Governor's Opening Speech :

Mer. R. F. SHOLL said that as every
member in the House seemed to feel it his
duty to speak on the present occasion, he
felt it incumbent upon him too to muke
@ few remarks. Before touching upon
the specch of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor he should like to congratulate the
members of the Government on the very
important and honorable position which
they had been called upon to fill; he
could assnre them he had every confi-
dence in their iutegrity and their ability
to carry on the Government of the colony.
At the same time it was not of course
likely that they could all agree in every-
thing that the Grovernment put forward ;
it was not to be expected that all the
details of their policy would meet with
general approval. He took exception to
the schedule of works foreshadowed in
the Governor's sﬁeech as regards some of
the works. In the 7th paragraph of the
speech the Governor said: “ DMy Minis-
“ters ave keenly alive to the importance
“of a vigorous though prudent policy.”
No one, he thought, could gainsay that
their policy was a ““vigorous ™ policy, but
he thought there were many members
who would mnot agree that it was a
“prudent ” policy. He might say hefore
he went any further, that he thought
the hon. member for York ought to feel
very much flattered at the amount of
attention he had received not only from
the Government but from members on
all sides; he had been a target for al-
most every member who had addressed
the House, and the hon. member mnst
feel that there must have been a great
deal in his speech the other evening to
have made it the subject of so much at-
tention. He had listened to most of the
speeches, but he did not think that the
arguments of the hon. member for York
had been in any way approached by any
member who had attacked him. The
hon. member had been misquoted, his
actions had been misconstrued, and (as
he had said before) he thought the hon.
member was to be congratulated on the
very effective speech he delivered, for he
must have made some very telling hits to
have brought all the powers of the Gov-
ernment to bear upon him as they had.
The Ministry came down to the House
with a loan policy of £1,366,000. He
thought everyone would agree that it
was pecessary that we should have a
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loan for public works at the present
juncture and atas early a date as possible.
But unfortunately—no doubt it was on
account of the short time which Ministers
had bhad at their disposal in collecting
information —they had come fonvarﬁ
without supplying the House with any
particulars as to theirscheme. No doubt
this information would be supplied later
on. The first work mentioned in their
schedule wuas a railway from Bayswater
to Busselton. With regard to that par-
ticular work, he must say that unless
some very clear information was put
before him to satisfy him it was a desir-
able work and was not likely to cause a
serious loss to the colony, he could not
support this proposal, in its entirety.
He did not know whether hon. members
had read the report of the Agricaltural
Commission, and the evidence they took
down in that district. If thev had not,
they would find some curious evidence
from some of the settlers of the district,
which went to show that even the residents
of the place did not think this railway was
likely to be a good thing for the Colony.
He was locking over the evidence that day,
and he should just like to quote some of
it for the information of the House. One
gentleman, now a member of that House,
was asked this question: “ What are the
capabilites of the district for butter-pro-
ducing ?”  His answer was: ““There is
pot a large quantity produced—unot more,
1 should say, than 4 or 5 tons annually.
There are not many places about here
where they can produce ib: Mr, Gale's
and Cattle Chosen, and my own place,
and Mr. Layman’s, and Mr. Re‘}'ncr}ds'—
that's about the extent of the butter-
producing area.” Another question put
to him was this: “ Do you think the in-
creased production not only of dairy but
other produce would justify the construe-
tion of a railway ?” His answer was:
“I should be very sorry to invest my
moneyin the railway; Idon’t believearail-
way between here and Perth would pay for
a generation. That's my belief, and I'm
afraid a good many persons are of the
same opinion privately, and advocate it
merely for the sake of the expenditure
which would come in its train, while in
course of construction.” Then he was
asked another question: “You don’t
think, at any rate, there would be a
largely increased production, if a railway
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were made between here and Perth?” | of agriculture —as regards wheat and

His answer was: *“I really don't seec
that there would. Nearly all the dairy
land is now in the hands of private individ-
uals.”  Then comes another question:
“Dairy produce is not everything; there’s
potatoes, for instance, and cattle, and
other marketable products 7" To which
be replied: *“We can send everything
now, except cattle, by steamer, except
for the inconvenience of shipping at
night; and cattle go nearly as well
by road as by rail, though not so quickly.
As to potatoes, I do not think the cul-
tivation of potatoes could be very largely
increased. I think the production of
potatoes ruinous to many of our farmers;
they put every ounce of manure on their

other land. Under any cirenmstances,
potato growing is a very hazardous
business. No doubt there is plenty of
swamp land, but the cost of elearin

would be something tremendous, an

there’s the additional difficulty of getting
men to do it.”
answer was the cream of the lot: “As
for iucreased settlement, I don’t think
there is much room for it in this district:
I don't know where they would go, so
far as I have seen of the country. Of
course I am referring to unoccupied
Crown land, and not to land in the hands
of private individnals There is some
splendid lapd in the Wellington district
up to Bupbury, but this side of Quin-
dalup is very different country—low
swamps.” Then the question was asked
him: “Would you undertake to send
up 100 fowls & month at 1s. a piece ?”
He replied: “I would not; the difficulty
we have here is there is no one who will
undertake to ship them for you.” This
was the district where it was proposed to
take this railway. Amnother question he
was asked was: “Have you had any
experience in the way of horse-breeding
on your estate.” The answer was: “I
have tried to breed draught stock, but
of late years there is no one to buy. We
are all sellers. We are like so many
sharks, all ready to live on one another.
You cannot sell anything unless you
send it away, and it's a question
whether the expense would repay
you.” The last question he was asked
was: “To what cause or causes do you
attribute the apparently dejected state

The next part of the

cereal cultivation —in this district ?"
His answer was: “I think the main
cause of agriculture being, so to say,
pon-existent in this part of the district
is there being so little land fit for it."”
That was the district the proposed mil-
was going to serve. [Mr. RicHARDSON :
That is only the evidence of one man;
read some of the other evidence.] The
hon, member said it was only the evi-
dence of one mau. He would read from
the evidence of avother wituess, Mr,
Guerrier, a very old settler. [Mr, Ricu-
arpsonN: He is too old; read the evi-
dence of Mr. Gale.] He is too young.
Mr. Guerrier was asked this question:

- “What do you think of the capabilities
potato crop, to the detriment of their .

of the district for danryingr” The
answer was: “The district has almost
given up its mind to dairying instead of
cultivation, but the yield is nothing ke
what it used to be. Forty years ago I
have known 3,900 1bs. of butter got from
36 cows during the season. Somehow
or other the district seems to have
deteriorated in that respect. Taken alto-
gether there is too much scrub.” In
answer to another question the same
witness said: “When I came here
forty years ago, there was plenty of
wheat grown, and sold at 3s. 6d. a
bushel ; now you cannot get a bushel of
wheat grown in the district, hardly, at
any price,” He was also asked as to
this very ratlway: “ As to the proposed
railway, you think there is no encowr-
agement to run it into this district?”

is reply was: “I should be very sorry
to give any false evidence, for the
sake of getting a railway imto the dis-
trict; but if it was coming out of my
own pocket I should say let it stand. I
should be very sorry to have any shares
in it.” That was the opinion of some of
the leading farmers of the district to
which it was proposed to build this
railway. In the face of evidence like
that, how could he support this line?
This same witness was also asked this
question: * You are a practical wman,
what do you think is the smallest area of
land, such as is now open for selection,
upon which a farmer counld make a decent
living by farming ?” His answer was
this: “I don’t kmow of a place where a
new-comer could get, on which to attempt
to get o living. I am not aware that
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there is any land about here open for
selection upon which a man could carn a
livelihood.” There was aunother witness
who was formerly u member of this
House, Mr. Layman. He was asked this
question: “Can you assign any reason
why you abandoned wheat growing?”
The answer was: “I can import flour
cheaper than I can grow it; it was
merely a matter of pounds, shillings, and
pence.” Yet this was the district to
which they were asked now to have a
railway built!
more of the same kind of evidence, und in
the fuce of what he had read to the Honse
he thought members would excuse him if
he said he could not support this railway.
He did not consider he should be doing
his duty to the colony if he supported a
proposal to build a railway to a district
where the people who lived in the district
gave such evidence as that. Possibly the
information which the Government might
be in a position to place before them
might induce him to support a portion of
this line. If he opposed the Government
in this matter or any other work it would
not be out of any factious opposition.
What he should endeavor to do would
be to do what he considered would be in
the best interests of the Colony. It had
been said that the great object we ought
to have in view was the development of
agriculture. When they came to bear in
mind the railways already built for the
same purpose, by the Government and
also the Great Southern Railway, and
again the Midland Railway, all built for
the development of agriculture, and the
millions of acres of land already avail-
able for that purpose, he thought we had
better wait and see what the effect of
these railways would be upon agricul-

tural settlement before attempting any |
© proving these

more railways for the same object. He
thought that before we did any more in
the way of stimulating agriculture we
ought to do something to provide a con-
suming population ; and he thought the
best way of doing that wounld be to
develop our mineral resources. If the
Government, were satisfied that the
Eastern goldfields were a permanency,
and that the prospects of the fields were
such as to warrant them in building a
railway to them, he thought that would
be one of the most important works that
should be carried out, and that af the
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very earliest date. Such a line would be
in the interests of the pastoralists,
agriculturists, and the whole community.
Nothing would tend more to aftract
people into the colony than the develop-
ment of our mineral resources. If we
had a large consuming population, he
should then be glad to do everything he
could to develop agricultural settlement
and the cultivation of the soil; but with
a limited number of consumers he thought
it would be unwise to go too far in this
direction. With regard to harbor works
at Fremantle, he thought it was nearly
time something was done in that direc-
tion. It was a question to his mind of
how much we could afford to spend at
the present time. "We had an enormous
territory and a very sparse population.
With our present population, after rais-
ing this loan, it would take one-third of
our present revenue to pay the interest
on our public debt. He quite acknow-
ledged that our population was likely
to increase, and that the burden would
be correspondingly lighteuned: still we
would be very considerably taxed. So
far as taxation was concerned, we were
already taxed through the Customs
pretty well as high as we could bear.
If people found they could not live here
as cheaply as they could elsewhere, they
would not settle amongst us; that was
very certain. There were other works
imcluded in the schedule before them
which would have to be cavefully con-
sidered. He thought the interests of the
North would have to be taken into con-
sideration ; the people of the Northern
districts suffered greal ncouvenience
from the absence of facilities to get their
produce shipped ; and he was very glad
to find that the Government proposed to
have a dredge for the purpose of im-
shipping places. He
thought that would be one of the most
useful works that could be undertaken,
not only in these Southern parts but all
along the coast. He only hoped that
when the Government brought forward
their Bill they would be able to satisfy
the House as to these works being likely
to be reproductive; at any rate, he
thought the House would want a great
deal of information with regard to some
of them before they would be justi-
fied in sanctioning them. He rather re-
gretted that paragraph 12 had not been



B4  Governor's Opening Speech :

omitted from the Speech. Having said
that, he did not propose to read the
paragraph.

Mz. QUINLAN said that while he
must confess that he had been somewhat
surprised at the magnitude of the policy
set forth by the Government, he thought

it would be acceptable to the public in

general. He could not without further
mmformation give it his entire support, in
respect to many of the items mentioned
as part of the Ministerial policy; at the
same time he must say he considered it
on the whole a good one and certainly a
progressive one, and one that members
should, so far as they could, assist the
Grovernment in carrying out. He regret-
ted that no mention was made in the
Speech of any proposed amendment of
the Coustitution, by the abolition of the
property qualification of the members of
that House, and the extension of the
franchise. Of course these were ques-
tions that would have to come forward in
due course, and he should then be pre-
pared to express his opinion upon them.
In his own humble opinion, legislation
could do much in this direction to add to
the contentment of the people as regards
their new Constitution, and for that
reason he was sorry that no reference
was made to the subject in the Gover-
nor's Speech. With this notable ex-
ceplion he thought he could give the
Ministerial policy or programme his un-
qualified support, provided he was satis-
fied with the information which they
were promised when the Loan Bill came
before them. On this, his first occasion
of addressing the House, he did not in-
tend to trespass at any length upon
the time of the House. He was not
a man of many words. When each item
came before them in the Loan Bill he
should not fail in giving his vote for
what he conceived to be in the best
interests of the colony. Some hon. mem-
*bers seemed to think that the amount
which the Government proposed to bor-
row was not enough; others thought it
was too much. To his mind it was about
what he had expected, if the Ministry
were going to carry out a liberal policy of
public works. He thought the amount
ghould not be less, at any rate. He was
agreeably surprised to find them coming
forward with such a bold and vigorous
policy.
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Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion} said he
found himself rising to address the
House at a rather late stage in the de-
bate, and, necessarily at this late stage,
the ground having been well traversed
by those who preceded him, he would
have less to say than he would have had
under ordinary circumstances. A great
deal had been said, in the first place, by
one gentleman on the opposite side of
the House, who, while disclaiming the
position atiributed to him as leader of
the Opposition, seemed at any rate to
arrogate to himself the role and the
attributes of that leadership, —a great
deal had been said by that hon. member
and by other members on the same side
of the House and also on this side of the
House, as fo the surprise created in their
minds by what they were pleased to term
the bold and vigorous policy of the
Government, He should like to read a
few words from the 3rd paragraph of
His Excellency’s Speech, m which His
Excellency complimented them upon the
great change that His Excellency anti-
cipated, and the many benefits which he
believed the colony would derive from the
adoption of the present form of Govern-
ment. As His Excellency remarked, “all
hearts in the old country are in sympathy
with you at this important moment,” and
not only in the old ¢ountry hut also in
the other colonics, He would read His
Excellency’s own words: “The Queen
“herself,” His Excellency said, * has been
“ graciously pleased to express the warm-
“est interest in your welfare; her Min-
“ isters wish you well; politicians watch
“with interest the exfension of Parlia-
“ mentary Government to the last of the
“ Australian provineces which can ever
“receive it; numbers of intending set-
“tlers, attracted by recent diseussions
“and events, are probably at this moment
“ turning their attention to your shores;
“and last, but not least, we have the
“ sympathy and good-will of the neighbor-
“ing Bastern (%olonies, whose support
“and assistance were so valuable to us in
* connection with the recent change, and
“who see in that change, as we do our-
“ gselves, a further step towards the ulti-
“ mate federation of Australasia” With
the eyes of the world so to speak turned
upon us, was this the time to adopt
a timid and balting policy ? Tid these



