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NOTE TO READER 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a verbatim 
transcript of the spoken word and reflects the informal, conversational style that 
is inherent in such historical sources. The Parliament and the State Library are 
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

Bold type face indicates a difference between transcript and recording, as a 
result of corrections made to the transcript only, usually at the request of the 
person interviewed. 

FULL CAPITALS in the text indicate a word or words emphasised by the person 
interviewed. 

Square brackets []are used for insertions not in the original tape. 



INTRODUCTION 

This is an interview with Frank Hough for the Parliamentary Oral History Project and 
the J S Battye Library of West Australian History. 

Frank Hough was born in Subiaco on 12 April 1944, the son of United States Navy 
Captain Edwin Austen Humphreys and Eileen Ruby Cook. Soon after the Second 
World War his parents divorced, and in 1949 his mother married Kevin Hough. Due 
to his stepfather's employment with Wesfarmers, Frank moved home several times, 
attending schools at Doodlakine, Lake Grace, Kalgoorlie and Bunbury. The 
interview records Frank's observations about his early family life and education in the 
Goldfields and Bunbury areas of Western Australia. 

After leaving school Frank Hough obtained a clerical position with Western 
Australian Government Railways and then became a draughtsman with ARC 
Engineering. In May 1966 he married Janice Lynette Foreman. During the mid-
1970s Frank decided to branch out in a different area and established a successful 
managerial career in motor vehicle sales. During this interview Frank Hough recalls 
how his employment since leaving school transformed him politically from a shop 
steward with Labor sympathies into a supporter of the Liberal Party with an 
admiration for Robert Menzies and Margaret Thatcher. 

Pauline Hanson's maiden speech in September 1996 and a meeting with her the 
following year convinced Frank to become actively involved in the One Nation Party. 
He subsequently held the offices of Western Australian State vice-president and State 
director from 1998, and One Nation's National Director from 2001. After 
unsuccessfully competing against Wilson Tuckey for the seat of O'Connor in the 1998 
federal election, Frank Hough was elected as MLC for the Agricultural Region in the 
2001 Western Australian election. 

In this interview Frank provides insights into the organisation of the One Nation Party 
in Western Australia and public reaction to its policies. He describes how the three 
One Nation Party members, Paddy Embry, John Fischer and himself, worked together 
in the Legislative Council. Through a review of some of his major speeches, Frank 
Hough states his position on such controversial issues as immigration, law and order, 
Aboriginal welfare, gay rights, and 'one vote, one value' legislation. He also gives his 
personal impressions of some key parliamentary figures such as Geoff Gallop and 
Cohn Barnett. 

The interview was conducted by Ron Chapman on 19 October 2008 on 4 x 60 minute 
cassette tapes. 
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TAPE ONE SIDE A HOUGH 1 

TAPE ONE SIDE A 

My name is Ron Chapman. It is Sunday, 19th  of October 2008 and I am carrying out 

an interview with Frank Hough in Fremantle, Western Australia. This interview is part 

of an oral history project that records the recollections of former members of Western 

Australia's Parliament. 

RC First of all, Frank, I would like to thank you for agreeing to participate 

in this interview. 

HOUGH No problem at all, Ron; I'm more than happy to. 

RC Thank you. First of all, I would just like to start off with a few questions 

about your early family life. Could you tell me when and where you were born. 

HOUGH I was born in Subiaco at King Edward Hospital on April the 12th,  1944. 

My father was an American captain during the war. My mother and father got married 

in Perth. He was the captain of the USS William B. Preston then transferred to USS 

Childs, which was subsequently bombed in Darwin some months prior to me being 

born. From there, Ron, do you want me to go into the family? 

RC Yes. 

HOUGH After the war, my mother and father divorced. My father, in fact, was a 

fellow by the name of Edwin Austin Humphries. He was a Californian. My mother 

then remarried Kevin Hough. Kevin Hough was a fellow that went to New Norcia. In 

fact, he was the dux of the school, a great athlete, and I took his name. 

RC When did your mother remarry? 

HOUGH My mother remarried Kevin Hough in... I would have been four or five 

years old so I would suggest in 1949. My stepfather, who I took the name from, 

worked with Wesfarmers Co-op as a country manager. His first posting I remember 

as a young fellow was to Doodlakine. I went to the Doodlakine school and ironically 

enough at the same school the Upper House leader of the Labor Party, Kim Chance, 

also attended this school. At the same school was also the Greens member sitting 

during my time, Jim Scott, and also that went to the school prior to us was the federal 

Minister for Finance in the Keating government, Peter Walsh, an ex-farmer. 

RC That's okay. 

HOUGH My father was then transferred from Doodlakine to Lake Grace so I 

attended school in Lake Grace. 

RC At what age did you move from Perth to the country to be with your 

stepfather? When did you move from the city to the country? 

HOUGH I was five years of age. 
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RC I've noticed from your parliamentary speeches that Doodlakine seems 
quite special to you. Could you tell me why that is? 

HOUGH Doodlakine is kind of special in my mind. It was one singular 
classroom and two teachers. In fact, one of the teachers boarded with my family 
because of, obviously, the size of the town. But Doodlakine was special because it 
was a very, very close-knit community. I can remember when my next brother was 
born (my first brother, Neville), he was raced to the Kellerberrin hospital from 
Doodlakine in an old Prefect ute. I remember I sat in the back whilst the butcher took 
my mother to the Kellerberrin hospital for the birth of my brother Neville. 
RC Yes, I was just interested why Doodlakine was so special and what 
influence you think the place had on your life. 

HOUGH I guess in early days it was mateship more than anything, as a kid 
growing up. You know, six years old when I left Doodlie and we went to Lake Grace. 
It was just one of those things, I guess, that you go to school with all the kids that you 
do. You also live in the same town only minutes away from them and like it's a seven 
day week with all your friends. Not only are they school chums, they are best friends 
because you kind of live within a community that you can, I think, throw a rock from 
one end of Doodlakine to the other, except for the farming kids. The other thing was I 
went out on every weekend that I could: I was invited out to the different farms with 
the farming kids and it was just a very, very good bonding type of relationship with 
people. 

RC So how long were you actually in Doodlakine itself? 
HOUGH I left Doodlie in, I think, it was called fifth standard; it would be called 
sixth grade today. We went to Lake Grace for six months, which I schooled at Lake 
Grace. It was a horrible experience at that age, walking into a new school as a kid. I 
always remember Lake Grace as being a cold, heartless type place. Don't ask me 
why, but I just remember going to school and probably at the age of 10 or 11 I think I 
cried. I walked into a classroom in those days and there were all these blank faces 
and I knew no-one there. In the time that I spent in Lake Grace, I don't think I can 
ever remember... I can remember the school and I can remember the classroom full 
of blank faces and I can remember that cold feeling I had but that's kind of what I 
remember about Lake Grace. 

RC So you found that this was a marked contrast, was it, to Doodlakine? 
HOUGH Yes, you went from warmth to a refrigerated situation. 
RC The moving schools: was this a consequence of your father's job? 
HOUGH Yes, it was because then from Lake Grace he was transferred to 
Kalgoorlie. I spent a year at the North Kalgoorlie School. 
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RC Frank, if you could just recollect the times when you moved—how old 

you were when you moved to the different schools. 

HOUGH I can recall I went to kindy. Ron, if I can digress back, I went to kindy 

at the age of five in Meekatharra. Now the reason we were at Meekatharra, my 

grandmother Catherine Hough owned the commercial hotel in Meekatharra. We went 

to Meekatharra regularly, but I went to kindy in Meekatharra prior to the Doodlakine 

situation. Catherine Hough was, I think, one of the state's longest serving justices of 

the peace and also she was the first woman president of a shire council, which was 

very interesting. I was four or five then, so that would have been... if you can take five 

off ... that would have been 1949 and then I suppose 1950-51 we were in Doodlakine 

and then from Doodlakine to Lake Grace. Lake Grace was just a fleeting visit of six or 

seven months and then I wound up at North Kalgoorlie School in, I think, '51. In fact, I 

probably have great... Of the two schools I went to, it was Doodlakine and North Kal. 

North Kal was a totally different school; it was warm, it was the friendliest school. I 

still have school friends from North Kalgoorlie. I went to the 100th  reunion a couple of 

years ago when I was a member of Parliament. 

RC So you were in the high school at Kalgoorlie? 

HOUGH Then I went on to Eastern Goldfields High School, yes, I did... 

finished my schooling. But I didn't finish my schooling there, sorry; I finished my 

schooling in the last year at Bunbury High School at which I achieved my, in those 

days I think it was called "junior certificate". I do not know what they call it today but 

you had your junior and senior certificate. If you went from third year high school, it 

was your junior; if you left then, it was for your junior certificate. Then if you went on 

to fifth year high school, it was called your leaving certificate. I am not up to date with 

what the education system calls them nowadays. 

RC Of the schools you attended, you said that you did not really like Lake 

Grace as a school; you didn't feel comfortable at Lake Grace. Of the other schools, 

which one did you find that you settled into the most? 

HOUGH Probably Doodlakine and/or North Kalgoorlie. 

RC Why was that? 

HOUGH Well, Doodlakine, I guess I was younger and you were in a community 

living in everyone else's pocket basically or house. But getting up from Doodlakine... 

At the last count I think the Doodlakine School shut last year, if I recall, which, yes, 

2007 the Doodlakine school shut, which was very, very sad. They tried to shut it a 

couple of times while I was in Parliament and Kim Chance and I pushed a fairly 

strong case forward but, however, it closed. That was a community of, in the town 

itself, probably 30 or 40 people. Going from there, and I was a bit older by the time I 
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got to Kalgoorlie, and Kalgoorlie was a giant city to me then; I mean, it was a huge 

city. We went from I think two shops (the co-op and the butcher's shop) to a thriving 

metropolis. I am giving you the view of a young person going in with wide streets, I 

mean, probably the widest streets of any city in the world and buildings over two 

storeys tall and the school itself, having very good mateship with the people. The 

people in North Kal embraced me. Within a month I had a dozen best friends. It was 

most unusual; it was just the style of people. 

RC Yes, I was just going to ask: why do you think that was? 

HOUGH I reflected back on this many, many years later. I can remember if 

there was ever a tragedy, a dilemma, a problem in Kalgoorlie people came from 

everywhere; people you didn't know and they were always there to help you. I 

reflected back in Perth seeing people lying in the gutter in Perth, in later years, and 

people stepping over them, walking around them and an accident where people 

would gawk and stand back, whereas in Kalgoorlie people came, I mean, if you went 

through tough times, people shared what they had with you. There were tough times 

when I was growing up; people shared their miniscule allowances with you. You 

swapped clothes—the hand-me-down clothes. I grew up with hand-me-down clothes; 

the fellow up the street was a year older than me and his mother gave me his school 

blazer. I subsequently gave it to, I remember, another fellow who was a friend of 

mum's, one of the children that was a friend of our family (he was younger than I) so I 

remember this Kalgoorlie blazer. Not only was there mateship and people had a very, 

very strong community-minded association... I can also remember my father lost his 

job at the time and the amount of people that helped that came in (that was tough 

times then) and gave us food parcels and God knows what to keep the ship going. 

My father subsequently got a job, but it was just an amazing kind of comradeship that 

always imprints in your mind; you never forget things like that. 

RC What impact do you think shifting schools had on you? You went to 

several schools. I just wondered how that influenced you. 

HOUGH Very good question, Ron, that is a very good question. I think in 

today's environment that would make you probably go mad or give you a huge sense 

of insecurity. I think that that is probably one of the main things that toughened me up 

and made me. I don't get stressed about anything; I've got a fairly good constitution 

insofar as I work extremely well. I probably work better under extreme pressure than I 

do if things are easy flowing and everything—I become a little bit slack. I can work a 

lot better and think a lot better performing on my feet and making decisions on my 

feet that need to be made immediately. If you look back, I think it was that type of 

training that hardened me. I don't know... I think that that was probably... With most 
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people in today's environment you'd find that they'd wind up with some mental health 

issues. I must say that I think it made me think better, made me feel towards family 

and made me feel towards people a lot better too. People say I was judged in 

Parliament as being probably straight to the point and speaking my mind and, yes, I 

do. I think that I've got great faith in the human race and I think that that gave me a 

good grounding. I think the Australian people are probably the - and I say the 

Australian people and I think back of immigration and everything else. The Australian 

people as they are in a multiracial situation, I think, are probably one of the best type 

of people. They say that the Australian mentality is laidback and easy. Well, it is 

laidback and easy but, you know, when the going gets tough in Australia, the tough 

get going and that's one thing I love about Australia and Australians. I think, you 

know, it's our kind of... We're a young country and I think that the future's great for 

this country and I think that made me feel towards my fellow Australians a sense of 

confidence with them, you know, in things that I do. 

RC What were your favourite subjects at school, Frank? 

HOUGH Glad you asked me that: maths A and B. Maths A was arithmetic and 

B was trigonometry/geometry. I loved literature and I thought myself to be a 

marvellous historian. I loved history, I just thought that... Today, sadly, when you ask 

people historical questions... It was very, very clear to me when I was in America (I 

went to America several times) Americans know nothing about America other than 

probably what's within their 20-mile radius. I thought how lucky I was: I probably 

knew American history better than most Americans. English history, the Battle of 

Hastings, I remember all those things—the armada, the fleets of Sir Francis Drake 

and all those marvellous stories, the landing in Australia of the English, the discovery 

of Van Diemen's Land and so on and so forth. Sorry to digress... English, history, 

maths and, believe it or not, carpentry because we had metalwork and woodwork. I 

loved carpentry, which, to this day, I restore old furniture. I've built several homes 

and I think that gave me a great grounding. I just love woodwork as well. 

RC Which subjects did you dislike? 

HOUGH Singing. [chuckles] I did like music. Ron, I don't think there was 

anything that I disliked at school. I loved sport. I disliked nothing really. I suppose I 

was being critical: I loved singing and I do like music. No, I can't pick a subject that I 

would've... Every subject was interesting. Our schoolteachers in those days made it 

interesting and made it easy to learn. 

RC What do you consider to have been your major achievements at 

school during your school life? 
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HOUGH I don't know whether it's a major achievement, but I was a prefect at 

North Kalgoorlie School, which, I mean, you're voted by your peers. Also, when I 

went to Eastern Goldfields High School I was once again a prefect. I think sport. I 

played football and cricket, and I was one of the better players. Tennis, I loved 

tennis—I still play tennis. 

RC What were your ambitions before leaving school? 

HOUGH I think everyone's ambition when I was growing up was to be a 

policeman or a fireman. But I guess when I had the opportunity to think more 

rationally of what I wanted to be, I probably would have said a choice of profession 

would have been a lawyer, and I know that's not a great profession, but I would have 

loved to have been a lawyer and still to this day I curse that I didn't take on law. As a 

justice of the peace now, I did go back to uni and did a couple of units out at ECU, 

but probably I think other than a policeman and a fireman, that everyone was going 

to be when I was growing up, I think if you stick to one profession of interest it was to 

be a lawyer. I honestly don't know why because we didn't have all those law 

programs on telly in those days; it was all cowboy programs, I suppose. It was an 

interesting thing. I think I read a book or something—I can't recall what it was. 

RC Do you think that your school life influenced your career path in any 

way? 

HOUGH Into politics? 

RC On reflection back, do you think that there were any aspects of your 

school life that influenced your future careers? 

HOUGH I guess working... I think the thing about school is being a team 

member and a team player and working as a group and looking on how much you 

can achieve not as an individual but as a group. I think that that gave me, I suppose, 

a good visionary of... Schooling is about being with a group of people and helping 

one another and moving forward. I suppose the words today are "being a good team 

player". I think that the schooling gave me the basis or the background of being a 

team player and I think I am a good team player. 

RC Frank, how do you see the influence of your parents on your 

development and the development of your ideas or values? 

HOUGH My father was (I'm talking about Kevin Hough, my stepfather) was a 

strict Catholic, a very well educated Catholic boy, went to New Norcia, was the dux of 

the school at New Norcia, trained professionally to be a pharmacist. His mother sent 

him to uni to become a pharmacist, set him up at a pharmacy in Perth when mum 

and dad were first married. I think he sold the shop under her. He was only there for 

a month or two, sold the shop and went taxidriving and then got a job with 
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Wesfarmers. But he was an outstanding sportsman, Kevin Hough. He was the best 

at everything and would tell you and through life he pushed me to extremes, 

particularly... Educationally in maths he could add up quicker by running three 

fingers down a column; he could add the three (pounds, shillings and pence) as he 

went down and I'd be still on a calculator coming down the page. He was brilliant 

mathematically and he pushed me. I guess in today's sense he would be regarded as 

a child abuser because he pushed me to the extremes and castigated me for not 

performing well. I'll never forget in Kalgoorlie (I still have the scars on my hands) my 

father, I remember he was a very, very strong disciplinarian. Ron, probably most 

people wouldn't say this but I can remember I stole five pence, or thruppence it 

could've been, from my mother's purse and bought something. I walked... I remember 

when I arrived home (we lived in Campbell Street in North Kalgoorlie) and my father 

found out and just out of the blue he grabbed me and pushed my hand onto the 

stovetop (it was a wood stove) and very, very badly burnt my hand. I yelled out, 

obviously, and I finished up in hospital but I'll never forget that. He had a violent 

temper like that and he donged me a couple of times, I mean, hit me with his fists. 

Also, at the school he was the champion boxer and he certainly threw a damn good 

punch, broke my nose, which I still... There was a couple of things there. Then later 

in life when we shifted to Bunbury in my late teens, I can remember I played for 

South Bunbury. I can remember I played a game of my lifetime which he watched 

and it was never ever good enough. He always criticised the errors that I made rather 

than the six goals that I kicked, best on-ground performance—didn't mention that. 

Just become very critical of my odd flaws that I had. He was the type of fellow that 

drove me with anger to be better. On today's reflection, that would be child abuse but 

I wouldn't take it as child abuse. I mean, the day that I got my snout broken or nose 

broken I was having a go at him and out of the blue he swung and I should've 

ducked. I think I poked my nose at him or something or other and I don't think he 

purposely slung. I think my head went forward because I was angry at the time and 

subsequently... So the two met; my nose and his fist met. The hand on the stove I'll 

never forget and I'll never forgive on that one. 

RC What about your mother? 

HOUGH I couldn't say... There's not a great deal other than she's probably one 

step short of, in my view, Jesus Christ. I just think she's the... If you follow my life 

through, which... I can't believe she had seven children. I'm the oldest and then I had 

six stepbrothers and sisters. She went through tough times. I remember when my 

father, Kevin Hough, when we had shifted to Bunbury in my early teens after 

Kalgoorlie, he shifted down there and became the manager of John Allans. 
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Subsequently, I don't know what happened but he wound up, believe it or not, nicking 

off to America. There was a lot of questionable stuff. I couldn't be bothered 

researching what happened, but he went to America and my mother was left with 

seven children. I was the oldest and I was kind of working part time as a kid to help 

put food on the table and my mother was working from six at night till after midnight 

in a café. 

RC This was when you were living at Bunbury? 

HOUGH At Bunbury. We had shifted to Bunbury after Kalgoorlie. We shifted 

down to Bunbury because my father was chasing employment. As I said, he lost his 

job in Kalgoorlie and subsequently shifted to Bunbury because he was given an 

opportunity to be a travelling salesman in those days and a manager of John Allans. 

Those were the days we used to drive around with a van and all the clothes would be 

in the back of the van. You would sell them door-to-door and he was very successful 

at it. He was an extremely good salesman. 

Yes, I look at my mother, I mean, in politics she was my strongest supporter. My 

God, every time I was... My mother was always at the front of the audience, my 

mother was the greatest promoter that I could've ever had. But, you know, she went 

through... My next eldest brother Neville was shot dead in Northbridge. 

RC How did that occur? 

HOUGH It's an open finding. In those days... There were three or four or five 

people drunk; in those days it wasn't drugs, it was drunk. There was a discharged 

firearm and the police left it as an open finding. He was shot through the heart so I 

don't know how open finding that would be—shot dead. 

RC How old was he? 

HOUGH Nev would've been... It would've been in 1974, he would've been 27. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE A 
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TAPE ONE SIDE B 

RC Frank, you were just telling me about an incident with your brother. 

HOUGH Yes, Ron. I did say I thought he was 17 or 18 but in reflection now, 

I've just gone back, perhaps before Neville... In 1966, just prior to me getting married 

to my wife... The question you asked earlier was what do I think of my mother or how 

she influenced my life: constitutionally, within herself she's just the most magnificent 

person you could ever meet and just a wonderful person. A couple of weeks before I 

got married, my brother Terry who was... The family: I was the oldest, then there was 

Neville, Terry, Graham, Jennifer, Kim and Denise. So my third oldest brother, Terry, 

who was a state champion cyclist and won the schoolboy championship in, 

obviously, 1966 the year I got married, and probably leading up to my marriage he 

was run over by a drunk driver and killed. My mother, I'll never forget; I just 

remember the strength that she showed. At my wedding, it was just wonderful how 

she, I mean, it was a joyous occasion for me and it was a sad occasion for me also 

losing a brother and the joyous occasion of getting married, but my mother just went 

through it and stiff upper lip. I'll never forget how strong she was. Then years later my 

brother Neville, who I mentioned earlier on, in fact, he was 27 (it was in 1974) when 

he was shot dead. To lose two sons... He was shot dead and it was an open 

finding... I did say in Parliament in one of my speeches during the gay and lesbian 

debate I did mention that when someone asked me how I thought about it, my next 

oldest brother was gay. In fact, I have a file: he was one of the original Les Girls in 

Kings Cross. How do I feel about gay people? I couldn't accept it, I suppose, being a 

bloke and being a blokey type bloke. My mother did accept it, which I thought was 

fantastic, but she had a great resilience. That was one thing I could never 

understand, how a handsome big upstanding fellow could be gay but, however, he 

was. The death of my brother was linked to a group of gay people. I've always 

believed that it was a jealousy thing and it was covered up. However, my mother 

once again showed great inner strength with the family and moved forward. I always 

think... I look at her now when we go to Karrakatta occasionally and just how strong 

she is. 

RC Right, thank you, Frank, for that. How did you find the differences 

between school and family life in country towns such as Doodlakine and Lake Grace 

and cities such as Kalgoorlie and Bunbury? 

HOUGH Well, I suppose Lake Grace, Ron, was a fleeting thing. I think I made 

one friend or something in the time or maybe a couple of friends. I said that al I can 

remember about Lake Grace was it was cold; it might have been in winter we shifted. 
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It was a cold feeling about it and it was an unpleasant part of my life whereas 

Doodlakine wasn't. We were a community living close together. If someone had a 

barbecue or a picnic or a birthday, everyone went to it. It was a community-based 

thing. I'd have to say that the difference between Doodlakine and Kalgoorlie was 

very, very minimal other than a lot of buildings and a lot more cars and a lot more 

bitumen. The community grouping of people; I can't think of the word but the way that 

the community conducted itself was... In Kalgoorlie, whilst it was a big town in those 

days, it was still a kind of town where everyone knew everyone and did everything 

together, I guess. 

Doodlakine was so small because like 30 people, I suppose, it is just an extended 

family because everyone is extended family. Ironically enough, in Doodlakine (this 

came up in my maiden speech) my next door neighbour came to my maiden speech, 

a fellow called Robin Yarren from the Yarren family. Robin was in 2000 (and Robin is 

a man) Aboriginal of the Year. Robin is a non-drinker, non-smoker and a damn nice 

fellow. He married one of the Kraoukers from down south and I've always remained 

close friends. Robin, sadly, passed away last year and he lived just down the road. 

We used to communicate; he used to come up to Parliament regularly. 

I had an Aboriginal family live next door to me and we lived in one another's pockets. 

I mused when I became a member of Parliament or One Nation the people that said 

we were racists and so on and so forth. If you look at my groomsmen in my wedding 

photos: Patrick Xavier is a Malaysian, is currently a professor of medicine in 

Melbourne now (I think he's retired) but he was a Malaysian; my probably best mate 

is Sydney Jackson who was a great Aboriginal footballer with East Perth and Carlton. 

I mused about that business of racist because I grew up in the pockets of an 

Aboriginal family next door to me in Doodlakine. Rob and I played footy together and 

subsequently grew up and I remained good friends with him and a lot of Kellerberrin 

people. In fact, I was in Kellerberrin, when I was a member of Parliament, at a café 

one day and Rob's relatives saw me at the café and came from everywhere to sit and 

join my wife and I for coffee. Subsequently, they handed out how-to-vote cards for 

me. But the racist tag was very, very well done by the media; they did an excellent 

job of that. I wasn't going to stand up and defend it because when you stand up and 

start defending it, you sound like you're guilty, so I just let it go through to the keeper. 

Robin Yarren and Mark Smith, who's another very fine Aboriginal boy who was one 

of the stolen generation, we laugh about it and he said if he hadn't been stolen, he 

probably wouldn't have been as lucky as he was. Those people used to say to me, 

"Stand up and say something." I'd say, "Why?" I used to say to them, to Rob and 
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Mark and that, "What do you think of me?" They said, "Well, you're our brother", so, 

you know, I said, "Why do I need to stand up and defend that?" That was a bit... 

RC During your childhood, Frank, can you remember any specific issues 

that concerned country people? 

HOUGH I think, Ron, a couple did. Doodlakine, in particular, you know having 

to go in a ute (being run to hospital in a ute) when you're nine and a half months 

pregnant. You're sitting in the back of the ute and your mum's in the front and she 

was a little woman but could hardly fit in the butcher's little Ford Prefect ute getting 

taken to hospital. Then I can remember mum, they were helping her into hospital as 

she gave birth to Neville. The facilities there, in fact, I recall the slaughterhouse we 

had at Doodlie was probably no different. The methods in those days were not, I 

mean, compared to today's methods... It's the, I suppose, lack of infrastructure, the 

lack of facilities in the country is very, very.., and it hasn't changed very much at all. 

When I grew up I always used to think to myself, "Gee, the city people, they can go 

down to the corner shop, they can go down to the big stores." We had one shop and 

if you wanted something extra to what you went down there for, they usually had to 

order it in and you'd get it next week. You learnt to wait for things and you didn't have 

things in excesses. It didn't make me any worse but I guess you used to look with 

envy at people from the city. They used to come to school, they used to come into 

the towns or coming up to meet, maybe, country people. My neighbour's friends (they 

used to live in Victoria Park) came up and visited. I remember the young boy, 

Tommy, had nice shoes and socks. We used to go to school barefoot and I think we 

had one pair of shoes, I think mine had a hole in it, and they were hand-me-downs 

anyway but, I mean, these are things you looked at. They had nice tailored pants with 

a crease in the front, whereas mine had probably been washed and I think I'd 

probably have to run around with a pair of loaned shorts while they were drying for 

school, you know. You used to look at those. They had a nice car—it was an old 

Holden or whatever it was but it was a new Holden in those days, whereas you'd look 

at the country cars and they were old wrecks and they looked like old wrecks. A day 

out for us was driving over to Kellerberrin, for God's sake, which had three shops and 

a hotel. I guess you look with envy at city people and you think they certainly have 

got it easy, but city people don't know that they've got it easier or easy because they 

live in the city and they don't really know how country people really... I mean, it's like, 

I suppose, the comparison is that you're more not Third World conditions but really in 

the country in those days it would have been regarded as Third World. 

RC Do you think things have changed much at all in that respect? You 

said earlier a lot of the things are still iery true today. 
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HOUGH All that's happened is the city's got flasher and the country's kind of... 

The city's gone ahead in leaps and bounds, the country's gone ahead in half a leap; 

no leaps and no bounds, no plurals, it's moved slowly forward. We've now... I mean, 

communications bring you closer to everything and computers, you marvel at what 

they can do. With a computer you're a part of the world scene now. You can be 

sitting in a room 150 miles in the middle of the desert from no-one with a satellite 

phone and you can still be a part of the rest of the world with news and everything. 

But still the facilities and getting schools... Schoolteachers don't want to go to the 

country unless they're country people. I'm not reflecting or criticising that the teachers 

that teach in the country aren't as good as the city people but you do get the people 

who... I mean, if you're going to teach at school, you want to teach in the middle of 

the city where all the facilities are and conditions are a lot better, you know, housing 

conditions are better, communications are better, transport's better. I mean, it is still 

tough out there. 

RC When did you finish your schooling, Frank? 

HOUGH I went from Eastern Goldfields down to Bunbury. I finished at third 

year high school in Bunbury. 

RC When did you actually finish? Can you remember what year that was? 

HOUGH I would've been 15 years of age. It would've been in the (I just can't 

remember) the fifties. 

RC Yes, just roughly. 

HOUGH In the late fifties I would've finished school in Bunbury. 

RC By the time you finished school, had you formed any sort of political 

beliefs at that time? 

HOUGH No. All I knew in those days was Prime Minister Menzies, "Pig Iron 

Bob", and what a wonderful man he was, according to my mother, Sir Robert 

Menzies. In fact, as life went on, I must admit he was one of my heroes in later life, 

Bob Menzies, believe it or not because people hated him. 

RC What were your family's political views? 

HOUGH They were strong Liberal, very, very strong Liberal people. I guess in 

those days they should've been Labor according to Hoyle, but they weren't; they 

were strong Liberals. I think Bob Menzies influenced them in their political views and 

I think my mother's always been a Liberal until she became a One Nation person 

years and years later. 

RC When you left school, Frank, what was your first job? 

HOUGH My first job was with a fellow called John Swenson (I'll never forget 

John Swenson; he was a builder) as an apprentice carpenter. 
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RC How did you get that job? 

HOUGH In those days people were desperate for workers. In fact, I could've 

had any job. In those days, which I found later... I did my apprenticeship with John 

Swenson for three years and from there I went and I just... All my friends were junior 

bank tellers. "Junior bank officer" was the optimum in a position in those days; if you 

became a bank teller or a junior bank teller, you had a very, very quality job. 

RC Why do you think that was? 

HOUGH It was just the perception: you work in the bank, I work in the bank. I 

was a carpenter, which is the best thing I ever did because it stayed with me all my 

life insofar as the skills, but I went from there and I got a job in the engineering and 

goods department of the WAGR, the West Australian Government Railways, a collar 

and tie job. There was a lot of maths involved, and I thoroughly enjoyed the job. I 

bought a nice car and I had a collar and tie job and, obviously, you move up into a 

different group of people from there. 

RC So collar and tie jobs were seen as something worth having, were 

they? 

HOUGH Yes, most certainly. Put the tie on and even the girls used to like you 

more if you had a collar and tie rather than no tie. Yes, collar and tie... You'd reached 

the pinnacle of your employment field once you had a collar and a tie. In those days 

you had a lot of shopkeeper's jobs, menswear, department stores and all that and 

supermarkets were just coming out in those days. A collar and tie job in the 

engineering and goods section of the railways was regarded as a fairly good step 

upwards. 

RC How long were you with government railways? 

HOUGH I was transferred out of Bunbury, I think, at about the age of 19 or 20 

to York with the railways. I spent nine months in York. Going from Bunbury to York 

was a real downward step. I used to drive from York back to Bunbury every second 

weekend because I had a girlfriend back in Bunbury at the time and then I had the 

opportunity to get a job and I joined an engineering company, ARC Engineering, 

which is now Smorgon Steel. I joined them and because of my carpentry background 

and my background with the railways, they put me into the drawing room and trained 

me as a scheduler/draughtsman on concrete reinforcement. I thoroughly enjoyed 

that. Whilst I had a fleeting ambition to be a lawyer, I then thought I'd become a 

structural engineer. ARC Engineering was an extremely good memory there in 

Welshpool Road, gave me good memories of growing up and it was a big company 

and it was in Perth, so that was my real introduction into the city of Perth. 

RC How long did you stay with ARC Engineering? 
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HOUGH In 1967 I finished with them (I was there for three or four years) 

because three months before I got married on 28th  May 1966, I was transferred to 

Esperance on the silos. They were building wheat silos at Esperance and they 

needed one of the clerical people, who had to supervise on the job, counting the 

reinforcement bars that were put in. It was a moving platform. How they build a silo, it 

is a jack system where the platform jacks itself up with a formwork sliding. To build a 

silo to the height they are, it takes about a week of continual pouring of concrete 24 

hours a day and the structure moves up the walls. Subsequently, as it moves up 

underneath it is the formed concrete. My shift was midnight because I was the junior; 

my shift was 6pm till 6am in the morning. I would stand up on the silos as they were 

being poured and it was the middle of winter, howling rain and God knows what, 

making sure that all the steel went in the walls as the silos were being poured. There 

I was on my honeymoon because I'd gotten married. I'd been down there two weeks, 

I went back to Perth to get married and I took my new bride down to Esperance and 

we spent the next six months in the Pier Hotel in Esperance. It wasn't a honeymoon 

because I was on the night shift all the time. My wife Jan, who was my next-door 

neighbour, I met while I was at ARC Engineering. I looked over the fence one day 

and there she was and subsequently dated her and married her and am still married 

to this day 42 years later. 

RC When did you first become involved in any political activity? 

HOUGH With ARC Engineering? 

RC Well, during your early employment, were you involved in any political 

activity? 

HOUGH Yes, I was a shop steward at ARC Engineering. I was all for the 

workers. To say the least, Ron, I was a radical. I was an extremely unreasonable 

shop steward. 

RC How did you first become involved? 

HOUGH I honestly don't know. I think I joined the union and then they were 

looking. No-one would stand for shop steward. I had a bit of clerical background and I 

said, "I'll stand for shop steward." It gave me a sense of power in those days, I think. 

RC So this was during your time at ARC Engineering? 

HOUGH ARC engineering, so that would've been in 1965, '66, '67, that area. I 

was shop steward when I went down to Esperance in '66. 

RC What form did your political activity take? 

HOUGH It was just general workplace conditions etc and, you know, always 

not being paid enough. I have very scanty memories of it. I can remember they used 

to call me "The Mouth" but I don't have great recollections of it. 
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RC What influenced your political views at this time? 

HOUGH As I said, my mother was very, very a Bob Menzies' man and I was 

also, but the point is I thought the Labor Party were going to lead the country to the 

final, I suppose, victory that we were all waiting for and I was excited about it. I think I 

even voted Labor; my first vote would have been for Labor. 

RC Did you actually join any political party? 

HOUGH No, I didn't. 

RC You didn't join the Labor Party? 

HOUGH Not that I can recall. I don't know whether as a shop steward I had to. I 

know I joined the union. I suppose, indirectly you were a member of the Labor Party 

in those days, I think. 

RC You've already mentioned Sir Robert Menzies. Were there any other 

political figures that you can recall that impressed you? 

HOUGH Yes, I will never ever forget Kennedy. I thought that he was probably 

the one step from JC actually. I just thought he was a fabulous leader. If you ask me 

why he was a fabulous leader, I can't answer that because all I remember is he was 

a great orator. He seemed to have great leadership qualities. I remember seeing his 

previous... He was a PT boat skipper and he really impressed me as a political 

person. I'll never forget the day that he died. I can remember Australia, I think, just 

came to a standstill that day. No-one could believe that John F. Kennedy was shot 

dead. 

RC How did that affect you personally? 

HOUGH I was shocked and I think my mother cried. I was absolutely shocked 

that someone would shoot an iconic person like the President of the United States of 

America. In later life you realise that that's not an extraordinary thing in today's life, 

sadly; it's a fact of life and an ongoing fact of life. 

RC So at the time of your work as a shop steward, how can you 

summarise your political views at that time? 

HOUGH Capitalism was making too much money and the workers weren't 

getting enough, if you just want to put it in a nutshell. They all drove big flash cars 

and lived in flash homes and we all, the workers, drove in older cars and lived in 

smaller flats in those days and that's how I can remember the... I mean, I wasn't 

politically wise in those days anyway but that was the view I had. I thought that if you 

got into the senior management of the company, you then become a Liberal and you 

changed hats and moved into the other side of it. I looked at... They were the 

supremos and we were the workers. 
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RC Apart from Sir Robert Menzies and Kennedy, were there any other 

politicians or public figures that impressed you at that time? 

HOUGH Not really; that was the only type. If you asked me to list, probably my 

favourites would be... Margaret Thatcher would have to be very close, Robert 

Menzies, Margaret Thatcher. 

RC Why Margaret Thatcher? 

HOUGH I felt that she was strong and at the time I think the only other women 

were... Golda Meir was one of them and it wasn't really acceptable to have a female 

leader. It was not a matter of acceptability but it was unusual and she led... I always 

remembered I used to watch her in her speeches and watch her in debates and she 

always got on top and she would then talk down to the people; she would belittle 

them... Great strength of letting people know... She was a strong authoritarian, in my 

view, she was a very strong authoritarian. Bob Menzies was just a beautiful speaker. 

I used to love listening to him and I still... Bits and pieces I Google every now and 

again and have a bit of a listen. His wit was extremely good. I guess the other fellow 

that I liked was Ronald Reagan, and John F. Kennedy. 

RC What did you admire about Reagan? 

HOUGH Once again, everyone joked about him being an actor, but he spoke 

so well and he debated so well. Even with his age, he was really hard to tie up. You 

would have to say he was a great actor because I saw him wiggle his way out of 

some extreme situations. He came up with a great deal of, I suppose, clichés. He 

used to project himself very, very well. He was just a good person to listen to. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE B 
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TAPE TWO SIDE A 

RC Continuing interview with Frank Hough. This is tape two. 

Frank, you were just telling me about your experiences at ARC Engineering and your 

early political views. What did you do after you left ARC Engineering? 

HOUGH Ron, straight after ARC Engineering, I was offered a job as a sales 

rep, or sales engineer they called it in those days, with Brambles Industries. It was on 

materials handling; things like palletisation, forklift trucks etc. 

RC When was that? 

HOUGH That would have been in the early '70s; '71. I got my first company car 

and a tie, and I suppose I moved into the world of liberalisation. I went from the 

workers' view to a businessman with a company car and a briefcase. Goodness me, I 

had moved up the ladder very, very quickly. Without sounding egotistical, I performed 

well. When you say, "How do you know?" I exceeded all targets they set for me and 

subsequently I was pirated or seconded to joining Neptune Engineering, who was the 

opposition company, as the sales manager. So I was well and truly becoming, in my 

view, in those days, a good potential Liberal, being the sales manager [with] a bigger 

car, a bigger office, and a staff of two salesmen. I thoroughly enjoyed that business 

and it gave me a good insight into management. I had a very, very good mentor in 

the late Allan Bell. Allan was of the old school who went through the company 

procedures and showed me how things were done and how they should be done. He 

thought that my sales skills were excellent and I just needed administration skills. I 

was then pirated by Clyde Industries; they were opening up in Western Australia. 

Clyde Industries was a company that handled Fruehauf trailers, Clyde batteries, 

Lemcol roller conveyors, Apac jacks, Yale forklift trucks, so they were quite 

diversified. I was seconded as the state manager, which really epitomised my 

success of going up the ladder. Whilst the state manager, I had a mechanic and an 

office girl and myself. As state manager, I was the salesman, the sales manager, I 

was the everything, but I had that tag of state manager on my business card. Within 

18 months of setting the place up, I had a salesman who the company thought was 

good enough to take on the state, and I was appointed as the youngest ever, in the 

history of Clyde Industries, national marketing manager, and shifted to Melbourne 

with my family. Clyde Industries was a multinational in those days, in the top 10. The 

chairman of the company was Sir Raymond Purves; the managing director was 
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Major General Sir Denzil MacArthur-Onslow; one of the directors, an ex-Liberal, was 

Sir Allen Fairhall; and the other director, ex-General Motors, was a fellow called Ed 

Curry. It was quite a line-up of the old school. When I used to go to the meetings, I 

used to sit in the boardroom over in the corner and I was the curly-headed little boy 

that used to go around Australia and fire all the shots on their behalf. I look back in 

hindsight; it was a position I had of great authority and I didn't realise how much 

power I had at the time. All the state managers had to report to me and the board 

listened to me. I was quite taken that a group of such high-ranking people would take 

notice of a young executive. As the national marketing manager, I used to have to go 

to New Guinea, New Zealand and around Australia. We lived in Melbourne. I had at 

the time two children, Carl and Gina, my son and daughter. And my wife was getting 

very, very homesick for her family and I was never there. As a national marketing 

manager, I was a travelling salesman three weeks out of Melbourne and one week in 

Melbourne. I only had weekends at home. I saw the writing on the wall. I was offered 

a job ... I was at Tullamarine Airport and I ran into a fellow called Cliff Houghton, who 

owned Houghton Ford, Lynas Motors, Lynford Motors. I had run into him a couple of 

times and Cliff said to me, "What are you doing?" and I said, "I'm the national 

marketing manager at Clyde." He said, "Have you ever been in the car business?" I 

said, "No, not really." He said, "Would you like to join the car business?" I said, "What 

as?" He said, "The general manager of Lynas Motors; do you think you could handle 

that job?" I'd had no car experience, so [it was] my first entree into the car business, 

and Cliff said to me, "I'll give you $20 000 a year." I thought, "My God, $20 000 a 

year!" That was huge. I'd certainly reached the pinnacle of my career. . . and a car. I 

drove a Fairlane in those days, which was regarded as the top car, and my wife was 

given a company car as well. 

RC When was that? 

HOUGH 1974. Subsequently, Clyde Industries (the board) tried to talk me out 

of it because they had other things in mind for me. They were very, very strong and I 

recall now that they said they had some very good news for me, but if I was going to 

resign and not think about it, they wouldn't discuss it. However, I said that I was 

committed with my family to go back to the west because my wife was getting 

homesick. Major General Sir Denzil said to me at the time, "We did have you 

earmarked next year for becoming the South-East Asian manager operating out of 

Singapore." I always reflect back whether I should have taken it or not, but that was 

in hindsight. I moved into Lynas Motors, and Cliff Houghton was a very, very hard 
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taskmaster; one of the hardest I've ever met. I used to lunch with him three days a 

week. We had a cooked dinner that used to be brought in Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays and he'd catch up because he had two other dealerships. He had one in 

Victoria Park and another one at Osborne Park. All Cliff wanted to be was the 

number one Ford dealer in Western Australia. He was running at number four when I 

joined them. In our second month I had an unbelievable run with the company and 

we hit the number one spot. For the next 14 months we remained the number one 

Ford dealer in Western Australia. Auto Classic, the BMW people at that stage, 

advertised that they wanted a general manager-cum-managing director, or dealer 

principal as it's called. Auto Classic were the state distributors for BMW. I had a very 

good fancy for BMW cars. I applied for the position and I was appointed to the 

position with Auto Classic. I went through, till I think 1980, with BMW. BMW were 

then sold. The board sold them to a fellow called John Trivett. I joined Scarborough 

Motors as sales director and it was a very, very short term; I was there for nine 

months. I got the opportunity to open my own BMW dealership in 1982 in Canning 

Highway, Melville. I bought the Honda dealership there and I installed BMW. I spent 

quite a bit of money. I bought the block of land in partnership with John Trivett, who 

was the state distributor at the time. Subsequently, Frank Hough Motor Company 

BMW and Honda was born. I traded there from 1982 to 1988. I went through the 

1987 crash. There were a few grim times but we survived that, and in 1988 I was 

offered a reasonable sum to sell the business, which I did do so. I sold the business 

in 1988. (Frank Hough BMW and Honda) They retained the name "Hough Motor 

Company" for several years after that. I then started my own business as Image 

Motor Company in Burswood in 1989. I remember '89 very, very well (December 13, 

1989) when I had just opened my business for a week, my son Carl and my daughter 

Gina were involved in a horrific car accident in Carrington Street, hit by a drunk 

driver. My daughter, Gina, was driving; my son, Carl, was the passenger. I had just 

arrived home from work, in the process of setting the business up, and my neighbour 

called me and said, "I think your wife's car has been badly smashed." I couldn't see 

who was in it, but my wife was at the door and she said, "Carl and Gina were in the 

car. He said, "It doesn't look good." That was when I was living in Booragoon. So Jan 

and I jumped in the car and headed down to Carrington Street. When we got there, 

the fire brigade was there cutting the car open. I thought my son was dead. I got him 

out. My daughter was unconscious. They put her in one ambulance and took her. 

[Pause] [Emotion expressed in voice] As I said, Ron, when I arrived there I saw the 

two bodies in the car; the jaws of life were pulling the car apart, and I thought my two 

kids were dead. Subsequent to that, they were rushed to Fremantle Hospital. My 
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daughter gained consciousness and she had a broken hip and a broken collarbone 

and concussion. My son had eight broken ribs, punctured lung, had his spleen 

removed, broken hip and a broken collarbone, so he was a mess. He was on life 

support for four days. It was emotional because I think about this fellow. He [my son] 

was on life support, and right next to him was another fellow on life support, an old 

Italian fellow. I sat with my son holding his hand and talking to him while he was 

unconscious. The old Italian fellow lying next to him on life support was able to speak 

and he said, "You've said some wonderful things. What's your name?" I said, "Frank." 

His name was Roman. He was drifting in and out. He said, "Listening to what you 

said, Frank, if one of us have got to go, I'd prefer it to be me. I've had a good life. I 

just hope young Carl pulls through." In the morning, the sister came in. She said, 

"You'd better go home." So I went home, had a shower, changed and had breakfast. 

I went back and the bed was empty next to him. I said, "Have you moved Roman?" 

She said, "No. He passed away about an hour after you left." I thought [about what 

he said]: "If one of us had to go, it has to be me." I just thought, "What a wonderful 

person, and there is a God." My daughter is married with two children and fighting fit. 

She's as good as gold. My son lost his spleen, but fully recovered. He's in the car 

business, and a good sportsman. You would never believe that a broken person 

could be so quickly mended. I got Image Motor Company going and Image Motor 

Company went from, as I said, December 13, '89 to the day I went into Parliament, 

which was, I think, May 21, 2001. The Image Motor Company was a company that 

dealt in luxury and sports cars. It was a family business. It was beaut; my son worked 

there; my wife worked there. We all worked together; it was great. 

I had political views then because I took a lot more notice of what was happening on 

the political scene. There were many things happening: the recession we had to 

have, and so on and so forth. Yes, I was taking quite a bit of interest politically. 

RC In the early 1990s, Frank, looking back to when you were a shop 

steward with ARC Engineering, comparing that time to the early 1990s, had your 

political views changed since that time? 

HOUGH 180 degrees, Ron. I'm very lucky insofar as I've been a worker, a 

working-class person, and I've done it tough coming up. I've had very, very good 

successes. 

RC How do you think they had changed? 
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HOUGH Looking at the two views, I guess that I was the old far-to-the-right Bob 

Menzies-type visionary. The views worried me a little bit. I remember another 

favourite I had, believe it or not, was "Cocky" CaIwell; Arthur Calwell. Unfortunately, 

television killed "Cocky" CaIwell because he visually wasn't the most handsome man 

in the world! I always recall, leading into the Hanson days, Cocky's favourite saying, 

which I think killed him off, was, "Two Whites don't make a Wong." The White 

Australia policy: was it wrong, was it right? In hindsight, I think that the view of a lot of 

people is they worry ... I don't find a problem with races of people, but I just felt that 

they had to be more prudent in their allowing people to come into the country. 

RC I'd just like to move on now, Frank, to your first involvement with the 

One Nation party. How were you first introduced to the One Nation party? 

HOUGH Hanson hit the airwaves with her maiden speech, written by John 

Pasquarelli, by memory, which was a speech that Pasquarelli wrote for Graeme 

Campbell, the Labor man. Graeme Campbell did say parts of that and it went through 

to the keeper, but Hanson stood up there and said the speech and I think she was 

taken out of context in part of the speech of. 

RC This was in September 1996? 

HOUGH Yes. I saw her on telly and I listened to it and I thought, "She's a 

working-class person, she doesn't have great skills insofar as promotional skills of 

herself." However, she said a couple of things and I didn't find them offensive. She 

said things that I used to think and I thought, "Where she's coming from, she's 

probably right at the time." Because I thought immigration and different things were 

wrong and the treatment of different people were wrong. She was in the media. I 

went to a function in '97; I think it was at High Wycombe. There was a rally for her. 

One of my mates, who's a car dealer, said, "Let's go to the rally; let's see what she's 

like." 

RC I was just going to ask a couple more questions, Frank, about Pauline 

Hanson's maiden speech. What impact did the speech have on you personally? 

HOUGH I heard the speech and I kind of thought at the time, "Gee, that's a bit 

radical.". I thought, "But gee, there's a lot of stuff in there that's right."-Then I heard 

David Oldfield, I think it was, explain to the media at the time when she 'said . . . I 
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mean, Asians got up in arms because there was one area. . . the big area that really 

set the ball rolling was that this country is going to be overrun with Asians. 

Pasquarelli wrote the speech. When I found this out and did some research, he said, 

"What she should have said and what she meant to say"... I have spoken to Pauline 

many times. As you know I was very close with Pauline ... She was saying that if the 

immigration intake continues as it had been over the last couple of years, if we go at 

that same intake, by 2050 we'll be overrun by Asians. She used the equation but she 

said it incorrectly. She should have said, "Whilst over the last 20 years there has only 

been ... the last couple of years there has been a seriously large intake of Asians 

balanced, compared to what there should be." I think the Asians looked at it as, "Oh, 

we don't want any more Asians here; the rate they're coming in, we're going to be all 

Asians one day." I didn't find that [what she said] offensive because I thought we 

need cultures to come into the country to help build it. I grew up with Italians and 

Slays and Dutchmen. I can remember at school, when I was a kid, dings and dagos. 

Those people are the heartland of Australia today. And the whinging Poms. Those 

people are the nucleus, they are the heart of Australia today. I could see beyond that, 

that if we're going to get Asians in, all right, they'll be "slopes" and whatever we 

called them at that stage, but in 20 years' time they will be integrated. I don't believe 

in multiculturalism; I believe in multiracism, yes, we're a multitude of races. I don't 

believe we should have cultures here creating their own little villages and tribes. 

RC At the time of the speech, how far did that speech coincide with your 

own views at that time? 

HOUGH Very close. If you read the maiden speech, I would have to say most 

of what she said was quite right at the time. 

RC You've probably answered most of this question, but I'll just ask: Why 

do you think her maiden speech was controversial? 

HOUGH Because she told the truth. The reason it was controversial is, if you 

look at the feedback we got, I think it was about 80 per cent of Australians all thought 

that and weren't game to say it because it was politically not acceptable. But she 

[Pauline Hanson] said it not in an articulated manner; she said it from the heart. She 

spoke from the heart. She wasn't articulate like David Oldfield was. David could say 

the same thing and it would have sounded totally different than Pauline. Pauline 

misses commas and full stops occasionally. I understood what she meant, not what 
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she said. I think that's something that I've never said before. I understood what she 

meant, not what she said. 

RC Was it after you heard Pauline Hanson's speech in 1996 that you 

decided to get involved? 

HOUGH No. It just drew a blank, and then '97, Warren Higgs, a car dealer, 

said, "How about coming up to High Wycombe; Pauline Hanson's speaking up there." 

I said, "Is she?" He said, "Yeah." Warren and I headed up there and there were 

thousands of cars, thousands of people everywhere, and there were protesters like 

you wouldn't believe. I mean, there were protesters everywhere. I was walking into 

the hall behind a group of people ... No, that was at Floreat Park. What's the stadium 

there, when she had that speech? I went to the Maida Vale one and I saw people 

spitting at us as we walked in. They were spitting at her. They were all lined up either 

side and we walked in between. They were abusing us as radicals, racists and God 

knows what. I said to Warren, "This is incredible. I can't believe it." I stood in the hall. 

I listened to Pauline speak. She spoke with a quivering voice, but she spoke from the 

heart. I thought, "Good on you, sweetheart, you're doing well." 

RC What were your first impressions of Pauline Hanson? 

HOUGH I've just got to see if I can find the word for it. To me, she didn't 

articulate correctly, she didn't speak correctly, but in principle she was saying things 

that I believed in; in principle. She needed quite a bit of polishing up. You could see 

her speaking from the heart and she said things that we kind of all thought about. 

After that, we went to the stadium, and in the crowd of this shouting, blithering nitwits 

that were there, there was Peter Dowding. I saw him there; the Premier. He was one 

of the dickheads there. When I saw this old couple ahead of me get pushed over and 

spat on, at that very moment, when I saw that happening in Western Australia, 

people going to a rally in Western Australia, and they pick on an old couple (this old 

couple were in their 70s) not harming anyone, minding their own damn business, to 

get knocked arse over turkey and spat on, to me at that very moment I thought, "I'm 

going to join this party." That was the reason. I thought, "I'll join this party because I 

just don't believe that should happen in this country." 

RC Why do you think the rallies became violent? 
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HOUGH Propaganda and lies; total lies. The racism business, it was crap. I 

guess we were painted by the groups of people as radicals and racists because we 

were a serious, 10 per cent at the time, threat. We were a 10 per cent threat (from 

nothing to 10 per cent) and that's a huge call; out of the blue, a party comes up to be 

10 per cent. To be a 10 per cent threat just overnight is something to behold. That's 

basically it. I joined the party and went to a couple of meetings. 

RC Why do you think the party appealed to some Western Australians? 

HOUGH Liberal and Labor had both moved into the middle. Labor had come 

out of the left and Liberal had come out of the right, and Hanson was spruiking the 

Menzies-type stuff, which I believed in. Then I went to another meeting, at Guildford I 

think it was, and it was more of an invite only. Two or three hundred people went. I 

went up to Pauline and shook her hand and said, "Pauline, I've been to a couple of 

meetings. You're most impressive." She said, "Are you a member of the party?" I 

said, "Yes, I am." We chatted for a while and she said to me, "Buy me a coffee." This 

was, at the time, the famous Pauline Hanson! She said, "Buy me a coffee." So there 

was a McDonald's right opposite where we were and I took Pauline out . . .she got 

mobbed at that stage by everyone wherever she went. We sat in McDonald's, and 

McDonald's went from having half a dozen people in there to standing room only; 

everyone wanted her autograph. She said to me, "Tell me something about yourself." 

We spoke for a while. She said, "Why don't you join the executive?" I said, "No. I'm a 

member; that'll do." She said, "No. I want you to get on the executive." We went back 

to the hall. She called out to a couple of the party executives. She said, "I want this 

man on the executive." 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE A 
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TAPE TWO SIDE B 

RC Continuing interview with Frank Hough. 

Frank, do you think that One Nation sparked your participation in politics, or would 

you have become actively involved in politics anyway? 

HOUGH Good question, Ron. I probably would have been still a bench-sitter in 

politics, just a person that voted regularly and no great involvement. Yes, One Nation 

certainly made me aware that they had a voice and they needed a voice and if it 

hadn't have been for One Nation, no, I wouldn't have been involved with politics. 

RC In an earlier question you intimated your answer to this, but why did 

you decide to join One Nation? 

HOUGH Pauline brought a lot of things out to the surface that needed to be 

said. I thought that we needed a party to continue along that way, to make the other 

parties aware of what she said and which party was going to push the barrow 

forward. If the two major parties weren't going to push it forward, then an alternative 

party is needed to fill that gap. 

RC What persuaded you to take an active part in One Nation? 

HOUGH Pauline Hanson. Pauline just said, "I want you on the executive," and 

they explained that there was a protocol to appointing people, but she said, "That's 

bad luck; I've appointed him." 

RC When you joined the One Nation party, did Paddy Embry and John 

Fischer join at the same time? 

HOUGH Around about the same time, yes, Paddy and John were there. I 

remember seeing them. It might have been a month or two apart, I don't know. They 

were at a few meetings I went to. 

RC What do you see as some of the misconceptions about the One 

Nation party? 
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HOUGH I guess they were regarded as right-wing racists, which was totally 

incorrect. They were not racists, they were just people who wanted a voice. I think 

the racial factor was the single driving force that the media and other political parties 

relished on. 

RC So from what you're saying, you believe that the media played an 

important role in projecting these misconceived views? 

HOUGH I believe that they were only probably responsible for 98 per cent of it! 

[Chuckles] They totally and utterly printed stuff providing it was a good story. It didn't 

matter if it was truthful or not, providing it sparked media attention and good reading. 

There was no great research done on the truth of any of these matters. 

RC Did your family support your views at this time? 

HOUGH Most certainly. My wife was always strongly supportive. My mother 

and my wife were the two strongest supporters that I had. They were always behind 

me. 

RC Reflecting back, did this support have any repercussions for your 

family? 

HOUGH Yes, it did. I remember Mum saying when she went to church, people 

said, "We saw you on telly at the rally; you're with that mob of lunatics." My wife's 

girlfriends and all that kind of. . . wanted to stay at arm's length from her for a while. 

It was most amazing. Knowing the inner workings of the party and the actual policy of 

the party (not the misconceived interpretation, but the policy of the party) I couldn't 

follow where these people were coming from. They were a bit frightened to be seen 

with us, particularly as I had become a high-ranking executive in the party. 

RC What were your impressions when you joined the party, or after you 

joined the party, of other members in the party hierarchy, such as David Ettridge, 

David Oldfield and Ted Vermeer, who was convenor of One Nation in WA? 

HOUGH They got it wrong, definitely wrong. Pauline, David and David started 

to structure it. When I joined the party, I became the state vice-president, I think it 

was. They set it up as a company, then had a subsidiary of membership. Pauline 
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didn't actually understand any of that, but later found out the hard way. I guess in my 

view Ettridge looked at it as a money-making . . . he was one of these soldiers of 

fortune. David Oldfield looked at it for somewhat pushing his barrow. He was a Tony 

Abbott adviser at the time. Ted Vermeer set the state up here as a dictator. We had a 

party; we had a constitution which was never adhered to. The constitution was just 

purely a thing that they used to take to the meeting. They would subsequently run 

meetings unconstitutionally, and it wasn't until the Embrys, Fischers and Houghs 

then read the constitution and said, "Fellas, let's toe the line and let's do it right." 

RC How do you think they ran the meetings unconstitutionally? 

HOUGH There's two ways to do it: my way and your way, and your way is not 

acceptable so Ted's way was the ruling factor. Vermeer ran it as a total dictatorship, 

and they did in every state. If you spoke about it, you were thrown out of the party. 

RC How did you participate in the Western Australian branch of the party? 

HOUGH I became the state director and a member of the committee. Fischer 

was a member of the committee and Embry was a member of the committee. 

RC How was the party organised in Western Australia? 

HOUGH Insofar as? 

RC Insofar as the internal workings of the party; how was the party 

structured in Western Australia? 

HOUGH The party was structured purely as per the constitution. We had to do 

that because of the electoral rules and regulations. It was a president, a couple of 

vice-presidents, so many committee members, and a state director and treasurer and 

secretary. It was structured as a normal political party and we adhered to the rules 

and regulations. Ted Vermeer resigned after he found. . . he was the state director 

and Ted continually tried to override the meeting. If it didn't suit Ted or if it didn't suit 

David Ettridge, he would change all the. . . we explained to Ted you don't change 

minutes and you don't leave minutes out of a meeting if you're not happy with them; 

minutes were there to be minuted, but he just did not understand. 
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RC In your opinion, was the party organised democratically? 

HOUGH Originally, no; definitely not. It wasn't a democracy, it would probably 

be called an ochlocracy, I suppose, for better words ... mob rule or a dictatorship. A 

dictatorship actually, would be the right way to say it. But did move in very swiftly 

when people realised. . . people were shut up in the Vermeer days. If you spoke out 

that you were unhappy with something, you were quickly thrown out of the room or 

whatever, until when we slowly got the constitutional democracy into the party and 

everyone had an equal say. 

RC How well do you think that the organisation and the party worked in 

Western Australia? 

HOUGH I think in Western Australia it probably worked better than the rest of 

the states. We were very, very well organised. Queensland, for instance, they had 11 

elected members and subsequently they all left and God knows what, but they had 

no infrastructure set up there. All their branches in Queensland worked 

independently. 

RC That relates to my next question, Frank: How was the One Nation 

party organised on a national level? 

HOUGH We were heading into a federal election at the time, in '98, and we 

needed to approach the federal election as a unit, so we had all the state presidents 

all meet. Subsequently, we had a set of policies, which were very few, but we had a 

set of policies put forward. They were kind of done on the run. I would say the '98 

election was very, very poorly managed; very poorly managed. We missed the 

greatest opportunity. We had the vote behind us but we didn't have the finance. We 

were financially strung and subsequently if you're financially strung ... if we'd had 

some financial support I think we could have done far better. 

RC What were your functions in the organisation of the party in Western 

Australia? What was your role? 

HOUGH In '98? 

RC In the early organisation of the party. 
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HOUGH My functional role originally was as a member and then I think I 

became a vice-president, and subsequently the state director when Vermeer decided 

to move on. 

RC Were you involved in formulating the constitution or policy 

formulation? 

HOUGH Yes. We had a little blue book, which we had a committee and we had 

many, many, many meetings. We had a constitution and we had a policy committee. 

We formulated a little blue book, which is about a 10-page book, in principle a real 

cut-down version of what we thought on different things. The little blue book was 

formulated, without covering a total foray of policies, it covered what we thought were 

the important, pertinent things that people wanted to know about the party and our 

views. We gave our views in what we called the blue book, which was the policy 

book. That was put together by a group of people. 

RC I have a book here, a policy document here, entitled "One Nation 

Moving Forward: Overview". What can you tell me about this publication? 

HOUGH We were being continually harassed by the media and other parties 

who were saying we had no policies. What I thought I would get was all the notes of 

the views that we did prior, then I did further research with members and the different 

branches and the views they had. Over several months, I formulated a working 

paper, then I distributed a working paper for comment and subsequently, based upon 

that, I then formulated I think about a 70-page document with our policy. So, [when] 

the media or other parties then asked us, "We're a party with no policy?" we handed 

them a copy of our vision and view; the document you're talking about, yes. 

RC You were national director at this time, is that correct? 

HOUGH That's correct, yes. 

RC How did you come to be appointed national director of One Nation? 

HOUGH David Ettridge got into strife at the time, through the registration of 

parties and the proprietary limited (Pauline Hanson's One Nation Proprietary Limited) 
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and subsequently I had the view that, at the meeting I was quite forthcoming on it, he 

was not in it for the party, but principally for himself. I discussed this with Pauline and 

Pauline Hanson said to me, "I want you to be the national director." I said, "Will you 

put it up to the meeting?", so she ran it to the meeting and subsequently I was 

appointed national director by the national committee. 

RC What were your responsibilities as national director? 

HOUGH Coordinating the whole operation nationally, all the national state 

branches, coordinating them. We used to have I think it was quarterly meetings in 

different states, and just formulating, agreeing on policies. The policy document that 

we had became a national document, so we were all speaking from the same hymn 

book. It was just generally organising the financial situation, trying to raise funds and 

keep a cohesive national operation operational. 

RC Did the organisation of the party in Western Australia differ from its 

organisation in other states? 

HOUGH Yes, it did. 

RC In what way? 

HOUGH It was very, very well organised and very professional. I would have to 

say there was very good uniformity in Western Australia, unlike the other states, and 

the party were very strong and no-one gave views that were unsolicited. If you gave 

a view, it had to be not your view, but it had to be the party's view. We all had to 

speak from the same book. I would suggest that we were the most disciplined state 

and the most well organised state. We used to have meetings ... a normal branch 

state meeting would have 200 or 300 people every time, I mean standing room only, 

and everyone expressed views. We let everyone express their views because it was 

most important. 

RC How did you see the relationship between One Nation in WA and the 

federal organisation? 

HOUGH They were very, very envious, because we were funding ourselves 

better. We weren't in strife. There were always power struggles in different states. I 
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think what really the crux of the One Nation party gets down to, when it started there 

were people that believed in what Hanson said and then you always get the rejects 

from Liberal and Labor and Greens who want to express their views and are not 

allowed to or not accepted in their parties. They all joined One Nation and thought, 

"This is our greatest way to push a barrow." We did a survey; I think it was a secret 

survey, of your political views. I think it went 48 per cent Labor, 52 per cent Liberal. 

So the party wasn't a right-wing operation; it had a cross-section of varied thinkers. It 

was an ideal situation because we had 48 per cent Labor, 52 per cent Liberal. I 

mean, if you go to a Liberal Party, it would probably be 98 per cent Liberal and 

2 per cent Labor in their ranks there. 

RC That leads to my next question which you partly answered I think: But, 

in a broader sense how did you see the political relationship between One Nation 

and the other parties? 

HOUGH We didn't have a good relationship with them. I remember going into 

the '98 federal election up in Senator David ... (what's his name ... a lawyer). We 

had a meeting in David's office (he's currently a senator now) and Norman Moore; 

George Cash; the state director at the time of the Liberal Party, Jeremy Buxton. We 

had a meeting with them on policies and on preferences. The Liberal Party knew 

that, with our polling, they needed the One Nation party preferences. John Fischer 

and myself negotiated with them and they were unhappy about a couple of our 

policies. They said, "If you modify the policy" (and one of them was in immigration) "if 

you modify it and just change the wording," the policy still remained the same, "we 

would find that more acceptable," which we agreed to do because it still reflected our 

view, but on a more moderate appearance. We did that, and we got a call back some 

days later from the state director of the Liberal Party on preferences that John 

Howard had instructed the Liberal Party to put One Nation last. It came down from 

the very, very top what John Howard himself said, "Put One Nation last." We went 

into the federal election in 1998 as the last person. We still got our 10 per cent and 

we did influence very strongly. In fact, I stood for the federal election. 

RC This leads on to my next series of questions, specifically about the 

October 1998 federal election. You were nominated for the seat of O'Connor in that 

election against Wilson Tuckey. How did this come about? 
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HOUGH Our polling showed that Wilson Tuckey was totally and utterly 

unbeatable, and no-one would stand for the seat, plus it was too big to get around. 

Just over a week prior to. . . no, I think it was less than a week for nominations, we 

hadn't found anyone to run in O'Connor and, as the state director, I didn't know what 

to do. I just said, "I'll do it, but I can't promise anything because I'm too busy with the 

federal election in all the other seats." The party said to me, "That would be 

wonderful. You won't get your money back, and we'll fund you," but I said, "No, it's all 

right, I'll fund myself." John Fischer stood for the Senate. John and I were working 

very close at that stage, and I said to Fischer, "Well, I'll nominate for O'Connor," 

which I did do so; unenthusiastically I may say. The first week of the election (I 

suppose the first week of the month that we had) I just found O'Connor was too big to 

get around and I thought, "I'll kind of get some how-to-vote cards and I'll see if I can 

man some polling booths." 

RC How did you run your campaign for this election? 

HOUGH I did a quick run-around the state with John Fischer, who needed the 

votes as well, being a Senate candidate. John accompanied me and we went into all 

the branches in the country. We had very, very strong branches in O'Connor. By the 

time I had done a run-around, which took me four days, I changed from being 

unenthusiastic to having a sniff of success. I just couldn't believe the response I got. I 

rang Pauline [Hanson] up and said would she come over and give us a hand, which 

she did do so. The response in O'Connor was unbelievable. I think the first time in his 

20-year career, we drove Tuckey to preferences. 

RC What were the main public issues featured in your campaign? 

HOUGH I think, particularly O'Connor, was a better deal for the bush. We felt 

that the infrastructure, hospitals, education (I think it was mainly hospitals, education 

and in general infrastructure funding) were lacking in the bush compared to the city, 

and we just said, "If we could get a voice in Parliament, we would promote those 

particular issues of health and education and infrastructure," which the bush totally 

lacked. Subsequently, we just found out the bush has listened, for the first time to the 

National Party ever, on those issues and got them the balance of power. That was 

our issues, particularly with O'Connor. Just generally across the board, all issues on 

the varied seats throughout the state, the Senate and the . . . is there eight 

e!ectorates? 
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RC Yes. 

HOUGH . . . were all singing from the same hymn book. 

RC What do you see as some of the highlights of that campaign for One 

Nation? Were there any positive aspects of that campaign for One Nation? 

HOUGH Yes. A lot of people who weren't interested in politics came out. We 

made people aware of the political scene. I mean, it was normally Heckle or Jekyll 

you vote for Heckle or you vote for Jekyll. We turned non-interested people into 

voters with an interest, and a vision and a voice. We gave uninterested people a 

voice and I think that was the major thing. They thought, "There's someone out there 

that really cares and that we should help them." 

RC What was the outcome of that federal election in respect of One 

Nation in Western Australia? 

HOUGH I think we received, don't quote me, about 10 or 11 per cent of the 

vote, which was incredible. We did not expect that. 

RC Ten or 11 per cent? 

HOUGH Yes; across Australia that was. In O'Connor I can't remember what I 

got. Have you got a list there? I think I got 13 or 14 per cent, something or other, 

which was also unheard of at the time. I came in second or third in O'Connor, which 

people had me not even getting my own vote. I guess the disappointment was we 

didn't have time and we didn't have the funding to do a proper job and we were quite 

enthusiastic of (not being able to do a proper job) how we fared, with totally under-

funded and no voice, and being promoted as a bunch of hooligan racists as it were; 

right-wing radicals. 

RC What effect did the election have on the organisation of the party? 

HOUGH I think our membership increased substantially. The membership 

increased and people realised that One Nation did have a voice and they were going 

to be Ustened to. So 1 think increased membership and someone realised that there 
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was another voice in the wilderness that would represent them. I think that was 

probably the two factors that were most prominent with the outcomes. 

RC How did the election affect your own position within the party? 

HOUGH I guess running Tuckey to first-time preferences and the response that 

I got and generally the party got, elevated me from "Frank who?" to Frank Hough. It 

certainly didn't do me any harm. The press were still very, very anti our party and still 

anti me, so everything that I did was kind of misinterpreted or misquoted. 

RC In 2000, you wrote and published a book entitled "Pauline Hanson's 

not just fish 'n chips". What prompted you to write this book? 

HOUGH Two things: my wife said to me. . . she was reading a recipe book and 

she said, "You should knock up one of those." I was with Hanson at the time, and 

Pauline said, "Do you know how to cook, Frank?" I said, "Of course I do. What about 

you?" Between the conversation Pauline and I [were having], I said, "Let me have a 

look; I'll do some research on a recipe book and I'll do it as a fundraiser." I took it to 

the meeting and the meeting thought that was a wonderful idea. We were looking at 

what we should name the book and Joyce McKinley, who was the state president's 

wife actually, she yelled out, "What about 'Not just fish and chips'?" It's funny, that hit 

me, and kind of there was silence in the room. I thought, "That's the name of the 

book. Let's produce the book." It took me a year to do the book. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE B 
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TAPE THREE SIDE A 

RC: Continuing interview with Frank Hough in Fremantle. This is tape 3, 

side A. Frank, we were just discussing the publication of your book, Pauline 

Hanson's Not Just Fish 'n Chips. Could you explain why you felt the need to write this 

book? 

HOUGH: Yes. I guess one of the things that came up is, you're looking for 

different marketing ideas and merchandising ideas, and a part of being into people's 

homes, and I thought, "Well, Pauline Hanson is portrayed as all the things that she 

isn't; let's go in ... and how can you get into people's homes?" I thought, well, a 

recipe book, knowing what my wife's like with recipes, a recipe book is in every 

household in Australia, I mean everybody has got a recipe book. If you've got the 

right recipe book, [it's] your way of getting in and probably softening the blow, and it'll 

be subliminal imposition, I guess, to entering a home. So, as I said, I thought, "We'll 

put a recipe book up." I did a bit of research and subsequently, as I said earlier, at a 

meeting Joyce McKin lay, when I asked for ... it was a full party participation, and 

Joyce McKinlay came up with the name "Not Just Fish 'n Chips", which I thought was 

rather unique because, as we know, Pauline Hanson was the fish 'n chip lady. I did a 

run of 15 000 books and they all sold for $9.95, so it gave the party also an income of 

$150 000 less the expenses, which, by memory, off the top of my head, was probably 

about 40-odd grand, so it gave us some incremental income that we wouldn't have 

expected. Subsequently, the day that the book ... we had a big release at the casino 

and we sold 1,500 books at the release, which is probably ... someone from the book 

trade told me it was probably one of the biggest sales of books on an opening day of 

anything; there was the curiosity, plus there would have been 500 people at the book 

opening at the casino. So, yes, and the book was very, very well received. Also in the 

book, a couple of the writers, Pepe Pietricella, an Italian, the late No Hassan, a 

Singaporean Muslim restaurant owner of the Masuri Restaurant, a good mate of 

mine, Rod Eldedo, who is from Manila, he wrote also in the book, and David Oldfield 

and Crisado Nagawantana, a Thai, he wrote also. These were mates, these were 

people that I spent a lot of time with and I used to go to their different restaurants, so 

subsequently I gave it a bit of a multiracial taste as well as being a fundraiser, and 

plus going into—I suppose it went into 15,000 homes. So there you go, and it was 

successful insofar as the fundraising. 
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RC: Before we move on to discuss your parliamentary career, Frank, just a 

few more questions about the One Nation Party itself. What do you see as the impact 

of One Nation on Australian politics? 

HOUGH: I thought, with our policy and our views of marrying up country 

Western Australia, or country Australia, and also city Australia, marrying them and 

having a more across-the-board equality, I think the view is that it was a platform for 

people to express their views. Unlike the two major parties ... I mean, you can't go 

along to a Liberal or Labor meeting ... I'm sure you can't go along and stand up on 

the floor and express your views and ask them why or why not at a meeting, whereas 

the One Nation Party, if we had a meeting, there was the membership and guests. 

Guests could come up and guests had as much right to speak and ask questions as 

anyone else. So I think it opened up ... it gave a platform for people to express their 

views and express what they wanted, and it made it a lot easier for a political party to 

have people coming from the outside and helping us set a task, or setting an 

objective to go towards. I mean, the people of Australia are the people who give you 

your platform and give you your position in the political field. It was a very open forum 

and it gave us a great insight into what the Australian people were thinking. I think 

that was one of the main things that there was, that we had views expressed. We 

also had views expressed, very anti and very pro, but that will happen in any open 

forum, people want to push their own barrow, but, you know, generally you can 

isolate those or weed those out for the genuine proponents. 

RC: What is your estimation of Pauline Hanson's role in One Nation? 

HOUGH: Well, Pauline Hanson was the heart and soul of the party. There was 

no question about that; she was the heart and soul. She was the driving force, and 

despite what people say, at the end of the day she was as straight as a gun barrel 

and a person of her word. I mean, she was what I believed you would envisage as a 

true ocker Aussie, she was it. She epitomised "the Australian". If you wanted to say 

anything about a person, she was "the Australian". 

RC: How can you summarise your own relationship with Pauline Hanson? 

HOUGH: I had an unbelievable relationship with Pauline. I loved her dearly as a 

person and as a friend, and as a workmate. We had a very, very good working 

relationship. Pauline and I used to throw things around at one another; we would 

argue profusely behind closed doors about things; we would come to an outcome 

and that would be it; and there was no carrying it outside the door. It was the same 

as in Parliament; you stand up and say what you mean, and when you walk out of 

the'room that'stheend of that. Pauline and I expressed and got things off our chest 
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and there were some very, very heated arguments and a bit of shouting and 

screaming on both sides. I can probably remember one night we were coming back 

from Newdegate from a political meeting; Pauline and I were arguing about 

something and she carried on like a pork chop. It was two o'clock in the morning and 

we were heading back to Perth, and just out of Armadale there is the Armadale forest 

there. We disagreed on something, I was driving, and she asked me to stop the car 

and she wanted to get out and walk home. So [we were] in the middle of nowhere, 

between Brookton and Armadale, so I opened the car door and drove off, and I 

looked in the rear view mirror and in the starlit night I saw her standing there with her 

hands on her hips. I reversed the car back and picked her up and we shook hands 

and ... so, yes, those type of things. Plus as a friend, I mean Pauline and I would go 

to functions together or—she was a great mixer with people. She'd go and play a 

game of eight ball in a pub against ... she'd challenge the blokes in a pub, she'd 

challenge them for a game of darts. Yes, we had a very, very good relationship and I 

trusted her implicitly and she did so me. 

RC: Pauline Hanson did serve some time in prison; have you any 

reflections on that incident? 

HOUGH: Yes, I did, we discussed that. I discussed that when I brought her 

home on several occasions. I told her ... it really got down to the state of, she thought 

as ... she signed ... she received a cheque, it was made out to Pauline Hanson as 

the party secretary, and she signed off as the party secretary and she wasn't the 

party secretary; she was the president at the time, the national president. The 

Queensland Electoral Commission were really pedantic about protocol, and she 

received a cheque and signed it off as the party secretary, which she wasn't. So I 

suppose, legally, she was fraudulently receiving the party funds which went into 

paying back the people who stood for the seats that we had. I just said—and I made 

a point of it—that she, in sheer ignorance, did that, not ... there was any mischievous 

or fraudulent misdemeanours on that, it was purely ignorance and naivety. I think I 

made a speech in Parliament on it. I suggested to Pauline, 'You should say to the 

electoral commission ... apologise", and say well she's sorry and that, yes, she'll 

accept the fine, that she wasn't the party secretary. She thought, as the president, 

she overrode everyone, but she didn't realise the party secretary is a registered part 

of the system and you can't act as a party secretary if you're not nominated by the 

party committee as the party secretary. I just thought it was just something; she was 

naive. I strongly recommended that she apologise and plead guilty to inadvertently 

doing that through sheer ignorance, and we had a bad, bad argument about it; she 
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said, "I'm not ignorant and I'm not naïve, don't you tell me I'm naïve", and 

subsequently dug her toes in. If I hadn't have said anything, she might have probably 

just pleaded guilty and moved on, but I told her that she had to do that to move on, 

and [she] subsequently dug her toes in and the result was she was to become the 

first political prisoner, I think, in the country, in our system, which was sad. I felt sorry 

for her. I know how she must have felt, but, yes, it was just one of those things. 

Probably my insistence and her stupidity was the cocktail for the result. 

RC: Just a couple of further questions before we move on to your 

parliamentary career, Frank. What factors do you consider led to the decline of the 

One Nation Party? 

HOUGH: Internal power struggles. It happens in every political party. You know, 

we all sit down, we all agree in the morning when we wake up to march west; in the 

morning you see two people have marched east, one has gone north and two have 

gone south, and then everyone says they're right. It's just that. . . power struggles, I 

guess, if you put it down ... I suppose, being really critical, a lot of people were 

elevated into positions they shouldn't have been, like presidents, vice-presidents and 

party secretaries. By popularity, someone got voted as president of the party and 

they had probably been an insignificant person in their life, never had a position of 

power before, and all of a sudden they thought, as president ... they probably went 

home and looked in the mirror and said, "I'm the president of the state, or the state 

branch, or a regional branch", and we had ... it just fractured. There were power 

struggles of people expressing their personal views and it all went back to the 

presidents that were elected. I probably would have loved to undemocratically elect 

them myself as the national director and put people in who I thought would have 

abided with the constitution and not have ... and, you know, they all ... people went 

on ego trips, and, sadly, pushed their barrows and the barrows weren't going in the 

same way as the party was going, but it happens in every political party for some 

reason. Any volunteer organisation suffers this, but we suffered it because the press 

were there, sitting on the sideline helping us destruct, or self-destruct. 

RC: Why did you decide to leave the One Nation Party in June 2004? 

HOUGH: Embry and myself and Fischer were all subject to the 

Western Australian branch, which was the strongest branch of the organisation, that 

got into conflict with the ... . We had a very wealthy promoter in there from the 

National Party, a fellow called Ron McLean who put a lot of money into the party and 

subsequently became the state president, and then started dictating to the politicians 

his personal views on the way he wanted the party to ... how he expressed our,  
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views. I explained, and so did Fischer and Embry, that we were elected to the 

Parliament by people who, in our electorates, or in our regions, had a special view, 

and we were elected on the pretence that One Nation had an independent voice. We 

didn't marry up to the major parties; we had our own independent voice, based upon 

what the electorate was saying, and if it was in conflict to my two colleagues, who 

were in different electorates, if it was in conflict to what ... I voted the way that my 

electorate asked me to vote, not the way that the party told me to vote. That was the 

reason that our view for the future ... we were such a good party, because we had 

independent ideas. I used to vote against Embry and Fischer and Fischer used to 

vote against me, and one would go one way and two of us would go the other way, or 

the three of us would vote together. We used to discuss it, and John Fischer, rightly, 

as the mining and pastoral [region representative] had different views than I did for 

[the] agriculture [region], and as Embry did for the south west [region]. That was the 

platform of our party, that was the cornerstone, that was the foundation, and this 

McLean decided to crack up the foundation, and we explained ... we went to the 

meeting and he'd influenced; he had his own group of people there, he'd appointed 

some ... . He went back to the Ted Vermeer days, because we lost sight of the ball 

because we were in Parliament all the time and we only went to the odd meeting, 

whereas they were fermenting this stupid vision and views which were totally against 

what we, in principle, were in there for. Subsequently I think Embry resigned, then 

Fischer went Independent, and I started up the New Country Party which had, kind 

of, very Liberal-type views. 

RC: Thank you, Frank. I'd now like to move on to your parliamentary 

career. You were nominated for the Agricultural Region seat on the Legislative 

Council in the 2001 Western Australian state election. How did this come about? 

HOUGH: The party took the view at the time [that] my performance in O'Connor, 

which was the federal seat of agriculture; that [because of] my performance there, 

that I should maintain because I had a very, very good response in the O'Connor 

election. I was also probably recognised in that area better than [in] any other seat 

and the party nominated me that I should run for agriculture. 

RC: How did you run your campaign? 

HOUGH: Based upon the principles of One Nation, that we should, in the 

country, have the same opportunities as city people. The other thing is that I would 

represent the people and not the party. The cornerstone of our promotion was, I 

would become the voice of the seat of the seven electorates of agriculture. I think 

that was, in principle, without going into great intricate details, I would be the voice o 
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agriculture—an independent voice—and I would represent agriculture as directed by 

my electorate. 

RC: Did your campaign for the 2001 state election differ in any ways from 

your previous campaign for the 1998 federal election? 

HOUGH: Very, very similar, but we had probably a stronger set of policies at 

that stage, where we were being questioned and we were all rowing in the same 

direction, which was most important. So, you know, we were very cohesive as a party 

and we showed, I think, reasonably good management and good leadership. 

RC: What was Pauline Hanson's involvement in the Western Australian 

campaign? 

HOUGH: Very strong, particularly with me, which showed in the party because I 

think I came in second in the state with a 1.3 or 1.4 quota, which was extremely high 

for a first-time party in the state election. I came in second to the Liberal Party. 

Pauline was very, very prominent. She came to some very big rallies, the biggest 

political rally ever seen at the Newdegate Field Day. We had standing room only, 

about 500 or 600 people came to it. York Town Hall [has] a maximum [capacity] of 

700 people; [we] filled the hall. We had over 1 000 people turn up for that. Geraldton 

was frightening; we had filled up the hall in Geraldton. [Because of] the enthusiasm, 

halfway through the campaign I was supremely confident that I would become a 

member of Parliament. In fact I spoke to Robert Bennett, who was the writer of the 

Sunday Times at that date, and he's got a picture of me sitting in a seat with my arms 

along the back of the lounge, looking very confident. Typical of the press, they took 

me at a moment where I relaxed and threw my arms back, and it was a very 

arrogant-looking pose. This was a month or so out from the election, and I said that 

One Nation would win three seats. I quoted the seats: agriculture, mining and 

pastoral and south west. Robert Bennett's headlines were "One Nation-3 Seats?" 

with a big question mark. So he was taking the mickey out of me and making a goose 

of me and I think he over-quoted what ... . He made me look arrogant, or probably 

more arrogant than a lot of people think I am, but subsequently I just had the right 

feeling, and in hindsight I was 100 per cent right. 

RC: So in summary, what impact do you think Pauline Hanson had on your 

campaign? 

HOUGH: Absolutely the major impact. She was really the ... I suppose if you 

say, "What impact?"; 90 per cent. She was very good. She performed beautifully, she 

had improved her skills, she was just absolutely ... . I couldn't have done without her. 
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RC: What were the main issues that people were raising with you during 

the campaign? 

HOUGH: Well, seeing [as] mine was agricultural, which is country, it was 

education, health, infrastructure in country, and country didn't have a voice, like the 

city. I guess, would we, if elected, give the country a voice? Our answer to that was, 

most definitely. And would we express the views of the region and not a party line 

view? And our answer to that and our promotion of that was, most certainly; we were 

going to work strongly for the electorate. 

RC: What do you see as some of the highlights of that campaign? 

HOUGH: The enthusiasm, the response we got ... people drove for hundreds of 

kilometres. When we were at Mullewa they drove for hundreds of kilometres to meet 

Pauline Hanson and to listen to Pauline Hanson and myself expressing our views. In 

Geraldton, people came from many, many... Northampton, they came from down 

Dongara. People drove many, many miles to hear, and people were showing interest 

in politics. I think that was the big thing; we brought people out of the woodwork that 

were politically dead, politically cloned. We brought people out ... and the people that 

listened to us believed that we would give them a voice. We only missed out by one 

seat; if we hadn't listened to the Liberal Party and put the Greens ... we should have 

put them last, as I said we should have, on a couple of seats, and because of that 

they got Robin Chapple up in mining and pastoral, which gave them the balance of 

power at the time. If we hadn't done that, there would have been another Liberal in, 

but the Liberal Party ... we worked on their numbers of where to place the voting 

ticket, and they suggested we put the Greens above them because they thought the 

Greens wouldn't even relate in the election. Subsequently we, and I will live to regret 

this, we put the Greens in the balance of power and we shouldn't have done. I 

listened to Jeremy Buxton for the first time in my life because it was so important, we 

were going so well; I should have listened to my heart and what the people were 

saying, because they hated the Greens in agriculture, they hated them with a 

vengeance, and in mining and pastoral. I and Fischer, when we were doing the 

preferences, agreed that we should put them last, and we didn't. That was the fatal 

mistake that I made. 

RC: How did you feel when you were elected? 

HOUGH: Numb. I went into the party room and the opening of ballot boxes, 

Pauline and I ... and it's still on television. Every time I see anything on Channel Two, 

Seven or Nine with Pauline walking into the room, and we were kind of greeted by 

all, the other parliamentarians, except for the Premier, wandered in and took their 
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seats and watched the counting boards. Pauline and I walked down the gangway and 

we had lights, we had press, we had everything; it was incredible. The first few ballot 

boxes opened and I was leading the charge with the first few ballot boxes by some 

obscene amount and the press were running up, saying, "You're in", and that was [in] 

about the first five or six minutes. I thought, "How could you be in with the ballot 

boxes; if Geraldton's comes in and if Geraldton voted against me", because they 

were a big area and so was Esperance a big area, and Narrogin and Merredin, and I 

thought that if they went against us, it wouldn't matter ... and I think it was Allanson, 

which was down at Collie somewhere, the ballot box came in and I think I got 90 per 

cent of the ballot box. My wife actually ran for Collie in that election and came in, I 

think, second. Hilda Turnbull lost her seat because of Jan's—my wife—vote there. 

Then at the 15 or 20-minute mark my lead was maintaining and I ... it's the first time 

I'd ever been to an election room and I was unawares ... and the pundits, I've seen 

them do the calculations, and within 15 minutes I was history. I was a non-event 

because I was elected by the press. In the first 15 minutes there, someone was 

telling me, when the counting had only just started, that I was the new member for 

agricultural, and I just drew numbness. 

RC: Just to summarise on your election, Frank; what do you think were the 

main factors that contributed to your success? 

HOUGH: Pauline Hanson; full stop. 

RC: Just Pauline Hanson; no other factors? 

HOUGH: Pauline Hanson, yes. I've got to be truthful there. 

RC: Right. 

HOUGH: I had probably ... I'd run in the seat prior, but that was minimal. 

Pauline Hanson. 

RC: More generally now; why do you think Richard Court's Liberal 

government lost the 2001 election? 

HOUGH: Putting us last. He should never have put us last, because we reacted. 

I mean, Arthur Marshall, I moved up the pecking list because ... . I like Arthur and he 

maintained his Dawesville seat, but the rest of them we put last; we shouldn't. 

Richard Court came up to me at the end of the night, shook my hand and said, "We 

should have listened", he said, "But the Prime Minister told us no." So Howard, in 

both elections, was a very strong factor. I mean, Richard, I like, I think he's a 

wonderful fellow, and he just come up to me and he said, "Frank, this is history." 

RC: When you entered Parliament, Frank, what were the 'main issues that 

you intended ,to. raise? ' 
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HOUGH: One vote, one value was strong; salinity. The other one was water 

resources, [on] which I spent a lot of time doing cloud seeding and God knows what. 

I guess one vote, one value was a primary total; that would have cut the voice of the 

country people just about out, which it has. I thought that was very, very unfair. I 

mean, when you look at, say, the electorate of Merredin, or you take agriculture, it 

would take you, if you wanted to drive around it, it would probably take you a week 

and a half, two weeks, to drive around, whereas in the city you can probably walk 

around most electorates on foot in 20 minutes. They say that, you know, they wanted 

to make it even more vast, one vote, one [value]. Representation would mean there 

would be less seats in the country and more in the city, and that, therefore, to see 

your country representative, you would probably, instead of seeing him every couple 

of months, you'd probably see him once a year. So that was one of the problems you 

had. One vote, one value, whilst maybe in the city or a country that's equally 

populated one vote, one value is good; Australia is a different demographic. 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE A 
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TAPE THREE SIDE B 

RC: Continuing interview with Frank Hough; tape 3, side B. 

Frank, when you first entered Parliament, what did you perceive as your role in 

Parliament? 

HOUGH: Representing the people and not the party, and representing the 

issues that needed to be covered. I just thought that, you know, the whole concept of 

One Nation was representing the people of your electorate. That was my primary 

just elaborating on it. I mean, the issues were there and I had to represent the 

people. They were the policymakers as far as I was concerned, and I was purely the 

mouth or the voice. 

RC: What difference did you think you could make? 

HOUGH: Being naive and going into Parliament and not knowing the system, I 

really thought that you could probably make a difference, but then you quickly learn 

that things are voted on party lines. There was many times there that votes went one 

way or the other. I was very friendly with all the other parliamentarians and I had a 

good working relationship with everyone there on both sides of the fence, even 

though I was critical [of them] inside the chamber. A lot of my Hansard things would 

show that I was rather obnoxious, but when I walked out into the corridors of 

Parliament ... some of the parliamentarians voted for things that I felt was offensive 

and I questioned them outside. I said, "How can you honestly sleep when you vote 

for things like that?" They said, "That is the instructions of our party. That's how we're 

told to vote." I said, "But you're not doing the people of Australia a great deal of good, 

are you?" They said, "That's our party lines, and if I don't vote that way, I won't be a 

member of this party." 

RC: Can you think of any specific instances of that? 

HOUGH: Oh, the gay and lesbian reform bill was one of them; law and order 

there was very, very soft approaches in areas of law and order; cloud seeding; 

salinity. I mean, they always had excuses why and they wanted to go into—similar to 

today with our fellow, Rudd. They loved talkfests, these people. They loved having 

talkfests and meetings. I don't like meetings; you either do it or you don't, so, putting 

it blandly, "shit, or get off the pot", but they liked talkfests; they really believed that 

talkfests would work. That's where I got frustrated, and I showed my frustration in 

Parliament, I must say. 

RC: How do you think the policies of One Nation coincided or didn't 

coincide with your own constituents? 
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HOUGH: Well, that's why they voted for me, in my view. They voted for what 

they thought I represented, and I think I represented it quite well. My girls, my 

advisers there, they would do continual mail-outs and they would do continual 

sampling, and I also had a magazine which I produced which went out to 6,000-odd 

[people] with "Your View, Your Voice", and I went to all the shows. I thought I kept 

very, very well-informed, and I used to spend all my time in the country anyway. I'd 

sleep at farms and God knows what. I mean, I didn't go to the hotels like all of my 

colleagues did, I'd go to different people's [houses]. I thought that I always had a 

good running, my feet-on-the-ground concept of what was required and what was 

needed. I just spoke with everyone. I'd go to small towns and I would talk to 

everyone. Those who didn't know me; I'd introduce myself. So I reckon that I had—I 

mean I can't be 100 per cent sure—the greater view of the requirement of what my 

constituents wanted. 

RC: As a new parliamentarian in 2001, how did you see the transition from 

a Liberal to a Labor government in Western Australia? 

HOUGH: Just purely the Liberal Party moved over to one side of the chamber 

and the Labor [Party] moved over to the other side of chamber. Nothing changed—

oh, except for McGinty and his one vote, one value. It was just like on the Titanic; it 

was just a change of chairs. 

RC: So that's how you saw it? 

HOUGH: Yes, just a change of chairs; nothing new. 

RC: What sort of reception did you receive in the Parliament when you first 

entered Parliament? 

HOUGH: Well, before I entered Parliament, if you're talking about the night of 

my maiden speech, I got out of the car and was greeted by a group of 300 protesting 

lunatics. It's all recorded. Channel Seven show it regularly. Pauline and I walked 

towards the Parliament, we walked towards the press, they all had their lights on us, 

we couldn't see the mad mob behind them, and we were beaten with banners. I got a 

cut to the side of my face, I got a cut in the leg, I got kicked; Pauline Hanson had a 

banner smashed over her head. The police stood inside the Parliament, lined up 

inside, watching all this take place, and their excuse was that they couldn't open the 

door in case they stormed inside the Parliament. Then I subsequently made my 

maiden speech and I was castigated by the audience in the chamber every time I 

opened my mouth, who were subsequently thrown out in hordes, of this right wing, 

radical Hitler Youth movement fellow that was making a speech for some reason. It 

was different, let me say. 
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RC: When you first entered Parliament, who were your mentors? Who 

helped you to settle in, if you like, into Parliament? 

HOUGH: I spent a lot of time with George Cash; George was very, very good. 

Norman Moore, Ljiljanna Ravlich, Kim Chance. Another very, very helpful fellow was 

the Clerk of the Parliament, Laurie Marquet. Laurie was . . . we know what happened 

to Laurie, but Laurie was very, very good, I must say, and very, very helpful indeed, 

and the president, John Cowdell; John was extremely good, and Katie Doust. I got on 

very, very well with all parliamentarians, I'm sure I did. Peter Foss was another 

fellow; I had a great deal of time for Peter. 

RC: Just moving on to the composition of the Legislative Council after the 

2001 election: the new composition comprised 13 Labor, 12 Liberal, one National 

Party, five Greens and three One Nation members. What are your views on the 

composition of the Council? 

HOUGH: My view on the composition of the make up of the Legislative Council 

when I was elected was, to say the least, disappointed that there were five Greens 

and only three One Nation; there should have been one extra Liberal and one less 

Green, which would have given us the balance of power. However, that didn't 

happen. So I was disappointed, I was extremely disappointed. 

RC: What did you see as the role of the three One Nation elected 

members in the Council? 

HOUGH: That's fairly easily answered: we were there, I suppose—to take a 

cliché—to keep the bastards honest and represent our electorate. That's what we 

were there for. I was hoping that we would have the view that if we had the balance 

of power we could have stopped a lot of stuff that shouldn't have gone through, but 

we didn't, and on party lines, which we were opposed to voting on party lines. One of 

the, I thought, prime factors of One Nation being in there, is they were three 

Independents. Whilst representing a party, they were members of a party that were 

representing their electorates, whereas everyone else was in there representing their 

electorates, but finally, and first and foremost, representing their party views. 

RC: How did you see the relationship between yourself and the other two 

One Nation members—Paddy Embry and John Fischer? 

HOUGH: Great people, very good people; salt of the earth. Paddy was totally 

different than John. John was probably very inflexible, but a person I learnt [to], and 

still do, treat with great respect. I find him probably to be ... he was the rock in One 

Nation and probably because of his inflexibility that was a part of the. fall ingapart. We I 

should havel negotiated a bit harder and a bit stronger. I could not say one bad thing 
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about John. He was just a great representative for his electorate and a good party 

member, and he's a very good friend. Paddy Embry, a different type of person: a 

good party member, a good straightshooter and a good friend. Both people, I would 

have to say, I unashamedly say, they're two of my very best mates. 

RC: How did the three of you work together? You say that you worked 

primarily for the wishes of your... or the concerns of your electorate... rather than as a 

party. Is that correct? 

HOUGH: Yes, as Hansard will show, we discussed the bills and I would express 

my view, Paddy would express his view, and John would express his view. There 

were many times there was two on one side and one on the other, three on one side, 

or one and two the other way around going. So, yes, the parliamentary parties there 

would snigger and laugh [about] how One Nation would be voting against the other 

One Nation people, but we were voting on principles of what we went in there for. 

Look, nine out of 10 times we all voted for what we believed in, which was always the 

views of our electorate, but there were the odd times that obviously mining and 

pastoral and the lower south west have different views on water and different views 

on different things. Yes, they would castigate us, or laugh, when we would go one 

way and the other two would go the other away. It wasn't unusual. After they 

expressed to us the humour, in a real sense, heartfelt, out in the corridors they said, 

"You're lucky bastards, you can do that. It's good to be able to do that and we would 

love to be able to do the same", and pity Parliament isn't like that, however I can't 

change that. 

RC: In your maiden speech to Parliament on 30 May 2001, you raised 

several issues that you believed posed serious threats to Western Australian's 

agricultural sector, such as multinational corporations, globalisation, and the national 

competition policy. Why do you think these issues threatened the state's agricultural 

industry? 

HOUGH: The national competition policy—unfair trading—will always affect the 

country people. The national competition policy is great for the city, but not for 

country. It alienates them from what they believe in and what should be good for 

them, and it alienates them from what actually is happening. 

RC: And globalisation? 

HOUGH: Well, globalisation, we were opposed to it, but in hindsight, now I 

suppose globalisation, with this recession we're seeing today, it seems probably 

globalisation in its true form. . . it takes a recession to bring globalisation to what it 

should be, and not. . . I mean, globalisation is a thing that I suppose was a speak- 
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easy type situation, but today we're seeing what globalisation can do. In hindsight it's 

probably a very good way to run, that we all paddle the boat in the same direction. 

RC: And multinational corporations? 

HOUGH: Yes, multinationals have got a place in life, but, you know, at the 

expense of ... particularly when you see multinationals like Woolworths, Coles and 

that going in and upsetting the balance of the country life and the local co-op that's 

been family owned, the small businesses there, who can't compete with the 

magnitude of the multinationals and subsequently go out of business. It kills off 

towns, and that's the big problem you've got. 

RC: The issues of land degradation through salinity and the need for a 

sustainable agricultural sector also featured prominently in your maiden speech and 

in subsequent speeches throughout your parliamentary career. Why are these issues 

so important to you? 

HOUGH: If you travel around the state or agriculture [regions] and you can see 

the rate of salinity eating up the countryside, it is frightening. I got involved with a 

drainage group who thought they had a solution. I got involved with a fellow who 

invented a grass that also would grow in salt, and wheat crops that would ... they just 

didn't seem to be addressing the degradation of the salt problem. There were so 

many engineering solutions that were available and they were not prepared to run 

the ... there were some very, very good answers, and, in principle, I saw some of 

them working in areas that had reclaimed back land—and particularly in the Wagin 

area—that hadn't been farmed since the late '50s, and the salinity, or the run off of 

the drainage systems ... they had cropped this land that hadn't been farmed for 30, 

40 years, 50 years, and they were planting crops on them. The government just 

didn't seem to want to address this. That was another issue, and salt is not another 

issue; salt is a huge problem in the country. 

RC: Your maiden speech also reflected your opposition to one vote, one 

value legislation, and in the debate on the Electoral Amendment Bill on 28 

November 2001, you described one vote, one value as being, "Totally and utterly 

unfair." Why did you oppose this legislation so strongly? 

HOUGH: Well, as I explained, you've got one politician who drives around in an 

electorate in the city with 20 000 voters. He can go around his electorate and 

everyone has got access to him within five minutes, and there is a hospital or a 

pharmacy or something or other in that electorate; whereas in the country [from] 

which they wanted to remove politicians, or representation, to go into the city to 

represent on one vote, one value, when in my view it was one vote, no value 
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because that same fellow with the larger area still had, whilst not as many people, 

major problems on infrastructure and hospitals and accessibility to health, mental 

health, whereas in the city they didn't. They wanted to put more people in to manage 

more people in a confined area than they did. I mean, some days some of the 

politicians in the country have to drive hundreds of kilometres to get around their 

area, and they wanted to even increase that further, which means that the people in 

the country would ultimately get to no value; they were valueless. 

RC: In your maiden speech you also referred to the growth of an 

"Aboriginal industry" in Western Australia, within which funds have been 

misappropriated and how an elite group of leaders received benefits from funding 

that was intended for Aboriginal communities. You also mentioned your involvement 

with Aboriginal groups, especially the Noongar Land Council. In a speech on 

7 November 2001, you referred to the case of Mark Smith, an Aboriginal man who 

was removed from his family and became dependent on receiving welfare. From your 

own experiences, what are your views on how funding to Aboriginal communities 

should be administered? 

HOUGH: Well, I think that firstly they manage ... Aboriginals—and I've got to 

talk on a generalisation, and you can say there are some very successful ones, but 

there are also a lot more unsuccessful. We throw money at them and we think that 
we've done ... we buy our conscience out. We sell our conscience, I guess, and give 

them money and say, "That's what we're doing." When we value the Aboriginal 

corporations, as we say, we've given them $10 million; they didn't go in to find out 

how the $10 million was spent, or did it actually get on the ground. With the Derbarl 

Yerrigan situation, the hospital there, I found out that you've got all executives 

there—a couple of illiterate executives—on 100 grand each, funding of motor cars 

and God knows what, and totally no accountability for anything they do, because, the 

community felt that if they question the Aboriginal industries ... and they were 

industries, they were people that really didn't care about their brothers and sisters out 

there; they were feathering their own nests. They're very family orientated, 

Aboriginals; one gets into a business and they get all their family and the next thing 

you know, there are nine out of a family working in one of these corporations that 

they get, instead of having a spread. Subsequently, the money was staying in a small 

area and the needy weren't receiving it. How you do that ... rather than throw money 
at them, maybe create jobs, make them have to go to school, make them have to go 

to work, even if they made jobs for them. Mark Smith who was there said, "They don't 

want money", he said, "While you throw money at them", he said, "We criticise 
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Aboriginal kids." Now, as Mark quite clearly pointed out to me, kids—Aboriginals in 

particular—look to their elders as the prime motivators, or the look up to's in their life 

and model their life around them. If mum and dad are sitting on the front porch with a 

bottle of beer and a smoke, unemployed, that's what little Johnny and little Mary are 

going to do. Mark said to me, "You've got to not look after the kids, you've got to train 

the adults. Get in and train the adults; make them do things. Help them." I mean, he's 

a prime example of success, and why wouldn't they have someone like Mark Smith, 

Robyn Yarrin and all these people, these successful people, actually in these 

corporations, showing them how to do it? Instead, they get people, the Noongars. 

was very critical on the Noongars. I'm just trying to think of his name who was 

running it. He was a derelict from Queensland. How he ever got over here to become 

the CEO of the Noongar Land Council has got me beat. He successfully syphoned 

off all their money, and they're still doing it now up in the Northern Territory. I mean, 

he didn't have any class even. How they put up with these blokes... I think the 

Aboriginals like to go along with everyone. They agree with everyone. They've got to 

be told, you know, "You people have got to do this, you've got to do it yourself." The 

businesses ... I saw it in Mullewa [on] pension day—gambling, drinking, drugs. When 

I come up with [the idea of] a smart card, it was like a ... they've just come up with it 

four years after I made the speech. The government has said the smart card would 

buy them food, would buy them rent and clothing, and it wouldn't buy them cigarettes 

or alcohol, or gambling or lotto tickets and people said I was discriminatory. It wasn't 

discriminatory, I thought it was compassionate of making sure that Thursday night 

didn't turn into a drunken orgy, and at least the kids ... and it wouldn't buy Coca-Cola 

and lemonade, and they said, "How can you be so cruel?" That's all they drink; they 

drink lemonade, smoke and have beers, and the following day they've got no money, 

they've been gambling. 

RC: Just flowing on from that: what are your views on the intervention in 

the Northern Territory of John Howard's government into Aboriginal communities? 

HOUGH: I'm totally supportive. May I say that if you read my speech, John must 

have read it as well because it's very verbatim, what he's doing. I mean, he really 

pinched all of our policies anyway. Anything that was any good, he pinched, and that 

was another one of them. I was very fortunate that I have got mine in Hansard four 

years before he even thought about it. 

RC: Your concerns over an apparent breakdown in law and order in 

Western Australia not only feature in your maiden speech, but also in subsequent 

speeches, such as your motions in the Legislative Assembly on 11 June 2003 to 
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impose corporal punishment on convicted offenders under certain circumstances, 

and on 12 November 2003 for citizens-initiated referendums to decide if the courts 

should be empowered to impose capital punishment on offenders convicted beyond 

reasonable doubt for heinous crimes. Why are law and order issues so important to 

you? 

HOUGH: Well, unlike when I grew up, the worst thing you could have was a 

beer or a cigarette; today, there is marijuana, there is 50 different cocktails of drugs, 

and law and order has totally got out of ... law and no order, or no law and no order, 

has got totally out of control. I think that we've got to be hard and fast and more 

disciplined, and we've got to get away from this politically correct business and giving 

people a smack on the hand. I mean, if you wanted my extreme views, I think if you 

get caught doing drugs, you know, you should be, because looking at the amount of 

damage—damage control it causes down the line of the—I think that those people 

should be locked up in a room and not seen again. Corporal punishment; at school 

[when] I grew up, you would get the cane because you were a bad boy. I've got to tell 

you, you quickly learnt that that hurt like hell and you don't do that again; you pull 

your head in. Today, if a teacher even speaks in an angry voice he can be had up for 

verbal assault. I find that quite offensive. I find it unbelievable. I just feel that our 

youth is getting totally and utterly out of control and they really have no respect. I 

always respected, growing up, a policeman; today, they are abused, they're treated 

with contempt, they're treated as a joke, and they're the law providers that we've got 

and we don't treat them with any respect at all. I think it's just got out of control. 

RC: At the close of your maiden speech you described yourself as "A 

Christian who is committed to our community." How do you reconcile Christianity with 

One Nation's political philosophies? 

HOUGH: Very good. Right on the line. I think One Nation [people], most of them 

are very serious churchgoing people anyway, and, yes, I think the church and One 

Nation's policies were—maybe my capital punishment wasn't what the church would 

like, killing someone, but I believe that you've sometimes got to be cruel to be kind. I 

didn't hide the view; that was a part of my view before even being elected, that I was 

strong on capital punishment. You'll find the vote in the upper house, I lost by one 

vote. They laughed at me when I promoted the bill, and the vote went 14-13. Simon 

O'Brien crossed the floor and voted with the Labor Party. I couldn't believe it. 

RC: In a debate in Parliament on 14 June 2001 about apologising to 

Aboriginal people about their treatment since European colonisation, you said, "I do 

not believe we have the right to say sorry for yesteryear." However, in the supply bill 
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debate on 26 June 2001, you moved a motion that the Legislative Council apologise 

for the way returned Vietnam soldiers were treated. Do you think this displays any 

inconsistency in your views? 

HOUGH: Definitely not, no. You can't apologise for the way it was when people 

grew up, and if you look at the carnage that supposedly has been purported of these 

people, it's said that they were mistreated in early life. No, it was the church at the 

time [that] thought that they were doing the right thing. Now, in today's views it 

probably isn't right, and in my view they shouldn't have probably done that because if 

you asked the Aboriginals what they want, they would prefer to sit under a tree and 

have a smoke and talk about the dreamtime. They don't want to live in houses, they 

don't want to do this; the white man has got a lot to answer for. But to apologise for 

what happened at the time, that was the right ... I mean, it wasn't one person that 

decided to take them away; the community thought that they should do the right thing 

by them. They were half-castes anyway, they were not Aboriginals, they were half-

castes, the ones that were taken away, because the Aboriginals themselves rejected 

half-castes. If they were left, they would have been sexually abused or verbally 

abused or physically abused if they'd stayed within the community, and probably not 

lived anyway. We think about it today, we've got different resources and we think 

different. So today we have better, probably, measuring sticks to know what we're 

going to do. At the time they thought they were doing right and it was our forefathers, 

and I'm not going to apologise for any ... . I'll apologise for me, not for anyone else. 

Vietnam is different; I experienced that. They came back and they were shunned. 

They went to a war that they didn't volunteer [for]; they were sent. They were 

conscripted to fight a war they knew nothing about, and they were abused by the 

public when they came back. Poor buggers didn't even know why they were out 

there, and they were being killed and abused. Once again, the treatment they got 

and half of them that I spoke with are all nutcases. The blokes who came back, 

they've all gone a bit peculiar. Really it gave me a very strong insight of how the mind 

works, and a lot of those people are mentally raped that went to that war. They've 

come back and they're in gaga land. It's a concern to talk to some of those people. 

Then they came back. When they arrived back at airports, they went into the toilets 

and took their uniform off and rolled it up and came out in a pair of jeans because 

they didn't want to walk through the crowd as a returned vet. They did a good job in 

the war; they did a brilliant job in the war, and I hate wars, but they didn't even know 

what they were there for. They were representing the government. They were fighting 



TAPE THREE SIDE B HOUGH 53 

for God knows what and they were abused by their own family when they came back. 

That was just totally and utterly .. [and] I can't accept it. 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE B 
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TAPE FOUR SIDE A 

RC In an Address-in-Reply speech on 28 August 2001 you supported 

Prime Minister John Howard's strong stance on immigration and said, "It is time we 

told people who want to enter Australia illegally that we are not an easy touch." To 

what extent, if any, do you think One Nation influenced the federal Liberal 

government's immigration policies? 

HOUGH That's a very easy one to answer. John Howard listened to the people 

and he saw one of the prime policies of One Nation in regards to our immigration 

stand about the treatment that illegal immigrants got. They got better treatment than 

probably people coming through the normal channels than they were offered ... if 

they wanted to oppose being sent back, they got offered legal advice and so on and 

so forth. The stand that the Australian public took was very supportive of One 

Nation's anti-immigration, not immigration in itself but illegal immigration. John 

Howard saw that the vote, whether he really believed in it or not ... I've got to be 

"clear" here. I sincerely believe that John Howard took the view that the people out 

there were speaking, and he, probably for the first time in his life, had a good listen to 

what the people were talking about and he saw the concern of the general public 

about the controlling of illegal immigration and he took that stand and I wholly support 

it. 

RC In a speech on 13 November 2001 you said it would have been 

disastrous if the Howard government had lost the election and the Kyoto protocol had 

been acknowledged. Why do you think it would have been disastrous? 

HOUGH In hindsight, looking to today with Rudd ... The Kyoto protocol is 

fantastic. Probably in years to come or, when the United States, when China and 

India all adhere and all pedal the same bicycle in the same direction. Australia 

shouldn't acknowledge it. We are a blip on the horizon. We've got 24 million people 

in a country the size of Europe. All of our factories and all of our industry put together 

wouldn't even probably relate to Shanghai, for instance. They probably emit more 

than we do and we're running around pushing a barrow. We should be encouraging 

America, India and China to do it. If they sign up and do it ... we're a blip in the 

ocean. Who really cares that Australia signs the protocol and then agrees with all the 

bullshit that goes on with it? When America step into line and India and China, yes, 

we should support them wholeheartedly and go along with it, but at this stage we're a 

blip in the ocean and it's a waste of space, it's a waste of meetings ... same stupid 

meetingsagain. They've got to have a greater look at the implications of, now, 

carbon trading and God knows what, because it looks as if it could turn the current 
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recession into a depression, and I think, if we supported it ... so in hindsight, I was 

right. 

RC In November 2004 the three One Nation members in the Legislative 

Council voted against the racial vilification bill. What were your objections to this 

legislation? 

HOUGH I can't remember the bill. The racial vilification bill. Yes, I can. Of 

course it was, the racial vilification. By memory, it was getting mixed up with the 

church. We were perceived as being hard on Muslims at the time. Muslims can be of 

any race in the world. They can be English, they can be Australian, and the bill 

reflected that we were mindsetting on a lot of religious-type problems that we had 

and not actual racial ... it wasn't protecting race; it didn't address the religion side of 

it. That was one of the reasons that we totally opposed it. If a person's black, he's 

black; what do you say? He's a black man. I had an argument the other day on radio. 

I said to the fellow on 100. 1, I rang him and asked him why my black boy in the front 

of my garden had died. He said, 'It's a grass tree." I said, "How long's it been a grass 

tree for?" He said, "Always." I said, "No, no, in this country it's a black boy." "Because 

the Aboriginals are worried about it." I rang up Mark Smith, who I run all my stuff by, 

and I said, "What do you think of black boys?" He just waffled on about black boys 

and their history. He said, "I'm not a black boy tree; I'm an Aboriginal, I'm black." The 

bill just didn't ... we just felt that it was badly put together. It was just a waste. I've got 

to say, and I think the other thing that I did say in the speech, and I can't remember 

the speech, I did say there was more pressing things like salinity, one vote, one 

value. I thought all that was far, far more important. This, to me, was a diversion to 

get us away from the real stuff. 

RC From June 2001 until January 2005 you were a member of the 

Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs. Have you any observations 

about your work on that committee? 

HOUGH Yes, I think we did a wonderful job, particularly on the outcomes of 

Alcoa down at Pinjarra. The other one I remember is, in particular, I went to the 

states on the standing committee, was the genetically modified crops. I got a very, 

very good insight on GMO and voted against GMOs for a lot of reasons, and a lot of 

them are scientific and from world-renowned people. On GMOs, for instance, I did 

question the president of WHO, world health, in Canada. He said GMO cropping and 

that is 100 per cent safe, almost 100 per cent. I said, "So you can seriously say that 

GMOs won't affect us in three generations' time, we'll grow two heads or whatever?" 

He said, 'No, I can't, but our research shows you that itwon't."I sad,"Would you 

write a letter to my state Premier and tell him that you can categorically say that 
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we're not going to have a Thalidomide problem here in Australia or a similar problem 

with GMOs?" He said, 'Well, I can't, that's silly." I said, "So it could." He said, "Well, 

no, it wouldn't." I said, "But why don't you write the letter?" He said, "You never know. 

But the point is, with our system now, with our DNA, we can find out where it went 

wrong." I said, "Well, that's great, so you don't know if GMOs are going to affect us or 

anything?" I must say I was sitting on the edge at that stage but that was the thing, 

when the chief of WHO couldn't or wouldn't give me an undertaking. 

RC Looking back on your service on that committee, Frank, what do you 

see as its major achievements while you were sitting on the committee? 

HOUGH There were so many there. I think Alcoa and probably GMOs were the 

two major achievements, but the new government is now turning over GMOs, I 

believe. Anything you do on the committee can be overturned with the new incoming 

committee. 

RC You mentioned Alcoa. What was the 

HOUGH It was the effects of the plume from the stacks going across the 

different areas, and they bought all the houses, and whether it was affecting the 

health of people. Some people were being very sick and so Alcoa then purchased 

the houses off them. A lot of the people rented the houses back. 

RC Is that down at Wagerup? 

HOUGH Yes. 
RC What was the outcome of that 

HOUGH The outcome, from what we could see, was that with the new filters 

that were fitted, the outcome was that it was well within the confines of acceptability 

with the new filtering system. 

RC What are your views on how the Legislative Council worked in 

practical terms? How did it work as a Council? 

HOUGH The best way it worked was they worked together to interpret the 

lower house or the Assembly's bills that were sent up. If you didn't have a Legislative 

Council, in my view there'd be a lot of legislation that doesn't make sense, would not 

make sense. I think it was the trigger for ensuring that things were done right, and 

with the reading of bills in the upper house and the changing ... I mean, a comma or 

full stop in a piece of legislation can mean two different things. We read it through 

and we made some changes, and I think for the better. In my view the Legislative 

Council is a very important part of government today. I think if you got rid of the 

Legislative Council, we would have a lot of questionable legislation coming through. 

They are really the safety pin in, I think, running our state of Western Australia 

properly. 



TAPE FOUR SIDE A HOUGH 57 

RC During your time in the Legislative Council, what are your 

observations on the relationship between the One Nation members and the other 

parties? 

HOUGH The One Nation members continually monitored the other parties to 

see where they were going and monitored our performance against how they were 

going and their views of what they wanted. The One Nation people felt that there was 

a lot of stuff there that was going through that they found offensive. They were very 

supportive to the One Nation people, in supporting the parliamentarians and giving 

us some good guidance and advice. 

RC What were your views on Geoff Gallop as Premier, when he was 

Premier of Western Australia? 

HOUGH I liked Geoff Gallop. I think he was a good straight honest fellow. His 

views on us, he thought we were extremists, he didn't like us particularly, but on a 

personal note, I had a very good rapport with Geoff. I think he was a good Premier. I 

think he was honest. He was the best they had anyway at the time. 

RC What are your views on Cohn Barnett? He was opposition leader for 

some time while you were in Parliament and now, of course, he's Premier of Western 

Australia. 

HOUGH I like Cohn. I think he's very, very smart, Cohn. I believe he has a 

tendency to make decisions on his own rather than going to caucus, or council, and 

probably his one big blunder was ... we all bit our tongues ... was the channel from 

up in the north down to the city. Other than that, I think he was a reasonably good 

performer. It's just that his parliamentary members used to say that he should listen a 

little bit more. I remember someone said to me one day, "Someone should tell Cohn 

he's got two ears and one mouth and the two ears are there so he needs to listen a 

little bit more." Yes, I had no problems with Cohn. I like him as a fellow. 

RC You said in a previous interview that, "Parliament is not about truth; 

Parliament is about numbers". What did you mean by that statement? 

HOUGH If something's wrong and you put the proposal up, if you've got the 

most numbers in Parliament, that goes through, or if it's offensive ... so it doesn't 

matter ... if the opposition don't have the numbers there, the person with the most 

marbles always wins. It doesn't matter whether they're right or wrong, they will win. It 

really means at the end of the day, if there's an election and there's 22 on one side 

and 20 on the other side, the 22 side will always win the vote. At the end of the day, 

should the other 20 then be unelected and go home? It really doesn't matter because 

nothing's more frustrating to stand up in something you totally and utterly oppose, 

like the gay and lesbian bill, totally and utterly oppose, and you sit at the back and 



TAPE FOUR SIDE A HOUGH 58 

you count the numbers and they've got one more than us, no matter what I say, no 

matter how much I say it, it will never ever mean anything because the bill will come 

out on what the 22 side want, not what the 20 side want. It was frustrating. You were 

debating ... it was like you were talking to an empty barrel. At the end of the day, it 

didn't matter how right you were or how good you were, you were going to lose. 

Sometimes the person that was right lost. 

RC During your time in the Legislative Council, which members 

particularly impressed you? 

HOUGH As a Speaker, Peter Foss, incredible; George Cash, very good; Kim 

Chance, very good; Giz Watson, very good. 

RC Which members are you particularly critical of? 

HOUGH Dee Margetts. She was a waffler, an absolute waffler about 

globalisation and stuff that had nothing to do with Western Australia. She would have 

had us all going to work on a bicycle and not washing or shaving. Louise Pratt, who 

seemed to be ... she's now Senator Pratt, she's a lesbian. She stood up and made a 

maiden speech about lesbians, their place in life, or gays as they were called. I felt 

that that was totally and utterly uncalled for, being a lesbian. If she's a lesbian, so be 

it. I don't want to know her personal life, why she's a lesbian and why the gay society 

should be given a fair go. I don't think sexuality ... heterosexuals don't stand up and 

push their barrow. I found that very inappropriate for her to talk about it in Parliament 

on parliamentary time. 

RC Who did you regard as your close colleagues in Parliament besides 

the other two One Nation members? 

HOUGH I had a good response with George Cash, Chrissy Sharp, Alan Cadby; 

the Liberal fellow that crossed the floor and got one vote, one value through? 

Probably John Cowdell. 

RC Alternatively, who did you see as your most fierce opponents in 

Parliament, particular figures who you saw as your most fierce opponents? 

HOUGH I don't know what that meant, Ron. 

RC Who were your opponents, adversarially? 

HOUGH Margetts. If I said two and two were four, she would say they're not, 

three and one is four. She would argue for no reason at all. In my view, she was 

impractical and very nonsensical. Her, and probably Ken Travis. John Hill's another 

one. They really didn't relate to where they were. I'm sure they weren't reading the 

same script as everyone else in the Parliament, some of those people. 

RC Were there any strong areas of conflict between the three One Nation 

members? 
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HOUGH Not really. John and Paddy had a couple of dust-ups in disagreements 

but they were just, once again, insignificant blues. I never had a blue with either of 

them. Paddy and John, I know, had a bit of a feud going on. I can't remember what it 

was now. It was insignificant anyway. It was more of a personal thing. 

RC Did you see any conflict between your duties as national director of 

One Nation and being a member of the Legislative Council? 

HOUGH No, not at all. One was a party matter. All parliamentarians are a 

member of a party and all members of branches. It's just that I managed the senior 

branch, which was nationally, and I had people under me anyway so mainly I was 

just appraising and perusing documentation and various things within the party. 

RC In May 2004 you and John Fischer resigned from One Nation, as we 

discussed before, to become Independents. Can you elaborate on this? 

HOUGH The better was got of us by the Ron McLean presidency faction, who 

totally and utterly, to this day ... and I probably sound like a One Nation conspiracy 

theorist, but I was told years prior that McLean was kicked out of the National Party 

for the same nonsense as he started up in One Nation. He was trying to start his own 

party up. He wanted to get rid of the Pauline Hanson factor, and when it suited him 

he wanted to use it. John and I got to the stage we'd go to meetings and it would be 

an argument from the opening of the meeting to the closing of the meeting about 

different small things that were said. They were insignificant; they weren't 

parliamentary and they weren't party line stuff. They were personal stuff. John 

Fischer and the senior vice president of the party got restraining orders put on us by 

the party secretary for harassing her and abusing her. We hadn't even seen her for 

six months and she took us to court. Subsequently, when she got to court, the court 

threw it out and told her to apologise. She said could she withdraw it and we refused 

to let her withdraw the restraining orders, violent restraining orders, to be perfectly 

honest. We wanted her to explain what we did violently to the court, and 

subsequently the press who were sitting there waiting for it, but she didn't want to 

discuss that; she just wanted to get out of there. Things like that. They were leading 

us on courses that we didn't want to be on. 

RC You decided to join the New Country Party. How did this happen? 

HOUGH The New Country Party were trying to get started over here. They had 

similar views to us and they wanted to run federally. I knew quite a few of the people. 

That was probably one I would write down as one of the mistakes that I made. I 

should have just gone as an Independent. 

RC Why was that? 
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HOUGH I was very well known at the time and I should have remained as an 

Independent and then I would have found out if people voted for me or the party. I 

thought I may have had a fairly good rapport within the electorate. I went with the 

New Country Party and a lot of people said, "Bloody country party, they're a bunch of 

bloody boofheads and old farts", and so on. When I heard that, it was too late at the 

time and I couldn't grab my playlunch and nick off. I had to face up to it. I made a 

decision to join them and subsequently I joined them. 

RC What was the attraction for you of the New Country Party? 
HOUGH They had an infrastructure. They had a party similar with half our 

members in it, which were all the original members of the party. They were the 

original One Nation people. I guess I was getting back to the grassroots again. 

RC During your time in the Legislative Council, how well do you think you 

represented the agricultural region? 

HOUGH Politically, according to the 2005 election, dreadfully, or terribly if you 

look at the numbers of people who gave their opinion. I'm talking primary votes. You 

don't know how many secondary votes you would have got, but according to the 

statistics, I didn't represent them at all. But talking to me honestly, I think that I did a 

better job than my members because I was always out there. I went through three or 

four motor cars in my time with the miles I knocked up, I lived in the electorate. I was 

the only person that lived in Agriculture. I lived in Gingin. I prepared a magazine 

called The Town and Country which started off just for members only. The magazine, 

I distributed 350 per month to members, which ultimately worked up into the fourth 

year ... 6 000 was my last printout. Most of those were going to all shops in the 

Agriculture region who would ring up and want several copies or a dozen copies sent 

to them. As a representative, I personally ... and a lot of my constituents 

congratulated me and said they've never seen ... a fellow that was just here a while 

ago ... they never saw any of their parliamentarians and they saw them once in four 

years. They used to see me every month or three. I used to enjoy it. I used to take 

my wife with me and I thoroughly enjoyed it. I talked to them. I used to go to the 

farms and sleep out on the farms. I used to speak to as many people as possible. I 

honestly think, for the follow-up election, I just don't know what went wrong. I really 

don't know what went wrong. 

RC Could you just tell me some of the main issues that you raised for your 

constituents during your time in Parliament? 

HOUGH I think probably the one vote, one value was the seeming most 

important thing at the time. Salinity was another thing; cloud seeding was very, very 

strong. Countrylehospitals was another. Roads were another strong point. I pushed 
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the point on roads. In fact, the one I pushed on was the Lancelin to Cervantes road, 

which has now started up and will be completed hopefully within a year. I spoke 

regularly on that. It just meant that it opened up a lot of the west coast area. 

Unemployment, or employment at the time, particularly country wise, we had a 

problem with employment, of getting people down to work in the country. That was a 

very consuming area. The fishing industry, lobster industry, I spoke on regularly, the 

pot limits, the concern of overfishing. Law and order was always somewhere every 

week in my speeches. Law and order and, as you probably would remember, capital 

punishment, which I still strongly support. I still strongly support and promote capital 

and corporal punishment, corporal punishment in particular, which was taking the 

discipline out of the relationship between teacher and student, between mother and 

father and son or daughter. I think in those areas we have no right to ... I don't 

believe we have the right to interfere with nature. That was another area of great 

concern. 

RC What do you consider to have been your main achievements in 

Parliament during your time? 

HOUGH Representing agriculture, I guess, to put it in a nutshell. I represented 

them to the point that they hadn't been represented before. I represented all the 

people, not just the party members. I represented everyone out there; I didn't care 

whether they were Liberal, Labor or National people. I represented everyone. I didn't 

stick to issues of One Nation; I stuck to issues of agriculture. Whether that will ever 

be recognised is another thing. That's my view. History will probably show different. 

RC What frustrations and disappointments did you have during your time 

in Parliament? 

HOUGH Every bill I voted against. I didn't speak against them because I voted 

along with the Liberal Party. I spoke against the ones that I sincerely believed that 

they were wrong and I was right or I was on the right side, but obviously I selected 

the wrong side on a lot of them. I did vote with the Labor Party regularly on a lot of 

issues. I guess the frustration of voting for something and you knew that you were 

going to lose, it was just ... there was lots of things that I would have loved to 

happen, but those things that I voted against that went through I still feel for, but the 

majority wins. 

RC Why do you think you lost your seat in the 2005 election? 

HOUGH I've analysed it and a lot of people rang me up and said our voting 

system, the preferential voting system, a lot of people that voted for me ... what I 

needed was more primaries and I didn't get them, not preferences. A lot of people 

rang and said, "We put you second." Putting me second doesn't help me because 
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I've got to get enough primaries to get in to pick up the preferences. The amount of 

people who rang up ... I got hundreds of calls saying, "We're so sad, we can't believe 

it because we still voted for Bruce Donaldson, but we put you second." But that didn't 

help me. I needed the primaries. The New Country Party wasn't a great help either. 

People would see it as the New Country Party whereas I should have probably ran 

as Frank Hough. 

END OF TAPE FOUR SIDE A 
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RC Frank, how did you feel when you left Parliament in May 2005? 

HOUGH Very, very disappointed that I didn't complete a lot of the things that I 

would have loved to and promote. I was hoping that if I'd got back in, I would have 

been on the majority side of the bench and been able to probably achieve something. 

It's a very hollow feeling, I guess. You do four years and all of a sudden you walk out 

the door and there's lots of things left undone that you would love to be able to just 

do up, and you can't. It's just a very hollow feeling, I guess, would probably 

summarise it. 

RC What impact has your parliamentary career had on your outlook on 

life? 

HOUGH It's made me read a lot more. It's made me research, made me 

understand the parliamentary system. It's made me understand government more. 

It's a very, very big learning curve in life. It's something I'll take to my grave with me 

and not regret. 

RC How did your career in Parliament affect your family? 

HOUGH Very tough. In hindsight, I think I worked seven days a week. I can 

remember I'd get calls on Friday night to see if I could go up to Geraldton from Gingin 

and hand out a couple of prizes on Saturday night or Sunday night. It affected my 

weekends. People think they can call on you 24/7, and they did call on you 24/7. I 

always thought that parliamentarians were lazy, and a lot of them might be, but I 

foolishly adhered, or followed up and followed through with everything that 

constituents want. Providing I was able to do it, I did it. I didn't shirk any issue at all. I 

didn't hide from anything. At the end of the day, I could have sat in my office for 

four years and done nothing, or sat with my family. The vote that I got on the follow 

up showed the contempt that people obviously showed, that what you do is really 

insignificant or a non-event. It's kind of confusing would be the word, very confusing. 

It did, it hurts your family life because at least I can spend a lot of time with my wife 

now. As a parliamentarian, when I was doing all the bush runs, I probably had five 

nights away from her a week and would see her on the weekends. Now I'm a nine-to-

five person. It changes you there. 

RC In the recent WA state election 2008 you decided to stand as an 

Independent for South Perth. Can you tell me why you decided to do this? 

HOUGH Why I stood for the South Perth election? A very, very good question. 

Just prior to the issuing of the writ, I was talking with John Fischer. John said I should 

give the South Perth election a look at because I'm living in South Perth now part 
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time. We were curious to know how we'd fare and if anyone still remembered us. I 

had a couple of people, financial supporters, that said, "Yes, come in and we'll give 

you a hand." In hindsight, it was the worst thing I could have done. My wife's still 

telling me today. I didn't do any preparatory work and I didn't do any campaigning 

and I got punished accordingly but I should have known that it's a ... well, I did know 

that it was a blue-ribbon seat. I didn't realise that the Liberal Party were coming out of 

the wilderness, or came out of the wilderness with the unwinnable election that 

Barnett did, which subsequently it wouldn't have mattered who I was; I don't think 

anyone would have won other than McGrath. But there was a reason, there was a 

political reason behind the people who wanted me to stand and make it a bit tougher 

for McGrath. In hindsight, I shouldn't have and in hindsight it shows me how badly it 

went. Plus, when I do things, I like to do it with a bit of style. I like to do it with 

enthusiasm and with time; I had no time, I wasn't enthusiastic, and I was just a 

number at the end of the day. I got enthusiastic the day before the election and raced 

around and put some posters around. That's all I did. I was punished accordingly. 

RC Would you care to make any comments on the outcome of the 2008 

Western Australian state election, the Liberal win? 

HOUGH I lost money. I never thought that the Liberal Party would win in a fit. In 

fact, our mob had them polling at about 15 seats. They just about doubled that. I'm 

thrilled to the backbone but I guess I was gobsmacked when I saw the result. I must 

say I knew the result by 10 or 11 o'clock on Saturday morning when I visited two 

polling booths and I spoke to John Fischer and everyone was walking past all the 

other parties and just taking a Liberal card. I spoke to someone else in another 

electorate, in Vic Park electorate, and they indicated the same thing. I just couldn't 

believe it. I said to Fischer at the time, "I think the Liberal Party are going to give the 

Labor Party one giant fright here." History shows they gave them more than a fright. 

RC We've discussed several issues during the course of this interview. 

Are there any further subjects that you would like to raise as we're near the 

conclusion of the interview? 

HOUGH Not really, no. I must say that other than the party system, I think that 

our system of government is excellent, other than the party system where the one 

with the most jockeys takes the cake. I think you've got good people in Parliament. 

You've got the odd bad person, but across the board I think that our Parliament 

serves Western Australia very well. Other than that, no, I was just disappointed. I 

reflect the disappointment of not still being there. I would have loved to have been 

because I had many things that I left unfinished. 

RC How do you see the future of Western Australia? 
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HOUGH Going into the great recession. In the short term not real good at this 

stage, but in the long term I think that with the particular north and mineral boom that 

will continue, not to the greatest extent it was but there will be a huge hiccup for the 

next several months. I think that Western Australia and Australia will lead out of this 

very, very well. I think that it doesn't matter what party's in, at the end of the day you 

need to have half and half of ... if there's two major parties with one or two people 

that probably hold the balance of power that can sit on the fence and look at both 

views and make it a little bit more equitable, but, yes, I think Western Australia's 

future will always be there because we've got such a great state. 

RC Thanks very much, Frank. I've reached the end of the questions I 

have for you. Unless there's anything else, I would like to again thank you for giving 

me your time for this interview. 

HOUGH Thank you very much. I enjoyed it. 
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