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lowest people recogmse that it is the one
thing we should do. Y say guite voluntarily
that if they will give me back my boy they
can take every bean I have got in the world
and I will start afresh from scratch,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.3]: I
must first thank members generally for the
courtesy, consideration and encouragement
shown towards me as a new member. [ can
only repeat the words of the member for
Yrwin (Mr. Gerdiner) and say, that during
the time I oceupy a seat in this Honse [
liope that 1 shall endeavour te be serupu-
lously fair to all parties in debate. |1
lope I shall never come fo the time when

it will be necessary for me to indulge in any .

personalities, such as | heard in the earlier
part of this discussion. I desire to join with
others in eomplimenting Ministers upon ob-
taining their present position. Also I de-
sire to refer particularly to the Minister for
Mines. We had the Minister for Mines in
Kalgoorlie the other day. Without any wish
on my part to give any undue credit fo the
Minister for Mines, T will say, as one being
somewhat cotineeted with him during the re-
cent Irouble fhere, that he did show a con-
siderable amount of confidence in his own
vpinion and ability, in the first place, to
settle the trouble, and in fhe second place,
fhe zreatest willingness and desire to do so.
Thar in ilself, [ believe, influenced those who
were connected with this nnfortunate alien
trouble in the belief that the trouble would
have an early settlement, and that the diffi-
culties would be soon gof over. I also say
to the Minister for Mines that, while the
position of parties is suel and we find the
Liberal Administration in ¢harge ol the
affairs of the State, 1 will, irrespective of
all party feeling and considerations, unless
1t eonflicts with our own special policy, to
the utmost of my ability and energy assist
the Minister in dealing with his departments.
He can have that personal assurance Erom
me. that no trouble or energy on my part
will be too ereat to he expended in assist-
ing him whenever he refuests my serviees
or requires my aid.  As has been rvightly
il by the Premier. the mining industry
must for some congiderpble time play an
impntant part in the development and com-
inercial life of the eountry. [f he is sincere,
and [ believe Le is. [ would tell himn that

there are many avennes in whirh he ean
show his stncerity in his attitude towards
that industry. Irrespective of the comnmis-
sion or board which it is the Premenr's in-
tention, 1 understand, to ereate to inquire
into the best means of developing the mining
and mineral industry of the State, there are
many ways thal it is possible at the pre-
sent time to give this industey proper en-
couragement, We lave in this State a con-
siderable amount of money invested in the
great goldields water sapply seheme. At the
present time | do not think that a proper
aftitnde has been taken towards that great
seheme, and that it is nol being properly
utilised and barnessed in the manner in
whieh il shouid be utilised and harnessed
for the assistance of the gold mining
industry, We find that a prospector who is
prospeeting a small show, and in the initial
stages of his work requires atl the assistance
and encouragement he can get, 1s being
charged an extortionate amount of money
for his water supply. It is not Iater on that
it matters o mueh his Leing charged for
his water to this extent, but in the early
slages when Le is just heginning to erush.
In ny digtrict alone, the Coalgardie consti-
tueney, there is a dozen large, well-defined
known lines of reef whieh admittedly requive
development and Government assistanee.
When 1 was a bov in Vieloria iy own father
wig on & mining board, probably 25 vears
ago, In that vear the Governmeni of Vie-
toria spenl in the drilling of basaltic de-
posits alone ahout a quarter of a million of

money. [ do not blame the Liberal
Admunistration in particular, bt it
seems 10 be the [ault of snccessive
(fovernments that the prospector in

particular in the mining industry should
to a greal extent bave been discouraged
in his operations.  No matter what may
he said of the ex-Minister for Miues in his
administration of the department, and no
hetter Minister ever sat in that office, 1 be-
lieve he had a sineere desire to assist the
industry quite apart from his legislative
acts. His administration wil stand as a
eredit to him and this iz re-echoed right
throughout the poldfields of the State. He
showed a sympathelic desire to assizt in the
deveforment of that great industry. There is
one thing that might e done, however. and
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that is in regard to the water supply. The
Water Supply Department wants 7s. 6d. a
thonsand gallons for water hefore they even
turn on the tap. We have water running
over the Mundaring weir. It would not hurt
the Government fo try the experiment, when
a new show 1s being opened up, of turning
the pumps on of this great water scheme
another revolution or two per minute and
cive the deserving prospector who is help-
ing to develop the country free water and
some cnconragement. In that way I think
they would get very great benefit for the
State. )

Me. W. D. Johnson: You have had if as
low as 3s. 6d. and 2s. Gd. a thousand.

Mr. LAMBERT: True. Three shillings
and sixpence as the hon. member, knowmg
the conditions there understands, is alto-
wether too high and exorbitant. Tt 1s im-
possible when a man is starting on a small
show and possibly putting all hs money
into it, for him at the end of the month to
meet the water bill during the initial
stages of his erushing. T ask the
Minister for Mines to note rthe fact that
boring plants, of which the Government
have many, can be utilised where the geolo-
gical conditions are favourable, in pos-
sibly locating valuable bodies of ore.
In the Coolgardie district one can find half
~ a dozen instances where private individuals,
espectally in the present position of affairs,
and owing to {he war and the Stock Ex-
changes in Australia, would hesitate to take
on the initial stages of prospecting shows
of this sort. But if the Government
would utilise their boring plants and
possibly reserve certain lands, I believe
in the immediate vicinity of Coolgar-
die it would be possible to open up mines
which would prove of great assistance in
the commereial life of the town and of this
State. I would like to make a brief reference
to the Esperance lands and the subject of
that railway. 1 also embraee the agricaltural
commission suggested by the Premier. I
regret that the Government have seen fit to
take up a certain attitude towards this Es-
perance raillway. I am not prepared to say
that there is not an excess of salt contained
in the Esperance land. It seems to he a
peculiar time, however, to drag out this in-
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formation. As a matter of faet, no wman
can stale with any authorily or definitely
that these lands are worthless unless he is
an absolute expert. My remarks on this
agricultural ecommission apply egually fto
every other porfion of the State. [ lope
the Premier will, in considering the agri-
cultural development of this State, take into
aecount a couple of very important basic
factors. First we have the climatic condi-
tions which vary according to the locality.
In many places we bave a limited and un-
cerlain rainfall, and I believe that in a
greater proportion of this State there is
more or less impoverished soil which reguires
scientific bandling to build up. I believe

‘that there is only one class of people who

can deal with this soll in a proper manner.
1 believe that the only person who can deal
with tlus soil is the scientist, and I say that
with all due deference to the ecommission,
which has been appointed. In my opinion,
the ¢commission should have been one mainly
of scientists. Who gave us the one factor
which has enabled us o grow wheat in this
State, bui the scientist? Who gave us super-
phosphate? It was not discovered by any
prosperouns farmer, it was discovered by a
seientist and developed by science, and there
are no other means of coming to any right
conclusion upon the proper development of
the soils of the State except by the employ-
ment of scientists. The Government bhave
no right to promiscuously grant money to
all the agricultural areas of the State. I
should lay it down as an absolute principle
that no money should be granted to a far-
mer unless that farmer was prepared to
aceept adviee and till his soil under the pro-
per direction and guidance of scientifically
trained men. That is the only way to tackle
this industry. The deficit in this State can
he traceable to a large extent to the sue-
ceeding crop failures in the agrienltural
areas,

Mr. Wansbrough: That is not due to the
farmer.

Mr. LAMBERT: In this connection let
me say that T am charitable in my disposi-
tion towards the farmer. I do not blame lim
for getting £200 or £300 if a foolish Gov-
ernment will give it to him. I blame the
principle of gving a man money promiseu-
ously and allowing him to throw it away on
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land that is not suitable for the crop he is
endeavouring to grow. A farmer 35 only a

farmer and a successful farmer within
the four corner pegs of his own allot-
meni. He is not a successful farmer
on the other fellow's allotment. 1f T

clear 50 acres of land to-morrow, the only
man who ean lay down the proper routine
for me to follow is the man who knows the
constituents of the =oil. and I say il is a
scandalous shame to o on consistently
courting  failures and breaking farmers'
hiearts by giving money away in the manner
which has been done in the pasi. Let the
Covernment of this ecountry spend their
money in & thorough and an elficient manner.
Let us copy one of the nations we are abso-
Iutely despising to-day and rightiy so ioo;
let us copy their methods, let us harness the
science and knowledge which has heen devel-
oped during the past half century as applied
to agrieulture and we shall not find then so
many hroken-hearted farmers as we can find
in aur Stale {o-day. These remarks apply lo
the Esperance lands and | do not know that
Mr, Mann’s determination as to the salt con-
tents of the Esperance soil is conelusive.
Mr. Mann may have gone there and iaken
certain samples for probably a different pur-
pose (han lo ascertain the guantity of salt
contained in the soil. but as to whether it is
deleterious to growth I do nof suppose Mr.
Mann would offer an opinion, and I hope.
for the good of this Siate, the Premier will
avail himself of every opportunity to get
srientific knowledge during the investiza-
fions of the Royal Commission. Much has
been said about the reduction of the
rates on superphosphales, and although 1
am representing a mining constitueney. 1 he-
lieve that fhe agriculiural industry should
be tackled earnestly, and I hope in every way
the Government will display their sincerity
by fusiering and assisling it. We have great
known deposits of phosphatie material in
thiz State. Have we ever tried {he aecidula-
tion of it? Although it max give to the
State an absolutely valuable asset, 1 have
never heard of that havingz been done. T.of
the Administration go tn for the manufaciure
nf superphosphates in the State and assis
the farmers. T believe a mistake was made
i not putting up  State superphosphate
works.
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Mr. W. D. Johnson: Tf we had put up
superphosphate works jnstead of implement
works we would bave been betiter off.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have often thought
g0, anidl when speaking to members of [Par-
linment vears ago | suggested that the State
should enter on the manufacture of super-
phosphates, and 1 poinled out that the soil
in Western Australia was no good anless it
was backed up by the addition of super-
phosphates in some form or other. Even in
connection with the refuse from the abat-
{oirs fthe Government find it necessary to sell
the whole of it to fertiliser agents and they
increase the cost of it to the primary pro-
ducer one hundred or a couple of hundred
per cent. Every pound ot blood and bone
which comes from the abattoirs must first
wo throngh the hands of an agent before it
reaches the farmer.

Mr. W. 1), Jolinson: He is a middlemart.

Mr, LAMBER': That is a trading con-
cern. It is something which the Government
possess but they eall tenders for it and sell
it to a man who mixes it up to a known
formula, and then disposes of it at a profit
of 100 or 200 per cenl. Anyv (overnment
that is sincere in its attitude towards the ag-
ricultnral industry should not allow that kind
of thing to 2o on., and i 1= 1o be hoped that
they will try and stop this very unneceszary
and roundabout way of sapplying farmers
with fertilisers. T would like to say a word
or two on the question of conseription. At
the present time in this supreme moment
of the nation’s peril, T helieve (hat a man
wlho would make political capital out of an-
other’s eonvietions is an absolute eur, He is =
man who, if he had the opportunity. wonld
desecrate the graves of our own fallen heroes.
My attitude will be shown in o uncerfain
way. I am behind Mr. Hughes, and [ will
be hehind him until I find that he is =
traitor to the cause of labour and to
the canse of demoecraey, T believe Mr.
Huzhes 15 in possession of cerfain know-
ledge, and whether it costs me my
political existence or not T will stand behind
him in any means that he may suggest in
order to get the physical and material
slrength Lo as<ist the Homeland at the present
juneturve, Tt is all very well for people to
tatk about eonseriptine men for home de-
fence. but where is ome defence to-dav? [k



324

is on the sacred ground of the Allies; it is not
in Australia. The sphere of operations is,
thank God, removed from Australia, and the
man who will not serve behind a rifle on tle
ground of the Allies would not serve behind
a rifle in Australia. The man who is pre-
pared to live behind the shelter and protee-
tion of a nfle should be prepared 1o shoulder
one when ealled upon to do so. 1 hope that
the Federal Government will smmmon up all
the physical and material strength required
to win the war. I believe we ghall win, in
fact, T have not the slightest hesitation in
feeling that we shall win. In eonclusion, 1
wish (o say that T hope the present Ministry,
if they remain at the head of affairs in West-
ern Australia, will remember that they have
an obligation to those returning soldiers anid
let them feel with confidence that those who
are in confrol of the Administration are try-
ing to do their very best to put the refurned
soldiers back into the commercial life and
tndustry of their ecountry.

Mr. WANSBROUCH (Beverlay) [10-28]:
In common with the other mombers I dssire
to say s few words on the Address-in-reply.
I have been goaded to some extent into
this position by the remarks which have
come from the Opposilion benches in con-
nection with the attitude of tho Country
party in sitting behind the present CGovern-
ment. DBefore referring to this mattsr,
howover, [ would like to say a few words
in conngction with the Industries Assist-
anco Board and the change brought about
by the present Administration. The leader
of the Opposition the other evening stated
that the farmers were better ofi under his
Administration than they aro at the present
time. They were to a certain oxtent, but
no diserimination was shown. The leader
of the Opposition, in criticising the re-
organisation of the Board by the present
Government, referred to the parts played
by the various officials of the old board.
In my opinion, the leader of the Opposition,
in eulogising Mr. Morris and Mr. Oliphant,
unintentionelly cast a reflection on another
member of the old boerd, the original mem-
ber, who had to do all the work, Mr. Camm.
To my thinking, Mr. Camm was the only
man on ths old board who had a grasp of
the situation. Mr. Camm, by his unfailing
courtesy and his perception of the wants
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and requirements of the settlers afiected,
did much to relieve the situation. [
venture to assert that had Mr. Camm been
allowed to continue in the capacity of
practical manager of the board, even with
the present additions, much more satis-
faction would have been given. Few
members of this House realise the actual
position which various members of the
Country party had to adopt relatively to
the Dboard. Individually I have been
nothing more or less than a commission
agent for clients of the Industries Assist-
ance Board during the last two years.

Mr. 8. Stubbs : Without fee.

Mr. Angwin : Agent without commission.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Yes. I am occupy-
ing the place of, and taking away money
from, men who, I know, in sore instances
have established offices here for the wvery
purpose which I have fulfilled.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: You took the bread out
of their mouths.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: Yes.  While
earrying out this obligation cast upon me
a8 represantative of a large number of
Assistance Board settlers, I came in contact
with all the members of the board ; and [
say the greatest mistake made in connec-
tion with the board was the appointment
of men like Mr. Paterson and Mr. Sutton,
whose other occupations did not allow
them to give sufficient time to the affairs
of the board, so that practically the whole
of the work fell on Mr. Camm. Had Mr.
Camm been allowad a sufficisncy of officers
to conduct the affairs of the board, I venture
to say that the muddle and chaos which
resulted in connection with acecounts would
never have occurred.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Oh, nonsense ! _

Mr. Angwin: Mr. Paterson and Mr,
Sutton were supplied with all the officers
they required.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Mr. Paterson and
Mr. Sutton were otherwise occupied than
in connection with the beard.

Mr. W. D. Johnson : Mr. Camm got all
ha wanted.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Mr, Camuima mnay
have had all he wanted ; but, so far as the
board members were concarned, Mr, Camm,
ag a positive fact, did more to relieve tho
situation, and had a more thorough grasp
of the position, than any other member of



