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pa.ny. I ba.ve long been a.n advocate for 
some steps to be taken by the Govern. 
ment to enable them to get possession of 
that great property ; and although a 
proposal to tha. t effect was defeated last 
session, I hope the time is not far distant 
when a.ny Ministry that may be in power 
will make it one of their first steps to 
obtain possession of the Midland Railway 
and land at a. reasonable price. I would 
like a.lso to see some change made in 
regard to the Agent General'& office in 
Lo11dou, a.nd to consider whether an 
Agent General or a. High Commissioner 
for the "'hole of Australia will be 
sufficient for the purposes of State 
Government, thus rendering unnecessary 
the maintenance of an Agent General for 
each State. Some reorganisation of our 
Agent General's office should be made, 
in a.ny case, and some better system of 
bringing the advanta.ges of this State 
into general notice outside should be 
a.dopted. I know that the present OCCU· 

pant of the office, while I wa.s in London 
la.st yeal', regr~tted that he was not sup. 
plied with sufficient means for this pur· 
pose; for a.lthougb numerous inquiries 
were made at the Agent Genera.l's office, 
there wa.s not sufficient infonna.tion 
a.va.ila.ble to satisfy a.ll the applicants. 

.MR. A.NGWIN : The printed matter he 
bas is stored away. 

MR. QUINLAN; I was not aware of 
that. 

MB. ANGWIN : I am. 
1\IB. QUINLAN : I would like to see 

some steps taken to provide deep sewerc~.ge 
for the metropolis. The absence of 
sewerage is preventing settlement in the 
city in some measure, and the suburbs 
su1fer likewise. I think the time ha.s 
a.rri ved for some better method to be 
adopted, aud more encouragement given 
to people who wish to build or to reside 
in the city aud suburbs. Whether it :is 
to be done by the Government or by the 
City Council I do not know, but it is a. 
work of national importance, because a.ll 
property holders in Perth &nd subm·bs 
are intet•ested in the health conditions of 
the capital. Generally speaking, I hope 
the future administration will at least be 
a.s car~ful a.s tbat of tbe James Govern
ment bas been in the va.r10us departments~ 
aucJ will e.udea.vour to carry <IUt some 
retrenchment by reducing the number or 
public servants where there are evidently 

too ma.ny. It would be better in such 
cases to reduce the number of employees, 
a.nd increase the pa.y where neceBBary, 
and I think economy would be promoted 
in this way. My idea. of administration 
would be to carry on the Government of 
this State bv a coalition, if that could be 
brought about. Perhaps it is too late at 
present to urge this, but I hope the day 
is not far off when some su c b step will be 
taken, and that unit.y of parties should 
form the administration of the State. 
I do not like to see continuous changes in 
office; it is n. ua.d thing for the country, 
a.nd I think the1·e is only one way of 
bringing about a. settlement of this 
subject, which would be to luLve a 
party aucb as I suggest consisting of 
rt'preseutatives of all sP.ctions of the 
community ; not one section alone. 
(M EMBEB : And elect the Ministry ?] 
And elect the Ministry. That is a very 
wise suggestion. It would be a. new 
custom in a.nv of the British dominions. 

BoN. F. H. PrESSE: There would be 
log-rolling then. 

MB. QUINLAN : I think not. That 
is my idea of ideal administration, to 
have Ministers chosen from the wbole 
body of members. 

Ma. H. C.ARSON (GeraJdton): It may 
appear to some members of tl1is House 
presumption on my part when I sa.y I 
consider this debate to a very lu.rge extent 
bas beE1n a. waste of very valottble time. 
After listening to the remarks of the 
member for Mount Margaret (Mr. 
Taylor), I am con6.1·med to some extent, 
and I think it would have been jn the 
interests of the country if only the leader 
of the Opposition a.nd t.he Premier ba.d 
spoken to this Address-in-~ply. Still, I 
am glad the debate baR so far continued 
for us to ba.ve beard the a.ddrt:ss of the 
Minister for Lauds, for I recognise in 
that address we ha.ve ha.d one which will 
be a good advertiseruent for tbe country, 
a.n address that wil1 give the people an 
opportunity to see the progress we a.1·e 
wakin~, our stability, and also the 
possibilities of this country. While the 
leader of the Opposition was speaking, he 
said the Governmttnt had introduced a 
new departure iu appP.aling to the House 
for a vote of confidence, and that if 
the Premier llild been conwnt to meet 
the House their party would have 
given him support to carry out wha.t 
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legisl~tion he intended to bring before 
tht! House ; yet we find that bon. 
membe1• moving practiudiJ a want of 
confidence in this Administration. It 
do~s not ap~ar to m~ t.o be a.ltog~theT 
correct wheu we find the leader t,f the 
Opposjtion moving a. vote of want of con
fidence, and o.t the same time a.sserting a.t 
the outset of his address that he wou]d 
support the Premier's Adminiijt,·u.tiou. I 
consider that the Government acted 
wisely in rueeting the liouSt!'t and that 
they did the right a.nd proper thing ·lll 
calling at the very outset. as this House 
is constituted. for a vote of confidence, so 
that we mR.y have a. vote of tbe House to 
cttrry on the busint'ss of the country. 
Whoeve-r mo.y hold the reins of so~ern
ment, tbey will have to carry out the 
policy of the James Government, and I 
think this must be evident to every mem
ber of the House. We have ha.d re
turned to this Parliament 40 wembere 
who are in sympathy with a.nd who are 
pledged to support that policy, and we 
ba;ve had ~ent he~ 10 membera who a.re 
opposed to it in some particular. Whilst 
we luJ.vc returned to the Honse 22 mcm
oors pledged to the extreme and I tnu.y 
sa.y to HOwe e.xtentim practicable policy of 
the Labour part.y, we ba.ve returned 28 
members oppo8ed to them. I ask. is it 
wise, is it in the interests of the country 
tha.t we should ba\fe a.changeo[ Adminis
tration ? Is it wise t.hat we should hand 
over the Administration to men wlao are 
inE>xpcrienef!d and who ha.ve a. great deal 
t,o lea.rn? Only a. very few of them have 
bad Parliamentary experience, a.nd I con
sider it is very unwise now, and at any 
ro.te not io the interests of the country. 
to ha.ve a chang~ of Administration. I 
wouJd like very briefly to refer to one or 
two items in the Governor•s Speech. I 
a.m sure we all recognise tha.t the settle
ment of our lands is of paramount im
portance. I recognise, a.nd I believe 
ever_( member of the Honse recognisest 
that great good ha.s been done iu this 
respect, and much credit is dne to 
the Minister for Lande in rega-rd 
to the question. I a.lso recognise 1 

that thore is much to be done V(\t in 
tha.t direction. In the Victoria district 
w~ have a. limite-d agricultural a.re:t, a.nd 
a. very ~=."feat amount of couut.ry is lOl·ked 
n p from dose sct.t1~mont ; a.nd it will be 
the dut.y of whll.tever Government comes 

into powel', or ca.rries on the aJfairs of the 
country, to secure that la.nd so that it 
ma.y be settled. Just recently the Gov
ernment seaured tbe Mount Erin Estate, 
and 1 a.m sorry t.o say there have been to 
some extent dissatisfaction and cotnpla.int 
with regaTd to the price eha.1·ied for the 

. land t brown open there ; but I am also 
pleased to say that the pe{\ple who ba.ve 
ttl.ken up la.nd~a.nd I believe the greater 
portion of w ha.t llas been surveyed has 
been taken up-are aa.tistied with tbe 
qua.lity of t.be la.nd. Another item I 
would just like to refer to at the risk of 
being thought parochial-and I will refer 
to it briefiyt and only tba.t the le-ader of 
the Opposition me.y consider it, and I 
trust give it his a.ttention-ia the Magnet 
to La.wlel'8 railway. That railway, with
out a. doubt, would pa,v the Government 
handsomely if it were built, a.nd it would 
do much to help forward the progress of 
the agricultural, mining, l\Dd pasto1-a.l 
industries of tba.t portion of the Sta.te; 
and I tt·ust that if th~ Opposition 0010e 
int.o power they will build the railway. 
Another item I would brie.flv refer to
and I believe the country is· dcmandiug 
sometb;ng to be done in this respect-i-s 
an amendment of the liquor laws, giving 
tbe people the control of this traffic. 
Although I have been twitted by mem
bers on the other side of the House with 
looking 1-ather lonely io my position, I tlo 
uot mind sitting with minorities, but 
what I will do is to always end~avour to 
vote for democratic legislation, and 
oppose clasR 1egislation. 

OPPOSITION MEMBER : u Come over 
to thi~ ~:~ide.'' 

:\h.. FRANK WILSON (Susflex): I 
wish through you. Mr. Bath, to convey 
to the bon. the Speaker my sincere con
gratulations on the honour this Rouse 
conferred on him in elevating bim to the 
position be now holds. I know from long 
parli'l\mentary experience it is an office 
of dignity, and one which requires a. 
certain amoo n t of personality and deter
mination; and I feel sure the bon. mem.. 
bel' (Mr. Jacob.v) who hae been placed in 
that dignified positjon will fill it and carry 
out the duties of bia oftice to the satisfac· 
tion of this House and to the credit of 
himself. I cougmtula.te 1nembers on the 
semi-completion of our new parli:Lmentary 
buildings; but wl1ilst I look around and 
admire tbe architectural beauties~ of this 


