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many years, and so perhaps came into closer
touch with him than did most hon. members.
It has always appeared to me that the
career of that hon. genfleman specially
fitted him for a place in the Legislature of
this or any other State. To the ripe know-
ledge, the liberal education necessary to
qualify him for the position he held as a
member of a learned and honourable pro-
fession, he added that wider experience of
human nature which he gained first in the
athletic world of public schools of Vietoria,
and secondly in the wider and more stren-
uous field of the early days of our own gold
mining districts. That training gave him a
knowledge of human nature which few par-
liamentarians have the privilege of posses-
ing. As Mr. Colebatch has said, Mr. Jen-
kins gave of his talents freely to the House
and to the country, and he has made an in-
delible mark on the Legislature and legisla-
tion of Western Australia. In regard to the
late Mr. Cullen, I, too, can say that no mem-
ber was more assiduous in attention o the
details and to the general principles of legis-
lation passed by the House, nor did any-
body possess a fuller knowledge of parlia-
mentary procedure than the hon. gentleman
whom death has claimed. 1 feel sure that
this branch of the Legislature has sulfered
grievously in the loss of those two members,
and [ second heartily the motion that letters
of condolence be sent to the relatives of both
deceased gentlemen.

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan)
[328]: T had the honour of heing a col-
Jeague of the late Mr. Jenkins on the
goldfields, when he was member for the
North-East Provinee in 1900, and, almost
without interruption, until the time of his
decease. All that has been said about his
legal knowledge, his great value fo the
House, the experience he had on the gold-
fields and in the metropolitan area, and his
intimate knowledge of the requirements of
the State, I can fully endorse. In losing
bim we have lost indeed a great legislator.
In regard to the late Mr. Cullen, he was
really the father of the House, to new mem-
bers particularly, because as has been al-
ready pointed out, there was no Bill he did
not eriticise ably and generously. In losing
him we have lost an able and valued col-
league. I sincerely eoncur with the rotion.

Hon. C. MeKENZIE (South-Bast)
[3.30]): I desire to say a few words in sup-
port of the motion moved by the Colonial
Secretary. The late Mr. Cullen was a col-
league, and I do not know of any other
member of this House who discharged bis
parltamentary duties more conscientiously
than did the late hon. member. Knowing
lis worth T ean echo the sentiments ex-
pressed by the leader of the House that this
House is the poorer by the death of Mr.
Cullen. The House has suffered a loss, too,
in the death of the late Mr. Jenkins, who by
reason of lus legal knowledge and his long
experience rendered valuable service here
over many vears. He was a thoroughly con-
scientious man, who took a great interest in
his parliamentary duties. I was more inti-
mately associated with the late Mr. Cullen,
and wish to pay a tribute to his memory for
the great assistance he was fo me, and which
assistance I shall now very much miss. I
desire to support the motion.

Question passed, members standing.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First day.

Hon. H. BOAN (Metropolitan) [3.32]:
I have aceepted the honour of moving the
adoption of the Address in reply to the
Message whieh His Excelleney has been
pleased to deliver to us. 1 wish first to pay
my tribufe to the memory of the late Mr.
Jenkins. Ile was a gentleman whom I al-
ways admired, and although I did not know
him 1 a public capacity, I knew him inti-
mately in a private way, and I can speak of
him as a most highly cultured gentleman,
full of charm; and everyone who knew him
and met him will testify to that. It is my
privilege to succeed the deceased gentleman
ns one of the representatives of the Metro-
politan Province, and I wish to say here
that T regard my election as a great per-
sonal compliment. 1 realise that in succeed-
g a man of the talents of the late Mr,
Jenking, T have undertaken a difficult task.
Such men as be are not easily found, but T
will say with confidence that T shall do my
hest, and I ean give this assurance that for
whatever I do T shall be answerable to the
electors and shall honourably endeavour to
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carry out the duties entrusted to me in ac-
cordance with the best traditions of this
Chamber. I regret that we are still in the

midst of this ferrible and momentous war.-

It 15 a matter of the greatest importance;
His Excellency has given it prominence in
his Speech. His Excellency hag also told us
that the present is a time of great stress for
the whole of the Empire. We in Ausiralia
have to a great exfent, in my opinion, done
handsomely in some ways, though I fear it
must be admitted we have been lax in some
respects. [ believe conscientiously that con-
seription is a demoeratic policy which
shauld be adopted in Awstralia. We have
the spectacle of men going to the Front
leaving behind them large responsibilities. I
know of three such myself, men with fami-
lies. I maintain that such men should bLe the
last to go. Tt wonld he a wiser policy on the
part of this State i1f an endeavour were
made to so regulate matters that those who
can best be spared shall go first and that
thiose whom we ean 1ll afford to lose should
be the last to go. Men with responsibilities
of family stiould, in my opinion, remain here
for the present and be used only later on
wlhen a supreme effort is necessary to ter-
minate the war degisively in our favour. The
next item in the Governor’s Speech to which
1 desire to refer is the question of finance.
This 1s a question which will undoubtedly
demand the earnest consideration of
the new National Government. T may here
remark that I have the honour of being the
first representative of the National move-
ment elected to this Chamber. T believe that
with the present Government this important
question will receive very careful considera-
tion, and that the Government will refrain
from that over indulgence in expenditure
which we have witnessed in  reeent
vears. J should like to see an effort
made—and I believe it would be re-
ceived sympathetically by the country
—for the improvement of the pro-
ductiveness of our primary industries which
produce the commodities which the world re-
quires. The encouragement of our second-
arv industries too would undoubtedly help
towards relieving the Empire's present ex-
treme pressure. Then again, there is neces-
sity for economy in many ways. 1 do not
know that reduction of expenditure is al-

ways the wisest form of economy. In my
observations through life I have realised
that one cannot accomplish a desired end by
that means only, and that it 1s more desir-
able to offer a greater incentive to work, I
believe that if our people worked harder and
determinedly, that would be the best method
of furthering the production so necessary in
order to relieve the pressure of taxation.
Every man, and I might add every woman,
should resolve to work harder, and if our
community adopted that conrse it 1s surpris-
ing what results can be achieved—let there
be no idlers. Avenues for ‘energebic em-
ployment should be opened up to every one
of our workers. There must he no slowing
down, which is the greatest factor ereating
the greatly increased cost of living at the
present time. It has occurred to me that
we might with advantage adopt a policy
which has been pursued in some parts of
England and has worked profitably and
pleasantly. The Government might with
advantage to the State seeure, if they do
not already possess, an area within a radius
of say ten wiles of the City. In sueh an area
there must be thousands of acres of land
suitable for cultivation in one form or
another: if not suitable for the raising
of agricultural  products, it would be
snitable for the raising of ponliry,
pigs, and so forth. This Iland should
be given to the people, made a present to
them on the condition that they made it pro-
donetive. By such means many people
could be settled on pouliry farms a mile or
two from town and the State would then
soon be in a position to save the hundreds
of thousands of pounds wbich are at present
sent out of the State for poultry, eggs, dairy
produce, ete. T do not mean that these
people should necessarily live on the land,
but that instead of the people going in their
thousands bathing and tripping here and
there, men might take their wives and fami-
lies to indulge in healthy outdoor oceupa-
tion. LUnder such a scheme we should in a
very few months have more eggs and poul-
trv than would be required for eonsumption
within the State.  That is one direction in
which produetiveness might be inecreased.
The great question of irrigation as it affects
the north-western part of the State is ome
which demands attention. Millions upon



6 {COUNCIL.]

millions of gallons of water flow to waste
annually, and I am perfectly satisied that,
with scientific aid, all that water counld be
conserved, and it eould be used to assist in
the profitable production of many things.
We hear a great deal ahout the high cost
of living in this part of the State. Why, in
the North-West one could live for nothing,
or almost nothing, On the oceasion of a
recent visit, within gunshot of where we
camped one evening, we were able to get
everything that we required for a delectable
breakfast. We bad kangaroo tail soup, fillet
of turkey and beans, and if we had been so
inclined, we eould also have feasted on the
wild oats that the blacks live on, and we
could have busied ourselves hy making our
own damper.
they have no idea of the possibilities of the
greal North-West. If T were an idle man,
this City would not hold me for five minutes;
the North-West would attract me and hold
me. It is a most beantiful part of the State,
and is only waiting for man to develop it.
I had the privilege of meeting and convers-
ing with many people in that part of the
State, people who are following the voeation
of mining, I am an old mining man myself.
I spent many years in the mininz eentres of
Victoriz and Broken Hill, and I listened
sympathetically fo everything that was told
to me. My atlention was drawn {o vast au-
riferous areas, which took many days to go
through. One could not but be astonished
at the immense possibihities of that great
country, I was informed by a number of
people that it was utterly impossible to keep
the natives at work in the North-West, he-
ecanse they preferred fo go out with bags
and colleet minerals and dispose of them fo
such an extent as to satisfy their immediate
wants. In the course of eonversation with
miners and influential men whom I met in
the different centres, it was pointed out to
me that it would be a great advantage if
prospectors did not have to await a fall of
rain before being able to carry on their op-
erations. There is a great scarcity of water
in the North-West. True, there are tanks
and wells along the tracks, but the water
confained in them is for consumption by
stock and, moreover, this water supply is not
in the mineral areas. It was pointed out lLo
me that it would be of immense henefit if

I assure hon. members that”

the Government could see their way to sink
wells and provide for a water supply in
these highly auriferous bhelts. Many hun-
dreds of people who are now denied the
opportunily of making use of that vast ter-
ritory would oceupy it and render it produe-
tive. There is another matter that I would
like to comment on, and it is one which is
always with us—the liquor question. In my
movements around the world I always like to
draw reasonable comparisons on the gques-
fion of temperance among the people. I
can assure hon. members that both in
America and on the Continent—of course
I am speaking of the period before the war
—1 never saw any sign of harmfnl effect on
the constitution of the people through over-
indulgence in liquor. But when I returned
to England and to Australia, it was pitiful
and hurtful to behold at our very doors what
the exeessive consumption of alcohol meant.
I believe that this menace could be consid-
erably modified. Our laws, from what I
know of them, compel an hotel-keeper to
sell grog at a certain standard, a standard
whieh will almost knock an elephant over.
An  mnfortunate man, after a tedious
day’s work, will go to amn hotel and
ask for a pint of beer. There should not be
an evil influence in a pint or even two,
which would merely satisfy a modest thirst;
the evil influence lies in the strength of the
liquor. This, I mantain should be consider-
ably reduced. I would redmce the strength
50 per cent, and if that did not prove
enough, then by 75 per cent., and I would
go so far as not to provide for a penalty if
the publican merely sold water. On the Con-
tinent the strength of ligquor is materially
reduced, and at the cafés and beer gardens
there are to he seen whole families remain-
ing for hours refreshing themselves without
any evil result following. These people
may be happy and contended, but one never
sees them intoxicated. Here in our midst
we find intoxication at our very doors,
Therefore, let ns reduce the strength of
aleohol and in this way in a great measure
overecome the evil. Yet one other matter to
which T desire to refer, and T shall bring
my remarks to a close. The other day, I
attended a meeting of those British boys
who were sent out to Western Australia,
and who are established under wise control



[19 Jury, 1917.] 7

at Pinjarra. I e¢ould not but be strack by
the worthy nature of the mission the auth-
orities in charge of these lads were engaged
in, and it occurred to me that we could do
likewise for many of our boys and even
girls. L might be possible for neighbours
to devote aitention to many of our children,
and we might encourage the development of
a gencrous feeling towards the young. For
instance, there should not be such a thing as
sickness in the house without the neighbours
knowing of it and doing something towards
alleviating it. I knew of a case of sickness
in a house in which no one seemed to be in-
terested. This kind of thing oceurs fre.
quently, and there seems to be no one to be
made aware of it or even to care. But if
a person has the misfortune to lose a dog,
then the survounding community Inquires
about it and offers sympathy, T think that
kindly and charitably disposed ladies could
do very good work in this direction by ex-
tending towards sufferers the hand of good
fellowship. A more generons intercourse
amongsl neighbours is what 1 would advo-
cate, and by little acts of kindness many
sufferines and much distress would be re-
lieved, and perhaps the health of many re-
stored. Iriendship and advice do not eost
anything, and when they are freely and gen-
erously given are appreeciated all the more.
I thank hon. members for the patience with
which they have lisiened to my maiden
effort, and will conclude by moving the fol-
lowing Address-in-reply to the Speech of
His Excellency the Governor:—

May it please your Ezcellency, we, the
Legisiative Council of the Parliament of
the State of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our loy-
alty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and
to thank your Excellency for the Speech
you have been pleased to address to Par-
liament.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East)
[3.55]: T desire o second the mofion.

On motion by Hon. C. Sommers debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.56.

Legislative Hsesembly,
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.
The l.egislative Assembly met at noon,
pursuant to proclamation by His FExeellency

the Governor, whick proclamation was read
by the Clerk (Mr. A. R. Grant).

RESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER.
The Clerk (Mr. A. R. Grant): It is my
duty to announce that a vacancy has gecur-
red in Lhe office of Speaker during the recess
throngh the resignation of the Hon. James
Gardiner, and with the permission of hon.
members T will read the letter he handed
tlo me on aceepting the office of Colonial
Treasurer :—
Perth, 28th June, 1917.
Dear Mr. Grani—Having aceepted the
office of Colonial Treasurer, I hereby ten-
der my resignation as Speaker of the
House of Assembly. In doing so I may
be permitted to acknowledge the kindly
courtesy which was 5o generously ex-
tended to me by the leaders and the
members of the House, and also to
acknowledge my appreciation of the help
of yourself and Mr. Steere, These kind-
nesses tinge with sincere regret my resig-
nation. Yours faithfully, James Gardiner.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [12.5], addressing the Clerk, said:
1 have much pleasure in moving—

That Mr. Taylor do take the Chair of
this House as Speaker.



