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these workers correctly, we wtll .find we 
wlll not have enough to go around. We 
will find there will be specia.Utles and 
smaller speeialities. This would not do 
because our health needs must be costed. 

I now wish to deal with some problems 
in my electorate, the ttrst being a. Bill in
troduced last year to amend the Local 
Government Act. The principle of the Bill 
was that before any amalgamation or an
nexation of any local authority could oc
cur, a referendum of the people had to 
be held. As most members would. know, 
that Bill was defeated by the Government's 
devastating maJority or one. However, 1 
am sure the Btll will come before Par
liament this session, and I hope this time 
It will be passed thus ensuring that before 
any local authority is amalgamate~ or has 
parts annexed, a referendum wm be held. 
The final detaUs will have to be worked 
out.. This is our policy and I am sure 
such a Bill will be passed. 

I also wish to deal with the problem 
created by the traffic in the Shenton Park
Subiaco area. This traffic has increased 
as a result of the growth of the Perth 
Medical Centre. I spoke on this subject 
last year and I have already pursued the 
matter again this year, as has also the 
Minister for Industrial Development. 
We have made inquiries of the Minister 
for Transport who, at the moment, 1s not 
present in the House. He has not yet come 
up with the rlght answers, but I am sure 
he wUl do so. 

Bottlenecks are occurring in the sub
ways 1n the area. At the Nicholson Road 
subway, and the Hay Street subwa.y, 
traffic is Wl&ble to make a right
hand tum into Railway 'Road when 
it is travelling fl'om the north to the 
south. Such traffic must now continue on, 
then utllise a few side streets to get back 
into RaUway Road and then go on to 
Frerna.ntle. Anyone using th06e subways in 
the morning or evening will know about 
the bottlenecks of which I am speaking. 

The situation is becoming worse and as 
a result the road along the lovely lake tn 
Shenton Park ls becoming a speedway and 
the residents are suffering from the noise, 
vibration, dust, and traffic danger 
which results. This situation occurs not 
once, twlce, or three times a. day, but five 
times a day. As the traffic is heavy for 
half an hour before and half an hour after 
the duty rosters at the centre. the resi
dents suffer for five hours a day. 

I have appealed to the Minister to open 
up the subwaY and I have asked for an 
extension to be made of Abcrdare Road 
across the railway line, but I was told 
that because of the shortage of funds and 
the uncertain fUture of the raHway Hne, 
and many other factors, the Government 
was llllable to proceed with that proJect. 

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem
ber has another fl.ve minutes. 

Dr DADOUR~ I promptly wrote back 
to the Minister and frankly stated that I 
would have expected such an answer fro:rn 
his predecessor, but not from him, and 
that I wanted actJon. We must have ac
tion because we cannot ask the people to 
continue under the present condjtions. 
Many residents who have been in the area 
for 20 to 50 years have moved away be
caus~ of the noise and vibration which 
are becoming worse every day. Cracks are 
beginning to appear in walls. 

The 1·esidents first went to live in the 
area. because lt was quiet, but now they 
find they are in ont! of the rowdiest areas 
in Perth. Does the Perth Medical centre 
do anyth Lng? Oh no! When I requested 
it to establish an internal ring road l 
was told that it ttmay" be established, 
perhaps in three years. I then asked those 
concerned whether they expected me to 
help them get money aUocated to them 
before it was allocated to Royal Perth Hos .. 
pttal. They said, "Oh, yes." I told them 
that 1f this was the case they had better 
think again because it' they dld not co
operate with me I did not see why I should 
cO·O:Derate with them. They could not care 
less about the traffic problem. 

The Government would be very remiss if 
it did not do something to stem the in
creasing traffic and to reroute it out of 
the residelltial areas. An internal l'ing 
road must be established with points of 
ingress and egress carefully placed near 
main hlghw~ys so that the traffic must use 
those main highways. 

Arguments are occurring between resi
dents in Parallel streets. The residents 
in one street demand that a. eul-de·sa.e be 
established, but then the residents in the 
other street argue that if tha.t occurred 
their street would have to eater for twice 
the present tramc fiow. 

An overall plan must be established and 
put into operation as soon as possible. 
The necessary money must be found and 
spent. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

MR CARR (Oeraldton> (8.14 p.m.]: At 
the beginning of my term as the member 
for Geraldton I wjsh to pay a brief tri
bute to my predecessor CMr Sewell) who 
held the seat for 24 years from 1950 to 
1974. During that time he displayed 
honesty and loyalty to his electorate, his 
leaders <Mr Hawke and Mr J. T. Tonkin), 
anct hls party. The strongest and matn 
feature of his work in the electorate was 
done for the Individuals In the town of 
Gera.ldton. 

Dwing the time I spent door-knocking 
prior to the election, many people were 
able to quote some particular instance i'n 
which Mr Sewell had helped them. This 
was the case in respect of many problems 
including pension problems, water sup
plies, State housing, and the like. He 
was involved in a number of achievement~c; 
for the town and was instrumental ln the 
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establishment of improved water supplies, 
harbour works, and a rei1onal hospital, as 
well as improved educational facilities for 
Oeraldton. Two examples of this latter 
are currently in progress. A new high 
school is to be opened in 1975 and I und~r
stand that a proposed technical school wtll 
also be constructed in that year. 

Perhaps at this ooint it would be appro
priate to mention that the new high school 
is to be named after another long-serving 
member for Geraldton. I refer, of course, 
to John Wilcock who was member for 
Geraldton from 1917 to 1947 and who was 
Premier of the State from 1936 to 1945. 

Mr Sewell, like everybody else who retires. 
left some ambitions unfulfilled. His dear
est wtsh was to make Geraldton a centre 
of education and culture. I may say here 
that I too am similarly interested In these 
two :fields. 

I now wish to turn to my role as the 
member for Gera.ldton and to my concern 
for the electorate. Although the electorate 
consists entirely of the town of Geraldton, 
my concern is for more than just the 
town. I must also be concerned for the 
surrounding region. Geraldton is a ser
vice centre for the regional area and it 
relies heavily on the regional area as the 
member for Greenough will appreciate. 
Geraldton is similarly of tremendous im
portance to the surrounding district. 

Geraldton relies largely on two main in
dustries-farming and crayfishi.ng. The 
economy of Oeraldton can be very seriously 
affected if these two ind~strle$ fail to
gether. In 1971 there was a rural slump 
and a bad season for cray:fish1ng and the 
economy of Gerald ton suffered badlv. 
Another important aspect o! Geraldton's 
economy is the Geraldton Bui1ding Com
pany whtch ts the largest bullding com
pany north of Perth. It is largely respons
ible tor service contracts in the north of 
the State. 

The tourist industry has grown rapidly 
to become one or Geraldton's main indus
tries, There is an inc1·ease both in people 
holidaying in Geraldton and in through 
traffic to the north. 

There has been some diversification re
cently of the fishing industry to include 
pra.wning operations and wet fishing. 

The advent of tbe mineral sands industry 
is also important. Mineral sands from 
Eneabba. are transPOrted to Geraldton 
where they are processed and then ex
parted out of Geraldton. When people 
talk of the industrial future of Geraldton 
they frequently centre on the activities 
of the Northern Mining Company. This 
involves mining iron ore from the Weld 
Range and transporting tt by a new stan
dard gauge raUway to a new port 10 miles 
north of Geraldton. I would like to 
spend some time on the Northern Mining 
proposal and tie It up with the general 
theme of deoentraltsatlon. 

There seems to be a general concensus 
of opinion that up till now decentraUsa
tton has been merely a polttical expres
sion ; an empty word, and it is time that 
1t was considered more constructively by 
all parties. This Issue 1s of concern to all 
levels of Goverrun.ent; and it ls an issue 
which concerns all residents, both urban 
and rural. Traditionally decentraUsaUon 
has been based on small town paroohiallsm 
-of eountry towns wanting to grow b1cgcr 
and nothinl very much has happened. 

In recent yeats there has been a new 
motive for decentralisation and this has 
been due to urban discomfort; the cities 
are becoming too large, too polluted, and 
too uncomfortable. Perth was once afrec
ttonately known throughout Australia as 
the "pretty cJty", but now lt Js developing 
along the lines of a concrete jungle Jn the 
city centre wtth s•Iburban sprawl on the 
outskirts. 

I would like to refer to a Gallup poll 
survey which was quoted tn the Dail'!l 
News of the 20th March., 1974. which 
showed that over 60 per cent of the people 
of Australia w~uld prefer to live away 
from city suburbs. It also showed a dtsUnct 
demand for large noncapltal cities. 
The particular Gallup Poll did not indi
cate what It regarded as large noncap1tal 
cities but I would Interpret it as mean
ing cities of 40 000 to 50 000 peoPle. Hence 
we have the concept of growth centres; 
towns with sufficient industrial potential 
to achieve a fairly rapid growth develop
ment. One of the first of such centres 
in the Eastern States is the Albury-wo .. 
donga area. Geraldton is one of a number 
of centres in Western Australia which Is 
being considered as a future growth 
centre. If this takes place a major in
dustry would be crucial and essential, and 
I believe Northern Mining would fit very 
wen iuto this concept. The first stage of 
brlngtng iron ore from the Weld Range 
and shipping it out through Geraldton 
might not perhaps result 1n rapid indus
trial growth but the second stage, the es
tablt:.hrncnt of a steelworks at Geraldton 
would provide extensh'e employment oP~ 
portu!'litles and attract other associated 
industries. 

At this point of time I am basically 
supporting the Northern Mining proposal 
but before I give 1t my wholehearted sup~ 
port there are two problems which I would 
like to see overcQme. The first of these ts 
t~e environmental aspect. The project 
wlll need to be the subject of an environ
mental lm.pact survey. However 1 am 
reasonably confident Northern ' Mining 
would Pass this sat.lsfactol'ily. From the 
layman's point of view I feel we would 
not have the same trouble from the steel
works 1n relation to pollution as we do 
from some of the lndustrtes at Kwinana. 

The second POint wh!ch we would need 
to conslder. and overcome is that of Aus
tralian capttal. Northern Minin;- 1s a Sltl.all 
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company with a. small paid up capital and 
requires a considerable amount of capital 
to enable It tl) proceed with lt.s develop
ments. I am sumciently Australian to want 
to see a considerable degree of Austl'aliau 
ownership.-preferably a greater part of the 
ownership should be Australian. However, 
I am led to belleve the company is going 
fairly well with negotiations at the mom
ent and these problems should be over
come. 

I want to make a couple of general 
comments on development before leaving 
the matter. I am not one of those people 
who support development for develop
ment's sake. I am not one who feels that 
what is bigger need necessarily be better. 
I have always deftned progress and de
velopment 1n human terms. I define prog
ress as that which enables people to iive 
happier, better, and fuller lives of their 
own choosing. To my mind western Aus
tralia has a fairly poor experience in dev
elopment. We have had 12 years in which 
many large and wonderful projects were 
initiated, but to my mind the 12 years in 
question did not provide sufficient ad
vances 1n fields such as education, health, 
housing, and recreation for all Western 
Australia's residents. 

I now turn away from the economy of 
Geraldton to the community facilities and 
what we may perhaps call the "people" 
issues in Geraldton. These have all been 
discussed in Geraldton and they are all 
issues I will be advocating to the best of 
my abllity while I am in Parliament and 
through any other means which may be 
avaUable to me. 

In regard to the need for a bus ser
vice I would point out that Geraldton is 
a very centralised town. We have heard 
talk of Canberra's centralism and Perth's 
centralism, but Geraldton also is central
ised. All its shopping facilities-its chem
ists' shops. banks, and so on are in the 
main street. 

The suburbs of Geraldton are extend
ing further from the centre of the town 
and we are experiencing an increasing 
problem with communication. I belleve 
that a Geraldton transport trust should be 
establtshed and that State, Federal, and 
local money should be used to provide bus 
services for Geraldton. 

I would now like to refer to the impor
tant problem of the trwsport link from 
Geraldton to Perth. I understand that at 
the moment the WAGR road bus service 
is under a cloud. Together with other 
pe.ople I have made representations to the 
Minister and a decision on the matter Is 
still forthcoming. We are hopeful that a 
favourable decision will be reached. 

In referring to the community healtb 
centre I would point out that Geraldton 
is quite short of doctors and this, among 
other things, has led the Geraldton town 
council and the surrounding shires, to
gether with the managing secretary of 

the hospital, to prepare a submission for 
the establishment of a community health 
centre at Geraldton to provide accommo
dation for doctors, dentists, child health, 
infant health, mental health. and other 
paramedical factlitles such as a. famUy 
planning clinic. 

I understand this submission is in the 
hands of the Public Health Department 
and no doubt the proposition will be for
warded to Canberra for consideration. 

The second possibility concerning the 
problem of doctors at Geraldton is the 
possibility that final-year medical stu
dents should spend some time at the Ge
rald ton Regional Hospital in a resident 
capacity. 

I now turn to the proposal for a. Moresby 
Range national park. This was fully dis
cussed last year and I am aware that some 
of the Ministers in the Tonkin Govern
ment took steps towards bringing this to 
fruition. Geraldton has many scenic 
breakway hills above the town in which 
wildflowers are abundant and w11dl1fe 
exists in its natural state. The area 
ts ideal for a national park. I understand 
the Australian Government is prepared to 
purchase a propertY in the area and that 
it is still negotiating the purchase of a 
suitable property. 

In dealing with the educational facilities 
the pre-school facilities have been quite 
critical in Geraldton and at present there 
are only two single-unit kindergartens plus 
one small unit especially for Aboriginal 
children. This has been to some extent 
relieved by the Federal Government pro
viding a double-unit ldndergarten 1n the 
Rangeway area for 1975. It will not com
pletely overcome the problem because there 
are further facilities required in the Bluff. 
Point and Tarcoola areas, and we hope 
the Federal Government w1l1 restore its 
pre-school programme when economic con .. 
dltions permit. The same sltua.tlon applies 
to child care facilities. One centre is being 
established at wonthella. which will reduce 
but not solve the problem, and here again 
we will be looking to the Federal Govern
ment to restore tts child care programme 
as soon as possible. There are two areas 
needing new primary schools in Geraldton 
and we will require 'the establishment of a 
new primary school in the near future at 
the Anderson Street site at Bluff Point. 
Tarcoola is another growing centre with
out a school. 

The high school and technical school 
facilities will be largely catered for at the 
moment provided the John Wilcock high 
school is opened next year and the tech
nical school is built 1n 1975. 

I now turn to a matter which I know 
concerns the people of Geraldton and 
country people generally. I refer to the 
cost of living and especially to the cost 
differential between Perth prices and 
country prices with particular emphasis 
on the mark-up on country prices as 
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against Perth prices. The excuse given for 
this is the freight cost. We are told that 
the Geraldton prices are so much higher 
than the Perth prices because of the 
freight Involved. There 1s no attempt to 
justify or analyse these mark-ups except 
to say that the cost of freight must be 
taken into consideration. I have a. strong 
suspicion that a large number oi these 
mark-ups are excessive. 

1 would like to give a couple of examples 
of what is taking place and indicate firstly, 
that a bottle of beer costs 6c more in 
Geraldton than it does in Perth. The 
beer is transported in bulk by rail and I 
would be astonished if the freight c().<)t was 
anything like 6c a bottle. 

The second example to which I wish to 
refer concerns the purchase by a constitu
ent of a lounge sulte. The difference be
tween the Perth price and the Geraldton 
price was exactly $50--said to be the cost 
of the freight. The constituent eventually 
bought a four-piece lounge suite in Perth 
instead of a five-piece suite quoted. and 
railed it to Geraldton himself. The cost 
of the freight was $4.90. So it can be seen 
that the most urgent need on this question 
of cost is whether these mark-ups for the 
cost of freight are justified. 

Recently some of my political opponents 
were quoted as initiating an inquiry into 
costs to rural producers. I would like to 
quote from the Geraldton Guard.ian of the 
4th July, 1974, which states-

A group of W.A. Government back
benchers will press for a full-scale 
inquiry into the costs of goods and 
services vital to primary producers. 

The Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Country Party Mr R. C. Old .said 
the party had asked Mr McPharlin, 
the Deputy Premier, and its Parlia
mentary Leader, to discuss the mat
ter with the Premier, Sir Charles 
Court. 

Country Party members want a select 
committee appointed to make the 
inquiry soon after the new session 
of State Parllament opens at the 
end of the month. 

I think this is a very good start. How
ever, to my way of thinking, it 1s far too 
narrow. I have a wider concern tha.n that 
expressed; my concern is for all of the 
country people and not just for the rural 
producers. 

I am concerned with the farmers and 
fishennen, the wage and salary earners, 
the small businessmen, the pensioners, 
and the housewives who live in the coun
try. If the proposal to which I have just 
referred is brought before Parliament
and I certainly hope it will be--l will be 
working to try to have it widened, and if 
it is widened I will certainly be doing all I 
can to be appointed to the committee to 
inquire into costs in country areas. 

As well as looking at mark-ups, the in
quiry would need to look at State charges, 
one of which was mentioned earlier this 
evening by the member for Albany; that 
is, the di.flerential in water rates. The 
figures I have are $27.50 per 100 000 gal
lons of water in Perth, compared with $45 
per 100 000 gallons in the country. I am 
not one who believes country people have 
an inherent right to cheaper or better 
goods and services, but I certainly believe 
they have a right to obtain things on the 
most equal basis possible. The committee 
of inquiry would need to look at rail and 
shipping charges to country areas, which 
were recently increased. With the differ
ential between Perth and country prices 
increasing so rapidly, it is no wonder 
people in the country are expressing more 
and more concern about Perth centralists. 

I would now like to turn from essentially 
electorate matters and speak about my 
wider role in Parliament. I want to spell 
out now my attitude to issues so that when 
people seek to judge me later on they wm 
know the aims and attitudes on which I 
wish to be judged. 

My entire political philosophy can be 
summed up in one word: freedom. I believe 
the laws should allow a person freedom to 
do whatever he wishes so long as it does 
not interfere with anyone else's equal 
right to live his life without interference. 
Our opponents in the parties of wealth and 
privilege understand one form of freedom. 
They speak about free enterprise. Free 
enterprise can be described in a number 
of ways; for example, freedom for the 
strong to exert their strength, freedom 
for the rich to make more money, and 
freedom for industry. 

I am more concerned wtth freedom for 
1ndtv1dual people. I would like to run 
through some of the types of freedom to 
which 1 believe individual people are en
titled. The flrst one is freedom from ex
ploitation. I refer to the consumer pro
tection legislation and compliment the 
Tonkin Government on the steps it took 
1n thts direction during the last three 
years. I would like to see further steps 
taken in prtce control because I beHeve 
the people have a right to be free from 
excessive marking up of prices. We have 
the situation that the State Government 
wm not gtve power over prices to the 
Federal Government and wlll not use 
those powers itself. 

I thtnk people are entitled to freedom 
from injustice and that the system of law 
should reflect the concept of freedom I 
have just been outllning. Someone said 
here this afternoon that he supported law 
and order. I also support law and order, 
but not as It is expressed by Mr Bjelke
Petersen and Sir Robert Askin. I believe 
the rule of law should prevail, and I 
believe in an orderly society, 

I want to refer to victimless crimes-
crimes in which there is no victim, and in 
which a person supposedly commits an 
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offence, hurts nobody, and is punished 
severely. Another person might cause 
damage to people or property but be fined 
a smaller amount. As an example of this, 
some weeks ago two young men were con
victed in Geraldton and fined $1 000 each 
for growing cannabis for themselves. The 
next day an ABC news bulletin carried the 
story about a man who smashed the win
screen of a moto~·car with the barrel of a 
shotgun, put the shotgun into the car, and 
threatened to shoot the J:eople in it. He 
was fined $145. That is not consistent. 

I now turn to the pol1ce. I belteve the 
community Is entitled to have a strong. 
1mparttal, and trusted Pollee Force. It is 
unfortunate that in recent tlmes a number 
of question marks have been raised against 
our Police Force. The Forrest Place inci
dent and the Exmouth numbers farce are 
examples. These incidents have created 
doubt about the Pollee Force, especially 
the incident at Exmouth, where a photo
graph was published ln a newspaper show
ing a senior omcer standing next to a 
man who was aUegedly wearing a wrong 
nwnber. This has affected public confi. 
dence in the Police Force. I believe gen
erally we have a G"OOd Police Force and 
the public is entitled to have these doubts 
cleared up publicly. It is not sufficient 
for justice to be done. In a democratic 
community justice must be seen to be 
done. 

We are entitled to freedom from dis
crimination, and perh!lps the r.1ain field 
1n which discrimination is exercised In the 
community at the moment concerns job 
opportunities. People may be prevented 
from getting jobs due to considerations of 
race, sex, religion or poiitics. Although 
these are largely community attitudes 
which must be resolved by the community, 
we should be framing legislation and turn
ing our attention towards removing th~e 
injustices. 

We are entitled to have freedom from 
fear; not just from physical fear but also 
from fear of financial insecurity. Once 
again I compliment the Tonkin Govern
ment on its work during the last three 
years in the field of workers' compensation, 
and its endeavour to relieve workers from 
the fear of being without work. 

People are entitled to be free from want 
and poverty. This involves a number of 
rights to which I would Uke to refer. 
People have a right to work, and full em
ployment should be the policy of all Gov
ernments at an times. I think Mr Bllly 
Snedden, the Treasurer at the time of the 
1971 Federal Budget, will be forever re
membered for his decision dellberately to 
create a pool of unemployment. To the 
people who support that type of policy, I 
say they should be the ftrst to volunteer 
to put it tnto practice. 

People have a rlght to be housed, and I 
refer again to Geraldton, whtch is 1n a 
serious situation as far as accommodation 
1s concerned. 'lbere are, In particular, 

long waiting lists for pensioner flats and 
single accommodation. An updated State 
housing programme is desperately needed. 

People have a lieht to health, or at 
least to health servJces at the cheapest 
possible cost, and tt 1s great news to me 
that the national health scheme is at 
present In the process of being legislated 
into effect in the Federal Parliament. An
other aspect of health 1s the Friendly 
Societies Pharmacies, and I return to costs 
in Perth compared with costs in the 
country. In the metropolttan area anum
ber of Fdendly Societies Pharmacies oper
ate, and people can buy pharmaceutical 
goods at a lower price than in the country. 
This Is blatant discrimination against 
people 1n the country. MY greatest d.ls
appolntment on seeing the Labor Gove!n
ment defeated in this State was that we 
w111 not again have legtslatton in this field 
Introduced. 

People have a rtght to education. In 
the Federal sphere, the Kannel commit
tee's report to the Federal Government and 
proposals for the introduction of the 
recommendations in the Karmel report are 
a tremendous advance. More money than 
ever before is being made available, and 
Geraldton will receive benefits in this 
area tn the form of a training centre for 
handicapped chlldren, a camp school fot· 
outback children, new classrooms to re
place prefabs at Allendale. a new high 
school, a hall-gymnasium for Geraldton 
High School, and a new technical school. 
Ti1ese benefits have been facilitated by 
Federal money. 

I cannot have the same confidence ln 
the State Goveinment's education policy. 
In fact, I regard It as a. disgrace. I believe 
the Government is guilty of the misuse 
of children for electoral purposes. I belleve 
the Liberal Party's education policy at the 
time of the election campaign was intro
duced with little or no discussion In ed
ucational or community clrcles. As a. 
teacher, I am interested in what goes on 
in education, but I did not hear any dis
cussion of the Liberal Party's education 
ideas prior t.o its policy speech. Perhaps 
one could ask why at election time the 
Liberal Party decided to introduce this 
education policy. I can make some sug
gestions as to the reason for it. 

In January-February, the Karmel com
mittee's report was a major topic of dis
cussion. People were impressed by It and 
by the Labor Party's performance 1n ed
ucation. The leader of the Liberal Party at 
the time-who 1s now the Premier-wanted 
to take people's minds off the Karmel com
mittee report, so he put his hand into the 
lucky dJp barrel of electoral gimmicks and 
pulled out the fate of Western Australian 
children. I say that is a matter for shame. 
What I have said is further borne out by 
the inability of the Premier and his Min
isters to give accurate and specific answers 
to questions as to how the scheme will 
work and what it will cost. 
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We all have the right to recreation and 
leisure. We now have much more leisure 
tlme as society advances, and there is 
a need for Governments to provide a. wtde 
choice of opportunities for recreation. I 
hope the present Government will carry on 
the excellent work begun 1n the last couple 
of years under the Whitlam and Tonkin 
Governments. 

Many of the points I have mentioned 
are State issues, at least constitutionally. 
They are also areas in which the Aus
tralian Labor Government ls maktng a 
major contribution. Let us consider why 
this has become necessary. 

Past State Governments have been fl.n
finc1ally unable, in many cases, and un
wllllng, in other cases, to undertake their 
respons1bil1t1es 1n these fields. Past Fed
eral Governments have not been prepared 
to help. At last we have a humane Federal 
Government which has grasped the nettle 
and is doing somethlng about these prob
lems. Let us co-operate with It and get 
the best for Western Australla, rather than 
scream "centralism" every time the Fed
eral Government does anything. 

I would like to turn to the role of the 
ALP and myself 1n Opposition. I see the 
role of an Opposition as being to study 
and critically examine leg1.slat1on, not to 
reJect everything destructively. we should 
ptck out the best of what is proposed by 
the Government and support it, and we 
should oppose what we consider to be un
desirable. I hope we wtll consistently ac
cept this constructive role, and not act as 
the previous Opposition did tn the past 
three years. 

I wtll gtve examples of how the pre
vious Opposition was destructive; firstly, 
ln relation to police traftle control. The 
Labor Government proposed pollee take
over of traffic control. The Liberal and 
Country Parties constantly "knocked" lt. 
They have now come up with a pla.n whJch 
Is basically similar to that proposed by the 
Labor Government, except for the higher 
cost of it. Frankly, I do not care whether 
we have pollee control of traffic or high
way patrols. Either way, it is a State-wide 
takeover and represents a blatant switch 
1n the attitude of the IJberal and Country 
Parties. 

The second example is daylight saving. 
On three occasions a Bill was brought 
before the House by the Labor Govern
ment, proposing a one-year trial period. 
On each occasion the Bill was rejected. 
And what is one of the first measures the 
present Government introduces? A Day
light Saving Bill. 

I turn now to what I regard as prob
ably my main concern; that is, my con
cern for democracy. I do not think any
thing I have spoken about this evenin~ is 
more irnnortsmt than the principles of a 
democratic society. The basic principle of a 
democratic society is that all people should 

have an equal opportunity to participate 
in the decision-making processes. Let us 
have a look at a couple of aspects of 
democracy. 

First of all I refer to electoral democracy, 
which means that all people should have 
an equal say in electing a. Government. 
But do they? Let us have a look at the 
position in this House. The ron for 
Murchison-Eyre has on it 2 218 people, and 
there are 21 380 people on the roll fm· 
Canning. That means that there are 10 
times as many voters needed to elect the 
member for Canning as there are to elect 
the member for Murchison-Eyre. To put it 
another way, each voter in Murchison
Eyre has 10 times the voting strength of a 
voter in Canning. This malapportionm~nt 
is working against the Labor Party because 
we have a situation in which the Labor 
areas are grouped in large electorates. anrl 
those areas which support the Liberal and 
Country Parties are grouped in small elee
torates. 

Let us consider the facts. We have 51 
members in this House: 29 on the other 
side and 22 on this side. The average 
number of voters per seat in Western Aus
tralia is 12 000, so one would expect that 
the 29 members on the other side of the 
House would represent about 80 000 or 
90 000 more people than we represent. Now 
let us look at the flgures. Members op
posite represent 305 537 people, compared 
with members on this side of the House 
who represent 298 685. We represent on1y 
7 000 fewer people than the members op
posite represent, but members opposite 
h~pre seven more seats than we have. 

Let us look now a.t the number of votes 
each member polled at the State election: 
that is, the individual final vote for each 
member added up. The 22 members on this 
side of the House polled 153 390 votes, 
whereas 28 members on the ot.her side of 
the House-bearJng in mind that the 
Deputy Premier was return~d unopposed
polled 143 214 votes. Therefore members on 
this side of the House have the support 
of 10 000 more voters than members op
posite have. 

When we turn our attention to the Leg
islative Councll we find that of the 15 
electoral provinces the Labor Party won 
five on the 30th March and the Liberal 
Party and country Party won 10. The five 
provinces that we won have on the rolls 
between them 328 298 people, whereas the 
10 seats won by the Conservatives have 
on their rolls between them 275 924 people. 
So the Labor Party with five seats repre
sents 52 000 more people than the Con
servative parties represent with 10 seats. 
It is time we had a little electoral reform 
to introduce electoral democracy to West
ern Australia. 

I turn now to the second aspect oi' dem
ocracy: participatory democracy. By this 
I mean democracy at all levels tn the com
munity so that decisions are taken in any 
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group only after all involved have had 
the oppcrtunity to participate. We can 
cunsider here the different situations be
tween the political parties. The Austra
lian Labor Party is much more demo
cratic than other parties because we have 
StatP and Federal conferences whlch 
make policies. Any member of any branch 
oi the party or any member of a union 
may initiate policy. 

For example, the Geraldton branch last 
year put forward a resolution at the State 
conference recommending a retiring age 
of 65 years for members of Parliament. 
Othe1· branches had other motions to pre
sent. They went before the conference and 
amendments were made to them. A policy 
was evolved from this which is binding 
upon members of the party; and the local 
people in Geraldton contributed towards 
that policy. That is a democratic situa
tion. 

Once we get to the Parliament the ALP 
has a democratically elected leader, de
puty leader, and Ministry ~r in the pre
sent instance a shadow mimstry. However, 
on the other side we have a leader who 
has the final choice in everything to do 
with policy. He chooses his Ministers per
sona1ly. Hence an autocratic situation pre
vails. 

I would like to spend a moment or two 
on local government. Our opponents fre
quently claim that the ALP is opposed to 
local government. I really do not know 
why they say this, although perhaps they 
expect us to follow their line and to oppose 
those levels of government in which we do 
not have a majority. 

I want to make it quite clear that I re
gard local government as very important. 
It has the potential to be closely repre
sentative. At present it does not represent 
everybody, and this is undemocratic. We 
have multiple voting in local government, 
which means that some people have more 
votes than others whilst some do not have 
a vote at all. At a referendum in Gerald
ton recently in respect of parking meters 
those people who did not actually receive 
an account for rates did not get a vote, 
although obviously the issue affected them. 

I believe that universal franchise is the 
only democratic system that can be in
troduced 1n respect of local government. 
Even if we do not accept democratic prin
ciples and we agree with the idea of giving 
people a vote only if they PaY rates, then 
consider where the money comes from. 
Much of the money for local government 
comes from State and Federal Govern
ments; and that comes out of the pockets of 
all taxpayers according to their means. If 
we really want to persist in giving votes 
only to those people who pay rates, then 
we must remember that those who rent 
houses also pay rates indirectly because 
the rates are taken into account when the 
rental is assessed; and the Minister for 
Local Government agreed with that at a 

meeting which he and I attended a week 
or two ago. I think we should give local 
government the chance to benefit from the 
inclusion of more people within its scope. 

I want now to extend my concern with 
honesty and justice to comment on 
members of Parliament who have other 
incomes. As with the police and the law 
system which I discussed earlier, Justice 
must not only be done but it must also 
be seen to be done. I see members of Par
liament with shares and other incomes
such as legal practices, medical practices, 
business enterprises and farms-as a.n 
anomaly and an opening for suspicion. We 
should not allow this scope for suspicion. I 
might add that I direct these comments to 
all members of all parties. 

In this respect I make two points. 
Firstly, we are paid as full-time employees 
of the people of Western Australia and 
they are entitled to expect us to act as 
such. I see considerable merit in an idea 
referred to in the Sunda.y Independent of 
the 4th August which said-

In Holland the 150 Dutch Lower 
House MPs are paid a base salary of 
$16 700 but from this is deducted 
any outside earnings down to a 
minimum of $10 000. 

Perhaps those people who want to be 
only half-time or part-time members of 
Parliament should be paid as part-time 
membe1·s. 

The second point is, of course, the 
potential problem of conflict of interest. 
I have nothing to indicate to me that any 
member of this Parliament is in any way 
likely to be influenced in decision making 
by his private interests; but I return to 
the old point that justice must be seen to 
be done. 

I would like to be able to stand up here 
and say that I have no shares, but unfor
tunately I own one share which I had to 
take out in a building society in order to 
be able to buy a house. Whilst that is not 
likely to influence me in any decision mak
ing in which I might be involved, I believe 
the principle to be so important that I 
have gone so far as to donate the dividend 
to charity. Perhaps I am an idealist; but 
perhaps it is time we had more idealists 
in this public office. 

In conclusion, I point out that I have 
wandered widely in this speech. I have 
covered a wide range of subjects; I have 
done so deliberately and I think for good 
reasons. 

The SPEAKER: The member has five 
minutes. 

Mr CARR: Thank you, Mr Speaker; I 
will need about 30 seconds. My attitude to 
all issues arising in Parliament depends 
largely on two things: Firstly, the benefits 
I see accruing to people, because I am 
much more concerned with people than I 
am with profits; and secondly, I am very 
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much concerned with Justice and honesty 
in government. I hope that time and ex
perience will not see me waver from these 
two prime concern::;. 

MR CLARKO <Karrinyup) [8.54 p.m.): 
Mr Speaker, I wish to congratulate you on 
your appointment to your high office, and 
I wish you well in it. I would like also to 
congratulate the members of this House on 
being successful at the recent election. I 
look forward to debating with them be
cause I understand that is what this House 
is about. I might therefore begin in a way, 
which I presume is not provocative, by say
ing that I stand here as the representative 
of Karrinyup, which has the second most 
populous electorate in this House; and 
since in my electorate there would be 
more than two electors for every one 
elector in the electorate of the previous 
speaker, I would suggest to him that prob
ably I gained more votes-over 8 000-
than he has total voters in his en
tire electorate. I presume therefore that 
he at least will anow me to speak up with 
some confidence seeing that he based his 
argument on numbers of people. 

It is a very proud moment for me to 
stand here as the representative of the 
people of the electorate of Karrinyup. I 
deliberately say "people" and not "electors" 
because I part icularly wish to include both 
the young and the unnaturalised people in 
my electorate who are without a vote, but 
who still play a major role in community 
life. I am hopeful that in the future both 
of these groups will be further encouraged 
to participate in the affairs of our district. 

It is, of course, the electors of Karrinyup 
that I must thank for my being here. It is 
my responsibility to serve them well; this 
I intend to do with all the energy and 
ability I possess. 

James Clarke-I hasten to repeat: 
James Clarke-an American clergyman 
and writer asserted that "A politician 
thinks of the next election, a statesman 
of the next generation." I see the essence 
of being a good politician as working and 
planning primarilY for the good of the 
present generations whilst contempor
aneously taking full cognisance of the 
probable needs and aspirations of future 
generations. Particularly do I believe that 
major community projects of a permanent 
nature should be funded by long-term 
loans, which would enable the people of to
morrow, who will also use these facilities, 
to share the cost, whilst also providing for 
the people of today more amenities than 
would otherwise be provided. 

James Clarke defined what is a. states
man. I wllllook closely during the coming 
months at the members of this Chamber 
to observe how statesmen act. 

,.'hc.t I wish to discuss particularly to~ 
nJght ts the provlslon of community faclli
tles in Karrtnyup. I have spent some six 

years as a counctllor 1n local government. 
Local authorities-much maligned by 
some in ignorance-have generally played 
the prime part in the provision of com
munity amenities in my electorate, and no 
doubt this has happened generally 
throughout Australia. This has been the 
result of people giving their time, without 
any reward of a financial nature, who 
often receive in return a great deal of 
abuse, generally unfounded. 

However, · in recent years the number of 
amenities being sought by the public has 
greatly increased. Due to limitations of 
finance local authorities have been 
struggling to match these demands. I 
aim to make Karrinyup a better place 
to live in. How can this be done~ It 
has been cryptically stated that life is for 
living, and most people work hard at their 
occupations so as to ga.tn an income which 
will increase their opportunity to enjoy 
their leisw-e time. We do not live to work 
but work to live. 

Today the a verage person 1s occupation
ally engaged for fewer hours than ever 
before, excluding perhaps the self
employed person. The major exception I 
make to this is the housewife. I would 
hesitate to say that her duties are lessen
ing. I regard the mother with her family 
as the cornerstone of our society, yet des· 
plte her full-time job as a housewife today 
more and more women are taking another 
full-time job in the work force, either by 
choice or by necessity. 

These women's burdens are enormous; 
yet amazingly they perform both roles suc
cessfully. It 1s the satisfaction that they 
are serving their families that enables all 
mothers and housewives t~in the words 
of a current television advertisement
"wear their fingers to the bone" for thelr 
loved ones. 

How does a community provide a better 
environment for its citizens so that they 
can enjoy Ufe more? My time in local 
government has brought home to me the 
urgent need both to upgrade the provision 
of community services and facilltles in my 
older suburbs and to pla.n ahead for them 
in new subdivisions. 

I am proud to watch the increase in the 
provision of community facilities which- ts 
currently under way in my electorate. I 
have been closely associated with some of 
them. I am also aware of many more Im
provements which still need to be done. 

I would like to describe some of the 
facmttes which are under way at present 
and then comment on the need to provide 
land for comnnmity facUlties in the new 
areas not yet subdivided in Ka.rrinyup. In 
particular l commend the Shire of Wan
neroo--one of the most dynamic local 
governing authorities in Western Australia 
-for the performance it has shown in 
recent years. 

Mr Nanovlch : Hear, hear! 


