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Hon. J, DUFFELL: Another thought
‘which' oceurs to my mind on this question
ig that omly a few monthe ago the leader of
‘the Opposition in anpther place found reason
‘to exclaim most sincerely and most fervently,
“‘Thank God we have a.;Legmla.t.we.Councal! .
“When these facts are taken into considera-
‘tion, one cannot but' express himself - in
favcmr of the retentioin of this Chamber, At
the sanme time, while I have been a particy-
Jarly strong advoeate of a restriected fran-
«¢hise- for this Chamber, I do realise that it
‘should be elected by tha people who havé a
:stake in the country. I do not refer to
bricks and mortar, but to real live people,
:people who are married and Have homes,
-though they may be paying as little as 7s.
‘6d. per week rent. Heaven knows that in
‘thege times one cannot obtain muech of a
house for 7s. 6d. per week, Under these con-
~ditipng it, ia- clear that every pérson, other
‘than . those peaple whose hats cover their
responsibilities, has a vote for the Legislative
:Council of Western Australia, If such a per-
son has not a vote, it is his or her own faunlt.
‘Certainly it is not the fault of the Electoral

. Department, who during the Jast two years
have been wmost vigilant to ‘see’ that every
person entitled to be enrolled ghall have an
opportunity of enrolling. To that end the

department have ta,ken the “trouble to visit

:the offices of mubicipal councils and réad
every other (lovernment departihent where
information can be obtained as to persons en-
‘titled to be enrolled for the - Legislative
Couneil, “Further, the Electoral Department
have gone:to the expenge of- posting claim

cards to the - housdeholders whose names ap- -

Eear on the various wmunicipal and road
oard regmters - If the . householder has
failed to fill in and return the claim card as
requested, it ig not the fanlt of the Eleetoral
Department.  Therefore, if Mr. Moore is
anxious for the -people to whom he referred
.80 eloquently yesterday afternoen. to be on
the roll of the Legislative Council, I. say
the door is open and the way is easy.

Hon. T. Mpore: What about all the men

hiving on milld in houses for which they pav
6s. per week?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I am nét in a position -
to reply to that interjection, because I do not -

know anything about those men, All I can
say is that if they are- living in housea ear-
rying rtentals of less than 7s. 6d. per week,
they are obtaining their houses very cheaply.
Hon. T. Moore: But their wages-are low.
Hon. J. DUFFELL: I look upon this

- Chamber as the balwark of the State.

Hon. T. Moore: And of democracy?
Hor, J. D L: If it is necessary to
.put those men on the roll, T would advise
them to see to their enrolment straight away.
I am prepared to go this far, that I would
be willing for every returned soldier to have
a vote for the Legiglative Council. When
"we bear in mind the apathy of the people of
. --this State during the Iast Legislative Couneil
. election, we must recognise that szomething

tions.

friendly terms.

.. [CODNGEL.] ;.

should be done to arpuse greater interest
among the pveople who have the privilege
of voting for the Legmla.twe Counecil, It 38
all ‘very well for eandidates seeking ‘re-elec-
tmn or seekmg election for the first time, to
go to great expense in pro?idjng committee
moms a.nd all ‘that kind of thing, and to be
at thé' trouble of preparing addresses which
would wndoubtedly prove interesting if only
the people would eome along to hear them.
But those candidates are extremely disap-
pointed when they find a mere handful of
people come to listen to, them. T am pre-
pared to alter my ‘'views regarding the .fran-
chise for thig Chamber very considerably if
it can be shown that by amendment of the
franchise we can secure beiter Attendances at
clection meetings anfl greater interest in elec-
T sinicerely hope that the majority of
this Chamber will vote against Mr, Panfon’s
amendment. Af the same time I give both
Mr. Panton and Mr, Mooré credit for being
in'real earnest. Later on we shall be able
to give our views as to ecéonomy and as to
ways and means by which money can be
saved to the Btate. In the circumstances I

" shall have no hesitation in voting dgainst

‘the amendment.: -

Hon. T, A: BAGLIN (West) ]4.55): I
appreciate the welcome which has been ex-

_tended to me, and desire to endorse the com-
boards, and ‘the Taxdtion Department, and - : W

plimentary references which have been made

.to Mr. J. F. Allen, lately a member of this

Chamber, I re- -echo the remarks which have
beer made regarding Mr. Allen. The contest
in the Wegt Province was fought on the most
The ma;nnty of the electors
having declared against Mr. Allen, I, too,
think that this Hougse hds lost a very valuable
member, * I trust, however, that before six
years have explred remarks of the nature of
those made to-day concerning Mr, Allen will
be made regarding me. With reference to the

‘duties of membership, I am here to do my
‘very best .in the interests of the State as a

whole, and particularly in the interests of the
provmce 1 represent. Whilst I am a member
of this House I shall give to legislative duties
every attention, pnd memberg will find that
I shall do everything I can to forward the in-
terests of the people. Coming now to the

-amendment, T may say.fthat if I had had a

hand in the framing of .it, there would have
been a straight out declaration for the aboli-
tion of the Legislative Council. The amend-
ment does not ask for that, but says that in
the opinion of this House the State can best
be carried on by a single Chamber elected on
an adult franchise, The amendment does not
declare either that thia House should be
abolished or that the Legislative Assembly
should be abolished, but merely that there
should be only one House elected on an adult

franchise. I support the amendment because

1 believe the time has ‘arrived in the history

‘of this State when the people desire only one

Chamber to rule them. I am counvinced, par-
ticularly so far as the electors of the West
Provinee are concerned, that if a referendum
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on the subject were taken to-morrow, a large
magjority of the people would deelare in favour
of a single Chamber, Twenty years ago, when
the people of this continent were asked to
vote for the establishment of a Federal Gov-
ernment, one of the strongest argiunents used,
and an argument that I feel sure influenced
thousands of people to vote for Federation,
was that there would, under Federation, be
no need for Legislative Councils in the Stafes,
that the Tederal Parliament taking over
many large departments, at least one of the
Chambers of the State Legislatures ecould be
abolished, with a corresponding saving. I
claim that the will of the people should at
no time be vetoed by the vote of x House
electedl on a property qualification. What do
we find in this Statc to-day¥ We have abont
160,000 people voting at the Assembly elec.
tion. At one period 160,000 of our people
are asked to . deelare through the ballot box
whom they wish to rule over them, what Gov-
ernment they desire to control the destinies
of this St{ate, That vote is taken, and the
people declare who shall govern them. I say
that is democracy. I say that when the adult
people, both male and female, are allowed to
voice their opinions thromgh the ballot box,
that is full and free demoeracy. But later, at
another period, we find that & further vote is
taken; but instead of 160,000 people being
consulted, only 50,000 are consulted. Whilst
I admit that there are about 60,000
people who are entitled to vote at Leg-
islative Couneil elections, it has to bé re-
membered that quite a number of these have
votes in various provinces, and bearing that
in mind we are safe in saying that nol more
than 50,000 people should be ailowed to vote at
province elections. If weare going to ask the
representatives of all the people to frame cer-
tain legislation, and at the same time give the
right to 50,000 people to eleet'another body
of men to veto such legislation, then we are
creating an anomaly, and one which should be

wiped out. 1 am sorry that Sir Fdward Wit- -

tenoom is not here, becavse during the debate
yesterday affernoon he frequently desired fo
have pointed out to him what legislation had
heen blocked by this Chamber that was of &
progressive nature. I have heard that cry
pretty often, and again this afternoon from
Mr. Duffell. Mr. Duffell gaid this is a non-
party Chamber. That is only a plan to throw
dust in the eyes of the people. This Chamber,
ever sinee its constitution, has plainly demon-
strated that it is a party House, and to say
at this late hour that it is & non-party House,
is to speak twaddle and endeavour to eamou-
flage the position.

Hon. J. Duffell: Tt iz only camouflage 8o
far as your party is coneerned.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: During the .time the
Lpbonr Government were in  office, 414
years, this House was responsible for reject-
ing, or at all ¢vents mutilating, no fewer than
33 Bills sent up by that Government, and yet
jt is said we are a non-party House, - Had these
Rills been sent.up by another Government
they would have been passed by this Cham-
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ber. Take- the Prices Regulation Bill ag an e3-
ample of what 1 mean. The Labour Govern-
nient gént vp a Bill to ‘provide for a. Prices
Regnlation Commission to last for a period of
12 months, But this Chamber refused to pass
it although it' claims to be 4 non-party House.
Ladat year when the present Government sent
up a similar Bill it wag passed by this Cham-
ber, Theré is only one conclusion to be drawn
from an attitude of this deseription. It seems
very plain that many of ‘those 33 Bills that
were rejeeted by the Chamber were, rejected
for no other reason than ‘that they were sept
up by the Labour Government, )

Hon., J. Duffell: That is a strong state-.
ment to make. '

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: Tt is just ag well io
be candid and to voice one’s opinions and
convictions. During the ¢campsign in which I
defeated the late member, Mr, Allen, I made it
clear to the electors of the West Province

- that I desired them to vote for me, first of all

because I was a Labour candidate, and see-
ondly becavse I believed in the abolition of
the Legislative Council. I was told by many
people that T was loging votes, bul my object
was to come to this House with the assuranee
that I had the majority of Labour supporters
behind me. Since I have told them plainly
from every platform that I am in favour of
the abolition of the Upper Honse, I ean do
nothing less than support the amendment
which provides for a single Chamber.

Hon. J. Duffell: You will be sorry if it
is carried. .
- Hon. I. A, BAGLIN: Not at all. I have
never starved np to the present and I am not
particular whether I get out of a job to-
morrow or not. T ean find another job, but
the hon, member may not be able to do so.
With further referenee to the 33 Bills I have
alluded to, I desire parficularly to mentiom
the Public Works Ac¢t Amendment Bill. Thiy
provided that land required to be resumed for
public purposes might be compulsorily ae-
quired at & price representing an advance of
10 per cent. on the valuation placed on such
property by the owner for taxation purposes.
That appesls to me as a reasonable kind of
menaare, The Government said that if they
wanted to resume land for public purposes i
the interests of the public, it shonld be re-
sumed on that basis. There was not very
much wrong about that particular Bill,
and yet it was rejected by .this Cham-
ber. The Council could pot allow that kind
of legislation to go upon_the statuie book,
and therefore refused to pass it. I have
figures here to show how necegsary it was
for a Bill of that nature to be passed info
Jaw. There i3 one instance of an owner

-who valued his property for taxation pur-

poses at £830, but as soon as the Govern-
ment claimed the property for public pur-
poses, he wanted £1,750. 1t was only vgort-h
£830 for taxation purposes, but this jump
ocenyred a8 soon as the Government wanted
it. The question ‘was submitted to arbitra-
tion and the owner got £1,600 for the land.
Another owner valued his property at £150



52

for taxation purpnses and demanded £1 400

when the Government wanted it for pubhc
utilitiés.: Upon reference to arbitration the
owner received £478. In another case the
owner valved his property at £1,000 for taxa-
tion' purposes, and demanded of the Govern-
ment no less than £4,000, I have a list of
many ingtances of that kind. If we are sent
bere to protect the interests of the public, to
see that they are not robbed and exploited,
then, when legislation .of this nature comes
before us; it should be passed. -Some hon.
members who voted "against this particular
Bill will no, doubt be able to enlighten the
House as to why they did so. Because of
their instructions to defeat the Bill at that
Juncture the State.lost thousands of pounds.
There” are many hon. members who are re-
presenting vested interests in this Chamber,
They are sent here and havé to deliver the
goods. If they do not, they may lose their

gseats at the next election. If they are here -

simply représenting a seetion of the com-
munity and vested interests omly, the time
has arrived when there shonld be a single
Chamber, one elected on a broad adult fran-
chise,. I am pleased that Sir Edward Wit
tenoom has re-entered the Chamber and am
ready to furnish him with a list of the 33
-*Bills I have réferred to. I cannot believe that
this is a mon-party Chamber, but possibly
when I am here a little longer T may

.Hon, J. Duffell: Know more about it.

Hon, P, A, BAGLIN: T may do so. But
the more I know abont it the -more con-
¥inced shall T be that this House is useless
and that the people do not require it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Have you examined

the virfues of these Billa or the reasons for
their rejoction?
- Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: T have a good idea
wf most of them., I have been a fairly close
student ‘of all the Bill§ which have gone
through this Chamber 'and I ¢an name a good
many of them.

Hon. J, Nicholson: Have you got them %

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: I have them here,
I have named one in particular. Possibly
the hon. member may be able to tell me later
why it was rejected, in company with the
others I have mentioned, by this House. 1
wag amused at Mr, Duffell’s remark that
merely those persons who only had s hat on
their head were denied a vote for this par-
ticular Chamber. I should like to take him
toe Fremanfle to see Princess Buildings,
owned by Captain Biddles. There is a great
scarcity of housing accommodation at the
port, and later on I will ask this Chamber
to do something to see that more accommo-
dation is provided at Fremantle, Owing to
this lack of aeccommodation people are eom-
pelled, very often against their wish, to live
in rooms, either furnished or otherwise, and
several families have to live in the one
house. Over the Princess Theatre there are
chambers known as Princess Buildings, and
Captain Biddles lets rooms or flats there to
people who have fo pay from 15s. to £1 a
week., These people have not the right to
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vote. There are no means of getting them
the vote because they pay their rent to Cap-
tain Biddles, and therefore cannot be placed
on the Toll. This happens all over Fremantle.
There .are hundreds of people to-day who

Jhave, I presume;, as much at stake in thig

country as Mr. Duffell, and yet are denied &
vote for this Chamber.

Hon. J. Duffell: You cammot name one.
" The PRESIDENT: Order! ’

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN: One has to consider
what a stake in the country really Js: - Of
course if bricks and mortar constitute a
stake in the country, and if sheep and aecres
constitute a’stake, then it ia all right, Every
man has to comply with the laws that this
particular House enacts, and that being so
I. ¢laim that every person should ‘have the
right to say who is going to represemt him,
There is nothing else for it. If wé go on in-
flicting on the people of the State a certain
amount of legislation and possibly punish-
ment for crimes, those people have a perfect
right to say who shall frame the laws,

Hon. J. Cornell: What will you do about
those who break the laws® '

Hon, F, A. BAGLIN: I suppose if our
friend were punished for every law he broke
he world not be here to-day. That would
apply possibly to all members present. I
am supporting the amendment principally be-
cause I believe the people of Western Aus-
tralia are over-governed, and that the time
is ripe for us to submit to the ‘people of
Western Australia the question whether they
want the two Chamber system or not. 1
really believe that if a vote were taken fo-
morrow 4 large majority of the people of
Western Australia would deelare againt the
bi-cameral system. If the amendment is not
carried I eertainly think we should at least
give the people an opportunity to say what
they want. T leave the question to the good
judgment of hon. members. So far as T am
concerned T have a mandate from the elect-
ors of the West Province, and I would be
failing in my duty and failing in that pro-
mise if T did not support the amendment. 1
am prepared to go even further and to vote
for a straight-out resolution for the abolition
of the Legislative Council.

" Hon. Sn' E. H WITTENOOM (North)
[519]: .1 am sure that all of us in the short
life we have passed in this world appreciate
a new sensation, and I can honestly admit
baving experienced one yesterday afternoon
when I heard the speeches of the two hon.
memhers who' proposed and seconded the
amendment to the Address-in-reply. T lis-
tened with the greatest attention to their re-
marks, and T brought to bear a fair amonnt
of intelligence, at any rate as much intelli-
gence as members on this side of the House
are allowed to bave, when listening to the
hon. members’ speeches. With regard to
what Mr. Panton had to say, I am sorry to
have to declare that his remarks did not
carry conviction to me., He appeared to be
exceedingly half-hearted in his advocaecy of



