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The PRESIDENT: The question be-
fore the House is the amendment to the
Address-in-reply.

Hen. R. J. LYNN (West): As one of
the last recruits fo this House, and having
just come from rather a strenuocus elee-
tion in eonnection with the late biennial
elections, I desire for a moment fo deal
with, and quote some figures relating to,
the last general election in comparison
with the province election. The last gen-
eral election resulted in a majority in the
Perth and Fremantle electorates of 5,647
votes in favour of the present Administra-
tion. The provinee elections, held within
eight months of the general elections, re-
sulted in the Labour party, who contested
every seat in the interest of the poliey
put forward by that party, being in a
minority of 3,500 votes. During that elec-
tion, and in my own campaign, I endeav-
oured to maintain this House as a non-
party Chamber, and whilst, as the Colo-
nial Secrctary mentioned, he had many
Liberal supporters opposing him in his
electorate, I can also stress the fact that
I had practieally all the Ministers in
opposition to me in the West Pro-
vince. T think the figures I have quoted
clearly demonsirate that the electors in
the coastal distriets, at least, have
decided to reject the Labour party’s
policy for the abolition of this House.
The electors have shown themselves to be
hostile to the non-alienation of Crown
lands; they distrust the financial capacity
of the present Administration. and they
are dubious of the outcome of the Gov-
ernment’s many socialistic schemes. In
connection with the purchase of steamers
for the North-West coast, I ean claim,
after many years’ shipping experi-
ence on the coast of Fremantle, that the
Government, in embarking on this scheme,
have apparently not received very good
adviee or taken opinions from experts in
this matter. Their reasons for embark-
ing on the scheme have unfortunately
heen given as many. The first was owing
to the rates of freight quofed on this
coast, and for the information of this
House I desire to give members a com-

parative statement of the rates existing
between the FEastern States and Fre
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mantle and for similar distances on cur
north-west coast. From Port Hedland
fo Fremantle stock is being carried at
35s. per head. A corresponding distance
from Fremantle is Adelaide, and the
freight is £3 155, From Derby to Fre-
mantle the freight is £2 7s, Gd., and from
Melhourne to Fremantle £4; from Wynd-
ham to Fremantle £3 10s., and from Svd-
ney to Fremantle £4 10s. Now, I think
that will elearly demonstrate to the Honse
that the rates as quoted on the north-
west coast ave not exeessive, and in view
of the Government rates to-day being the
schednle rates of the alleged shipping
ring, that should be sufficient to show that
the reason for embarking on this scheme
is not owing to the high rates prevailing.
The seeond reason given—and I think
perhaps in this direction it would be wise
if the Government were o exercise some
censorship respecting the many conflict-
ing statements appearing from day to
day—the second reason is to assist small
shippers who are unable to obtain freights
from the alleged shipping ring; but in
order to refute this I need only gnote the
fact that the July shipments of the
“Darius” have been engaged by one of
the wealthiest squatters on the north-west
coast, and that only because, the feed
being poor in the North-West, he desires
to transfer liis stock to another station
in the South. The same thing applies to
the Aueust shipments of the “Darius”;
Inrge squatters in the North have seenred
space for the August shipments. In view
of that, and seeing that the stock is nof
coming into consumption, can the seeond
argument brought forward by the Ad-
ministration, namely, assistance to the
small shippers, be accepted as correct?
If so, the only conclusion that can he ar-
rived at is that we have no small shippers
on our north-west coast. The third reason
is the reduction in the eost of living, If
the rates prevailing are not to be reduced,
and if additional ecompetition is unable to
be bhrought about hy the small shippers
on the north-west coast, then it will be
impossible, on the arguments put forward,
for the cost of living to he reduced; bnt
during my eampaign it was strenuously
argued that owing to the excessive cost
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of living something should be done by the
Government in order to bring about a re-
duetion. I was asked on more than one
occasion whether, if returned, I would
support some scheme being initiated in
ovder to carry this into effect; and al-
though perhaps Mr, Sanderson will not
agree with me on this, I said I was quite
willing to enter into any arrangement
that could possibly be made in order lo
earry this into effect. I have no desire
to say that the Government have no ex-
perience. It is all very true that what
one man can do another can do. Yes; but
only if he has the training, aptitude, and
capability. We find the first step made
by the Government, not a step of good,
steady progress, but a plunge into the
deep in order to carry into effect a part
of their policy irrespective of the conse-
quences. The Premier has stated that the
“Mongolia” cost £39.500 and the “Darins”
£17,000, or a total of £56,500. To bring
these steamers herve and equip them for
that trade, he said, would cost an addi-
tional £3,500, making a tofal of £60,000.
Had the Government exercised that dis-
cretion they ought to have done, the first
thing in connection with placing boats on
the north-west coast or embarking on any
scheme would be fo some extent to prove
the value of the trade they were entering
into. This is not a trade that is being
entered into Irrvespective of competition;
and in view of the competitive nature of
this scheme, certain adviee should have
Dbeen sought and accepted. Had they
chartered a steamer for the seven months
of the cattle season they would have been
in the position of bringing down stock
from the North-West free of charge,
wilhout spending a shilling on capital ae-
count and without ercating a department,
and being in the same position as they
are to-day. The life of the “Darins” has
been lived, the “Mongolia,” with a further
ten years of life, will be obsolete, and
with 10 per cent. for depreciation and 4
per cent. for interest on eapital, £8,400
would have provided for the charter of a
boat during the eaftle season and brought
down stock free of charge and without
any expenditure on capital acecount or
without creating a departmeni. This, 1
contend, would have given them an op-
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portunity of proving the value of the
trade; and if suecessful in this direetion,
then a scheme could have been embarked
upon with every degree of success; but,
as it is, so far as I ean see from my
knowledge of this coast, and of the tidal
ports, and of the difficulties surrounding
navigation, and of the small amount of
cargo offering, and of the many numerous
ports at which the steamers have to eall, I
think the scheme is doomed to failure. I
am glad the Government propose to keep
a eommercial set of books in regard to
this scheme. So long as they do, and so
long as a proper depreciation is allowed
and interest on all standing charges, simi-
lar to private companies, and so long as
the boats are maintained in anything like
reasonahle efficiency in ovder to carry ount
the work and give them the ten years of
life, then I think that, after the first year
or eighteen months, the Government will
probably be glad to realise on them be-
fore they go too far. But what conveved
to me the want of knowledge on the part
of those responsible for this scheme was
the advertisement that appeared in the
papers calling for applieations for the
pesition of manager. The position was
advertised al £360 to £480. If the Gov-
ernment, or whoever was responsible, in
order to make this a suceess, had got the
very best man fhey could have got and
paid him #£1,000 or £1500 a year,
it would not have been a penny too
much to expect for the class of
copnmercial knowledge a man should
have to administer a department like
this, The gentleman appointed lo the
position iz a very estimable man, he is
a very fine chap indeed, but his know-
ledge of book-keeping and accountancy
work is not the knowledge required to
run a eommercial underfaking in this
direction. Se far as the individual is
concerned I have nothing to say, hut the
appointment shows that it must be char-
acteristic to some extent of the discontent
prevailing in the public service of the
State when an appointment such as this
should be advertised at £360 per annum.
Without in any way desiring to appear
parochial, T wish to say something in con-
nection with my own provinee, and that
is in regard to the position of the Fre-
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mantle harbour. I am glad to note in
the Speech a reference to harbour im-
provements; but what is the position of
the Fremantle harbour, the first port of
call, the chief port of the State. Chaos
ruling and congested traffic.  For the
vear ending June, 1910, the imports were
442,407 tons; for the year ending June,
1911, the imports were 614,861 tons, a
total increase of 172,454 tons, practically
a 30 per cent. increase; and if we have
anything like a reasonable harvest, to-
eether with the Trans-Australian railway
material that must be handled, sufficienl
accomwmodation cannot be provided within
the next two years in the Fremantle har-
hour for the trade that is likely to de-
velop. I have gone carefully through
all figures velating fo any extensions in
any direction that can be made within
the limits of the existing harbour, and
the total new berthage accommeodation
that ean he provided amounts to 1,900
feet. As against that 1,900 feet, unfor-
tunately, we bave the mail boat jetty in
such a state of disrepair that in the near
future it must he taken up; and as this
T jeity provides a thousand feet of aceom-
nodation, the fotal inereased accommo-
dation that ean be provided will be only
900 feet, or equivalent to two additional
berths. Now, in view of that and in view
of the inereased tonnage daily, I am par-
fieularly anxious to know what the pres-
ent Administration intend to do in re-
speet to the future. We see the Suez
Canal being deepened to 36 feet. We sce
Colombo, the next port of ecall en route,
36 feef, Fremantle harbour, the next port
of call, still vemaining at its 30 feet. We
gsee Sydney spending sumws of money in
connection with the deepening of her har-
bhour, and Melbourne the same, and
Hobart, the despised little port of this
Commonwealth, actually now making ar-
rangements with the White Star line in
order to establish a ecoaling station so
that the White Star hoats can top up
and leave Hobart passing the Weslern
Stale bonnd to the old counfry., This
rppeals to me as being a very serious
phase and something which I ask the
present Administration to take into con-
sideration at (he very earhest date. 1

feel sure it is news to hon. members that
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the Aberdeen White Star line have now
a steamer on the siocks to replace the
“Pericles.”” Its dimensions are 550ft.
by 67ft. by 40ft., and it has a draft of
31ft. 6in. The ecompany have written
to the Fremantle Harbour Trust wanting
to know from them what provision they
intend making in the future for receiving
the boats of their line, but the harbour
trust ave helpless in the matter, they
are unable to reply to the communica-
tion. I hope this will bring to the House
to-night the absolute urgency of the Gov-
ernment appointing some commission.

Hon. M. L. Moss: We do not want
eommissions; we wani the work done.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Well, somehody to
immediately go into the question of the
Fremantle barbour,

Hon. J. D. Gonnelly: All the informa-
tion is there already.

The Colonial Secretary: Theve has been
no estimate as to cost.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I am sure that no
member desires that any steamer should
have to pass our port and go to the East-
ern Stafes becanse we have not suflicient
aceommodation for her. In this growing
State we must make that inereased ac-
commodation and provide the facilities
without any further delay. The work
should be started to-morrow in order to
be eompleted in time {o receive the steam-
ers that will be coming to Fremanile. Of
eourse in Fremantle, as many members
know, it is a burning question as to
whether it should be an outer harbour
extension or an inner harbour extension.
‘When one looks at the waters in the
outer harbour one eannot help but think
that there unquestionably is the place for
an outer harbour scheme, bnt T am not
here to-night advoeating any particular
scheme; T am here asking the Government
to take into consideration the advisability
al. the earliest possible moment of the
work being proeceded with in order that
stenmers may bave their accommodation
at onr own port. T am sorry there is
no rveference in the Speech to the sub-
ject of immigration. On referring to
statislies for the yvear ended June last we
find that the inereased population of the
State amounied to only 13.000. It daes

not require any great ability at figures to
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see that on an annual increase of 15,000
many years will be reguired before this
State receives the population she is en-
titled to.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Is that the total
inerease?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Yes.

Hon. . Patrick: And even
going to be stopped.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: We find some of
the European countries, the great nations
of the world, teeming with their millions—
take Germany as an instance, with her
millions, bounded on every side and un-
able to expand—vyet in face of this we,
with a c¢oastline of 3,000 miles, expect to
be able to protect our shores and reserve
the right to this vast area. Unless we are
prepaved to populate this land we have
no right to retain it, and the quicker the
Government set to work to devise a sound
immigration policy the better for the
State and the people in it. Another thing
my recent ecampaign brought to my not-
ice was the question of the dairying in-
dustry. Probably the House will remem-
ber that a week or two ago we had in
Fremantle a referendum as to the muni-
cipalising of the milk industry,  The
proposal was rejected by a large majority.
T am told that we have a considerable
iract of good dairying country in the
State. If that be so I think we should
endeavonr to hring abeut an improved
state of affairs. To-day we are sending
out of fhe State from £75,000 to £100,000
per annum for dairy produce for onr
own consumption. Instead of that our
own dairying industry should be assisted.
We should not only manufacture suffi-
-cient for our own consumption, but should
be sending away a surplus in return for
-coin of the realm to be distributed in our
own State. Another point which appeals
1o me very strongly is that of the State
‘Bavings Bank. It is incomprehensible io
me why the present Administration have
not attempted to make some arrangements
i this respect. MMr. Moss, when speaking,
said that it was becanse the Labour policy
throughout Australia was one of unifiea-
tion. I am not going to agree with Mr.,
Moss in that regard, because we find that
the Labour Government of New South
Wales are making arrangements to trans-

that is
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fer the State Bank from the control of
the Federal authorities, while, so far as
we know, no such arrangements have been
made heve,

Hon. M. L. Moss: It is all secrecy here.
They refuse to tell us anything aboul it.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: When we remember
that the four or five millions in the Sav-
ings Bank have been advanced to the Ag-
ricultural Bank and to munieipalities and
other corporations, it will be realised what
a serious blow the State would snffer if
the Federal aunthorities were {o take con-
trol of the Savings Bank money. I hope
that in this connection the Government
will make some stand, and arrange for
the transference of onr own Savings Bank
frow ibe Federal authorities at the earliest
date. I notice in the Speech a veference
to the nationalisation of the Perth trams.
I believe that public utilities of this kind
shonld be in the conirol either of the
State or the municipal authorities. I have
taken a very active interest in connection
with municipal matters, and in respect to
the municipalisation of trams I was one
of the first members elected to the J're-
mantie Tramways Board. I have retained
my seat on that board from the very in-
ceplion, and for the past four years have
been chairman, When I tell hon. members
that during the five years we have been
operating that service no less a sum than
£30,000 has been set aside in order to
wipe off the ecapital cost at the maturity
of the debentures, and that during the
same Hme £1,516 of profit has been handed
over to the munieipalifies in order to
lighlen the burdens of taxpayers, it will
be seen how important this matter is. On
reference to the tram systems of the
United Kingdom, we find that there are
there no fewer than one hundred muni-
cipal tramways with, approximately, a
capital of 42 millions, and that during
their existence a sum of no less than
£354,676 has been provided in surpluses
in order to assist the taxpayers of the
respective municipalities and corporatious.
I desire to say that, in my opinion, the
present Administration are mot justified
in any attempt to take away or confiscale
the rights of the city of Perth. I am in
no way interested in Perth matfers, but
I do know that if any attempt were to be



196

made by the Government to confiscate the
Fremantle tramway system I should put
up a jolly good fight to prevent it.  The
Perth City Council have an agreement
with the Perth Tramway Company,
which entitles them to 3 per cent. of the
eross earnings, and to use the tramway
poles for the running of light mains,
while it also provides for the purchase
of the systemr at 14 years, or at 21 years,
and that affer 28 years the concern is to
reverl to the municipality. I should like
to know if the Government regard might
as a justifiable substitute for right. If
they do. and intend to deprive the citi-
zens of Perth of their rights, then in my
apinion they are not justified in their
action, There are many other fizuves 1
could quote in support of my confention
in regard to the lramways, but presam-
ably when the Bill comes before the House
further opportunity will be given me. I
vegret very much that probably the first
vote I shall be asked to give in the House
should he in connection with an amend-
meni such as that moved by Mr. Moss.
I dv helieve we should endeavour to re-
fain (his House as a non-party House.
I believe we should be considered andg,
consulled i malters relating to any
schemes pul forward by the Government.
It is not my infenlion to he a hostile critie
of the jwesent Administration, af all
events not fo any great extent, but I have
heen considering (he position from the
slandpoint that if out of a eontingency
vole of £250,000 the Government counld
provide eapital for the purehase of steam-
ers, and embark on a secheme for Lhe sea
earringe of goods, there is no reason why
the same Government, ouf of the same
vole, eannot build the Esperance railway
for the kand earringe of goods, To me
it seems a pavallel {hat, if they can ecom-
mil (he State out of a vote of a contin-
geney nature—and commit the State for
part only, where large sums of moncy
must follow in its wake—then they ecan
commit the State in any oiher direction
they may ehoose. This, I think. weuld be
a very bad prineiple indeed to permit.

The Calonial Secrefary: The previons
{Government exceeded the Treasury vaic
by many thousands.
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Hon. R. J. LYNN: I am in the happy
position of knowing that I start afresh:
it does not concern me what any pre-
vious Government have done. I am con-
sidering merely what the present Adnini-
stration have done. I was sorry, indeed,
to hear Mr. Connor make the reference
he did to Collie coal. I regret he is not
here now in order that I might enlighten
him respecting one of the best products
and industries of the State. I happen
to be indirectly econnected with that iu-
dustry, and it must be known that some
thousands of pounds have poured into this
State by the bunkering of GCollie coal.
The calorific values of that coal are gelting
better, and if suclr organisations as the
Hanga and German-Australian companies
can Joad coal at Neweastle and eall in at
Fremantle for bunker coal on their way
to Bombay, I fhink it demonstrates that
the Collie coal must be becoming a very
fair article indeed. I can assure the House
that that has been done during the last
month or two. The steamers of that line
have been calling here on their way from
Newecastle to Bombay in order to bunker
our own loeal coal. It must be of great
advantage to the railways of the State.
The present Government, and also past
Governments, have helped to build up this
Collie coal industry, and if after having
buill up the frade and advertised the conl
as a bunker coal, they refuse to burn it,
what a splendid advertisement it will be
for ouiside coals to send forlh lo the
world. It would indeed be interesting to
read (hat the State-owned steamoers of
Western Australia vefused to burn (he
Western Australian produet, preferring
the imported arficle. Such a state of
things could nof be permitfed. So far as
spontancous combustion is concerned, that
is a trouble easily pot over. Al the Cov-
crnment will have to do in connection
with ihe bunkering of Collie coal will he
to earry sufficient bunker coal to take their
steamers to and fro. Any sparve supplies
that they need and intend to keep on hoard
the ship as ressrve monih in and montir
out, T should say, for lhe safety of the
ship, and the convenience of all concerned,
should he the imported article, but (he
coal o he eonzumed could be the local
article. T have no desire lo say any-
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thing more fo-night other than to thank
the House for the courteous manner in
which they have received me. I can only
hope my stay in this House will be one
of a cordial nature with all sections in
it, and anything T can do in any possible
direction to assist the members of {his
Chamber I shall be pleased to do.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East): I
had expected the Hon. Mr. Connolly te
speak to-night, bui if seems at the last
moment he has taken pilty on the House,
as be would have a good deal to say, and
as I do nof intend to detain the House
long, T will make the few remarks which
I desire. T have listened with very great
interest {o the admirable speeches of the
three new members who have spoken since
the Colonial Secvetary’s defence, but I
noticed a serious omission, that they did
not honour the Minister by any reference
to his defence. I presume that they esti-
mated it at something like its value, for
even the Minister himself ean hardly look
upon that defence as worthy of the House.
His defence was this: that the Govern-
ment had not gone behind Parliament by
using money that had not been appropri-
ated; that the Govermment had taken the
purchase money for the steamers out of
the Treaswrer’s advance vote, which was
voted for entirvely different purposes last
session.

The Colonial Secrefary: For what pur-
pose was it voted?

Hon. J. P. CULLEN: The Colonial
Secretary had gone further and said in
his defence that he wished this House to
believe that Ministers had no intention
of insulling the Legislative Couneil. That
diselaimer on the part of the Ministry
must be accepted siraight away, but it
does not alter the sitnation one iota. Min-
isters have taken the course which on the
plain face of it means an attempt to get
behind this Chamber. However good
their meaning towards this Chamber, it
does not for a moment remove the offeuce
whieh Ministers have committed. The
singular pavt about this defence is that 1t
is very different from the one put for-
ward before the Hon. Mr, Moss made
his charges. The answer before was this:
the Government, as a matter of urzeney,
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had to anticipate Parliament’s anthoriiy
for the purchase of these steamers, and
the Governor’s Bpeech said distinetly that
not Parliament, but one House of Parlia-
ment would be asked to ratify and ap-
prove of their action. Now, after Mr.
Moss’s speech, the Colonial Secretary
says there will be no need to ratify or
approve that expenditure. The Fegisla-
five Couneil need not be offended at a
reference to the Assembly only, for
neither House will be asked to ralify or
approve that expenditure. The Govern-
ment is taking the ground that the ex-
penditure has already been approved.
This is about the most manifest subter-
fuge that this House has ever had to listen
to. I will say this, that the Minister
blushed when he was putting it forward
in this House. He is not a State socialist,
he does not believe in these ¢rude and
rash ventures of the Government, bul he
has to stand by—-—

The Colounial Secretary: You have no
right to say that.

Hon, J. F, CULLEN: He has to stand
by the more advanced socialistic notions
of his party and I pity kim. With refer-
enee to the claim of the Government ve-
garding the Treasurer’s advance, the
Colonial Secrelary said the wording of
the clause had precedent, and that in pre-
vions Governors’ Speeches there was
something like the same kind of wording.
It must be admitted that very frequently
in Governors’ speeches, the diction and
punctuation leave ambiguities, but the
meaning has to be interpreted by the
action of the Government, and never be-
fore in the history of this country has
any Governmwent attempted to use a Trea-
surer’s advance for any purposes but two,
namely, excesses over vofes that bad been
appropriated, or emergencies in the line
of precedent.

The Colonial
wrong,

Hon. J. ¥, CULLEN: T am entirely on
safe mround.

Hon, M. L. Moss: You are guite right.

The Colonial Secretary: The aboriginal
cattle station was purchased out of Trea-
surer’s advance and that represented an
amount of £18,000.

Secretory : You are



