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CJ> WW he advise if early attention will 
be given to the school arounds? 

The MINlSTER replied: 
U> No. 
<2> The school ln question has been ~n 

the department's llst ror attention since 
1947. althourh lt ls understood represent&· 
tlons were made long before that year 
without result. The ground was not ln 
as bad condl~lon as many others which 
have received attention slnce 1947. as soil 
conditions are much better. 

(3) Treasury approval Is being sought 
for certain proposed improvements. 

BULK HANDLING. 
fa) As Co Btn, GTa.s1 Valley. 

Hon. A. R . 0. HAWKE asked the Min· 
lster for Lands: 

Cl> What hu been responsible for hold· 
Jog up the work of lnstallllli' a bulk wheat 
bin at Grus Valley? 

(2) Is lt Intended to ha.ve a bulk wheat 
bin constructed and completed at thls 
centre thls year? 

The MINl.STER replied: 
(1 > Lack 'or material for tuling of rail· 

way yards. 
<2> Yes. 

f bJ A& to Bin&, Quelagetting an4 North 
Cun4erdin. 

Hon. A. R. O . HAWKE asked tbe Min· 
ister for Lands: 

Is it intended to erett and complete 
bulk wheat bins ln the Quelagettlng and 
North C\lndcrdin d!stl'icts l.n ti.me to f:D· 
able them to be used to handle the 1950 
harvest? 

The MINISTER replied: 
The work in connection with the erec

tion of bulk wheat bl.ns at QueI.asettlng 
and wattercnrrin <North Cunderdln> dJs
tr1cts has been held up owing to shortage 
of necessarY equipment. It ls intended 
that these shOUld be available for use to 
handle the 1951 harvest. 

TRAFFIC. 
As to Removal o/ Undergroun4 

Conveniences. 
Mr. YA TES asnd the Minister fOT Local 

Government: 
n> Bas a decision been reached between 

the Government and tt1e Perth City Coun
cil concerning the removal of the under
ground convenlcnces from St. George's
terrace? 

t 2) U so, when is the removal likely to 
take place? 

The MINISTER replied: 
<U No. 
<2> The matter is at present the subJect 

of discussion between certain departmental 
officers and representatives of the Perth 
City Council. A decision is expected in 
about one week. 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 
sttm Dav. 

Debate resumed from the preVious day. 

MR. TOTTERDELL <West Perth) 
l 4.<ts1 : The ftrst thln& that ls usually done 
Jn thls aufUllt assembly ts to extend to 
you. Sir. congratulatJons on your re
apPOlntment to the omce of Speaker, and 
that I do with a areat deal of sincerity. 
After 21 years in public lite, today 1 find 
myself making my ma.Iden speech 1n this 
Chamber and It is an extremely important 
occasion to me because it happens to be 
my birthday. Therefore, I feel very elated. 
In submitting this, m.y maiden speech, to 
you, I feel , in spite of my experience, al· 
m.ost as nervous AS a bride. 

That. which I wish to bring forward ftrst 
1s a. matter that is under review l.n Par
liament and that is to advocate, it pos
sible, a more progressive housing policy 
to this State. We have all beard many 
sad and pathetic stories as to the people's 
sulTerlni and yet we do not seem to reach 
any solution to overcome the diftlculty. 
'ntls afternoon I hope to be able to SUi
gest to this House some constructive sug
gestions as to how this problem should 
be tackled. Not for a moment do I claim 
that I am a broom and bope to sweep 
clean the terrible tangle this country Is in, 
but I do want to feel, after having sub
mitted JDY views, all the better for so 
dolng. 

Tn the 1lrst place, I wlsh to suggest a 
more vtgorous policy by the Government, 
because the way we are goiDg now this 
dreadful housing tangle is getting worse 
and I cannot see how we are going to get 
out of it. Our aim should be to make the 
people CQntented a.nd happy an.d I for 
one wm never be satlslied until everyone 
in the community has a decent house in 
which to live. It is well known that pre
war Western Australia produced 2,400 
homes and this present year's target Is 
6,300. On the face o! it that sounds verY 
progressive. but it. is not so good as lt 
ftrst appears. We have to remember that 
in the pre-war da.ys 2,400 houses were not 
all the buildings that were being erected: 
we were oonotructing factories. industrial 
establishments and other large buildings 
at the same time, and, further. 2,400 
homes were au that were required to meet 
t.he then needs or the day. 

Today we find that the State Housing 
Commission has reduced quite a lot of the 
comforts and faclll tles which existed in 
the cottages built pre-war. The Commis
sion has reduced the size of the rooms. and 
the ceJling heieht from !Oft. 61n. to 9fl. 
which, I think, ls not a fair thing in this 
climate. Unfortunately, It seems to be 
a necessity for the time be1ng as was 
agreed to by the Perth ctty Council. which 
is the mother of the councUs, because it$ 
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members are of the oplnion that It. was 
belpl.na tbe housing progra!DJlle to move 
along. I r;uggest that the target for 1950 
should be 10,000 dw~s and, if we do 
not reach that number, the needs o! the 
community wtU never be satisfied. That 
target can be reached with a better 
balanced programme of building construc
tion and wlth the workers engaged. We 
read dreadful thinas about the Trades Hall 
a.nd of a bricklayer now laying only 400 
bricks per day and so on, but I for one 
do not subscribe to that at all. 

I consider. from my experience of build
Lng, that a bricklayer cannot lay a greater 
number of brlolcs in a day because ot tbe 
PoOr quality article wlth which he has 
to work, and the fact that he has to turn 
over a doi.en bricks to ftnd one good race
brlck. Therefore, because of that. at tbe 
end of a hard day's work. he has probablY 
laid only 300 or 400 bricks. That is not 
his fault, but the fault of the matertal 
with whJch he ls working. I feel that we 
could improve that condition very con
siderably. Let the Government prOduce 
more &lld better brlcb: the bricklayer wlll 
then give a tar better day's work than 
he Is giving now. I am a bricklayer my
adf, and I si>eak with a good deal o! feel
ing. The bricklayer cannot give the best 
results because of the poor quality of 
material he has to work with. 

My obJect Is to try to induce the Gov
ernment to produce a better artlcle. to get 
out of the buUdln& trade and get on to 
the prOduction side. Let t.he builders, the 
men who understand the busln~. do their 
Job, and we shall possibly have better re
sults. We ftnd, after ftve years of peace, 
or so-called peace. th&t we h&ve only one 
decent brickyard ln Western Australia. 
Th&t Is a. shocking state of a.tfalrs. We 
should have at least four or ftve good 
brick:yards, and, instead of our target be
ing 5,000,000 bricks per month, or 
50,000,000 per annum, we should make it 
100,000,000 bricks. Give the bricklayers 
plenty of material and we shall have 
plenty of homes. Bricks come from 
Mot.her Earth and should be easy enough 
to make. 

I do not think It would be out of pla.ce 
to quote Mr. Winston Churchill's famous 
sloran. "Give us t.be tools and we will 
ftni.sh the job." Give them more bricks and 
the brlckl&yers wW build more houses. One 
cannot blame a man for going a little bit 
slow If be sees that for the next day be 
will not have eDOugh material with which 
to start. It is onlY natural that he will 
take hts t1zne wtth a. view to doing the 
rest tat.er. I stress. therefore. that we 
should produce more bricks-swamp the 
indus\ry with bricks. We have the best 
deposits of clay that it is possible to get 
in any country ln the world and, lo.stead 
of messing around trying to build t1m
ber-!rame houses which, as the Leader ot 
the 01Jl)Osltlon has safd, are made of 

Baltic ftooring, Japanese lron. ltalia.n 
asbestos and German piping, we should 
produce more of our own materials. 

It ls a shocking state ot affairs that 
we should ha.ve to lmport all this material. 
and at sucb tremendous cost. I repeat 
that If this Government would get 011 to 
the production side and le.ave bulldlng
about which it ltnows nothing-t.o the 
builders, we would have a r:nuch better 
result, a. far happler popula.tton and a rar 
more prosperous country. I believe that 
cement Is not used to the best advantaire. 
We have only one cement works, which ls 
a dreadCul state of affairs In a. State llke 
Western Australia. Last December I had 
inqull'ies made and I understood that 
37 ,000 tons of EnaUsh cement were on 
order for th1s country. That seems to be 
out of all prop0rtion to the situation. It 
Is the Oovernm.ent's Job to see that more 
cement is produced and more bricks made 
available. I believe, too, that our timber 
resources are not belng property used. We 
read that the Commonwealth Governm.ent 
ls iromg to erect a large building Within 
the city area covering i3,000 square feet 
and using a aood deal of timber-it ls a 
two-storey bUildtng-and l think the tiin
ber and asbestos should be put to better 
use. Our State Government is Just as bad, 
for we ftnd the Railway Department 
erecting temporary bull<Unas. 

Even wlthln the shadow ot Parliament 
House we see the Public Works erectme a 
m.tscellaneou.s lot of shanties. That is a. 
disgrace to any community and any coun
try. I think, therefore, the nrst essential 
Is to make use of the benefits given to us 
bY Nature, and produce more bricks. The 
timber we a.re using ln these temporarY 
shelters can then be used In brick build
ings and so more homes could be produced 
than are belng produced now. It is really 
a. shocking stale ot affairs that after five 
years of peace we have that dreadful, 
clumsy machine, which goes under the 
tltle of the State Housing Commission. 
continuing to operate and growing larger 
every week. This Commission. with its 
200 or 300 employees, Ls a dreadfuUy expen
sive proposition and !ls costing the people 
'«'ho wan~ homes a tremendous lot ot 
money. MY suggesUon, theTefore, Is that 
the Government turn from the bulldlng 
side and eo into the production of mate
rials. 

We could Import machines qu1ckly from 
England and we coUld import the right 
type of men to work them. We could also 
save money tf we imported their houses 
with them and so made them happy 
when they arrived. We would thus have 
a contented people in our midst. This. I 
thlnk. Is the solutlon of the dreadful 
tangle ln which we fled ourselves and is 
the only one tbat will get us out of trouble. 
Prefabricated homes are not a payable 
propasltlon : I.hey arc not economical, 9:11d 
have not been successful. The British 
Government hn.s found It necessary to 
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subsidise prefabricated homes, and last 
year the subsidy wa.s up to £10,000,000. 
It has realised that in ten years' time the 
subsidy will be so great that it will be 
better to scrap those homes. This is a 
lesson we should learn from the Old 
Country. It should not be repeated here. 
We should take advantaie of their· mis
takes. 

We do not want to follow what is done 
in England or in the Eastern Stat~. Let 
us do someth.ing different and a. little bit 
better ourselves. We have the warning 
from the Lender of the Opposition that 
this suggested flow of money will come 
to a full stop, and we shall then nnd our
selves in Queer-street. U we have laid 
our foundations solidly and well, t.hen we 
can hope for a prosperous country and 
a happy and contented people. I think 
that covers the housing position, as I see 
it. I would urge Cabinet to consider my 
suggestion and, by slow strangulation. 
close down the Housing Commission. It 
Will never be any good. It will never be 
profttable. Give private enterprise an 
opportunity l Some people may say tnat 
prices will rise, but I do not think that 
Pl'ices could iO any higher than they a.re 
today. If private enterprise were let in, 
private builders would PoP up like mush
rooms a.nd they would produce homes 
quickty. The Housing Commission is t ry
ing to produce homes quickly, but ls not 
doing so qulck:ly cru>ugh for my satisfac
tion nor, I think, to the satisfaction of 
any member in this House. Let us there
fore, consider the idea ot reaucmg the 
building side of the Housing Commission 
with a view to increasing the production 
of materials. 

In the near future we have to look for
ward to new industries being started in 
Westen1 Australia. These are very neces
sary and t.he present is an opportum~ time 
for the Government to say, "All right we 
will get into it and tn it out. We cannot do 
any worse than at present. because we are 
doing no good now." Let us endeavour 
to do something different and give the 
builders full rein to do what they wish. 
Let tbern have an open go, and I am sure 
such a Policy would bear good fruit. We 
should adopt some action along these 
lines. and I orge the Oovemment to act 
accordingly. 

Next I will deal with the matter of 
tra.filc. The problem ln Perth ts of great 
imPortance, particularly to the motoring 
public. That sect.i<>n of the community is 
a heavy subscriber to the revenue of the 
State by means of tramc fees and the 
petrol tax. Motorists are entitled to a 
great deal of consideration, much more 
than they are receiving at present. It Is 
a matter of vital importance that park
ing areas should be provided in the city. 
and it is essential that we should consider 
the pa.rt the Government should play in 

making that nece8S8.ry provision avallable 
for motorists at the earliest possible 
moment. 

My view is that it is someone's duty 
to establish parking stations because we 
must clear the streets of tramc. These 
stations must be arranged, and I shall 
later submit to the Premier a list of sug
gested sites, 25 in all , where we can re
sume the requisite areas and establish the 
parking grounds so that the motorist wW 
enjoy greater comfort and safety. By this 
means. he will be allowed to use the city 
on his legitimate business in a more satis
factory manner. The police will be 
afforded an opportunity to control the 
situation by check.Jnir the parking of cars 
every 20 minutes or so. and thus clear 
the street kerbs of the difficulty we experl
ence in these days. The trouble is reach
ing such serious proportions that it is for 
us to take time by the forelock and act 
now instead of waiting till the saturation 
point Is reached. 

The position in Melbourne and Sydney 
in this respect is posltlvely dreadful. In 
the former city the authorities charge a 
fee of ls. 6d. for parking a car and are 
losing a considerable amount of money 
annually by doing so. In Perth we must 
realise that parking is here to stay and. 
of course, the motorist is here to sta.y. 
In consequence, we must provide decent 
taeillties for him. particularly in view of 
the !act that he is paying big money for 
the privilege of using the streets. When 
he comes to the city he should have pro
viidon made for the parking of his car. 
Therefore it is tor the appropriate auth
ority here-whether it be the Government 
or the Perth City Council. I do not care
to make available the necessary parking 
stations. I believe the interest and sink
ing fund charges to cover the cost should 
come out of the very generous donations 
made by those concerned in the payment 

·of license fees and petrol tax. What I sug
gest could be done. and it is a sensible 
proposttlon ths.t effect should be given to 
it. 

The problem is becoming so serious that 
if we do not find some remedy, there will 
be terrible chaos in the metropolitan area 
and we shall have even greater congestion 
than is apparent in some ot the other 
capital cities. The question arises as to 
who will be responsible for providing the 
necessary finance . The number or ears in 
respect of which registra.tJon tees and 
petrol tax are pa.id. has reached 100,000 
and lt is sa.ld that the number is increas
ing by 10 per cent. each year. That means 
that in 10 years 200,000 motor ca.rs will 
be traversing the city streets. Members 
can visualise what. terrible congestion there 
will be in days to come. Let this State 
g1ve a lead to other parts of the Com-
01onwealth and de.monst.rate how the 
traffic should be handled! Let us do It in 
such a manner that the authorities in 
other citJes will ask why they cannot do 
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what Perth has done In Western Australia! 
This is a sensible proposition that can be 
effectively tackled if we handle It ln time. 

We must remember that of the 100.000 
vehicles some 46 per cent. are in the city 
area. That in itself gives food for serious 
thought. The owners or those cars should 
be provided with reasonable service for 
the money they pay annually. I suggest, 
in all sincerity, that tt is high time we 
took the matter in hand and submitted to 
the Treasurer-he is the gentleman. I pre
sume, from whom we will have to get the 
necessary ftnancial assistance-a proposi
tion that will meet re11ulrements and pro
vide the necessary interest and sinking 
fund to cover the outlay. I say emphatic
ally that parking stations must be pro
vided. If we embark upon this very im
portant proposition. I contend that the 
stations should not be made too large. 

If we had parking stations to accommo
date 350 cars each, that would be ample. 
If we were to provide very large parking 
stations, the effect would be to create 
therein such terrlftc congestion as would 
make the position worse than it is at 
present. The stations should be scattered 
all round the perimeter of the metropoli
tan area and thus provide more adequate 
and reasonable com1ort for the motorists 
who must travel to Perth dally in the 
course of their work. The Commonwealth 
Treasurer has affirmed that the States are 
no longer in need of the ma.in roads fund 
contributions because on the 28th Febru
ary last a sum of £1,734,000 was standing 
to the credit of Western Australia alone 
in that fund. It will be seen that we have 
the money, so let us proceed to spend it 
judiciously. 

Let us at once tackle this problem and 
give to the man who Is the backbone of 
the country-I refer to the business man 
-reasonable comfort when he comes to 
the metropolitan area. It is a proposition 
that the Government must consider, and 
I feel that if we do it we shall accomplish 
something tha.t has not been done in any 
other part of the world, except perhaps 
in America, and we will certainly give a 
lead to the rest of Australia. We as mem
bers of Parliament are the servants of 
the people Just as I, as Lord Mayor of the 
City of Perth. am the servant or the rate
payers concerned. That being so. we have 
a job before us to do the best possible In 
the Interests of the people. 

Next I shall deal brlefiy with the ques
tion of town planning. I feel that I must 
take advantage of my first opportunity to 
.Present t.o the House my views regarding 
the necessity for town planning, and to 
bring under the notice of Pa.rllament the 
very critical stage that has been reached 
in the development of Perth and Its en
virons, which points to the need to have 
in evidence some more effective and pro
gressive town planning than is apparent 
today. I can give members very good rea
sons why we should have a Town Planning 

Act. Such a proJ>()Sal has been before 
the present and previous Governments tor 
a long time, but we have got nowhere with 
it. 

I submit for consideration a conversation 
I had with Sir Patrick Abercrombie wben 
he was here recently. During a chat he 
said, "Well, Mr. Lord Mayor, I do not 
think" there is so much need for a. master 
Dian as there is for a master planner." I 
agree with him on that; I believe it goes 
all the way. We do need a. master planner. 
I have no particular axe to grind for the 
City of Perth. Necessary and urgent as 
the matter is, I do not desire at this stage 
to plead the particular case of the City 
of Perth, but I do wish to point out on a. 
broad and general basis how necessary it 
is for town planning to be given more en
couragement than It is receiving at pre
sent, and that the local authorities gener
ally should be encouraged rather than dis
couraged to proceed with t.own planning. 

I feel sure that Parliament does not 
appreciate the great dlftlcultles that beset 
local authorities when attempting to Intro
duce town planning improvements. At all 
times we have been desirous ot creating 
a town planning scheme, but whatever we 
have put forward seems to have been re
ferred to the Town Planning Com.missioner 
and, for some legal reason or because he 
has not liked it, we have not got anywhere. 
As members are aware, this city is In need 
of remodelling. It needs to be properly 
plarmed, and It will be planned by my 
council to the best advantage. We want 
assistance from the Town Planning Com
missioner and we want to feel that the 
Government ls behind us in our desire to 
plan the city for the future. 

I hope that the population of this city 
will never exceed S00,000. When the popu
lation touches the half-million mark, I 
hope that satellite cities-Northam. Ger
aldton. Bunbury and so forth-will help to 
spread the population so that we shall have 
a country that is worthwhile and a capital 
city Without the congestion that exists In 
Sydney. Town planning is a very serious 
matter and we want to feel that, when we 
do start planning, we shall have assistance 
from the Town Planning commissioner 
and not obstruction, because that is what 
is happening. 

I was greatly interested in the question 
on town planning asked by the member 
for North Perth, and the reply given by 
the Chief Secretary that there was no 
master plan. I knew that there was no 
master plan. I have seen two or three 
plans that have been drawn up, and, if 
any man can understand them, he is a 
very clever person. They just showed sec
tions of roads with rings around them, 
and I would defy anyone to say whether 
those schemes represented good or bad 
t.own planning. When we have a proper 
plan, it will constitute the axle of the 
wheel and the work of the suburban areas 
will branch from it. 
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We cannot alter the position of the 
capital city. Therefore, i1' we plan a city 
for 100 years ahead and find after hav
ing done so it is submitted to the Town 
Planning Commissioner and he will not 
approve of it, we shall still be in trouble. 
I want that sort of thing altered. We do 
not submit foolish proPositions; when
ever we put forward something, it is 
usually good commonsense. I want to feel 
assured that in the planning of this city 
we shall do the right thing and will not 
make the same mistake twice. 

I want the Government to feel that 
whatever I say I do so in a desire to as
sist the progress of this great State. I 
want members to feel that I am bere to 
help. Any knowledge I have of the bulld
ing trade, I shall be only too pleased to 
place at their disposal. Reverting to 
building, I ask members to listen to me 
when I say, "Restrict the State's building 
operations; give private employers a 
chance and see whether we cannot do 
something better than we are doing to
day." If the Government encourages the 
production of more bricks, cement and 
timber, we shall get materials that we 
badly need today. 

As to Leave to Continue. 

Bon. F, J. S. Wise: On a Point of order, 
I should like to ask the Premier whether, 
in the event of a member's commencing 
his speech now and not finishing at the 
time of the adjournment, he will be 
granted leave to continue at the next 
sitting. 

The Premier: I would have no objec
tion to an hon. member's continuing his 
remarks. I do not know what your rul
ing would be, Mr. Speaker, but I recall 
that a previous Speaker ruled against it. 

Mr. Marshall: But we have amended 
the Standing Orders to provide for it. 

The Premier: In those circumstances I 
have no objection. 

Debate Resumed. 

HON. A. H. PANTON <Leede1·ville) 
CS.16] : I know it is traditional for mem
bers, on rising to speak on the Address
in-reply, to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, 
on your appointment to the high position 
you hold. I am in some doubt as to 
whether I should congratulate you or sym
pathise with you. Having had some five 
years in the Chair you now occupy, and 
remembering the last two years particu
larly, when the strength of parties was 
about the same as it is now, or even a 
little closer, I realise, as you do, the dif
ficulty of giving an unbiassed decision, 
particularly when one's own party is called 
upon to defend a ruling. Consequently, 
the longer I remain in this House, the 
more convinced I am that it would be 
much better if the Speaker occupied a 
pasition similar to that of a Judge of the 

Supreme Court and were thus enabled to 
remain entirely outside of party politics. 
I feel quite safe in making the sugges
tion now because I am not likely to be a 
candidate for the position ,gain, but such 
an arrangement would be beneficial to the 
occupant of the Chair. · 

Al:. you are aware, Sir, most of us have 
entered this House having some ideal or 
other in mind. The member for West 
Perth has the ideal that most of us had, 
namely, that we were going to try to re
volutionise the country and Parliament, 
but I am afraid that he will before long 
have the same experience as we had. I 
feel sympathy for any new member who 
has to sit behind any Government. The 
member for Fremantle and I, in 1924, had 
that experience. Like most new members. 
we prided ourselves that we were going to 
do lots of things. 

Hon. J. B. Sleeman; Did not we do 
them? 

Hon. A. H. PANTON; I have not seen 
them: but I recall the late Bon. W. C. 
Angwin's becoming very annoyed with us 
one night and saying in his best Cornish 
style, "Damme, the Government got to get 
business through, not listen to idle talk." 
I do not think there has been much 
change over the last 26 years. However, 
it is good for new members to have an 
ideal. The member for Cottesloe, who 
moved the motion for the adoption 
of the Address-in-reply, aims at im
proving the position of the school 
teachers, whir.ti constitu tes a very 
good ideal. I suppose that his hav
ing been a teacher, it came natural to him. 
I want to wish him the best of luck. I 
hope he will not be disillusioned, but I 
am very much afraid that he will soon 
find there are such things as Public Ser
vice Commissioners, red-tape, classifica
tions and other obstacles to overcome be
fore he reaches his goal. One could go 
on in this strain. Take the member for 
Moore! In my experience in Parliament 
I do not know of any member who has 
been a greater individualist than he ; 
but he, too, soon found that he 
was playing a lone hand and it was 
not much good being an individualist. 
So he very soon decided to be the member 
for Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. He 
has done a very good job. He certainly 
brought the member for Melville out, and 
the duel between the two of them has 
been very interesting to those of us on 
t.his side who know little or nothing about 
Co-operative Bulk Handling or about 
wheatgrowing. 

The member for South Perth went on 
a different track altogether. He came here 
to clean up the Police Department. We 
all assisted him in his efforts, but I do 
not know whether it is much cleaner than 
when he started. However, he did his 
best about it. The ex-member for Middle 


