s and Speaker’s Hall of the 
Queensland Parliament.  It was an opportunity for delegates to network with a range of 
representatives from the private sector and academia to examine mechanisms for joint working across 
the cybersecurity sector.   
 
Outputs from this networking lunch can be found in Annexure A.   
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Session 12:  Leadership – Securing Parliaments 

Chaired by:  Parliament of Tuvalu’s Hon. Otinielu T Tausi MP 

Panel member: Ian McKenzie 

 

Ian McKenzie is currently the Assistant Secretary ICT for the Australian Federal Parliament and is 

responsible for service delivery of all aspects of Information Technology for the Parliamentary Service, 

The Senate, House of Representatives and the Parliamentary Budget Office.  His role includes the 

responsibility of Chief Information Security Officer for the Parliament.  Previously he has worked in 

senior ICT leadership roles in both the Middle East and Europe.   

About the session 

Ian McKenzie gave an important presentation focusing on the security of parliamentary ICT networks, 

and the ability of parliaments and parliamentarians to withstand cyberattacks.   

He gave an overview of the different types of situations, ranging from an attack by a bedroom-based 

hacker, right through to full scale cyber warfare.  He also noted that hackers generally target people 

rather than computers, therefore he believed it was for parliamentarians and their staff to be fully 

educated and engaged in the cybersecurity process.   
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DAY 4 
Select Committee Hearing 

Chaired by:  UK Parliament Rt Hon. George Howarth MP 

Clerk: Pawel Jarzembowski  

Witnesses: Nicholas Scott and Alison Evans 

 
This Westminster-mock style Select Committee meeting gave delegates the opportunity to put into 

practice some of the themes that had been discussed throughout the week.   

 

A case study from a fictional country in the Asia-Pacific region was used to give delegates the chance 

to utilise scrutiny techniques.  Delegates questioned two witnesses – the Head of Security and 

Operational Governance at the National Australia Bank, Nicholas Scott, and legislative drafter Alison 

Evans from Senscia – on their involvement and work related to cybersecurity and cybercrime. 

Parliamentarians were divided along government and opposition lines, and all Members asked 

pertinent questions to try and ascertain important and useful information. 
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Session 13: Scrutinising Security 

Chaired by:  Hon Di Farmer MP Parliament of Queensland 

Panel members: Hon Dr Shane Reti, Rt Hon George Howarth MP 

 

Hon Dr Shane Reti QSM MP is the National Party Member for Whangarei in the New Zealand 

Parliament.  He currently serves as the Deputy Chairperson for the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 

Committee and is a Member of the Health Committee.  Before he became involved in politics he was 

a medical practitioner specialising in family medicine and dermatology.   

Rt Hon George Howarth MP has been a Member of the Privy Council since 2005.  He has been 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary for both the Northern Ireland Office (1999 - 2001) and the Home Office 

(1997 – 1999), and Opposition spokesperson on Environment (1989 – 1994) and Home Affairs (1994 

– 1997).  Prior to his election to Parliament he was employed as Chief Executive of the Wales Co-

operative Centre, having previously worked with housing co-operatives, as a lecturer and as an 

engineer.     

 

About the session 

The final session for the workshop looked at the role scrutiny had to play.  It was noted by the chair 

that this workshop was an ideal forum to share ideas, as different parliaments have varying methods 

of scrutiny.   

Hon Dr Shane Reti QSM MP presented just how important it was for parliaments to ensure scrutiny 

was maintained, given the ease by which hackers can operate.   

The Rt Hon George Howarth MP followed, giving an interesting overview of his longstanding 

membership to the UK’s Intelligence and Security Committee.  He noted the importance of working 

cross-party, showing that every report that the committee had produced has been unanimously 

agreed on without the need for a vote.  He concluded by commenting that, in a democracy, it is not 

only possible but essential that parliamentarians have oversight and scrutiny of the work of security 

agencies.   
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ANNEXURE A 
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