
49th Canadian Regional Conference, held in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, 
from 13-19 July 2011. 
 

This conference proved very relevant as there was a strong input from the provincial 
parliaments of Canada, which have the most in common with the WA Parliament – 
similar systems of governance and professionalism of MPs. 

Sessions of interest: “A Model Parliament for Canada: a national institution for 
training future parliamentarians and a laboratory for testing parliamentary reforms”. 
(attached) 

While I disagree with the premise that it’s possible to in effect establish a TAFE 
course for want-to-be MPs, the discussion brought up some interesting 
developments in professional development for MPs. 

There appears to be little intellectual capital development done by the parties these 
days; we actually need training in de-legislating; voting needs to be incentivised – 
rather than just fining non-voters, every voter who turns up to cast a ballot could 
receive a Lotto ticket, with the Governor drawing the winning prize for $10m.  

Session: “How To Give value to the role of elected members and parliamentary 
institutions in the face of growing cynicism among citizens.” 

The Yukon Parliament in May had a Seniors and Elders Parliament, similar to the 
Youth Parliament we run. 

Canadian MPs seem to have a poor image of question time, as its adversarial nature 
colour the perception of an MP’s work. 

Session: “Committee Reform and the Estimates Process”. 

“not a dime without debate” – 125 hours spent in British Columbia parliament on 
estimates. Estimates sittings are able to occur while the House is sitting. 

North-west territories – speaker is able to allow the Opposition to question Ministers 
over the lack of a proper response to committee reports. 

On-line petitions are permitted in some provinces – must be sponsored by an MP. 

The session on “Government renewal and Increasing the Role of Caucus” was 
particularly interesting.  

 

John Hyde MLA, 

Member for Perth 

 



 

 

 

         


