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tion Lo my Throne, which have been called
forth by the completion of the 60th year
of my reign, and I am sincerely pleased
by the cordiality with which the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia has taken part
in them. [ request you to convey my
hearty thanks to the Legislative Council
and House of Assembly of Western Ans-
tralia.”

[ may add that the casket, in which the Ad-
lress wag enclosed, was much admired by the

Queen. [ have, efc.,

JOHN FORREST,
Prewier.
The Honourable the Speaker,
Legislative Assenbly, Perth.

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.
FIFTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Mg. J. J. HIGHAM (Fremantle) : Mr.
Speaker, I have been asked by the hon.
member for Sussex, who moved the ad-
journment of the debate on Friday, to
upologise for his non-attendaunce in his
place to resume the debate on the Address-
in-Reply. T willingly address the House
i his absence, though I think it would be
inadvisable for me to continue this debate
ab very great length. I hope that represen-
tatives of this colony will take part in the
federation Convention at Sydney, and
everything that this House can do will be
done to facilitate their departure for New
South Wales. One subject in his Excel-
lency's Speech is that of the Fremantle
flogging, which has been so hysterically
referred to by soine members of this
House. On the one hand we have a
magistrate of 30 years’ standing, well
known for his integrity, impartiality,
und justice, and on the other hand
we have two villains, with long crimi-
nal records, one of whom is a member
of the Collingwood push, and the other u
man under sentence of 15 years for gar-
rotting. People who look into the merits
of the case must agree that the seutence
awarded was well merited, and the only
one which, under the circumstance, could
be inflicted. The hou. member for North-
East Coolgardie referred to the comments
of the local and Eastern press on this
matter. All I can say is, that if mem-
bers of the local press had set a better
example, we would not have had any such
sewrrlous remarks us appeared in the
uewspapers elsewhere, renuarks both un-
valled for and uunecessary. The charuc-

ter of the worthy magistrate in yuestion |
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requires no defence from those people who
know him.  What has already been said
is quite sufficient, both for the gentleman
bimself and for those who know and
esteen: himi.  The question of the estab-
lishment of smelting works at Rocky Bay
has also been referred to. It has been
contended that such works will sericusly
depreciate thevatueof property and destroy
vecetation around Northlf‘remuntle but
experience of similar works in other parts
of the world show those fears to be ground-
legs. Even if we deemed it necessary to
shift these works away from Rocky Bay,
would not be necessary to go more than
two or three miles to get a better site
at Owen's Anchorage; o site which I
hope at no very distant date will be
connected with Fremantle by rail. The
Railway and Harbouwr Works at Fre-
wantle are depriving us of facilities for
dealing with the cattle trade, and should
it be necessary to find another site for the
catfle vards at Owen’s Anchorage, it
would be necessary to connect that place
with the railway system by a light line.
It is not necessary for me to continue this
debate any longer, and I hope the
business of this special session will soon
be disposed of, so that we may get to the
ordinary business of the country.

Mr. "KENNY (North Murchison): T
rise to receive my baptism of fire on the
Parliamentary battlefield of this country,
and I caunot do betler than follow the
ling of the veterane and recruits who
have preceded me, and congratulate you,
gir, on your re-election to the high and
responsible position which you fill with
honour to yourself and credit to the
country. 1 also beg te welcome the Pre-
mier back, not only to the country, but to
hig place in this House. I congratulate
the country upon the great henefits that
must of necessity arise trom the visit of
the right hon. gentleman to the mother
comntry. I, like muny other members,
felt strongly dieposed to take part in
this debate on the Governor's speech,
but in deference to the expressed wishes
of the leader of the House I cannot
do better than put my remarks as short
as possible, in order to enable the Govern-
ment to carry out their intentions with
regard to the Sydney Convention, Al-
though this debate has been somewhat
protracted, that is not the blame of the
hon. members on the Opposition side



Addvesnin-Reply :

of the House. I believe there is no
one sitting on my side of the House
who would attempt to wmuise factious
opposiiion to any good measure intro-
duced by the Government. I myself
have always recognised thal a well von-
stituted end well managed Oppositien

is essential to the pood yovernment
of every country. Whatever may be

the opimion of the Opposition, T feel
sure thev take a higher standard than
that their duty is merely (o remove the
Government with the sole purpose of
vceupying the Treasury benches. There
is no doubt that sooner or later we can
achieve federation. but at the preseat time
Western Australia need uot be anxious
about joining in with the other colonies.
The Government are doing the correct
thing in eadeavouring to meet the repre-
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sentatives of the other colonies at the .

Couvention. We have made an engage-
ment with those colontes, and that vngage-
ment should be carried out.  Although
we may not see our way clear to join n
federation at present, a lot is to be gained

by our delegates meeting and exchanging .

opinions on this great question with the
representatives of the other colonies. 1f
we are not in o posifion to federate now,
we could at any rate arrange our laws so us
to become more closely associated with our
ueighbours. We havea very differentclass
of people in Western Australia to-day from
what we had five or six years ago. The
laws that suited the conditions of that time
are certainly out of joint with the con-
ditions of to-day.  We ought to endeavour
s much as possible to so frame our laws,
that the thonsands of people who have
arrived In ‘Western Australia, and will
arrive i1 the future, will not feel
they are stravgers in u strange land, but
rather that our laws are thewr laws and
ow people are their peeple. What 1
think is this. The one great thing that
Western Australia requires now is another
five hundred thousand of such people as
onr goldfields have already introduced to
our shores, and Lhen ovur colony will be
able to take up her position in every way
equal to her more favoured sisters who,
at no distant day, will, I firmly believe,
form the United States of Australasia-—
a great and prosperons nation under the
Southern Cross.

Mr. OATS: 1 congratulate you, Mr.
Speaker, on vowr position as Speaker of
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this House. I have known you for
several years, uud I am sure that no better
min could be appointed to that honour-
able position. I alsv heariily congratu-
late the Right Hou. the Premier. who has
come back to us looking so well, und ready,
I am sure, to do his best for the good of
this great vountrv. 1 amm in rather
peculiar circunstances heve. I have been
@ mining man from the very inception of
these preat goldfields. 1 cau give you
facts that you want to possess with
regard to the development of this great
country. L was first in  Southern
Cross—-a town in the Yilgurn distriet
which I now represent; and at that time
the difficulties were great---very great
indeed.  Water was scarce; but T will
refer inure particularly fo water later on.
I have been for three or four weeks or a
month without water fo wash my face
and hands.  But what is & man worth
unless he conquers difficulties? We
conquered that difficulty in Southern
Cross; and for the last four vears of my
residence there I had suflicient rain wuter
for myself and family and for my visitors.
What has been done there could be done
clsewhere. Lama Western Australian. 1
came here over eight years since; and I
have thrown in my lot with Western
Australin; and I wish to see Western
Australin grow to an immensity far
bevoud the other colonies on the great
Australian continent. I believe it s
possible for this to be achieved. I am
a goldfields inember; and when I say I
am a goldfields member, I do not intend
to speak a word against the other sources
of production in this c¢olony. As an
individueal, I am willing and anxious
that the other productions in this colony
should be fostered. T will do all I can to
briny that about. The land 15 waiting
for the scraping of the soil, and it will
grow, and grow productively—in fact, 1
look forward to the time when instead of
importing we shall export; and in the
mneanwhile, as the right hon. the Pre-
mier said, we want the people here,
So we do. At present the sum of
£80.000 a month is going out of the
colony to supply the wives and families
of men who are working here. At pre-
sent that money s going out ; but I want
to see it stop in.  If these men bring
their wives and families here, mare money
will be cireulated, and it will be so muclh
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the better for thecolony. To bring about
that, we shall require the same advantages
in this colony as the other colonies
possess. ‘The miner comes here, and
he certainly gets good payv—say £3 to
£3 10s. a week. [Ax Hown. MEMBER:
Four pounds?] Yes; but that is excep-
tional. Before long perhaps, the people
will be able to live on £3 a week better
than they can now live on £4a week. Now
about the tariff. If we could reduce the
price of necessaries T would even go so far
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as to subsidise production. We must have -

these things admitted into the colony at
a8 cheap a rate as possible.

Tae PrEMIER: Yes;
produce them.

Mz. OATS: T glanced over the list
of articles which are imported free, und
I noticed nothing but food for Chinamen.
T uoticed nothing on which you could
bring up o stalwart Britisher. Knock

it we cannot

off the duties on the necessaries of life.

Give o man a free breakfast, give him a
free dinner and a free supper, and put
the duties, if you like, on the luxuries
of life. {Aw Hon. MEmBER : Free drinks.]
Yes. Puta duty on champagne as much
ag you like; but bring in the necessaries
of life free, and relieve the working back-
bone of the country of the duties which
are now imposed on the necessaries which
these men consume.

An Hon. MeMBER: What about the
landlords ?

Mz. QATS: They are better off now
than they were eight years ago. I will
draw attention to the difference between
Western Australia now and what it was
eight years ago. There were few people
here eight vears ago, and there was very
little money. I paid many men in
‘Western Australia the first golden sove-
reign they ever had in their lives.
What has brought this change about?
The magic wand of gold. Gold has
brought this about, and will bring about,
yet greater results if we treat the country
right. T am not afraid to say—I stake
my reputation on the assertion, and
there are others who will back me up,
the member for Coolgardie will back me
up—that the gold production in this
country will increase and go on increasing.
In a year from now 100,0000z. in the
month will be produced, and more than
that, even, in a very few vyears.
canmot go on taking oat the gold for

We |
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ever; but so far we bave u bigger result
per ton than any other goldfields in the
world. T hope to see this production of
gold increase; for gold will help our agri-
culture and will help every cther industry.
Let us therefore help on the production
of gold. TLet us help the prospector. 1
am not se mueh in favour of the
capitalist, although you cannot do with-
out capital. Let us have capital and
spend it rightly. T need not refer to the
great industries of the capitalist, or the
moneys sent here by the capitalist. We
are told that we are having hundreds of
millious of money spent in this colony.
Tt is o lie! Bbhow me where five millions
have been spent here! There are statistics
showmng that so much money has been
spent on the mines; buk more still has
been spent in the offices in Loudon and
clsewhere.

Ax Hox. MemBer: A good deal has
been spent here too.

Mg. OATS: The next point T wish to
refer to is that of the public batteries. I
know the right hon. the Premier will
carry out what he has said. T am sure
be will. We don’t want a toy battery.
We don’t want a coffee mill. We don’i
want a dolly. If the Government are
going to spend anything in the erection of
a battery, they must erect a battery which
shall be a sizecess as a business transaction.
It must not be put there to pacify, but te
help the industry. I know districts
where a good mill put up on proper land
would pay great profits, and should
return the money in a very short time.

Tur PrEMIER: Tell us where these
places are.

Mr. OATS: I will. Carry out my
scheme, and T guarantee success. Let me
tell you what has been done in some
parts of the colony. In one case they
have to take the stone 40 miles at a con-
siderable cost before they can get it
crushed, and the crushing costs sometimes
£3 a ton. [Ax Hown. MEempEr: £5
sometimes.] I am speaking of an in-
stance that came under my notice to-day.
Give me a good plant and water—there is
plenty of water there. [TrE PrEMIER:
And wood?] Yes; there is plenty of
wood too, and I will guarantee to crush
that stone for ten shillings a ton and less.
[Ax Hox. Memsexr: You cannot do it.]
Who said 1 cannot do it? The hon.
member does not know anything ahout it.
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I know what I am talking about. I think °

that great caution should be exercised in
the matter. The Government shauld fivst
determine on the distriet where the
hattery should be applied. You must
first know if the stoue is there, and its
value; and when vou have ascertained
that, I think von cannot do better than
erect a battery. Coming to federation, I
would like to see a united Australia;
but I do wot want to see Western Aus-
tralia absorbed in the other colonies. The
time js not rvipe for federation eatirely ;
but the delegates should go to Sydney
and-tell the members of the Counvention
what we expect. Thev should tell it
boldly and wanfully, Federation will
come when the time is ripe for it; and

when that time comes I shall do allI .
 intention to have addressed the House at

can to bring itabout. The next question
is with reference to water. I must say
something abouf that. You know very
well that the yewr before Coolgardie wus
discovered, severnl prospecting parties
went out and found gold. I can give the
pames of them——in fact, I assisted in
sending these men ocut.  They came back,
and said they could unot get water.
Well, there are 20,000 people in a small
area there now, with plenty of water for
everybody. The member for Coolgardie
said that he would like to see the
mines at Coolgardie more advanced. I
contend that in Coolgardie, within an area
of five miles, there is plenty of good stone—
many hundreds of thousands of tons—
that can be profitably worked. When I
talk of profit in gold, I do not want any
two or three vunces of gold per ton.
would like to have it; but still, at the
same time, it is not required for economical
mining. Notatall Tam uot going to
say anything against Coolgardie. But
someone said that there was no water
there. Now with reference to drinking
water. We want good drinking water—
condensed water. I have lived on it for
eight years, and I ought to know some-
thing about it. Water in Coolgardie was
five shillings a gallon,
or less. We must first prove what water
we have, 1f we are o spend half a million
on it. I do not object to the water
scheme; only if we can do it without.
pumping the water up, let us do it. But
let us first see what water we bhave.
There are oceans of water there, and tanks
might be erected to conserve it.  Skilful
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engineers might be sent there to see what
is the best thing to be done. I believe
all hon. gentlemen here on both sides of
the House will do their best to help the
country. I would like to mention that T
am sitting on these cross-benches, lmt
that I am going to do the best I can to
help the Government in any good
measures for the conntry. I shall not be
afraid to cross this gangway to vote for
the Government, it they produce a plan
or a measure that will help this colony.
I will cross the gangway willingly; and
I believe others will too. Still I have
come here—-not to vote for a certain party
or a certain man with my eyes shut. The
little bruins I have I will wse; and they
are at the service of the country.

Mr. LYALL HALL: Ii wus not my

this stage ; but I feel I cannot refrain from
commenting on some of the speeches
made by lon. members oun the upposite
side of the House. There is no necessity
for e tu follow the example of other

. members and to congratulate you, Mr.

- other new members;

We

" on the Acting Premier.

To-day itis 13d.

Speaker. It is the House which is to be
congratulated. I would ask you to extend
to me the same forbearance—the sane
lenjency-—you have uwlways shown to
and I would ask
vou to remewmber, if I should trunsgress
any rules which govern the debates in this
House, that I graduated first in the City
Couneil.

Ay Hox. MenmBER:
apologise for that.

Mr. HALL: I shall only say a few
words to-night, us I intend to speak again
when Parliament re-assembles; and I
shall only touch on those topics already
touched on by hou. members. First of
all, T must deeply deplore the uncalled-for
attack made by the member for the Swun
I believe that
if he had commenced his electioneering
speeches i the same strain he would
never have occupied the scat he does.

Mzr. Bwixe: Never prophesy unless
vou know.

Mz, HALL: I think that the hon.
member went out of his way to abuse the
opposite side. The hou. member went
so much out of his way to he nasty that
I can well understand his being told
recently in the law courts that he had
yet to learn the rudiments of muanuers,
{Me. Ewiva: Supposing vou teach me.”

You need not
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independent candi
think his best friends would ever accuse
him of being independent, unless it is
thut be thinks, as a great vumber of
so-called independent men seem to think,
that in erder to show his independence he
must be abusive. The principal subject
that the House has met to discuss is that
of federation. I listened with very great
Flea,sure to the speech of the hon. mem-
ser for Eust Perth, who has evidently
made o study of the subject; and. as an
Australian born, I am pleased to see that
those who are able to express their views,
and those who are able to judge, consider
that it was a speech that would huve
done credit to any Parhiament in Aus-
tralian or in any part of the world.
Despite the hon. member's arguments, 1
am not prepared to hand over this colony
of Western
mercies of the older colonies or to the
more advauced colonies, believing, as I
do, that we shall progress better iu the
peculiar circumstances in which we are
placed under locul government than
by being members of 4 Federated Par-
liament., T think, however, that we
should be represented at the forthcoming
Convention. The Premier has pointed
oub, that we are nol, bound to accept any
of the provisions ot the Convention; but
in the interests of those who may come
wfter us it is as well that we should have
a hand in the framing of the Federal
Constitution.  With regard to the miming
laws, I am glad that the right, hon. the
Premier bas seen fit to make svme ame.
lioration in the conditions of labour;:
and I hope that he will also see his way

é.:posit‘e cale inas an
ate; but I do not
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my friend Mr. W. G. Brookman and
others, had plenty of water at their mines,
and who were able to sell the valuable
finid at an enormous price, did not want
 cheap and plentiful supply of water fo
the fields. Those, on the otilerh:md, who
had not o sufficiency of water—even by
paying a high price for it--were strongly

~m favour of the Coolgardie water schieme ;

and from inquiries I made I venture to
say that if » vote were taken on the fields

. there would be five to oue in favour of the

. £2 aOU 000." I ask those hon.

Coolgurdie water scheme being carried out.
The chief objection of hon. members on
the Opposition side of the House to the
scheme seems fo be the expenditure of
what, T may say, is the paltry sum of
members

" to consider what has been the expenditure
~ on water supply systems in other colounies.

Australia to the tender '

In Victoria—L am uot quite certain of
my figures, but I know I am very nearly

" correct—itcost something over £2,000,000

to supply water for Ballmrat. the chief
miving centre.  To supply Sandhurst
there was an expenditure of something
like £1,500,000, and the water supply of
Geelong cost wbout £500,000. while the
Melbourne water supply cost several
millions of money.

Me. [uiivewowrtn: The Melbourmne

. waler supply svstem puys.

Mi. HALL: So will the Cuolgardie
systetn pay.  The Victorin brigation
systewn cost. £6,000.,000 or £7,000,000,
but in this connection mmonev was misap-
plied.

Mr. Tuuiseworrn: The Victorian
irrigation system hits never paid o penny

. of interest vet.

to grant some security of tenure to those

ptsople who invest their mouey in the
mines. I congratulate the House upon
the return of so many members repre-
senting the woldfields; and 1 can assure
those hon. members that I will doall I
can to further the industry which has
raised this colony fromn ohscuut\ to yreat-
ness.
have had the privilege of a tour through
a portion of the goldfields; and T llawl:
made it my special wim to enguire auong
the mining population their views with
reference to the Coolgardic water scheme.
I found there was a diversity of opinion,
but that it simply resolved itself into
this, that those gentlemen who, like

Mg, HALL : The wmouney, as I say,
was misapplied. [ Mg, IipiNncworTH -
I know that.! On the Coolgardie water
scheme it is propused to expend only

£2,500.000, and vet hon. members are

. found to object to supply with water

Since my return to 'P‘l,rlnmt:nt I.

the source of all owr prosperity. The
conduct of such hon. members 15 not
fair.  In frving to persuade  others
they seem  to have convineed them-
selves that the scheme is bad.  Hon.
members on  the opposite side seem
to have wmistuken noise for argument.
and having persuaded themselves that
their view is the true one, as no doubt
they have, I aum willing to give them the
benefit of the doubt by assuming they
have convineed themselves, and believe
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they are right. There is vnly vne other
matter I would like to mention, and that
is the Fremanile flogging case. Much
has been said of it—indeed I think teo
much has been said-—but allowing that
the sentence may have been tou severe,
yet that sentence was imposed by the
magistrate, and not by the Attorney
General. T think the Attorney Geuneral
would not have been doing his duty to
the country if he had mitigated that
sentence in uny way, for the only way to
prevent some men from committing crime
i8 to use the **cat,” and had the Attorney
General been so weak as to listen to the

pleadings of the deputation, then I say -
the prison at Fremantle would have been

in a state of anarchy, because it is well-

known' that some-of the prisoners were °

making wagers of tobaceco that their
friends on the deputation would get them
off the punishment—that is while in
prison. I think that, instead of blaming

the Attorney General, he deserves the

thanks of all law-abiding citizens. Gen-
tlemen, I thank you for the way in which
you have listened to me.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) : I desire to '

congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, upon as-
suming again the honowable position you
have so lony filled; and as one of the
older members of the House, since Re-
spousible Government was introduced, 1
can cordially endorse the words of other
members in reference to the great ability
with which you have filled the position.
My reason for rising at this stage of the
debate, is to set at rest a matter veferved
to during my absence, in regard to rail-
way rates and management in connection
with the carriage of ores from the gold-
tields to Fremantle. T do not rise for

the purpose of debating this question. but,
for setting at rest some differences which -

have arisen in connéction with this mutter,
and to point out that what has beenalready
stated with regard to the reason why
there has been a falling off in the returns

of gold, which has been attributed to

the discouragement of the carriage of
vres on the railways, can he refuted by
me in a few words. The member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
stated that the apparent diminution ju
the gold returns wus due to the discour-
aging effect of the milway rates for the
curriage of ore.  Now this question of the
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carrisge of ore is one in which I have
taken great interest, und I have done my
best to encourage the increase of that
trafficc. When 1t was first proposed to
the department to carry low-grade ores.
the understunding was that they would
be carried to Fremauntle for being shipped
to smelting works at Wallaroo, near
Adelaide, and it was mentioned then thut
these would be low grade ores.

Mr. Vosper: Low-grade ores tuo e
sent to Adelaide!

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Yes; the ores were to be carried
to Fremantle in bags ot 16s. a ton at
owners’ risk, on the understanding that
the trucks which were cavrying merchan-
dise up to Kalgoorlie should be used in
this traffic for back-loading down to Fre-
mantle, and the rate being the ordinary
trafic rate charged by the department
for goods carried at owners’ risk. After
some negotintion with the department, as
to taking the responsibility for loss in
transit, if any, it was proposed that the
depurtment should accept the risk by
charging at the cluss p rate, namely 36s.
u ton for ores carried to Fremuntle. As
to alleged losses in trunsit, I may say
that although sowe claims have been
made for losses in regard to these ores,
and in one instance a claim was made for
wlleged Joss of 1601bs. of ore as shortage.
veb there is no cvidence forthcoming up
to the present to show that o loss did
occur in this or any other consignment
during transit 10 Fremantle. We were
informed that in one consignmnent some

" shortage had taken pluce at Fremantle;

but it was afterwards found that, on the
ore being turned out at Adelaide, the
number of bags was quite correct, and
therefore no shortage actually oceurred in
that case. Tt seems that the cousignor
had expected there would be some short-
age, and consequently he was endeavour-
ing to protect himself Ly making a claim

_in advance for shortage that had not

actually ocenrred.  Now, if the depart-
ment were to accept the responsibility for
loss or shortage m the transit of gold
ores, and we charged only at the low rate
of 16s. a ton from Kalgoorlie to Fre-
maatle, it will be evident that, considering
the high value of these ores, as much as
£240 to £250 sterling per waggon load,
the senders of this valuable property
showld surely take some portion of the



