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INTRODUCTION 

This is an interview with Mr Anthony Lloyd Loton for the 
Parliamentary History Project and the Battye Library Oral History 
Programme. 

Mr Loton was born at Upper Swan in 1904, and as a farmer was 
active in the Wheatgrowers' Union before being elected as a 
member for the South Province in the Legislative Council in 1944, 
a position he retained until his decision to retire in 1965. 

Mr Loton described Parliament House, the Legislative Council and 
its members and staff. He was able to provide details of 
members' occupations, and of Party meetings and leadership. The 
way Mr Loton carried out his duties as a member were discussed 
and his contact with constituents. 

In 1954 Mr Loton was elected President of the Legislative 
Council, a position he enjoyed and was sorry to lose in 1958. He 
gave details of his work as President and as Chairman of the 
Joint House Committee. 

Mr Loton had written brief memoirs for family purposes and these 
are attached to the transcript. 

The interview was conducted in October 1986 by Ronda Jamieson. 
There are three tapes. 
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VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT 

LOTON I am Anthony Lloyd Loton, born at Belvoir, Upper Swan, 

on the 13th of February, 1904. 

RJ Who was your father? 

LOTON Ernest William Loton. 

RJ And what was his occupation? 

LOTON Farmer. Farmer and grazier I suppose, because he owned 

the big property at Belvoir. 

RJ And your mother? 

LOTON Annie Campbell Loton, who was a niece of Lord Forrest 

and Alexander Forrest. 

RJ And how many in your family; how many brothers and 

sisters did you have? 

LOTON One brother died in infancy, and then I had two other 

$ brothers: Thorley, my elder brother, and Vern, my younger 

brother, and one sister. A sister between my elder brother and 

myself. She's also dead, and I am the last of our family left. 

The three brothers are dead and my sister's dead. 

RJ You have written about your life for your family and 

you very kindly agreed to my having a copy of this.1  That does 

give us details of your education. But as you were going through 

• school what was developing in your mind as to what you would like 

to do with your future? 

-------------------- 
copy of these memoirs is attached, pp 59-64. 



LOTON 2 

LOTON I wanted to be a farmer. Lotons had been on the land. 
My grandfather and his people, as far as we can trace back, have 
always been agriculturalists, sometimes diverting into business, 
as my nephew, Mr Brian Loton, who is an executive director is it? 
of BHP. 

lU I'm not sure, I'm sorry. 

LOTON I better just check. It says in the paper this 
morning. I always thought general manager, but I don't think he 
is general, I think he's chief executive officer, and I think 
that overrides the whole lot I think it is. One of my grandsons 
became a chiropractor. He's in South Australia. But otherwise 
the family goes to the land. 

RJ Also growing up, to what extent were politics discussed 
in the home? 

LOTON Well I was not home very much because my father used to 
go to town on Monday afternoon and come home on Friday afternoon. 
The only time I was home was during school holidays really. 
Politics - outside of hearing my father and my elder brother 
discuss them, sometimes my father discuss it with one of the 
workmen, oh something to do with Jimmy Mitchell or Jack Scadden 

• or something or other - I didn't know anything about politics. 

lU There was a Sir William Thorley Loton who was a member 
of the Legislative Council from 1889 to 1924, and he was also 

• Mayor of Perth from 1901 to 1902. What relation was he to you? 

LOTON My grandfather. 

• RJ Were you aware of his role in the Legislative Council? 

LOTON Yes, yes. He was also a member of the first 
convention from the West Australian Parliament to the Federal 

41 convention to draw up the....? 

VA 



LOTON 3 

RJ Federation. 

LOTON Yes, the Federation. I haven't got a photo of him, but 
you'll see one in Parliament House, Perth. He's standing there 
right alongside. As soon as I went into the House I recognised 
him standing there with his hat [in his hand]. Outside of that, 
as I say, I didn't know anything about politics at all. It was 
only when I went into the country, going through the Depression, 
things became very difficult and some of us that were a bit 
outspoken were looked upon as being communists. Because the 
banks were, as I've mentioned in my thing there, the Bank of New 
South Wales was as hard as nails in those days. They walked 
people off their property to get their pound of flesh. That's 
when the Wheatgrowers' Union was formed. One of the first 
meetings was held out in the north eastern wheatbelt and the 
property was declared black. Conditions of sale were read out. 
There wasn't a bid. I can get you a copy of a bit out of a 
paper too and show you about that lot.1 This was down in the 
Great Southern area [at Dumbleyung]. I'll show it to you in the 
paper directly. That was when politics got into my blood. 

I was, I suppose, fortunate enough not to raise the ire of the 
bank and through good fortune it was suggested that I go and see 
the N'4P Society. I made contact with, who was then the rural 

46 inspector, Mr John Leggoe, came to see me on the property, and he 
had a look round and he said, "You're a worker, I'll back you." 
They took over the mortgage. 

• RJ You just said that the episode you described made you 
political in your thinking. why? What exactly was going on in 
your mind? 

• LOTON There was no protection for the ordinary person, 
because not only did you sign a mortgage, but they had a personal 
covenant over you that would follow you to your grave. There are 
people, not many of them left (they're nearly all dead because my 

-------------------- 
1 TheWest Australian Wheatgrower, July 6, 1939, p.1. 



LOTON 4 

vintage are going) [who] died with their personal covenant still 
round their neck because they couldn't get out of their debt. 
This made me very, very, very bitter. That's why I suppose, they 
labelled some of us communists, because we were trying to right 
what we considered the wrong in the eyes of the ordinary person. 
A man worked his guts out (I'll use the expression that they did) 
and he lost his equity because he owed money. That's all it 
was; he owed money to an institution. They had the right to say 
either, "We'll sell you up," or "Walk you off." 

RJ So how did you go about that fight? What did you do? 

LOTON Well it was only through the various organisations 
there. The Wheatgrowers' Union did a great job at that stage, 
because they were mostly made up of ex-Labor people who'd gone on 
the farms. They were very bitter with the.... I'll call them the 
conservatives (I suppose I'm a conservative today) - but with the 
people that controlled the money supplies. You'll have run 
across [details where] the bank brought out Sir Otto Niemeyer to 
advise and his idea was, "Tighten credit, tighten credit. If 
they can't pay, well walk them." That was the thing. That 
seemed to stick in the gills of a lot of us young people. As I 
say, I was prepared to fight anyone in those days, it didn't 
matter what it caused. Wasn't always perhaps as discreet or 
anything, but [I] didn't mind having a brawl with anybody. Had a 
few good friends, and we didn't mind. We reckoned we were 
fighting for a cause. Before I finally entered Parliament I had 
been approached by members of the wheatgrowers' Union to contest 

• a seat before I finally decided. I said, "No, I won't stand 
against that man, he's my friend." 

RJ Who was that? 

Li 
LOTON Harrie Seward. 

RJ So why did you eventually decide that you would stand 

• for election? 

Li 
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LOTON Well Mr Seward approached me shortly after that and he 

said, "There are two members of the Country Party who are very 
ill. Neither are expected to recover. Will you allow me to 
submit your name?" I hummed and hahed a bit about it and talked 
to Mrs Loton, and she said, "Well you make up your own mind." I 
won't mention the two men, and finally one Saturday morning we 
were going down to VDC for a rifle shoot and Mr Seward rang me at 
- Pumphreys Bridge I was at that stage on the way to the rifle 
shoot. He said, "Mr Harold Piesse has died. Will you continue?" 
I said, "Yes, subject to certain things." Because there was a Mr 
Austin Piesse from Wagin who was, I think, a cousin of Harold 
Piesse. It was very evident that he was interested in politics, 
because he was going to meetings here and meetings there, and one 
thing and another. Anyhow Harrie Seward, Mrs Seward and I went 
down to the funeral at Katanning and on the way home he said, 
"Well have you made up your mind?" I said, "If Austin Piesse is 
prepared to stand and will declare himself, I will let him have 
it." He said, "Well it's your decision." I said, "Yes, I'm 
prepared to do that. But he [Austin Piesse] hummed and hahed, 
and finally I got in touch with Harrie Seward and I said, "He 

• doesn't seem to know what he's doing, I'm standing." With that, 
Austin Piesse from Wagin, a chemist from Narrogin [Mr MacLean] 
came in as a late nomination, myself, and a Dr Jacobs from 
Narrogin, who was standing in the interests of Labor Party. 

• That's how it came about. 

RJ What did you think you could achieve by going into 
politics? 

S 
LOTON That I could do something for the farming community and 
for those people on the land. That was my main concern. When 
the CDL, or the Primary Producers' Association, decided - as I've 

• mentioned there - to become nonpolitical, the farming community 

had no representation at all, and the CDL (it was the Country 
Democratic League) was born overnight. Arthur Watts, Charlie 
Perkins, Freddy Meadows, were the three original trustees for the 

• new organisation. That's how the CDL was formed. We later 
became the Country Party. That's just how it went. 
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When the campaign... .up until that stage, it was the South 
Province at that stage extending from Brockton to Albany, down to 
Walpole, going eastwards, taking in Eclipse Island and out as far 
as Hyden, Kalgarin, all that country. There had been a northern 
representative, there had been a middle representative, and a 
southern representative. It had got to the stage that the three 
representatives were all from Wagin southwards; the north had no 
representative. My campaign was fought on, "Have a northern 
member representing you." 

RJ And how did you go about your campaign? 

LOTON [Laughs]. This was war time don't forget then.' Well 
sometimes someone would give you [petrol ration] tickets. Harrie 
Seward used to scrounge around and one member after the other 
would put in a couple of tickets to get me a drop of petrol if I 
couldn't travel by train. Otherwise it was a case of travel by 
train. There was no television, of course, then. You had to 
make personal contact and do what you could through the press. 
None of us had any money. [Laughs]. No bones about that. Used 
to get slides put on the local screens. I've got my original 
[slide]. Up there, that was my one photo that used to go up on 
the screen. This one up in the corner here. That was the only 
way you could make contact with the people, and through the other 

• members of the Country Party. We had all the seats. Albany, Mr 
Len Hill; Katanning, Arthur Watts; Wagin, Sydney Stubbs; 
Narrogin, Mr Vic Doney; Pingelly, Harrie Seward. We had all 
those seats. They all did a tremendous amount of work for me. 

• Some of them did a little bit of work for the other side, but 
most of it was for me because they said they wanted a young man. 

• 1 
Mr Loton was elected to the Legislative Council on November 18, 

1944 (RJ). 

Ll 



LOTON 7 

The Labor Party, Dr.... I said his name. 

RJ Jacobs. 

LOTON Jacobs. He came out with his how to vote cards: 
Jacobs was one, Loton, two. He supported the idea that we should 
have a representative up the top side. I attended and voted at 
Albany. I worked down there on the day of the election in 
Albany, because that was where the biggest vote was. Got someone 
to drive my car and picking up people to take them to the poll. 
The Sunday morning on the way home, I ran out of petrol at 
Broomehill. Should have filled up of course, but not knowing how 
much mileage would be done on the Saturday. Anyhow I arrived 
home and someone rang up on Monday and said, "Oh Austin Piesse is 
a long way ahead of you. Don't think you'll win." I said, "Oh 
doesn't make any difference. I've still got a farm to work on. 
There's plenty to do." I think about Wednesday someone rang up 
and said, "Well you're right in the hunt, because Jacobs' votes 
are so-and-so," and gave me all the votes. He said, "If they 
vote as anticipated, you ought to just about win." So back we 
went on the harvest, and away he went and rang up and [the 
returning officer] said, "You've won. The declaration of the 
poll will be held in Katanning this afternoon at three o'clock," 
(or something or other) "you better get down there." I finally 

• won by seventy-six votes, thanks to Jacobs' preferences. 

RJ And how did you feel about that? 

• LOTON Well, very excited, of course. 

RJ Why were you excited? 

• LOTON Well, to stand at an election and win is quite an 
achievement, because I was taking on a name that was known from 
one end of the area to the other, whereas I was well-known in my 
own area, but had contacts through my activities in the racing 

S 
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and VDC [Voluntary Defence Corps] throughout. Also my name was 
acknowledged by the older people of the area, of knowing that 
Loton was a name of some standing. I think that's fair enough. 

RJ Up to that point had you actually joined the Country 
Party? 

LOTON I'd been a financial member of the Primary Producers' 
Association, and that automatically.... You were affiliated with 
them, but I hadn't been to any of their meetings. They decided 
at this meeting in Perth to disassociate themselves from the 
political wing. I don't know the whole reason for them deciding 
to do that and didn't worry much about it. 

RJ Why did you stand for a Legislative Council seat and 
not a Legislative Assembly seat? 

L4 

LOTON Well the Legislative Council seat was a vacancy. The 
others, I'd said to you, that the Country Party held all the 
other seats and I had been approached to stand against Harrie 

• Seward for the Pingelly area, and I said, "No, I certainly 
won't." Vic Doney was the Country Party member for Narrogin and 
I wasn't known in that area yet. Pingelly was the only seat, and 
I would never have stood against Harrie Seward if I'd never got 

• in. The vacancy was there. 

RJ Would you have preferred a Legislative Assembly seat? 

• LOTON No! 

RJ Why? 

• LOTON I don't know. Perhaps because my grandfather might 
have been in the background, may have been in the background, I 
don't know. [Short pause]. Yes, I suppose that will answer that 
one. 

S 



LOTON 9 

RJ When you first attended Parliament as a new member what 
did you think of it all? 

LOTON I came down on the train. I got on the train at Poppo 
[Popanyinning] to come down (I call it Poppo because that was 
what it was known as) and arrived down here. I think it was a 
Tuesday after the week before it. Went up to the House and 
Harrie Seward took me along and introduced me to the President, 
Sir John Kirwan, and a few of the other members around. 

In the meantime, o4 eouiue, the man who helped me 6o much duiing 
my pa)Lt(1amenta4y callee/L a'L'LLved. Pat Roche (he with Aex Thormoon 
we/Le the two otheJL membetz o6 the South P'tonce) took me akound 
the Houe intitoduelng me to the vcvi-ioas o66iceA,5 o6 the House, ;the 
P/eme' o6 the time, Jack W,iJleocIz, and men who -un a 6ew case I waz 
to woith with du'uLng my next twenty-one yeas a-o a membei o6 the Counce. 

I had to wait all that week because the returns coming down by 
train had got mislaid and the ballot box didn't arrive. Anyhow it 
hadn't arrived by the following Tuesday and the Pne4den-t said, 

• "Oh we'll take it for granted. We'll swear you in as a member." 
So I sat around the chamber in the visitors' gallery for the 
preceding week because the ballot box hadn't arrived, and I got 
some insight into what was taking place [and learnt procedure]. 

• In the first two mornings after that I walked down with Roche - 
he was staying at the Commercial Travellers' Club and I became a 
member at the W.A.  Club because quite a few members of Parliament: 
Alex Thomson, the other member for the South Province, Hobart 

• Tuckey, the member for the South,George Miles, several others, 
were members of the W.A. Club. Harrie Seward was a member of the 
W.A. Club, and he nominated and put me up and everything. We 
walked down, and as we walked down the Terrace the first two 

• mornings we saw the sun come up, and I thought, "It's a bit 
different. I ought to be out on a mach-Lne by now, oughtn't I?" 
[Laughs]. It was rather a [shock] because it was November the 
18th, 1944. So it was nearly forty-two years, is it? 
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RJ Yes, it is. 

LOTON Yes. Nearly forty-two years in a few days time, since 
I first entered politics. 

RJ What did you think of it all? What impression did it 
all make on you? 

LOTON Well I realised that being the youngest member there - 
and there were a lot of wise men about those days. There was Hal 
Colebatch, Sir John Kirwan, Eric Heenan. I'm thinking about the 
ones that were in the higher brass. Bill Kitson, the leader of 
the House who later became Agent General. Harry Gray, Frank 
Gibson. All these people were, in most cases, twenty [or more] 
years older than I was. Although I'd always knocked about with 
men, it made one feel you were very small fry. But I got on well 
with them. They accepted me. Friendships were made, and most of 
them lasted. 

RJ Did anyone act as a guide for you through the 

• procedures of the House and the rest of it? 

LOTON Roche took me under his wing. I sat in the seat 
alongside of him, which had been occupied previously by the 

• person I succeeded, Harold Piesse. So I always had someone like 
that. Oh and the other one I should have mentioned earlier was 
Garnet Wood, a member for Eastern Province, and old Charlie 
Baxter. They'd been in politics for a long while, and knew all 

• the short.... And Joe Mann. I called them by the names as we all 
knew them by. Joe Mann, he ran the papers in Busselton at that 
stage and knew all my family on my mother's side. They more or 
less took a kindly interest in me and thought, "Oh well he's only 

• a boy." [Laughs]. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE ONE 
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TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 

LOTON You see most of those people were.... Well Sir Hal 
Colebatch had been Agent General. They were heads of business. 
Mr Leslie Craig, AMP Society. Len Bolton, head of Bolton's 
Bodyworks, and so they went on. As I say to be pushed in amongst 
- to become the thirtieth member with twenty-nine others around 
you and only knowing one of them and having only known him for 
some four or five months - that was Roche - you were like a boy 
going to school for the first term. 

RJ How did you take to the process of speaking in the 
House and the formality of it all? 

LOTON Well I was told to sit down and listen. That was the 
first advice. "Sit down and listen, and you'll soon learn." Not 
to come on your feet and become an "I" specialist. [Laughs]. 
Because one person was referred to as an "I" specialist, because 
it didn't matter whether it was agriculture, mining or prisons, 
he knew all about it. He became an "I" specialist: I, I, I. 
[Laughs]. So I followed that advice, and it came on to an 
amendment to the constitution. It was said then that, "As you've 
been to the electors later than anybody else in the House, you 

• ought to be able to say something about how you think the 
constitution...." It was an alteration to the constitution of 
some minor detail it was, either adult franchise or something or 
other. So that's the advice I followed. The other reason was 
Sir [John] Kirwan said, "Look we've got a standing orders book; 
read and digest," which I did. At one stage I could quote you 
pretty well any section of the standing orders that applied to 
members, about what they had to do. 

L 

One early brush of this was when Mrs Ruby Hutchison became a 
member, on the first opening when I became President. [1954] 
The way the President was elected in those days, you had a 

• meeting of all members of the Council in the President's room and 
you were nominated and elected. Then you had to go down and be 

r L 
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sworn in by the Governor, and come back and almost go straight 
into the House. The gown did fit me. [Laughs]. The wig was a 
very old wig, but they managed to titivate it up a bit and it 
fitted alright. Before that Mrs Hutchison had come along and she 
said something or other. Oh it came about her wanting.... She was 
going to wear a hat in the chamber. She came to me and I said, 
"You can't wear your hat in the chamber." I said, "All members 
must be unhatted," I think, or some words like that. "Oh," she 
said, "I've gone and bought a new hat." I said, "I'm sorry, but 
you can't wear it." She wasn't prepared to accept that. She 
went to see someone else, and he said, "The President is in 
control of the House and if he said you can't wear your hat, you 
can't, and that's the finish of it." So that was that. She 
didn't mind afterwards; she appreciated it and she and I became 
very good friends. Ruby. 

Quite a few points of order. I used to pick these up later on 
and raise a point of order. But some people even now say, "Well 
what's the good of having standing orders?" The House is in 
control of itself at all times. That is so. They can disagree 

• with the President's ruling, and they can disagree with anything 
at all. If the majority.... It's a real democracy because the 
majority rule. 

• RJ Can you remember how long the first sitting you 
attended was, and what sort of hours you kept? 

LOTON Well I think the House only remained sitting for 

• approximately three weeks at that stage, because being elected on 
the 18th of Novemben.... I don't know what date I was actually 
sworn in, in the House. I can't remember that, but it was 
approximately ten days later. It was up before Christmas, so it 

• doesn't leave a very long time does it? I think it was 
approximately three weeks, because they always tried to rise in 
those days about at least a week before Christmas. 

• RJ What facilities were available for you at Parliament 
House as a member when you first joined? 
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LOTON What? 

RJ What facilities were available for you at the House? 

LOTON There was a common room, paper, pen and ink. If you 
were fortunate enough to be able to get the typist, Miss Gwen 
Watkins, free, you could get a letter typed, but most members did 
their own correspondence in their own longhand, often while 
debate was taking place. There were two seats, two desks at the 
back of the chamber, just within the chamber, where members would 
go and start writing their letters. Harrie Seward, who I 
mentioned earlier ([he] was responsible for getting me into 

• Parliament, there's no bones about that) used to write, I don't 
know how many letters [to his constituents], after he finished. 
(He was in the Assembly of course.) [He] would write personal 
letters to friends that he had throughout the electorate asking 

• them to support me. That's how most of your letters were done, 
in longhand, and you did them yourself. 

RJ How much correspondence did you find you had to write? 

• How much work was there? 

LOTON Well that's somewhat difficult just to remember, but 
sometimes, depending on what was before the House, because the 

• West Australian at that stage used to publish almost verbatim, 
the whole of the arguments or debates. Every day in the West 
Australian there was a notice: "The following" one, two, three, 
four, five "items will be discussed in the Council today. 

• So-and-so will be discussed in the Assembly." The third reading 
or second reading. So it depended on what was in the West. That 
was the deciding factor on the correspondence you got, because 
some people were interested in this subject, some were interested 

o in - it might have been dealing with the superphosphate, it might 
have been transport, water supplies. Water supplies were in that 
state, because 1944 was a very dry season. The railways were 
carting water from Elleker right up as far as Brookton at that 

• stage and carting water out to Kondinin from Narrogin, etc. 
Water was, I suppose, the biggest problem in the first few years. 

0 
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• Then shortly after that, of course, we had the introduction of 
the first comprehensive water scheme, proposed by A.R.G.Hawke, 

who was then Minister for Works for the Great Southern which the 

people in our part of the area, in the South Province, were 

• opposed to because of the rating system. Roche and I, I suppose, 
were more than anyone else, responsible for getting the bill 
defeated. Then when the change of government took place at the 

next election, Victor Doney became Minister for Works. We were 

• on his back at once to introduce a water scheme altering the 
rating system, which he did in the first session. Then, of 
course, when things improved, they said oh they should have had 

the water scheme early, but they didn't have the money to pay for 

• it under the original rating scheme, and we were their 
representatives. We were elected to represent them. 

RJ You said that the West would detail what was coming up 

• in the House and then you would get letters. Was this people 

writing to tell you their views, or what? 

LOTON Yes. Either to - "We oppose this, or we support it. 

• Do what you can." One member said to me - I was talking to him 

one day and he said, "Oh I haven't been worrying about that." He 
said, "If you and Roche are satisfied with it, it's okay with 
me." That was the attitude of, I think, the majority, of your 

• electors in those times. They'd been through pretty tough times, 

and they realised that Roche had been a returned soldier. I 

hadn't been a returned soldier - I was too young and manpowered, 

but I'd been through the Depression, and having been through, in 

• the Wheatgrowers' Union, etc., etc., they realised that I knew 

what the conditions were, and they were satisfied that if we were 

satisfied, we'd done the best bargaining we could under the 

circumstances, because if you can't get all the cake, it's a good 

• idea if you can only have a bite out of it. 

RJ Were your electors asking you to take up particular 

problems for them in any way? Did any of that go on in those 
days? 



S 
LOTON 15 

LOTON Well there was always water supplies for the towns. 
Pingelly had a water supply, pumping out of the Hotham River, and 
the water was as salt as the sea. Narrogin had a small dam that 
year after year, unless you had a good winter rainfall, they were 
on restrictions. Katanning was the same. The northern areas 
they had small catchment schemes, mostly gravel in those, and 
then all of a sudden when we got the bitumen works (BP opened at 
Fremantle), when bitumen came, they put down black catchment 
areas. That started to solve the problem. But water was the 
biggest problem for most of the towns on the Great Southern 
originally, which extended again eastwards to Nyabing, Pingrup; 
all those eastern parts of the Great Southern. 

4' 
RJ In the House itself, to what extent was it an evident 
party House? For instance where people sat: did you sit in 
parties? What happened? 

S) 
LOTON No. The President decided where you sat. I only found 
this out at a later stage. Before the start of each new 
Parliament, members could 'peg their claims', for want of a 
better term. But you said, "I'd like to sit in that one." "If a 
vacancy comes, could the two of us shift over to there?" But the 
government always sat on the right hand side and the rest of the 
members all over the place. The government in some cases - I can 

• remember that Mr Heenan used to sit on the corner seat behind 
the.... They only had one minister and one honorary minister, 
originally, in the Council. Bill Kitson was the chief secretary, 
and Harry Gray was the honorary minister. Behind them there was 

• Bill Hall, Charlie Williams, Eric Heenan, Hobart Tuckey, and so 
they went round like that. And, as I say, as the grim reaper 
took his toll, so did vacancies arise, and members shifted so 
they could sit alongside their friend, or move into a more 

• prominent place if they wanted to. They always liked to get an 
aisle seat if you could. There were three seats, three seats and 
so it went on. So if you got in the middle, you had to walk over 
someone's legs, or fall over them, if you wanted to get out. But 

• if you had the aisle seat you could just creep out and round the 
side. After losing the - not holding the presidency, I had to 
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shift on the other side from where my old seat was, and sat on 
the opposite side, but managed to get an aisle seat and sat 
alongside Mr Frank Wise at that stage. They weren't lined up in 
all the opposition on one side, and all the government on the 
other, because there were the three parties. Oh, we had one 
independent originally. The Honorable George Miles was 
Independent. He sat in front of us. We liked the back seats. 
[Laughs]. It was easy to get out. 

41)  

RJ Who were the dominating figures in the House when you 
first went into it? Who stands out in your mind in debate and 
that sort of thing? 

Es 

LOTON Well Mr Dimmitt was the Chairman of Committees: the 
Honorable James Dimmitt - I'll give him his correct title. He 
also became Agent General afterwards and died in London. Sir Hal 
Colebatch. I wouldn't like to say there were..., depending on 
the subject matter of course, decided mostly who led the 
speeches. Dealing with legal matters, Mr Hubert Parker would 
always [lead the debate] for the opposition side, or the 

• government side later. Rural matters of course you had ones like 
Hobart Tuckey, Mr Craig, Roche, Garnet Wood. Later Roy Abbey. 
But, it depended on... .no-one would always hop up and take the 
lead on any one subject. As I say, we only had the two ministers 

• originally, or the one minister and the one honorary minister. 
You didn't have anyone picked to - as they do these days. 
There's one set to take everything said by the Chief Secretary, 
and someone by So-and-so. I don't know how they do it these 

• days. 

RJ What can you remember about the background of the 
various members? You've given us some of them, but what sort of 

• occupation groups were they coming from? 

LOTON All sections, all sections. Charlie Williams had been 
a municipal worker. Bill Hall had worked as a VLam ditveit. 

• Hobart Tuckey, farming from Mandurah way. Leslie Craig, farmer 
from Dardanup. Roche, farmer from Kojonup. I'm trying to keep 

.---' 
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the names of those early ones and not get them mixed up with the 
later new additions. Charlie Baxter, a businessman, partly 
interested in the land. Frank Welsh, pastoralist. George Miles, 
pastoralist. Vernon Hamersley, farmer/pastoralist. Frank 
Gibson, chemist, Fremantle, later became Sir Frank Gibson. 
Hubert Parker, solicitor. Dr Hislop, medical. A fellow that 
said to me after I'd been there a short time, "I hate this job." 
A Labor man from up the Midlands, said he hated the job. [Tom 
Moore.] 

RJ Did he say why? 

LOTON I think the hours and being told what he ought to do. 
Not what he had to do, but what he ought to do. They weren't 
quite so domineering, I think is the word, in that stage. A man 
was allowed to think. Then Eric Heenan, of course, a solicitor 
again. He and Hubert Parker often had legal battles of words. 
Eric Heenan, a very slow speaker, always seemed to chew his words 
over before he'd say anything. Hubert Parker would get very 
worked up and upset if some of his statements were queried: he 

• always said, "misconstrued". Then of course we had old James 
Cornell, who became President for about fiouii rnontho. That's just 
about run through the list of them. 

• RJ What was Cornell's occupation? 

LOTON I think he'd been in the newspaper business in 
Kalgoorlie. He was one of those that changed over with the... 

• originally it had been over the conscription issue if I'm right. 
Oh and then Alex Thomson of course, who had been a builder in 
Katanning. He was my other South Province member. But it was a 
mixed bag, as it should be, of course; not all from one 

• profession or from one line of business. So you got a mixed 
reaction to any legislation that was introduced. Then, of 
course, at that period you had half the members must have been 
returned soldiers. Hubert Parker, Leslie Craig. Leslie Craig 

• had lost a leg in the early part of the war. A remarkable man, 
because his leg was taken off up here, [indicates groin] and he 

40 
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could hop on a pony and then ride it around. Jim Dimmitt. Jimmy 
Cornell. All are returned soldiers. Roche. Eric Heenan. I 
can't think just.... Moore was that one I was saying that said he 
hated the thing. Poor old Tom Moore. He often used to sit down 
[to talk to me] knowing that I liked using my hands to work with, 
and he wanted to be back on the farm. [Laughs]. 

RJ With the marvellous memory that you have, can you 
identify as new members came into the House, what their 
occupations were? 

LOTON Well if you name the members I'll tell you what they 
did. I'll put it on you. George Bennett came from Kalgoorlie. 
He had been a conductor on the Trans-Australia railway at one 
stage. Ray Jones.... I won't take them in sequence, but just 
name some of them. Ray Jones was a farmer. [Harold] Daffen had 
been a commercial agent. Graham MacKinnon a sewing machine 
representative in Bunbury. Jackie Thomson, he was a builder 
following his father, from South Province. Frank Willmott, a 
farmer. Arthur Griffiths, a political organiser. Jack Teahan 
from Kalgoorlie. See some of them only lasted half a session; 
they were gone. [James] Garrigan worked on the mines. I think 
as they came in, again they followed pretty well in the same 
variation in occupations as had been previously. Perhaps not so 
much the business element coming into it, but more for the Labor 
section, I would have thought more out of the industrial. They'd 
either been secretaries or organisers in the Labor Party. Also 
from the Liberal Party they came in from - as I said, Graham 
MacKinnon was a sewing machine [representative]. Arthur 
Griffiths again, an organiser. [Herbert] Robinson was something 
to do with organising. Daffen was an organiser. But the Country 
Party, most of them still came back from the rural farm, farmers, 

• or representing farming organisations. Syd Thomson who followed 
Roche was a farmer. Jackie Thomson followed his father as a 
builder. [Fred] White who followed.... Who did White follow?1  

S -------------------- 
'White was after my time (AL). 
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[Pause]. Can't think. Miss that. My memory's not as good as it 
was on some of it.' If I see the names I know them fairly well. 
Oh! Jim Murray was out of the timber industry and when matters 
dealing with the forestry came up for debate, Jim Murray was the 
authority on conservation and forestry. He came from Bunbury. 
Jarrah Jack. 

RJ Is what you called him? 

S 
LOTON That's right, yes. Johnny Drew, he was just running 
out time. He was very feeble. They used to lead him into the 
House by the hand and he'd take his seat and vote, poor old chap. 
He'd been a brilliant man evidently in his day, but time had 
caught up with him. Yes, the Honorable Thomas Moore from 1932 to 
1946. He'd had a session before. One session from 1920 to 1926. 
Oh and Teddy Hall. Teddy Hall was the member for Geraldton at 
that stage..., no he wasn't the member, he was the member for.... 
[Pause - refers to Parliamentary Handbook] Central Province, 
Teddy Hall. Always an education when it came to the 
address-in-reply. Mr Hall would arrive with a bundle of letters 
and get up and read the letters that he had received from his 
electors. Often wiping tears from his eyes, he would go into all 
the detail, reading the letters. He later resigned from the 
Central Province to contest the Geraldton seat when Jack 
Willcocks died. He won the seat and gave the government the long 
sought after seat - that's the non-Labor government - the long 
sought after seat of Geraldton for the first time. Another one 
there was Keith Watson. Well he was an accountant, of course, 
Keith Watson. Harry Hearn, Hearn Brothers and Stead, the 
furniture manufacturer, 1948 to 1956, Harry Hearn. Clair 
Mattiske, he's still alive, he's an accountant. Charlie Henning 
from Waroona, he was another returned soldier. Before he stood 
for re-election he went to have a medical certificate; he was 
classed as Al. He was dead within a fortnight. Yes, had a heart 
attack. That was the end of Charlie Henning. 

S -------------------- 
1 Theone whose name I couldn't remember was Ray Jones (AL) 
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• RJ And what occupation was he? 

LOTON Farmer. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE TO 

S 

S 
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TAPE TWO SIDE ONE 

LOTON And a later one that came in was the Honourable J. 
Dolan. The day he came to Parliament I went up to Mr Dolan and I 
said, "Jerry Dolan, you don't remember me do you?" He said, 
"No." And I said, "Remember once down at Mandurah you saw 
someone walking back with a fishing line in his hand and two 
little boys, and you said, 'Did you have any luck?' And I said, 
'No.' He said, 'If you meet me down on the thing tonight, I'll 
take you out, we'll get you a feed of fish.'" He said, "Ah, I 
remember now." We'd gone down from the farm, taking the three 
children down to Mandurah to have a week at the beach, and we're 
trying to fish off the shore and having no luck, and I'd been 
walking home and I saw this fellow, and just as you do, said 
something to him, and he said, "Did you get any?" I said, "No." 

• And he said, "Well you come with me out tonight," and they took 
me.... He and someone else, I don't know who the other fellow 
was, but we got some, not gardies [good skippies], but they got 
onto them. They knew where to go because I heard them say, 

• "There you see that's the light. You must keep that on there. 
You must keep that." I seemed to be scraping over the reef. I 
wasn't very comfortable because I couldn't swim. He said, "Well 
you haven't done bad." I said, "Oh well I always remember that 

• trip, Jerry." He and I became very great friends; we still are 
as a matter of fact. After I left Parliament, when I went back 
again, I always could go along to Jerry Dolan's office and have a 
talk to Jerry about what was going on and what wasn't going on. 

• He gave me his confidence and I gave him my confidence. The same 
as Eric Heenan and I. We can talk politics and you don't have to 
look over your shoulder to see who's listening. 

• Going back to the alterations to the building. That I think, in 
retrospect, I regard as the breaking up of the good fellowship 
that existed in Parliament. Is this on? 
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40 RJ Yes. 

LOTON Because up until that time in the main corridor at 
morning tea time, there perhaps would be fifteen or twenty people 
- might be more - all sitting around. Might be football being 
discussed, it might be horses, or it might be personalities. It 
might be a leading article, or it might be something, but 
everyone had a say and no umbrage was ever taken by someone 
perhaps speaking a little bit of what he thought. As soon as the 
new buildings were completed, members were allotted two to a 
room, and the good old time disappeared because they had their 
morning tea - sometimes they'd have it in the room, get it 
brought up to them. Go down and have it together, go back again 
to their rooms. But the good fellowship that existed between all 
parties and all members broke up, and I think that was one of the 
worst features. You know Parliament House I take it? 

RJ Yes. 

LOTON In those round pieces like that, they had seats there, 
there and there, three-sided seats, and there could be six 
sitting, or eight sitting there, and the chairs would be pulled 
up. Sometimes you couldn't walk along the corridor because all 
were joining in this general discussion of some sort or other; 

• because when you get fifteen or twenty and one barracking for one 
side in the football season, or cricket, or racing... .and so it 
went on. Often politics would be discussed, but it was never 
carried outside of there. What was said in the corridor was said 

• in the corridor and it didn't go outside or inside the chamber. 
You got to know the other fellow. As I say, this is where I made 
my friends, with Harry Strickland, another great friend of mine, 
because he came in about.... 

48 
RJ 1950. 

LOTON 1950. At that stage he came in, Garnet Wood was the 

• Minister for Agriculture at that stage. Roche and I had been 
attacking him over something or other, and he came to us at the 
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adjournment and he said, "Do you fellows always behave like 
that?" And we said, "What's wrong?" He said, "Well you're 
tearing into your own minister." "Well," we said, "he's got to 
do what he's told. We're in control in this House. The members 
control him. A minister can't tell us what has to be done." 
Harry said, "I see your point of view." And Harry and I became 
very great friends. I used to go down to his place at Safety Bay 
and go out fishing with him. He had a big launch and he and I 
would go, and we had a lot of fun together. He took me up to 
Carnarvon, up to the banana plantations with him one time, he and 
Frank Wise, to show you what sort of friendships one developed. 
Two ministers of the Crown, taking poor old me up with them. It 
was a tragedy that he had to go so soon in his life, because he 
didn't live to have any retirement. His wife has died within the 
last twelve months, again. But that's life. Man's only born to 
die. [Short pause]. Some of us have had more fun out of it and 
[pause] more enjoyment I suppose. 

RJ You were talking about the mixing of members across 
party barriers. Was it also across the two Houses? Did the two 

40 Houses mix together? 

LOTON In the corridor it didn't matter where you came from. 
There was the Assembly, and the odd independent would be there. 

• There were never many independents. Harry Shearn at one stage, 
member for Maylands. Bill Grayden at one stage, was an 
independent. Ted Oldfield was an independent for a short space 
of time. But in that morning tea, or afternoon tea, it didn't 

• matter where you came from. If you wanted a cup of tea, sit down 
and put your money in. The rule was the first one that sat down, 
he paid for that lot. You put your ten shilling note down and if 
that cut out, well you put in again, because someone else would 

• pay next time. It was a really good set-up. If there happened 
to be a Royal Commission on at that stage - there were several 
going around that stage - often they'd join in too, and it didn't 
make any difference, because it was just a meeting of individuals 

• and politics was forgotten, as it should be. 

[1 
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40 RJ What sort of things did people discuss over morning 
tea? Were they still talking about matters coming before the 
House? 

LOTON No. As I said earlier, it was mostly.... oh well it 
might have been a leading article, or someone had said something 
and it was reported, or it might have been how Bradman was making 
runs, or McCabe. It might have been the football season: East 
Fremantle had got a hiding by West Perth, or something like that. 
They came from all over the place. So-and-so had had a good win. 
So-and-so had lost. There might have been a dealing.... When oil 
was struck at Barrow Island for example, what's going to happen 
there when the share market on.... when they struck a big oil 
find in.... [Pause]. I'll have to think about it.1 So-and-so 
had to dispose of his shares to meet his taxation, so he'd got 
rid of his shares and here they'd gone up five pound overnight. 
That all became common property. Then they'd talk about the 
price.... How's the wheat going? What's the wool market doing? 
As I say someone would raise something about it. Away, everyone 
would be into it. It didn't make any difference, because as I 
say, it was all given with a feeling of good fellowship, and that 
it would not be carried outside and repeated. But unfortunately, 
as I say, when they got into the additions of Parliament House, 
members became segregated. Up until that stage Dame 
Cardell-Oliver was the only woman in the House. 

RJ And what was she like? 

• LOTON Well evidently she was a very active member. I didn't 
have much to do with her. I went to a couple of deputations to 
her, dealing with health matters. She was very conscientious, 
but she was a very big woman and somewhat awkward in movement. 

• She'd left it a bit late in life to go into politics I think 
really. She was the one that was responsible for bringing in the 
free milk in the schools. 

S -------------------- 
'Barrow Island (AL) 
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RJ What were relationships like between members and staff? 

LOTON Always good, always good, always good. Members in many 

cases would go to the staff for advice if they thought of making 

an amendment or what they could do if they wanted to speak, what 

they ought to do. New members in particular were well guided by 

the staff. 

RJ When you first went into the House Lancelot Luke Leake 
was the Clerk. 

LOTON Yes. Billy Leake, yes Billy Leake, oh he was a 

funny. 

RJ What was he like? 

LOTON [Laughs]. A funny little man. 

RJ In what way? 

LOTON [Laughs]. One of the first things that amused me, when 

on the opening of Parliament (and this was the only occasion that 

it happened during the whole of a session) was the Usher of the 

Black Rod getting out in his pantaloons and carrying the Black 

Rod; to see someone in 1940 dressed up like this, because I'd 

only ever sighted them in pictures or picture books up to that 
stage. Bevan Sparks was the Usher of the Black at that stage. 

He then became Chief Clerk and Billy Browne became his deputy. 

At that stage the Chief Clerk had the first office on the left 

when you entered from the Harvest Terrace. The Assistant Clerk 
who kept the records and the pay sheets, and you name it he had 

it, was in one of the tin rooms off the verandah. That was 

where Billy Browne was for a start off. Yes, if you wanted 

envelopes you'd go in and see Billy Browne. If you wanted the 

address of someone, well Billy Browne would sort you out. He 
became Usher of the Black Rod, later, when Bevan Sparks became 

the Clerk of the Council. Then when Bevan Sparks.... Billy 
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Browne died, John Roberts became Clerk of the Council. He became 
Usher of the Black Rod, then he became Clerk of the Council, and 
then John Ashley became.... 

I appointed John Ashley out of the public service to the office 
of Usher of the Black Rod. He had been secretary to the Central 
Great Southern Regional Development Council. I'd just got to 
know him, and he had applied for the job of Clerk of the Council 
and Usher of the Black Rod, and I appointed him to that job and 
he later became the Clerk of the Council, and also member of the 
[committee of thei Perth Football Club. It was through him that I 
became, as I've mentioned in the meno.Jii4, the Chairman of the 
[Disputes Committee of the Perth] Junior Football [Association] 
of the Perth Football Club. Up until that stage they'd had a Mr 
Hardwick who had been a magistrate had been the Chairman. John 
Ashley said to me one day, "Hardwick is going to retire, will you 
take on the job?" I said, "Oh I don't know whether I'm capable." 
"Oh," he said, "yes it is, it's only a bit of common sense." I 
said, "Okay," and that's how I became Chairman of the Disputes 
Committee for the football club. That was interesting, but night 
work, and I didn't like the night work, especially when I had 
decided to retire. I said, "I'm retiring," and as you notice in 
[the memoirs] I gave this job up and gave that job up. I said, 
"If I'm retiring, I'm retiring, I'm not taking on other 
occupations." 

RJ What was John Roberts like as Clerk? 

• LOTON Very efficient, very efficient, yes. He was also, of 
course, very heavily involved with the.... [pause]. 

RJ CMF? 

r 

LOTON Yes. I went with him one trip up to an Army manoeuvre 
up at Lancelin or somewhere or other with him, with Colonel 
Newberry. Colonel Newberry was the other one. He was his 

• commanding officer I think, and John Roberts was 21C to Colonel 
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Newberry. Yes, I still see John Roberts around at odd times and 
speak to him at odd times on the phone if I have something of 
interest. He is on one of the historical organis.... 

RJ National Trust. 

LOTON National Trust, that's right. The last time I ran into 
him, I wanted some information about the old East Perth Cemetery. 

RJ When you first went into the House, and then trace it 
right through to when you left the House, what was the set-up 
regarding party meetings? How often were they held? 

LOTON The government of the day had a caucus room as they 
called it. That was a padded room; doors that were supposed to 
be soundproof. I don't know whether they were because it's 
debatable now whether certain things weren't heard down the 
chimney, because there were big open fireplaces. It was very 
evident at a later stage that if you sat down in one of the other 
rooms you could hear conversations taking place upstairs. 
Whether it was ever made use of or not I don't know, I couldn't 
say that, but there was always the chance. But the government 
of the day had the use of the padded room. That was the last 
room on the thing. There used to be, when the government 
consisted of the Liberal and the Country Party, they had a joint 
meeting. I think it was Wednesday afternoon. Yes Wednesday 
afternoon, because the Country Party used to have their meeting 
on a Tuesday afternoon. As soon as they'd had lunch, you'd go up 

• and have your meeting. The Liberal Party had their meeting, and 
then there was a joint meeting. Matters that sometimes had been 
raised either at the Liberal or Country Party meetings would be 
taken to a joint meeting, particularly if it was dealing with 

• policy that one supported and the other didn't, and that often 
happened. Then it would be thrashed out there. The Premier was 
nearly always present at the joint party meeting. The Country 
Party never had the Premier; we missed by one vote after the 

• election in 1946. We should have been government at that stage, 
because it was the Country Party that won all the seats to bring 
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• about the defeat of the Labor Party, but by the loss of not one 

seat, Ross McLarty became Premier when Arthur Watts should have 

been Premier, because Arthur Watts had done all the attacking and 

all the spadework in the House. A very, very able man, but a bit 

• of a loner. 

RJ So when you had your party meeting, and you found that 

the Country Party and the Liberals did not agree, what then 

• happened when it came to voting in the House? 

LOTON Well in most cases it was decided that that was it. If 
you weren't going to vote, you mostly absented yourself, or 

• paired so that you didn't have to record your vote. If it was a 

matter of major disagreement and there were more than the odd one 

or two, righto the matter in most cases lapsed, unless agreement 

could be sorted out. Sometimes a committee was formed between 

• two and two, or three and three, or one and one, to try and reach 

some sort of an agreement. If agreement couldn't be, it was just 

reported back to the meeting and it was finished with. Sometimes 

a committee would be formed to go through and suggest amendments 

• to some particular piece of legislation. I was on two committees 
of that kind: one dealing with the Police Act, dealing with the 

penalties, two and two. We got the Commissioner of Police at the 

time to come along. After we'd had a talk through it, righto, 
yes, we made these recommendations. Then it had to go back to a 

joint party meeting again after that, because the committee had 

made certain recommendations, penalties be increased. That's 

how it worked along those lines. 

RJ Were there occasions in the Council where members were 

free to vote, or did you always vote on party lines? 

• LOTON No, no, on odd occasions.... Disagreement with the 

President's ruling, for example, was a free vote. While I was 

President on nearly every occasion I said, "This is not a 

personal matter at all. You vote according to the ruling that I 

• have given. If you disagree with me, I'm not going to take 

umbrage at it." Legislation on certain matters perhaps, might 
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have been dealing with schools, religious schools, or something 
or other like that, righto, free vote. I can't just name you the 
ones, but there were certain times when it was not on party 
lines. 

RJ So from that first time you were in the House, if you 
had a party meeting and decided which way the joint parties felt 
about the legislation, then you in the Council voted as a group? 

LOTON No, not always, because the Council members in some 
cases, didn't agree with the decisions of the Assembly. Didn't 
agree with the decisions of the Assembly, because they had more 
votes than we had down there. 

RJ So you would vote against the party decision? 

LOTON Well it may be... .1 don't say it always would, and I 
can't quite quote you any particular instance. But, in a lot of 
cases, it was more a review of what was expected to be, rather 
than a party vote, because the government is not defeated in the 
Council. It's only defeated on the floor of the House in the 
Assembly. So if the government loses its bill in the Council, it 
doesn't mean it has to go to the people. That was the standing 
rule at one stage - if the government's defeated on the floor of 

• the House, in the Assembly, they went to the electors, but it 
never happened in the Council. 

This goes back to what I talked earlier about the meeting at 

• Northam in the railways. If they'd withheld the vote of the 
passing of the supply bill in the Council, it wouldn't 
automatically meant that an election had to be held. And we were 
dealing with, at one stage.... [pause]. I'm just trying to 

• think which.... I can't remember which piece of legislation, but 
the Legislative Council, I think it was, when McLarty/Watts were 
in government, the Council defeated one of their pieces of 
legislation on the Thursday, the House rose, both Houses rose, 

• and a new Parliament started off on the Tuesday. So this piece 
of legislation with an amendment in it could be re-introduced on 
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Tuesday again. [Laughs]. That's how quick it could be done, you 
see. The Assembly hadn't defeated it. It had been defeated in 
the Council by the supporters, allegedly, I'll say that because I 
suppose I was one of those that voted against the government in 
those times. And I voted against the government on more than one 
occasion because I always maintained that we knew as much about 
the matter as the minister at that stage, because in so many 
cases, of course, his brief is only drawn up by someone sitting 
behind a desk in a public office. 

We had a big fight, or a big argument over when the Labor Party 
introduced the War Service Land Settlement Scheme. They wanted 
to make it all leasehold. Roche and I and the other.... Roche 
and I in particular - he'd been a returned soldier. I wasn't, 
but I was a great believer in freehold, because I reckon when you 
had freehold you had something you could deal with, and had the 
support of the majority of the members. We finally got it so 
that all war service properties could be made freehold, rather 
than to be held in perpetual leasehold. It was one of the major 
pieces of legislation, I suppose, I had something to do with, 

plus the comprehensive water scheme, and several other minor 
ones: road transport. It was a great experience. 

RJ But just to get a clearer picture. When you'd had your 

• party meeting, and you talk of cases where the Council members 
may decide to vote differently from the Assembly, but once you'd 
made that decision did you vote as a group, or were you free to 
vote? In most cases. I mean you talk of some where there was a 

• conscience vote anyway, but.... 

LOTON The Liberal Party members of the Council, in most 
cases, never had meetings, and they didn't attend the party 

• meetings. They said, no, they were there to review legislation, 
they wouldn't attend party meetings, and therefore they voted as 
they felt inclined. Most of the Country Party members did 
attend their party meeting. Some would go to the joint party 

• meetings, but only if they had something that they wanted to.... 
were opposed to that they heard was being introduced. Otherwise 
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they stopped away also, because they were in a minority, and 
could always be overruled, and believing in the democracy of 
voting for it, being bound by the majority decision, it was best 
to stop away and say that you hadn't agreed to it, or hadn't been 
bound by that decision. Does that answer? 

RJ Yes. 

LOTON Good. 

RJ So there was a degree of independence in voting. 

LOTON Yes, yes, yes. There was always a degree and.... 

RJ But you were saying the Liberal Party Council people 
were very independent; the Country Party were not as independent. 
Is that what you're saying? That you were more inclined to do as 
your party wanted. 

LOTON Well I don't know how the machine worked for the 
Liberal Party, so therefore I can't really know what decision, 
but I know that the Council members nearly always attended the 
party meeting. 

• RJ That's Country Party? 

LOTON Country Party, yes. 

• RJ Right, but not Liberals. 

LOTON I say, I don't know, but I know some of them wouldn't, 
said that they would not attend. I know that, and again it was 

• only said outside (it wasn't binding) that they were not going to 
attend a party meeting where they were going to be bound by a 
decision which they were opposed to. 

• RJ But it was considered that you were bound by that 
decision, if you attended, as a Country Party member? 



LOTON 32 

LOTON At a joint party meeting you were expected to honour, 

but they couldn't bind you, because you weren't in the Assembly 

where the government rises or falls by a vote. 

RJ But in your experience what did the Country Party 

members of the Council mostly do? Did they go the way of that 

party decision, joint meeting decision? 

LOTON Mostly, because sometimes there would be enough.... 

The opinion of the Council members outweighed the opinion of the 

Assembly members, and the opinion of the Council would be the 
decision of the party. 

END OF SIDE ONE TAPE TWO 
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TAPE TWO SIDE TWO 

RJ Did you as Council members of the Country Party meet 
separately? You've talked about Country Party meetings and joint 
meetings with the Liberals, but on top of that did Council 
members of the Country Party meet separately again? 

LOTON No. If we wanted a meeting, we'd talk to one another 
outside, but we wouldn't call a meeting. I can't say that I 
remember ever the Country Party members of the Council - and we 
had nine at one stage - ever calling a meeting. We'd talk it 
over amongst ourselves and, "That's your opinion, and that's my 
opinion, and we'll stick by it." There was never any thought of 
trying to compel a member to vote. 

Only once that I can ever remember that I voted against what I 
thought I ought to do, and I still think that I was right. When 
they were discussing the introduction of the TAB, against the 
backyard, street corner betting, there was so much said about 

• what was going to be done. There would be no betting within so 
many hundred yards of the hotels. There'd be no betting on hotel 
premises. You wouldn't be able to do this, and you wouldn't 
be.... Have a look at what was said by Charlie Perkins and Watts, 

• and the others at that stage, about what was to be done. When 
you see today here, they can't get it [TAB shops] close enough to 
it [hotels]. I was finally persuaded that I should not oppose 
that. I didn't like the SP betting I'll admit, but I think that 

• the other was... .the way it's been bastardiesed by the successive 
governments in trying to get revenue out of the betting by 
allowing these betting facilities, and then more recently now 
that they can.... [Alan] Bond has got a thing that he can switch 

• on and have all the races. The hotel licensee has a room set 
aside, in this thing, where you can lodge bets evidently. I 
haven't been in. I've only been in a betting shop once since 
they ever opened. It makes me more annoyed than ever that all 

• those words that were spoken at that stage to try and decry 
anyone that thought of not supporting the introduction of the TAB 
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shops, but I think that something could have been done to make it 
so they couldn't ever break the words that were said in.... I 
don't know whether - I think they were in good faith, but it 
makes me doubt today, whether they were. Those are hard words, 
but it's true. I would like some of those that are all the time 
talking about betting shops and all the rest to see what the 
words that were said when the legislation was introduced, because 
it was a very bitter fight between those that wanted the betting 
shops to remain, against those that wanted the TAB. 

RJ But you were saying you were persuaded to vote one way? 
Did you then regret that decision? 

LOTON Well I'm not certain now whether I voted, or whether I 
paired, so that I would not record my vote. I think I paired so 
that I wouldn't have to. Because afterwards you live with 

• yourself. "To thine own self be true." I think I paired because 
if I remember it was on that piece of legislation when the report 
came out in the West Australian the next morning (I think it was 
on this piece of legislation) they came out, "Mr Loton, CP, again 
did not vote." I got onto the phone, and I got onto Jim, Jarrah 
Jack, Jim Murray, and I said, "You recorded my vote as a pair, 
did you Jim?" He said, "Yes." I said, "Thank you that's all I 
wanted to know." I went to see my lawyer then. I think it was 

• on that. I know it was on some piece of legislation like that. 
They talked to me and they said, "Oh what's the good of taking on 
the West Australian?" I said, "I'll take on anyone if it's 
wrong." Anyhow they persuaded me that I should raise the matter 

• in the House, when the House assembled, and I up and quoted it 
and all the rest. I demanded that they withdraw the accusation, 
that I had been recorded as voting, and paired, and that it was 
not a case, as the West [reported]. And they had to apologise 

• [publicly]. But I had a case to win if I'd gone ahead with it. 
That was again when one Liberal member said to me, "You're making 
a lot fuss about nothing." I said, "It might be so in your 
opinion, but it's not in my opinion, because they have said that 

• I was not prepared to vote." I said, "I was paired, as you've 
been paired on more than one occasion haven't you?" I think that 
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• was the legislation, but that's how the West reported, because 

they'd show you how the voting took place. Ayes and the noes and 

all the rest, paired. When they said that, "Mr Loton again did 

not record his vote," well it wasn't, because I had recorded my 

vote as a pair. But I got over it. 

But I still think that the legislation should have been made more 

watertight, or it should have been honoured in the way it was 

• introduced and the undertakings that were given by the government 

and the officers that have been appointed to see that the Act, or 

the bill, was carried out, on the lines outlined by the then 

minister. Not that it makes any difference, as I say. They 

• don't get much out of me in the way of TAB betting, but it was 

just the connivance that took place. Mind you I knew several of 

the SP bookmakers. They were my electors some of them, as a 

matter of fact. I used to be able to go and have a bob and pick 

• a horse, "Bob in", and have a bit of fun out of it. 

RJ What did you think of Ross McLarty in the party room, 

and how he controlled the party situation? 

• 
LOTON Well I didn't have very much to do with Ross. I knew 

Ross personally. I'd played cricket with Ross. He had been to 

the same school as I went to. Always enjoyed Ross's company, and 

• all the rest of it, but didn't know much about him, and I can't 

say that.... In most cases it was left to Arthur Watts, because 

Arthur Watts was the main factor in the government, or the 

McLarty/Watts Government. Arthur Watts was the brains in that 

• government. There's no doubt about that. 

RJ So are you saying that he ran the joint party meetings? 

• LOTON Not so much ran it, but he was the dominating speaker 

on behalf of the government's proposals or activities. 

RJ Later on, of course, you had David Brand as the leader 

• of the Liberal party, and I wondered what he was like in the 

party room? 
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LOTON Well this was during the time.... David Brand was 
Premier from 19.... 

RJ '59 onwards, till 1971. 

S 
LOTON By the time 1964 came, I knew what I was doing, and I 
wasn't greatly concerned what happened in the party room then. I 
went to a few party meetings, but.... [Pause] David Brand I.... 
we just were friends and that was all really. Never buddies; 
never buddies. 

RJ But what do you think of how he controlled the party 
room situation? 

LOTON He controlled the Liberal Party very well, because he 
mostly was able to get them to follow his line of thinking, and 

• his proposals, I would think in nearly all cases were accepted. 
As I say I don't know much about how their machine worked and all 
the rest, but he was well respected by all the members. 

• RJ I've been told that David Brand did not have separate 
Liberal Party meetings while he was leader, because he considered 
that the two parties were in coalition and they should have joint 
meetings, but the Country Party did continue to meet separately. 

• 
LOTON Yes, we had certain matters that we considered were 
Country Party interests, and that they were not to be flogged 

• around by anybody who liked to take note of them. Right up until 
the finish I know that we had our Country Party meetings. 
Sometimes they were domestic matters and sometimes they were. 
Well Arthur Watts, or Crawford Nalder, when he became leader, 

• said, "Well you better go and discuss this with the Liberal Party 
and see what arrangements you can come to, as to reaching 
agreement, and bring it back to us." Which was the fairest way 
because after all if you're a separate party you're entitled to 
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have your separate meetings, because you can say things to your 
own fellow fellows, that you daren't, or don't want to say to the 
others, because they could take umbrage. 

RJ When the House was sitting and you'd come up from 
Popanyinning for sittings, what did you do between the Thursday, 
the last sitting of the House, and the next sitting on the 
following Tuesday? 

LOTON Get in the car and travel half the country. Roche and 
I travelled thousands of miles together. We had a very good 
understanding in our electorate. If there were two meetings on 
that we felt we should attend - there might have been a show at 
Gnowangerup, and a show at Pingelly, or Brockton, or somewhere 
out there, we'd have a talk, and he'd say, "Well I'll go down 
there, and you go so-and-so. I'll apologise for you, and you 

• apologise for me." If it was a district council meeting, or a 
regional council meeting, Central Districts Regional Council 
Development meeting out at Hyden or somewhere, we'd say, "Oh well 
we'll go together." Sometimes we'd leave from Perth and go down 

• together, because he came up. After I'd sold the farm in 1955, 
(he sold his farm in 1956 I think it was, and lived over in 
[Applecross]) we used to leave from Perth and travel together. 
One time he'd take his car. I'd take mine the next time. We 

• travelled a lot, but it was mostly over the weekends. There were 
shows to attend to, regional meetings, political meetings, or 
even just going out because there was a meeting of some sort - 

might have been a race meeting or a sports meeting or something. 

• Something to keep yourself in the public image. One year I did 
fourteen shows, I know for example. [Laughs]. That's a lot of 
travelling, but it was the weekends that you had to make your 
contacts. Then if you wanted to have a game of cricket.... Well 

• I gave up cricket practically as soon as I got into politics. 

RJ What happened about your farm when the House was 
sitting? 
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LOTON Well I had one lad, David, he did the work while I was 
away, and then when I went home..., and that was one of the 
reasons I finally decided to sell. I said, "I've got tired of 
this coming home on the Friday morning and having to turn round 
and seed or cart hay, or do something like that. I can't attend 
to two jobs at once. I can't go down to Albany and be on the 
farm." He said, "Well I don't want the farm." I said, "Right, 
we're selling." 

RJ So really politics took over. 

LOTON Well I was quite happy. I've had no regrets for 
selling out, because I'd, as you saw there [in the memoirs], on 
one season in 1950 was it, '50? I think it was nearly a pound 
for a pound [of wool], and twelve months later it was down to 
half that price. Having seen what happened in 1924/'25, when it 

• went to twenty-four pence, and the next year it was down to 
twelve, I said, "It's on again. If we can get out, we'll get 
out." When I got someone interested I was prepared to cut my 
price to get paid. I'm very glad that I did. We've been very 

• happy here. 

RJ When the House was not sitting, how much time did you 
spend in your electorate, and on matters for your constituents? 

I: 
LOTON Well I lived in my electorate in the early part. It 
was only when I knew what I was going to do, and I decided that I 
was giving it up in the 1960s. That meant five years before I 

• sold out. So it didn't make any difference, because up until 
that stage, I think that a man, if he wants to represent his 
people he must live with his people. But when I knew what I was 
wanting, to go and retire, and wasn't going to be persuaded by 

• anyone to go on, I decided that I'd look around for a place, and 
found this, and the farm was for sale. 

RJ But up to then, when you were on the farm and the House 

* was not sitting, how much time would you have spent on matters 
for the electorate? 
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LOTON Well most of the meetings occurred on a Saturday or a 
Friday afternoon, and you'd make the necessary arrangements. 
Nearly all the district council meetings were held on a Friday 
afternoon. If our own political branch meetings were held, we'll 
say at Broomehill, they'd be held on an evening some time or 
other. Well you most likely would go down and do the evening, 
and stop the evening. I might go and stop with Roche. Pick him 
up at Kojonup, go on and stop at his place on the way home, or 
else we'd stop at one of the pubs and get away the next morning. 
But it depended on what was on, and the time that the meeting was 
going to finish. But all the time it was travel, travel, travel, 
and that's the hardest job in the political world. You can't do 
anything while you're travelling. 

RJ Did your wife get involved in any of this side of your 
career as a member? 

LOTON Well she may have in the early stages of it. She used 
to help look after the horses for me while I was away, because 
there was still horses. We didn't get a tractor till 1946 I 
think it was. So the horses had to be looked after while I was 
away. David was still at school; David was my youngest boy. The 
eldest one had gone by that stage. He'd gone to Bunbury to work 
for the Main Roads Department, and he's still working for them. 

e But after I came down here and I was President [of the 
Legislative Council], I was invited to so many functions that she 
had to take her show in it then. But that was just part of it. 
But she never, never intruded, but she was always there to back 
me up. 

RJ You said for your first election you got in on 
preferences. What was the situation for succeeding elections? 

LOTON Well the following year someone nominated against me. 
He went down to Katanning and turned round and came back again. 
That was all he did in the campaign. Why he contested it - I 

• don't know whether it was against me, or whether he was prompted 
to go or not, I don't know, but it had been said that he would do 
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something for the seat, but.... That's all these election 
campaigns. Of course, it made it very easy, but I carried out 
the campaign just as hard as if.... Because Roche and I had 

decided that if we lost that election, well it was the end of us. 
So we said, "Righto," and he worked for me, and Seward and Doney, 

they all worked, because they said it wasn't fair for a fellow to 
only be in fifteen months and then to be reopposed again. Austin 
Piesse had been persuaded not to have a go at me again, but to 
wait and have a go for the Assembly seat of Wagin, because Sydney 
Stubbs was not going to contest that election, which he did, and 
he didn't win that seat eithe&, because Crawford Nalder won the 
seat at that election. 

RJ So that was the next election? 

LOTON Yes. 

RJ What did you win by? 

LOTON Over a thousand votes anyway I know, but if you could 
get about a twenty-five per cent vote you know you were doing 

very well in those times. Then the next twice I was unopposed. 

RJ Right. You became President of the Council in 1954. 

LOTON Yes. 

RJ Was that a position you sought? 

LOTON Yes. 

RJ Why? 

LOTON Well the first germ for being President of the Council 
was given to me by Victor Doney, who I used to travel with again, 
after getting in the first time. Vic couldn't drive a motor car 

• and if he was going to a meeting around Narrogin or somewhere or 
other, he'd say, "Will you take me tonight?" And I'd [say], 
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"Yes, right." He said one day, "Well you better start thinking 
about that. Why don't we have a go at President?" I said, "Oh 
that's a long way off." "Oh," he said, "time passes." I said, 
"Alright." And when Garnet Wood became ill, collapsed and died, 
Minister for Agriculture, they said, "Oh Lloyd Loton you better 
have a go for that." I said, "No. Not interested for that. I'm 
not going to tie myself up for seven days and a half a week. At 
this stage I can go home over the weekend. I think I can hold 
the seat in the Council alright, why change horses? I don't want 
the extra work, and I certainly don't want the Minister for 
Agriculture." So I wouldn't throw my hat in the ring. They 
tried to persuade me. 

RJ Why did you say you certainly didn't want to be 
Minister for Agriculture? Besides the hours was there another 
reason? 

LOTON No, just the tie up. You were a seven day a week job, 
and then you travelled East and all the rest of it. It had no 
appeal to me, because at one stage they tried to get me to 
contest a Senate seat when a vacancy [occurred] and I said, "Not 
on your life. I'm too much of a lover of a home to be able to 
travel backwards and forwards. I've got no interest in going to 
Canberra at all." I think I could have perhaps - I might be a 

• little bit boastful about that, but I think if I'd said that I 
wanted the vacancy in the Senate, that certain push would have 
taken place. I think that, and I think I have good reason to 
know where the push was coming from. But I was not interested. 

• I said, "No, I'm stopping here thankyou, forget it." That was 
the germ of standing for the Council, and I made no secret of the 
fact that Harold Seddon was an old, aging man, and I talked to a 
few ones like Roche and Ray Jones, and Alex Thomson, and others 

• and they said, "Yes give it a go." I said, "Righto, I'll toss my 
hat in. I think I can get a vote from this one and that one." 
Ones like Eric Heenan and Bob Boylen, and Bill Hall. They said, 
"Yes, we'll give you a go." I said, "Right, I'm in." 
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• RJ What did you see as being your role as President? 

LOTON The presiding officer, and in charge of the House. 

[Pause]. That's about it isn't it, because you control the 

conduct of the members. At that stage you are chairman of the 

House committee, and disagreements between members on points of 

order they refer to the President. I don't think I missed a 

sitting of the Council on the four years that I was President. I 

don't think I missed, looking back. That's about the total 

strength of the presidency. 

RJ How did you see the role of the House, the Legislative 

Council? What did you see their job as being in the Council? 

LOTON To deal with the legislation as presented. 

40 RJ In what way though? In other words did you see it as a 

House of review? 

LOTON Well I think the legislation in most cases - most cases 
I'll say - it was dealt with on its merits. Sometimes 

legislation was introduced only for propaganda purposes, or.... 

I'll call it propaganda purposes I should say, with very little 

hope of it getting through, particularly wanting to alter the 

franchise of the Council. One man, one vote kind of business, 

that had Buckley's chance of getting through. Therefore I say 

when it was introduced it was only for propaganda purposes. 

• RJ Why did it have Buckley's chance of getting through? 

LOTON Because of the..., most of the members of the Council 

were, on principle, opposed to the idea of one man, one vote. 

Most of them had been elected on a property franchise. You had 

to own property to have a vote. Therefore to say that one man, 

one vote, that was completely against their principles of their 

own election. 
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RJ Did you agree with adult franchise? 

LOTON No. I still don't agree. I still don't agree that one 
man one vote. If you're going to.... a person that has property 
has a far greater stake and an interest in either whether it was 
a Council election - I mean local government election - or a 
State Parliament election, or a federal election, if he owns 
property, than if he's just an individual. They may not agree 
with your line of thinking on that. But you see here, and this 
goes back to, oh many, many years ago, when elections could be 
stacked. Before election you'd shift a hundred men up to build 
a railway line or to do fettlers' work at Sandstone, somewhere or 
other. I'm just quoting offhand. You've got ninety-eight per 
cent of those votes, and that was enough in those small pocket 
boroughs in those days to swing the elections. Whereas if any 
one of those - and this has been borne out more recently in some 
Road Board election up north where the aborigines have now got 
the majority of members on the Board against the station owners. 
The ones who are providing all the money to run the district, or 
the local government, are in a minority against the aborigines 

• who have got one man one vote. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE TWO 
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TAPE THREE SIDE ONE 

RJ As President what sort of staff did you have to support 
you in the work of the House? You had your Clerk and these 

people, but was there anyone else, attendants, any secretarial 

help, anything like that? 

LOTON No, no outside help. You had the two Clerks, the Chief 

Clerk and the Clerk Assistant. They were only there to advise, 

or if you wanted to discuss points of order with them. There was 

no typists or secretaries or anything else these days that 

they've all got around themselves. If you wanted correspondence 

done you took your.... By this stage they got to having another 
typist. We had two typists then. A Miss McCaul used to do all 
the minutes for the Joint House Committee. She used to do most 
of my typing for me, because it was easier to get her than it was 

to get Miss Watkins. But there was no additional staff at all. 

RJ Did you have a car provided as President? 

LOTON No. If you wanted to go to an official function, a car 

was made available from the government garage. Sometimes the 

Speaker, Mr Jim flegney and I, would be going perhaps down to the 

• Lord Mayor's function, and we'd get a car between us and go that 
way. In the last two years of presidents, I think we were given 

twelve..., we could draw twelve gallons of petrol per month 

because he had put up the proposition to the Premier that we 

• should be able to get our cars washed and polished at the 
government garage, which was down where the Freeway is now, and 

it was turned down by the government of the day, but they gave us 

twelve gallons of petrol which we signed for. But you couldn't 
• draw any more petrol than the twelve out of the bowser and pay 

for it. No, you could just get your twelve gallons. 

lU What facilities did you have if any, to entertain 
• guests, as President? 
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LOTON You had the use of the President's room, which was a 
S large room where all functions arranged by the government were 

held for visitors. That was the big room next to.... oh well 

it's part of the President's office there. Folding doors would 

go across on that other end. That was the main dining room at 
S that stage where all functions where the Governor General, Sir 

William Slim, etc., etc.... Most of those functions the 

President was invited by the government of the day, but odd 

occasions if it was going to be, oh we'll say the particular 

function that the Labor Party wanted to tend to someone of their 

own political faith, they would ask if they could use the room 

and, "Would you mind being excused?" I always agreed because 

they wanted to discuss things amongst themselves. That was fair 

enough I think. 

RJ What was the President's bedroom used for in your time 

as President? 
S 

LOTON It was a spare room upstairs. 

RJ Did you find your appointment as President affected 

your relationship with your colleagues at all? 

LOTON No, not at all, not at all. It didn't seem to make two . pennyworth of difference to most of them. I was the 

President.... [pause]. 

RJ Can you remember any particular rulings that you made 

that you considered to be significant ones, or important ones? 

LOTON No, no, not offhand I can't. There were odd rulings 

and some were upheld, some not. It didn't make two hoots of 

difference, because as I said earlier, the House is in control of 

itself at all times; the majority decision rules. 

RJ What about standing orders, was there any revision of 

standing orders while you were President? 
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LOTON No. 

RJ I wondered what your policy was in regulating debate in 

the House? 

LOTON The policy as laid down by standing orders. It's all 

laid down there that the mover shall do so-and-so, and the 

seconder shall do so-and-so, and the debate goes on. Sometimes 

after the mover moves, it might be moved that the debate be 

adjourned, and if no one disagreed, righto it was adjourned. 

Standing orders were there, and as long as you tried to abide by 

them - sometimes you may not, someone would disagree on it. But 

it was there and you did your best to try and interpret it as it 

was. The standing order that caused a confusion on more than 

one occasion was, "The question be not now put." [Chuckles]. 

That caught them out on a couple of occasions, that you meant 

there is no vote. But when you went and sprung all of sudden 

that someone gets up from his seat and moves the question be not 

now put, well you can't put the question can you? That was the 

one that tricked them on a couple of occasions. One time the 

adjournment was moved. When a piece of legislation was against 

certain individuals, it was moved that the debate be adjourned 

until December the 25th, so-and-so. [Laughs]. Which also meant 

that it died a natural death. 

RJ What upset you as President in the chair? 

LOTON Upset me? What do you mean by upset me? 

RJ Well was there anything that you disliked when you were 

in control of the House? 

LOTON Well one thing that I disliked and I altered it almost 

at once: during prayers, when members sat and read the newspaper, 

I introduced the idea that when the President was reading prayers 

that members should stand. That stopped them from reading their 

paper, because I think it's terrible if you're going through to 

read the Lord's Prayer, and people were sitting down reading the 
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newspaper. If you're going to have prayers have prayers, but 
under.... But I believe that was abolished as soon as I got out 
of the chair. They went back to the "old order standeth". 
[Laughs]. 

RJ Was there anything else that could upset you? 

LOTON Oh sometimes. Little personalities coming into things. 
Someone saying something on the spur of the moment that a person 
felt that the boot was squeezing a bit tight and he took umbrage 
at. In most cases it was quite easily overcome and the member 
would withdraw. On odd occasions, no. "No, I've said it, I've 
said it." But mostly common sense would prevail. 

RJ How easy was it to keep control of the House in your 
time as President? 

LOTON Easy, because most members observed the requirements of 
standing orders, that the President was in control of the House 
and when he stood the members sat down. When the President 

• called order, it was supposed to be order. Not like this billy 
goat farm that they've got in the federal House at this stage. 
I'd be ashamed to be a member of. When the presiding officer has 
to adjourn the House because he can't control them I think it's a 

• disgrace. [Said with emphasis]. I make no bones about that. 
Either he should resign because he can't control them, or else 
the whole Parliament should be abolished. I know Mr Hayden gets 
up and says it's quite alright, it shows there's a good deal of 

• feeling about the debate. What rot! What rot! [Laughs] 

RJ How could you help a new member from the chair when you 
were President? 

LOTON It wasn't the President's job to help the new member. 
He had standing orders and he had his own party members, he had 
the Clerks. They were all there to help him. 

Ll 
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RJ I was thinking more of perhaps keeping a tighter rein 

• on interjections and that sort of thing, while that member's 

finding his feet. 

LOTON The rule always was in those days, the new member on 

• his maiden speech had no interjections. That was the standing 

orders, so that was easy. 

Ri But then perhaps for his second or third speeches. 

LOTON Oh well then once he entered into the fray, if he's 

going to give, he's going to take. That just went on. But he 

was given that honorary understanding, "Righto, in your maiden 

• speech you can say what you like, there'll be no interruptions, 

but from now on you take it if you give," and that was fair. But 

these days it's Barney's... .you can do what you like evidently. 

I don't know; I say I haven't.... But that always worked. If 
• someone interjected the President would say, "This is the 

Honourable Member's maiden speech. I would draw the Honourable 

Member's attention to," and he accepted it as a mild rebuke. 

Sometimes they trod on one another's toes. [Laughs] 

71 The application of Section 46, of the Constitution Acts 

Amendment Act used to cause disputes between the two Houses. 

What do you remember about the application of that Section in 

your time? 

LOTON (Just trying to catch it back. I had it in my mind 

Just then.) After I left Parliament, in the Legislative Council 
• there was an amendment made to do something with the.... Mr 

MacKinnon had introduced the bill in the Legislative Council, and 

as soon as I read in the paper that it was.... I think it was 

dealing with the University or else the Hospitals Act. I 

thought, "I don't think this is going to go very far, because 

it's against the Constitution. It's a money bill, because the 

government was going to provide money." I won't be certain 

whether it was the hospital or the university. And the next day 

I saw that.... I listened in the news, and I heard that Mr 
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Willesee or Mr Wise, had raised the issue in the Council the 

following day, and the President had, I think, said that he would 

defer a decision until the following day. Finally it was decided 

that it was a money bill and it had to be introduced in the 

Assembly. But I don't think there were any great arguments that 

I can remember in my time in the twenty years there, over whether 

it was a money bill or whether it wasn't a money bill. 

RJ What was your view of wearing the wig and gown as 

President? 

LOTON It was a sign of the authority of the office. If you 

had the wig and gown on, it denoted, if visitors came in, that 

the President was in the chair, because he was the only person 

who was entitled to wear the wig and the gown. If he left the 

chair and the Chairman of Committees came up, he didn't wear a 

• wig and gown. So that was a token of the office. I didn't wear 

the frills and all the rest of it; I only wore the wig and the 

gown. 

RJ Why didn't you wear the lace cuffs and jabot? 

LOTON I didn't have anyone to dress me up. [Laughter] You 

asked for it, you got it. [Laughter]. 

RJ If you had had someone, would you have liked to have 

worn them? [Laughter] 

• LOTON No. [Laughter]. No, I thought the rest of it was in 
conformity with the requirements and I know that previous 
Presidents and later Presidents, at odd times, dispensed with the 

wig on the hot weather, but I don't think I ever, on any 

• occasion, because I don't think it made a great deal of 

difference as far as the heat was concerned, because they weren't 

hot, unless you were hotheaded. [Laughs]. 

• RJ What did you think of your time as President? Was it 

something you enjoyed? 
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LOTON Yes. Very, very exacting. Very exacting. Because 
like all positions, there is always someone that is trying to, or 
prepared to white ant. There was an element, you could sense it, 
that, "We'll upset him if we can." But only a very small 
minority, thank heavens. In retrospect I'm very glad that I 
didn't get the second term, or get a six year term, after the 
four years. 

RJ Why? 

LOTON Because I'm alive today and I wouldn't have been if I'd 
stopped in office. Because there were certain worrying aspects 
that were becoming more evident week by week, of differences, 
politically and personal, between certain individuals. The good 
fellowship that I've talked about earlier was disappearing. 
There were certain ones that were trying to score at every 

• possible opportunity. I'll leave it at that. 

RJ Did you seek re-election as President in 1958? 

• LOTON Yes. 

RJ And at the time were you disappointed? 

• LOTON Yes. I won't go into the grounds, but people broke 
their word. 

RJ Did that ever affect your feeling about operating in 

• the House from that point on? 

LOTON No, no. I paid respect to the chair. I did what I 
thought my duty as a member should be. I conformed to the 

• requirements, to the best of my knowledge and belief, and went 
out feeling that I had made up my mind six years before that I 
was going to retire when I got to sixty. As I said earlier there 
was pressure when they increased the salary. I don't know what 

• it was when I retired, but it was six hundred pound a year when I 
first went in. I think when I retired it was.... Well they 

rA 
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talked somewhere about thirty odd thousand. "Won't you change 
your mind?" I said, "Money's not on. I'm well enough off to 
retire, and I'm not going to change my mind and come back here." 
That was again when a man's word is his bond. It hurts. 
[Pause]. 

RJ You mean over your defeat as President, when you say it 
hurts. 

LOTON Yes, yes yes. [Pause]. 

RJ Overall how do you feel about your time in Parliament? 

LOTON I think I served the people that elected me, as well as 
I could under the circumstances and the conditions. I think they 
must have been satisfied when they returned me twice unopposed. 

• The second time that I was opposed after the first election was 
only a token opposition. When a man goes down, turns round and 
comes back after only going halfway through the electorate, he 
must have got some indication that he was only wasting his time. 

• I went out, as I say, perfectly satisfied that I had done as best 
as I could in trying to look after the people that had elected me 
orginally. Most of them were still alive. Unfortunately quite a 
few - and it's a sad day today to look through, see the paper, 

• and say, "Here's another one gone, another one gone, another one 
gone." As I told you today, I've been through there [The 
Parliamentary Handbook]. A hundred and two in 42 years is a 
fairly big tally. There are a lot of others that just came in 

• and stopped only half a term, might be two years, and they were 
defeated at the next election. I haven't checked on that lot. 

P.3 So for the record you're referring to the fact that 

• there are a hundred and two members that you knew in the House, 
who have died since.... 

F] 
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LOTON Died since I went in. 

RJ First went in? 

LOTON Yes, yes. There are only four still alive: the 
• Honourable Jack Tonkin, Honourable Eric Heenan, Ray Owen and 

myself. I've looked through there [The Parliamentary Handbook] 

and I can't place any of the others. As I say the names all rang 

a bell. There might be more, I might have missed one, but near 
• enough; that's the 102, and it's a fair tally isn't it? 

RJ Yes, it is, yes. 

• As President you were also Chairman of the Joint House Committee. 

How did that operate in your time? 

LOTON The Speaker from the Legislative Assembly was 
• ex-officio a member of the Joint House Committee, and I think 

each party down now they.... I just can't remember whether it was 

two members or one from each party. I think it was one from each 

party. That made three, plus the Speaker, four. Up our way we 

had - Mr Heenan was on the Joint House Committee at one stage. 

There was no-one from the Country Party. I think we just acted 

as a committee. I think the parties nominated their members, I 

think it was, and they were just automatically - yes, that's how 

it went. At the beginning of each session the Speaker or the 

President would read out that So-and-So has been nominated as a 

member representing the Liberal Party on the Joint House 

Committee. So-and-So is on the Library Committee. So-and-So on 

such and such. So it went on that way. Yes, it was done by the 

various organisations making their own recommendations who was to 

be on the committee. They used to meet once a month if I 

remember right. • 
RJ Can you remember any particularly important things that 

happened in your time on the House Committee? 
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LOTON Yes, the first additions to Parliament House since the 
original building. That was the most important, to be followed 
again by alterations again in 19.... when they put the far end 
wing on down there. Because that first one dealt with the 
abolition of the old bowling green made into a car park; the 
removal of the pine trees all along Harvest Terrace. There was a 
row of pine trees all along where the car park.... From there 
right down to Malcolm Street at one stage. Yes, that was all 
part of it, which was a major transformation for the whole area. 
It was in the second lot that they built the duck pond down on 
the bottom there with the water works. I call it the duck pond 
because I've seen ducks on there, wild ducks, on a couple of 

• occasions. 

RJ To what extent did the House Committee have a say in 
planning the additions to the building? 

LOTON The Controller and myself and Mr van Mans, an architect 
from the Public Works Department, did the original - what will we 
call it? - talking around of what we thought should be done, 

• about the room sizes, etc. Then the plans were submitted to the 
House Committee. Backwards and forwards they went, and those 
plans (they must be about somewhere) bear my signature on it, and 
dated. Those were the plans that were to be put into operation. 

• But the House Committee made the final decision of approval, and 
that's recorded on the minutes somewhere along the business, that 
the Joint House Committee on such and such a day, approved of the 
plans as submitted. 

END OF SIDE ONE TAPE THREE 
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TAPE THREE SIDE TWO 

RJ What did you think of the alterations when they were 

41 completed? 

LOTON Well they fitted in very well with the conformity of 
the rest of the buildings. That had been the main objective of 

the House Committee. Mr Burton, who was the House Controller, Mr 

van Manns and myself, and also Paddy Clair, who was the Chief 

Architect, that was their main concern, was to make them try and 

fit in as close as possible, not that you had a line of 

demarcation between 1900 and 1964. When they made the last 

alterations on that end, they've also fitted in very well. You 

wouldn't know that there were three lots of buildings, or two 

lots of additions been made to Parliament House. 

RJ How well do you think the House was run when you were 
there, and the upkeep of the gardens? 

• LOTON I took a personal interest in the gardens. I would 

often go out and talk to the gardener, and one thing and another. 

A very big undertaking because I think we had the first bore put 

down to give us a supply of water, because water was starting to 

• get very expensive and with the grounds that they had it was a 
big item. The head gardener, I don't know what his other name 

was, George I think it was at that stage. He was always very 

enthusiastic, was always coming along and saying, "Oh look come 

* and have a look at so-and-so," knowing that I was interested. 

I'd like you to see my garden too, in a moment. [Pause]. 

RJ Anything else you were responsible for? 

LOTON No. Had no control over the members outside the House. 
[Laughter]. [Pause]. 



LOTON 55 

RJ In that span of twenty years that you were a member of 
the Legislative Council, I wondered what you noted, if anything, 
about change, when it came to the floor of the House: the length 
of speeches, the quality of speeches, the degree of interjection. 
Was there any change that you noticed? 

LOTON No, no. We had no very long winded speechmakers. At 
that time in the Assembly there had been records made, I believe 
of stonewalling, as we called it, three and four hours on their 
feet. One of the Hegneys at one stage, I believe, spoke three 
hours or more, one night, to try and do something or other. But 
no, we had no marathon goers. They would have been frowned on I 
think. [Laughs]. And we never had any bomb scares. [Laughs] 

RJ Did you notice any change over the years in the 
attitude of the community to you as a member? 

LOTON No. No. 

RJ One thing I should have asked you earlier. After you 

• sold your farm and you came up to Gosnells to live, how did that 
affect your work in the electorate? 

LOTON Well it meant further travelling. Instead of being a 
• hundred miles in your electorate, you started off from a hundred 

miles outside. It meant further mileage to travel, but it was 
only the difference - if I went home on a Thursday night, and 
then went on on Friday or Saturday. From here I went off on from 

• here, instead of going from Poppo. So overall I don't suppose it 
made..., except that it was further time taken on that second 
travelling. Instead of getting home and having a hundred miles, 
and then a rest, here you started off, and if you went from here 

• to Katanning and then back again during the day, just over 300 
miles you see, instead of only 110. That was the biggest 
disadvantage I found, but as I say I knew what I was doing from 
then on, so it wasn't so bad. I'd got myself a better car by 

• that stage. I'd got away from a Holden. [Laughs]. 
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RJ So you were still going just as often to meetings and 
that sort of thing? 

LOTON I was still going when the meetings were on, to the 
District Council meetings, etc., etc. While it was an obligation 
that you'd entered into and perhaps didn't.... Well even to the 
shows. I attended all the shows up till the last time. But then 
when the day was up I said, "No more thankyou." Well there was a 
new member. I was only an ex-member then. 

1W By the time of your retirement in 1965, had there been 
any increase.... 

LOTON '63. 

1W In 1 63 was it? 

LOTON No, no, '65. '65 that's right. Yes they had to extend 
it one period. 

• RJ Was there any increase in the things that constituents 
were bringing to you to deal with for them? 

LOTON Well we'd had this.... War Service had all settled 

• itself down by that stage, because there'd been a great deal of 
travelling and meetings over the conditions of War Service, the 
conditions under which the farms had been handed over to the 
settlers, the debts that had been placed on those farms, that 

• should never have been allotted to them. Work had been paid for 
by the government to contractors for work not done. All this had 
to be straightened out. Most of it came back to the members 
thrashing it out with the Administrator of the War Service Land 

• Settlement, calling for papers and getting authority from the 
settlers involved, written authority to act on their behalf, 
because at one stage they said they wouldn't discuss it with 
members of Parliament, the conditions and debts etc. of the 

• settlers. So we said, "Well we can overcome that. We'll get 
written authority and you can't refuse us seeing the files and 
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discussing it with you." And that's how it went. But that was 
a.... oh it went on for years. A lot of them have sold out since 
then because of the freehold rights that they got; have retired. 
A lot of them unfortunately have died in the process, but that 
was the undertaking that the federal government would give to the 
war servicer, that he would be given a property if he wanted it. 
There shouldn't have been any strings attached to the giving of 
the property. 

RJ But was there a change in the amount electors came to 
you for help? 

LOTON No, I don't think so, no, no. Right up to the finish 
it was just the same. It was the same as here. I'd have 
regulars, as I call them, and they'll come to me from Byford, 
down here to get papers signed. They'll come to me from two 

• suburbs down here. Kenwick; they'll come up to me. The bailiff 
down there, he comes up here, and his staff come up here to get 
their papers signed. They can go across almost to the other side 
of the street, and get someone to sign, but they said, "No, we'll 

• go up to Lloyd Loton; we know him." 

RJ That's in your role as JP? 

• LOTON JP, yes. It's a fellowship that's built up over the 
years, and sometimes it was, well when they first came in on this 
breaking up of marriages, a lot of them used to come along just 
to talk. They wanted to talk to someone that was prepared to 

• listen, and could perhaps, in some cases, give them advice, who 
to go and see, or what to do. 

RJ When you made the decision to retire in 1965, you 

• could, of course, have stayed longer, you were only then 
sixty-one years of age. 
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LOTON Yes. 

RJ Why did you want to retire then? 

LOTON So that I could retire. [Pause]. I'd sold the farm, 
• I'd bought this property. We had good health. I thought I had 

enough to live comfortably on, and what more do you want? Also, 

as I say, I'd lost my [best] friends [Seward and Roche]. [Pause]. 

[Emotion expressed]. 

RJ Can you just sum up for me you feelings about your time 

as a member? 

• LOTON It was a wonderful experience. [To have been a member 

of the Legislative Council for twenty-one years and President of 

the Council for more than four years was something that I had 

never dreamed of when as a school boy attending high school I had 
• often seen men getting off the trams in Hay Street with rugs 1 

over their arms in preparation for an all night sitting which was 

a common occurrence in those days and I had to suffer a few 

during my term.] I appreciate the confidence of the members who 
• elected me President, and I have no regrets that I decided to 

retire, and did not change my mind at the finish when many tried 

to persuade me to stand for another term. Thank you. 

END OF INTERVIEW 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE TWO 

-------------------- 
'The rugs were necessary because of the lack of heating in the 
House. There was still no heating when Mr Loton first entered 

• Parliament in 1944, though later on small electric radiators 

provided some heat. (RJ) 
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ANTHONY LLOYD LOTON: MEMOIRS 

I, Anthony Lloyd Loton, was born at "Belvoir" Upper Swan on 13 
February 1904. I first went to a small private school conducted 
by Miss Spurling at Helena Street, Guildford, where my elder 
brother Thorley had attended and my sister Maude was attending. 
We used to be driven to school on a Monday morning in a four 
wheeled hooded buggy and home again on the Friday afternoon, 
boarding the week with Miss Spurling and her mother. I remember 
the bells being run in Guildford announcing the death of King 
Edward VII in 1910. 

In 1912 I and my young brother Vernon went to school at Christ 
Church Claremont and once again drove to Midland, train to 
Claremont on Monday morning and home again on Friday, so we did 
not have much home life. 

At the beginning of 1915 we were both transferred to High School 
later Hale School and boarded in the old Hospital which had been 
part of the original pensioner barracks in George Street. The 
new school ws just opened at Havelock Street and we used to walk 
from George Street to Havelock in the morning, run home for 
dinner and then back to Havelock Street for the afternoon 
session. Mr Matthew Wilson was the headmaster and what a S 
wonderful man he was and a great sportsman. After school we used 
to go down to the Esplanade and play football; soccer was the 
code at that time. 

I continued at High School until 1921 and represented the school 
at cricket, football and running, winning the interschool Open 
100 yards in 1921. 

After leaving school I stayed home until the latter part of 1923 
when my father, who had an interest in a property at Mullewa, 
took me up there to have a look around. We were not impressed 
with the conditions and later that year he purchased me a 
property of 3,000 acres at Popanyinning, near Pingelly, which I 
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took over on 1 January 1924. I had become a life member of the 
Royal Agricultural Society in August 1923 on the motion of Mr. W. 
Padbury. I was then only 19 years of age. 

Up to this stage in my farming experience I had only had to 
O harness one horse and put in a cart! Suddenly I found myself 

having to use a five or six horse team in a four furrow plough 
that up to that time I had never even seen working, use a 
seventeen run drill drawn by four horses, Jack, Doris, Charlie, 
Kitch. I still have a photo of these four good animals. My 
first job was to root pick a hundred acres of almost new jam 
country that had been fallowed. Paddy the horse, a tip dray, and 
I picked up over one hundred loads which then had to be burned. 
I had a hired man and wife, then paid the standard wage of 3 
pounds 10 shillings per week with whom I had my meals. I 
provided the meat, milk and eggs in exchange for board but this 
arrangement did not last long so I then batched until December 
1927. 

Prices in 1924 seemed quite good as wool went to 40 pence per lb. 
and wheat about 4 shillings per bushel. My father provided 
finance to build new stables, hay shed, sink three wells and 
equip with windmills and erect a new four-roomed weatherboard 
cottage for the farm help. My first helper left in August 1924 
and I was then very fortunate to secure a wonderful chap and his 

• wife, Laurie Bryant and his wife, who had farmed their own 
property at Quairading and then leased it for two years. He 
hated the city life and wanted to get into the country again. 
Laurie and I became great friends and remained so until his death 

• a few years ago. He had been a member of the 10th Light Horse 
and had also been to school at C.B.C. but was a member of the 
Church of England. He helped me with the first hay cutting and 
harvest, when he was then able to return to his own farm at 

• Quairading. Laurie was one of the best, and a good friend. 

I played cricket and football during this period and captained 
the Pingelly Association team in one Country Week. During 1926 

• Clem Marwick and Dool Clifton, both from Beverley, bought farms 
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at Popanyinning. Clifton stayed until the middle of 1927 when he 
returned to the family farm at Beverley. Marwick stayed until 
about the end of 1929 when prices still declined, he went to get 
a job in the Goldfields and worked with other Pingelly young men 
at Spargo's Reward. Clem and I were great friends and he was my 
best man when I married Jean Hawkins in 1927. Jean had been my 
sweetheart while we were at school in 1921 and in the following 
years we would see each other at odd times and write to one 
another every now and then and time had just seemed to pass. 

We became engaged in April 1927 and were married in December 1927 
at St. Mary's Church, West Perth, where in the early 1 20's we 
attended Church. Our first son Richard was born in October 1928, 
second son David, 5 March 1930 and daughter Wendy, 11 September 
1933. 

These were depression years and life was hard, but we always had 
plenty to eat and drink, the cows providing milk and butter. 
There was no refrigeration, only a Coolgardie safe which kept 
things reasonably cool provided there was a sea breeze. We did 
have a self-contained electric light plant which made life in the 

• home a lot more pleasant. Dick used to ride a small bike to 
school at Popo each day, nine miles there and back. David and 
Wendy were each taught in the early years on correspondence under 
the guidance of their mother; no small task in those days. 

I 
Rabbits which had first been sighted in the district in 1927 by 
the early 1930s became a major problem as they were in all the 
patches of timber and had warrens along the creek banks and in 

• all the old Dalgites warrens; they got under the sheds and it was 
a full time job trying to keep them in check by poisoning; free 
feeding with boiled oats and then using poisoned oats was the 
best method because we could use the skinned carcases after they 

• had been gutted and boiled for pig feed and the skins were sold. 
Every little bit helped at that time. As a result of the rabbit 
plague the sheep contracted a disease known as Toxic Paralysis 
which caused heavy losses. - The remedy was inoculation with a 

• serum twice a year. I would yard the sheep into the shed, catch 
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and lift the sheep, one at a time, onto a bag of sand to save 
Jean my wife from having to bend all the time, because she used 
the syringe and did the necessary swabbing and injecting - heavy 
and dirty work, but it had to be done. 

The price for my top line of wool which in 1928 brought 22 pence 
per lb. fell to 13 pence per lb. in 1929 to the lowest price in 
1930 of 10-1/2 pence per lb. These prices were maintained until 
1933 when there was a rise of about 4 pence per lb. but a slump 
occurred again in 1938. In 1930 I sold one bag of locks for one 
half-penny per lb. I have all my wool prices from the first sale 
in 1924 to the last sale in 1954. 

At the outbreak of war in 1940 all wool was acquired by the 
Government under an appraisement scheme and prices slightly 
increased. The first auction sale after the war the price 
increased to 32 pence per lb. and continued to rise until the 
peak year of 1951 when my top price was 228 pence per lb. and two 
bales of Mo Bellies returned 632.6.8d. and for the first time 
since I had been farming in 1924 I was out of debt. These prices 
did not hold and by 1954 the same wool was worth 86 pence per lb. 

• When I wanted to repay in full my mortgage to the A.M.P. Society 
I was told to read the small print which would only allow me to 
repay one-third in any one year. Mr. John Leggoe who had been 
the Inspector for the A.M.P. had died by this time. He had been a 

• great help when I had been able to get the A.M.P. Society to take 
over the mortgage from the N.S.W. Bank who were as hard as nails 
during the depression years and sold or forced the sale of many 
properties to get their pound of flesh. But when the farmers 

• organised and declared the sale of farming properties black the 
bank eased its pressures. Whenever John Leggoe called at the 
farm there was always a bottle of barley sugar for Wendy or David 
and in his quiet way had helped me in my first election by 

• talking to people in the electorate. 

By the end of 1954 I decided to sell the property as much had 
happened over the years. I had taken a keen interest in the 

• various activities in the Pingelly district and was elected 

r 
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President of Pingelly Agricultural Society in 1933 and held this 
position until 1943 when I did not seek re-election. I was 
President of the Pingelly Branch of the Wheat Growers Union in 
1939, grim years for wheat farmers, as well as being President of 
the Great Southern Racing Association for two years, and during 
the 1940-44 War was officer in charge of the Mortar Section of 10 
Battalion V.D.C. 

In 1944 I was elected a member of the Legislative Council for the 
South Province joining the two other Country Party members for 
the area - Alex Thomson and Pat Roche. During the election I was 
helped greatly by my great friend Harrie Seward, the then member 
for Pingelly and whom I had succeeded as President of the 
Pingelly Agricultural Society. Pat Roche and I became close 
friends, travelled thousands of miles together in the electorate 
and it was a great tragedy when his wife Marie was killed in a 
car accident on a railway crossing. Pat never got over the 
tragedy as he had also been badly hurt and died in July 1962. 
Pat had been a member of the 10th Light Horse and had then farmed 
at Kojonup during the depression years and for this reason we had 
much in common and we tried very hard to make the conditions for 

• War Settlers under the Land Settlement Act far less drastic than 
that as first proposed. We finally succeeded in having the 
legislation amended to allow settlers to make their properties 
Freehold instead of Perpetual Leasehold. In 1945 I was appointed 

• a Justice of the Peace and in 1946 was re-elected a member for 
the province and was unopposed at the two subsequent elections. 
In June 1954 I was elected President of the Legislative Council 
and held this position until the 6th August 1958 being the first 

• non-Liberal to hold that office as well as being the youngest 
member to be elected to the position. 

During the years I had taken a keen interest in the Agricultural 
• Schools and when the first Advisory Board was formed I was asked 

to become a member and held the position until 1972 when I 
resigned. I had also been Chairman of the Selection Board for 
admission to the four Agricultural Schools, having been appointed 
by a Labor Government in succession to Hon. E.K. Hoar who had 

n 
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been appointed Agent General in London. I also resigned from 
this position in 1972. 

After selling the farm I bought a small property at Gosnells with 
the Canning River as a boundary, plenty of fresh water to 
maintain a small orchard and garden and keep in close touch with 
the family. Dick has three sons and lives in Bunbury but has a 
farm at Boyup Brook. David has two sons and lives at Riverton 
and Wendy, now Mrs Neville Riley, lives at Riverton and we see 
her and David nearly every weekend. I am still a Justice of the 
Peace and find the call for this service most interesting as I do 
a lot of work for the police and C.I.B. whose office is only 
walking distance away. I also served as Chairman of the Disputes 
Committee of the Perth Football Club for four years. I served 
for three years on the Board of Management for the Civilian 
Maimed and Limbless Association. 

• In 1963 Jean and I had a wonderful six months trip overseas 
(going by boat both ways) and visited the home where my 
grandfather had been born in Staffordshire in 1839. Part of the 
farm still remains as well as the Church at "Dilhorn" where many 

• Lotons are laid to rest. In 1965 I did not seek re-election to 
my seat in the Legislative Council. 

In October 1981 the Lord Mayor of Perth, the Hon. F.C. Chaney, 

• asked me to unveil a plaque at Perth Oval which indicates that 
this wonderful oval was once known as "Loton Park" and was once 
owned by W.T. Loton, who sold the property to the Perth City 
Council. 

We have had our Golden Wedding, have had our seventy-eighth 
birthdays, and recently had the second eldest grandson - Dick's 
second son, who is a chiropractor - married, and we both lead a 

• fairly active life. 

(Dated 28 February 1982) 
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