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COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE IN TANZANIA 
 
 
“Parliamentary democracy may be theoretically defined as a political system in 
which the supreme power is vested in the body of citizens who can elect 
people to represent them in parliament or any other forum vested with the 
power to make laws and oversee the functioning of government” 
 
I attended the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association’s conference in 
Tanzania with other members from Commonwealth countries around the 
world from 28 September to 6 October 2009. 
 
The official opening address was given by H. E. Jakaya M Kikwete, President 
of the United Republic of Tanzania.  This was the 55th annual Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference. 
 
Mrs Mmasekgoa Masire-Mwamba, Commonwealth Deputy Secretary-General 
from Arusha, Tanzania hosted the official opening dinner and spoke on “The 
Commonwealth and the CPA:  Meeting Future Global Challenges.”  She stated 
that “Parliament as an institution is the very embodiment of democracy in a 
country, and parliamentarians are at the heart of the democratic process.”  
This event was an opportunity for parliamentarians, who are critical in the 
democratic process to interact and exchange views.  It was noted that in a 
system where legitimacy is predicated upon the will of the people, national 
parliaments, state assemblies and local councils are where the people’s 
representatives gather, serving the people, holding governments accountable 
and ensuring democracy delivers for all the people, which I believe is the 
epitome of being a member of parliament.  Mrs Masire-Mwamba also 
commented on the lack of women in positions of decision and that by 2015 
she would like to see at least 30% of women in these roles.   
 
The opening gala dinner which was African themed, was attended by over 
850 people at Ngurdoto Mountain Village and was hosted by President Jakaya 
Mrisho Kikwete, the President of the United Republic of Tanzania.  This 
required a massive logistical effort to get this many people transported, fed 
and entertained, all to great effect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
I attended a few workshops at the conference. 
 
Workshop A – COALITION GOVERNMENTS PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY IN 
DILLEMMA? 
 
There was a lot of discussion on coalitions and are they a better way of 
forming government or not?  The conversation turned around to ‘first past the 
post’ and that some countries have a different voting system which makes it 
easier for coalition governments to form.   
 
Halima Mdee MP, Special seats, Tanzania in her presentation said Coalition or 
‘negotiated governments’ may result from failure of democratic process, 
especially the electoral process for lack of transparency, manufactured 
results, vote rigging leading to opportunistic compromises necessitating 
outsiders to come in and rescue the situation.  This is a betrayal to the people 
who go out to vote.  She said coalition governments may also be formed out 
of necessity. 
 
Hon. Jeneralli Twaha Ulimwengu, a civil activist in Tanzania spoke about 
supporting the notion of failed democracy resulting to coalition governments, 
he said rigging is a process that starts a long way before voting day and 
voting is only the culmination of that process.  Citing a situation in Malawi, he 
said the State was campaigning for the ruling party.  Losers had complained 
how observers from the SADC, Europe and other who had been in the country 
for only four days gave a clean report on the conduct of the elections without 
considering the whole process.  
 
Workshop D – THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENT IN SHAPING INFORMATION 
SOCIETY 
 
There was a lot of conversation about opening up ICT and making 
information and knowledge freely available to everyone.  Unfortunately there 
is a lack of internet connection throughout Africa.  As you can imagine, it is 
still a developing continent and it will be difficult to get connection to far 
outreaching areas. 
 
Discussion Leader, Ms Meira Kumar, MP, Idia, Speaker of the Lok Sabha, drew 
the attention of the participants to the immense possibilities opened up by the 
ICT to make information and knowledge available freely for all citizens.  She 
shared her excitement about the spate of legislation in India since 2000 to 
open up direct access for citizens to information and deepen democracy.  
Legislation to ensure commitment of funds for free and compulsory education 
for all children was a basic prerequisite for shaping the information society.  
In this domain, the focus has to be on future generations. 
 



The workshop concluded that generating the political will to harness ICT for 
access creating, transparency and good governance was the problem and it 
was imperative that parliamentarians play a catalytic role. 
 
REGIONAL GROUP MEETINGS 
 
As the afternoon progressed, the members of the Australian CPA held a joint 
meeting with all Australian delegates attending.  From there a number of 
issues were discussed.  Australia and South East Asia discussed the problem 
of having so few votes in our region when compared to Africa who has so 
many.  This makes it difficult to remain relevant in the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association when we never have the numbers to have a 
significant say in matters arising. 
 
Other issues raised were to encourage all members to attend all CPA 
functions and conferences so that we can remain relevant in our region. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
As this was my first CPA conference, I was honoured to be chosen as the 
Western Australian Branch representative.  I found the experience to be very 
beneficial and it opened my eyes to how enormous the CPA is and I 
encourage other members to step up and experience the enormity of a CPA 
conference.  I also realised how lucky we are to live in Australia when faced 
with the poverty in many parts of Africa. 
 
There were many more issues discussed throughout the conference which I 
have not gone into, but all can be found on the CPA webpage.  I encourage 
members to have a good look and see for themselves what can be achieved 
in the CPA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


