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REPORT TO CPA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2014 

 

 

The 60
th

 CPA General Assembly – Yaounde, Cameroon 2 – 10
th

 October 2014 

 

The Yaounde General Assembly was my first CPA meeting attendance outside Western 

Australia after 14 years in the Legislative Assembly and I can honestly say it was worth waiting 

for! 

 

Africa is a fascinating and complex continent. The birthplace of the hominid species has evolved 

into a web of dynamic, developing countries, seemingly caught between cultural traditionalism 

and a desire for western modernism. Cameroon is a classic example of a former African colony 

(firstly German and later French/British) struggling to economically develop and build a society 

with all the infrastructure we in Australia take for granted, whilst at the same time showing a 

respect and pride in the multiplicity of cultural and tribal values which remain strong across the 

entire country. 

 

Cameroon joined the Commonwealth family of Nations in 1995 and has robust parliamentary 

system which has recently been added to with the establishment of a Senate. As a republic with a 

mixture of French and British legal traditions, the power structure in Cameroon is split between 

the executive, Parliament and an Executive President, Mr Paul Biya. From my discussions with 

delegates and African academic observers, the President’s Executive powers outweigh all the 

other arms of the political process, especially as he has the military on his side. Despite President 

Biya being the 2
nd

 longest serving head of State in Africa (longer than President Mugabe who is 

actually 3
rd

 longest) local dissent with his 32 year rule is not apparent. 

 

Surrounded by six African nations, Cameroon is a big country. From the shores of Lake Chad in 

the Far North, to the coastal border with Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon stretches over 2000km 

and has a population of approximately 21,700.000. Since Independence in 1960, Cameroon has 

struggled to diversify its economy from agriculture and general services. Oil finds in the 1970’s 

have gradually built up and this resource is now the major income earner for the country. 

Coincidentally, whilst in the hotel lift, I happened to bump into representatives from Woodside 

Petroleum who were in the process of negotiating access to offshore oil leases in the Southern 

coastal sector of Cameroon. The fact that many Cameroonians see their raw resources being 

exported daily through the port of Douala, especially the huge number of logs from deep forests 

further up in the Congo, drives their passion to see more processing and manufacturing of their 

own products within Cameroon. It was put to me that they feel nothing has changed since the 

days of colonialism; raw products are still being exploited and exported to Europe and Asia and 

the country imports the processed/manufactured end result, as cars, computers, furniture etc. 
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The feelings of colonial hangover, mainly driven by domestic economic frustrations, were 

prevalent amongst many of the African delegates at the 60
th

 General Assembly of the CPA, held 

in the Cameroonian capital, Yaounde.    

 

Arriving in Yaounde at 3am, via Douala and Libreville from South Africa, my first meeting at 

10am the next day, was a very short gathering of the Executive of the CPA (on the basis I was 

representing Hon Barry House MLC, a Regional member on EXCO). The meeting was supposed 

to last the whole of Sunday, but we had been informed of the sad and extraordinary news of the 

passing of Dr William Shija, the Secretary General of the CPA. He had died that very morning in 

London following a relatively short illness. Out of a mark of respect to Dr Shija, his family and 

the staff of the London office of the CPA, (many of whom were in Yaounde) after the short 

meeting, EXCO was deferred to the Monday of the forthcoming week. Before we broke, 

however, the meeting was informed by the Chair that the Coordinating Committee of EXCO had 

met earlier in the morning and created a proposition that it wished to put to EXCO regarding the 

issues surrounding the passing of Dr Shija. The proposition was that the CPA endorse the costs 

of Dr Shija’s funeral and airfares of his family to Tanzania and that we agree to pay out his estate 

2 year’s salary on the basis that he had no life insurance cover in place. 

 

CPA and EXCO Chairman Sir Alan Hazlehurst’s proposition of a 2 year salary payout 

immediately created debate surrounding how much the Association would be up for and why Dr 

Shija was not insured. It transpired that Dr Shija had been refused life insurance because of his 

age, being 64 years old when it ran out, but had failed to pass this information on to either the 

Chairman or EXCO. Discussion ensued around what exactly was in Dr Shija’s contract of 

employment and I asked if there was life insurance associate with his Pension 

Plan/Superannuation which may go some way to reliving the CPA of the entire financial burden 

of the payout. Due to what was becoming a distasteful debate over a man who had only just 

passed away, the matter were deferred to the following day. 

 

EXCO on the Sunday went from 9am to 8.30pm with short breaks for attending the Opening of 

the Small Branches Plenary and lunch. Further information emerged about the nature of Dr 

Shija’s contract and how much the CPA was being asked to contribute to his estate given there 

was no life insurance policy. EXCO was advised by the Chair that the total amount being 

suggested would be over A$500,000 if taxation was also payable on the salary payout. Had the 

life insurance been in place, Dr Shija’s estate would have received 3 years’ salary, so the 2 year 

payout we were told was a “without prejudice” position that we could adopt in recognition of his 

years of service to the CPA. Quite heated debate surrounded Dr Shija’s passing, lack of 

transparency of his contract and why EXCO found themselves in this position. The Agenda at 

this point moved on with no resolution on the payout. 

 

Other matters which arose during the Cameroon EXCO that require inclusion in this report 

relates to the election of CPA Treasurer, the Hon Request Muntanga MP of Zambia, who was 

Acting Treasurer at the time, the fiery debate around the resolution from the from the 

representatives of the Guateng Legislature seeking amendment to the CPA Constitution and my 

contribution to the workings of the Finance Committee of EXCO. 

 



Despite a vote that, to my mind, quite obviously appeared to be along racial lines, the Acting 

Treasurer, Hon Request Muntanga was elected by EXCO to the role of CPA Treasurer. An 

affable, competent and reasonable man, he is quite clearly a friend to Western Australia and 

spoke very highly of the Hon Barry House. The Treasurer is certainly a person our branch should 

embrace and invite to WA to seal our friendship. 

 

The resolution from the Guateng branch to amend the Constitution of the CPA was in effect the 

on-going demand from some African representatives that the Association change its status in 

London from that of being a registered charity to possibly being an incorporated company or 

other “non-charitable” but possibly tax exempt status. Being on the WA CPA Executive for so 

long I was aware of this debate, but it still did not prepare me for the emotion surrounding it. 

Effectively, some African delegates (not all) and mainly those from South Africa feel that the 

CPA being registered as a charity is a patronising view of how the Association is seen by 

Westminster. Associated with this view, is the working visa difficulties experienced by staff 

employed by the CPA in London who come from Commonwealth countries. Both these issues 

were expressed in debate by African delegates as being an extension of the days of colonialism 

and the dismissive attitude towards “black” demands. 

 

As has occurred at earlier EXCO’s and General Assemblies, the debate on the Constitutional 

change went round and around, some arguing the need for changing the way the CPA is 

financially established and others pointing to the benefits of the tax-free status of charitable 

status. An interesting jibe from Rt Hon Rebecca Kadaga to the Sir Alan Hazlehurst during 

debate, was her reminding the Chair that he split the African vote and convinced South Africa to 

vote for his Chairmanship on the clear promise that he would deliver a change to the registered 

status of the CPA. Hazlehurst denied this “clear” promise and said that what he meant was the he 

would work towards that end and that is what he has done with no agreement yet. After much 

debate, EXCO finally agreed that the amendment would go to the floor of the Assembly for 

determination. 

 

As both an observer and contributor on the CPA status debate, I found it amazing that very little 

was understood by both sides of the issue about the realpolitik of our voluntary Association. 

When political ego and personal status is removed from the issue of what the CPA actually is, it 

becomes obvious that it is no more than a voluntary Association of like-minded individuals 

doing the same job; that is being a Parliamentarian. The CPA is no really any different to that of 

any other professional Association be it engineers or accountants. I explained this at length to 

both African and non-African delegates and pointed out, the CPA will never and should never 

get a status equivalent to the UN or any other international body that binds nation-states. Asking 

delegates to consider how many Prime Ministers, Presidents and Federal or National Ministers 

were not present at the General Assembly should be a reminder of what the CPA is; a 

professional body of like-minded politicians not an international policy making forum. To the 

South African’s I explained this is why the UK government would not pass a law giving the CPA 

tax-free status if it stopped being a charity (which they thought should and could be easily done). 

I still am amazed that the Chairman Sir Alan Hazlehurst and other CPA EXCO delegates have 

not insisted that CPA participants who believe the Association can be equated with the UN or 

other international bodies, should wake up to themselves and understand that in the main they are 

simply a bunch of well-meaning backbenchers mostly from Federal States or micro-nations!!   



At the Finance Sub-Committee of EXCO I discovered, after going through the balance sheets, 

that of the two CPA investments of over UK6 million pounds, one attracted the bank interest rate 

of 0.3% and the other invested through a fund manager had returned less than 1%. The fund 

manager had nevertheless charged a total of UK 22, 000 pounds in fees. The fees of this 

company represented 33% of the return on the UK 6 million pound investment.  

 

Apparently, the CPA has been using the same fund manager for many years and it was thought 

that as this company was the same as that used by Queen Elizabeth II that somehow the CPA 

money was in good, prudent hands. After pointing out the disgraceful return on members 

investments, and how the fund manager would be getting a great deal more on its own 

investments, I gave examples of how, with conservative and careful financial placements, either 

in Europe or around the world, the CPA could get a much greater return on its investments, 

which could in turn, fund the entire Annual General Assembly.  

 

All Finance Sub-Committee members, including Joe Omorodion, Acting Secretary General, 

were very grateful I brought this matter up and to their attention. In due course I moved that we 

request of EXCO to support a resolution that the Treasurer and Joe confront the Fund Manager 

and demand at return of at least 3.5% on the CPA monies or they would seek another process for 

investment. This was carried unanimously.    

 

Given the excitement of EXCO, the General Assembly itself seemed rather tame. Opened on the 

Monday by the President of Cameroon, HE Paul Biya, with a great deal of superb African 

singing, the Conference acknowledged and mourned the passing of Dr Shija, the outgoing 

Chairman Sir Alan Hazlehurst gave his final address, before the Assembly settled into 

presentations around the theme of “Repositioning the Commonwealth for the Post-2015 

Development Agenda”.  

 

On the Tuesday of the week in Cameroon, side trips were organised to see more of the country 

outside Yaounde. I chose to travel by bus on a 4.5 journey to the South West coastal town of 

Kribi on the Gulf of Guinea. An amazing small beachside town, not far from a new Port that 

Cameroon is trying to build up in support of offshore oil facilities, Kribi hosts the only place in 

the world where a river crashes over waterfalls straight into the sea. Our hosts made a big deal of 

the CPA visit with many groups welcoming us, including representatives of opposition political 

parties, school children and community groups; all singing and chanting. On the beach, we 

toured the waterfalls, a swimming race was put on for us and we visited a tribal group of 

pygmies, who I believed were brought to Kribi from where they originate from, in the deep 

forests of the Congo, so we could have some idea how they lived. Both the pygmies and the 

locals on the beach had “spirit men” with them, who chanted and danced around the visitors. On 

the beach the “spirit man” put one of the swimmers from the race seemingly into a trance for 

quite a period until the swimmer suddenly jumped up, raced back into the water, did a few duck 

dives, before he emerged with a very large, live fish that had caught with his bare hands!!! 

Questioning the locals (with the French I have been learning at Alliance Francaise – Nedlands) 

they told me that it was the “spirit man” who had given the swimmer the power to “see” and 

catch the fish by hand. That’s Africa for you!! 

 



The General Assembly on the Wednesday broke into Workshops with particular topics. I chaired 

Workshop C in the main hall. The issue for our Workshop was “Evaluating the Emergent 

Content of the post-2015 Development Agenda against the standards set out in the 

Commonwealth Charter”. 

Very good contributions to this Workshop was made by Hon Alfreda Mwamba MP of Zambia 

and Hon Dato Sri Devemany Krishnasamy from Perak, Malaysia, but the outstanding speaker 

was a former New Zealand MP, Mr Charles Chauvel, a Maori man who now works at the UN 

Development Program. Charles was able to both explain the successes and failures of the UN 

Development Agenda from the year 2000, whilst suggesting how the Commonwealth Charter 

can align and contribute to the Post-2015 Agenda. Numerous speeches were made from the floor 

of the Workshop and delegates after congratulated me for keeping the debate on track whilst 

ensuring everybody had their say.  

 

On Thursday of the General Assembly, the vote took place for the new Chairperson of the CPA, 

the resolution from the Guateng Legislature was debated, but Dr Shija’s entitlements were still 

not resolved, despite a significant amount of “behind the scenes” caucusing, debate and 

acrimony. 

The outcome of the election for the Chairperson between candidates; Juliana O’Connor of the 

Cayman Islands and Dr Shirin Chaudary, Speaker of the Bangladesh Assembly came down to 3 

votes. Of the 137 votes cast, Ms Chaudary received 70 and Ms O’Connor 67. Both women gave 

excellent speeches to the General Assembly before the vote, but with overwhelming support 

from all Asian Commonwealth countries, Ms Chaudary emerged the winner. 

Unlike the proposed Constitutional Amendment from the Guateng Legislature, where no winner 

emerged due to the bizarre handling of the debate. After some fiery speeches from mainly South 

African delegates and counter arguments from Joe Omorodian, the new Treasurer, Request 

Mutanga, the Maltese, Canadian and Australian delegates, the Speaker of the Cameroonian 

National Assembly Rt Hon Cavaye Djibril MP ruled the amendment “out of order”. At this 

point, delegates in support of the Amendment were apoplectic, speaker, after speaker either 

supported or opposed the ruling of the Chairperson, some moved counter-resolutions to the 

ruling and after a while nobody in the Assembly could fathom where debate was actually up to, 

including the South Africans. Finally, the Chairperson stood up and said in a very African 

Chiefly manner “We have had enough talk, there is fish to eat, go and eat some fish” and walked 

out!  

I reminded the South African delegates that this is traditional Central Africa and when the Chief 

speaks you follow his ruling. They did see the funny side of the whole thing which they accepted 

with good grace. 

 

After lunch on the Thursday, Awards were made to out-going officers of the CPA and I received 

the award of appreciation for the work of the Hon Barry House regional Representative for 

Australian on EXCO. 

 

As normal with Annual General Assemblies, EXCO meets again after the Assembly has closed 

to resolve outstanding matters and elect the Vice Chairperson. At around 4pm, the final EXCO 

met and re-elected the existing Vice Chair, Dato Sri Khiandi of Malaysia with 17 votes over his 

rival Carmelo Abelu MP of Malta with 1 votes. To finalise the Guateng Legislature proposed 

Amendment which really was not dealt with properly at the General Assembly, it was resolved 



that the CPA Chair, Treasurer and Executive would look again at the alternatives to charitable 

status and report back to EXCO. The issue of work visas for CPA staff would be taken up with 

the UK government and my proposal on getting a better return on CPA investment was endorsed. 

 

The Cameroon General Assembly and EXCO was a great experience and I believe WA made its 

presence felt and added to debate. Now with a Bangladeshi Chairperson, a Malaysian Vice Chair 

and a Zambian Treasurer, I think the Executive is truly reflective of the great family of the 

Commonwealth. A search is underway for a new General Secretary and I am sure with this new 

team in place the CPA will move forward and become a great voice for the Parliamentarians of 

the Commonwealth.       

 

 

 

 

Hon Francis Logan MLA 

 

 

 


