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refurbishment on others.  I am assuming that new ones went on and other ones came off and were refurbished.  I 
am intrigued as to why the government would buy railcars for a railway line at least 12 months before they were 
needed.  Secondly, while I am on my feet, I want to ask about the provision of seatbelts in orange school buses.  
Will the Treasurer give us a quick update on how that project is moving along? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I am not the minister responsible for the provision of seatbelts in orange school buses; 
therefore, the information would have to be provided by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, and I am 
sure she will do so with her usual verve, enthusiasm and intellectual rigor.  The question of railcar purchases is 
again a question on which the house would benefit from information being provided by the Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure.  However, on a number of occasions there have been commercial advantages for the 
government in proceeding with earlier than expected purchases of railcars.  In other words, sometimes if we 
renew an existing contractual arrangement or get in ahead of other expected orders, we get either an operational 
advantage in the timing of delivery of the railcars or a better price for them.  Although I do not have the detail 
here to elaborate more on that, I am sure the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure could do that.  I am aware 
that there have been a number of occasions on which we have gained a commercial advantage by proceeding 
earlier than previously to the ordering of railcars.  

Schedule put and passed.  

Title put and passed. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr E.S. Ripper (Treasurer), and transmitted to the Council.  

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 6) 2006 
Consideration in Detail 

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.  

Schedule 1 put and passed.  

Title put and passed. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr E.S. Ripper (Treasurer), and transmitted to the Council.  

RACING, WAGERING AND BETTING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT AND REPEAL BILL 2007 
Declaration as Urgent 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [12.43 pm]:  I move -  

That the bill be considered an urgent bill. 

I move this motion because, if the bill is dealt with quickly it will help the Kalgoorlie racing people.  We have an 
informal agreement with the opposition that we are all in favour of helping Kalgoorlie racing.  

Question put and passed. 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 22 March. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [12.44 pm]:  The opposition will support this bill and its declaration as 
urgent.  This is not so much to support the government as to support the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club.  The 
club has indicated that it has for too long been restricted by legislation passed more than 100 years ago that 
meant it could not become an incorporated body and operate like other race clubs around Western Australia. 

I am acting under some difficulty here, having left my reading glasses in my office.  I am using the member for 
Murdoch�s spectacles.  

The opposition has spoken to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club.  This bill gives that club the opportunity to 
become incorporated.  It also cleans up some other technical issues in other legislation related to racing and 
wagering. 

I will begin by considering part 4 of the bill, which deals with the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club.  This bill 
repeals the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs Act 1904 and the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs Act 
Amendment Act 1953.  The opposition is happy to support this.  Racing in Kalgoorlie began in 1896, three years 
after gold was discovered in the area.  The Kalgoorlie and Boulder racing clubs were amalgamated in 1953.  
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Each year the Kalgoorlie Cup turnover is the highest of any provincial race meeting in Western Australia.  Of 
late, Bunbury has broken the record, only to have it broken again in the same year by Kalgoorlie.  My apologies 
to the member for Bunbury - Kalgoorlie has just edged Bunbury out!  The Kalgoorlie club is very progressive.  It 
conducts 25 meetings a year, including two meetings hosted on behalf of the Coolgardie Racing Club.  The 
problem has been that the existing act of Parliament passed near the turn of the twentieth century and dealing 
mainly with the Western Australian Turf Club and the Kalgoorlie and Boulder racing clubs, has become a bit of 
an anachronism.  

My spectacles have now been delivered to me by a messenger from above.  That is very good.  The member for 
Murdoch can have his spectacles back, and I promise that I will never borrow them again. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Now you can see with both eyes! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I can see the light! 

This legislation has become an anachronism for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club because every time it 
changes its committee it must inform the Governor.  If the club wants to borrow money to do some development, 
that money must be borrowed in the name of the chairman, because the club is not an incorporated body.  If a 
club gets into any trouble, financially or otherwise, the chairman is personally responsible.  That makes it 
difficult for the club to operate like other clubs around the country, and that is why the opposition supports this 
measure.  We did have one issue about the fact that the Kalgoorlie club occupies crown land - we want to make 
sure that the future of that land is set in stone.  I ask the Treasurer, who will be responding on this bill, to confirm 
to the house that nothing will happen with the crown land, and that we can be assured that the bill ensures the 
future of the land so that it will always be used for racing.  If ever the land is not used for the purpose of a 
racecourse it will revert to government ownership.  The future of the land is ensured by this bill.  The 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club is very keen for the Parliament to get rid of this anomaly so that it can become 
incorporated and operate under the provisions of the Associations Incorporation Act 1987, as other clubs do.  

I will now go back to the start of the bill.  Part 2 contains amendments to the Betting Control Act.  One of them 
removes the requirement for a steward to be physically present at a racecourse to supervise the conduct of 
telephone and Internet betting, provided adequate supervision controls are in place.  We have been assured by 
the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor that those controls are in place.  The requirement for a steward to 
be present is somewhat outdated, especially for betting operators using the Internet or operating by telephone.  A 
steward is hardly required in that case, because the department has good controls in place.  This provision will 
apply when no meeting is being held at the course.  When a meeting is being held, a steward is present, but there 
is no need for that if no meeting is taking place. 

The other amendment provides for commission deduction rates to be applied consistently.  At present, because 
Totalisator Agency Boards around Australia are competing with other forms of gambling, they sometimes reduce 
the commission rate to give punters a greater slice of the pie, so to speak.  That is a very good idea; it is a good 
initiative.  Unfortunately, while it can happen with any events covered by SuperTAB, which the Western 
Australian TAB operates in conjunction with, it cannot happen for meetings that are not under that SuperTAB 
umbrella.  A meeting at Wagin, Albany or Esperance might only be bet on within Western Australia, and not 
through SuperTAB.  This amendment allows that condition to be dropped without having to go to regulation.  I 
will ask the Treasurer to comment on this, but I have asked the department and been informed that there is at 
present no way that commission rates can be raised except by regulation, so commission rates can never be 
raised unless the matter is brought before this house.   

The amendments also make it an offence for a juvenile to request a person to redeem a bet, and extend the 
penalty provision for a person who places or redeems a bet on behalf of a juvenile.  I would have thought that it 
would already be enshrined in the act that it is an offence for a person to place a bet on behalf of a juvenile, just 
as it is an offence to buy alcohol on behalf of a juvenile.  I ask the Treasurer to explain why this has not been 
covered in the past. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 1322.] 

TRAVELSMART PROGRAM 
Statement by Member for Yokine 

MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine) [12.50 pm]:  I wish to draw to the attention of the house that the successful 
TravelSmart program will be brought to suburbs in the Yokine electorate over the coming weeks and months.  
TravelSmart aims to decrease the number of car trips our community makes, in favour of public transport, 
cycling or walking.  To do this, each householder in the target area is contacted by phone or in person to 
determine current car usage.  Options are then presented to give the householders realistic choices that would 
result in their car being left in the driveway and not used for travel.  Public transport information maps and 
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incentives are also offered, including personalised bus timetables.  The current project includes 12 000 residents 
in the Yokine electorate, in the suburbs of Coolbinia, Inglewood, Dianella and Yokine.  It is hoped, based on 
previous results in other areas, that this program in just this part of the Yokine electorate will result annually in 
900 000 fewer car trips, or about two fewer car trips a week for each household; nine million fewer car 
kilometres; a reduction of 2 500 tonnes in greenhouse gas emissions; 400 000 more walking trips; 150 000 more 
cycling trips; 150 000 more public transport trips; and 200 000 hours more physical activity.  The program will 
obviously result in many benefits for the environment, public health, traffic management and road maintenance.  
I commend Minister MacTiernan and her TravelSmart team at the Department for Planning and Infrastructure.  I 
also thank very much the City of Stirling and other local governments that have taken the opportunity to support 
this initiative.  I look forward to seeing TravelSmart continue to be rolled out across the metropolitan area in the 
near future. 

LEONIE�S CATERING - BUNBURY 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [12.51 pm]:  I wish to bring to the attention of the house the success of 
Bunbury catering business Leonie�s Catering.  Leonie�s Catering has for the second successive year taken out the 
national title of best corporate caterer during the Restaurant Catering Australia Awards for Excellence.  This is 
an amazing achievement, considering that this small but highly professional regional organisation was up against 
catering giants such as Burswood here in the west, and Ultimo Catering and Liquor and ESS Support Services 
Worldwide, both major catering companies in the eastern states.  Winning awards is not new to Leonie�s 
Catering.  Since Leonie Kershaw opened that business in partnership with her daughter Tania in 1997, Leonie 
has won both the south west and state Restaurant Catering Industry of Australia awards each year, and has 
included a gold plate award along the way.  With 40 years� experience in the catering industry, Leonie is the 
founder of the highly successful Chefs of the Long Table charity event in Bunbury.  The fourth Chefs of the 
Long Table was held earlier this year, and this week Leonie announced a fantastic profit for 2007 of $46 100 
from that event.  I congratulate Leonie and Tania Kershaw for their success personally, and for their positive 
contribution to catering and the south west in general. 

THORNLIE CALLISTHENICS CLUB - THORNLIE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Statement by Member for Southern River 

MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [12.52 pm]:  I am delighted to commend several groups and 
individuals who deserve high accolades for their achievements in my electorate of Southern River.  The Thornlie 
Callisthenics Club has recently had two of its members chosen for state squads.  Eight-year-old Amberley 
Lacopo has been selected for the 2007 WA sub-junior state team and will be going to Adelaide in July to 
compete in the national championships.  Eleven-year-old Alanna Mason has been chosen for the WA promotion 
squad.  The club was founded some 16 years ago and has won several coveted awards since it first began.  
Recently, the sub-junior team won the aggregate in the B-grade state competition for 2006.  It is a credit to 
Thornlie Callisthenics Club that its members have achieved at such a high level. 

I also wish to acknowledge the volunteer mentor program that is run at Thornlie Senior High School.  I was very 
happy to attend, at the invitation of its excellent principal, Kaye Land, the tenth anniversary of that school on 
13 March 2007.  The mentor program aims to assist students who are challenged by way of learning difficulties.  
The program also helps those students who are not socially confident and tend to be somewhat withdrawn and 
shy.  The program also provides students with an opportunity to improve their social and organisational skills, 
offering them an environment that encourages them.  The program runs for approximately one period each week.  
I commend the program and those people who assist in it.  The mentors include Mr and Mrs Neville and Dawn 
Raxthworthy, Sue Griffin, Jeanette Ford, Ross Allen, Gordon and Sylvia Pescud, Ronys Horn, Sudesh Aggarwal 
and Jean Greatbatch.  

MICHELLE CRISP, ESPERANCE 
Statement by Member for Roe 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [12.54 pm]:  I commend Michelle Crisp, a mother of two daughters aged seven and 
10, who lives behind the port operation in Esperance.  Michelle has been a pharmacist for 20 years and a resident 
of Esperance with her husband Hugh for 17 years.  She was attracted from Adelaide to the pristine environment 
of Esperance with its beautiful beaches.  She enjoys time at the beaches and loves community work.  Michelle 
noticed birds dying in her yard in December 2006.  She was concerned enough for the community to alert the 
agencies, which led to an investigation that revealed that the birds had died of lead poisoning.  She suspected, 
but hoped it was not, port-related.  That has now been established and, as we know, we have established a 
parliamentary investigation into the issue.  Michelle was instrumental in leading the public concern.  Following a 
large public meeting of 600 people Monday week ago, a community group was formed called Locals for 
Esperance Development, or LED.  The house recognises her efforts in her crusade to protect our children, in 


