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The community is not facing up to 1is
responsibility in the matter. It is not only
these individoals—unfortunate though they
are—who are affected, It is a matter of
- the utmost importance to the wkole social
strueture of Australia. T was so interested
in the case of an uufortunate person who is
serving a second term of imprisonment for
such an offence, and so eoncerned about the
whole set-up, that T wrote to several States
in America, where I had read that the auth-
orities were leading the way in reform in
such matters. The Attorney General has,
through me, copies of enactments in various
States of America. While I appreciate that
many of the aspeects incorporated in those
enactments would not necessarily be applie-
able or suitable to Western Australia, the
genesis of the eorrect ideas may be found
in them. I hope that in such matters the
Government will broaden its outlook and
take into account this alarming inecrease in
sexnal offences.

I will deal with various items that in-
terest me under the different headings on
the Estimates. I hope my remarks tonight
will be taken by all members as being
uttered with sineerity and a full sense of
my responsibility to this House, to my elee-
torate and the eommunity. T hope we will
see co-operation between the Opposition
and the Government, without which there
can be no progress either in this House or
in the countrv. So long as the Govern-
ment serves the best interests of the State
and does not yield to ‘pressure from indi-
viduals or groups in relation fo its legis-
lative proposals, T will support it. If, how-
ever, there is any possibility of a departure
from that very wise attitude, then I shall
he required, with my colleague, the mem-
her for Vietoria Park, to eonsider just what
attitude to adopt. In conclusion, T trust
that the deliberations of this Parliament
will take the State a little further along
the road towards the very necessary pro-
gress, which should be part of thc future
of Western Anstralia.

MR. CORNELL (Avon) [9.517: To the
eongratulations of previous speakers T
should like to add my own. I feel sure
that Mr. Speaker will carry out his high
offiee with the same striet impartinlity that
has charaeterised the hoiders of his honour-
able position down through the years. T
would also congratulate youn, Mr., Deputy
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peaker, upon being appointed to the
(hairmanship of Committees, and I trust
your term of office will be equally success-
tul, In passing, I desire {o make referenct
to my predecessor in this House, Mr, Tel-
fer, and to pay a tribute to what he did in
the interests of the Avon elecforate. Al-
though he was in that position for a very
short time—that may be the fate awaiting
me as well—]I want it to be recorded that
he did a very gued job in the interests of
the constituency he represented, and for his
efforts in that respect 1 award bhim full
marks.

The Government of the day also did quite
a good Job in the Avon district. Whether
that was because it is a borderline seat 1
do not know, but evidently while the work
of that Governnient was appreciated by the
electors there, it was not so appreciated
that they did not desire some change and,
in faet, there was an alteration in my fav-
our. Having been associated with polities
in a small way for many years through
my father's membership of another place,
I possess a full realisation and appreecia-
tion of the unceriainty of the political game.
I know that the tide that washed me into
my present seat in this House, might easily
wash me ont of it 1n the future. Iowever,
while 1 am bere, I shall endeavour to do
my best fo carry on the traditions that my
father observed in another place, and if 1
can do one-tenth as much good as he did,
I shall have a clear conseience,

T notice from a pernsal of the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech that the Government con.
templates an amendment of the Rural Relief
Fund Act. In this regard T must express
some concern. My regret is that apparently
the intention of the Geovernment does not
go quite far enough, although it is a step
in the right direction. The Act is rather
lopsided. It has forced unsecured creditors,
such as small storekeepers, to aeccept com-
positions in respect of their debts buf it
has not done much to recondition the debts
of secured creditors. It did serve a use-
ful purpose in the direction of rehabilitat-
ing farmers at a time when they needed
help most.  Although the contemplated
amendment does not go as far as many of
us would like, it may be that the Common-
wealth Government will be induced to re-
verse its past decision and give the neces-
sary consent, which would enable the Gov-
ernment to extinguish entirely debts in re-
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spect of dues under the Rural Relief Fund
Act,

In common with the member for May-
lands, I am a little disappointed 10 connee-
tion with the Government’s proposition te
sewer towns where there are over 600 dwell-
ings. Sueh a proposal will not mean a great
deal to the country areas as pot many have
that number of homes. 1 suggest to the
Govesnment that the decision in that respect
be revonsidered so that the avchaie system
that obtains in many rural centres can he
abolished. with bencfit to the health of
the community. I also commend the Gov-
ernment on its proposal to consolidate the
many Acts that exist in conpection with the
functions of loeal governing authorities.

I trust that the proposed legislation con-
templates the striking of ope rate only,
which would be an over-all rate, thus doing
away with the necessity that exists at pre-
sent of striking three rates—general, health
and vermin—each of which has to be deter-
mined separately. I suggest that a local
authority rate be siruck as the sole one
to be levied, apart, of course, from loan
rates, I wonld like some reform provided
in connection with the present audit sys-
tem with reeard to loenal authorities. The
reform sheuld take the shape, for instance,
of doing away with pinpricks that irritate
at present dne to the fact that the seeretary
s not treatnd as the chief exeeutive oflieer,
but in ninety-nine out of a hundred cases
ax a potential speculator,

Referenve was made by the member for
Perth ta the shecking econdition of the clee-
toral rolls, and in that respect T can con.
cur in his remarks. ITis experience was that
many names that should have heen included
on the volls were not there. 1 experieneed
that to some extent, hut, on the other hand.
1 found on the Avon rol] the names of
some hundreds of people which should not
have been included. The people concerned
had left the distriet or had died, and during
the election eampaign the number of cir-
culars that were refurued through the Dead
Letter Office was really surprising. His
sugpestion with regard to co-terminus elee-
toral houndaries was commendahle.
it that in the eonnfry distriets he presup-
poses further subdivisions but in that ve-
gard the Commonwealth authotities might
nof be prepared to agree. Towever, cortain
amendments of the Electoral Act are over-
flue, particnlarly one that would prevent
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what is apparently possible now, namely,
a dead man heing permitted to exercise the
franchise, When he spoke the other even-
ing, the memher for Bevevley delivered what
was a veritable dirge of despondency.

IHon. A. R. G. Hawke: Hear, hear!

My, CORNELL: He was very pessimistic¢
about the future of the parliamentary in-
stitution.  Although [ am a newecomer to
this House, I feel I caonot eoncur in what
the hon. member said. I am afraid he was
in a partienlarly morbid mood that evening
and his reinarks to new members were, to
say the least of it, not very encouraging. I
do agree that many people are cynical re-
garding the parliamentary system and fo a
large degree that eynicism is due to the faet
that they consider that parliamentarians do
not work. I ean give that assertion the lie
direet. In support of that contention, some
people urge that for seven months of the
vear or thereahouts, PParliament does not «it.
I have beard it said that we should not sit
at all for the full 12 months, but obviously
I eannot agree with that suggestion. On the
other hand, T submit that if there were two
sessions each vear, the public would appre-
ciate the fact thnt members of Parliament
were endeavouring to earry out their duties.
Furthermore, such a system would tend fo
prevent the rather mad rush that usually
characterises the e¢lose of the session, and
which ts not always conducive to the passing
of good legislation. 1 would strongly sup-
port any proposal for holding two sittings
of Parlinment each year.

There has been talk of peolitieal jobbery,
but this has been praetised by both parties
and, T regret to say, seems fo have become
part and parcel of our political life. People
seem to neeept it philosoplieally, and when
there 1s a chanze of Government there is, lo
a large extent, a change in certain johs.
Membership of the Licensing Bench has long
been regarded as a political plam. In faet
it appears to have been created for that
speeific purpose. Affer pulling in the party
cart for some years the hacks are then turned
out into this well pastured politieal paddnck
—the Licensing Court. This also applies to
other State jobs. This obtains also in other
spheves, although in this State the financial
cansideration is small and it daes not assume
the proportions expetienced in the Federal
arena,

Muek has been said about the various
boards and controls with which we have to
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put up in these days. The chief complaint
seems to be that hoards and comtrols have
maltiplied so greatly during the last deeade.
In my opinion, some of the existing boards
are cntirely unnecessary, though some serve
a. usetul 'purpose, Those that are mere
cxerescenses could well be aholished without
any great disadvantage to the community.
It has been said, and I agree, that had there
been boards in Noah's fime the Ark would
never have been bnilt,

The subject of housing has been plastered
a goad deal and will continue to be s0. The
Government is not to blame for the present
deplorable position, but it will incur blame
if steps are not taken to remedy existing
troubles. The housing problem is approach-
ing the stage of bordering on a national
emergency and civil servants do not scem to
be able to cope with the situation. A sug-
gestion has been made that a committee from
inside Parliament would do better. This
suggestion contains some merit and I think
could be implemented with resuits advant-
ageons to the many home-seekers who are
now viewing the future with a good deal of
eoncern,

We have had frequent pessimistic expres-
sions about the future by leading publie
men. A prominent South Afriecan said that
it seemed as if people were grumbling be-
cause there was not cnough gloom to go
round. From the Prime Minister down, we
have had pessimistic uffferances which, I
consider, are unwarranted. Provided, as the
Leader of the Opposition stated the other
night, in a thoupghtful speech, the will of
the people to work is not undermined, pos-
terity has nothing to fear. This is my first
speech in the House, and to say that I feel
nervons would bhe an understatement. West-
ern Australia is a young State and a plastic
State, and T urge the Government to mould
it along sound lines, Members on the Op-
position side of the House do not seem to
be a bad lot of fellows, and I believe the
future of the State will be safe in the bands
of the present Government.

T thank members for the attentive hearing
they have given me. I do not know whether
I shall speak very often, but when I do, I
hope it will be on a subject of which 1 have
some knowledge. I thank members for their
forbearance and appreciate what they have
done for me, both inside and outside the
Chamber, since I became a member. Much
has Jbeen said about election techmigue. All
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I can say that this is inevitable at clection
fime. On such an oceasion, one’s fongue is
apt to outrun one’s better judgment, and
possibly things are said that are not meant.
As often happens, the good goes to the
bottom and the rottenness rises to the top.
In my elvctorate I endeavoured to make the
fight a clean one, and I must acknowledge
that my opponent (id the same thing.

On motion by My, Styants, debate ad-

journed..

House adjonrned at 10.6 p.m.

Hegislative Cooncil.

Thursday 2Ist Aungust, 1947,
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Questlons :  Stirilng Hichway bus route, as to easing
pickiog-up regulation . . J04

Road hon:ﬂn % to proposed rondmnldnn machin-
?' Em o i I ) |
Teave of nbsence w03
Address-in-reply, seventh da} w03
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.
QUESTIONS.

STIRLING HIGHWAY BUS ROUTE.
As to Easing Picking-up Regulaiion,
Hon. J. A, DIMMITT (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines;

Will the Government give consideration
to allowing privately owned buses, now
licensed to operate along Stirling Highway,
to pick up and set down passengers at
selected points on the frolley bus route?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes, the matter is under consideration,

ROAD BOARDS.

As to Proposed Roadmaking-Machinery
Pool,

Hop. H. L, ROCHE (for Hon. A. L.
Loton) {on notice) asked the Minister for
Mines: )

Following on the statement in this morn-
ing’s issue of “The West Australian” hy
the Minister for Works regarding the pro-



