
GPartment of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Horn Martin A1dridge MLC asked:

I) I 1<:1'er to the 'Better Beginnings - Early Literacy 'program on Page 220 of Budgei
Pqper 3, and I ask. .

a) I note the sign4/ic@"I redt, at^^n trill, riding 10 Ihe program and seek clan/icciion on
how Iheprogr"in change 10 meet the revised allocation?

Answer: Under the previous govenrrnent this program had no funding beyond 2017-
18. Funding for the program has now been secured for three years.

The State Library of WA is working with the Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development to detennine how the program will be delivered under the
revised funding allocation.

b) mat services, IOC"it'ons and regions will be of'ecied by the ch@"ge?

Answer: refer to (a)

Page Number 220 of
Budget Paper 3
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partment of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Hon Martin A1dridge I\,:LC asked:

2) I refer to Ihe Entry Sidlemeni und Signagejbr Bunbz, ry ' on Page 222 of Bardgei Payer
3, and I ask. .

c) PIe^seprovtde business easelbr the prey'ect?

Answer: The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development will be
working with the City of Bunbury to further develop and define the project

b) How was the prey;ectprioriti^ed?

answer: This project is an election coinniiinient.

q) 17/10 will be the recipient of the $200,000?

answer: The City of Bunbory

41 At what locations will the prey'ect apply?

answer: The project will be based in the City of Bunbury

Page Number 222 of
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Hon Martin A1dridge I'm, C asked:

3) I yell'81 10 Bz, dgel Paper 3, Page 224 Reino!e Swimming Pools ' and I ask. .

a) Wiltch locations will be bendici'unes of the 815.5 mill^^n Progrcm?

answer: Balgo and Kalumbum

b) Irknt services o infrastrwctt, re will be allocated to each prey'ect?

answer: The new Balgo facility will be allocated access to a reliable and potable
water supply, an electricity supply, telephone, and sewer.

Kalumburu requires site selection platming and a feasibility study before service
requirements can be confirmed.

qi IPhot consuliation occurred with the communities identified in (a) prior to the
annoi!ricement?

Page Number 224 of
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Answer: Balgo: In 2015, the fomier Housing Authority initiated planntng of the
Balgo Pool Project, which involved direct consultation with the Wirrimanu (Balgo)
Aboriginal Corporation (WAC). Agreement was reached with WAC on site
selections for the pool and the pool manager's house.

The Housing division of the Department of Communities (Housing) is plainting to
re-engage the community in October 2017 to finalise project parameters.

Kalumburu: The Member for Kimberley consulted with community elders prior to
the aimouncement. Housing plan to engage with Kalumburu Aboriginal Corporation
and the Aboriginal Lands Trust (ALT) in the coming weeks.



Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Horn Martin A1dridge I'm. ,C asked:

4) lye:f"er 10 BudgeiPqper 3, Page 218, the 'State Agriculture Telecommunication
Infrasir"erure Improvement Fund ' and / ark. .

Q) How was the $2.7 mill^^n expended in 2016-17?

Answer: The 2.7 million was not expended in 2016-17.

b) Is this progr"in the same OS the "^gric"irure Telecommunications Fund' re-
announced by the Minister on 20 July 2017 by media stalemenr?

answer: Yes

dy 11'1/41 will the $22 mill^^rillnd be allocated to and by whatprocess?

answer: The $22 million will be allocated to innovative connectivity solutions to
advance telecommunications infrastructiire and technology in agricultural and
pastoral regions across Western Australia. The funding will leverage industry
investment to support innovative agricultural practices and technologies. I held an
industry forum to help chart the path forward as a result of this forum. The
Govellunent Chief infonnation Officer is leading an infrastructure audit. The result
of the audit will infomn the next step.

Page Number 218 of
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Hon Martin A1dridge I\ILC asked:

5) I refr" to B"ofg^ip"per 3, Pag, 221 'LIFE Regi, "o1 Sth. ,id^^,, ' and/ usk,

Q) 17nai will theft, rids be arsed/br?

Answer: The "TAFE Regional Subsidies" will be used to support cost premiums
associated with providing vocational education and training in regional Western
Australia.

b) What I'S bel'"g subs^dised?

Answer: The cost premiums associated with the delivery of vocational education and
training in regional Western Australia, include

. Regional-specific salary award conditions;

. Maintaining training viabinty by supporting smaller class sizes in regional
areas'

. Supporting proportionally higher base staffing costs noting lower economies
of scale for regional centres;

. Contribution to housing costs for staff eligible under Goveitnnnent Regional
Officer Housing policies; and

. Goods purchase loading to acknowledge the higher costs to purchase goods in
regional areas,

Page Number 227 of
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

^STIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

nori Martin A1dridge I'm, C asked:

41 I refer to Badget Paper 3, P"ge 227 und I ask. '

For 2017-18 and each year of the 16nu"rd esiimaies please demi! Ihe ploy'ec!s It^ted
under 1.1dmi"is!eyedltems ' which requireji, riherpla""ing?

Answer: Items covered under the Administered Items relate to those projects where further
planimng and business case development is required to confinn the project cost, timing and'or
responsible agency.

The breakdown of the projects under Administered Items are:
. Broome Senior High School
. Bunbury Hospital - Stage I of Upgrade
. Bunbory Port Planning
. Collie Crisis and Transitional ACcoinniodation

. Collie Hospital Rebuild

. Coriumunity Chest Grants Scheme

. Coral Bay Key Worker Housing - provision for headworks

. Dardanup Catholic School - upgr. ade

. Develop Serviced Land at Lumsden Point

. Dialysis at Newman Hospital

. Enhanced and Mobile Bushfire Prediction Technology

. Establish two One Stop Hubs to simplify access to domestic violence services

. Geraldton Health Campus Redevelopment

. Goldfields Emergency Telehealtti

. Infrastructure Audit and hivesmient Fund - Operational

. 10sie Fader - Juvenile Justice Report implementation

. Kalgoorlie Motorsports Precinct

. Kiinberley Mobile Dialysis Unit

. Mt!jor Upgrade to Collie TAEE

. Mental Health beds - Geraldton - 12 Acute and 8 sub-acute

. Meth Action Plan- Kimberley AOD Residential Rehabilitation & Treatrnent Service

. MRI Scanner Kalgoorlie

. Preston River to Ocean Regional Park
o Protect the Fitzroy River - Fitzroy River National Park
. Regional Grants Scheme
, Renewable energy coriumiiments
. South West Emergency Rescue Helicopter Service
. TAFE colleges into industry Skill centres

Page Number 227 of
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Two-Year Electronic Moultothig Trial
Valley View Aged Care Centre - upgrade
VET regional Partnership program



ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

epartment of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Horn Martin A1dridge I'm, C asked:

7:1 I refer to Budget Paper 3. Chapter 7 and I ask. .

a) 17hct. /11ndi"g fins been "110c"red in 2017-18 grid the/binard estimates to support
grainf. eig/lirailinfrastructure or service investment?

131 orthose ide?,!ined lit (11) how ingny will be spec4ficolfy, relevant to the tier 3 grain
freight rail networks?

Answer:

NO Royalties for Regions funding has ever been allocated to grain freight rail.

The Liberal National Court Goverirrnent privatised the grain rail lines in 2000,
promising that from that time private sector investment would maintain the lines.

Our Govennnent is currently considering how this rail infrastructure can be made
available to the industry at competitive prices.

Chapter 7
Budget Paper 3



Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Hon Martin A1dridge I\in, C asked:

8. 17<1er to Budget Foyer 2, Page 287 and references 10 Mochi"eiy of GoverningitI
changes ' and '.... rebz, ildi"g Ihe sidle Is agricMlturol science, research and
development capobililies I grid I ask:

@) Normg Ihe merger of the/briner Dayarimeni of, gric, ,!t, ,re und Food into the
Departmeni of Primary Industries and Regional Development, what is the number of
FTE' within the new depqrtme"t dedib@redio agrict, litre grid/bod/ifnciio"s?

answer: in 20 17- 18 the FTE that relates to the Agriculture and Food functions are
detailed in Services 4 to 9 and totals to a budget maximum of 1036.

b) liftai was the FTE sign"g levelprovidedio the/briner Departme"I of Agricz, 1/11re
and Food In the 2015-16 and 2016-17 budgetyears?

Answer The 2015-16 and 2016-17 FTEs totals were 987 (actual) and 997 (estimated
actuals) respectively.

Page Number 287 of
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ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Horn Martin A1dridge I'm, C asked:

9. Irefer to Budget Pqper 2, Page 287 und, specifically the reference io "Machinery of
Governmeni cho"ges ", rind I ask with respect to eoch Regional Development
Commission. .

(0) Has there been " 3140?rig redt, c!ion as result of the fell'orm process?

answer: No. There has been no reduction in the number of positions located with
each Regional Development Coinmission as a result of the Machinery of
Goverritnent process.

(b) ^'yes to (a) at which location has stay'increased or ofecreQsed andplease
provide the title of the position SI, ^ject to the change.

answer: Not applicable,

(4) Which adjces have been closed und idenij6. , those that have been relocated
into other departme?lidl qffices?

Page Number 287 of
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Answer:

Six staff from the Pilbara Development Commission have relocated from
West Perth to level 12, 140 William Street, Perth, GOTdon Stephenson House.

HQve any adjces vQc"ted that have ongoing lease arrangements?(4)

answer: No

(12) !i'"yes to (tl) what is the remaining term and expected cos! of!he lease?

answer: Not applicable.

69 What costs have been incurred !o of die grid cre expected in relation to adjce
relocation?

answer $760.00 in removal costs.

10



Department of Primary Ind"stries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

HDn Martin kidridge I'm, C asked:

10.11<1er 10 Bardgel Paper 3, Page 218 'Regional Telecommtinicdiions Prey'ec! ' und Budge!
tv"ormuiion Pack under Regionq! myesimen!s '$40m myesime"jin regional
relecommz, "teations to improve access to services ' and I ask

a) What will the $40 mill^^" be allocated to?

Answer: The funding has been allocated to Western Australia's contribution towards
the partnership with the Coriumonwealth under the national Mobile Black Spot
Program Round I and 2.

b) Does Ihisprq/'ec! inclwde the $22 million 1:1gric"irurnl Telecommunications Fund'
referenced in the Minister 's media state meni on 20 July 2017 gridpreviot, sly
announced by tile/briner Liberal-Nation"Igovemment on 28 January 2017?

answer: No

4.1 How innc/, funding hQs been allocated to implement und install nav mobile
toIecomm, ,,, fog!, bins lowers across regional Western AUSir"I^^ in qdchTio, I to those
already announced by the/briner Liberal-Notional Government under the program?

Page Number 218 of
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Answer:

This was a combined Federal-State program. intrie 2016 Federal election, the
Liberal-National government made a unilateral decision about projects to be funded
- only seven of the 125 projects identified nationally werein WA and our view is
that as WA is being treated so poorly, we expect these to be fully funded by the
Coriumonwealth.
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ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Department of Primary Irudustries and Regional Development

Horn Martin A1dridge I'm, C asked:
11. I refer to Budge! Paper No. 2, Volume I, Pg. 299 grid specifically a 14erence to a

$3.3 mill^^11 once-of'gran! 10 the Surf'Life Saw'"glissoci"tion of Western Allstralz^
grid I ask. .

(0) 17hn! is the grani intendedfor?

Answer: The grant is intended to provide for the following services
conducted by Surf Lifesaving Western Australia (SLSWA) at metropolitan
Perth beaches, and in the South West:

. Aerial patrols, including helicopter surveillance program and drone
surveillance program

. Lifeguard services - rescue and surveillance services

. Jet ski patrol and response team

The grant is to offset salary and operational costs incurred by SLSWA in the
delivery of these services.

(b) When will the grant be made?

answer: The grant has been made,

(<) How will the Dep"rtment ensure flint Ihe grant is only expended on goods
grid services to hen, ;fit regional surfl!fes"ving clubs?

Answer: The grant relates to services in the metropolitan area and the South
West. The grant will be managed ititougli reporting requirements by the
grantor, the Department of Primary industries and Regional Development.

(d) 17'111yowprovide ihe business casefor the expend^^arye offInds?
Answer: No

(e) ly"'"o to @), why nut?

Answer: The considerations with respect to the provision of the grant were
subject to Cabinet deliberations. in any event the funding is continuing a
suite of services many of which have been operating for a number of years
and were supported by the previous Government.

Page Number 299 of
Budget Paper 2
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Horn Diane Evers ^^in, C asked:

I refer to Budget Paper 2, 1'011!me I -..

(0) And the lost bulletpot"t on page 287. .

(1) MMt will be the totalIIJndr"g in 2017-18 grid over the forwQrd
es!jingles/61 1/1e shark hazard minga!ion measures 11^!ed here, .

answer: The total funding for shark hazard mitigation within the
Department of Primary industries and Regional Development in
2017-18 and over the period of the forward estimates is $10,827
million.

In addition, another $1.35 million has been allocated across the
forward estimates to the Department of Local Goveitnnent, Sport and
Cultural industries for funding of the Beach Emergency Numbering
system.

(74) Could the Government pleaseprovide dejails of the progress of the
trial rebatefor personalshark deterrents, including,

64) How many app!It"lions/br lire reb"!e there hqve been, .

answer: 650 as at loam Thursday 28 September 2017

(B) Is tile rebare now available for the devicejbr surfers OS well
us Ihe device/br divers, '

Answer: There is only one device that has been approved for
the rebate, the Shark Shield Freedom 7. This device is best
suited to activities such as diving, snorkelling or kayaking
although nine rebate recipients have identified surfing as the
primary activity for which the product has been purchased.
The MCGowan Goveni, lient looks forward to scientifically
tested products, designed for surfboards, being made eligible
for the rebate program,

(C) How many people have received rebates, . and

answer: 647 as at loam Thursday 28 September 2017.

(D) ly"available, a breakdown of the rippficQ"ts by gender, . age,
and geographic location, ' and

Page Number 287 of
Budget Paper 2
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Answer: The gender of rebate applicants was not recorded.
The following two tables provide the age range and
geographic location of applicants.

Age Range

Under 18

I 8 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 65

Over 66

Number of applicants

4

39

129

186

164

98

30

Postcode

6000

6003

6004

6005

6006

6007

6009

6010

6011

6012

6014

6015

6016

6018

6019

6020

6021

6023

6025

6026

6027

6028

6029

6030

6031

6035

6036

6037

6038

6044

6050

6051

Number of applicants

2

2

5

3

8

12

8

7

6

2

11

5

12

5

6

16

4

19

9

12

2

4

2

3

4

4
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6052

6053

6055

6056

6057

6058

6059

6060

6061

6062

6064

6065

6066

6069

6070

6071

6076

6082

6083

6100

6101

6102

6103

6105

6107

6108

6110

6111

6112

6121

6122

6123

6135

6147

6148

6149

6150

6151

6152

6153

6154

6155

6156

6157

6158

6159

6160

5

2

5

3

3

14

3

2

6

5

2

3

3

6

6

9

6

13

4

3

3

8

2

2

4

3

5

6

16

10

11

6

3

4
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6162

6163

6164

6166

6167

6168

6169

6170

6171

6172

6173

6174

6175

6180

6207

6208

6210

6211

6225

6230

6232

6233

6237

6239

6262

6271

6275

6280

6281

6282

6285

6290

6302

6306

6312

6328

6330

6333

6341

6342

6346

6428

6450

6511

6516

6525

6530

3

25

11

3

2

13

16

2

11

7

4

3

2

3

2

13

2

4

19

5

7

3

2

7

7

2

3

13

2

12

16

16



6531

6532

6536

6537

6701

6714

6721

6722

6725

6751

6753

6799

6909

6923

(iru Does tile Governmen! consider the reba!e scheme has been a success
and does it plan to extend it? Inno, wily not; and

answer: As at loam on 28 September 2017 aimost 650 Western
Australians had received a $200 rebate for the purchase of the Shark
Shield Freedom 7 device. The MCGowan Government coriumitted to

providing 1,000 rebates to protect those most at risk of shark attack,
surfers and divers and, with only 350 reinaiiting since the rebate
launch in May, the scheme has clearly been a success. A budget
allocation of $200,000 has been madein 2017-18 and 2018-19 to fund
the rebate. This will allow for additional devices specifically
designed to protect surfers to be included in the scheme, subject to
such a device being scientifically tested, peer reviewed and approved
by the Department of Primary industries and Regional Development.

With reference 10 Ihe litre i!em 'Shark Moniiori"g Network ' on page 298, will
tile Government please out/^he how the existing deteciio" devices and
receivers in lire oceu" und associated equipme"! will be maintained and
replaced when they wear o"t?

Answer: The receivers which comprise the Shark Monitoring Network (27)
have been replaced between 2013-14 and 2016-17.1t is anticipated that the
primary equipment has a life span of 7- I 0 years under nonnal operating
parameters with annual maintenance. The capital budget of the Department of
Primary Industries and Regional Development includes funding across the
forward estimates (of $75,000 per aimum). Major capital replacement costs
will be budgeted within the capital program for the Department of Primary
industries and Regional Development within the relevant budget cycle.

2

3

6

2

7

2

3
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ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Department of Frimarylndustries and Regional Development

Hon Diane Evers MLC asked:

2. With rel'ere"ce topage 293, Service 5, Note I the delay in extoln@14/11, "dedprqject, , as
a result of the need 10 yeprioritise work commitments to meet high priority emerging
Issues:

a) initch prey'eels figve been delayed?

Answer: A number of the fomier Department of Agriculture and Food' s (DAFWA)
approximately 90 projects have suffered delays to varying extents over the last few
years' This is an accepted and necessary part of DAFWA's (and Deparinient of
Primary Industries and Regional Development's) action plan, in which scheduled
work is set aside for higher priority emergency responses if and as required.

b) mint is the esiim"led lime/br completion?

Answer: Recently affected projects have either been completed, Tenmied or are now
retuniing to schedule and most will be completed within the scheduled timeframes.
The contracts are managed as a whole of life averaging from three to five years'

q) Has the ddny caused any reduction or withdrQwa/ dyexter"alit, ,Iding?
answer: No.

41 Whot are the high priority emerging issues that resulted in the delqys?

answer: Over the last two years the then DAFWA experienced a significant increase
in the number of emergency situations that required direct management to protect the
state's agriculture and food sector, and to ensure access to export markets. These
have included the Cucumber Green Moule Mosaic Virus, Australian Plague Locusts,
Green Snail, Russian Wheat Aphid and the Tomato Potato Psyllid. We have also
provided responses to tires at Myalup, Waroona and ESPeranCG; and flooding at
Camarvon and ESPeranCG, These incidents have consumed large numbers of staff
hours throughout the 20/6/17 financial year resulting in delays to some externalIy
funded projects. Other impacts to projects include delays in having contracts
negotiated and signed; sub agreements with third parties not finalised; delays in
engaging staff; and some seasonal setbacks to weather-dependent trials.

rage Number 293 of
Budget Paper 2
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Hon Dinne Evers I\ILC asked:

3. With reference to pQge 293, Service 6, Note I gridihe 'delay in I^fitfulIdedprq/eels us a
res"11 of the need to reprioriii:re work commitments to meet high priority emerging
issues '.

4.1 II'hich prey'eels frove been delqyed?

Answer: A large number of the then Department of Agriculture and Food's projects
were delayed to varying extents. These include:

I, Boosting Biosecurity Defence subproject piloting new techntques to control and
eradicate fruit fly (meany) in Camarvon.

ii. Three technologyenabled surveillance subprojects of the BIOSecurity Research
and Development Fund (BRDF) project, which provides funding for developing
management solutions for significant pests and diseases.

in, Two grant-awarding programs (Grower Group Research and Development
Grants - Round 2; industry Grants for international Competitiveness) delivered
by the Agricultural Sciences Research and Development Fund Project.

Iv. A component of the Potato industry Adjustrnent Project administered by the
Department of Primary Industries and Reginal Development (DPIl^) - being a
Cabinet-approved grant of $2 million to the Potato Growers' Association of W, A.
(inc. ) to undertake industry-related activities developed by the Potato industry
Adjusinient Working Group.

Page Number 293 of
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79 1171"I is the esttm"!ed lime/br coinple!ion?

Answer: The impact of delays on completing times is outlined below for the four
examples set out above.

I. The Camarvon medfly sub-project was originally expected to be completed by
December 2017 andis now estimated to be completed in December 2018.

11. The BanF funded subprojects were all due to Grid in March 2017 and will now
all end in December 2017.

in. Delays to the grants programs have not materialIy affected their overall timelines,
with all funded projects expected to be completed by the original deadline of 31
March 2019.

Iv, The Potato industry Adjusiment Project, work scheduled to June 2017 has not
been completed; and DPRID is working with the Potato Growers' Association to
find a remedy. This is expected to result in a six month delay in the timing of the
overall project.
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g) What ore the fir^h priority emerging issues that resulted in the delays?

Answer: As above, the major emerging issues related to incursions of Cucumber
Green Mottle Mosaic Virus, Australian Plague Locusts, Green Snail, Russian Wheat
Aphid and the Tomato Potato Psyllid; and responses to fires at Myalup, Waroona
and ESPerance and flooding at Camarvon and ESPer anCG. For example:

i. The eradication of medfly from Camarvon subproject was delayed in early
2015 when rains from Cyclone 01wyn flooded Cainarvon town site and the
surrounding horncultoral area. This delayed the start of the project by six
months.

11. The BanF funded subprojects were delayed by the Tomato Potato Psyllid
incident response, with key staff being required to work on the response.

Other impacts to projects include delays in having contracts negotiated and signed;
sub-agreements with third parties not being finalised; delays in engaging staff;
seasonal setbacks to weather-dependent projects; and the in-coming government*s
review of existing Royalties for Regions projects.
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Department of Primary Industries and Regio"alDevelopment

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Hon Diane levers MLC asked:

4. With rel'eyence to page 295, Service 8. .

a) No!e I rel'ers 10 the fed/!ocoiion of intern"I resources towards biosecwrity
incidents{'

41 what bibsec"rity, incidents (litchidrng risks or bre"che. $) were ident4/ied in IPA in
2014-15,2015~16 and 2016-17, .

Answer: DPIRD's Agriculture and Food division responds to biosecutity risks
and breaches on a daily basis and as part of its core business; the majority of risks
or breaches are not treated as an incident.

All incident may occur at an isolated, regional, state or national level; and the size
and complexity of each incident can vary significantly.

The table below sinnmarises a number of the fonner DAFWA led biosecurity
incidents between 2014-15 and 2016-17.

Fin

year

Page Number 295 of
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2016

Regions
infected
jin acted

Incursion of WA and
Johnes other

disease (ID) states/
in cattle Kimberley
(WA and
other states)

Incident

title

Threat

type

2015
&

2016

Disease

Mediterrane WA and

an fruit fly other
states/Ord
River

Irrigation
Area

Queensland WA and
Fruit Fly other

states/(Qfly)
metro &

Swan

Action taken

2016
&

2017

I . Cattle from infected Queensland
properties traced and tested.
2. implemented and administered
property quarantine and management
plans to maintain negligible prevalence in
WA.

3. Managed eradication program of high
risk livestock and compensation payment
to owners.

4. Maintained surveillance.

I . Delimit infest ation in Kmiunurra.

2. Developed control I eradication
options.
3. Carried out eradication program

insect

pest

insect

pest

I . Delimit infest ation in metro area.

2. Developed controlleradjcation options.
3 . implemented quarantine, inspection,
treatment and eradication measures

4. Stakeholders/community
collnnunications for en a Ginent.
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2016

&

2017

insectEasternRussian

wheat aphid states, with pest
(RWA) national

implicatio
IV

national

incident

2016

&

2017

5. Eradication of Qfly in area.
6. fin Iemented surveillance Ian,

I. Developed a pre-emptive response plan
if RWA detected in WA (including
response triggers)
2. Developed and implemented a
surveillance strategy
3. Maintained effective coinmunication

with stakeholders as situation developed
to ensure goof engagement to maxiiiiise
likelihood of earl detection

Disease I. Worked closely with pigeon industry to
respond to detection of novel rotavirus
2. Comprehensive diagyiostic study with
significant surveillance I sampling
3. Biosecurity advice to minimise impact
of the virus on WA i eon indus

Declared I. Engaged industry, coriumunity and
goverirrnent to support response efforts.pest
2. Negotiated entry conditions for WA
strawberries to re-open interstate markets.
3. inspection and advisory services to
WA strawberry growers re new interstate
movement requirements.
4. Developed'implemented online training
for accreditation of iris ectors.

I. Surveyed >30% of cucurbit growers
and host species to delimit the extent of
infestation.

2. Worked industry to implement on-farm
biosecurity measures.
3. Facilitated development of WA
inaria Ginent Ian with indus

Declared I. Conducted targeted surveillance of
APL hatchings to verify density.pest
2. Developed control thresholds.
3. inforrned industry, coinmunity and
goveTimient on effective management.
4. Provided assistance scheme to support
landholders to treat APL.

Novel

rotavirus in

pigeons

2017

WA and

other
states/

state

Green snail WA, with
nationaruIn

strawberties state

implicatio
ns

Cucumber

Green
Moule

Mosaic
Virus

WA and

other

states, with
national'st

ate

implicatio
us

Australian State WA
and otherPlague

Locust states

APL is an(APL) -
2016 Spring 'inuptive

nativeResponse
species'
rather than

exotic

WA, with
national

implicatio
ns/multi-

regional

plant

disease

Tomato

P otato

Psyllid
(TPP)

Insect

pest

I . Delimit TPP infest ation in the metro

and regional areas.
2. Develop controlleradjcation options
3. Assess options/criteria for pest free
places or areas.
4. Developed feasible BCA.
5. interstate movement controls.

6. Develo ed Ie isIative framework.
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2017

&

2018

Influenza A WA and
otherin pigs
states I
State

2017

&
2018

Potato

Dickeya
dianthicola

(FDD)

Virus

7. Led national development of transition
to mana ement Ian.

I . Confinned virus infection.

2. implemented nationally agreed
response strategy.
3. intensive surveillance and movement

controls.

4. Worked to minimise animal risks with

minimal Indus jin act.

I. Delennine species diagnosis.
2. Delimit the PDD infest at ion.

3. Developed containment!'control options
while minimising economic impacts.
4. Collaborated with WA and national

industry and goven"merit.
5. Developed rapid diagyiostic capacity.
6. Detennined if eradication was

economically feasible.
7. Developed legislative framework.
8. Led development of transition to
mana ement Ian.

WA, with
national

implicatio
ns/state

Plant

disease

to what action was token/by each i"cident (, hell, ding risks or breaches) in (4),'

Answer: Refer to the table above.

it41 what was file cost of "ction in (i4i. '

Answer: The cost for each incident varied considerably depending on the period,
type and number of resources involved. Accurate costings are not available for
each incident. However, by way of example, the estimated cost for the Russian
wheat aphid response was around $35 000, whereas the operating costs for the
Tomato Potato Psyllid incident was $23 million. These costs do not include a
staffin-kind contribution.

The most recent major response, for the Potato Dickey@ of, 'q"!hico/a plant disease,
cost $1,037 millionin total of which nearly $735 000 was antibutable tom-kind
salary and overtime costs.

i, ? Ib, 2014-15,2015-16 und 2016-17, whatp^, caning^ of tire/bun^" D^portm, "t of
Agricultt, re and Food 11:4 Is total expend^^Mre wasjbr biosecz, Itty, I'Mcidents
fincl"of^^g risks or bredc/, es).'

Answer: Resources are allocated to scheduled activities with the understanding
that, if a significant situation does arise, then resources will be Teassigried and the
delivery of lower-priority services may be postponed or abandoned

b) Noie 2 r<Iers to un increase in e;:, pendi!"re relaied 10 the ingnqgemen! of " number of
I'm budgeted bibsecL, lily, incidents in 2016-17.

@ How mus/I e. :^pendz7"re is budge!ed/br in relation 10 biosec"rity incidents In
2077-18,2018-19 and 2019-20?
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answer: As outlined in (iv) above, no funding is set aside specifically for binsecutity
or other incidents other than an annual contribution to national response agreements,
as below.

WA contributes to national incidents approved under the Emergency Animal Disease
Response (BADRA), Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed (BPFRD) and National
Environmental Biosecurity Response 0.4EBRA) Agi'Gements. These contractual
arrangements bring together the Con^nonwealth, state and territory goverirrnents and
livestock and plant industry groups to collectively and significantly increase
Australia's capacity to prepare for and respond to emergency animal and plant
diseases and pests.

The contribution for 20 17-18 is budgeted at $ I million, which is the nominal annual
starting point, with the figure being adjusted according to need. Contributions in
2015-16 and 2016-17 were $1,019 million and $1,014 million respectively

<. 1 Given the delays in prey'ects under services 5 and 6 ore due 10 the need 10 redirec!
expendiit, re to biosec"rity incl'dents, will tile department!s CMrrent gridforecost
btidget allocctio"s enable it 10 coniint, e 10 deftver core services ill then, !"re winlst
atso responding to bibsecttri^,?

answer: The capability to detect an emergency biosecority pest or disease early and
respond effectiveIy and efficaciously is a fundamental biosecority deliverable,

It is acknowledged that in the event of an incident, resources will need to be
reallocated. This inevitably means that other core activities must be prioritised, with
the potential for some lower priority activities either not being delivered or being
delayed during the incident response.
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Ho" Diane Evers MLC asked:

5. With 74erence to the deftveiy of 19 recommenddtions "s detuiled in the Animal Welfare
Review report on page 295, Service 8, Note I. .

a) How indriy recommendqtio"s ure still o1, ism"ding grid whoi are they?

answer: Work is continuing on all recoinmendations.

b) 1171at time/'fame lis expected/by the implementation of outstond!'rig
recommend@!ions?

answer: There is a variable timerrame for implementation depending on the
complexity of each recommendation. All are expected to be implemented within the
span of funding approved by the previous government (i. e. four years beginning in
2016-In.

4.1 Are tilere any recommendations the government will not be implementi"g grid 4'50
wharfs the reuson/by 11^^ decisibn?

answer: All reconrrnendations are being progressed.

Page Number 295 of
Budget Paper 2
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ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Ho" Diane Evers I'M. ,C asked:

6. With lei'ereiice 10 page I O of Budget paper I the Treasurer 's speech and fhe Iran, $1er of
$861 million of region"IPIogr""rs that were ce, ZIF@/!y/"rided to the Royalt^8316r
reg, ons:

q) Will@genei'es that receive/it"ding/Or theseprogr"ms now be required 10 submit a
b"siness case to Cabinet to accessfz, rids, similar to the previous requirements of the
Royalties for Regionsprogram?

Answer: A new process will be applied for state agencies consistent with the
treatment of all new State Government funded projects approved for Royalties for
Regions funding through the 20 17- 18 budget,

This process has been designed, recogriising that funding for these projects has
already been approved by Government whilst ensoring appropriate governance and
the principles of the Royqli^es/br Regions Act 2009 are upheld

b) 1171tti reporting is required by agencies now receiving these/jinds throngh Royal
for Regions (I^ milestones, acquittal process);

answer: Agencies will be required to provide:
All annual audited financial report (including a non-financial report on progress
of the project against established progress milestones and outcomes).
A cumulative financial expenditure report in March each year to track
expenditure of the Royalties for Regions Fund.
A final project report on completion of the project to acquit funding and outline
the achievement of intended milestones and outcomes.

91 Will this imp"ci rin agency ISI ability 10 provide 10"g toym fuermane"41 employment
grid require/ixed term contracts only, ' and

Answer: There will be no impact on existing contractual arrangements for these
projects.

Page N"inher 10 of
Budget Paper I
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41 How willfunding beyond the/brw"rd estimates be considered? Will agencies be
required to submit c bwsiness case/br the continuatz'on @1thefzinds in the outye"r
every budget or willprogram/jinding automatically role over?

Answer: Funding beyond the forward estimates will be considered by the
Expenditure Review Coinmittee through future budget processes with advice from
the Department of Primary industries and Regional Development and the
Department of Treasury.
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ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OFER, \TIONS COMMITTEE

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Mom Diane Evers Ilyn. ,C asked:

7. With 74erence 10 Budge!paper 2, page 286, the sipendt, ,g changes table details
paym^"t^ of $3.3 mill^in i" 2017-18 and $3.4 mill^bn in 2018-19/6r Surf'L;11, Say, itg
Western AUS!rclia patrols grid savings/?om a reduction of $250,000 perye"7170m
Shark Hazard Mitigation. .

to) why does/tindi"g/67 the SurfL;it? Saving cease in 2018-19, .

answer: The funding for Surf Life Saving WA aerial patrols was not budgeted
beyond 30 June 2017. The Government considered an urgent request for
continued funding and two years was considered an appropriate commitment.

(b) given Ihai$1,050,000 wqs shownjbr SharkH@zardMtt, ^at^^n in the 16117 budgei
for the threeyears, 16117,17118 grid18/19, where is the rein@jinhg $800,000
@11er the $250,000 budget savings)for each year in the curren! budge!; Qnd

answer: The remaining budget continues to fund the Department of Primary
industries and Regional Development's recurrent expenditure in delivering shark
mitigation services including the Shark Response Unit, shark notification systems
and the maintenance of the Shark Monitoring Network and its associated services.

(c) What are the governmeni 's plansjbr shark mmgoiioi, rind bedch sqfeo, beyond
2018-19 whenfunding/by denalp"frols dind surveillance ceases?

Answer: This Government is committed to public safety with a suite of shark
hazard mitigation initiatives based on science and with a focus on those most at
risk - divers and surfers

The approach taken by the Goveriunent is to work with stakeholders to ensure that
the strategies in place are making a difference and making use of the best
available scientific information and technology. The Govennnent will work
closely with SLSWA and other stakeholders in developing strategies for
2019-20 and out years,

Page N"inher 286 of
Budget Paper 2
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Horn Diane Evers I'mUC asked:

8. With 7<1ere, Ice to the Royalties/br Regions E. :;pendit"re table on pQge 222 of Budget
paper 3.

") 1171y hasf, ,"ding/or the Community Resources Centre reducedfrom $13 mill^^n in
2017-18 and 2018-19 to $8 mill^^" per an""in in 2019-20 grid 20120-21, .

Answer: The reduction in funding for the Community Resource Centre (CRC)
program is a result of the significant budgetary pressure the Government faces.

b) Will other resources be put in place to maintain the servicer provided by the
Community Resources Centres, . and

Answer: All CRCs have service deliver contracts in place for the next 18 months.

C, I Has " study been Mindertake" to determine tile value to the comint, rimt?s and to
Government I'M having services dell^ered to, gridprovided/br, communities by the
Community Resource Cenires?

Page Number 222 of
B"dget Paper 3

Answer: A review of the CRC program will be undertakenin 2018 focusing on CRC
function, location and value for money.

Technology and connectivity have changed enonnously since these centers were first
created as telecentres and it's time we took the opportunity to review the program to
ensure the best outcomes for regional Western Australians.

It is acknowledged that CRCs provide valuable services, but there is huge vanability
between individual CRCs in tenns of usage and the level of service offered. We also
need to take a reallook at the locations of our CRCs: there is a disparity in how
resources are allocated between the regions.

29



Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development Page Number 286-287
of Budget Paper 2

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Horn Diane Evers InnC asked:

9. With reference to the SIIgnj/ica"!Issues in Budget Paper 2, page 286-287:

a) Point 4 refers to OPPortt, nitz^316r growth as highli^fried in q 2017 survey of
agriculii, re grid/60d businesses:

i) Will the government please tuble Ihe survey or qdvise fitls available on fine?

answer: The survey referred to in Point 4 is long-running and fomis part of the
department's fonnal perforrnance assessment process. The survey has not been
made available over that period because its ongoing success depends on
industry's ongoing confidence in its complete confidentiality.

ii) ly"'"o1, will lire government please "of vise what new business OPPortt, ,litzt:!s in
global markets were identified by survey respondents?

answer: The survey question referred to in Point 4 asked respondents whether
they were more or less confident about the future of their business than they were
five years' Three out of four respondents answered that they were more
confident. The questions reflect respondents' overall views on their prospects
rather than specific opportunities.

I'it) Did survey respondents or the state governingn! idenijjj, aciions that the
government should undertake to enable business to access these opportunities?

Answer: See (11) above

ill, I ly"yes, what actions did survey respondents or the stole government suggest?

Answer: Not applicable.

I? What action does the governmeni miend 10 take 10 support agriculture und/bod
bus, '"esses wishing to access new OPPorttt"itI^s in global markets?

Answer: Helping agrifood businesses access new and more profitable markets is
central to the government's economic diversification agenda and DPIRD's
growth pillar. DPIRD's services 4,6 and 9 are geared towards helping the
industry change from a commodity to differentiated products; providing market
intelligence aligned with industry capability and competitive advantage; aligning
those products with the needs of premium markets; establishing the business
models needed to attract invesiment; and building business export capability and
capacity in global market opportunities.

vj) 1,710tf"rich'"g will the government provide to undertake Ihese gel^^"s?

Answer: As above, these actions fomi a in I\jor component of services 4.6 and 9,
which are collectively budgeted at $100.7lulllion in 2017-18,
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vii)ly"'none to (vj), why nol?

answer: Not applicable.

b) Point 7 refers to the government!spin" to double the value of the stole!s agrici, July"I
sector by 2025. .

i) Winche government pleaseprovide details of!he plan?

Answer: The specific goal of doubling the sector's value by 2025 was devised by
a meeting of industry leaders in 2013. Steps towards achieving this were set out
in the former DAFWA's 2013-17 Strategic Plan, DPIRD's approach towards
helping grow the sector will similarly be set out in its inaugural strategic plan.

ii) How muchfi!"ding will the government provide over tile flex! threeyeorsjbr
research !o support do"bfing the value of the sidle agric"!mre seeror?

Answer: DPIRD's research activities span its three pillars: growth, protection and
innovation; and thereis no clear boundary between whatis andis not 'research'.

The extent and direction of DIRPD's research agenda will be determined on the
basis of its forthcoming strategic plan. As a general indication, the overall2016-
17 research budget of the fonner DAFWA was $22.9 million.

ill) Please ridme the lese@Ich prey'ecis relci, itg 10 doubling the value of the
qgric!, Intralsecior altar the government will provide/tindrfor,

Answer: As above, a number of DPIRD's current suite of 86 agrifood projects
contribute to this goal, including: projects addressing land and water assessment;
digital connectivity; funding of industry-led agricultural sciences research and
development projects; identifying and gaining access to key Asian markets;
establishing horticulture growth partnerships; developing new biosecurity
diagnostics for market access; developing and diversifying the northern beef
industry; and supporting innovation in the WA food industry

91 Fomi eight 14ers to the imp"ci on the growing season resultingfrom low rail!full,
und tile provision of planning flybrmution and deci:310"-making tools to growers 10
inariqge lives!ock grid cropping programs, as well us ge"ring ZIP to adjust the level
and types of support qff'ered.

I) 11^dipl@"", itg 1,101mation grid decision 1001s is Ihe governmenl currenlb,
providing 101drmers?

Answer: The govennnent has established a network of automated weather
stations to moultor seasonal conditions and provide real time and historical data
for farm managers. Doppler Radars have also been established and up gladed to
provide access to decision making data during weather events. Development of
the econnected infonnation platfbnn will provide open access to weather data.
The government continues to provide seminars and infomiation via the DPIRD
website and media regarding the seasonal outlook; and the Growing Season
Resources page of the DPU<D website harnesses a range of technical infomiation
and tools to navigate the season. DPn^. D officers are also attending spring field
days and events, providing infonnation and advice
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it) What is the cost of the planning information grid decision tools that the
government currently provides and what i's their esiima!ed bendii10 the Western
Australian economy, in donor rel"rs?

answer: Economic analysis conducted as part of the Doppler Radar business
case indicates a return of at least $6 for every dollar invested from improved
chemical and fertilizer management decisions alone. Benefits also accrue to the
broader coriumunity from improved weather monitoring for emergency services
and transport operations. The projects support the agrifood sector as a whole;
therefore it is not possible to quantify expenditure specifically in respect of
weather events.

in) I'llct improvements to the level und types of support of'ered 10 growers 10
manage lives!ock grid cropping progra"us IIS the government intending to develop
grid implement?

Answer: Establishment of free new Doppler radars (Newdegate, North
Doodlakine and Watheroo), the upgrade of three existing coastal radars
(ESPeranCG, Geraldton and Albany) and increased service provided from
Serpentine will offjar complete Doppler radar coverage across the South-west
Land Division for the first time.

iv) How muchfz, riding will the government provide to develop andimplement these
improvemenis, grid what are the estimated benefits to the Western Allstr"lion
economy, in dollar terms?

answer: This govenunent will spend $5.2 million upgrading the existing coastal
Doppler radars over the next few years to complement the establishment of the
three new Doppler radars in Newdegate, North Doodlakine and Watheroo. The
invesinient in automated weather stations and Doppler radars is projected to
result in productivity improvements in excess of $ 13 0 million and improve the
international competitiveness of Western Australia's agrifood sector.

v) Please name the research prqjects the government intends toil, rid to improve
growers' ubilio, to "of"p! to c/jingle chq"ge Impacts, including decreasing
ini^I@"?

Answer: DPIRD's research activities span its three pillars: growth, protection and
innovation; and there is no clear boundary between what is and is not 'research'.
It is not possible to quantify research expenditure specifically directed at
adaption to climate change impacts. Both the Doppler project and econnected
project incorporate weather data and analytics to support decision making in
agritbod businesses.

The grains research and innovation program develops essential kilowledge and
decision support tools for agribusiness and growers to address seasonal
conditions and weather vanability from across its suite of projects. The range of
online tools to support crop management decisions include statistical seasonal
forecasting, sowing and floweting times, fertiliser requirements, soil water use,
yield predictions and extreme weather events.

32



vi) How much/tinding will the government providejbr each offhese c/jingle chq"ge
adaptation research prey'ects?

Answer: It is not possible to quantify research expenditure specifically directed
at climate change adaptation research. The intnority of research projects either
have a climate change adaptation component or consider climate change
implications in their design and objectives. Many projects are supported by
external partners, including considerable co-investment by the Grains Research
and Development Corporation, which makes possible the many decision support
tools and services provided to farm and agiibusiness.
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Mori Diane Evers I^^it, C asked:

10. 1/4erio RoyalI^esforRegions E'.:;pendit"re Table on PCge 224 of Budgetpnper 3:

") Why msji, rid^^g ceusedjb" Regio""Icont", s Der, laymant Pl""^from 2018-19
onwards?

Answer: Funding has been directed towards other priorities.

b) 111'th reference to the $4 million dollars budgeted/br Regioncl Centres Development
Pmns 2017-18:

41 How will this be spent, . and

Answer: The funding will support key regional centres to drive innovation, economic
growth andjob creation.

ip In winbh regional centres, Pilbara Cines and Super Towns will these/", Ids be
spent?

Page Number 224 of
Budget Paper 3

Answer: This is yet to be detennined.

41 Will all regional centres, Pilb"ra Cities, grid Super Towns identified in !he Region"/
Centres Development Plan receive funding to complete and Qsstst WITh the
implementorio, , of!heir Growth Plans?

answer: The 2017-18 Royalties for Regions budget provides over $4 billion of
funding in the regions, much of this is directed towards key regional centres.

i) If not, why not;

answer: Not applicable.

41 Will Regional Investment BIW<prints that httve been developed receive any
add^t, bn"ISIqie Governmen!/I'mding 10 support the, 'r implementqtio"; @"of

Answer: Many of the new investments armounced in the 2017-18 Royalties for
Regions budget align with priorities outlined in the Regional Investinent Blueprints.

Will the St"to Government provide resources orfi, riding 10 en"61e regions 10
implemen! their Blueprints and Growth Plans I'M rin tritegrrrted way, to opiimi. re their
adjc"cy?
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Answer: The Department of Primary industries and Regional Development and the
nine Regional Development Conitnissions will continue to promote and support an
integrated and coordinated approach to regional development in conjunction with
other stakeholders.
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