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mended by the House. I can tell mem-
bers that the present Government have
the welfare of the countiy at heart. LThey
are In a position tv reanse 1bat we wust en-
courage our prunary produetions. We are
4 prunasy producing country, and unless
we ¢an encourage our rarmers, what is going
tv happen to ai the non-producers? The
trouble m \Western Australia 15 that we
have too many non-producers all de-
pendent on those, who, 1 am sorry to say,
some members of the Opposition are forever
belittling. The member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshaln) says, “*Look at the concessions the
farmers ure getting.” 1 say take away those
voncessions, and what is gomg to bappen
to the men represented by the hon. memoer?
Wwe must encourage the farmers. Unless
we do that, and so keep them on the land,
tkere will be hard times ahead of western
Australia.  Stil), I think from owr present
prospects that there is a siver lining even
) our cloud, for there is every indication
of a huge harvest. We may have between
40,000,000 and 30,000,000 bushels to reap.
Although the price he only 3s. per bushel,
~iill that wheat has to be shifted and sold,
and so it is going to bring a certain amount
of money into Western Australin. Seo, too,
with regard to ou- wool, there is every in-
dication that the clip will be a good one. It
does seem stiange that when we have #ull
and plenty, prosperous Yyears, we should
have so much real distress in the country.
We all regret it deeply, and if anything can
possibly be done members may rest assured
that the preseni Government will do their
utmosl to alleviate the distress and provide
work for all.

MR. J. I. MANN (Beverley) [9.0]: 1
also desire to offer my eongratulations o
vou, Mr. Speaker, and express the hope
that your term of office wil' be happy and
suceesstul, T did st wish to speak to-nixghi,
{eeling somewhnt nervous, but perbape it is
advisable to gain ¢ little eourage by speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply. T intend fto
take the adviee of the hon. memhiy on my
right, and restrict my remarks to a= little
space as possible in “Hansard,” so that !
may cloim that in my first speech at any
rate, I did not entail the State in much cost.
1 have been very interested in the discus-
sion that has taken place, partienlarly in
the speeches of the members of the Oppa-
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sition. We are living in a most extraordin-
vy age, and I hiave been intent on finding
i the speeches some ray of hope or some-
tling that wonld peint to a solution of the
finaneinl positiou.  Apparentiv there las
been no enlightenment in this direction, and
I suppose time alone will show how the posi-
tion is to be remedied. While some very
complinentary remarks have been paid to
the party of which L am u nember, I am
fully satisfied thar their presence on this
side of the House is due to the difficulties
confrouting the tarmers and pastoralists of
the State. The value of Australian wool
has declined about £37,000,000 in the last
12 months, and the farming community have
reached a stage when it is eosting them 150
per cent. more to produce wheat than It
cost in 1912, and the samec price is ruling
for wheat. 1 represent a very large elece-
torate, 200 miles long by -0 miles wide.
and have had an opportunity to study its
condition. Complaints are general that un-
employment in the city is inereasing day by
day, and the Govermmment are faced with
the position of providing sustenance for the
workless men so far as thev possibly can.
I am satisfed that with the present low
price of exportable commodities and the en-
ormons distanees that many farmers have o
cart their produece—some of them 40 to 50
miles—it i1s utterly impossible for them to
carry on. and unless thev are subsi-
dised in some wav or other in the
carting of their wheat this vear—the coun-
try storekeeper cannot help them much longer
—the Government will be faced with the
problem of a eouple of thousand men from
the country areas swelling the unemployed
in the city. If that occurs, it will be a death-
blow to farming in this State. For years
past Governments have advocated a eon-
tinnous policy of land settlement. I think
it has been a mistake fo encourage people
to go far out from the Great Soutlhern and
pioneer areas that were not served by rail-
way or road facilities. To provide those
facilities has been a great drain on the fin-
ancial resources of the State. Many of
those men went to the wall, and the losses
incurred have necessitated a wriling down
of the asset. I hope the position will be
considered seriously., The present Govern-
ment ean be relied upon to deal with the
matter, becanse they recogmise that once
men siart to leave their holdings, the value
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of the land will be gone entirely. No doubt
land values bave failen considerably. 1 am
satisfied that within the last 12 months, they
have dropped 50 per cent. While we feel
very sympathetic towards the unfortunate
men and women of the eity who are out of
work and starving or just existing on sus-
tenance, we must also feel sympathetie to-
wards the tarmers in the outback areas.
There is no doubt that the Governtaent bave
a difficult task ahead of them. Tt has been
remarked in this House that the Leader of
the Qpposition teels relieved that le is not
at present earrving the responsiniiity of
office. The present Premier has a very dif-
fienlt tack ahead of him, and we e.n only
hope that success will attend his efforts.
Having a practical knowledge of farming
and after having spent some years in the
service of one of the largest stock firms in
the State, I do not think it wise for the
farmers in the eastern areas to comuine their
attention to the growing of wheat. Man
cannot live by bread alone. The export trade
in lamh and pork offers great possibilities,
and if farmers devoted attentior to these
lines also, they would more nearly approach
the self-supporting stage. T.ast year when
the drop in wool occurred, there was a rush
for English breeds of rams to mate with
Meritio ¢wes. and 1 am satisfied that during
the next two or three vears we shall have
mongrel flocks as a result of this indiserim:-
inate ecrossing. During the 13 years I
was in the serviee of Elder, Smith and Co.
Ltd., many farmers bonght a line of sheep
and received adviee on the building up of
a flock. Then friends came on the scene
and gave them other advice, and the result
was that the flocks were ruined. No man
can learn lamb breeding in a month or 12
months. I should like to see the Depart-
ment of Agricultmre appoint an expert to
visit the new areas and advise the farmers
how to breed lambs for export. [f this were
done, thousands of pounds could be saved
to the State. The same remark applies to
‘pig breeding. A few vears ago there was
an outbreak of swine fever which cost the
State 10,000 pigs. I lost £300 over it. If
the Government of the day had had a pig
expert to watch for the outbreak of dis-
rase nml foster the industry, rmueh loss
would have heen saved. Breeders are not
conversant with the varions diseases. That
ontbreak of swine fever, T helieve, was the

lirst experienced in this State, and as a re-
sult the chances of building up an export
trade in pork were seriously retarded. All
the farmers in the outback areas would do
well to have both sheep and pigs on their
holdings. The pig industry is being fostered
in the South-West, and I hope the Govern-
ment will appreciate the value of our lamb
and pork as export items. There is no glut
of them In the overseas market as there is
of wheat and wool, and 1 hope two praecti-
val men will be appointed, one to foster
the pig industry and the other the lamb
mdustry.  Farmers have been urged to in-
crease production, but the ery has been for
wheat und wool, two lines in which there ap-
pears to be over-production. We should en-
courage other lines which might have the
effect of saving the State. I noticed a tit-
ter minongst members when the member for
Pingelly referred to the Brookton-Armadale
railway.  Fortunately ftur me, that por-
tion of his clectorate has, since the redistri-
bution, been included in mine. I regret that
the line has not been built, and 1 venture
to say the day will ecome when it will have
to be built because guicker transport from
the eastern areas will be necessary, particu-
larly to cater for the fat lamb trade. I
hope the line =0 long advocated by the mem-
Ler for Pingeliy wiil beconie an aeecomplished
fact while I am a member of this House.
1 believe that the present Government, dur-
ing their term of office will be able to lift
the State out of the financial mire. Every
section of the community has tu be comn-
sidered, and T feel sure that when the big
issues are raised in this House, party ques-
tions will be dropped and every member
will show a desire to help the State to the
utmost of his ability,

Mr. RAPHAEL: T move—
That the debate Le adjourned
Motion put and negatived.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [9.11]:
I was not prepared to speak to-night. I
was given an assurance hy the Deputy
Leader of the House that an adjournment
of the debate would be granted.

The Minister for Lands: Not at this hour
of the evening,

Mr. RAPHAFL: With other speakers T
may perhaps hetray a little nervousness, but
T hope members will hear with me. T con-
gratulate vou, Mr. Speaker, on the position
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to which you have been elevated, and thank
you for the little courtesies you have shown
me as a new member not yet familiar
with the forms of the House. I con-
gratulate the Minister in charge of wun-
employment on the many little shrewd
moves he has made by splitting the unem-
ployed into different sections as he has
done, thus preventing them from demeon-
strating in the eity as they did when the
Labour Party held office.

The Minister for Railways: You have no
right to say that.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The men in Blackboy
are single men without the responsibilities
that married ties involve, and they are gen-
erally tbe ones who are likely to cause
trouble. It was a very clever move fo put
them into the country, as the Minister has
done, thus preeluding demonstrations such
as they indulged in during the time of the
Collier Government. Members on the Gov-
ernment side, especially the member for
Canning (Mr. Wells), have advocated the
abolition of State trading eoncerns. State
sawmills arve located in my electorate and
they have provided many men of British
nationality with work that otherwise would
not have been available to them. The only
thing to be said against the concern is the
absorption of foreigners in the bush mills,
thereby depriving Britishers of work to
which they are entitled. The member for
Canning has told us that State trading eon-
cerns are a menace to private concerns. We
know that members on the Government side
represent vested interests, and conscquently
are desirous of cutting out any opposition
to the interests they represent.  Another
industry in my electorate is the cement
works, o combine that has been operated
without a subsidy from either State or Fed-
eral Government, Its cement has been
tested by the University authorities and has
been passed as equalling the standard of
cement manufactured anywhere else in the
world. I hope the Government will follow
the course adopted by the previous Govern-
ment of insisting upon full support being
given to the product of those works. An-
other matter of vital importance is the pro-
vision of some system of warning to pedes-
trians and traffic generally at all railway
crossings. Some years ago, as a City Coun-
eillor, I waifed with a deputation on the
Commissioner of Railways (Colonel Pope).
He told us that, if people were killed at
these crossing®, it was their own fanlt. That
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was not the reply to give fo a deputation
of that kind. We are told by the Govern-
ment. that if people get into an accident on
a raillway erossing and are Iucky eoough to
escape with their lives, they are liable to be
fined £25. In the matter of unemployment,
the Government are exhibiting great lack of
foresight in respect of our public utilities.
As a result of the present poliey, many
married tramway men with their families
have to go off about one week in eight. Be-
cause of the mal-administration of the de-
partment they have to give up their time,
their money and their work. The Govern-
ment have at a cost of about £28,000 run a
tramline along the Osborne Park route. As
many Chinamen as white men use the tram-
way, but so few people use it that the rev-
enue does not pay for the axle grease. It
seems that yet another £28,000 will have to
be spent there on a line that should never
have been laid in the first place. It was an
unwarranted piece of work, and for the next
12 years will not be justified from the point
of view of the number of people the line
will serve. I do not know whether it is the
intention of the Main Roads Board to keep
on reconstrueting roads, making deviations
of several miles here and there, and gener-
ally throwing away thousands upon thou-
sands of pounds. Throughout the country
distriets water-bound diorite roads are being
put down. There is no thought of pre-
serving them in any way. They are just
laid down and the money practically thrown
away. On a journey from York this morn-
ing by motor, and when travelling at about
50 miles an hour, I went over a patch of
road that had just been put in, in order to
test it. I wanted to find out what sort of
job the Main Roads Board were doing. The
car in going over the pateh immediately
pulled it up. The board should wake up to
their responsibilities and abolish these water-
bound roads, replacing them with bitumen
or some other kind of tar road. TUnder the
present system, thousands of pounds have
been thrown away and nothing is left to
show for the money. We are being told we
must draw in our horns, suffer reductions
in salary and se forth. The worker is to
have bhis wages reduced, and the civil servant
is to be reduced, in order that we may stand
up to the present awful eonditions which
have been brought sabout by the Bruee-
Page Government. For our road construe-
tion the Federal Government give us a cer-
tain sum of money each year. All these
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savings of wages and salaries and the Fed-
eral grants are being wasted on such a thing
&8s the Greenmount deviation. It is a ery-
ing shame, The other day 1 took out a
member of this Chamber to see that road,
and he agreed that it was entirely unneees-
sary at the present juncture. The money
that has been spent already could have been
laid out in reproductive work, and some ad-
vantage could have been reaped from it by
the State in general. It appears to be the
intention of the Main Roads Board fo allow
these waterbound roads to settle down for
a number of years and then perhaps go over
them again and spend more money on them.
The Government are making a very smali
effort to stand up to their responsibilities
by the proposals they advance for doing so.
I am prepared to vote for a reduction of
salaries and would not mind the reduction
being twice as much as we anticipate it will
be, but I would not vote for it without an
assurance from the Government that this
will not be used as the thin end of the
wedge to reduce the salaries of civil servants
and the wages of workers generally. It may
be a small matter to give up 10 per cent. of
one’s income, but if that is to be used as a
lever by politicians, who will go into their
electorates and say that now they have sac-
rificed themselves the citizens gencrally must
suffer, I will not be a party to the reduction.
Now that we are going through sueh trying
times I want the Government to provide free
dental treatment for children up to the age
of 14, whose parents are not able to provide
the attention themselves. I hope this sug-
gestion will sink into the minds of members
of the Government who may not yet be ready
to receive it. The member for Fremantle
thinks that the Fremantle bridge thould be
rebuilt to save its timber for furmiture. I
would point out that the Causeway needs
rebuilding to save the lives of our cifizens.
At different times I have seen upwards of
12 to 15 aceidenis on that thoroughfare. The
matter is very urgent. It is not a quesiion
of serving Vietoria Park, but of three-quar-
ters of the population of the State who have
to pass that way in order to get access to
Perth. The Government should see that the
work which was so well started by the pre-
vious Government, the reclamation of the
foreshore at this point, is proeeeded with.
Between £50,000 and £60,000 has already
been spent there, and if nature is allowed
to build itself up again, all that money will
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be thrown away. I cannot understand the
action of the Government. If they were
bearing the whole cost of the reclamation,
it could be understood, but, if the figures I
expect to get to-morrow had been available
to me to-night, I think I should have been
able to prove that the City Counecil are sub-
sidising the Government to the tune of £15 to
£20 a week. The Government would not
be put to any more expense than would be
represented in the subsidy from the City
Couneil if they recommissioned the dredger
“Stirling” to go on with the work. When
other members are advocaling works in {heir
own electorates, I think it my duty to stress
the need for tramway extensions in Victoria
Park. Extensions of this kind should be
available in electorates other than those that
are represented by Nationalists. Some time
ago citizens of Victoria Park waited upon
the ex-Minister for Railways (Mr. Will-
cock)., The facts and figures placed before
him persnaded him to give the deputation
a sympathetic bearing, and to promise at an
early date an extension of the tramway ser-
vice in Victoria Park. If the present Min-
ister for Railways were to take the trouble
to drive through that suburb, and to go
outhack a little way, he would sece hundreds
of honses and thousands of peopic resident
beyond the present terminus. An extension
would immediately pay for itself, and would
therefore not be a burden to the Government.
The terminus is now situated opposite one
of the biggest schools in the metropolitan
area. Despite the fact that the teachers are
continually warning children of the danger
of running aeross the road, the youngsters
are in constant peril because this happens
to be the terminus of the framway route.
The Government should give us at least half
a mile extension, if not for the sake of the
workers who have to walk so long a dis-
tance, certainly for the sake of the children
attending that school. The buses and all
the traffie that branches off from there to
the country centres are also affected by ihe
terminus being there, so that there is a tre-
mendous menace for the children. In Vie-
toria Park a number of secondary indus-
tries have recenily been starfed. A good
deal of money has already been spent on
the Town Planning Commission, which
should now exereisec the powers it has and
in advapce of settlement lay out factory
sites, so that when houses are huilt the owners
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may nol find themselves alongside some tac-
tory. I hope the commission will take this
matter up quickly in crder to avoid incon-
venience to citizens at a later stage. 1 have
read a report furnished by Dr. Thompson
on the conditions of the tramway men who
have to ecross the Causeway. They drive
under unhealthy conditions and the same
thing applies to the conductors. Ior many
months of the year the motormen have to
stand in water in fronmt of the trams. I
hope the Government will give some
conzideration to this matter and pro-
vide the motormen with protection from
the elements. | have something to say
now concerning the Traffic Aect. The
motor bus proprietors contribute to the
Government and local authorities, at
the rate of 3Us. per seat, a sum of about
£3,000 a year. Recently the Government
have curtailed both the railway and tram-
way services, with the rvesult that a great
deal movre *ratlic is now thrown into the hands
of the bus and taxi proprietovs. The Gov-
ernment have taken the line that as the
tramway= were showing a loss, they must
curtail the service, They 2. ¢ doing the same
thing in respeet of the railwavs. The Gov-
ernment, instead of curtailing their own
traflie faeilities, should have put on addi-
tional trams and trains and thus abolished
the eompetition of buses and taxis. But
until an Administration is prepaved to take
a firm stand on lines similar to those adopted
in South Aunstralin, onr railwav and fram-
way syvstems will make losses.  Rerently (wo
trams were available to take about 2,000
people away from the ericket ground. Ap-
parently the Government do not want to
carry the traflic; if they did, they would
make provision for it. Uniil they do abol-
ish the oppusition of buses and taxis, our
railway and tramway systems will never
pay. Next I wish to bring under the notve
ol the Minister for fealth the drainage of
the Victoria Park school. That schoel now
is 1 menace to health, and a breeding ground
for mosquitoes. In faet, the Minister shouid
be prosccuted for allowing such an unheal:hy
state of affairs tv exist. The children have
to play in three or fonr inehes of water,
and that certainly is not good for them. The
healthier the conditions under which e¢hild-
ren grow up, the healthier citizens will they
become. 1 am sure the Mimster will give
the matter his consideration,
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The Mivister tor Lands: L will do so to-
WOrrow.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 thank the Minister.
I'he South Perth, Como and Nedlands tram-
ways are other matters on which I may bs
permitted te touch. Not often bas a bigger
erune been committed than that represented
by the construetion of the Claremont tram-
line. L appeal to hon. members to ersure
that such a crime does not occur again, Be-
tore a line is constructed, facts and figures
should veceive consideration.  The larger
population awaiting tramway facilnies
should ftirst receive the desired [acilities. A
year or 18 months ago the Northam-road
was reconstruected. Wher attempting to
drive over it, I noticed it had been pulled
up again. I do not know whether the Gov-
ernient ave adopting the system which is
{avoured by the City Council--to put down
a road and then dig it np agam. Survely
the Government ¢ould ntilize their money in
some other direction.

v, Angelo: Espeeially il the road is ran-
ning parallel to a railway.

Jiv, RAPIIAEL: Yes. Lt seewms to be
the Government's desire to provide faeili-
Lies for the buses which deprive the vailways
of vevenue. | hope that the few small points
I lave sugrested will veceive the impartial
ronsideration of the various AMimisters con-
cerned, and  that nothing ansing ont ot
party polities will preelude thosze hon. gen-
tlemen from gziving Vietorla Park a faie
liearing and a just deal in respeet of the
wants 1 have voiced on hehalt of that elee-
torate, 1 am on the side which | deem 1o
be the right one. 1 am quite =ure the work-
ers’ party 1s the right party, ninety per cent.
of' Australians being workers and the othe:
tem per cent. Joafers. Vietoria Park, a new
clectorate evealed by the last redistribution,
should he given a chanee. 1 hope that as a
new memher T shall he afforded the oppo--
tunity of going to my eleetors and tellinge
them that although the Nationalists are in
power Vietoria Park is being given what it
deserves. and that the wants of the elector-
ate receive eonsideration from the pariy to
which their member is opposed.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[0.35]: First of all I desire to add my
canm atulations ta those which have been
teadered to you, Siv, on your election s
Sacaker of this TTouse. T also desire to con-



