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or pinprieks could be expected from him.
He would not play the game unless he could
have bis own way. I have confidence in the
hon. member, and I think he will perhaps
change his outlook as soon as the heat of
this first clash of battle has passed away.
The member for East Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) said we on this side of the House
spoke glibly enough in attacking the stand-
ard of the workers, but that as soon as he
and his friends attacked the other standards,
our attitudes entirvely chanzed. Members
opposite should get it out of their heads that
we are attacking anything. The Govern-
ment are doing their best in difficuit times
to see that every section of the community
shoulders its fair share of sacrifice. He says
our attitude was different as soon as the
other standards were attacked. He is en-
tirely mistaken. Let him try to attack those
other standards, tariffs, rents, interest, rates,
the cost of living, ete, Straightway he will
find that he is fighting no lone hand, pro-
vided always that he has regard for every
section of the community, with a special em-
phasis on the word “every.” A great deal
has been said about the 44-hour week. Mem-
bers may have the 44-lour week for my part
or the 40-hour week, or any number of hours
they like, provided industry can stand the
strain, but I never can see any sense in
persietently reducing hours and raising
wages only to cast industry into a condition
of poverty and throw people out of work.
Tt is claimed that an increase in the hours
of work from 44 to 48 will not cure unem-
ployment. I know that, but it wiil have a
heneficial effect upon it. Unemplovment is
not the only consideration. Equally as big
a consideration is to secure continuity in in-
dustry, to promote industry so that it will
show a profit, be able to carry on, and, in
due eourse, absorb still more lahour. The
hon. memher made a rather lengthy refer-
enee to interest rates. His remarks were
inleresting enongh, hut he was not particu-
larly illuminating. It is an intricate ques-
{ion, but not u single ray of light did he shed
upon it. We on this side are just as keen
as he to get cheaper money. We like 5 per
cent. and dislike 8 per cent. as keenly as he
does. He says the Government shounld attack
interest. 1 asked how he proposed to set
about it, but he had no idea. Of eourse not!
He knows as well as we do that the system
has its roots pretty well sunken in London
and New York, and that we in Western Aus-
tralia have mo grub hoe long enough and
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strong enough fo tackle the job of upreot-
ing it. It is of course always conceivable
that the Commissioner of Taxation may be
able to reach Australian investments, but it
is pllin that the investments of people in
other countries are wholly beyond our con-
trol. I have exhausted my time, and will
resume my seat. [ thank members for a
patient hearing.

MR. WELLS (Canning) [9.8]: Permit
me, Sir, as o new member, to offer you my
hearty congratulations upon your acces-
sion to the high office of Speaker. I feel
from my knowledge of you as a eitizen of
Western Australin and a member of long
standing in this House that you will fill
the position with eredit to vyourself and
distinetion to the House. I am delighted
to be in this Chamber to-night as the re-
presentative of a party which stands for
a}) seetions of the people of this State. It
is from that pedestal [ intend to make a
few observations upun the political situa-
tion as it appeals to me, I wish to make
reference to one or two things that bave
tickled my sense of Ihwnour when listening
to the speeches that have been delivered
on the Address-in-reply. Some members
opposite haye told us that the Govermment
are in occupation of these benches hy
victue of the promises they made at the
general elections. 1 do not think that is
so. I feel certain that the writings were
on the wall several months before the elee-
tions, indieating that the Labour Govern-
ment was to go out of office. It was not
the promises made on the bhustings that
brought about the change. It ywas the
summing up of the work done by these in
office during the preceding years that -af-
teated the situation. The people weighed
it up in their minds months hefore the
alections nnd reeorvded their votes acgeord-
inglv. As a rule, the electors do not be-
lieve the promises made at election time.

Mr. Wilson: They would be fools if
they did.
Mr. WELLS: Tt is a reflection on ihe

good sense of the electors to-say that the
Government were returned beeause of the
promises made on the hustings,

Mr. Willeock: It is more a reflection
on the people who broke their promises.

Mr. WELLS: T have a recollection of
u very prominent member who spent thou-
sands of pounds in telling the people of
the State that the Collier Government was
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the best, but the people did not believe it.
They do not pay a great deal of attention
to the promises that are made at such
limes, more particularly when the gondi-
tions that exist when sueh promises are
made are afterwards mltered in such a
complete manner.

Mr. Marshall: The conditions were al-
tered immediately.

Mr. WELLS: 1t should be the provinee of
every new member, until he finds his feet,
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest.
If 1 were eompelled to swallow all the
vaporings I have heard in this House in
the last few days I should have an attack
of indigestion.

Hon. P. Collier: You are looking for
trouble as a new member if you talk about
the vaporings of older members.

Mr. WELLS: That whieh troubles me
more than the speeches of members is the
position of the State, the present depres-
sion and the financial outlook. One of the
great causes of the position is that we are
attached to the Federation. In itself Fed-
eration is a wonderful ideal and a dream.
As Western. Australians, however, we are
suffering considerably because we are ome
of the States of the Commonwealth. We
have to put up with the extravagance that
is going on in the Federal arena where
there is so much dunplication in depart-
ments, high tariffs, bonuses and other
things to which we as a small and distant
State have to pay our quota. The pre-
sent Federal system is one of the greatest
hindrances to the progress of Western Ans-
tralia. In our Federation we have at-
tempted to run before we can walk. We
were not sufficiently advaneed to enter into
that great scheme. Tt would be a good
thing if some providential influence came
along and put the whole scheme to sleep
for 100 vears. Probably at the end of that
time Western Australia and the smaller
States would be in a position to cope with
the extravagant dewands of the Fed-
cral Government. To a large extent,
in my opinion, the present position
has heen hrought about by the ex-
travagance of the people of the Com-
monwealth, ineluding Western Aunstralia.
During the last six or seven vears we have
had a royal spending time. T acknowledge
that the Government and the people had
one rreat idea in view, that of making this
conntry one of the hest in the world for
those dwelling therein. Such an ambition
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is laudable. In endeavouring to realise it,
however, they have spent millions en extra-
vagance and luxuries. Fine houses have
heen built, and fine motor ears have been
bought. Hundreds of thousands of pounds
have heen sent to Ameriea which it would
have been far more advantageous to spend
in developing our State. The Government
have under consideration tnxes on some of
the things to whieh I am alluding. In my
opinion that is wise. A man who ean afford
to pay Bs. or 10s. to take himself and his
family to the talkies, can spare a shilling
or two to meet the necessities of these out
of work. The same remark applies to the
man whe ecan afford to go to the races or
a football match. I am not deprecating
sport, but am wurging that those who are
able to indulge in it should pay their quota
towards the support of men out of work.

Mr. Wilson: What about the man who
is too mean to spend anything?

Mr. WELLS: We have been proceeding
on wrong lines. We have overlooked the
fundamental principle that must enter into
@very undertaking, into the management
of & country just as inte the management
of a blacksmith’s shop—the necessity for
proceeding on sound business lines. Other-
wise such a condition as that in which West-
ern Australian now finds itself becomes in-
evitable sooner or later. By tribunals we
have regulated the hours which men shall
work, and the amount of money they shall
be paid in return for these hours; but we
have forgotten the all-important matter of
regulating the amount of work to be given
during the hours specified. That is one
reason why Western Australia is up against
a financial gnd industrial depression. The
member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie) during
his speech last night mentioned a promise
which he said had been made by me on the
knstings at, I think, Como, with regard to
the conditions of the workers of this State.
I reciember heing asked only one question
in that connection, and that had reference
to the 44-hour week. An elector asked me
whether I was in favour of reverting to
the 48-hour week, and I replied distinctly
in the negative, but added that I thought
we could reasonably expeet to get u little
more work done during the 44 hours. The
question as quoted Ly the member for Han-
nans may have been put {o me, and I may
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have said that I would not be a party to
interfering with the conditions of the
workers. If the matter had been mentioned
to me, I certainly would have replied that
I was not in favour of interfering with those
conditions. At the present juneture, how-
ever, we are all called upon to make sacri-
fices more or less. T hold that the sacrifices
should be more in the case of the men earn-
ing big incomes, and that as the amount of
income decreases, the sacrifices should be
almost wiped ouf.

Mr. Marshall: But you bave started at the
wrong end.

Mr. WELLS: I consider that the man
who earns the largest income is the man to
he called upon to make the biggest saeri-
fice.

Hon, P. Collier: But last night you voted
for starting on the man at the other end;
yvou started at the bottom.

Mr. WELLS: It is not the policy of the
Government to interfere with the conditions
of the worker to any extent. When the
Budget is brought down we shall learn what
the Government intend to do as regards
that particular question.

Mr, McCallom: We know already.

Mr. WELLS: Any member on either side
of the House wounld be perfectly justified
in making the declarations attributed to
me. However, it cannot be denied that sinee
then conditions have altered entirely, that
altogether a new set of conditions has arisen,
and that those new conditions have to be
met in a new way. T am pleased to learn
from to-day's newspaper that the rea-
sonable and rational workers of Western
Australia are realising that fact. Having
listened to one or two speakers last night,
I am convinced that the leaders of the work-
ers are out of step with the bulk of the
workers in this State. The men themselves
Tealise the extraordinary circumstances, the
financial and industrial depression, and are
quite prepared to make some sacrifices in
order to help in retrieving the State from
that sitnation.

Mr. McCallum: With the sack hanging
over every one of them.

Mr. WELLS: No.

Mr. McCallum: Yes. Every one of them
is threatened with the sack.

Mr. WELLS: I say they are willing to
accept those sacrifices, and 1 believe the
sacrifices are not such as will absolutely im-
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poverish. Tt has been stated that members
on this side said the financial depression
had largely resulted from the maladministra-
tion of the previous Government. I desire
to refer to the administration of the previous
Government as regards only one department,
the railwavs. The figures published this
morning show that during the past vear
passenger carnings have decreased by
£52,000, and goods earnings by £93,000.
When motor transport came into being, a
few vears ago, very little action was taken
to prevent it from establishing itself. There
was some harassing of the motor people in
an endeavour to force them off the road,
but no definite steps were taken to counter
their competition. If there is opposition
to an established business, the first thing
its proprietor does is to paint up his win-
dows, brush up his stock, and if necessary
reduce prices somewhat, so as to popularise
his business in the eves of customers. The
Railway Department should have adopted
that course. theveby making the raillways
more popular, They did almost the opposita,
Where four trains were running, one was
cut out; and business was simply thrown
into the hands of the motor competitors.
The same thing apphes to motor trans-
port on main roads. Competition lhas grad-
ually erept in there, and I think the pre-
vious Government were Iax in not mpping
it in the bud.

Mr. MeCallum: Do you know how mauy
regulations on that subject your friends in
the Upper House disallowed when we tried
to control that competition? The Govern-
ment made the attempt, but the Upper House
disallowed the regulations, and some of
your friends sitting heside vou praised that
Chamber for doing so.

Mr. WELLS: Motor traffic on the roads
has taken all the plums, leaving the rail-
ways to carrv huge, cumbersome freights on
which there is very litile profit. A revision
ol railway freights and charges is therefore
desirable. The service should be popularised
with the people of the country distriets, so
that they would use the railways ralher than
motor lorries. Take the case of a man at
Merredin or Bruce Rock.  Suppose he
wants a 5-ton truek to eonvey goods from
Fremantle or Perth, He puts in a ton or
half a ton of potatoes, half a ton of onions,
s0 much jam, and so much sugar; and each
commodity is taken at a different rate. The
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potato rate may be 5s. or 10s. per ton. If
the consignment includes 14 lbs. of pepper,
that will be charged at about 23s. per ton.
Country residents would be attracted to the
railways if they were allowed to load a five
or six-ton truck at & flat rate. If a motor
takes a load of goods from the metropeolitan
area to, say, Merredin, the goods are con-
veyed at a flat rate. I believe that if the
Railway Department would adopt the same
system, they would regain a great deal of the
business they have lost during the last few
years,

Mr. Willeoek: Bring everything down
and put nothing up!

Mr. WELLS: At present the Railway
Department are losing traffic, and conse-
guently have to put men off. It is simply
a matter of business; conditions have to be
improved in order that trade may be brought
back to the Railway Department.  Then
things will improve all round.

The Minister for Railways: Of course one
cannot take a railway truck into a shop.

Mr. WELLS: I agree.

Mr. McCallum: ‘When farmers want
super carried, they go to the Railway De-
partment,

Mr. WELLS: Super, unfortunately, ap-
pears to be about the only thing the rail-

ways are carrying just now.  Another
matter I desire to mention is the Staie
trading concerns. It is time the Gov-

ernment of Western Austalia got rid of those
cumbersome undertakings. Two have been
mentioned to-night—the Wyndham Meat
Works and the State Shipping Service. I
suggest that if the Government are hard up
for a few thonsand pounds to carry on de-
velopment work, they might well sell the
State hotels, for which they would probably
get £80,000 or £100,000 in eash. The State
hotels are the only trading coneern, per-
haps, for which cash could be obtained.

Mr. Coverley: What should the Govern-
ment do with the meat works?

Mr. Marshall: What about the railways?
Why not sell them? They are a failing
concern in competition with private enter-
prise.

Mr. WELLS: There are dozens of people
who would put money into private enter-
prise here, but quite naturally they will not
invest their eapital in eompetition with con.
cerns run by the State. Such concerns
always have the revenue of the State he.
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hind them, the poor tazpayer being ecalled
upon to make up any deficiency.

Mr. Marshall: That is quite untrne as re-
gards the aggregate

Mr. WELLS: If we can get rid of the
State trading concerns and abolish this un-
fair competition, we will get enterprising
men to open up industries here that will
benefit the State far more than the trading
concerns possibly counld do. The Minister
for Railways perhaps knows more about the
State trading concerns than anyone else im
this Chamber, and he would probably tell
us, as we understand it ourselves, that those
coneerns were principally started for the
purpose of reducing the prices of commodi-
ties. To a large extent they have not done
that at all.

Mr. Marshall: T suggest that you cannot
prove that statement.

Mr. WELLS: What about the State Saw-
miils?

Mr. Marshall: You make rambling state-
ments, withont giving any faets!

Mr. WELLS: There are a lot of ramb-
lers in this House. The State Sawmills
joined the combine, and up went the price
of timber.

Mr. McCallum: How long have the saw-
mills been in the combine? You are talk-
ing of something about which you do not
know the faets.

Mr, Marshnll: Yes, trv =ome auctioneer-
ing down there!

Mr. WELLS: A man would not make
much commission out of it if he put you
up!

The Minister for Railways:
that is a rambling statement.

Mr. WELLS: I am a new member, and
I am not accustomed to these interjections.
I am merely giving my views.

AMr, MeCallam: Why do you not get the
faets before you speak?

Mr. Marshall: One would think you were
~elling a lot of little toys in a shop.

Mr. WELLS: T have listened to a nnm-
her of speakers, and not all of them have
confined themseclves to faets.

Mr. Wilson: Well, why don’t you do sof

Mr. WELLS: If the State trading eon-
cerns wore dope away with, it wounld mive
private enterprise & chance to step in
and ecarry on wmore saccessfully,  As
a help out of our present diffi-
enlties, T appeal to the people to sup-
port, in every possible way, the con-

I suppose
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sumpuon of local products. The member for
Hunnans {Mr. Munsie) made reference 1o
the Albany Woollen adills, The difficulty
is not so mueh on account of the price, but
avises from the fact that the Albany lines
are not stocked. A couple of months ago
I visited some shops in the ecity for tho
purpose of having u suit made from Albany
eloth. One retailer I spoke to did not have
a roll in his shop.

Mr. Wansbrough: You give me your
order, and I will have it attended to.

Mr. WELLS: I went to another large
shop for the same purpose.

The Minister for Mines: Anyhow you
would not be able to get it in Albany.

Mr, Wansbrough: Yes, you would.

The Minister for Railways: No fear.

Mr. WELLS: I went to a warehouse and
made the same inguiry. The Albany cloth
was stocked, but it was bidden away in an
obscure corner. In both the retail shops
and the warehouse those 1 spoke to depreci-
ated the local cloth.

Mr. Wansbrough: And 90 per cent. of
the people in Perth are wearing it, but do
not know it.

Mr. WELLS: 1 insisted upon getting it
and eventually had a suit made from Albany
eloth. I am wearing it now, and it will
compare favourably with eloth procured
in any other part of the world. As citizens
of Western Australia, we should insist upon
procuring loeal commodities, and should see
to it that the loeal retail shops and others
liave supplies available.

Myr. Munsie: We shonld not have to pay
17s. 6d. a yard for what is sold at 7s. 3d.
per vard at the Albany mill.

Mr, WELLS: T am quite aware of that.

The Minister for Railways: At any rate,
the money is kept here.

My, WET.LS : Western Australians should
do their utmost to encourage local industry
and wherever possible we should insist un
procuring local goods. ¥f we could stem
the flow of £10,000,000 that goes out of
Western Auwstralian to the Eastern States
for the purchase of goods manufactured
there, it would do a lot to help the unem-
ployed in our midst. I wish to refer to ona
or two matters of importanee to my elee
torate. On the borders of the Canning elee-
torate there is the Caunseway, and something
ghould be done to eftect an improvement
there at an early date. I realise that the

12}
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construction of a new causeway dovetails in
with the large reclamation scheme for the
river, and perhaps the time is not oppor-
tune to ask for the construction of a new
canseway. On the other hand, if the pre-
sent narrow 3ft. pathway used by pedes-
trians were to be linked up with the road-
way by the removal of the railing, and a
small footpath built outrigger-fashion at
the sido for pedestrians, ihe Causeway
would then be much safer for vehicles and
for pedestrians as well. Then there is the
Canping Weir upon which some hundreds
of pounds were spent in order fo prevent
the tidal waters spreading over the low-
lying land. Under existing conditions the
salt water percolates through the weir, and
the money spent to date has practically been
lost. With the expenditure of a few hund-
red pounds, [ helieve the weir conld be mads
watertight and then people who own swamp
tand for summer cnltivation could carry on.
Last year a number of people bad to vacate
their blocks because of the inroads of salt
water.

Mr. Sampson: That has spoiled a lot of
good land.

Mr, WELLS: Yes, and a few hundred
pounds would prevent that. Another mat-
ter of importanee to the people of the
Canning electorate is the provision of a
ferry heoat on the South Perth serviee, I
understand that new engines were landed
just recently and if possible the Government
should construet an additional ferry boai
pecessary for the service.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What, continue State
trading!

Mr. WELLS: I wounld prefer to hava
the boat built by private enterprise and if
the forries were ran privately, I think it
would be beneficial to the people, and a bet-
ter service would be provided, Regarding
the position confronting the State in gene-
ral, there is a silver lining to the oclond.
Western Australia is in the happy positiod
of being one of the finest States in the Com-
monwealth.” Her mineral wealth is probably
as great to-day as it was 25 or 30 years
ago, and if a little money were spent on
prospecting in the goldfields areas, new
felds might be opened up. Then we have
bundreds of thousands of aecres of fertile
land that has merely to be seratched to
barst forth into produetivity. '
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Mr. Wilson: Don't you believe it!

Mr. WELLS: If every section of the
community were, for the time being at any
rate, to sink all party differences and pull
together, we would soon be out of our
trouble, The old ear of State is resting in
the rut, and it behoves each one of us to
pull together and lift her on to the road
again. It we do that, in a few years we
shall be on the high road to prosperity, with
work for all and a happy, prosperous
people.

On motiou by Mr. Sleeman, debate ad-

journed.

House adjourned at 9.0 p.m.

Acgisiative  Council,
Tuesday, 9th September, 1930.

Haae

Yuestions - State Saw Mills unsold tlnll.wr . 804
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Address-in-reply, ninth day 7 i e 304

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE SAWMILLS.
{"nsald timber and charges paid.

Hon. G. W. MILES asked the Minister
for Conntry Water Supplies: 1, In con-
nection with the State Sawmills. what is tho
quantity of (a) jarrah in loads; (b) karri
in loads unsold and/or on consignment in
the United Kingdom. India, Ceylon, New
Zealand, Sounth Africa and the Eastern
States? 2, What amount has been paid on
above in railage charges and freights (a)
from mills, (b) barbour trust charges, (c¢)
sea freight, (d) bandling charges and duty,
if anyv, at destination? 3, Ts it a faet that
some timber has been in New Zealand un-
sold for over two vears?

[COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER FOR
WATER SUPPLIES replied:

(1.} Total consignment stocks—Jarrah. 1,849 loads.
Earrl, 1,800 loads.

COUNTRY

as under—
Jarrah. Earri.
g‘ Unltsd Ringdom .. 0 .. 84
g w oo Viees E Tarr
4. \'a{r Zealand peke! ...m T e
5. Bouth Afries .. A N
6. Eastern States 880 548
Total ... 1,840 1,809
1) Rnﬂa Har- Hand-
l: bour ling Duty.
Mll Trust Pnight, Charges.
Charges.
£ £ £ £ 3
s ".‘2’1":& 250 37 384 155
m =
2. Tadia
8. Cevlon ... 2,156 877  ¢312 1,887 65
4. New Zea
lapd ...
5. Sooth Af-
Eastern
States ... 1,860 241 3,100 1,208
£5,275 56 7,708 3,248 85!
Grant Tota) ... ... £17.832

(lil.) WNo. Timber to New Zealand iz sold f.0.b.

Groceries for Strikers.

Hon. G, W. MILES asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: 1, Did the
State Sawmills’ stores at Holyenke supply
rroceries to men on strike at Port's mal
during 1929 and 19307 2, Did the thet
Minister for Works give instruetions thal
these stores were to be supplied? 3, Ha:
payment been received for these stores?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1. No. Store
were suj plied to Timber Workers’ Union
2, No. 3, Yes, promptly.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from -4th September.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.36]
In addressing myself to the motion before
the Chair 1 should like to add my felicita-
tions to wvou, Sir, on having been grantec
the high honour of being elected a knigh!
of the Empire, an hononr which I think al
members of the House will agree with me ir
saying hns fallen to one who well deserves
the dignity. Since last session we have had
elections, and I wish to extend a welcomt
to the new members and to congratulate



