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fortunately now the bud has bloomed and it
will be a ditlicult matter to pluck it. I have
no intention of speaking disparagingly
about the railway officials, becanse T know
that in the service there are many, not old
men either, who are quite capable of taking
the position in hand and coping with it.
There should be some means whercby these
o.ficials should be given the opportunity to
display their ability in this direction. There
is plenty of scope for them here. In Vie-
toria the Minister for Railways said re-
cently that the Transport Bill he intended
to introduce would provide for co-ordination
of rail, tram and motor services, and that an
advisory committee representing those three
interests would be appointed and would as-
sist the mimistry of transport. This is what
should be done in Western Australia. I do
not intend to labour the subject because the
Minister for Works has already announced
his intention to submit an amendment to the
Traffic Act and I can only hope that what-
ever is done will be on the lines that I have
_ suggested. It would not be right for me to
conclnde my remarks without making some
reference to the Bunbury harbowr. This
will be the “umteenth” time on which I shall
have alluded to the subject. With all due
respect to those who are urging the con-
stroction of the outer harbour scheme at
Fremantle, 1 contend that whatever atten-
tion is given to the harbour at Bunbury will
b2 money more than well spent. Moreover,
the interest on the money that will be re-
quired for the Fremantle scheme will com-
plete the Bunbury proposal which is more
Justified.

Mr. Angelo: Do you suggest transferring
the trade from Fremantle to Bunbury?

My. WITHERS : No. We heurd last night
the word “subsidiary” used on a number
of occasions by the member for Murchison.
We might class Bunbury as subsidiary to
Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: I thonght you
were satisfled about Bunbury after my
recent visit.

Mr. WITHERS: T should like the Gov-
ernment seriously to consider the question
heranse it is costing something like €12,000
a veur to keep the harbour dredwed to the
veguired depth.

Mr. Barnard: But you have no tnnber go-
iny out from Bunbury harbour now.

. way.
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Mr. WITHERS: The wonderful thing
about the South-West is that althongh we
may lose trade in respect of one of our pro-
dusts, we have other a~sets. Although it
i not a wheat-growing distriet, Bunbury

. wets a fair proportion of the wheat that i-

arown in the surrounding territo.y. Already
we have had a record shipment this year of
vver a million bugs from the port und there
i« still a lot stacked there. The very fact
that the export of timber is iess will not
deter the progiess ot the South-West in any
You cannot stop the advuncement of
that part of the State, Cut out timber and
something else takes its place. Some of the
money that is reguired for Fremantle ought
to be spent at Bunbury. Timber is a dim-
inishing asset for the time being only, but
there are other products being skipped from
the port. Now we bave established the Mt
Lvell and Cuming Smith superphosphate
works, and vessels conveying phosphatic
rock put info the harbour once a month o1
more. These two companies will materially
assist to keep the port going snd there is
no reason why the harbour should not re-
ceive consideration at the hands of the Gov-
ernment. I trust when the debate on the
Address-in-reply is concluded we shall get
seriously down to business and that the Gav-
ermuent will be able to place belore us pro-
posals whieh will show that there is o way
by which the ledger ean be squared othex
than by the pefty means to whieh 1 referred
at the heginning of my remarks. I hopt
the Government will get down Lo the busi-
ness of the State’s reguirements and that
the depression will be lifted to a great ex-
tent with the aid of the measurces that may
be brought down.

MR, PATRICK (Greenough) [5.55]: 1
should like to add my congratulations tc
those of the other speakers on your appoint-
ment, Sir, to the Speakership, and I have
no doubt you will worthily uphold the tradi.
tions of vour high oflive. Coming as might
be said direct from the plough to this Par-
liament T feel a certain amount ot diflidence
in addressing hon. members, hut I am fuarte
fied by the knowledge that I am represent.
ing not only the largest agriewltural clee
torate in the State, hut one which iz not the
least in fmportance. 1 am also proud (o
be u representative of the Countiyr Party,
awd it is peenlinrly appropriate thnt the von
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stituency should have a Couniry Party rep-
resentative. [ should like, however, to pay
a tribute to the good work done by the for-
mer member for Greenough (Mr. Kennedy).
I eame into frequent eontact with Mr. Ken-
nedy in eonnection with local Government
affairs and I always found him inost atten-
tive to his duties and most conscientious
in the performance of whatever task he un-
dertook. Ii is also pleasing to rccollect that
that hon. member voted against & measure
which is regarded in the agricoltural dis-
triets as being very unfair. I allude tv the
Redistribution of Seats Aet. I have had the
opportunity of reading the speeches of the
ex-I>remier in which he stressed ihe import-
ance of the agricultural industry to Western
Australia, and in which he declared ihat our
future prosperity depended on thal indus-
try, and so forth. At the same time 1 think
the hon. gentleman clearly recognised thal
the future of his own party lay in the big
centres of population in the State. A Re-
distribution of Seats Bill was inevitable. The
gold mining industry had declined until it
had become a shadow of its form.er great-
ness. Many gold mining towns had practi-
cally disappeared and the result was a great
decrease in the mining population. On the
other hand, the agriculiural industry has
advaneed uulil it has become 1 lcading fae-
tor in the State’s progress. In fact, nearly
all our increase of wealth and population
in recent years has heen due to agricnlture.
Yet we find the former Government abol-
ished five goldfields electovates anl gave them
all to the metropolitan aren. That was not
the only bad feature of the measure. There
was the difference in the quotas of agrieul-
tural and mining, to the primary industries.
I ask the House to econsider for one moment
the immense area of the new Greenongh elee-
torate. It extends to the Murchizor River
on the north, east some 40 miles of Mullewa
on the Cue line, south nearly to Dalwallinu
in the Wongan distriet and to Watheroo in
the Midland district. And yet this immense
territory containing nearly 6,000 clectors re-
turns one member to Parliament, while the
compuct area covered by Kalgacrlie and
Boulder with 1,000 electors returvs four, I
hope that the present Government before
their term is up, will introduce a new
Redistribution of Seats Bill to make
at least an equitable adjustment of
the mining and agriculiural auotas.

M

It is a mockery of political representation
to say that 2,000 odd electors in & com-
pact area like Kalgoorlie and Boulder
shall return a member of Pajliament as
against 4,000 electors in a widely-seattered
farming district.

Mr. Panton: To say nothing of 9,000 in
the Leederville distriet.

Mr. PATRICK: And 4,000 in Mg Haw-
thorn. Another matter requiring adjust-
ment is that of the Legislative Couneil boun-
daries which should be brought into line
with those of the Assembly. While on mat-
ters electoral, let mie refer to the residential
quatification of an elector. [ think it was
when Newton Moore’s Government was in
power that the residential cualifieation of
an elector was reduced from ihree months
to one month, but it remained for the Col-
lier Government to show how it was pos-
sible, by rushing a number of casual workers
from the city info country electorates—and
this in spite of the faet that any number
of men were available in the electorates
—to disfranchise an clectorate for three
years. I hope the Government will ensuve
that there is no recurrence of that sort of
thing by raising the residential qualifiention
from one month to three nionths. 'There is
no doubt that the great question to be con-
sidered is the finaneial position, The Gov-
ernment are faced with a very grave situ-
ation and, in spite of the views of the
Upposition, that situation bas materially
altered sinee April last. We need only to
read the newspapers to realise how even
daily it is altering as regards the position
with the Federal Ministry., When the mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. Kerineally) was
speaking about district allowanees lo rail-
way employees, 1 interjected that a some-
what similar course was being adopted by
the Labour Government in South Awustralia,
The hon. member, rather nukindly T think,
suggested that I was wrong as nsval. If he
had consulted one of his enlleagues, the
member for Coliie, he could have *old him
that I belong to A race of people who are
not in the habit of making statoments,
unless they can be proved by easily demon-
strable facts. The only difference is that
the Government in South Australia have
gone a long way further than have the
(Government here, There was & report in
the Press about the opening of a case before
the Arbitration Court to which the Com-
missioners of Railways in several of the
States were parties. I think the Leader of
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the Opposition is correct in his conteation
that this matter has nothing to do with
the Commissioners of Railways but is
purely a matter for the Government. When
the case was opened, the Commissioners
pointed to the huge losses being incurred by
railways and tramways, and asked to be
relieved of an undertaking given by them
not to disturb the conditions of the men.
The Governments had given an undertaking
not to disturb the conditions, but application
was being made to the eourt for relief from
the undertaking. My. Hall represented the
Commissioners and said that unless the
court prevented them from reducing wages
and increasing hours, the Commissioners
proposed to adopt that course. They in-
tended to go a long way further than the
Government of this State contemplate, for in
addition {o inereasing hours, thuy proposed
to reduce the wages. Mr, Hill, the Premier
of South Australia, is very disgusted be-
eause he has to go to the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court at all. When he returned from
the meeting of the Loan Council, he made
a comprehensive speech to the South Aus-
tralian Assembly, in which he denounced
the Federal tariff and the Federal sales
tax in terms which would have gladdened
the heart of any Western Australian seces-
sionist. Jn the course of his speeeh he
said—

Our industries are prevented from thriving
by the ever-growing pressure of the tariff. Our
standards in education, health and social ger-
viee are set by States grown rich through our
impoverishment. When we seek to cut our
coat according to the short length of eloth left

ug, we find we are prevented by Federal in-
strumentalities and actions.

That is, the Government were prevented by
Federal instrumentalities from reducing
wages and inereasing hours on the rail-
ways. Anpother matter dealt with by the
member for South Fremantle was the pro-
posed Federal wheat pool. The hon. mem-
ber referred to the condition of the
farmers, and seemed to blame members on
this side of the House for not having sup-
ported the Commonwealth proposal. If the
Federal Government had succeeded in got-
ting their wheat pool proposal through,
they would have been ready to re-
pudiate it by now. Taking the pre-
sent price of wheat at sidinps, a gnaran-
tee of 4s5. a bushel would have cost
the ecountry something like £12.(:00,000,
that is, £6,000,000 to the Common-
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wealth Government and £6,000,000 to tke
States goncerned. On & quarter basis, the
cost to this State would have been £1,250,-
000 on a normal crop. The hon. member
said that if the gnarantee had been adopted,
the difference could have been spread over
the whole community, instead of requiring
the farmer to bear the whole of the loss.
I do not know how the hon. member would
have raised the £1,250,000. whether by extra
taxation or in some other way, but if it had
been spread over the whole of the commuan-
ity by way of charging an additional price
for wheat for local consumption, it would
have been necessary to charge at least 10s.
per bushel. I do not think the hon. member’s
constituents wonld have approved of that.
It is interesting to recall that Mr. Parker
Moloney’s wheat pool proposal went before
the electors at the last election, and I do not
know that the Collier (Government gave any
lead in the matter. According to Press re-
ports, replies were received by the Federal
Minister from every State excepting West-
ern Australia. I know it was a burning
question at the time, because I was asked my
attitude to it at every meeting in the, coun-
try. The ex-Premier went through my clee-
torate during the eampaign, and I give him
credit for this, that he, unlike some members
in the Eastern States, did not promise the
farmers 4s, or 5s, a bushel for their wheat.
When he was asked at Carnamah whether
he favoured the wheat pool, he replied that
personally he was against it. Considering
that the ex-Premier was opposed fo a Fed-
eral wheat pool and that the present Pre-
mier, the Leader of the Nationalist Party,
was also opposed to it, I do not think there
would have heen a ghost of u chanee of get-
ting it approved by this Parliament, even
if it had been passed hy the Federa]l Par-
liament. There is no doubt about the
gravity of the financial situation, For
the last 12 years, speaking  gener-
slly, and this applies especially to the
cities, Australians have been having a good
time. Not only have we not paid our way,
but we have created with loan money an arti-
ficial prosperity, and have set up standards
which, with the fall in the prices of primary
produets and a drying up of loan funds,
threaten to topple in ruins. The old-fash-
ioned and sane idea of Governments paying
their way seems to have gone out with the
war. Western Australia, as compared with
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the other Stales, kkas had an unprecedented
rea of pood seasons. According to Mr.
Bruce Leske, of Kellerberrin, the eastern dis-
tricts have never had such a run of wet
winters. et no provision has been made for
lean years. One Government has merely
boasted that its deficit has not been so great
as that of its predecessor. Governments have
borrowed money and expended if, sometimes
not too wisely, and then have borrowed more
money to assist to pay the interest on their
previous borrowings. If you, Mr. Speaker,
and I went fo a banker to raise a loan—it
would be a forlorn hope at the moment—but
if we succeeded, and then next year said we
were sorry we could not pay the interesf and
would he please lend us more money for that
purpose, how long would we last? Yet Gov-
ernments have been doing that for years,
and what is bad in an individual is just as
bad in a State. 'The financial position is such
that money to be borrowed is only to be used
for works that will give a profitable return.
Many years ago one of the leading planks,
and to my mind the finest plank, of the Lah.
our platform, was that money was to be bor-
rowed for reproductive works only. That
plank appeared in Labour’s platform at
the time of the Daglish Governmest, and
when Mr. Daglisk tried to carry it into
effect, his Governmént was called the mark-
time Government. Had Labour carried out
that plank right through up to the present,
Australia would not be in the bad finaneial
position she occupies at present.

Mr. Willcock: Only the Labour Party?

Mr. PATRICK : Both parties, but Labour
members have done their share of borrowing.
Expenditure is to be closely watehed in
future to ensure that we get value for every
penny spent. Economically, all is not well,
and we have now to knuckle down
and acknowledge the fact. We seem
to be the last nation in the world
to come fo the reorganisation pro-
cess and pget back to mnormal. This
is largely due to the fact that for a number
of years, Australia has been loan drunk and
the prices for her primary products have
been at high levels. From 1913 to last year,
exports from Australia, mostly primary pro-
duets, have more than doubled in value,
though actually the quantity exported has
not been a great deal more. Now falling
prices have reduced Australia’s income by
from £30,000,000 to £40,000,000, in addition
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to which money is difficult to borrow, and
the rate of interest bas gone up. Austraha
is staggering under an enormous burden of
debt amounting te some £1,100,000,000, and
over £30,000,000 has to be sent overseas every
year to pay interest on that portion of the
money owing abroad. This inferest can be
paid only by exports, which are prineipally
primary products, and as prices have fallen,
production must be increased. Every Aus-
tralian party now admits that the position is
serious, To my mind the position is that we
have £30,000,000 to £40,000,00 less to spend,
owing to the fall in prices, and prohably an-
other £30,000,000 to £40,000,000 less owing
to the impossibility of borrowing. If theex-
isting standards are to be maintained wilh
the present production and present condi-
tions, then a section of our people nre going
to be employed at good wages while another
section are going to be permanently unetn-
ployed It is impossible to draw a guart of
beer out of a pint pot, and it is equally im-
possible to escape lhe fact that if we render
an industry unprofitable, we inevitably cre-
ate unemployment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. PATRICK: Before tea I was refer-
ring to pessimism. There are different kinds
of pessimists and optimists. The late
Thomas Hardy, the great English writer, is
supposed to have been a confirmed pessimist,
and he gives the following definition:—

Pessimism: My motto is, first correctly
diagnose the complaint, and ascertain the
cause, then set about finding 2 remedy.

Optimism: The motto of the optimist is,
‘“Blind the eyes to the real malady, and use
empirieal panaceas to suppress the symptoms.’?

There are many of this type of optimist in
Australia to-day, especially in the Federal
sphere. There seems to be an aversion on
the part of politicians, or there has been in
the past, to put the facts before the people.
They seem to prefer as Sir Thomas Hardy
says, “Empirical panaceas to blind the eyes
of the people to the real facts.” The posi--
tion reminds me of a little story I came
across some time ago. It is about an Irish
schoolmaster. He was addressing bhis class
and he said he would give a shilling to the
bay or girl who could tell him the name of
the greatest man who ever lived. One child
said Napoleon, another referred to some
other notability, another to Sir James Mit-
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chell, and so on. At last one little Jew boy
said he could answer the question, and
named St. Patrick. ~Yon are right, my
boy,” said the teacher, and handed him the
shilling, “but how did you eome to think of
the great man’s name?’ “Well,” said the
little Jew hoy, “it was this way; right down
in the bottom of my heart T knew it was
Moses, but business is business.” So it has
been with many of our politicians. Right
down in the bottom of their hearts they have
known the facts of the position but they
were not game to state them. The remedy
seems to lie not 50 mueh in a reduetion of
wage costs, although to a certain extent that
is inevitable, hut in a reduction of costs by
inereased produetion. There is something
vitally wrong with Australia. We are
a strong und virile race capable of hold-
ing our own with any other nation. In the
last few years we have been slipping badly,
especially with other Dominions such as
Canada and New Zealand. In Australia we
have a protective tariff, and have had it for
vears, and yet we ecannot ship a pound’s
worth of manufactured goods ontside the
country. Canada has built up a large ex-
port trade in manufactured goods. That
Dominion ean put a binder into Awustralia
in competition with our own makers, after
paying duty and charges amounting to at
least £30. There must be something wrong
with the country when that sort of thing
can happen. According to the implement
maker, Mr. McKay, wages are just as high
in Canada as, or higher than, they are in
Australia, despite the fact that Canada has
no basie wage and no elahorate arbitration
laws. There is certainly not so much inter-
ruptien in Canada through strikes and dis-
putes. In 1927—the last year from which
I can obtain the figunres—there were in Can-
ada 79 disputes, and 22000 men lost 165,000
working days. In Australia, where idealists
instituted the system of arbitration, with
which to abolish strikes, there were 200,000
men involved in 441 strikes, sind they lost
1.713,581 days. New Zealand is in a far
more prosperous econdition that we are.
That Dominion has no difficulty in borrow-
ing money in London and its finances are in
a sound condition. It also recogmises the
value of primary production. Tn its taxa-
tion measures it provided r total exemption
on all incomes earned by any owner of land
from the direct use or eunltivation of it. The
farmer paid no income tax. In the Bud-
cef that was introduced a few wecks ago
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this has been altered, but making an income
tax payable only in the case of land where
the unimproved value is over £7,500. That
would exempt practivally all the farmers in
this country. .\nstralia ean only advance
by increased production, and this can only
be brought shout by an increase in produe-
tion per head of the people. To ignore the
economie factor as to the ability of an in-
dustry to pay the wages asked can also only
lead to unemployment. What shall it profit
a man if he gain a high arbitration award
and loses his job! I remember in my young
dlays, when the Wallaroo and Moonta mines
were working in South Australia. It was a
prosperous community there. Every men
owned his own house and evervone was con-
tented. They had o system there whereby
wages were affected by the price of copper.
Waves rose or fell automatically as the price
of the metal rose or fell. The Australian
Workers’ Union then came along and or-
ganised the miners. The Arvbitration Court
wave them a splendid award, but the mines
were elased down and have never since been
opened. We have a country rich in gold,
silver, copper, tin, ete. and yet mining
is praetieally at a standstill. If our metals
existed in any other eountry they would be
warked, and would he emploving thousands
of men, and be the means of establishing
secondary industries in the manufacture of
machinery, ete. Becanse the cost of pro-
duetion is high from various causes, the
mines in Australia remain closed. This
leads to further unemployment. Apparently
only onr farmers are experted to suffer a
reduction of 50 per cent. in their eamings
and wages, and still carry on. I put it to
memnhers opposite who nwn farming proper-
ties, if the same rate and conditions were
to apply to farmers, or men working on the
farms, as apply to the men handling wheat
on the railways and the wharves, how long
would they retain possession of their farms?

Hon, W, D. Johnson: The two things are
not comparable. One is a seasonal occupa-
tion and the other is a permanent one.

My, PATRICK: Tt is a matter of the rate
of wages. The same thing would apply te
any other industry., If it were applied to
the farming indnstry it would close down,
and if that happened, the resnlt would be
chaos and ruin to Australia.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Very few farmers
pay less than the basic wage to-day.

AMr. P;\TR]('I(' 1 da not t}‘link niany
pay it.
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Mr, Panton: That is & very sane admis-
sion.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: In my district we
pay £2 10s. a week and keep. That is equal
to the basic wage.

Hon. P. Collier:
busic wage.

Mr. PATRICK: I am referring to the
average throughout the State. I wish to
refer to our wretched arbitration laws,
which attempt to pnt every man on the
same basis.

My, Panton: They do nothing of the sort.

My, McCallum: You do not know what
xon are talking about.

Mr. PATRICK: They put every man on
the same level.

My, Panton: On the same minimum.

Hon. 1'. Collier: You had better stick
to farming.

My, MeCallum: And talk about something
vou understand.

Mr. PATRICK: 1t does not matter
whether & minimum is fixed or not, it be-
comes the wage for the industry.

Mr. MeCallum: The Arbitration Court
does not do that.

Mr. PATRICIC: If the shearers worked
on a dailv wage, what sort of tally would
we get? . What inecentive would there be
for the fastest man to shear any more sheep
than the slowest man in the team? I re-
member when 1 was on the platform for the
first time, six vears ago, I referred to the
great expense of elearing on the group set-
tlemepts by means of day labour. The irony
of the thing lies in this, that when the Mit-
cliell Government went out of office and the
Collier Government came in, the new Gov-
ernment abolished the system of day lzbour
clearing on the groups, and introduced that
of piece work or contract. When speaking
on this question in the Legislative Council,
Mr. Thomas Moore, who was a Labour mem-
ber for the Central Province, and a member
of the Group Settlemeni Royal Commission,
quoted the remarks of a group foreman, who
indicated that after a time the good men
fell back to the pace of the slow men, and
the whole husiness came down to the pace
of the slowest man. On this point Mr., Moore
said that any man who was working amongst
men must know that was quite true. He
said, “If you have a gang of men not work-
ing on their own blocks, it will be found rhat
the slow men amongst them will regulate
the pace of the work of the others.” That

1 pay more than the
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is quite true. Human nature is the same
everywhere, just as it is on the groups. The
principle applies almost throughout every
industry in Australia, If a bricklayer can
luy 400 bricks a day and receives the same
1ate of pay as the man who can lay 1,000,
and iT the employer continnes to pay the
fast worker only at the same rate as the
slow worker, the 1,000-brick a day man will
drop down to the 400. He would be a mug
if he did otherwise. Thus building eost
o up, and higher rentals folow from these
inereased costs.

Hon. W. D. Johuson: They always lay
bricks by piece work.

Mr. PATRICK: When speaking on this
question in the Federal Arbitration Court
in 1924 Mr. Justice Powers, the President
o that tribunal, who knew well what he was
talking ahout, said—

My duty is to prevent strikes as far as pos-
sible, and give fair rates and conditions to
both parties, The court eunnot, in my opinion,
do unything that wonid prevent strikes awl
give to the workers the value of their work to
the employers, more than to induce the workers
to avcept picce work rates fixed by this court.
The members would increase their incemes amd
get what they elaim, some share of the profits
miade by the employers with their assistance.

Further on the judge said—

No unienist whe has bad piece werk rates

fixed by this court wounld dream of going back
to the old wages system under which men can-
not improve their positions, or rise from the
one dead level of labourer or fitter, or whatever
work they may be at.
At MeKay’s implement works in Vietoria
most of the work is done on piece work,
and the men earn good wages. I understand
that Mr. MeKny proposed to establish works
in Westerm Australia, but the union here
objected to the Vietorian conditions. I,
therefore, followed that works which would
have employed many Western Australians
at good wages, and which would have saved
many pounds to our farmers, were retained
to Vietoria.

Mr. Panton: The union only asked them
tn comply with the laws of the Iland.

Mr. PATRICK: Members may say we
have our own State Implement Works here.
I have heard hon. members say we ought
to use loeal produets. T am acquainted
with a considerable number of Lahour farm-
ers in my electorate, but T do not know of
a single one who uses a State Implement
Works machine,
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Mr. Sleeman: You cannot have looked
round very much, because I know ome in
your district who wuses State Implement
Works machines.

Mr. PATRICK: In that case, he is un-
common. I know one centre where the
farmers are all Labour supporters, and yet
there is not & State Implement Works
machine among the lot.

Mr. Sleeman: As a matter of fact, a
farmer in your district used one of the first
harvesters built by the State Implement
Works, aud he is still using it.

Mr, PATRICK: That may be so. I am
speaking of men within my own knowledge.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: I have a State har-
vester which I have been using for years
and years.

Mr. PATRICK: It is really marvellous
how inefficient State enterprises can be.
MeKay starts in Vietoria in a small black-
smith’s shop, with practically no -eapital,
and gradually, over a series of years, builds
up a business which makes him a millionaire.
The State Tmplement Works started in
Western Australia with all the experience
that MeKay had gradually lo acquire, and
with ample capital; and yet this State un-
dertaking makes a Iameptable finaneial mess.
Adnittedly McKay had a good thing in the
tariff, but the State Implement Works here
enjoyed not only the benefit of the tariff,
but also the advantage of interstate freight,
equivalent to at least £15 on a harvester.
I can give another example from Queens-
land. Either Mr. Theodore or Mr. Ryan—
I forget which-—said to himself, “This pas-
toral business is highly profitable”; and he
proceeded to acquire or resume station after
station, which his own Government ran at
enormons loss, and which succeeding Gov-
ernments, Labour and otherwise, have heen
gradually getting out of at further heavy
lesses. In fact, I noticed in the Press recently
that the final station had been sold and that
the total loss was £1,900,000. It takes our
awn Government all its time to make a pro-
fit out of State hotels in good towns where
they have a monopoly of the trade and every-
body knows that to be a highly profitable
game.

Mr. Panton: We shall have to =text a
drink-more-beer eampaign.

Mr. PATRICK: The money wasted in
State enterprises would have been Y%notter
employed in opening up country avd mok-
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ing for that increased production which Mr.
Scullin declares to be vitally needed in order
to save Australia. To reduece production
costs, taxation on the primary producer must
be reduced. The wheat grower is urged to
grow more wheat, in effect to work longer
hours, to ‘“scorn delights and live luborious
days.” How, then, can any Government jus-
tify the many privileges and concessions
which were given to our Publie Service at a
time when prices were high, and which even
then were made possible only with the assist-
ance of borrowed money? I repeat, taxa-
tion will have to he brought down. With
regard to the land tax, previous Govern-
ments removed the exemption of £250 and
doubled the rate of tax. On top of that
came a State vermin tax. On top of that
again there came fresh valvations, raising
the valuations of our lands to at least dou-
ble, on the average, and thus making the
tax four times as great. The increased valu-
ation of our lands does not cause them lo
produce any meore. In fact, the new valu-
ations were made at a time when the prices
of all primary products were at the very
top. If a new valuation were made on the
basis of the selling values of farms—as it
should he—quite a different tale would be
told. Yet I understand that the new valua-
tions, under the law, must remain for three
years in the case of one Governmen., and
for five years in the ecase of the other. Z'en
we have two income taxes to pay: that is,
if we are lucky. I da not think Lhe farmers
will be paying any income tax (his year.
In New Zesland, as I have already men-
tioned, there is no income tax as regards
the farmer, The present Government should
ns soon as possible carry out their promise
to reduce the land tax by 50 per cent., and
amend the law so that the farmer will only
pay land tax or income tax, whichever may
be the greater. An idea seems to be preva-
lent, especially in Federal cireles. that high
taxation in liea of reduced expenditure can
save the present situation. Taxation is no
remedy, for it can reach a point when in-
dustry begins to collapse. Thus, laxation—
as it has proved in the case of Federal taxa-
tion—ean defeat its own end. The position
to-day is that the prices of wheat and wool
are back on the pre-war basis. At a time
when wheat and wool values were high, agri-
cultural machinery more than doubled in
price. All building meterials inereased in



{11 Sepremser, 1930.]

price. Railway freights increased. Taxa-
tion inereased. The cost of workers’ com-
pensation went sky high. Wages and con-
ditions generally were vastly improved. High
prices for primary produets, with the assist-
ance of loan money, carried all these in-
creases, The farmer, who was not exactfy
making a fortmne in pre-war times, is now
asked to carry all these additional burdens
with pre-war prices. That is the prob-
lem which Governments have to soive. In
my opinion Australia will never get back
to a sound basis until a bag of wheat or a
bale of wool will purchase the same in essen-
tial commodities as it could purchase in
1913. I notice that Mr. Hughes, speaking
on the gold bonus deputation to the Prime
Minister, declared that only a miracle could
save Australia.

Mr. Panton: He was looking in the mirroer
then.

Mr. PATRICK: Then Mr. Huoghes went
on to talk about the possibility ¢t a new
gold find or an oil discovery. There are
in Anustralia many politizians like Mr.
Hughes—Micawbers waiting for scmething
to furn up.

Mr. Angelo: But Mr. Flughes is now an
extinet voleano.

Mr, PATRICK: What we have to do ig,
in the homely phrase of Mr. Hill, the Pre-
mier of South Australia, eut our coat accord-
ing to our eloth. There are many unem-
ployed in Western Australia to-day, but the
picture shows still seem fo be rak-
ing in large sums of money, and
trots and race meetings still go on
merrily. To the casual man from the
country visiting the city, the -waste
of money is something appalling; and yet,
side by side with that waste, there are pov-
erty and distress. It seems highly doubtful
whether at present wheat growing can he
cartied on profitably without other primary
activities. In my opinion the Government
should give up all idea of a 3,500 farms
scheme and so forth, and concentrate on con-
solidating the farms which are already set-
tled.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Do you include the
new groups in that statement?

Mr. PATRICK: I think quite enough has
been spent on groups already. There are
scores of abandoned farms in good distriets
alongside the railways, farms that should be
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written down and brought back into produc-
tion. In the northern area, wher® there has
been no railway development for years, there
are rich, improved districts such as Balla,
Dartmoor, East Yuna, Mendels, and Won-
goondy, which should have railway communi-
cation before money is spent on sending
farmers out into newer and doubtful areas.
East Yuna has been turned down by the
Railways Advisory Board, but I understand
that the late Government gave a promise that
the board would be sent to the Balla-Dart-
moor area. I do nof think there is much
chance of new railways being built in the
immediate future, but I am desirous of hav-
ing it established in principle that that land
is suitable for railway development when
opportunity offers. If the Government send
the Railways Advisory Board to Balla-Dart-
moor, they should also send them again to
East Yuna, On a recent Sunday Jr. Drew
and I had the opportunity of driving over
and inspecting some of the country which
the Railways Advisory Board, in their pre-
vious report, condemned as absolutely uafit
for wheat growing; and that country was
carrying really splendid crops. Personally
I do not take too much notice of Govern-
ment experts since having heard from Mr.
Drew that the Lands Purchase Board abse-
lutely condemned Mendels and Wongoondy
estates, in my opinion, some of the Bnest land
in Western Australia. Golden opportunities
have also been lost in the past for purchasing
the Midland railway, which rons through
some of the best land in this State. I realise
that at present the finances would not
permit of the purchase of the railway, but L
consider that the Government should make a
proper valuation of the Midland Company's
assels so as to have it ready when funds are
available.

Mr, Withers: If the lands werc taken, the
railway would not be much of an asset. It
would all have to be reconditioned,

Mr. PATRICK: The general manager of
the Midland Company, Mr. Poynton, speak-
ing in Geraldton two or three years ago,
said—

He was not aware that the Government had
made any serious attempt to value the nasseta
of the company. The Government had never
made any attempt to defermine what the pro-
perty was worth, and had never made any
viluation worth considering.
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It the Govermwuent negotiated for thay pro-
perty as I understand they did in the past,
surely they would have had some proper
valuation made ot the compuny s assets, In
wy opinien it would bhave been a good thing
it some of the meney wasted in the South-
Woest bad been spent furthor north, amongs
other things on the purebase of the Mid-
Load Company’s asets,  The South-West is
not the only distriet in Western Australin
suttable lor dairving, There i a large area
nosth ol Perth awl extending heyond (rer-
aldion which, with improvement ol pastures,
aud with top-dressing and the prevision ot
silage and so forth, could carry on dairying
just as profitably as the South-West, and
with a fraction of the eapital expenditure.
There stens Lo be an idea— [ believe it is
largely tostered by the Agrieultural Depart-
ment—that the South-West is the dairying
part of the State, and that the other part is
the sheep and wheat part. In the Eastern
States butter factories are to be found seat-
tered all over the wheat distriets. In fael,
Victoria is said to have more butter factories
outside Gippsland, which is the Vietorian
eyuivalent of our South-West, than in Gipps-
land itself. This development has beeq
Jargely retarded in Western Australia by the
high prices of wheat and wool. However, the
farmers of this State have now {o learn that
they must go in for a greater diversity of
farm praetice if they wish to carry on sue-
cessfully.  Conditions in the country dis-
triets generally should be improved in order
to encourage peaple to live there. A leading
politician of the Eastern States—I do not
remember at the moment who it was—suid

recently that Australia had heen over-
bhorrowing ftor vears, and that far
too mueh money hal  been spent in
providing conveniences for the people
and far too little in making for de-
velopment and  increased  production.

It is a ertme, in my opinion, to spend loan
money on non-reproductive work in the
city while railways are urgently requnired to
open up new areas :n the eonntry istriets,
and when water supplies, schoole and other
incidentals to eivilisation are vequired for
the men and women, with their ohildren,
whe have wone out miles from anvwlere t
develop new holdings. The svmpathy of thix
House should go out every time to those
men and women who are doing so much to
develop this State. T had an exeellent siudy
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in contrasts a few wonths ago. Prior to
commencing wmy election campaign, | read
an aceonnt of a meeting of a pareats and
citizens’ association held in oue cf the lead-
g towns. Oue of the members complained
about the necessity for calsomining the walls
in the school building, which was one of the
finest in the State, equipped with every con-
venience, .\ week later I called at a farm
fo see a man und was told that e was doing
some work al the schoo!l mine or ten miles
cust of the Wongan line. 1 went there
and found four or five settlers busily en-
gaged in erecting the school building. They
had gone two or three sidings down the
line, demolished the old schuol building,
carted the matevial to the railway siding,
placed it on trucks, taken delivery at the
new siding, and were then engaged in re-
erecting the building to the satisfaction of
ihe department and without costing the
State one penny. In passing 1 may adi
that a generous Government charged those
settlers  with the cost of freighting the
malerial for the school over the raihways!
1 was glad to hear the member for Kalgoor-
line (Mr. Cunningham), when referring lo
distriet allowances, mention the difference
hetween the position of eity and country
children with rerard te the University. T
referred to this question on the hustings,
and say again that the University may be a

Sree institution for eity ghildren residing

with their parents, but it ean hardly be
deseribed as such for country children who
have ta pay for their hoard and lodgins
when they come to town. It would be no
great hardship if we asked the peuple in
the metropolitan area, whose childven at-
tend the TUniversity, to contvibute some-
thing towards the cost of upkeep of the in-
stitution, because it seems to be incurring
larger defieits with each sueceeding year.
Most people to-day are talking abont seces-
ston, and this brings me to the fact that
Western Australia, which is essenrially n
primary producing country and will even-
tually he the greatest in the Commonwealth,
has vecently been dealt a series of severe
knocks per medium of the Federal tari¥.
It is a lamentable thing that party interests
in this State should prevent us from secur-
ine a unanimous protest fram Westorn Aus-
ipalin against the operations of the Federal
tarifi. T have already referred to (he fact
that Mr. Hiil, the Labour Premier of South
Australin., made a hitter attack on the
Federal tarifl in a  recent speech in



[11 SeprEvBER, 1930.]

the South Australian House of Assembly.
I remember that a few years ago Mr. Troy,
when Minister for Mines, travelled round
the conntry areas and denownced the then
Nationalist Government’s tariff which, he
suid, was ruining the gold mining industry
of Western Australia. Certainly a great
deal of the decline in the mining industry
has been due to Federal legislation. Just
after the recent Federal election we had the
spedtacle of the ex-Premier, when touring
the South-West, telling the people, accord-
ing to published reports, that he hoped the
new Federal Government would not unduly
increase the tariff as it would do a serious
injury to Western Australia. The point
1 wish to make is that all those 1 have men-
tioned agreed that the Federal tariff has
operated detrimentally to this State and to
South Australia, Nevertheless, ut the Fed-
eral election vecen(ly held they supported
the Labour Party who favomred the impo-
sition of a prohibitive tariff. That demon-
strates that their words of protest were
merely ns sounding brass and finkling eym-
bals,

Mr. Munsie: The present Federal Gov-
ernment have incrensed the tariff, bui not
nearly to the extent that their predecessors
did.

The Attornev General: He did not say
they did.

Mr. PATRICK : The new tariff seems to
have been increased principally in the in-
terests of the larger centres of Anstralin,
which emphasises the fact that the T.abour
Party is becoming essentially a ity party.
The tariif seems to have been framed under
no particular system or method. For in-
stanee, we ave told that the wool industry is
in a had way, and we are nrged to use
more wool. Artificial silk, wool’s chief eom-
petitor, of which over £6,000,000 worth was
imported into Australia last year, prinei-
pally consisting of Rayon which is made out
of waste cotton, under the Federal Govern-
ment’s tariff is given a distinet advaniage
over wool. Farmers’ requisites have been
hit up sky-high. Galvanised iron has be-
come a classie instance. The honus paid on
galvanised iron to Lysaghts is more than
sufficient to pay the wages in the whole ih-
dustry. I think most of us could earry on
wheat growing suceessfully under those con-
difions.

Mr. Millington: Some eould net do so.
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Mr. PATRICK: 1 remecmber that a few
months ago the city newpapers published
columns of letters dealing with the question
of farmers’ finance, and we were given &
lot of gratuitous advice as to how we should
run onr business, We were told if was
necessary for us to become more efficient so
as to increase production. If the position
were not so serious, the reading of such
statements would be quite bumorous. I do
not know how some of these efficient city
men ave getting on, particularly those who
own farms,

Mr, Pauton:
farmers.

Myr. PATRICK: There was a story told
by Artemus Ward, the great American hum-
orist, who said that an enemy of his got
hold of him and zave him the father and
mother of a hiding. “But,” Artemus Ward
said, “a vear or two later [ had a terrible
revenge. Ilis uncle died and left him a
farm." Some of these efficient city men are
pow in the position of Artemus Ward’s
enemy. Despite the knocks dealt by politi-
cians, droughts and diseases, the wheat-
arowing industry is really one of the most
elficiently run in Australia to-day. With-
out the assistance of heavy duties or bon-
uses, it has to compete in the world’s mar-
kets against grain grown in cheap-labour
countries like India and the Argemtine, and
has to place wheat in the world's market at
the world’s highest price. The Anstralian
consumer really gets the cheapest wheat in
the world heeause he gets it at world’s
parity, less longest distanee freights. As
a matter of faet, there ave really two com-
petitive industries only in Australia to-day
—wheat and wool—and it is a pity that
politicians should constantly east additional
burdens upon them. Australia’s secondary
industries are heavily protected, and sugar,
butter, dried fruits and wine are heavily
bonused. The wheat and wool growers are
wrged to make themselves more efficient in
order to be able to ecompete in the world’s
markets, yet a premium on inefficiency is
eranted to every little tinpot industry that
Likes to start in Australia. They are not
told to make themselves more efficient to
compete in the world’s markeis. Those con-
trolling suech industries could not sell two-
pence worth of goods outside Australia in
open competition. Their methods and ma-
chinery may be out of date. Never mind!
Give them some protection and enst addi-

You mean the terrace
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tiona] burdens on the two great industries
that ave carrying Aunstralia to-day and fae-
ing world competition. It is to me an amaz-
ing thing that the Federal Government
should choose the present of all times to
make the tarif prohibitive.  The present
British Government are against all food
preferences, and are only seeking for an
opportunity to abolish them.  The dried
fruits industry in Australia is largely in the
hands of returned soldiers. That industry
exists only because of the generous British
preference. If Australian dried fruoit had
to struggle in open competition with the
products of cheap-labour countries like Tur-
key and Greece, the industry would fade
away. Butter, sugar and wine similarly en-
jov a generous British preference. Yet at
a time like this when Australia desires to
borrow money in London and has difficulty
in getting it, we deliberately throw the pre-
sent tariff in the face of Great Britain.
Other countries are beginning to retaliate.
Franece buys three times as much from Aus-
tralia as Anustralia buys from her. France
has already retaliated by placing & prohibi-
tive tariff on Australian wheat. Germany,
Italy and South Africa have followed along
similar lines. During last seasom, Awustra-
lian wheat was shut out of .practically every
market in the world except that of Great
Britain. I soppose if it were not largely a
matter of sentiment, they would have hit
back also. The serious position regarding
the overseas markets lies in the faet that the
Soviet Government in Russia are working
bhard to regain their old pre-war export
trade. In those days, Russia was the larg-
est exporter of wheat throughout the world.
If Russia is in a position to export wheat,
all the Eunropean nations, including Great
Britain, will grab her wheat with both
hands, because Russia is prepared to buy
their products.

AMr. Withers: Because they ean secure it
at cheaper rates.

Mr. PATRICK: Because Russia will take
mannfactured goods in exchange. Ours is
2 suicidal poliey, because the prosperity of
the eity and the manufacturing interests in
the eities depend upon keeping the country
distriets prosperous. Mr. King 0'Malley,
one-time Federal Labour Minister, when
speaking in the House of Representatives,
saidd, “You ean destroy your cities in the
night and they would be rapidly rebuilt. De-
stroy your country districts and the eities
will fade away, never to rise again.” I am
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glad to know that we will not be asked to
deal with much new legislation this session
beeause, to my mind, Australian Parliaments
in the past have displayed a perfect mania
for passing Bills. These Bills once passed
have mever had an opportunity to funetion
properly. Parliament has to be eternally
tinkering with them.

Mr. Panton: Some Bills passed here bave
not functioned at all.

The Minister for Works: Thank God!

Mr. Panton: The Dog Aet, for instance.

Mr. PATRICK: When I wasspeaking on
the hustings, I said it would be a good thing
if, certain necessary legislation having been
passed, and we eould rely upon good admin-
isiration, we shut up our Parliaments
for ten years, and saw how the posi-
tion would work itself out. There is
one question I must refer to, namely,
the reduction of DParliamentary salaries.
I should not like to conclude without giving
my opinion on that. I am certainly in fav-
our of a reduction of salaries, provided it
is done on the same lines as in Sonth Ans-
tralia, where the reduction exiends also
throughout the Public Service ou a gradu-
ated scale. Still I should not like to see so
high a rate as Myr. Hill, the Premier of
South Australia, has imposed there. Under
Mr. Hill's scheme there is to be a gradu-
ated reduction throughout the Public Ser-
vice rising to 25 per cent. on salaries of
£1,000 and over. I do not wish to abuse
the patience of members much longer, but
in conclusion I should like to say that per-
sonally I stand for the interests of eountry
districts all the time. For I know that if
the country distriets are prosperous, the
towns and cilies will always get their share,
probably more than their share. All the real
wealth of this or any other country romes
from the land, which produces everything
essential to the preservation of life. Agri-
culture, as Adam Smith puts it, iz the one
abiding source of national stability. Tf 1
may make another quotation, the wen wke
eultivate the land create incaleulable wealth,
and they ought to be the nation's healthiest,
happiest, most comfortable, and mosl inde-
pendent eitizens. But Australian Govern-
ments bind them in chains and then eall
upon them to produce more wheat. The
people of this country have to lecarn that
theie iz no royal road {o prosperity, Dur-
ing the next year or two we are in for a
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very rough time, a testing time. And, after
all, there is no test like adversity, either
for on individual, a party, or a nation. It
is the supreme test of character. And we
cone of a race of men that have always
stood up well when put against difficulty.
We have a wonderful country, and we have
men who will be prepared to face the facts
of the position if they are properly put be-
fore them. In my opinion we also have a
very capable Government, and a Leader of
the Opposition who would be a credit to any
Parliament of the Empire. I feel I am voie-
ing the wish of all on this side when I hope
he will be long spared to oceupy that high
and honourahble position. The Prime Min-
ister of Australia recently said there were
dark clouds hovering over Australia. And
he went on to refer to Australia’s wonderful
recuperative powers. I have heard similar
remarks about Australia’s wonderful recup-
erative powers on the opposite side; in fact,
‘““recuperative” seems to have taken {he place
of that good old word “potentialities.” The
Prime Minister referred to Australia’s won-
derful recuperative powers, whicnh simply
means that it is to the men and women of
the country districts that he and others are
looking to make Australia’s prospects hright.
The secondary industries do nol recuperate
worth one cent. It is to the men and women
of the country districts that the Prime Min-
ister is looking, because they are laying
broad and deep the enly fouudalions on
which can be built up a really prosperous
communify. Their work, however, can be
helped. or hampered by wise or foolish legis-
lation, and it is being hampered to-day by
foolish legisiation. I appeal to members
on hoth sides of the House to try to lift
the burden now on the backs of the primary
producers, so as to enable them fo give that
increased production which is so vital to
Anustralia’s needs to-day.

MR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [8.20]:
At the outset I desive to join with other
members in tendering to you, Sir, my con-
gratulations on your elevation to the Speak-
ership. I know you will fill the position
with dignity and that you will have the
support of the whole of the members of the
House. I desire, also, to fake this oppor-
tunity to thank members for having elected
me Chairman of Committees. I can only
promise them that I shall try to emulate
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my predecessor, the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe (Mr. Lutey). I do not intend to-
night to enter into any controversial matter,
because I feel that, occupying an official
position, I should not be justified in doing
so. But there are one or two matters which
have been discussed in the House, and which
I consider of very great importance indeed.
And so I intend to refer to them as I go
along. It appears to me the policy for
‘Western Ausiralia, and indeed for the whole
of Australia, has been laid down for us. I
think it is the first time in the history of
Australia that we have a uniform poliey
tbroughout all the Australian Parliaments.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Who laid it down$%

Mr, RICHARDSON: The latest Pre-
miers’ Conference has laid down a policy
which says we must balance the ledger and
that we must spend nothing exeept on re-
produetive works. And the Premiers of this
and the other States, together with the
Prime Minister, have bound themselves to
that policy. As I said in the beginning, I
do not propose to enter mpon any subject
of a controversial nature. May I add that
neither am I going to answer interjections.
So interjections will be entirely lost upon
me. The two great problems with which
we are econfronted to-day are finance and
unemployment, the one being dependent en-
tirely on the other. If the Government of
the State can secure sufficient money, then
I feel sure their policy will give employment
to those out of work to-day. Buf until the
Budget is brought down, neither I nor any
other member can discuss that problem with
any definite security, for we do not really
know what the Government propose to do.
Probably I should not have spoken to-night
had not the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. MceCallum) brought into the discussion
something which I think is of the greatest
importance, not only to Western Australia,
but to Australia. I refer to what he de-
seribed as the extremists of the Lahour
Party and their ery of repudiation of our
war debts. The hon. member is to be com-
mended for having brought the subject be-
fore Parliament. It is generally asked,
why do not the Labowr Party keep
the extremists out of their ranks. I am
going to say it is not alone the Labour
Purty’s job, but it is our job as well, to cut
down the following which the Comwmunists
in Australia are gaining. Tt may be said



