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No 35 

Schedule 1, page 170, line 8 - To delete �28� and insert instead - 

29 

Leave granted for the amendments to be considered together. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I move -  

That the amendments made by the Council be agreed to. 

Question put and passed; the Council�s amendments agreed to. 

The Council acquainted accordingly. 

ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE - CONSUMER ELECTRONICS SHOW, 
NEVADA 

Statement by Member for Swan Hills 
MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills) [5.20 pm]:  In accordance with standing order 1 and as per the Speaker�s 
ruling, I rise to make a statement as Chair of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee.  I inform the 
house on behalf of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee that a delegation of three committee 
members will attend the international Consumer Electronics Show in Nevada, United States in January 2007.  It 
is anticipated that this conference will provide a highly valuable opportunity for those members attending to 
gather further information in relation to the committee�s current inquiry into the information and 
communications technology sector.  The three committee members will join a delegation that includes members 
of the private sector.  The conference is produced by the Consumer Electronics Association and is the world�s 
largest annual trade show for information, communications and other electronics technology.  The conference 
showcases strategies and opportunities within the consumer technology industry, and provides delegates with 
access to more than 175 conference sessions with the industry�s leading speakers, including a keynote address by 
Bill Gates, chairman of Microsoft Corporation.  I understand that the cost of the travel is expected to be 
approximately $24 000. 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [5.21 pm]:  I move - 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker. 
As this is the last day of the parliamentary year, I want to make a few observations and express some thankyous.  
It has been an extraordinarily busy year for every member of the chamber.  We sat this year in the Legislative 
Assembly for 66 days.  Seventy-five government and two private member�s bills have been passed into law this 
year, including - 

the Commissioner for Children and Young People Bill, to establish a commission and to advocate for 
the wellbeing of children and young people; 

the Criminal Investigation Bill, the Criminal Investigation (Consequential Provisions) Bill and the 
Criminal and Found Property Disposal Bill, a legislative package that codifies the majority of police 
common law powers and introduces new powers that reflect the needs of a contemporary police force; 

the Parole and Sentencing Legislation Amendment Bill, to implement many of the recommendations of 
the Mahoney inquiry report and establish the Prisoners� Review Board; 

the Swan and Canning Rivers Management Bill, which provides for the protection and enhancement of 
the ecological and community benefits and amenity of the Swan and Canning Rivers and associated 
lands; 
the Industrial Training Amendment Bill for the introduction of part-time and school-based 
apprenticeships; 
the Liquor and Gaming Legislation Amendment Bill, which was finalised today and will modernise and 
reform Western Australia�s liquor laws; 

the Auditor General Bill and related financial management bills, also finalised today, which will 
enhance and protect the Auditor General�s independence and replace the Financial Administration and 
Audit Act; and 
the Daylight Saving Bill (No. 2), brought in through a unique partnership of the members for Ballajura 
and Kalgoorlie, for the introduction of a three-year trial of daylight saving. 

The government has responded to more than 1 100 questions on notice and more than 950 questions without 
notice in the house this year. 
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Mr R.F. Johnson:  Can you tell us why you have changed protocol?  It is normally the Leader of the House who 
makes this speech and adjourns the house, not the Premier, and normally it is the opposition leader who 
responds.  That is the protocol. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, it is not. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Yes, it is. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, it is not. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Yes, it is. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am sorry, it is not. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Yes, it is, Premier.  I can assure you it is. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, it is not. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Who did it last year? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Last year is not 100 years� of tradition. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Who did it last year, who did it the year before and who did it the year before that? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Mr Speaker, I am absolutely amazed that in the last few minutes of the sitting of the 
house we are having this sort of carry-on. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I thank various people in the Parliament: you, Mr Speaker; the Deputy Speaker, the 
member for Wanneroo; the Acting Speakers, the members for Capel, Murray, Greenough, Kingsley, Joondalup 
and Albany - they have done a wonderful job during the year; the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Opposition; 
the leader of opposition business; and the member for Cottesloe for his continued cooperation and support during 
the year. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Very sincere that was; I am touched by your sincerity.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We all wish him well for the Christmas break.  I thank the leader and members of the 
National Party; the Independent members, the members for Churchlands and Alfred Cove; all the ministers and 
parliamentary secretaries in the Legislative Assembly; the government Whip, the member for Geraldton, and his 
ever-reliable assistant, Clare Dalton, a wonderful person; and all the members of the back bench on the 
government and non-government sides.   

The staff in Parliament House are exemplary and extraordinarily helpful to us as members.  I thank Mr Peter 
McHugh, the Clerk; John Mandy, the Deputy Clerk; Nigel Lake and Kirsten Robinson, the Clerk Assistants; the 
chamber staff, Kathy, Tony, John, Paul, Rob and, from time to time, Nici Burgess as back-up and pinch-hitter, 
and Victor Moate, coming in from his long run from the committee office end - he is a great contributor.  I also 
thank Lisa Bellano and Glen Whitting, who worked in the chamber earlier this year, and have turned to the dark 
side of the Parliament, now working in this chamber when we are not here.   

Special thanks to Joan Meaghan, our retiring Reporting Services Manager, and all the terrific Hansard reporters 
for their continuing efforts this year; their amazing skills are much appreciated.  I thank Russell Bremner, the 
Executive Manager of Parliamentary Services, and Rob Hunter, the Deputy Executive Manager of Parliamentary 
Services, and their support staff.  Special thanks to my old friend Vince Pacecca, Building Services Manager, 
who will retire early next year after more than 20 years of outstanding service to the Parliament of Western 
Australia.  Thanks to Peter Pascoe, Subiaco fanatic, Acting Manager of Building Services; Ken Craig, the 
Security Manager, and his staff; Judy Ballantyne, the Library and Information Services Manager, and her staff; 
Jane Gray, the Parliamentary Education Officer, and her staff; Enno Schijf, the Catering Services Manager; 
Mark Gabrielli, the Dining Room Manager, and all the chefs, dining room, bar and catering services staff upon 
whom we rely so heavily.  I thank Mr David Boag, the head gardener, and all the gardeners, cleaners and 
Parliament House staff who contribute to the operation of this place.  I extend a special thank you to our friends 
in the media gallery.  They know who they are.  Lastly, but most importantly, I thank the people who in this 
world of covert operations are covert operators par excellence - the switchboard operators Cathy, Marilyn and 
Rosalie.  Finally, I wish all members of Parliament, their staff, their families and their loved ones a very happy 
and safe Christmas and an equally happy new year.  I look forward to meeting everybody again next year. 
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MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.27 pm]:  I inform the house that I will not 
be the lead speaker on this motion.  I am only joking!  On behalf of the opposition and in the absence of the 
Leader of the Opposition, I take this opportunity to make some thankyous and extend seasons greetings.  Firstly, 
I thank you, Mr Speaker, for your diligent guidance of members in the chamber throughout the year, and the 
Deputy Speaker, the member for Wanneroo, and your team of able acting speakers who have assisted you 
through the year.  I also thank all members in the chamber, members of the government, Independent members 
and members of the National Party, for their participation in the processes - 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  What about us? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  And us, of course.  I thank all members for their participation in the processes of 
government over the past 12 months.  We come to this place in many ways as guardians of the great tradition of 
government in Western Australia.  It is only when we get an opportunity to go out, as I hope many of us did last 
week, to schools in our communities that we understand that there still is a basic level of respect for the positions 
that we hold as parliamentarians in Western Australia.  One of the most onerous parts of our occupation as 
members of Parliament is to uphold all that the people in the community that we represent expect of us.  It is 
difficult but it is something that I think every member of this Parliament does to the best of his or her ability, and 
they are to be congratulated for that.   

I would also like to thank, not in the detail that the Premier was able to, all the staff of the Parliament who 
provide the services that enable us to go about our business during the year.  In particular, of course, I thank the 
Clerk of the house and his team of assistants who do such a wonderful job in making sure that the processes of 
the chamber are followed and that we are able to effectively perform our roles as members of Parliament. 

I would also like to, if not congratulate the Premier on the legislative program that he outlined, acknowledge that 
an amount of legislation has been dealt with by the Parliament this year.  I will not go through every piece of 
legislation.  However, from the benches of the opposition, I will encourage the Premier to make sure that next 
year the government and we in opposition do the best we can to tackle the substantive issues that face this state.  
Western Australia is in a unique situation due to its economic growth and wealth creation opportunities.  It is 
incumbent on all of us - government and opposition members - to acknowledge that and to make sure that we 
build the foundations that will take this state forward in the twenty-first century.  I believe that will be a 
challenge for the government next year and beyond, and it will also be a challenge for us in opposition.  I hope it 
is one that, as a group of parliamentarians, we can collectively rise to meet. 

Finally, once again on behalf of the Leader of the Opposition and all members on this side of the chamber, to 
everybody who either sits in this place or assists us in going about our work in this place, and to their loved ones, 
I offer our sincerest and most heartfelt Christmas wishes.  I hope they have a Christmas season full of good times 
and good company, and that they keep safe and enjoy the peace and goodwill that we all traditionally associate 
with the Christmas season. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [5.31 pm]:  I will be brief but 
certainly sincere.  On behalf of the National Party, and particularly on behalf of our leader, the member for 
Merredin, who is away in Canberra today trying to look after some country issues, I sincerely thank all the staff - 
they have all been mentioned in detail - who make this place tick for their assistance, their friendship and, at 
times, their guidance.  The National Party thanks all members of the house for their cooperation and also their 
friendship as we all work diligently in this place to try to represent the people of Western Australia to the best of 
our ability.  I wish all the staff and the members of this house, and their families, a very safe and happy 
Christmas.  We debated road safety today.  Will everyone please drive very carefully on the roads so that we can 
make sure that we are all back to do it again next year. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [5.32 pm]:  I wish to express my thanks to a number of 
people.  I will not repeat the many people I should thank because the Premier has done that.  I say to all members 
of the chamber that there clearly has been a degree of cooperation, and I thank members on both sides for that 
because we have had quite a productive year.  I say specifically to the member for Cottesloe, the manager of 
opposition business, that I appreciate his cooperation.  We do not always see eye to eye, but I believe we have 
had a reasonably good working relationship, and I thank him for often being quite generous in making sure that 
we are cooperative in this chamber. 

I thank the Whips, particularly the member for Geraldton on this side, but also the members for Roe and 
Murdoch on the other side, who have assisted in ensuring that the house is able to operate and that members are 
in the chamber and know when they are supposed to speak.  They have done a lot of really difficult work. 

I need to mention Mr Nick Hagley, Peter and Tuende, who make sure that the government has its papers in the 
chamber when we have bills and everything else to deal with.  They do a fantastic job in supporting us.  To all 
the staff of the chamber and throughout the Parliament, I give very sincere thanks.  I wish all members and all 
staff a very happy Christmas and the very best for the new year. 



9400 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 12 December 2006] 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [5.33 pm]:  I will briefly also add my appreciation of the staff of the chamber 
and of the Parliament.  I particularly mention the Hansard, bar and catering staff, and also the gardeners.  I think 
the lawns and the gardens of Parliament House are progressively coming on, and they will be a landmark in this 
state. 

I also thank members.  This year has been, can I say, a controversial year in the history of this Parliament.  It has 
been a difficult year at times, particularly for a few members.  However, here we are at the end of the year.  I 
wish all members and their loved ones a very safe and happy Christmas.  Despite all the controversies of the 
year, the Parliament has continued to operate.  My good friend the Leader of the House and I have found 
moments of cooperation, which have assisted in keeping this Parliament going.  I simply wish everyone a very 
happy and safe Christmas.   

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  I thank members for their contribution to the adjournment debate.  I now 
get the opportunity as Speaker to speak in an unusual set of surroundings.  I never thought I would be standing 
here on the last day of any Parliament speaking to a red chamber rather than the more traditional blue chamber.  I 
thank the Council for allowing us to use this chamber.  No doubt we will use it again when we return in 
February; hopefully, for only one week�s sitting.   

This is an opportunity to acknowledge many people and their contribution to this Parliament.  All the staff of this 
Parliament work very hard to provide members with the information and resources that members require to 
perform their duties.  A number of sections of this Parliament have been very busy in the past 12 months and 
some areas will be even busier in the next 12 months, such as Building Services.  Vince Pacecca has announced 
that he will be leaving us.  We wish him a healthy retirement and hope than any health problems he has 
experienced will be short-lived and that he will have a long and fruitful retirement.  We will miss Vince�s 
friendly face around this place.  He has been here much longer than any member and he will be sadly missed.  
Peter Pascoe and Dan Cochrane are the primary people in Building Services who, along with Russell Bremner, 
are driving the redevelopment program of the Legislative Assembly chamber.  I hope that I do not have anxious 
nights in January worrying about whether the deadline will be met.  Members should not worry about it; but I 
should and I will.  If it does not work out it is only a short-term issue; whatever problems arise will be fixed in 
about 80 years! 

The catering staff, headed by Enno, have provided another fantastic year of service to this Parliament.   

I refer now to Michel Crouche, the head of Financial Services.  Most members would have contacted finance 
with some sort of emergency in the past 12 months in relation to the payroll, having come to the realisation of 
what the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal did to them - some pays went down rather than up and things of that 
nature.  Michel Crouche dealt with these issues efficiently.   

This year Joan Meaghan will leave us, and I mentioned that in Parliament a week or so ago.  It is sad to see 
people of such high quality come to the end of their time in Parliament and Joan will be greatly missed.  The 
professionalism of Reporting Services is a credit to Joan and her team.   

The Human Resources section is headed by Rob Hunter.  A number of staff have left this Parliament in the past 
12 months and Rob�s expertise as professional manager of Human Resources have been well used.   

Rolf Goff recently announced that he will be leaving us.  I wish him the very best in the private sector.  I am sure 
he will make a huge amount of money that will be more than we can pay him and I look forward to working with 
his replacement in the coming year.   

Judy Ballantyne, the Parliamentary Librarian, has given another fantastic year of service and her staff have 
produced outstanding research for all members of Parliament.  The library staff respond quickly and efficiently 
to members� requests.   

Ken Craig, our ever-vigilant security man, provides us with reports on what can be improved.  He must be 
having nightmares now with workmen walking in and out with buckets and equipment of that nature.  Ken 
provides us with expert advice and works in liaison with security forces to make sure that this Parliament is as 
safe and secure as possible.   

I thank Marilyn and Cathy, our switchboard ladies, who once again never cease to amaze me with their capacity 
to know who is on the other end of the phone after having spoken to the person only once or twice.  They always 
get it right. 
I thank Jane Gray and the education team.  All the departments within Parliament are undergoing changes.  
Changes always cause some stress.  I thank them for the efforts they are putting in. 
I thank Peter McHugh and his team: John Mandy, Kirsten Robinson and Nigel Lake - the senior people of the 
Assembly.  I thank them all for another fantastic year of service to all of us in this chamber.  I thank Kathy in the 
Papers Office for her management of that office.  I know that there have been some issues in the past 12 months 
and we all thank her for the effort she has put in to make sure that the office maintains its efficiency. 
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I thank my personal staff, Vince and Siobhan.  I do not know what I would do without those two people.  I look 
forward to another good year next year with both those officers. 

I also thank my panel of deputy and acting presiding officers, headed by Dianne Guise, the Deputy Speaker.  I 
also thank the members for Kingsley, Albany, Joondalup, Capel, Murray and Greenough.  Without their 
assistance it would be impossible for me to perform my role.  It is not a task that people may enjoy 100 per cent 
of the time.  Stresses and strains are put on Acting Speakers but they handle them particularly well.  I also thank 
the Clerks for the advice and support they give to those members. 

This year I was fortunate to head a delegation to China.  I travelled with the members for Albany, Carine, 
Greenough and Joondalup.  I thank those members for the experience of travelling to China and learning its 
culture.  I noted the difference between China and Western Australia, particularly in the way in which the 
Chinese authorities treat their Speaker.  It is quite amazing.  It is something that we should emulate here if at all 
possible!  It is quite an eye-opener to travel to other parts of the world and see how we are viewed and then 
reflect on how we treat visitors when they come to our shores.  We can see how much more we should be doing 
to encourage support for other nations here. 

I thank everyone and I wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy new year.  If we all drink in moderation, 
we will all return safe and healthy.  I am sure those are the thoughts of everyone.  I thank both sides of the 
chamber for their support during the year.  Some members have been a little noisier than others, but if we have 
no passion, we might as well not be here.  I thank everyone for their efforts and look forward to next year in a 
brand-new chamber.  If there are any scratches on the chairs, we will know who did it!  I look forward to the 
start of the next parliamentary year.   

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.43 pm 
__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

TOURISM WA - COMPETITION WITH PRIVATE TOURISM BUSINESSES 

1543. Ms K. Hodson-Thomas to the Minister for Tourism 

(1) Does Tourism WA in any way directly or indirectly compete with WA�s tourism industry for tourism 
business? 

(2) Does Tourism WA plan to introduce any policies, strategies or commercial interests that will directly 
compete with WA tourism businesses into the future? 

(3) If so to either (1) or (2), please list all Tourism WA�s current or planned commercial interests that 
compete or will compete with WA�s tourism businesses? 

(4) What happens to any money generated by Tourism WA�s commercial interests, either currently or in 
the future? 

(5) Is it appropriate that a Government commission should be competing directly against private tourism 
businesses that it is meant to be representing? 

(6) Is it appropriate to compete against the private sector as a way of subsidising budget expenditure or to 
cover increasing costs associated with employing bureaucrats? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 

(1) Yes, however Tourism Western Australia (Tourism WA) is moving towards reducing this competition. 
A National Competition Policy Review conducted by IRIC in 2001 for Government reviewed Tourism 
WA operations in relation to competitive neutrality. 

IRIC reviewed Tourism WA's operations from a competitive neutrality point of view to identify 
potential areas where it was competing with the private sector. The operations that were reviewed and 
the findings are: 
- Western Australia Visitor Centre (reviewed and found that it provides community benefit and 

therefore should continue operating); 

- Western Australian Tourism Network (finding: it is in the public interest and should continue, 
but recommended that it incorporate full-cost pricing principles where applicable); 

- Private services and promotion such as research, promotional and other services (finding: the 
cost of implementing full cost recovery would outweigh the gross revenue from the services, 
therefore services should be priced according to what the market will bear, however Tourism 
WA no longer offers private research services nor charges for any of its publications except 
"Tourism Advantage Education Resource Kit" - $30); 

- Public information and promotion (not reviewed as it was determined this was a public good); 
- Strategic industry alliances (not reviewed as there were no competitive neutrality concerns 

with this activity); 

- Events tourism (not reviewed as it was determined Tourism WA only manages events where 
there is no private demand to do so and ensures maximum private sector participation through 
appropriate tender processes); 

- Convention and incentive travel marketing (not reviewed as the benefit is non-excludable and 
a public good); 

- Provision of policy advice to government (not reviewed as it does not involve the private 
sector and is a public good); and 

- Provision of industry training seminars (not reviewed as they are considered a public good). 

In summary, the review found that there was no requirement for substantial change in any of the 
operations as the degree to which each activity has some competitive advantage with the private sector 
is considered to be minimal.  

(2) Tourism WA will shortly be undertaking a study of the feasibility of an enhanced online booking 
system on the State's tourism website. This will research the costs and benefits of improved online 
booking facilities for the State tourism website. It is unknown at this time what the research will show, 
including any potential issues regarding competition with Western Australian tourism businesses. 


