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Ireland, which shall be followed as far as
they can be applied to the proceedmgs of
this House.

Amongst those forms are the carrying of
the mace, the reading of prayers at the
opening of Parliament, and the wearing of
gown and wig. I have ‘to remember that
in this position T am to carry out the orders
of the House, and therefore to carry out
this first Standing Order until otherwise
provided for. I must respect the views of
all sections of this Chamber. I have no
right to overlook even the.prejudices of hon.
members. - There are some who believe it
adds to the dipnity of the position, or at
all events to the appearance, to wear the
prescribed form of adormment, if it be
adornment, attaching to the office of the
Speaker,

Hon. Sir James Mitechell: Hear, hear!

Mr. SPEARKER: There are those who
believe the eomtrary, but it is not for me to
wound the feelings of any member on either
side of the Honse by assuming the position
that I am the sole master and dictator of its
ceréemonies. These are the peculiar posses-
sions and righfs of hon. members themselves.
1f, therefore, alterations in the procedure
of the House, or in the circumstances aiten-
dant on the office of Speaker, be desired,
the matter should go through the wusnal
course of being remitted to the Standing
Orders Committee, and then of the House
being allowed a voice in the determination
of the procedure to be followed. I have ex-
plained so much to the House because I feel
it is necessarv. I wish to offend none. 1T
shall endeavour to make myself the ideal,
not being able, I know, to reach if, as re-
fleeted in the speeches of congratulation, of
an impartial occupant of this Chair.

Members: Hear, hear!

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER-ELECT.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [12.587: I have to inform you, Mr.
Speaker, that His Excellency the Adminis-
trator will be pleased to receive you forth-
with, together with hon. members who may
desire to ateompany you.

Mr. SPEAKER ([12.59]: T suspend the
sitting wntil T return from visiting His Ex-
celleney, the Administrator.

Sitting suspended from I p.m. to 1.22 pm.

Mr, SPEAKER said: T have to report that

T have snbmitted myself to His Excelleney

the Tieutenant-Governor and that His Ex-

cellency has heen pleased to express his sat-

isfaction at the choice of the Assembly in
the following terms:—

The Hon. the Speaker of the Legislative

Assembly,—Tt is with murh pleasrre that

T learn that yon have keen elected by the

members of the Legislative Assembly to
the high and honourable office of Speaker
of . that House. I have every confidenca
that you will fill the office in a worthy
and dignified manner, and I have the hon-
our to affirm the comstitutional rights and
privileges hitherto enjoyed by the Legis-
lative Assembly of this State. (Signed)
Robert Furse MeMillan, " Lieut. Govemor
and Administrator.

His Excellency has also been pleased to give
me a commission to swear in memhers of
this Houese.

Sitting suspended from 1.£26 to £.55 p.m.

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUTENANT.
GOVERNOR.

Mr. Speaker and hon. members, in response
to somimong, proceeded to the Legislntive
Couneil Chamber and, having heard His Ex-
cellency deliver the opening Speeseh (vide
Council report ante), returned to the Legis-
lative Assembly Chamber. Mr, Speaker re-
simed the Chair. . - '

B]LL—UNCLAIM'ED MONEYS ACT
AMENDMENT.,

The PREMIER (Hon. P, Collier—Boul.
der) by leave, without notice (by way of
asserting privilege) introduced a Bill for
an Acet to amend the Unclaimed Moneys
Act Amendment Aect, 1924,

Bill read a first time,

THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR’S
OPENING SPEECH.

Mr, SPEAKER: In company with hon,
members of this Chamber, I attended His
Excelleney the Lieutenaut-Governor and Ad-
ministrator in the Legislative Council Cham-
ber to hear the Speech His Excellency was
pleased to deliver to both Houses of Par-
liament. For greater accuracy T bave had
printed copies of the Speech distributed
amongst members of this Chamber,

ADDRESS-ITN-REPLY.
First Day.
Mr, PANTON (Menzies)
move—

That the following address be presented
to His Ezcellency in reply to the Speech
he has been pleased to deliver to Parlia-
ment:—“*May it plrase Your Exzcelleney.
We, the members of the Legislative As-
semhly of the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament assem-
Yled, beq to exnress our lnualty o our
Mogt Gracious Sovercign, and te thank
Your Exeellency for the Speech you have
been pleased tn deMrer to Parliament®'

[3.271: 1
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It is with some diffidence that I move this
motion, because I realise that it will open
a flood of oratory in this House lasting for
the next fortnight or three weeka.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: Why for three
weeks?

Mr, PANTON: Becanse my hon. friend
i8 here. I am of opinion that the eloguence
we shall hear will not be of very much ser-
vice to the State generally, and copae--
quently I will endeavour to set an example,
which 1 hope other members will #ollow, by
making my speech as brief as possible. At
the outset T wish to tender my congratula-
tions to you, Sir, on your election to the
Speakership of tbe Assembly. Members will
agree that it is a fitting tribute to your long
and honoured career in the Parliament of
the State. T also wish to tender my con-
gratulations te the Premier and his col-
leagues on their elevation to Cabinet rank.
More particularly do I wish to tender my
congratulations to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and his two sub-leaders—for I under-
stand that he has two sub-leaders—and 1
think T am safe in saying that the Leader
of the Opposition and his sub-leaders will
be an acquisition to the Opposition benches.
I trust they will live long and occupy their
present positions for many years to come.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then you are
in for a disappointment.

Mr. PANTON: It will pot be my first.
Turning to the Speech, it will be gratifying
to the electors to find, by way of a change,
that a party have taken over the reins of
government who are prepared, judging by
the important Bills foreshadowed in the
Speech, to put on the statute-book what they
have been advocating on the hustings, Mem-
bers on both sides will welcome the proposed
amendment to the land tax, and the Closer
Settlement Bill,

Mr, Latham: I notice that the side intro-
dueing it ara the least likely to pay the tax.

The Minister for Lands: You do not pay

any.

iir. Latham: Yes, I do—a pretty big one.

Mr. Lambert: It is not your fault, if you
do.
Mr. PANTON: I am rather surprised to
have drawn an interjection of that sort from
one of the suh-leaders of the Opposition.

Mr., Lambert: Which party does he lead?

Mr. PANTON: Don’t ask me, there are
too many of them on that side,

Sir .James Mitchell: There are mno social-
ists mnor communists, nor Bolsheviks, on
this side.

Mr. PANTON: As T say, the proposed
amendment of the land tax will be wel-
comed by members on both sides. If one
is to take the Press as a gaunge of public
opinion, the reform has been advocated for
some time. The ‘‘Westralian Worker,’’ the
“‘West Anstralian,’’ and particularly the
‘‘Leader,’’ have advocated this measure,
and gso T think it will be welcomed by all
parties. If Parliament believes in an immi-

pration scheme and a land settlement policy,
it ie obvious that we must have the most
essential commodity, namely, the land.

. Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Adam thought
that.

Mr. PANTON: Adam thoughbt a lot that,
I hope, the Leader of the Opposition does
not think, The proposed land tax will be
the means of bringing into full use much
unused land adjacent to railways. As a
representative of a mining electorate, I am
particularly pleased to note that the mining
industry is to reeeive special attention. An
industry that has produced £150,000,060
worth of gold and has paid over £28,000,000
in dividends, certainly ought to be encour-
aged. TUnfortunately of late years sncees-
sive Governments bave been unable to ses
over a wheat ficld, and consequently the min-
ing industry has not been sighted by them.
If 2 Royal Commission is to be appointed,
T hope it will inquire into the many leases
held idle at present. Another section of
leases that, I trnst, the Government will
take into consideration even before obtain-
ing a report from the propesed Royal Com-
mission is that embracing leases on which the
Goverpment have advanced money, and which
are pow lying idle. Some of those leases
have never had a trial, Take the Rivering
Soutb. The whole of the money subscribed
by the shargholders in that mine, some
thousands of pounds, and £5,000 advanced
by the Government, wag praetically all apent
on the surface. I am told that at onc time
there werc 40 men on the surface and nine
men underground, with two machines. Con-
sequently, the mine has never hadl a fair
deal, To-day there iz a mortgage of £5,000
held by the Government. Of course no syndi-
cate is preparcd to accept that respomsibil.
ity, although there are syndicates who, but
for that responsibility, would readily give
the mine a fair trial, All that the Govern-
ment have for the £5,000 advanced are lhe
poppet beads and the shafts. The Gov-
ernment should take into comsideration the
advisability of lifting that mortgage and
giving somehody an opportunity to iry out
the mine. Then there is the question of the
treatment meted oui fo the old prospectors,
All will agree that we owe much fo the
prospectors. If it were not for the pros-
pectors in the back blocks, there iwould be-
very little hope of finding new fields. Aost
of thoese prospectors have been able to carry
on only through obtaining sustenance hy
pulling a few tons of sandalwood. Not-
withstanding all that was promised during
last session of Parliament to accrue from
the sandalwood monojoly, we find there is
grave danger of the bulk of the prospectors
having to come into the towns in search of
work; for, owing to the monopoly sot up b
the late Government, and the unigque Jdisin-
bution of sandalwood, the prospcctor has
been left without means of gustenance.
There were 750 tons of sandalwood ear-
marked for genuine prospestors, Bunt the
number of appreved applications for parcels
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of thgt 750 tops will wink it out at abont
11, tons per amnum ner man. The vaunted
boom of the £18 per ton for the pullers has
not by apy means been reslieed. I npent a
good deal of time readingy ip *‘Hganeard’'
the debates on the sandalwood question last
session. Jt was very poticeable that the
syeakers, particularly those behind the then
Government, appearcd to be much concerncd
abont the puller. The then Premier, now the
Leader of the Opposition, was much eon-
cerned.

Mr. Marshall: He was only pulling ihe
leg of the paller.

Mr. PANTON: I am not s thonght
reader, so I eanpot say what was in the wind
of the then Premier. However, I do kunow
that the bulk of the pullers are now receiv-
ing as low as £13 per ton for sandalwood.

Mr. Marshall: Tt wonld not average that
much,

Mr. PANTON: No, I do not think it
would. However, a lot of them in iy eon-
stiteency bave been receiving £13 and np-
wards,

Hon. Sir Jameg Mitchell: Why not report
it to the Mijnister for Forests? He would
set that straight.

Mr. PANTON: The hon. member does not
know what has heen donme. The regulation
dealing with the £16 per ton provides that,
in the event of the puller having the price
of his timber reduced, he has the right of
appeal to the Conservator of Forests. But
on making ingujries at the department, T
found that the system In vogue is this:
The company at Fremantle, on recelving g
truck of wood and desiring a reduction in
the price, applles to the department, The
Cangervator thereupon sends en inspector to
Fremantle, and the inspeetor decides what
price the poller shell get, puts up a re-
commendation to the Conservator, and
the thing is approved. Comgequently when,

some days Jlater, the puller gets g
yoturn  intimating that the priee of
his  wood is only £13 or 214

3 13 no wee nppenling to the Conservator,
becnuse the Conservator has already given
bis approval and the puller can proceed
no further. Acecording to the agreement
$,000 tons of sandaiwood have to be hauled
every year. The position I de not like
is thiu: if it ip posaible far the four eom-
panies enjoying the monopoly to effect an
average reducting of £2 or £3 per tom in
the value of the wood it will mean hang-
ing up an amount of £12,000 to £18,00n
per annum for gomeone to make a profit
ant of,

Mr. Richardson: Has not the Miniater
power to deal with thati

Mr. PANTON: The Minister may have
power to ecanecl the repulation. That ia
what T am appealing te him to de, so that
thin monopoly may be broken down. I
bave every respect for our departmental
offirers, but ¥ say that wa as o Parliament
have no right to allow from £12,000 to

*»

£18,000 to dangle in the air for someone
to get bold of.

Mr. George: The £16 per
to have been the myinimum.

Mr. PANTON: That is not what I find
is the minimum. The hon. member may
recollect that the previous Goverament
proposed there should be a £16 minimum
per ton for fair average quality sandal-
wood., The remarkable part of the matter
is that there hazs been no feir averaga
quality wood coming dowm, egpeclally
gince the elections were over. Apparently
it had gll been below that standard. The
sandalwood is taken out of the trueks and
is then gtacked. It would be interesting
to know whether it is consigned fo China
ag fair average quality timber. I venturse
to say that every truck of wood, whether
it ia paid for on the basis of £16 a ton or
£13 a ton, is eventually sold to the Chinese
buyers for the same price. I trust the
Government will immediately take up this
question. If they fail to do so we may
find a Jot of prospectors coming to town
asking for financial assistance to emable
therm to carry onm tbeir ordinary avecation,
which they may otherwise be prevented
from doing. Tbese men have beer inde-
pendent for years, and we¢ as a Parliament
ought to be the last to do anything to
undermine that independence, and prevent
them from obtainiog the snstémance to
which they have been accustomed for so
lopg a time.

Mr. Mann: Would you like to sco them
go back to the old positionf

Mr. PANTON: No, but I want to gee
them get their £16 a ton, The hon. mem-
ber koowg that if the monopoly had not
been created the Government rcould have
taken other steps that would have ensursd
the puller receiving mnot Jess than this
gmount. As the regulations are at present
a cart and horse cap he driven through
them, and the cutiers do not receive the
minimum of £16 a ton, The hon, member
must know that quite well,

Mr. Hughes: There will be an increaase
in the Chimese balanee sheet next year.

Mr. PANTON: T know itha Government
fully realise the poaition, and T am pre-
pared to leave the matter in their hands.
Reference is made in the Speech to the
nmetropolitan water supply, For as long
as T can remember this subject has found
& placa in the Governor’s Speach. The
electors of the metrepolitan area can con-
gratulate themselves that the Government
of the day are going to push om thils ser-
vice as quickly as possible,

Mr. Richardson: What are they doing
in regard to that?

Mr, PANTON : The hon, member bad
better ask a question of the Minister Tor
Works,

Mr. Richardson :
going to do9

{on was

But what sre they
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Mr, PANTON: If T bad been a member
representing a metropolitan distriet I
should have found thai out long ago.

Mr, Richardson: I think I know, but
would like you to tell us.

Mr. PANTON: T do not intend to go
into a lot of details.

Mr, Richardson: Tell the House what
vou know.

Mr. PANTON: The hon. member may
listen to me if he likes, or go outside.

Mr. Richardson: T am not going ontside.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. PANTON: All will welcome the pro-
posal for State insurance, I do not pro-

pose to discuss in detail the various Bills
that are to be brought forward, for an
opportunity will be afforded us all to deal
with them at the proper time. The Arbi-
tration Aet Amendment Bill will, T think,
also be welcome. The party supporting the
present Government is pledged to arbitra-
tion, and all members of the Opposition
are also pledged to it. Many of these who
sent memhera opposite to their places in
this House have invariably suggested the
Arbitration Court when they have attended
industrial conferences.

Mr. Latham: We do not believe in the
employer fixing the hours of work.

AMr, PANTON: Tmagine the hon, mem-
ber saving he does not believe in farmers
fixing the hours of the worker! The only
thing that worries bim is that there is not
enongh davlight in which work can be
done. Tt is not much use baving an Arbi-
tration Act or a court of arbitration to
administer it if the court itself is unable
to funetion. Tndustrialists in this State
have, during the last few years, found that
the court has become congested and ont
of date, and that its methods are obsolete.
I am npot referring to members of the
court, I am referring prinecipally to the
facilities of the cnurt to hear and try the
many cases that come before it. Govern-
ments have in the past averlooked the
fact that the industrial trade union move-
ment has grown to such an extent that if
arbitration is to be the method by which
industrial disputes are settled, we must
give the court proper facilities for hear-
ing the disputes, Union after union has
lodged its plaint with the eourt, and some
of them have had to wait for years to be
heard. JIn some cases the unions have
become =0 exasperated that they have
taken the only action possible, namely,
strike.

Mr. Marshall: The Chamber of Mines
soon pot its case before the eonrt.

Mr. PANTOX: Of late years it has be-
come somewhat popular to po on strike. in
order that eme party might force itself into
the court over the heads of others. T know
that the Minister for Lahour, ‘with his long
assoeiation with industrial movoments, fully
realises the position, and I trust this House

will give him all the assistance possible to
enable him to secure an amendment of the
Act that will facilitate the work of the
court and make it casier for the umions to
bave their cases heard. The cost of arbi-
tration should not be taken into acecount, A
strike lasting a few weeks, and involving a
few hundred men, would seon represent a
loss that would more than cover the cost of
arbitration for many years ahead. Prior to
entering upon the electionecring campaign,
I looked into the question of rallway
freights and fares, and noted several inter-
esting comparisons that eouli be made con-
cerning them. I also found that some as-
tounding anomalies existed in this State un-
dertaking. From Perth to the terminus in
my clectorate the distance is 455 miles,

Mr. Mann: Does anyone live out there?

Mr. PANTON: The hon. member had
better not go there, for if he does he may
find someone who is looking for him. I
find en investigation that a farmer can
freight his super, which is an essential comn-
modity for his particular industry, a dis-
tance of 455 miles, for 11s, 6d. per ton.
After he produces hizs wheat, he can have
the pgrain hrought back that distance for
Eds, Gd, per ton.

Mr. Latham: If he had any out there!

Mr. PANTON: T know the hon. member
would not go out as far as that to grow
wheat. He would get lost, T am talking
about Tarmers, but not 8t. George’s-terrace
farmers. On the other hand the miner, who
requires explosives as an esential commodity
for his particular industry, has to pay 233s.
to freichf them a similar distanee over the
railwaya, as against 11s. 6d. that is paid
by the farmer for super.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What is the
freight on ores; is it the same as on super?

Mr. PANTON: T am not here to answer
questions, It may be said that explosives
are regarded as a dangerous freight, and
that therefore thev have to bs charged at
special rates. That, however, is not so, for
-the same rate applies also to lea, drapery
and tobacco.

Mr. Mann: Ig the rate on tea and tobaeco
not the same for the agricultural districts?
What is the analogy?

Mr. PANTON: I'mmediately one compares
the rates upon explosives with those upon
super, one is told that explogives are dan-
gerous, and must be earried at a special rate.
Ag a matter of fact, this rate is not charged
beeanse explosives are dangerous, for the
rate for tea, drapery and tobaceo, which
cannot be =aid to be dangerous, i3 exactly
the same. The argument that explosives are
dangerons, does not, therefore, apply.

Mr. Marshall: Explosives are as essential
to the mining industry as super is to the
agrienltural industry.

Mr. PANTON: Quite so. I do not ask
the Government to inerease the rate upon
super, hut T do want them to bring down
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the rates upon mining requisites. I discov-
ered an astounding anomaly in comneetion
with excursion fares, When I arrived in
Menzies I found that a pamphlet bad been
issued by the Railway Department, in which
it showed the trains by which the women and
children of the goidfields could travel on
excursion tickets to Fremantle, Albany,
Bunbury, Geraldton and the other ports. It
appears that the wives and children of the
men who reside in the never-never parts of
the mining areas may obtain excuorsion fares
along the Leonora-Menzies line on certain
snecified dates, namely, December 11th and
25th, Janvary 8th and 22nd, and February
5th. On those days only may they enjoy
excursion fares to any of the seaport towns.
If members wil] turn to the rate book, and
look at the regulations on page 54, they will
find that the women and children of the
farmers can obtain an exeurgion fare to a
sea port on any day they like for 51 weeks
in the year. The only exception is Christ-
mas week, when the railways are usually
busy. T cannot see the reason for this
differentiation between the women and chil-
dren on the goldfields, and those in the agri-
cultural areas.

Mr. Latham: You have not read the regu-
lation correctly. It cannot be true.

Mr, PANTON: The hon. member will
find it is correct if he will look at the rate
bhook.

Mr. Latham: It applies in exactly the
same way to the agrienltural areas.

Mr. PANTON: That is so, but the people
in the agricultural srems ean get B trip
and back on any day they like during the
5% weeks of the vear. The hon. member
may shake his head, but I bave seen the
regulations and a Btation-master who ooght
to know his business told me that I was
correct.

Mr. Huphes: Don’t shout to loudly, or
vou will wake the T.eader of the Opposi-
tion.

Mr, PANTON: T am very sorry that the
Leader of the Opposition was disturbed
from his slumbers by my voice, bnt if he
does not wish to be awakened be will have
to tell his suh-leaders not to interject. I
trust that the Minister for Railways will
look into this very important question. I
am convinced that he will find that my inter-
pretation of the regulations, and that of
the station-master. are correct. There should
be no differcntiation. I do not propose to
keep the House any longer; I have already
gpoken for a quarter of an hour longer than
} intendrd doing. I have much pleasure in
pubmitting the motion.

Mr. LAMOND (Pilhara) [3.58]: T have
muech pleasure in seconding the motion so
ably suhmitted by the member for Menzies
(Mr. Panton}. T am glad to see, aceording
tn the Governor’s Sneech, that it is pro-
posed to give speeial attention to the min-
ing industry. We have a wonderful field in

2]

the Pilbara electorate to prospect and de-
velop. We have there mot only gold, but
other minerals of considerable value such as
aghestos, tantalite, vanadium, scheelite, and
tin, and no specinl assistance has ever been
given to develop any of them. T trust also
that consideration will be-given to this ele¢-
torate on account of its inaccessibility. Im
the }ast, the absence of (lovernment assist-
ance has been very comspicuous. I wish to’
draw the attention of the House to another
serious disadvantage under which the Pil-
bara district lahours—I refer to the high
cost of living, whieh is a serious bar to
advancement there. To that must be attri-
buted the fact that many people have been
coimpelied to abandon their vo¢ations in that
part of the State; they have been forced
to seck their livelihood elsetwhere and in
other walks of life, This has been brought
about largely by the exploitation tactics of
the local business firms. While people who
reside in distant parts of the State—
places like the Pilbara -eclectorate—are
compelled to pay exorbitant prices for
their stores, we cannot expect them to
remain there. Therefore, it is needless
to hope for 2 revival in mining industry
nnder cxisting conditions. Ir support of
my contention I may be permitted to quote
for the benefit of members some of the
prices ruling at Marble Bar for necessary
commoditiss, and compare them with exist-
ing prices in the metropolis. A 50Ib. bag
of flour at Marble Bar costs 15s.; ia Perth
the price is 7a. Wheat eostas 18s. a bushel
at Marble Bar; in Perth the price is 5s. 9d.
Onions cost 6d. a Ib, at Marble Bar and
214d. in Perth. Sugar costs 8d. at Marble
Bar and 5d. in Perth. Jam costs 22s per
dozen'at Marble Bar and 10s. 8d. in Pertb.
Milk costs 20s. per (dozem tins at Marble
Bar and 11s. 6d. in Perth., Matcbes cost
4g. 0d. at Marble Bar and 2s. 3d. in Porth.
Patent medicines—I refer to pain killer,
which iz very largely used in the distant
parts of the State—costs 4s. 3d. a bottle in
Marble Bar and 3s. in Perth. Gelignite at
Marble Bar costs £5 6s. 6d. per case, and
in Perth £2 19s. 6d. I could quote many
other instances of digparity in prices, but
these will do fur my purpoge at presemt. T
consider that the best assistance that can
he priven to the people in that part of the
State is to establish a Government store.
Sueh an jnstitution wonld help not eonly
those already there, Lut it would be an in-
ducement to others whe have left the dis-
triet to return to it. There is plenty of
room in that part of the State for every-
body. It is very sparsely populated. I know
mazy who would go there to-morrow if they
were certain of being able to seenre their
stores at rensonable rates. My sole desire
in making the reguest for the establishment
of a Government store at Marble Bar is to
reduce the high cost of living that has pre-
vailed there for so long., There is no reason
why jpenple who go ogut to distriets like
Pilbara should be obliged to submit to pro-



