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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES 
REVIEW 

IN RELATION TO THE 

ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS BILL 2011 

1 REFERENCE AND PROCEDURE 

1.1 The Electronic Transactions Bill 2011 (Bill) was introduced into the Legislative 
Council on 23 February 2011 by Hon Michael Mischin MLC.  Following the Second 
Reading Speech, the Bill stood automatically referred to the Uniform Legislation and 
Statutes Review Committee (Committee) to report by 5 April 2011. 

2 REPORT 

2.1 The Committee advises that due to circumstances beyond its control it is unable to 
report on the Bill within the 30 calendar days required by Standing Order 230A of the 
Legislative Council. 

2.2 The Committee’s ability to scrutinise and report on bills within 30 days relies upon the 
timely provision of supporting documentation.  This did not occur.  Two weeks 
elapsed before the supporting documentation (in particular, the document recording 
the inter-governmental agreement giving rise to the Bill) was supplied. 

2.3 It is difficult for the Committee to prepare for hearings and conduct its inquiries 
without the essential supporting documentation.  The 30 day inquiry time does not 
allow for delays in the provision of documentation.  Where the Committee has several 
bills before it (as in this case), the timely provision of documentation is essential to 
ensure the Committee is able to fulfill its obligation to the Legislative Council. 

2.4 The Committee relies upon Ministers and their agencies observing the Ministerial 
Office Memorandum 2007/01 (MM 2007/01), which asks Ministers to provide 
supporting information to the Committee when the bill is tabled.  The Committee does 
not only rely on agency compliance with MM 2007/01 but also directly pursues 
agencies for this information. 

2.5 The Committee wrote to the Premier on 17 March 2011 noting the current Ministerial 
Memorandum is ineffective, with an average delay of 17 days for documentation to be 
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received.  The implication for a 30 day reporting period is self-evident and 
compromises the ability of the Committee to satisfy its obligation to the Legislative 
Council.  Refer to Appendix 1. 

2.6 The Committee is dedicated to providing swift and accurate analysis on uniform 
legislation to the House.  However, it cannot meet its remit unless the Government 
provides the documentation it requires in a timely manner. 

2.7 If the House wishes the Committee to inquire into the Bill, the Committee invites the 
House to again refer the Bill for inquiry with a reasonable reporting period. 

 

Recommendation 1:  The Committee recommends that the Premier issue a Premier’s 
Circular regarding uniform legislation emphasising the need to provide the Committee 
with supporting documents on the date of tabling a uniform bill in the Parliament. 

 

 

_________________ 
Hon Adele Farina MLC 
Chairman 
 
Date: 22 March 2011 
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