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Hon. Frank Wilson: There is no occa-
sion to keep members sitting 24 hours or
48 hours at this period.

The PREMIER: I have already ex-
plained that members on this side were
desirous of spenking, but considering the
exceptional circumstanees they deeided to
forego their right on this occasion, so
that urgent legislation might be passed
and other matters might be diseussed.

Hon. Frapk Wilsen: Why should they
forego their right? You have shown the
way ont of the difficulty.

Mr, SPEAKER: The question before
the House is the Address-in-reply.

Debate resumed.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [8.18]: I
agree that at this time in the history of
Western Australia we cannot do better
than follow the example set us in the
British House of Commons and allaw all
party differences to sink, and that each
member of this House, and each party in
this House should generounsly assist the
Government in the difficult task that lies
before them, Expressing those senii-
ments I therefore regret that the Premier
has not seen fit to agree to the reasonable
request made to him from this side of the
House, and T also desire to say that I
deplore, on my first sitting 1n this Cham-
her, that I shounld have had to listen to
such remarks as the Premier saw fit to
make fo-day with reference to two of our
leading newspapers. 1 do not propose
to enter upon a defence of those papers;
they are capable of taking care of them-
selves, but I simply want to say, from my
point of view, 1 think it was an unfair
attack. The matter was in the knowledge
of the Premier, and it came to his know-

ledge only by reason of the position that-

he occupies, and he has used it in a
threatening way unfairly to private citi-
zens. In His Excellency's Speech no
mention whatever 1s made of the fact
which is greatly eoncerning the whole of
the people of Western Australia, and
which is probably more discussed in the
State than anything else, with the excep-
tion of the great war. 1 refer to the
defieit on revenue account and which now
stands at ihe sum of £837,000.
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Mr. Heitmann: It is only a fair-sized
bahy.

Mr. ROBINSON : This deficit has been
accumulated in a little over three years
and I might add that almost half of the
s has been added sinee the 1st July of
this year. Varions reasons have been
assigned hy responsible Ministers for the
defieit. First we were told the bad season
in 1911; lately we have been referred to
the drought or the bad season that we
have just experienced, and lastly we have
been told that the tightness of money,
caused by tbe great war, is responsible
for it. T submit that a comparison of the
figures should at once show us if these
are the true and the only reasons. Take
the year 1912-12. I find in that year the
revenue of the State exceeded not only
the revenue of the previous year, but the
revenue of any other year that we have
ever known in Western Australia. It ex-
ceeded that of the previous year by
£116,000 and that previous yeur was a
prospérous ome. The following year of
1932-13 exceeded the revenue of the year
before by over £600,000, whilst that of the
year which conclnded in June last exeeeded
the previous year by a further snm of
over £600,000. The revenne for that year
was approximately £5,200,000, the high-
water mark of revenue in this State of
Western Australia; so that during the
three years we have passed through the
Treasurer has had what I would deseribe
as an overflowing treasury, greater by far
than that of his predecessor, or that of
any other Treasurer. So that the Trea-
surer in that period had the sum of three
millions more revenue than was accorded
to the Treasurer in the previous Adminis-
tration.

The Minister for Works: That is not
S0,

Mr. ROBINSON: In addition the
Treasurer had loan expenditure during
the same period of approximately 9%
million pounds. I contend, therefore,
that it cannot be said that the deficit was
caused throngh lack of funds; and the
extraordinary amount of revenue derived
also completely shows that it was nol
owing to one of the reasons 1 bave pre-
viously mentioned, lack of rain or bad
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seasons. I am, therefore, driven to the
conclusion that the Treasurer knowingly
and wilfully spent more money than he
received, or, on the other hand, that he
spent more money than he received, not
knowing how or why. I do not care
which way it is taken. During the month
of Oclober just past the deficit increased
by a sum of £109,00¢ and in November by
a sum of £814,000, or on an average for
those (wo months of over £3,000 per day.

Mr. J. P. Gardiner: You know yon
are telling lies,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member must withdraw that remark.

Mr. J. P. Gardiner: I will withdraw
the remark,

Mr. ROBINSON: Apgain, let us con-
trast the figures of this year with the
figures of last year, when the revenne
reached its high-water mark of £5,200,000.

Mr. J. P. Gardiner: Tell the truth,

AMr, SPEAKER: Ovder! ‘The hon.
member for Roebourne must withdraw
and apologise. |

Mr. J. P. Gardiner: I think the hon.
member shounld tell the whole truth, 1
will withdraw,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
will stand up and withdraw and apolo-
pise.

Mr. J. P. Gardiner: I withdraw and
apologise, .
Hon. Frank Wilson:
ber should apologise, too.
Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member has

apologised.

Mr. ROBINSON: The figures 1 have
quoted are taken from the published
Government returns,

The Minister for Works: The new sys-
tem of keeping accounts has inffated the
revenue.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And a very bad
system, too.

Mr. ROBINSON: Tn the three months
from July to the 30th September. 1913,
the revenue amounted to £1,124,000,
whilst for the corresponding three
months of the current vear it had in-
creased to £1,293,000, or an incresse this
vear of £171,000. Ii is astonishing fo
me, therefore, to find, as it is astonish-
ing to every man in Western Australia,

The hon, mem-
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who thinks, or who bas any business
knowledge, that there should be any
deficit at all, let alone a deficit for those
three months of £196,000 over and above
the huge amount of revenue that I have
detailed. In the month of October of
this vear the revenue was £463,226,
whilst in the corresponding month of
last year the revenne was £402,000,
showing an inerease in the month of Qe-
tober despite the dry season, despite the
war, despite the distress, and may I say,
despite the Government, of £60,000 for
this very month. Again, we would ex-
pect to find with this increased revenue
that there would be no deficit. Yet in the
two months of October and November the
deficit increased by £194,000. It isquite
interesting to an observer to read the
row of figures commencing with the month
of July and ending in ihe month of Nov-
ember. I was wondering and will leave
it at the wonder stage, why in July the
deficit increased by £121,000, what was
happening in Augusi that it should drop
to £68,000, and what further bappened
in September that it should drop to
£6,000, and whal bappened in October
that at the end of that period it should
have increased by £109,000, and then con-
tinned its merry way along. T submit
that I should be lacking in my duty to
the country, a country which comprises
a population of only 324000 people, if
I did not poinit oul in the plain terms I
have done these huge figures, for huge
indeed they are for sueh a small com-
munity. At the end of the first year of
the Treasurer’s administration he at-
tributed s deficit to the bad season,
and hoped that he would eleav it off in
the following 12 months, and T assure
vou that ihe hopes of the people of West-
ern Australia went out with the Treas-
urer, But at the end of the second vear,
when the deficit had inereased, the same
pions hope was placed before the pub-
lic, and as the following year has gone
on the Treasurer has become more light-
hearted, and we have not heard expres-
sions of regref or any wish to eope with
the deficit, T say with all respect in this
Hounse that the time has arrived when
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this deficit must stop its rolling, must
stop its accumulation.

Mr, Heitmann: It is runniog, not rol-
ling.

Mr. ROBINSON: A new Parliament
has been elected, and although the La-
bour party are still in a majority they
are receiving, and have received, and will
receive from every member of this
House an assurance that if they will
cope with the finances in a statesman-
like way they will reecive the suppor
and assistance of all parties. It wounld
be presumption on my part to offer any
suggestions to the gentlemen who ocenpy
the Treasury bench. I eannot suggest
to them how to live within their means.
I feel sure there is quite sufficient ability
on the Treasury beneh to devise their
own ways and means.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T do not.

Mr, ROBINSON: And when they
place propositions before this House
they may feel sure that those who listen
to them will regard them in a business
light and give them the support they
require.

The Minister for Lands: Are not you
sure you will not regard them from a
selfish point of view as to how they will
affeet your own poeket?

Mr. ROBINSON: In order that the
intention [ publish to the House to en-
deavour to assist the Government in
their dilemma should be ecarried out, I
join with ofther members whe have al-
ready spoken in expressing the hope that
the Government will give us that gen-
nine assistance whieh is necessary to en-
able us to assist them in overcoming
their difficulties. That assistanee is, and
should be, that this House and the coun-
try be placed in full possession of all
the facts bearine on the country’s finan-
ces.

Mr. Taylor: I have heard that before.

Hon. Frank Wilson. You cannot hear
it too often.

Mr, ROBINSON: In the year 1910, as
reported in Parliamentary debates,
volame 38, page 1153, a detailed analy-
tical statement of the various depart-
ments was presented by the then Treas-
urer, In fact this schedule, which I have
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before me, supplies what I eall a profit
and loss account for each department of
the publie service from which it 13 easy
for me or anyone who has access fo the
figures, to trace exaetly non-productive or
wasteful expenditure of money. These
departments are grouped in branches
numbered from one to 91. The Income
and expenditure is shown in each so that
any member of the public who wishes to
overiook the affairs of this country, as he
is entitled to do, can run his finger down
the list and see where the losses are tak-
ing place, and be in a position to tender
any advice to this House that his position
in the House may justify him in giving.
Moreover, it is of usefulness to the gen-
eral public to be able to know exXactly
where profit and loss is going on, Every
business man knows that without analy-
tical comparisens of his business and
aceounts it is impossible to successfully
manage hig business. Show me in West-
ern Australia 2 business that is profit-
able and well managed and successful
and I will tell you that in that business
you will find the accounts methodically
kept and analytically dealt with every
week so that the man at the head, as the
Premier is at the head of this gigantie
conecer)i, can by a mere glanee or word,
loeale losses and stop Jeakages and at
the same time give praise or credil where
it is dwe, T trust, therefore, that in the
immadiate future the Treasurer will re-
sort to this habit, the bhabit of one of his
predecessors, a distinguished Treasurer—
I refer to Sir Newton Moore—and pub-
lish to the House and the country a state-
ment similar to the one I have deseribed.

The Premier: That is pretty rough on
your leader. That is the dislinguished
Treasurer who extinguished your leader.

Mr. ROBINSON: May 1 say that
this statement if properly rendered to-
day, would eover all irading concerns, as
well as the ordinary depariments of the
Government, and it would show the ex-
penditure and revenne received from
those trading concerns, the balance sheets
of which are admittedly required by
statutory aunthority. 1 repeat that, quite
apart from sistntory autherity, until the
mecmbers of this House are fully seized
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of the details of the financial position
and the accounts of the Government, it
will be impossible for them, howegver
wishful they may be, to offer the Govern-
ment any advice or assistance, or give
them the benefit of any experience they
may possess, or which they may wish to
offer to the House, So late as September
last the Premier said through the public
Press—

The Government Trading Concerns
Act makes provision, of course, for
financial statements. The instruetions
are to present them as soon as possible
after the close of the financial year,
but the departments affected ecannot
throw aside and dislocate all their
other work for this purpose. It is im-
possible to say at present (September)
whether the particnlars will be avail-
able before the elections or afterwards.
Obviously, however, they cannot show
the exact position because in eonnec-
tion with the implement works, for in-
stanee, there are machinery sold on
bills, money paid out by way of wages
and for raw material. The same thing
applies to some extent to the other
State concerns—there i1s always some
money outstanding for services ren-
dered.

In fulfilment of the promise I have made
I bave no wish to harass the Premier,
but if I were wishful I could make no
statement more damaging to his business
ability than the words he himself made
use of in September. I assure the
House, and the House will not need
my assurance, that every business man
on 21st September over his break-
fast smiled as he read the Premiers
explanation. Surely every business man
or business concern in Western Ausira-
lia that buys or sells buys or sells goods
on bills. Surely every such coneern pays
money out by way of wages and for raw
material, and yet such business coneerns
are able to make up weekly and monthly
balance sheets, showing their positions.
Then why, if tbat can be done in a well
regulated business, should it not be done
in the great business of this country?
Even the draftsman of that famous mea-
sure named the Income Tax (War Emer-

[ASSEMBLY.]

gency) Bill provided that all business
men in the State of Western Australia
should prepare monthly balances of their
trading accounts and their personal af-
fairs and be taxed on the profits. I can
only assume that the Treasurer in his
haste in presenting that Bill to Parlia-
ment did not nolice the clause I refer to.
I submit that if it is a fair thing to de-
mand from the taxpayer a monthly state-
ment of his accounts, and I admit it is
a fajr thing and one that can be readily
done, then surely it is a fair thing for
the country to demand from the Govern-
ment, which should be a model of all that
is right and proper, partienlarly in the
matter of accounts, that they should de-
liver to Lhe community, to the share-
holders in this great business and trad-
ing concern of which the Treasurer is the
managing director, a properly andited
monthly statement of accounts.

The Premier: We do that; we pre-
sent on the first of the month a c¢om-
plete statement.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am afraid the
Premier does not appreciate what I said.
Take the Perth trams, of which some
polificians speak glibly of having made
a profit of £20,000 or so during the past
year. A separate balance sheet should
be presented to the public in respect of
this undertaking. If it were produced—
but 1t s not produeed—we should at once
see whether in the eomputation of this
profit of £20,000 which it is stated has
been paid into the Treasury, any allow-
ance has been made for such funds as
are known by the name of obsolescence
fund, depreciation fund, and fund for
renewals, in respect of which no less
a sum than five per cent., or as others
maintain ten per cent., should be allowed
on the plant value.

The Premier: Do you say that is not
allowed ?

Mr. ROBINSON: I do not know, I
bhave not seen the balance sheet. T say
it should be produced. The reason for
that allowance for obsolescence, deprecia-
tion, and renewals is obvious, The life
of electrical machinery is known to be
about fifteen years. Similarly, the life
of tram rails is estimated at fifteen years
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—a shorter period than railway rails for
the reason of the special wear caused by
the electrical current. I have not seen
any of these halance sheets, and I do not
know that anybody else has seen them.
I am, therefore, not able to say whether
there are any such allowances; but they
should be there,
The Premier: Hear, hear.

Mr, ROBINSON: If there are any
capital moneys or any revenie moneys
available for expenditure during the com-
ing year, I should like to see that ex-
penditure confined as far as possible to
what bhave been deseribed—and 1 aceept
the phrase —as reproductive works.
Amongst such works I would eertainly
¢lass the reservoir in the Canming hills,
to whick work I have so frequently re-
ferred. 1 would similarly class exten-
gion of main roads in respect of settle-
ment already effected, and I would
class——

The Premier: You will notice that.
You will find all you are looking for in
that paper.

Mr, ROBINSON: Further I would
class as a reproductive work the payment
of subsidies to local anthorities.

The Premier: It is on that list.

Mr. ROBINSON: That was placed in
our hands only last night. )

The Premier: You are speaking to-
night; that was yesterday.

Mr., ROBINSON: I should prefer to
he speaking to-morrow night, That in-
formation should have been in the hands
of the public weeks ago. 1 elass those
three works, the reservoir, the extension
of main roads, and the payment of some
suhsidy—1I do not say bow much—to loeal
anthorities—wbich subsidy, as we all
know, is spent solely on road construe-
tion—as reproductive works. I know of
nothing which would eontribute more
largely to the distribution of sums spent
in wages and in deserving work. Now,
referring for the moment to the metro-
politan water supply: the original souree
of this was the Canning reservoir.
The supply has been augmented from
year to year by bore water, and by a
pipe which now leads from the Mundar-
ing reservoir. In an ordinary seasonm,
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at this time the Canning reservoir is over-
flowing. It is now practically dry, and
has been dry since the early part of
Oclober. For years past the local
authorities in the metropolitan area have
by deputation and by every conceivable
form of words pressed on the various ad-
ministralions of the successive Govern-
ments the necessity for conserving a
larger supply of water in the hills, in
order that the eilizens of Perth might
have an adequate supply of potable
water, Government after Government
have talked about it, but nobody bas yet
done anything, In October last I ven-
tured to prophesy that we would soon ex-
perience a shortage in the water supply
of the metropolitan area.

Member: That was during the elec-
tions.

Mr. ROBINSON: T was told in & whole
eplimin by the then Minister for Works
(Hon. W. D, Jobnson) that I was talk-
ing nonsense, that there was enongh water
for everyhody, and that there would be
no shortage; but the elections have gone
by; and, barely a month after, my pre-
diclion is verified. I believe in honour
to whom honour is due. If I made in
October a correct forecast and 1 am now
proved to be right, I object to being told
by a BMinister that I am talking that
wlhich is nonsense. I say the present
Government have had three years to do
this work, and in the charge of neglect
I join with them the Government who
preceded them. I say the Governments
of this eountry have not made adequate
provision for the water supply of Perth.
I heard one of the Ministers this after-
noon make reference to the statement
that a season of this deseription could not
be foretold. I give him the avswer, at
once, that when the Mundaring weir was
established it was publicly stated in the
lemislalive halls of the State by the then
Premier, Sir John Forrest, that he was
providing againsl dry seasons by main-
taining in that reservoir a three-years
supply. Sir John Forrest knew. Notice
has been given in this Honse, and 1
charge Ministers with neglecting the
meiropolitan area. I know of no work
which will be more appreciated by the
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people of the metropolitan area than will
the early completion of that Canning
waler supply. We are tired of drinking
waler that comes from the ILeederville
bores. I know I am tired of it, and I
hope my friends opposite are, too. I
wish also to deal with one other guestion,
a question which I think affeets the whole
of Western Australia, and on which
possibly the Bill 1 have heard the Premier
speak of may have some effect. I refer
to the high prices of bran and pollard.
I say those high prices in this ecountry
are enlirelv due to want of foresight on
the part of lhe people of this country in
exporting the whole of our wheat, instead
of exporting flour.

My, E. B. Johnston: We ought to have
State flonr mills; that is what we want.

Mr, ROBINSON: If we had State
flour mills and produced flour at the
same rate as the State produces bricks,
I am afraid we should have to wait a
eood many vears before our people were
supplied.

The Premier: That is a serious charge
you are making,

Mr, ROBINSON: Last year approxi-
mately 200,000 tons of wheat, valued at
£1,300,000, and approximately 20,000
tons of flour, valued at only £175,000,
were exported from this ebuntry.

The Premier: Get the figures for 1911,
when your people were in power.

Hon, J. Mitchell; You strangle every
industry,

Mr, ROBINSON: T am not aceusing
anybody. I am not making any accusa-
tions whatever against the Government.
I am merely drawing attenlion to a mat-
ter of public concern from a public
standpoint, and in the public assembly
of the eountry; and T repeat that last
year, as against 200,000 tons of wheat,
only 20,000 tons of flour were sent out of
{he country. I want to follow that up
by giving these figures: one bushel of
wheat equals 60lbs., and produces 42lbs.
of flour, 9bs. of bran, and 9lbs. of pol-
lard. Therefore, in sending away from
the country 200,000 tons of wheat we at
the same time sent out of Western Aus-
tralia 60,000 tons of bran and pollard,
much of which, I contend, should
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have been left in this State. Now let us
look at the other side of it. During the
first nine months of this year we im-
ported practically 3,500 tons of bran
from the Lastern States, at a eost there
of £17,000. That is at a cost in the East-
ern Stules of approximately only £5 per
lon, To-day the cost there is £9 53s. or
£9 10s, per ton; and I contend that that
value during nine monihs in the Eastern
States must mean something like £50,000
or £60,000 to the people of \WWestern Aus-
tralia, hecaunse lo the charges paid in the
Bastern States must be added freight and
insurance, and merchants’ handling in
this ecountry. Now, what is the remedy?
I suggest that the remedy 1s to keep the
residues in the country as feed for stock
of all kinds, The first thing to do is to
represent these faets publicly, broadeast
thronghout the country, so that every-
body may know them. I originally re-
ferred to this in Sepiember and Oectober
last. 1 have not previvusly known any-
hody to refer publicly to this matter in
the way that T did. Following that,
publications were issued by the former
Minister for Lands, Mr. Bath, giving de-
tails of flour, wheat, and so forth.

The Premier: We have diseussed it here
again and again,

Mr. Foley: Those very questions were
asked by the Australian Labour Federa-
tion.

Mr. RORINSON: That was afier I
had drawn public attention to the faets.

Mr, Folev: Not at all.

Mr. ROBINSON: The facts speak for
{hemselves; and in addressing you, Mr.
Speaker, T hope I shall ever confine my-
self to facts that are easily provable and
to argnments which are logieal and which
must appeal to anyone who chooses to
exercise his mental faculties. T say that
the remedy is, first of all to represent this
matter publicly, and that the next step
is to encourage the establishment of flour
mills throughout ‘estern Auvstralia.
Then the Government of the ecountry
should assist our millers by seeking in
countries bevond the sea, such as Egypt
for instance, markets for our flour, rather
than markets for our wheat. I thank hon.
members of this House for having listened
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to me withont so many interruptions as
they have accorded to some of the prev-
ious speakers, I trust that when I address
this House I shall be able fo place, as
occasion arises, such facts and such argu-
ments before hon. members as will in-
terest them and appeal (o their intellects,

Heon, J. MITCHELL (Noriham) [9.6]:
First let me congratulate you, Sir, on
yvour re-election to the post which yon
have so fittingly ocupied during the last
three years. I should like also to con-
gratulate my old friend, the Hon. W. C.
Angwin, on his apointment as Minister
for Works. It mnst be gratifying lo the
North-West also to have as Honorary
Minister the Hon, R. H. Underwood, who,
no doubt, will grace thal position as he
graced the one he previously occupied.
May T say o word in regard to the elec-
tion, The reply given to a question asked
the other day demands that something
should be said, The Minister in charge
of the Electoral Department was asked
about the enrolment prior to the last gen-
era]l election. He gave an answer that
was altogether wrong. Ide said the en-
rolment had been made under the Aect. If
hon. members will turn to the Act they
will see that the enrolment was illegally
made, because in the amending Act of
1M1 elaim eards were provided Tor and
had to be signed. The enrolment of nanies
such as was underlaken by the Electoral
Department on this ocecasion is a very
serious malter, serious because it aims at
the freedom of the people. The Govern-
went made a canvass in many of the
eleciorates, parficularly Geraldlon, and
baving ascertained exactly those names
which ought to be on the roll, they imme-
diately set to work {p add the names of
the people on the Federal roll, knowing
that such names had no right to appear
on our roll. By a costly canvass they had
satisfied themselves in respeet to every
name that shonld be on our roll, after
which they turned to the Federal roll and
from it added to our roll many names
which had no right to appear thereon.
If this matter were allowed to go with-

out protest we would be failing
in our duty. Nothing more serious
in connection with the administra-
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tion of the affairs of thigs c¢oun-
try has ever been perpetrated. The
Government claim the right to assassinatc
any mwember of this House, when they
claim the right to manufacture names
and stick them on the rolls in any district
where such names will be useful. Where
shall we find ourselves—on what does our
freedom resat if Ministers ean do just as
they please without regard to the law of
the land? Also I am surprised at the

attitude the Premier has taken up
to-day, He says that because he
wants to put through Some special

legislation to-morrow, we must finish
this debate to-night. In fact he is
anxions  that the pewspapers shall
not pnblish the speeches of hon. members,
an anxiety which he has felt for the last
three years. During that lime 1t has ever
been his objeet to stifle discussion and the
publication of discussion,

The Premier: They did not publish
your speeches, but only something that
was written for you.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: As I have re-
marked before, I should be sorry indeed
if a decent man were to say of me what
the Premier has said of me; but [ have
no objection whatever to the Premier saj3-
ing anything al all of me. This action of
the Premier is an unheard of thing and
it will set up a bad precedenl, I do not
believe the Premier will give us an oppor-
lunity of diseussing the Estimates, if it
Jdoes nol suil him Lo do so. His idea is to
hide all that is possible, to get the ses-
sion over and get back fo office, and to
his eomfortable motor car, and probably
on to the steamer to take him to Vietoria,
there to meet his friends at the round
table.

Mr. Munsie: Sour grapes.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: In the mean-
time the counfry must suffer because it
bas such a Premier. It is secandalous
that the House sheould be treated as it
1s. Several new members who desire to
speak are not prepared to go on to-night.
The Premier in his speech has eertainly
shown conclusively that he is not: a
statesman, that he has no appreciation
of the seriousness of the position
in which we are placed. In that



