|23

Ferth scheme is atmost eompleted, it would he
in the best interests of the State to munici-
palise the tramways, the ferries, and sewerage.
By bringing these concerns nnder local gov-
ernment control, the taxpayer would benefit
considerably und it woulil be pessible to locate
the losses. The municipality would he able to
borrow more money on the tramways than the
Government can o at the present time, and
the result would be more extensions and gen-
erally a better service, The same applies to
the ferries and the sewerage system.  With
reference to Parlinmentary  hours, |
hope that the Government will consider
the advisableness of  begiuning  the
afternoon  sitting at 3 o’'clock and on
one duy a week, preferably Thursday,
starting tha sitting at 0 o’eclock in the moru-
ing. The constitwents of the State have sent
bon. members to represent themm here at the
present time more seriously than has ever been
done in connection with any other Parliament.
We have heen Sent here to cndeavour to
straighten out the finances, and if we are to
attempt to do that, we must come here willing
to work and to do our duty in longer Perioﬂs
than the Government have arranged for us.
Morveover, it is unfair to ask country
members to come up as has been done
this week, to attend to the work of
Parlinment for only two afternoons and
two evenings, It would be decidedly
preferable in the interests of better dehating
if we were to sit in the afternoons and early
in the evening rather than into the late hours
of the aighi and the early hours of the morn-
ing. T sineerely trust that the Government
will pauy some attention te the supgestions T
have made with regard to returned soldiers
and that the measnres which will be submitted
will be in the dircetion of giving te these men
that help to which they are entitled and alse
in the direction of altering the chantic state
of the finances.

My, PILKINGTON (Perth) |6.10]: As the
last speaker has observed, this Parliament
has been sent back in the hope that it will
Le able to do samething towards straighten:
ing out the finances of the State. 1t appears
to mo thal in the present condition of affairs,
there is one matter paramount above all
nthers whieh it is the duty of the Govern-
ment and this Parliament to deal with; I
maean that of the State'’s finances, A very
fow figures with whieh perhaps hen. mem-
bhers are familiar, are sufficient to show both
the condition of the finances and the propos-
als which, up to date, the Government have
made for the purpose of meeting the present
diflicultios. Stating those figures very shortly,
they are as follows: —The deficit for the last
finaneial year was E700,000, The deficit for
the eurrent finaneia!l year in the ahsenre of
any remedial measures, is estimated by the
Freasurer at £1,057.0000  Tf one wishes tn
test the value of that estimate by rhe events
of the last six months, ene can ecasily do so.
The Treasurer estimated the deficit for the
first five months of the current finaneial vear
af the sum of £400.000. TIn faet the defeit
for that period was £494.000, execeding the
estimate by nearly £100009.  On the other
hand, ns has been mentioned bhefore this
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afternoon, there was a surpins in December
of £36,000, leaving a deficit for the whole of
the half yvear just ended of £457,000, indi-
cating, | think, that the Treasurcer’s esti-
mate was fairly aceurate and that in the ab-
sence of remedial mecasures, the defieit for
the present financial year may be expected
to be £1,037000 as estimated. The import-
ance of these figures is this—it is an increase
in the annual defieit of 50 per cent. in the
absence of remedial mensures. [t means that
in the absence of remedial measures the
annual deficit jumps from £2 to £3: that is
for every £2 of the defieit last year, there
is £3 this yvear, T have not the faintest
nntion of what the inerease may be next
year, but that we may expect an increase, ani
u lnrge increase, is beyond doubt.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.3v p.m.

Mr. PILKINGTON: Before tea T was
pointing out the enormous increase in the an-
nual deficit hetween last year and the present
financial year, an intreage amounting to 50
per cent. 1 would ask the attention of hon.
members to another view of the finances.
The total deficit on the 31st Dacember, 1917,
amounted to the sum of £2518,000. Tf hon.
members will refer to the last issue of the
Loan Aceount, the last isswe which T have
seen, it will be noticed that the total amount
which is shown us due from the Treasurer is
the sum of £1,822.000, That has, T take it,
been ull spent and is part of the deficit with
which we are now faced. The whole of the
loan money was spent and it beeame neces-
gary to draw upon another necount, and the
cxpenditure of trust moneys then  began.
The trust monevs spent amounted to £G95.-
000, making the total of £2,518,000. These
figures are signifieant and canse us to look
with some unxiely to the remedics which the
Government have wp to date proposed. Tt
may he the Government have remedies which
it is proposed to pnt forward and of which we
know nothing, but T am speaking of the
remeilies which the Government have up to
date made public, Those remedies were
stuted in the poliev speeeh of the Premier
and were as follows:—Tn the first place the
Govermment propose the suspension of the
sinking fund. which will give them a sum of
£300,000 per annum, Next thev propose that
there shall he certain economies  cffected
which they cstimate at a sum of £100,000
per annum. Next, certain taxation was sug-
gested, an increased anmnal  income  tax
which would give another £160.000. Then
there was to he an inercased Aividend dutv
tax which would give £27.0n0, and an in-
erense in the stamp duties and shipping.
and insnrnuce  company taxation, whieh
was  to give £25000 per annum, and a
tax on what was called the sporting commun-
ity. whirh was estimated to return £28,000;
making a total of €640,000 by these remedial
measures. Rut we were tol] at the game time
that these remedinl measures would only he
applicable to half the vear. Therefore, they
wonld onlv get ome-half that sum to set
against the Jlefirit of this vear, namely,
£320,000, of which £150,000 is represented hy
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suspension of the sinking fund.  The total
remedies which the Government propose te in-
troduce by taxation and economies. give a total
of £170,000 prer annum to set against, as stated
in the policy speech, the deficit of the current
financial year. But hon. members will observe
that of that 170000 a sum of £30000 was
to be obtained Ly an increase in the income
tax, and T confess T have long wished to
understand how an inerease in the ineome tax,
whirh would fall on the incomes earncd in
the current financial year, is to be set against
the defirit of the =ame vear, That income
tax will not be collected until the next finan-
cial year und will, therefore, not he available
to sct against the deficit of the present finan-
cial vear. The same remark applies to the
inecrcase in the dividend duty tax. That in-
¢rease in the dividend doty tax js the sum of
£12,500, making a total of £93,500, which will
not be available, and T think the same remark
may apply ta the £25.000 in so far as it is
to be raised hy shipping and insurance taxa-
tion charges. Roughly, sav, £100,000 out of
the £170,000 will not bhe available for the
present financial year, which leaves us in the
position thot the Government’s remedial pro-
posals, putting aside the auspension of the
sinking fund, will give ws a sum of £70,000
to ret against av expected defieit of £1,057,000,
and I venture to say those fignres show that
the Government's proposals are uiterly and
hopelessly inndeqnate to deal with the position.
Let me just poeint out what that means. Tn
the figures which T have given we are going
back, according to the estimate of the Colonial
Treasurer, and T have mo doubt he is right,
at the rale of E3,000 a dav, while with the
remedial measures suggested by the Govern-
ment, putting aside the suspension of the sink-
ing fend for the moment, we arec going to
sel agninst the £3,000 a day roughly £200 a
day. Throw in the whole of the sinking fund
and yon get £600 a day. Those fignres will
be, of course, increased next vear becanse
there wilt be the full figures available, but
at the same time it is to he expected there
will be an inerease in the annnal deficit. There
is one obsérvation T shonld like to make in
regard to the fipures [ have referred to and
it is this: it is a remarkable fact that all the
proposed remedies anpear to emanate from the
Celonial ‘Treasurer.  There does not appear
to he any suggestion from any other source.
Someone just now interjected what was 1 going
to do about it. Rut it is the duaty of the Cov-
ernment to find out what has to be done, and
if they find out that thev are absolntely in-
capable of dealing with the matter it is for
them to sav so.

Hon. R. 1. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Tt is the dutv of the Govermmoent critics
too,

Mr. PILKIXNGTON: The nosition, as T
understand it of a Government eritic, iz that
he is entitled fo eritieise fairlv and sincerely
and henestly, and that 1= what T am endeavoar-
ing to do, hut T sav this, the Government
should remember that those who stand outside
the Government have not the same opportonity
nf knowing the facts which the Goversment
know. The Government know the facts and
the figures, which we do not. Tt is impossihle
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for me, if | was fhe hest skilled business man
in railway matters, to say what should he
done in regaril to the railways, but the Gov-
ernment have the opportunity of ascertaining
the whole of the facts, and it is impossible
for anvone outside the Government to point

ont a8 a cortminty  what  the  figures
and  faets  are.  Anyone  outside  van
only auggent general principles,  and

as 1 eriticise bonestly, fairly amdl sincerely,
| expect the Government to listen and ans-
wer me in the same homnest  and  sincere
spirit, 1 mentioned just now that on~ of
the Government remedies was the suspension
of the sinking fund. I am not prepared to
say the time may not arrive in a State such
as this when the suspension of the sinsing
fund is justifiable, but T say this, the sus-
pension of the sinking fund is pro tanin a
repudiation of our obligations and no sus-
pension of the sinking fund can be justified
tinless accompaiied by ecoucniies and gooil
adminigtration, showing that the Govern-
ment has a reasonable chance and expeeta-
tion of meeting the serious difficulties that
we are in to tide over them. During the lasi
genernl olection 1 refererd to the education
vote and I refer to it agaiv. The estimate
of the education vote for the present year
iz, | wnderstand—I take the tigures from
the policy speech of the Promier—a sum of
£375,000, including the University vote, It
is the largest sum that has ever bheen voted
for cducation in any one year in Western
Australin. T spoke of that matter during the
general elevtion eampaign, and 1 wish to
make e¢lear the position 1 toolk up then, and
which T take up now, T am not concerned
with any question as to the efficiency
of the FHdueation Department, ! am not
concerncd at the moment with any ques-
tion as to whether there i3 waste or
extravagance. What I am concerned with is
this: we have an enormous deficit, inereasing
by leaps and bounds, and this edueation vote
is higger than cver befere. Tt is a vote
which any outsider knows ean be cut down,
and if the Government and Parliament say
it shall he cut down, it ean bhe cut down.

Hon. R, H. Underwoed {Honorary Minis-
ter): In what particnlar instance!?

Mr. PILKINGTON: The hon. member asks
me te make suggestions.  They can only he
made by any person in the position of the
Government, [T the Government wish 1o
eut down_ their first doty wonld e to got
togather the heads of the depactments and
find ont how it is best 1o ent down, Tt i
noi for me to de that. T eannot de il
What I do say is that that vote ean he eut
down, and the State will continue doing its
husiness. Tf the affairs of the State cannot
he put in order without cutting down that
vote, it should be cut down as a mere matter
of good business and honesty.

Mr. Thomson: Tn what way!?

Alr. Griffiths: The way you suggested was
to starve the minds of the children,

Mr. PILKINGTON: T never advorated
anything of the sort in my life, I do not
pretend to know enough about the Educa-
tion Department to say what should he cut
out amd what should not. T have not the
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nevessary  knowledge, and L1 think neo bon.
member has it. Any member who set out to
cut dewn that vote would first have to get
the necessary information from the permanent
otHvials in charge of the department.

lHon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Start on the University.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am indifferent ns
to where you start, but T say we are spend-
ine on edneiation a sum which we are not
justified in spending. Every penny saved
from the education vote would go to reduce
the amount ol trust funds which we are
spending at present.  Those who say [ am
derivous of starving the brains of the ehil-
dren will perhaps tell me themselves if |
am right in my coatention that it is neces-
sary to ent down expenses. i we do not cut
down somewhere we shall he in serious trou-
ble at an early date. I will ask those who
say the vote cannot he cut down hecausc
the children would starve, what they pro-
pose to do when the State is not in a posi-
tion to payv its interest bill?

Mr. Jones: Why not resort to taxation?

Mr., PILKINGTON: If the hon. member
will snggest any reasonable form of faxation
which can be imposed at the present juncture
I feel certain the (rovermment will be pre-
pared to accept it. According to the Consti-
tution under which we live T find it execed-
inglv difficult to discover any fresh available
nveuue of taxatiou,

Ar. Jones: Unimproved land values.

Mr. PILWINGTON: When the hon. mem-
ber shows to what extent an unimproved
Iand values tax will mect the present posi-
tiopn 1 =hali be glad ko hear him,

How. P. Collier: The ‘*West Australian’’
exphitned it the other day.

"Mr. PILEINXGTON: Not how by such a
tax we are to meet the present difficulties.

Mr. Holman: It would all help.

Mr. PILKINGTON: That is precisely the
point of view [ should like hon. members to
note. \When we shall have worked out the
amount of taxation we can expect to get,
wp shall see what sort of deficit is to be
exjected next year, antd see whether the fax-
atem is snflicient,. Unless évery  possible
source of saving is made use of, this deficit
will mot be stopped. 1 am ool attacking
the Lducation Department. Let ns asanme
that it is the finest in the world, and T still
say we have not the money to spend on it
Tt we do not cut it down T fail to sec how
it i« passible for the deficit to be met.

Mr. Thomson: By hew mueh do vou sug-
e+l it should be eut down?

Mr. PILKINGTOXN; Apgain I say it is im-
possible for an outsider tn determine that
withaut the assistance of the heads of depart-
ments. T only sav. ““flere i3 a vote which
we know can be ent down.’’ It may be that
it should be ent down to the basis of redue-
imr it ta cover only primary schools. Tn
order to find a satisfactory scheme of redue-
tion a great many matters will have to be
gonw into which T do net know anything
ahout.

Mr. Lambert: You would propose making
edurntion a close preserve.

Lz}

Mr. PILKIXGTOX: [ have no intention of
doing so. My whole desire is this: if the edu-
cation vote can be maintained and if we can
at the same time meet the deficit, I do not
ask that a penny of the educntion vote be
taken. [ only say that if we cannot meet the
deficit without taking a part of this vote, we
shall have to (o it to ecarry through. If my
contention is correct it will follow that some
day we shall not have money for education or
anything else. 1 would preserve some portion
of the education vote to go on continuously,
whereas I fancy some hon. members would
say, ‘*Keep it at the full strength at present,®’
and when they found themseives, a few years
hence, without funds they would then let it
all go.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
ments.

Mr., PILKINGTON: I de noi think there
are any departments at all which ought not to
occupy our attention. For instance, let ns
turn to the Railway Department. I am pot
able to say that in the Railway Department it
is possible to make large e:onomies or re-
trenchments. 1 suspect it is, but L zm not
able to say that it can be Jouwe, us [ can say
in the case of the Education Department. But
the position of the Railways to-day is this:
there is a loss expected Jduring the present
finandial year o a sum approaching £400,000.
The Railways are the largest receiving and
spending department which the Government
have to deal with. ‘I'b¢ problem which is pre-
presented by the Railways to-day is the most
serions problem that any individual Minister
has to deal with, and the sincerity of a Cov-
ernment can he judged to some extent by the
manner in which tliey deal with that depart-
ment. I ask the House does it indicate that
the Government are seized of the importance
of that problem and its difficulties, are seized
of the importanee of the qrestion to the
country, when they select to be Minister for
Railways the hoen. wmember for Yilgarn (Hon.
C. A. Hudson). Agpainst the moember for Yil-
garn T have not one word to say. FHe is a
reputable member of an heonourable profes-
sion to which I myself belong. but T do say
that it is ridiculous to snggest that the mem-
ber for Yilpurn was the best person that the
Government could find to undertake the prob-
lem which fares the Minister for Railways,
[t is ne refloction on the member for Yilgarn
to say so. The same might be said of myself
if T held the same position. But T Jdo say
that the sincerity of the Government can be
judged by that appointment of Minister for
Railways to faee thia problem. T ask hon.
members can it be said that in the appoint-
ment of the member for Yilgarn the Govern-
ment were actuated solely by the motive of
finding a person who was most capable of
dealing with this. the greatest problem which
has to he dealt with by any individual Minis-
ter> T think, to that question there is but
one answer. Tndeed, if the Ministry were
seriously dealing with this question, one would
expect that the Minister for Railways, whoever
he might be, would hr recognised to have in
that position suffirient to ocenpy the attention
of one man. Tf the member for Yilgurn were
the most capable man in Austraba for the

There are other depart-
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position of Minister of Railways, then L ven-
ture to say it would be absurd to burden him
with the turther duties of Minister for Mines.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You must remember
thut the Railways are under a special Act.

Myr. PILKINGTON: That is perfectly
trve, but what | am putting forward
is that the problem which has to be
dealt with by the Minister for Railways
is the biggest problem that any indi-
vidual Minister in the present Government
is faced with, and | submit to the House that
the manver in which that matter has heen
dealt with ig not in accordance with the best
interests of the State, and does not show a de-
sire to deal with the matter in the best in-
terests of the State. I say, in fact, the ap-
pointment was actuated by party considera-
tious. When | say party considerations, I
should like to let members understand that I
do not speak of party as a thing which is in
itself evil; for when party means that there
is an association together of men for politieal
purposes, men who are bound together by an
honest and sincere political faith, then party
is a1 good thing, However, the appointment of
the member for Yilgarn was not based upon
any consideration of any political faith.

Mr. Green: Are there not other Ministers
who might be open to criticism as well?

Mr. PILKINTON: There is no question
about that. I have not selected the member
for Yilgarn for criticism for any personal
reason. | happen to have eviticised him be-
cause he is put in charge of this, the greatest
receiving and spending department of the Gov-
ernment, and because it appears to me that
praper care in the muking of sueh appoint-
ment was not exereised. That is the only
reason why | have sclected that Minister,

Hon. P, Collier: It was as bad, if not worse,
to put the important Department of Agricul-
ture under an Honorary Minister.

Mr. PILKINGTON: T must be allowed to
point out that if T were to criticise the Cov-
ernment in detail I might detain hon, mem-
bers a great deal longer than hon. members
would like to be detained. T may say T am
attempting to confine myself to those matters
which concern the finances of the State, or
are closely connected therewith; wmany mat-
ters to which 1 should otherwise refer T pro-
pose to pass over in silence. The next point T
would consider has heen already referred to
this evening, namely, that of State enterprises.
T refer to it in this conneetion: T am desirous
of knowing what is the peliey of the Govern-
ment  in eonnection with State enterprises.
The matter is one which in my view at any
rate is of very pgreat importance. T am not
attacking State cnterprises, and never have
done so, on the ground that they do not pay—
the majority of them [ believe do not pay—
that is not the importance of the matter. The
reason, [ believe, why the majority of persons,
who have a strong opinion on the matter, dis-
approve of State enterprigses is this: we be-
lieve that the prosperity of a ecountry neces-
sarily depends mpon the suecess of private in-
dividuals in business, and we also believe that
wlen a State engages in husginess in competi-
tion with private individnala private enterprise
is then choked. Tn other words, State enter-
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prise when jn competition with private enter-
jrrise tends to choke the prosperity of a coun-
try. ‘That, put very shortly, is the political
belief which 1 hold, and whjeh T think mosi
lion. members helieve is sincere and which they
sec the reasom of. No doubt T shall be told
that | awm raising here a controversinl ques-
tion. 'I'e answer is that a controversial ques:
tion is not heing raised by me; it is here. It
is raised by the facts themselves.  Here are
State trading concerns in being, and the pub-
lic and this House are entitled, T think, to
know fram the Government what their policy
is with regard to them, one way or the other.
Ts it their polley to maintain these enterpriges,
or to get rid of them?

Mr. O’Loghlen: To maintain them.

Mr, PILKINGTON: T do not know whether
the hon, member is right or wrong. Not long
ago I introduced a deputadton to the Premier,
and the members of that deputation were de-
sirons of knowing what the policy of the Gov-
crnment was. ‘The Premier gave us a very
long answer, and was followed by the Minister
for Works, and we went away without knowing
what the pelicy was., T am not eriticising the
Premier for his answer on that oceasion, be:
cause | do not know whether the Attorney
General had told himm what the poliey of the
Government was, If he had not done so, the
Premier, of course, would not know. TUnder
these circmmstances, the diffienlty in which the
Premier was placed is obvious.

The Minister for Works: You are entirely
wrong there.

Mr. PILRKTNGTOXN: The Minister for
Works told vs that lhe was very strongly
against State enterprises, but that he was

going to carry them on. The Premier told us
that he was always against State enterprises,
and that he always would be against them,
that we ali knew what his views were, but still
‘fat the same time,’’ he said, in effect, ‘‘ State
enterprises are going to he earried on.”’ We
were told that whatever the policy of the Gov-
ernment was and whatever the Government
thought—hut what they thought they would
not tell us—they were going to carry on these
State enterurises exaetly in the same way as
if hon. members opposite were in charge of
them.

Hon, R, 11, Underwoosl (Honorary Minis-
ter): Quite right.

Alr. PILKINGTONXN: What we are entitled
to know is, what is the policy of the Govern-
ment? Are the Government in favour of the
State cnterprises or not? T can quite under.
stand the Government saying, ‘* We cannot put
an end to them at the woment,’’ hut is it
their policy to get rif of them or is it not?

The Premier; Now we are coming to it

Mr. PTLRINGTON: The Premier may like
to say to one section of his supporters that it
is the policy of the Government to carry on,
and to another section that it is not their
policy to do so, but the Government should
have some definite policy wpon a matter which
is here in our midst. Let them say either that
thev are in favour of State enterprises or
againgt them., This House and the public are
entitled to have an apswer to that question,

Hon. P. Collier: Ts it their poliey to sit
upon the fenre?
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Mr. PILKINGTON: That is apparently
what they are trying to do in this matter, and
L am afraid it is estremely uncomfortable for
them.

Mr. Lambert: And you are not likely to
imake it any wmore comfortable for them.

Mr. PILKIXGTOX: L was merely endea-
vouring to afford them a little assistance in
the mutter. There are many questions upon
which I should like to have touched, but do
not propose to speak upon them ut this june-
tore becauwse they do not immediately con-
cern the State’s finances, 1 have io mind,
however, such a matter as the curioux de-
velopment of an elective Ministry.

Mr. Mullany: If you were in power, woulld
you get rid of State enterprises at once?

Mr. PILKINGTON: If T had my way, [
would tell the public that my policy was to
get rid of them at the earliest possible op-
portunity. Of course, I would not throw
them away,

The Minister for Works: That is what you
were told by myself.

Mr. PILKINGTON: T am very giad that
the Minister for Works has now explained
what he had intended te say, but did not =ay.
If he will look at the aeccount of the infer-
view, he will find that he did not say this
at all. [f it is the poliey of the Government,
ag a Government, to get rid of the State en-
terprises at the earliest possible date, T am
glad to hear it, and trust that they will show
that they mean to do this by bringing in a
Lill, which T think will be necessary, to en-
uble them to disposc of them.

Member: Would voun dispose of the Gav.
ernment railways?

Mr. PILKINGTON: 1@ is truc that the
railwayvs formm a part of the Stute eoterprises,
but when T speak of Stite Lrading concerns
or State enterprises I refer to those concerns
whiceh are in ¢ompetition with private enfkor-

prises.

Mr. Munsie: The Midland Railway is a
private enterprise.

Mr, PILKINGTON: There is one other

matter to which T wish to refer, but which is
connected comparatively remotely with the
finanees of this State, and that iz a matter
which was debated in the MHouse when the
Wheat Marketing Bill was before us some
few weeks agn, This is a matter upon which
I appeal to the Government to speak with a
little more candour. T may have misappre-
hended what took paece, and what T read in
““Hansard.”” The Minister for Works telld
me that T entirely misapprehended what he
said the other day. At all events, the same
misapprehension under which T have suf-
fered was in the minds of others who were
present, with the exception of the Premicr
who has not vet tohl me what he thought of
it. The question to which T wish o refer
is that of the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.
There was a propesition put forward hy hon.
members opposite whieh appeared to me to he
a very reasonable one. They said, ‘*Wa
want to know how it was that the zone svs-
tem, which the (rovernment had intended to
recognise or to adopt, or had econtemplated
adopting, was abandoned.’’ Tt was, in faet,
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abandoned and the resnlt was that the Wes-
traliun Farmners, Ltd., got the whole job.

Hon. }*. Collier: We huve had no explapa-
tion us to that yet.

Mr. PILKINGTOXN: My impression is that
this Honse has had no explanation vet, but
T am perfectiv satisfied that there is a sound,
simple, aml good explanation available.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: The members of the
Country party know.

Mr. PILRINGTON: The explanation
which was given by the Premier, who got
pp to expliain, was that he had never given
any undertaking that there should be a zonc
svstem., No one ever said he had done so;
that wasg not the point. The peoint was, why
was the zone system givem up? 1t had
never bheen entirely adopted, but ¢learly had
Leen contemplated. [t was, however, given
up, and one company got the lot. I confess
after all that has been said in the House, that
if the man in the street goes away thinking
that there is something odd about it, he is
justified in the attitude he adopts. When
I gpeak of the man in the street, T mean tha
general pablie, who have not had the advan-
tage of hearing a private explanation be-
tween closed doors. The general public must
be wondering what the explanation is. 1 be-
lieve the explawation to be an  extremely
stiaple one. and T trust I am right. 1 repeat,
the zone sysiem was contemplated. The
Government considered, whether on repre-
sentation or not I Jdo not know, that as the
Westralian Farmers, Litd.,, was a farmers co-
operative company, it was a fair thing that
the farmers should have an opportunity of
dealing with their own company, and conse-
queatly the Government said, ‘‘All right, we
will not have the zone system. You ecan have
the whele country, and the farmers can deal
with fthe Westralian Facmers, Ltd., or the
other firms.”” The other firms then said,
““We will not vome in.’’ Tf that is the ex-
planation, whieh T have gathered from vari
ous sonrees, thea there is nothing wrong in
what has heen done except that the Govern-
ment have surrounded the matter with a veil
of mystery, for what reason T do not Know.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: They could not go
to another agent. They were compelled un-
der the Ae¢t to go to the agent who was ap-
pointed.

Mr. PILKINGTON: The difference was
this, that if the zone svstem was done awav
with and the whole of the country thrawn
open to the agents, then the farmers would
be able to deal with their own company, the
co-operative company.

Mr. Maley: Who suggested the zone svs-
tem? '

Mr. PTLKTNGTON: T do not know. and
that paint Aoes not matter. The point that
requires explanation, and upen which mem-
hers opposite were asking for an explanation.
was that the zone system had been contem-
plated and was then thrown up. What was
the reason? That question was not ans-
werad

Mr. Lambert: Do you attach any politieal
signifirance to the matter?

Mr. PILKTNGTON: No. T believe the
thing to have heen honest, straight-forward
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and right, but I do complain that the Gov-
ernment threw a veil of mystery over it. [
feel keenly ahout the matter, although I am
not i Country party man or a Farmers and
Settlers”™ Association man. 1 do, however,
firmly believe that this eo-operative move-
ment in Western  Australia  amongst the
farmers is a sound one. 1t is in fact a
sound form of private enterprise, and if the
Guovernment would only keep their noses ont
of it the thing will be a success, as it has
been n suceess elsewhere. 1f the Govern-
went put their noses into it, it will not be
a success. If the Westralian Parmers, Ltd,,
have been or are at any time unfairly fav-
oured by the Government, that will he the
cud of the co-operative movement. That
piovenient will  be damued for ever, and
rightly so. What I have said about the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,, is this, that I he-
licve that the transaction between them and
the Government was a  perfectly straight-
forward, proper and right ome. T eannot
put the position plainer than that. I be-
lieve that the only thing that was wrong
wias that the Gevernment allowed the tran-
saction to be surrounded by mystery, and
they have uot given a c¢lear explanation of
the surrounding facts. [ am not suggesting
that there was anything wrong, On the con-
trary, T have suggested that everything was
right. What | say is that if any Govern-
ment try unfairly to assist any of these co-
operative concerns, the concern must prove
a failure; that if this co-operative movement
elies upon the Government, sceks to he bols-
tered up with Government funds, it will
fail. I helieve in the eo-operative move-
ment g0 long, and so long only, as it remains
a private enterprise, working out its own
salvation. T have heen endeavouring to ex-
plain why it is most important that the Gov-
erpment  shonld not  present proper  aetions
in such a mysterious manuer as to make
thoze actions look wrong. The co-operative
movement will rdepend for its suceess entirely
on waorking ouf ity own =alvation.

The Minister for Works: T say the action
of {he Government has been straightforwanl
and above haard.

Mr, PILEKINGTOXN: 1 am afraid that the
Minister for Works, having been misunder-
stood by me, now seeks to get level by mis-
nnderstanding me.  'T'here are certain mat-
ters upon which I should like to understand
the position of the Government. 1 Thave
toucrhed upon those matters, and they amount
shortly to these: Do the Government recog-
nise that the present rate of inercase of the
annual deficit, if not checked, must land the
State in finaneial disaster? Do the Govern:
ment recognise that the proposals se  far
made by them to ehoek sneh inerease, are
inadequate? Tf the Government do neot re-
cognige that their proposals are inadequate,
will -the Government give the figures and
estimates showing how such proposals are
adequate? Do the Government believe they
ecan pnt the finances of the State on a
sound hasis? Tf so, will the Government
ptate how they propose to do so, giving fig-
ures and estimates showing the cxpected re-
sults? Have the Government formulated
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any scheme for dealing with the preseant
financial condition of the Railway Depart-
ment? If so, what iz it? Ate the Govern-
ment in favoeur of maintaining the State
trading concerns or not? [f the Government
do not know the answer to this Iast ques-
tion, will the Government say so?

Mr. Munsie: The Premier ought to ask
yuu to give notice of those questions.

Hon. P. Collier: They are very pertinent,
anyhow,

My, PILKINGTON: The Government have
plenty of time in which to find the answers;
and, if they give satisfactory answers to
thesc questions, I shall be the most pleased
man in this House., I should like to con-
clude by saying that if the Government will
tackle the question of the finances vigor-
ously, they will find no firmer or more loyal
supporter in this Tlouse than myeelf, but
that if they refuse to do so—and I confrss
that up to the present, with the exception,
perbaps, of the Colonial Trensurer, they do
not appear te me to have done so—J am
bonnd to be their opponent in this House.
Tor to me it is plain that any Government
wlho, in the present erisis, sit in office and
dv not resolutely and purpesefully deal with
the financial question, are in office for tue
benefit of themselves and net in the inter-
ests of the State.

Mr. HARRISON (Aven) [3.20]: I am very
pleased that members of this House have made
an attempt to carry on the husiness of the
Stute by means of a National Government. Tt
is not the followers of the National Govern-
ment who are at fanlt—if anvone is at fault—
that the best men in this House are mot on
the Treasury bench or in the Cabinet. By
the expedient of an eleetive Ministry, mem-
hers an the Opposition side ag well as membars
on this side bad the opportunity of entrusting
Ministerial portfolios to the wmen bost guali-
fied to prowote the intercsts of the whole of
the pcople of thiz State, Tt is a great pity,
therefore, as rcgards not only Western Aus-
tralia but alse the Commonwealth, that the
Opposition have seen fit to stand aside. Tf
ever theve was o tHime in the history of this
State and of the Commounwealth when all
parties shoull have joined hands for the up-
lifting of administration, this is the time,
during the war. TFor three vears past many
members of this House have had that as an
ohjective, and if onght tn have heen carried
inte cffeet. Let me point out that no section
of the community can reap advantape at the
expense of other sections withont the whole
community suffering. I i= not for me to-day
to plead for any particular section of our
commumnity. T werely point out that if one
of the threc great sections of Wegtern Aus-
traliag suffers, the other two are hound to suffer
also. We canuot injure the industrigl portion
of our community——say, by placing upon them
burdens greater than they can bear—without
necessarily affecting primary energy and in-
dustrial energy and commercial energy. Three
separate strands cannot possibly bear as heavy
a weight as can the same three strands if
solidly combined in a rope. And never has
this State had to carry such a weight as it
has to carry to-day. We speak of reducing
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the deficit and of the Treasurer’s duty in that
connection. But is it possible for thiz State
to meet ils current obligations while from
30,000 to 40,000 of its best and most cenergetie
citizens, wmen from 1% to 43 yenrs of age, are
away at the Front?

Hon. P. Collier: Bat an attempt can be
mmle to prevent the State from drifting.

Mr. HARRISON: To that end we want the
aild ¢f gentlewwen of the ahility of the hon.
membker who has just interjected. The hon.
member hmnd ibe opportunity, hut refused to
avidl himselt of 3t: and it is not the fault
of this side of the flouse i1f he is not on the
Treasury bench administering, 1f Western
Australin is to have the best that this tenth
Parliament ean give the people, we must he
united in our efforts. Even if the best of
our manhood were not away at the Front,
there woyld still be the difficulty of meeting
our current indebtedness, because we have not
the outlet for our national energy—we have
not the ships needed to carry the product of
our energy to the markets of the world, 1t
was not my intention to make a speech to-
pight. The learder of the Opposition declined
to make a speech. There is. however, one
specially important matier, one vitally import-
ant matter, which 1 dJesire to bring beforc
hon. members. I coulidl not move the adjourn-
ment of the House, though T believe the matter
to he of such national weight as to warrant
a motion for the adjournment in order to
permit of its discussion. I refer to the posi-
tion of the primary industries, and especially
of agriculiure, relatively to the rabbit danger.
T am not going from the sublime to the ridien-
lous. Before I sit down | shall endeavour to
make hou, memhbers realise what the rabhbit
question really means. During the last 12
manths the pest has developed to an extent
not realised even hy the farmers themselves,
I want the Government to make every farmer
with even one rabbit an hig property realise

what the danger is. not only to himself,
but to the entire indnsiry and to  the
State.  The Country party want the

Government to set to work immediately dis
tributing poison all over Western Australin
o the vermin boards nnd roads  hoards.
Every farmer shonld be made to realise how
much depends on his efforts in the first 14
days of February. During that fortnight
every farmer with a rabbit on his property
should he gngaged on the destruction of that
rabbit. We must have econcerted action,
rigzht throughout every farm and every hold-
ing fthat carries a single rabbit. To-day au
my property there are 29 rabbits where there
wnz only one last yvear. Many farmers, in
many distriets, have lost hundreds of acres
of erop. We have it that numbers of these
farmers will not he able fo continue, and
this applies even to farmers whom the Tndus-
frice Asgiglance Roard are paving 9s. per day
in arder to kecep them on their holdings.
Even such men have been compelled to leave
their properties on aeccount of the rabhits,
Between the two fences the pest is now so
serious that unless we all go to work simul-
taneonsly it cannot be checked. Some famn-
ers whao to«lay have a few rabhits an their
properties think it is a good thing, and that
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they will he able to get o few dinners off the
rabbits, und thut it will not matter. To-day
they feel secure. But in the course of a
few weeks they will lose their next season’s
crop by reason of the rabbits. The period
suitable for successful poisoning is only short,
Evers duay lost betweon sow and the mididle
of February may mean the loss of many neres
of ¢rop next vear, That is where the serious-
ness il extrewe wigeney of the matter lie. L
sugpest that the Government should within
24 hours get inta communiention with the
vitrious  farming districts and centres, and
semd out puison all over the State, 1 suggest,
turther, that the farmers he advised through
the ‘‘Government Guzette’’ that they must
during, sayv, the first 14 days of Tebruary
comply with the conditions of an Order-in-
Cooneil to be issued in this conuecction by
the Minister for Lands. Unless these gteps
are taken, we shall not get the farmers to
roalise the scriousuesa of the pogition.

Mr. Maley: What about the rabbits on
Crown lands?

Mr. HARRISON: There is no guestion that
the Crown lands ure the breeding grounds ot
the rabbits. But the rabbits congregate most
where the most sueculent feed is wubtainable,
and the most sucenlent feed is obtainable
where the farmer eultivates the Jand and
conserves the moisture. Throughout the salt
Iake distriets, around the edges of the lakes,
there is succulent feed to-day. The atten-
tion of the Gavernment should in the first in.
stance be directed to destroying the rabbits
where the suceulent fved cxists,  Attenlion
should then be directed to the Government’s
own lands right throughout the State as far
ns it ean possibly he done, There are not only
the assets of the farmers bto be considered,
but the assets of Lhe Tadustriezs Assigtance
Board, and the assets of the Agricultural
Bank; and, further, the interests of our rail-
wuy svsten dare nlso menuaced by the rabbié
pest.  1f how, memhers will go into the muatter
closely. and view it us it shoold be viewed,
they will realise the immedizte seriousness
of the position, T have risen in order to
bring the rabbit guestion before the House.
I wang the Government to take the matter in
hand seriously without waiting even 24
hours, What are we to do? Tt is up to every
one of ns, no motter where he sits in this
Tlouse, to do his level best for the State in
thig daunpger. [ do not agree with the views
expressed by the member for Perth (Mr.
Pilkington} in regard to reducing the Lduca-
tion Vpie. The oue word for Western Aus:
tralia to-day js efficiency, in whatever diree-
tion we csn attain it. The present expenditure
of the Fducation Vote may or may not he
the best expenditure in the interests of West-
ern Australia, but it is the verv last vote we
should reduce if that reduction is going tn
nifeet efficiency. The losses which have re-
sulted from those who have gone to {he front
and not returned will have to he made up hy
our hoys and girls; thev will have to ecarry
the weight of what is ahead of us. Theyv
will have to repay the whole of the military
expenditure which we have incurred, and
they will have to do not only that but they
will have to keep the wheels of industev
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moving, aud they will have to bring up the
succeeding generation, and if we are to keep
vur plage in the world’s markets, if we are
to remain cfficient, we cannot repudiate our
obligations; we shall have to provide for our
ciiildren the best means wherehy they will be
able to maintain a state of cfficiency. We
uinst, therefore, not neglect our primary,
secondary und teehnicai schools. We must
do for the children of Western Australia the
very utmost that is within our power, und
not only in connection with cdueation but in
all other matters as well. As I pointed out
three years ago, we want to modernise our
departments, but, as the member for Perth
declared, T am not here to show how the de-
partments are to he modernised. We have
brains in Western  Australia  capable ot
bringing about that improvement. An at-
tempt has been made to do that in connection
with some of our trading coucerns, These
have been brought into line with the trading
concerns outside, and the nearer we get to
the suceessful methods adopted elsewhere,
tire more efficient will those coneerns become.
Tt has been stated that there is only one
method by which that ean be done, and it
is by the appointment of a hoard. We should
get away from jealousies which oxist,

Hon. T. Walker: Do you mean a board over
the whole public service?

Mr. HARRTSON: T Jdare say that would be
a very good idea. Tf I remember corrcetly, T
made a suggestion some years ago that a gen-
tleman from onc of the bhanking institutions
should be appointed to conduct snch an in-
vestigation into the service, and T peinted out
that his salary would be saved in no time,
The question of that expensc would be nothing
at all in comparison to the oltimate saving
which would be effected. T am told that cer-
tain departments impose charges against other
departments, whilst some departments do not
makec a charge at all for services remileredl.
Yet they reccive money from the Treasury.
How c¢an we define the cost of government if
one department makes a charge and another
does not? T throw out the suggestion which
T have just made as a means of overcoming
the difficulty. We ean also, by amalgamating
departments, get more cffective work done
without duplicating that work and hringing
abont complications as well. Tn that way also
we conld save money and achleve hetter results.
T would he very glad if that anestion, too,
were tackled,  We should do more than to
preach economy; we shonld practise it. Tn
this very Chamber we ask far too many ques-
tions arross the Aoor of the Yonse. Tf avery
anestion ecosts, in the aggrepate, £10, members
should sce the wisdom of economising in that
direction. 1'nless there is some matter which
is really important to the State as a whole,
aml the answer to whieh is going to he of
henefit, a question should not be asked with
reference to it across the floor of this Cham-
her. T trust that this tenth Parliament of
Western Australia will leave its mark and that
we will get above trying to make politieal eapi-
tal out of the other side. The people are sick
and ‘tired of this changing of policy aflter
poliey. TLet us rise ahove the prartices of the
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past and <o our best for the State and Em-
pire,

Mr. GRIFFTTHS (York) [8.36]: It was
not my intention to speak on the Address-in-
reply; I was going to follow the good example
sct by the leader of the Opposition beenuse T
felt, as he did, that it would be saving so much
of the country’s time and money. There are,
however, one or two things which T desire to
bring under notice, but which should not take
more than ten minutes or a quarter of an hour.
We have had laid before us in the past the
policy of the Government I have the honour
to support.

Hon. T. Walker: Honour?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Honour, The fourth
paragraph in the Speeech refers to the
question of repatriation. We have been away
for two months engaged on the Referendum
eampaign, and whilst T say that we as a State
can congratulate ourselves upon the result of
our efforts, so far as the vote was concerned,
there has been a grievons disappointment to
many of us that the eall fo supply reinforce.
mentas for our men at the front has bheen
turned down by the Eastern States.

Hon. T. Walker: That is not correct. Rein-
forcements and eonscription are two different
things.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not desire to intro-
duce anything of a controversial nature but
I would like to mention that I have letters in
my possesion from my mother who deseribes
to me the borrors of a Zeppelin raid over
Londan when she, with many others, was
forced to go into an underground tube and
remain there from 8.30 in the cvening until
2.30 next morning. In graphiecally deseribing
what took place, she mentioned that in going
out of the tube were to be seen mothers with
babies in arms and two or three children
dravging behind, and it was common to hear
remarks such as this. ““T hope to goodness
they lave not heen in our street.””  Great
bhardships were inflicted upon women and
ehildren there. T have my son here now who,
after mearly three years of serviee in  the
trenches, was attacked with trench fever and
only had 10 days’ leave when he was ordered
back to the trench, only to be re-ordered back
to the hospital. s it small wonder that many
of ug feel strongly the neglect of Australia to
snpply reinforcements, so as to enable those
bhrave men who have heen fighting so long to
get that rest which they need so badly. Had
the hon. member who interjected the experi-
ence of going home and finding it in ruoiny,
and perhaps his wife and children amongst the
rnins, he wounld feel on this subjeet as strongly
as 1 do.

Mon, T. Walker: Flow do you know T have
not had it.

Mr, GRIFEFTTHS: T am judging by the ip-
terjection.

Ton. T, Walker: Ay interjection was that
you were confusing the two things.

Mr, GRITFITHS: T am not goiny to be
taken off the track. If we do not send men o
asgist fhose at the front, it ig rcertainly up to
us to do the hest we can for them when they
return here. I am not going to deal with the
Nornalup TInlet scheme, and in rezard to the



