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the service of the State. The last thing
I wish to speak about is the establishment
of a University. 1 am pleased to see that
at this early stage of our career that that
all-important matter has not been for-
eotten, I am also pleased to know, as is
provided in the Labonr party’s platform,
that when this University has been esiab-
lished it will be free {0 all, and that theve
shall be no distinetion between vich and
poor people. We know that when the
Bill was originally iniroduced in connes-
tion with this matter by the previous Gov-
ernment that it was proposed fo charge
fees, and that that former Government
eharged fees for the Secondary sehools in
Western Australia. T frust that by one
stroke of the pen all those fees will be
wiped out in the future from the kinder-
garlen fo the university. We can afford
to provide that they shall be absolutely
free to everybody, hecause I consider the
createzt asset Western Ausiralia ean have
is an ecdueated population. I feel sure
that T have taken up suflicient time, and
I will now conclude by moving the follow-
ing Address-in-reply:—

May it please Your Excellency—1Ve,
the Legislative Assembly of the Parlia-
ment of the State of Western Australin
in Parliament assembled, beg to express
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and fo thanl: Your Excellency for lhe
Speech you have been pleased to address
to Parliament.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subinco): In
rising to second the Address-in-veply so
ably and cloquently moved by the member
for Bunhury, I desive first of all to offer
to you, Mr, Speaker, my congratulations
on your appointment to the high position
vou now hold. I think that selection was
a wise one indeed, because T think you are
eminently fitled by your characteristics
and temperament to carry out the dnlies
pertaining to that high office. Whilst it
is undoubtedly gratifyving to the State, and
partienlarly to the members sitting on this
side of the House, that 75 per cent. of
those who are enliiled to vote went to the
polls at the recent elections, I think that
the most gratifring vesuil was that a great
majority of those people saw fit to cast

their votes in the direction of returning
members who were pledged to support
the Labour party, and thereby assisting in
bringing progress and prosperity to this
great State of ours. YWhen I mention pro.’
cress and prosperiiy I do not mention it
in ihe usnal aceeptation of the term, I
mention it in the way of bringing about
increased remuneration for the geuneral
class of working people, becanse there is
not the slighiest doubt that by raising
the standard of living enjoved by the
working classes we bring about the only
true progress and prosperily which could
possibly come io a nation. There is not
the slightest doubt that for some years
past this State, in cormomon with all others
in  Aunstralia, has enjoyed increased
prosperity. If we look through the re-
turns which we receive from the Statisti-
eal Department, we see that in every way
possible inerenzed wealth and prosperity
have eome to this State; but there is one
dark ecloud on the horizon, and that is
with regard to the very dry season which
we are experiencing this vear in our east-
ern agricultural areas. I think that ex-
perience will nof be without its beneficial
results, I think it is generally understood
that those who have studied this gquestion
bave become convineed that those of our
farmers who have pursued scienlifie
methods are this year not suffering the
effecis of the drought as the others ave.
Those who have taken the trouble to fal-
low their lands, and use other means of
scienfifie farming expounded by experts,
find that the results are standing them in
wood stead at the present time. The mem-
ber for Bunbury touched lightly on the
wining industry.  Althongh our gold yield
has been deelining for many vears past,
we still find that this Siate produces about
244 times as much as the next gold-pro-
ducing State of Australia, namely, Vie-
ioria, and produces considerably more
than half the gold produced in the whole
of the Commonwealth. T think these
figzures are very pratifying to all interested
in the mining industry. It 1s also reason-
able Lo expeet that in the near future
increased mineral wealth will be found in
this State. We have not by any stretch
of imagination exhausted all our privi-
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leges of exploration in regard to mineral
wealth, and I think we ean reasonably
expect that in the near future we shall
have some other mining areas found, if
noi as wealthy as the Golden Mile, at least
something that will justify the optimism
in His Excellency’s Speech. I particu-
larly want to touch upon the new legisla-
tion foreshadowed for this session. There
is o great deal of legislalion which we
have not heard much of in Western Aus-
tralia, but whieh in other countries has
been tried and found very beneficial in-
deed, The principal item of new legisla-
lion is to my mind the Homes for Lhe
People Bill, which is to be introduced.
This principle has been given effect to in
New Zealand and South Australia. 1In
both these countries it has proved very
beneficial indeed in enabling workers in
the secondary industries to secure homes
which they otherwise conld not have hoped
for. Another matter is in regard to the
Saturday half-holiday. This was outlined
by the Premier in his policy speech, and
a Bill is to be introduced to give effect {o
the propsals of that speeeh by taking a
vole of the people interested. Not only
the shopkeepers and their assisiants, but
the whole of the shopping public have 2
right to be corisidered in matiers of thns
kind. T think it is a step in the vight
direeton; because after all 1 have never
heard any logical argument why the
weekly half-holiday should not be at the
end of the week instead of in the middle.
1 do not intend to make any remarks with
regard fo the reduction of Ministerial and
Parliamentary officers’ salaries. The
member for Bunbury has dealt fully with
that matter. But what is gratifying to me
is that a Bill is to be brought forward to
amend the ‘Criminal Code, to provide for
the establishment of a comt of eriminal
appeal, For the life of me 1 eannot under-
stand how we have gone on so long re-
fusing to a person who has had sentence
passed upon him the right to appeal to a
higher tribunal, whilst in most infinitesi-
mal matters connected with property =2
litigant in a lower court has his right of
appeal. Another matter is in regard tn
the introduction of indeterminate sen-
tences. If there is one thing more than
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another which eriminologists have agreed
upon it is that the old method of inflicting
punishment for erime is out of date. It
was a cruel way of punishing people, be-
cause the punishment brought about no
good or lasting results, It had, in fact,
opposite results. As far back as the
time of Sir Thomas More very stringent
arlicles were written, and that gentleman
himself wrote a powerful book dealing
with this matter, in which he pointed out
that it was the height of absurdity 1o
punish men for commilting crimes whiclh
our system had practically educated them
up to. This newer method of dealing with
thuse who are unfortunate enongh to bring
themselves within the seope of the law has
proved itself of great advantage in other
countries, and there is no reason why it
should not so prove here. One matter I
would lay stress upon is that it is intended
only to make the principle apply to the
habitnal eriminal. I think that would be
a greai mistake, In Vietoria, where this
class of legislation has been brought to
the highest piteh, the prineiple of inde-
lerrainate sentences applies not only lo
habituals, but to first offenders. It is
applied to first offenders with a view of
trying by education to take away from
their environment those who in their youth
have come within the pale of the law, and
to try by various other means to make
zood citizens of them. I think that any
steps we fake in this direction will be weil
repaid to the State. I may say that, in
Vicioria, when this legislation was first
launched it was brought info existence
without mature consideration, inasmunch o=
it was introduced before a proper reform-
atory has been provided for those who
were to eome under iis operation. Con-
sequently when the board created under
this Ael visited the varions gaols they
found there was not a suitable place in
the whole of Viectoria, and because of this
they were al a great disadvantage. [
frust ihat sieps will be taken to procure
a suitable esiablishment somewhere away
from centres of population, where there
will be sufficient land for successful farm-
ing operations; because it bas been found
that it is only by putting these people io
some remunerative and intelligent class of
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employment that we can hope for some
lasting gzood from the measure. With
regard to education, another subject
iouched upon by the member for Bunbury,
I would like to add that it is oot only
admission to our schools free of charye
that we should insist upon, but we shounld
insist that the whole of the school requi-
sites of our children should be provided
free by the State; because it cannoi be
said that educaiion is free while children
are charged a fairly large amount each
week for books and other plant and
material necessary to thetr edueation.
With regard to the University, these re-
marks would apply also. Further than
that, I may say I am in the happy posi-
tion of being able to suggest an admirable
site tor the University. Crawley Park,
which was purchased by the Government
of this Siafe a few years ago, i in my
opinion the most admirable site we ean
find in the whole of the State for a Uni-
versity. It can be established there with-
out any eost in regard lo procuring the
land, and at the same time an admirable
park can be retained for the people, and
while there is sufficient ground there on
which io establish a University, there is
also suflicient foreshore to make an ad-
mirable pleasure rvesort for the people.
Another matter in the Governor’s Speech
I wish to touch upon is the proposed
amendment of Lhe Coneiliation and Arbi-
tration Aect. Some little time ago the
Federal High Court gave a definiion of
an  induslry, which, to put it mildly,
staggered all the people in Australia who
took an interest in this elass of legislation.
The High Court ruled that an industry
should be defined according to the oceupa-
tion of the employer and not by that of
the employee. I think if we give a
moment’s eonsideration to this we will see
low unreasonable it is, I may menfion
that in clothing factories al the present
tinte there are engine-drivers employed.
It would not take any great stretch of
imagination to see the absurdity of the
position of ruling that an engine-driver
employed in a ¢lothing factory should be
a member of the tailors’ union, and I hope
in amending our Arbitration Act the Gov-
ernment will take particnlar pains to sce

thal industries are defined acecording io-
the occupation of the employee and not
of the employer. Then, again, it is abso-
lutely necessary that the procedure for
citing a case before the court should be
greatly simplified. At the present time
we have the most cumbersome procedurs
that lhe ingenuity of man counld invent.
Not only is a union compelled to pass a
motion by a majority of its members that
it shall eite a case, but the motion has
again to be submitted to the wembers in
the form of a seeret baliof. I confend,
and I think it is a reasonable eontention,
that it should be sufficient lo pass a motion
by a majority of those who eare to attend
the meeting. Then, with regard to taking
breaches of awards to the court it is essen-
tial that the procedure should be simpli-
fied. Theve is the same cumbersome
method to go through as there is in eon-
nection with the citing of a case. I con-
tend we should only be compelled to pass
a motion to smmmon a meeting by a
majority . l‘hose who show interest
enough to aitend that meeting, and that
that shall be sufficient. Speaking of the
arbitration eourt in conjunclion with the
references in the Governor's Speech to the
civil service, I think it would be a wise
procedure to compel the eivil servants to
appreoach the arbitration court to have
their remunerations fixed. I can see no
reason why Government servants should
not have their remuneration fixed by the
court just as is done in the case of culside
workers. That would be of great assist-
ance to the Government, because they
would not have the workers or some of
their servants approaching them every
now and again seeking an inerease in their
salaries, I think that is a point which
the Government might well eonsider in
bringing forward an amendment of this
Acl, I think I have dealt with all the
matters that it is necessary to refer fo at
this juneture, and I shall conclude by say-
ing that it affords me great pleasure lo
second the motion for the adoption of the
Addvess-in-reply, which was so ably
moved by the member for Bunbury.

On motion by Mr. Frank Wilson, debate
adjourned.



