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Mr. DOHERTY (North Fremantle) :
I have o grievance against an hon.
member of this House, but I shall not
follow the tactics of the Premier, who
first subjected his enemy to the lush, and
afterwards disclosed his name. T prefer
to disclose the nawne ot once. The hon.
member to whom I refer occupies o seat
on the Ministerial side of the House—in
short, he is no other than the right hon.
the Premier bimself. My grievance
against the Premier is that, although I
have taken a great interest in the subject
now before the House, and have studied
up my points, I find that, in fact after
fact and figure after figure, the Premier
has forestalled me and left me stranded.
I had made up my mind not to speak on
this subject, but the electors of North
Fremantle said it was my duty to express
my opinion. They told me I was their
representative, and T can fairly say T re-
present their bene and sinew, and I may
also say that I represent the intelligence of
that constituency. On the hustings, I pro-
mised the working men I would support
the policy of the Government—ihe policy
of protection. I am o protectionist, and
always shall be, and that is what the
people of North Fremantle wish me to be.
And for what reason ? They know per-
fectly well I will protect the industries
which provide them work. They prefer
to hear the hammers of prosperity ringing
in the shipyards, and the hum of the
spinning wheel and of the shuttle in the
factory producing broad cloth from owr
natural product, wool. They know that
those sounds mean the bringing up
in this colony of a class of wealth-
producing artisans, I know a good
deal has been done by the Govern-
ment for a certain class of workers
in Western Australia, by the removal of
the duties on mining machinery. I ab.
solutely disagree with that policy. I
think we should, in order to encourage
local industry, have a duty on mining
machinery. I object to large orders for
this class of machinery going to a neigh-
bouring colony—a state of things which
means that our working people are losing
over £4,000 a week. It is criminal that
we should allow every article we want to
be sent here from another colony. One
hon. member (Mr. George), who is a
good authority on mining and mining
wachinery, tells ine that it is very difficult
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¢ for people in his line of business to get on,
and that he is very much worried indeed.
T think I am not betraying his confidence
when I say that the other day he told
e he employed a man and o boy, and
that he intended to take the man into
partuership, and he would arrange to look
after the boy. I must say my syinpathies
are with that boy. I hope we shall see
.the time when that hon. member will
have 100 departments, and 100 men in
each department. I would like to read
to hon. nembers the following extract from
a Morning Herald interview with Mr. R.
Teece, general manager of the Aunstralian
Mutual Provident Society, who recently
visited this colony :—

Perth has grown enormcusly, but the houses
are not to be regarded as desirable structures,
in many enses. There is no drainage, and the
sanitary arrangements are wretched; in fact,
the sanitation at Kalgoorlie and Coclgardie is
far ahead of that of Perth, probably owing to
the more brainy, progressive men whom the
goldfields have attracted. Hotel accommoda-
tion at the goldfields is equal to that provided
{ in any of our provincial towns ; not, of course,
equal to the best in Sydney or Melbourne, but
first rate, nevertheless. And water, which was
unohtainable a couple of years ago, may now
be had—a hath costing 2s., double the price of
{ adrink. Reats are high, as may be supposed.
A house rented at 15s. a week in Sydney would
cost about £2 in Perth; in fact, rents are so
high that the capital cost is paid in four or
five years.

One of the causes of the high cost of living,
wealladmit, is the rent, but there is another
cause which prevents an increase of
population, and the result of which is the
sending away of £80,000 per month.
. The fact is that men are afraid to bring
their families here because we have not a
decent system of sewerage. The Govern-
ment should take this matter in hand at
once. If we had a proper system of
sewerage it would bring population here,
and keep healthy the people who are
here already, and would also give
employment to surplus labour. Now is
the time the sewerage work should be car-
ried out; and if the Government will not
take that mm hand, why not give the
Municipal Councils of Perth and Fre-
mantle power to borrow money in the
home market for the purpose? If popula-
tion were brought, prosperity must follow.
Figures cannot possibly tell us whether
a population is contented or happy. The
whole ¢rug of the question as to whether
the Grovernment is good or bad is the con-
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dition of the people.
contented, happv people settled I a
rational way, vou have good government ;
but if the peopleare discontented and un-

26 OcToser. 1897.)

If vou have o °
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to the other colonies ¥  Are we going to

, protect South Africa or New Sonth

educated, we natuwrally say ““ There is bad

government.” I ask any member of the
Opposition whether he can say we have a
discontented people in Western Australia.

Wales? No. itis our bounden duty to
protect the people who are living here.
The district of Kimberley to-day sends

+ down from eight to ten thousaud head of

Auyone who takes the trouble to go down |
the streets of the city will see about the

best-dressed, happiest-looking labouring
people and artisans in  the world.
A good deal has been said about the
“meat ring.” I think there isa good deal
of “Mrs. Harris” about this particular
cry. There is an old saying that where-
ever there is smoke there is fire. The
member for West Perth (Mr. Wood) has
told us he knows every house in
Perth, and I would gladly join with him

inan endeavour to discover the oppressors

of the people to whom reference has been
made. It would be a good thing if we
could only discover those oppressors. We
would be like Diogenes, only we would
want two lanterns instead of one. No
doubt every hon. member has received a
letter or circular from one Clu Tee, in
reference to the meat trade. That gentle-
man cannot possibly have understood
there was an Alien Bill in the wind,
or he would not have given so much
publicity to his name. When I read his
note, I thought of those lines by Bret
Harte—-

Far ways that are dark and tricks that are vain,
The heathen Chinee is peenliar.

No doubt Clu Lee makes out a very good
case. He says the monetary advantage
in favour of live stock would amount to
£60,000. May I tell hon. members
that, taking his fignres as 100,000 head of
sheep at 6s., and 10,000 head of cattle
at £4, the freight would amount to
£70,000, but some men would go
roand and charter a vessel which
would carry the stock for £10,000 less.
That makes a difference of £60,000,

which profit goes to the shipper in

another colony.

does he employ
amount?  One or two--two to dis-
tribute the whole lot. Now, what is
the case in the firm to which I belong?
We have to pay £40,000 a vear in wages
as against £300 which he would pay. Is
it not better that we should have some
advantage, than that the trade should go

How many hands

to  distribute this -

cattle. To whose energy was that due?
To that of Western Australia. Does not
our own country require protection 7 Cer-
tainly. I do not intend to take up the
time of the House. but I must reply to the
member for North Perth (Mr. Oldham).
The pathetic appeal which that hon.
member made to the House at the
end of his address almost bronght tears
to my eyes. The hon. member drew
a striking picture of the prophet
Elijab twrning his face to the East three
times a day, and compared the position of
the prophet with that of the people in
this coleny, whose faces are invariahly,
according to him, turned towards the
East. I am nota biblical student myself,
but I have consulted a gentleman who is an
authority on that subject, and he says
that it was Daniel who had his face turned
towards the Tast, and not Elijah. Then
one memhber brought in the patriarchs, on
the question of frozen meat, but what the
patriarchs had to do with Frozen meat I
am still unable to nnderstand.: They had
in their time, no doubt, o great deal of
difficulty to live, and, when they had not
sufficient of their own, they made a des-
perate rush on their neighbours, and se-
cured all they conld get. There is only
one patriarch whom I know of who has
anything to do with Western Australia,
and he was put on to the water depart-
ment. He went to the goldfields, and
telegraphed to headquarters that « they
made a way in the wilderness, and a river
in the desert.” One patriarch is encugh
in this conntry. I am sorry that the
hon. member for HEast Perth is such
a bird of passage. T heard his speech,
but I am still in doubt what it really
meant. A diagnosis of his case would
show something like this: “I am, I am
not. I would, 1 would not. I will vote,
1 will not. I will pair” I remember,
with delight, some time ago hearing
the hon. member address a large audience
of working men. All the hLitle shoe-
makers in town attended that meeting, at
which he discoursed on protection. I wish
he was plucky enough to come over to our
side, where he might do some good. If he
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took u serious view of the question, 1 think
| fillit.

he would muke a good member on this
side of the House. I did not intend to
say anything about the hon. member tor
South Fremantle, but he really asked me
to. There is a unanimity abont the
members for Fremantle which Ilike: they
all try to get as much money as possible
out of the Government. 'L'he hon. member
for South Fremantle said, “If vou want
anything from the Government, usk three
times for it.” If the hon. member got
his way, there would be no smrplus at
all. It would all go to Fremantle. He
went to the Government with a request
containing 22 different items, one being
for a road 42 miles long. Altogether,
the money that he asked the Government
to expend on hehalf of Fremauntle would
have totalled up more than the two and a
half millions required for the Coolgardie
water scheme. I should not think that
the Government would have much of a
surptus, if they gave the Fremantle mem-
bers all they asked. The hon. leader of
the Opposition, i his own peculiar
style, told wus that the farmer would
eat anything. I was told by someone
in York that lawvers could swallow
anything. There was a case there in
which they swallowed u whole estate.
The hon. leader of the Opposition also
told us that the farmers did absolutely
nothing : they were a bad lot.

Mg. Leage: I do not think I said that.

Mr. DOHERTY : Yousaid they would
not produce.

Mr. Leage: I said they do noi pro-
duce enough to feed us.

Mr. DOHERTY: When I was in
York I was shown the TLeake estate, and
[ was told that the owner of that pro-
perty did nothing with it, and that it was
closed up.

Mg, Leage: It does not belong to me.
I have not got any interest in it.

Mr. DOHERTY: The estate bears
your name, anyhow. I have only one
more gentleman to deal with, the hon.
member for the Swan (Mr. Ewing). Ire-
gard him as a particular friend of mine.
Outside this House he is one of my
friends, but when he gets into his seat here
I hardly know him: he is a lion in the
House and a lamb outside of it. It is
probable that, before the Kederal Con-
vention meets again, there will be a

vacancy among the delegates. and T re. |
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commend the member for the Swan to
There is said to be a Lon in the
I path. Could we not send our lien to
. Melbourne, where he might be able to do
some good ? I notice that the member
for North-fast Coolgurdie complained of
the manner in which the dnties were
levied. T do not know if he is a pupil of
the hon. member for South Fremantle,
but. there is no one knocks move fre-
quently at the Treasuwry door than that
hon. member (Mr. Vosper). Day after
day you see in the papers that *“Our
intelligent member, Mr. Vosper, has
got £500 for a school, and £800 for
a road, and £500 for an institute.”

Mnr. VosreEr: That shows I attend to
my business.

M=r. DOHERTY : You take the money
from the farmer, and spend it on the
miner. The other day the hon. member
went to the Government with a telegram
from Kanowna, saying that the population
was increasing at the rate of 200 a day
owing to the new find of gold, that the
tucker was running out, and that there
was not a drop of whisky in the place, and
they wanted £500 to cope with the

difheulty,  (General laughter.) Their
difficulty was the whisky. I will
now bring my few remarks to a

close. It 15 my wish that the Govern-
ment will not fulfil their promise next
session of reducing any of the duties. If
they do, I shall vote against them. I
think these duties are a necessity, and I
think the country would, one and all, vote
that we should help our local industries,
and give every advantage we can to
Western Australia, and to the people who
live here.

Mzr. WILSON (the Canning) : I have
listened with considerable ammsement to
the remarks and the contribution of the
member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Doherty), and the connection his remarks
have with the subject before this House,
the policy of the food duties, I canmot
-pereeive. There is one thing however that
appears to me very patent, and that is his
advocacy of his own profit for his own
industry. I do not consider this most
important subject from the standpoint of
Messrs. Counor & Doherty, or that of
Messrs. Forrest, Emanuel & Co. I want,
if possible, to consider the guestion from
the point of view of the people of this

colony. The question has been approached



