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Mr. MULLANY (Menzies): In com-
mon with other members of this As-
sembly before speaking on the Address-
in-reply, I wish to convey to you, Mr.
Speaker, my sincers congralulations upon
your election fo the high and responsible
position which yon occupy to-day. I
feel sure from my personal knowledge
of the present Speaker that he has the
Tecessary ability to carry out the duties
pertaining to the high office he holds with
eredit to himself, and, I feel confident,
with satisfaction to hon. members on both
sides of the House. I also wish to con-
gratulate my friends in the Ministry
upon election to their honourable and
onerous positions, and I feel confident in
iheir case also that the interests of \Vest-
ern Australia will be quite safe in their
hands. The membey for Gascoyne at the
beginning of his addvess stated that it
was a curious faet that all members in
speaking to the Address-in-reply had
alluded chiefly to their own constitu-
encies and had neglected to make any re-
ference to the North-West. I believe the
hon. member must have forgotten himself
later on bhecause he confined his remarks
almost absolutely to the North-West. T
do nof intend to touch upon all manner of
subjecls becanse I feel there are other
members who have spoken on the Address-
in-reply who are more capable of dealing
with them than I would be, but I do in-
tend to eriticise some of the administra-
tion of the last Government, more parti-
enlarly in relation {o mining matters.
Representing, as I do, a mining eonstitu-
ency, I claim while T am not at all pavo-
chial, that I shall be fair in my criticism
and will vote in the best interests of hoth
the agricultural or metropolitan areas,
just as freely and consecientiously as T
shall for the inlerests of ihe goldfields.
At the same lime I elaim to have practical
mining knowledge and I think T can do
more good fo the Siate generally by con-
fining my remarks to mining wmatters.
As the member for Coolgardie pointed
out, this great gold mining industry has
produced £103,000,000 worth of gold.
Undoubtedly at present throughout the
Eastern Goldfields there is, unfortunately,
a wave of depression, but as a goldfields
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resident of 16 years I have sufficient eon-
fidence in these fields to feel that they
are not yet beaten, but will continune to
produce gold in considerable guantities for
many years to come. The best legislation
we could possibly pass would be devised
with a view to keeping a large popula-
tion on these fields in the interests of Lhe
State as a whole, and more partienlarly
of onr farmers who, without such a mar-
ket, might find themselves in diffienlties.
Il is in the interests of the agriculiural,
as well as of the mining populztion, that
the Government should see if they can-
not do something to improve the condi-
tions on the goldfields, just as it is in the
interests of the mining eommunity that
we should have a prosperous farming and
agricultural community in order that we
may have cheap and good supplies. I
was pleased to hear the member for Kim- -
berley say that there is more fat beef in
the North-West {han the people down
here could eonsume, This confirms what
was said at the reeent elections, namely,
that it was not from a scaveity of meat
that we had to pay so high a price for
it. Coming from the member for Kim-
berley, who knows what le is talking
about, the evidence he has given us is
most convineing; his statement proves
that there is something wrong in the dis-
tribution of the meat. Being practical
men the present Minisiry may be relied
upon to see if lhey cannot do something
to bring the consumer and the pro-
ducer of ment in closer loueh.  Then
there is the State baitery system. As
hon. members know, this system was ini-
tiated 12 years ago, and the late member
for Menzies (Mr. Gregory) always
claimed eredit for ils imitiation. 1T am
quite prepared to admii that the system
has done a great deal of good in the past,
but 1 elaim also, and I am speaking from
personal knowledge, that the public bat-
tery system of Western Australia has
not heen kept up to date, but has been al-
lowed to drifl into a state of ehaos. Its
administration has been such as wonld
disgrace a small private firm, to say noth-
ing of the Government of a State. I
know that public battery managers
throughont my electorate eannot get sup-
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plies or spare parts for their mills. They
write down to the department, and what
they mostly get in reply are letters ask-
ing if they cannot get on withont the
stores or parts asked for. Only a few
weeks ago there was a pareel of 40 or
50 tons of stone sent to a battery in my
electorate, and eight days were occupied
in completing that small erushing. It is
searcely to be wondered at when I tell
you that the manager was short of sup-
plies, and in his own words, was sick and
tired of writing to the department to get
them. Among other things he was out of
belt laces. He had previously sent to the
departmental stores, and in response to
his appeal was supplied with half a dozen
of these laces, which cost, I believe, one
penny each. The belt being no longer in
good ovder, in a very short time these
laces were worn outf, and the manager was
at his wit’s end fo replace them, Now it
chanced that some years before this the
manager had disearded an old belt lace,
and used it as a throng on which to hang a
bell around the neek of the domestie
eow. To such ends was the marager
driven on the oceasion I refer to, that we
had the spectacle of the whole of the bat-
tery staff chasing this old cow through
the bush for the purpose of recovering
that belt lace in order that the battery
might proceed with its work. This, mind
you, occurred in my own electorate, with-
in the last six weeks. One of the great-
est grievances we have up there is this :
A considerable amount of the gold
values is not recovered by amalgamation
in the battery, but by subsequent eyani-
dation. As the residues or sands are
put through the batlery samples are
taken and are assayed. The hattery mana-
ger takes one sample and the prospector
takes another ; they cheek the results
and arrive at an agreement, and the Gov-
ernment eventually pay a percentage to
the prospecior on the gold remaining
in the sands. But instead of the battery
manager having the power to pay the
prospector immediately on agreement of
assay, he has to wait, perhaps, two or
three months before the money is forth-
coming, I know that sometimes it has
been four or five months hefore a man
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was able to get the money for his
gold. I say this is not giving encourage-
ment to the prospectors. Further than
that, a little time ago I, as president of
the Menzies branch of the Prospectors’
and Leaseholders’ Association, was diree-
ted to wait on the late Minister for Mines
and point out these matters to him, He
stafed that the reason why he could not
pay on agreement of assay was that there
was no capital account set aside from
whieh to carry on this battery business.
I believe that is correct, but I feel conii-
dent that the present Government will
wmake an endeavour to establish a fund
in order that the prospector may get his
money immediately on agreement of
assay. Ve have tried repeatedly to have
this done, and some six months ago a ve-
gulation was brought into force giving a
so-called concession to the customers of
publie batteries. The concession amoun-
ted to this : if the prospector de-
sires lLe ecan, upon paying two per
cent. to the associated banks, get his
money in about one week’s time. He has
to get his voucher from the battery man-
agzer, and this is sent to the department,
and checked as correct, wherveupon it is
sent back, and fthen the man ean obtain
his money by paying the two per cent.
That is not fair treatment. The depart-
ment have to pay the bank in {wo months’
time, so the banks ean turn their money
over six times in the year; therefore the
prospector is paying 12 per ceni. per
annum for the use of his own money.
Just contrast these conditions with thosg
of the settler in the agrieultural areas. L
have no wish to say or do anything fo
bamper the seitlement of agrienltural
areas, but whereas in the case of a settler
going on the land we make great efforts
to lend him cheap money, under this regu-
lation the prospectors are asked to pay
12 per eent. per annum for the use of
their own money. T also find that although
the publie batfery system was initiated to
break down extortionate profits private
enterprise was said to have made out of
crushing on the goldfields, the position in
Menzies to-day is that you can get stone
treated at a private mill at the same price
as at the public battery. Further than
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that, immediately on agreement of assay
von can get your cheque from the private
hattery, and eash it without trouble. Un-
fortunately, the grade of ore in the district
is not as high as it has been, and in many
cases all the margin the prospeetor gets
is in the sands or the residues; the whole
of the gold recovered by amalgamation is
swallowed up in expenses of breaking out,
carting and erushing, and in many in-
stances the unfortunate enstomer of the
public battery has to wait three months,
always two months, before he can get the
slightest return for his labour. It is our
duty to keep the population on these
tields, yet this is one of the conditions
which are fast driving the people away. 1
Lelieve that as a result of the mining ex-
perience he has had Mr. Collier will
remedy this particular grievance on the
soldfields, and see that a sum of money
is provided to place the battery system
on a better footing than it has been in the
past. The member for Coolgardie referred
to the goldfields’ water scheme. I agree
with hira that it should be used strietly
as a goldfields scheme. Tf it can be
shown thal we can spare the water from
the goldfields, let the surplus go to the
agrieultural distriets. But, as everyone
knows, the goldfields are absolutely de-
pendent on the water supply, and it must
not be interfered with if there be any
danger whatever of a possible shortage.
The member for Coolgardie also referred
to Ora Banda. That distriet almost ad-
joins my own electorate, in fact until quite
recently it was part of it, and I can bear
oul what the hon. member has said,
namely, that this is a distriet fully deserv-
ing of belter Ireatment than it has bad in
the past. There have been good shows
there, and there will be good payable pro-
positions in the future, but all enterprise
is hampered by the lack of water. I trust
an endeavour will be made to supply these
shows with this necessary commodity.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Mr. MULLANY : Another thing which
I trust the present Ministry will continue
is the system whieh was initiated last
year hy the AMinister for Railways, by
which reduced railway fares are granted
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to women and children on the goldfields
who are desirous of having a change on
the coast during the summer months.
Those hon, members who have ever put in
a summer ou the goldfields will admit that
the conditions there in the summer ave
trying indeed, not only to the women and
children but also to the men; but the men
have the advaniage that they are not con-
fined to the house, bul ean go about their
occupations, which women trying o rear
a family ecannot take advaniage of. There
are hundreds of children on those goid-
fields of from eight to ten years of uge
who have never yet seen the sea, The rail-
way fares are too high in many instances
to allow of the parenis bringing them
down fo the coast. If the Government
have been justified in the past in spending
large sums of money in bringing imumi-
grants to the State—and I do nol say
that they have noi been jusiified—it would
be a much befter policy to my mind to
spend a sum of money in doing something
to conserve the health of the best immi-
grants we can possibly get, namely, the
native-born white Australians, for, al-
though for eight or nine months in the
year the goldfields climate eannot be
beaten probably in the world, if is essen-
tial that young women and ehildren should
get away from those paris at least every
two or three years. They eannot possibly
grow up to be healthy men and women if
they do not get an opportunity of eoming
to the coast during the summer months.
I am pleased indeed Lo see that it is pro-
posed fo introduce a Bill to amend the
Avrbitration and Workers’ Compensation
Aels, and I quite agree with one of the
previous speakers that this will be a better
way of dealing with this matter than was
proposed by the late Government, viz., (he
abolition of the present Arbifration Act
and the substitution of wages boards such
as exist in the HEastern States. However,
this matter has been dealt with ex-

_haustively by other members, and there is

no necessity for me to go over the ground
again; but it is net my inteution to sit
down without expressing my appreciation
of the intention of the Government to go
on with the amendment of these two Acts.
I trust that our iabours in this new Par-
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liament will vesult in the production of
legislafion whieh will be in the best in-
terests of Western Australia in the future,
and, as T said at the beginning of my
vemarks, [ have every confidence in the
members of the present Ministry, and be-
lieve that they are sincere, that they have
the ability, and that they will put forth
their hest endeavours to carry through
eood and honest legislation for this State
of Western Australia.

Mr. TNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I de-
sire, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to congratulate
you on your election, and also to con-
gratulate the new members who have been
elected fo this House. TIf permissible, I
would also like to express my lively safis-
faetion that the electors of Pilbara were
content to go on with the old member. T
would further like to congratulate the
leader of the QOpposition on his assnmp-
tion of that position. I am of opinion
that he is competent Lo fill it. T have done
my best to put him there, and it seems
to me that I ean take eredit for something
achieved. There are just one or two small
mafters that I would like to mention.
The first one is in regard to the electoral
system i the North-West. In my opinion
it is desirable that all elections should take
place on the one day, and I am sure that
in this connection I have the support of
the other three representatives of the
northern portion of the State. The matter
can easily be arranged. It is only a ques-
tion of giving us some longer time be-
tween nomination and election day, and
it will be necessary to abolish that system
of preferential voting, and allow postal
voters to recovd their votes after the issue
of the writ. I trust that before the next
election comes round the Government will
have introduced and carried through
another electoral Bill, and in {hat Bill
they will provide that the whole of the
elections shall take place on one day.

Mr. Male: Hear, hear.

Me. UNDERWOOD: In regard to the
few remarks that have been made during
this debate, T am sure that the present
Government arve very thankful to the
memher for Kimberley for his good ad-
vice, but one almosts regrets that he did
not endeavour to give effect to it when
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ke was a Minister himself. However, we
will bear it in mind, and I ean assure
that hon. member that the people of the
North-West have a long way better chanee
of being attended to now than when the
previous Government were in office. The
hon. member for Kimberley made some
statements in regard to pastoral lands in
the North{West, with which I agree to
an extent. Ile made the assertion that
{here are millions of acres of Jand up there

“unleased ; T agree that there is a good deal

of land, particularly south of Wallal, but
the difficulty is that so far they have been
unable to find water. T agree with the hon.
member that it is the duty of the Govern-
ment fo send ont a boring or well-sinking
party into that portion of the State, and,
if waler ean be found in that belt of coun-
try there are undonbediy millions of arves
of good sheep country which will then he
leased. 8o far, however, privata enter-
prise has failed to find water south of
Wallal, It is not my intention to deal at
any great length with the question of the
imprisonment of aborigines. but I would
like to point out to the member for Kim-
berley that some years ago the State ex-
pended some thousands or tens of thou-
sands of pounds in arresting uatives and
imprisoning them, and eattle-killing did
not decrease. The hon, member points
out now that we have ceased to imprison
the natives and they still kill cattle, but
the fact remains that they killed them when
we did imprison them, and it is a matter
for consideration whether imprisonment
was worth what it cost the State. I have
every sympathy with the cattle men of
the Kimberleys, but at the same time
T am of opinion that the imprisonment of
natives indiscriminately, as they were im-
prisoned in the past, was not an effective
remedy. We may possibly find out some
better remedy in future. There is just
one word I would like to say with regard
to the remarks made hy members repre-
senting the eastern goldfields consiituen-
cies as to the desirability of having special
railway fares to bring people from those
goldfields down to the coasi. My experi-
ence of the eastern goldelds climate is
that we should have special trains to take
people from Perth to that portion of the



