
4126 [ASSEMBLY]

LOWER SOUTH WEST FOOTBALL GRAND FINAL

Statement by Member for Warren-Blackwood
MR OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [12.53 pm]:  It is grand final time again in the lower south west and I have penned
the following prose, with apologies to Banjo.   It goes like this -

It was somewhere down the country in the land of tall, tall trees,
They formed an institution called “The Lower South West Football League.”
The stock are hard and tough and wiry, the types that never say die,
From stockmen, cauli growers, tree pluckers, spud growers, timbermen, with an odd Greenie thrown in just to
have a try.
It is the mill town boys again, Southerners from Pembi, Northcliffe and Quinninup and Deanmill,
From Manji, the Mill and Dingup who will fight this battle royal till they die.
Then there will be the umpires, their eyes dull, their heads flat, with absolutely no brains at all, all trying to
ruin the game.
The boys from the tall timber country will make the AFL look tame.
It will be hard and rough and bloody as the struggle ebbs and flows,
The result of the battle still no-one knows.
And all the cracks will gather for the fray,
The oldies from Pembi, there will be Cooda, Foxy, Dan, Luz, Stoich, Ginge and Johnno and maybe Flick and
Johnny T. too.
From the Mill there will be Harv, Boomer, Massey, Spiro, Peo, and maybe Cooky and Tutty too, hoping to see
the game through.
But when all the dust has settled and the siren sound long gone,
It will be Giaco, Gibbo and the East and Moloney boys fighting for the glory,
Or Della, Gilly, Cozzi, the Ditas and all the Ohs who will be victorious.
And when all the dust has settled and all the supporters gone home,
The Deanmill and the Southerners boys will crack a can or two and reflect upon the game.

I wish brothers Danny and Peter Lunardi all the best for the game on Sunday.  I think it will be a great event.

NATIONAL YOUTH COMMITMENT STRATEGY, MANDURAH

Statement by Member for Mandurah

MR TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [12.54 pm]:  I am pleased that a national youth commitment strategy has been
initiated and established in Mandurah.  The Mandurah youth commitment will provide guaranteed access for all young
people, with a particular focus on improving retention rates and supporting early school leavers to complete year 12 or
an equivalent level, such as a TAFE certificate or apprenticeship, or obtain a full-time job that is linked to education or
training.  Mandurah has worryingly low school retention rates; therefore, the success of this commitment is crucial to
ensuring that our young people are skilled and job-ready and can achieve their full potential.

Critical to the success of the Mandurah youth commitment is the establishment of a community partnership that brings
together key stakeholders, including schools, training providers, employers, labour market agencies, youth services and
local government.  I am very pleased that these key stakeholders have strongly endorsed the Mandurah national youth
commitment, and I congratulate all the stakeholders for their vision and support.

The Mandurah youth commitment has the potential to bring the community together to consider the transition of youth
to employment.  It is an exciting, challenging, visionary, strategic and immensely important project for Mandurah.  I am
very pleased to support the Mandurah youth commitment, and I wish all involved in the process the best for its success.

AUSTRALIAN PROSPECTORS AND MINERS HALL OF FAME, KALGOORLIE-BOULDER

Statement by Member for Kalgoorlie

MR BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [12.55 pm]:  The $16 million Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame in
Kalgoorlie-Boulder is nearing completion, after what can only be described as a monumental fundraising effort on
behalf of the chairman and board members of the committee, and other members of the community.  It is hoped that the
Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame will be opened in the next month or so.  However, there is an urgent need for a
road leading to the Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame.  Last Saturday, a group of local businessmen got together at
the Kalgoorlie Cup and decided that the road would not be ready in time for the opening of the hall of fame were they to
rely on Main Roads Western Australia.  Therefore, on Monday of this week, they lined up their bulldozers and trucks
outside the hall of fame, and my information is that that road is now nearly complete.

I pay tribute to Garry Connell, Doug Daws and Andrew Caulton, and many others whom I do not have time to name,
because they epitomise and are true champions of the spirit of Kalgoorlie-Boulder.


