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SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.

Mr. North (Claremont) took and sub-
seriber the oath, and signed the roll.

SUMMONS FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. Speaker and lon. members, in re-
sponse to summons, proeecded to the Legis-
lative Council and, baving heard His Excel-
leney deliver the opening  Speech  (vidz
Council report ante), returned to the Legis-
lative Assembly Chamber. Ar Speaker re-
sumed the Chair,

QUESTION—TRAYTFIC REGULATION—
PERTH-COTTESLOE TAXI SER-
VICE.

My, NORTH (without notiee) asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Is he aware that in
last Fehraary the Minister for Works prom.
tsed the parties conceined that he would not
enforec the new regulations regarding the
Perth-Cottesloe taxi service until the parties
imterested had had an opportunity of plae-
ing their views before the 'Bus Rontes Ad-
visory  Committee. 2, WHl he, therefore,
suspend the operation of taxi route 55,
which is specified for Cottesloe as from
the 1st \ugust, unti} he has heard represen-
tations from the local hodies concerned.

Hon. J. CONNINGHAM (Ilonorary Min-
ister—for the Minister for Works), rephed:
1, | have seen a Press report to that cffect.
2, Arrangemenis ean he made for the loeal
anthorities to place their views before the
Advizory Commiltee, but in the meantime
the taxi owners must eonform (o (he regula-
Lions,

BILL—NORTHAM MUNICIPAL ICE
WORKS ACT AMENDMENT.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Bonlder) [3.30]: In order to assert and
mainfain the nndoubted rights and privi-
leges of this House to inttiate legislation, 1
move, wilthout notice, for leave to introduce
a Bill entitled “An Aet to amend the Nor-
tham Munieipal Jee Works Act.”

Leave given: Bill introduced and read a
first time,

THE GOVERNOR’S OPENING
SPEECH.

Mr. SPEARKER: In company with hon.
members of this Chamber, T altended s
Fxeellency the Governor in the Legislative

Council Chamber to hear the Speech His
Excellency was pleased to deliver to both
Houses of Parliament. X or greater aceur-
acy 1 have had printed copies of the Speech
distributed amongst members of this Cham-
ber.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

MR. J. J. KENNEALLY (East Perth)
(3331 I move—

That the foilowing address be presented io
tlis Excellenry in reply to the Speech he has
been pleased to deliver to Parliament:—
““May it please Your Exeellency. We, the
members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of the State of Western Austra-
lin in Parlinment assembled, beg to eXxpress
our loyvalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excelleney for the Specch
vou have boen pleased to deliver to Parlia-
ment. '’

Prior to dealing with matters refeirved to in
the Governor’s Speech, 1 desire to add my
congratufations to those already offered vou,
Myr. Speaker, on your re-election to the posi-
tion you now oeccupy. May I, at the same
time, also congratulate the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition on their re-eleetion
to their respective offices.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, T do not
know thal I am much obliged to you'!

Mr. KENNEALLY: We all hope—I
think fhe majority of the House will agree
with me—that (he Premier and leader of
the Opposition will long he spared to eon-
tinue to oceupy their respeective posts!

Hon. W. J. George: There must be some
rearrangement.

My, Teesdale: The memher for East Perth
s most facetious for a start!

Mr, KEXNEALLY: ! was plad to hear
the lLeader of the Opposition, when con-
gratulating Mr, Speaker on his re-election,
express the wish that you, Sir, would con-
tinue to occupy that position for the next
three vears. T (ake it that that hon. mem-
her, like others occupying seats in this
Chamber, realises {hat the Governor’s Speech
indicates that all those thinps it was said
would happen to Western Australia if Lah-
our were permitted to rule, have proved un-
true. As a matter of fact, His Excelleney’s
Speech shows that progress has been made
in whatever direction one mayv look.

Mr. Thomson : Tn spite of Governments.
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Mr. Corboy: And not because of your
help, any way.

Mr. KENNEALLY : s the member for
Katanning referred to “Governments,” and
not to one Government, his interjection was
all the better. As time goes on, and an
opportunity is provided for the develop-
ment of Labour’s poliey, the people will
realise, despite what the member for Katan-
ning has referred to as “Giovernments,” that
the justification for past predietions has not
heen proved. After all, he was partly cor-
reect in that he referred to Governments
prior to the present Administration.
Throughout the (iovernor's Speech there
ave referenees to vecords that have been
established during the regime of the pre-
sent CGovernment. When we look at the
harvest returns, we discover that a record
has been achicved. There is also a record
recarding the area stripped for grain.

Mr. Mann: Do you give the Government
credit for the good season?

Mr, KENNEALLY : There is also a re-
cord regarding the number of sheep in the
country,

Mr. Mann: Is that to be placed to the
eredit of the Government, too?

Mr. KENNEALLY: There is also a ve-
cord regarding wool production; a record
in fruit exports, and so on. Where are those
people who said that if Labour were to gain
power, nothing but ruin would follow in
Western Australia? Where are those crities
now?

Mr. Panton: They are silent.

My, KENNEALLY: I ean visnalise what
will happen in the future. Let hon. mem-
bers remember the period when another Gov-
ernment left office with a mythical surplus
of £13,000 to the eredit of the Treasury. As
a matter of fact, it required a very power-
ful microscope indeed to disecover that snr-
plus, and even with the aid of that instru-
ment it was impossible to satisfactorily dis-
eover the exeess. I recollect that the present
Leader of the Opposition and other hon.
members were aceustomed fo ask the Pre-
mier of the day questions such as, “Where
is the surplus?”, “IWWhat have yvou done with
it?? Thev put those queries over and over
again until it almost seemed that the sur-
plus could be =een bulging out of Ministers’
pockets. Now ¥ expeet to hear, during the
course of the session, varions hon. members
asking the Premier the questions. “What
have yvou done with the deficit?”, “Where is
it?', “Why have you taken from me that

wlich I bave been in the habit of playing
with for vears? We must all realise that
the loss of the deficit means that the pas-
time of some hon. members has been taken
away from them. So long as it is for the
benefit of the country, no doubt the Leader
of the Opposition will be prepared to put
up with the loss.

Hon. W. J. George: The interests of
Western Australia come first in our poli-
fics,

Mr., KENNEALLY: 1 hope so, und 1
hope the hon. member will realise that fact
as the Address-in-reply debate proceeds. I
trust, if time perwmits, when the long ques.
tionaire that seems to be so popular with
some hon. members at the opening of
Parliament, is disposed of, legislation that
hon. members will be asked to give
attention to will be directed at giving
the reliel necessary from the point of
view of those represented by members; sit-
ting on the Government side of
the TTouse. The Governor's Speeeh referred
to the question of @rowp settlement.
A fair amount of public funds has been
sunk in that scheme, and unfortunately
it has to be admitted that a considerable
portion of that money is lost. The amalga-
mation of some of the groups is lonz over-
due. As one who has had an opportunity of
inspecting the various groups, 1 eannot but
express the conviction, first, that an amal-
gamalion of some of the holdings must take
place, and, sccondly, no matter what (ov-
ernment may he in charge ol the Treasury
beneh, Ministers will have to give considera-
lion to the question of writing off some of
the money that has heen sunk in connection
with the group scttlement seheme. If peo-
ple are to be asked fo make a living with a
lond of debl hanging round their necks, they
will not have the chance of doing so. No
matter what Government may be blamed for
the conditions under which the groups exist
now, and apart from the blaming ot amy
Govermwent in partientar for the selection
of the land on which gioujs have been
placed, land on which such groups should
never have been located, it 1s obvious that
attention has to be given to the whole ques-
tion, and it is equally obvious that thoere
must be some writine off of debts inenrred.
I trust that an ecarly oppertunityv will be
taken by the (fovernment to introduce a Bill
in this Chamher to provide for State insur-
ance. In view of the experience of hon.
members.of thiz ITouse, and also of people
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outsicle the Chamber regarding insuranee
matiers, the time is ripe for the Government
to introduce a sysiem of State nsurance,
In any discussion that takes place regard-
ing thut question, it must be realised that a
system of Slate msurance is not the per-
guisite of any particular party in politics. 1
we Juok arommd Australia and to eountries
bevond the Commonwealth, we find that
State in-urance has been in operafion in
countries that have not experienced the rule
of Lahour Governments at all. In view of
that faet, I hope when sueh a Bill is intro-
dueed in this Chamber, it will be discussed
from ithe standpoint of the interests of the
countiy and not from a purely party point
of view. L notice that references are made in
the (overnor’s Speeeh to the conferences
that have taken place in Melbourne, at which
the financial relationship between the Com-
monwcalth and the States was reviewed.
Ever since Federation was acecomplished the
uestion of finaneial rciationships between
the Commonwealth and the States has
caused considerahle anxiety to those charged
with the puidance of State affairs. [ hope
it will he found that the conference just con-
cluded has succeeded in  formulating a
sehieme whereby the distrust that has pre-
viously existed will disappear.  Still, it
would be wrong to pmrehase temporary re-
spite from Bnaneial diffienlties at the ex-
pense of possible permuanent finaneial par-
alysis. Nuoch a possibility, [ hope, will not
ocenr, but it is one against which we must
guard. Beecanse of that 1 hope the Premier
and his Ministers will see that the question
is introduced in a non-party spirit so that
members may he able to diseuss it fully,
analyse the proposals and consider whether
they are in the best interests of the State.
If we are going to adopt a system that will
prove a suecessful substitute for the per
capita payiments, we must he free to discuss
it apart from party politics.

Mr. Mann: You shounld have given the
Premier his instruetions earlier.

Myr. KENNEALLY: 1 hope the Premier
will never find himeelf in the position of
having to take instructions from the member
for Perth.

Mr, Lambert: The member for Perth ia
starting very early to cackle.

My, Teesdale: So long as vou do not lay,
it will be all rmght.

Alr. KEXNEALLY: T liope that the Gov-
crnment at an early date will give attention

to the question of transport in this State.
Railways are necessary to carry on the busi-
ness of the country, but one section of rail-
way, unforiunately, traverses the centre of
the vity, as & result of which ceitain por-
tions of the pepulation are frequently sub-
Jected to temporary isolation. The previous
Parliament eonsidered the question of im-
provements to the Swan River, and the mea-
sure introdueed to authorise those improve-
ments showed that the Governmeut were
capable of taking a broad view of publie
affairs. Let me express the hope that a
similarly broad view will be taken of the
problem of transport. Tf the railway
is to continue to vtun through the
centre of the city, better provision
must be made to meet the ecenvenience of
the people who at present are subjeet to
delay and the loss that it entails. Loss
of tiume 1s occasioned to traflic at the
Melbourne-road erossing. No doubt the
mention of the Melbourne-road erossing
delayvs will evoke some little support also
from the other side of the House.
Mr. Mann: Hear, hear!

Mr. KENNXEALLY: T fully expected a
little euncouragement from that quarter,
but we must not confine attention to the
Melbourne-road crossing. There is a place
ealled Eazt Perth, in which distriet are
several erossings that call for improvement
by the provision of either bridges or sul-
wayvs. | compliment the Government on
the attention they have devoted to the
question of migration, This question is
inseparahly associated with that of unem-
ploviment. At present there is a system in
vogire under whieli people are beiny
brought tu the State—I =ay ‘‘brought’’
advisedly-——under conditions that sail very
close to the prohibitive sections of the
Commonwealth Tmmigration Aet. This
State is being practically flooded by the
tntroduction of southern Europeans, and
while those people are able immediately on
their arrival to secure employment, many
of our own citizens cannot obfain work.
T am not going to sax that the prevalence
of unemployment can he attributed more
to one Government than to another. T had
oceasion to speak of nnempiloyment when
(iovernments other than Labour were in
power. Western Australia is a State whose
people are engaged in what may bhe termed
seasonal oceupations. and nntil we sueceed
in developinz secondarv industriez, there
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will be a portion of the year during which
unemployment will be experienced. The
records show that the State has received
a net inerease of 2,000 southern Europeans
during the last 12 months. It is impossible
for us to find emplovment for that numbar
of new arrivals in addition to the people
already settled in the State. I realise that
the State Government have no control over
migration, but I bring the question for-
ward in the hope that the Premier will
make representations to the Federal Gov-
ernment with a view to ascertaining
whether it is possible to introduce the
quota system, as is done in America, and
thus restriet the number of sounthern
Europeans permitted to come here.
America has the problem of a large
coloured population, and people who have
studied the question from the point of view
of that country are agreed that the diffi-
culties occasioned by the coloured popula-
tion are only slightly greater than those
arising from the flooding of the couniry
with southern Europeans and thus lower-
ing the mentality of the nation. We wounld
be wise to tackle the problem early.
Thanks to the wisdom of former legisla-
tors, supported by the men who are legis-
lating for Australia to-day, we have sue-
eessfully aveided the troubles that arise
from a coloured population. Having
avoided the first trouble, are we going to
tackle the question of the influx of sonth-
ern Europeans and thus avoid the second
trouble? I hope the Governmenf will find
“it possible to take such steps as will guard
against an influx of people, whose presence
is liable to reduce the average mentality
of our people or operate detrimentally to
those alreadv established in the State and
in need of employment. While the Labour
Government have been responsible for the
introduction of much legislation that has
benefited the country, I hope the delibera-
tiong of the present Parliament will result
in placing on the statute-book additional
measures of social reform, the need for
which was recognised by the eleetors in
returning Labour to power for another
term. There are various measures coming
within the purview of the State Parliament
that demand early attention. The measures
I have in mind would not only prove of
immense benefit to the community but
would assist the State to flonrish as it
should do. One of the most important
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measures of reform is that relating to child
endowment, The movement started re-
cently to bring prominently before the
people the need for a system of child en-
dowment is still fresh in the minds of
members. Child endowment is no new iden
in Australia and it does not represent any
attempt to establish a new social order, An
experiment that has recently been made in
one of the States will be watched with in-
tevest, but I hope that no opportunity will
be lost to afford similar assistance to the
motherhood of this State. Two years ago
Parligment passed an Industrial Arbitration
Act Amendment Bill, which had for its ob-
jeet the granting to workers of an adequate
wage. Had the method therein prescribed of
computing the basic wage been continued,
tbere is not the slightest doubt that the work-
ers would have obtained some relief. We
find, however, that the sysiem of computa-
tion has been altered and the wage supposed
to be necessary for a worker is fixed on what
is known as the four-unit basis, namely, a
man, his wife and two children. Previously
it was computed on the five-unit basis,
namely, a man, his wife and three children.
We in this Chamber should not hesitate to
say fthat that basis of ecomputation shounid
continue to operate.  Parliament having
agreed to that basis should be prepared to
erant childhood endowment in order to make
@ood the defieiency. I trust that the deliber-
ations of this House will result in benefit
to the State and that the various reforms
so essenfial to the prosperity of the country
will receive due eonsideration, so that when
we reach the end of our labours, we shall
be able to say we have done at least some-
thing to secure the suecess of Western Aus-
tralia, 1n which we are all so interested.

MR. ROWE (North-East Frcmantle)
[3.57] : I rise formally to seecond the motion
moved by the member for East Perth,

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [3.58]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 2nd August, at 4.30 p.m,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.59 p.m.



