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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [4.36]: At
the outset I would like to compliment the
new member for Nelson on the very fine
address he delivered on the oceasion of his
maiden speech to this House, While it may
be unusual T desire, too, to welcome the new
member for Avon, who has had the rather
uncommon experience of having been elected
twice before assuming his seat in the Cham-
ber. We ean trust that the contributions
to the deliberations of this Chamber
of those two members, together with
those of the mnew members for Mt.
Marshall and Swan, will be of advan-
tage to the interests of this State. As is
probably known to very many members, the
former member for Swan, the late Mr. R. S.
Sampson, was for many years closely asso-
ciated with my father, particuarly in mat-
ters pertaining to local government. It is
somewhat a sad stroke of fate that within
a few months of each other both of them,
who bad for so long been associated in im-
portant work, departed from this life. So
for the electorate of Swan there is a new
member who, like myself, was formerly en-
gaged in the State Public Service. We were
then known as eivil servants and I suppose
in the order of modern language we were
both bureaucrats. That, however, we have
now ceased to be.

The Government is to be congratulated on
the fact that after a term of ten years of
office it hag been returned to this Chamber
with an increased membership. That, with-
out any question, makes history as far as
Parliaments of Western Australia are con-
cerned. 1 suggest, however, that having
achieved a majority is no ground for com-
plaecency or a feeling of self-satisfaction with
regard to a job well done. Here, as in other
parts of Australia, is s growing insistence
on the need for change and reform in our
economie set-up. Rightly or wrongly, the
people of Australia at present look to the
Labour Party as being the most likely party
to institute those reforms for which all are
clamouring. Time will tell whether or not
their hopes are justified, but I feel that they
will he.

A matter was mentioned, particularly by
the member for West Perth, which reminded

me of the old query as to which came first, the
chicken or the egg, Exaetly the same query
arises as to which comes first, industries or
population. Possibly there will have to be
a similar amount of energy expended in the
seratching of the head to determine that prob-
lem, The two phases are closely related to-
cach other. I regard population as a vital
matter. I feel—I consider it is commonly
accepted, too—that the greatest eontribution
to the solution of the problem will come
from the natural inerease in our population.
It may be objected that that procedure is
too slow and certainly statistics bear out
that contention with respect to Australia.
I appreeiate the fact that economie circum-
stances have a great deal to do with the
limitation or discouragement of families, but
I believe there is another factor, one which
18 usually disregarded or contemptuously
thrust aside with the assertion that parents
are sellish. Personally, I do not believe that
is 50. .

I believe that the rearing of a family im-
peoses, in many instances, too great a
hardship on parents and that, in conse-
nquence, inconveniences and disabilities are
sufiered that are out of all proportion. I
consider that our attention should be de-
voted to making the responsibilities and dif-
ficulties of married couples less than they
are today. The system of child endowment
is & humble step in the right direetion, I
am strongly in favour of the provision of
marriage allowances. Such a scheme would
not mean the breaking of new ground he-
cause the system has been adopted with suc-
cess in other countries.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: Where?

Mr. GRAHAM: I could mention Italy as
one counfry where it bhas been put into
operation.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What has happened
to Italy now?

Mr. GRATIAM: I am referring to a some-
what different question altogether from that
suggested by the member for Subiaco. It
may be mentioned that the scheme of sub-
sidising married eouples more than paid for
itself, T am unaware of the firures involved
but I know that an advanee was made to the
coupla after marriage. During the first few
years no repayvments or inferest charges
were required and the ecapital was reduced
with the arrival of cach successive child.
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After the first preliminary years, a small
interest charge was levied. Members will
appreciate  that sueh an innovation, if
adopted here, wounld have muceh to commend
it and would ccrtainly have a very import-
ant bearing on the cconomie side. Under the
system operating at present far too many
couples, unfortunately, have to wait until
ceonomie eireumstances dictate the time for
marriage, rather than the obeying of the
natural urge. As a consequence all sorts of
other problems are created. It was found in
Ftaly, for in=tance, that because the mar-
viage allowanee was made avallable, the ten-
deney was for couples to mwry far earlier.
Beranse the money happened to be made
available by the Government, the young
people were able to set themselves up in
house and home. The goods they purchased
in the way of furnishings and chattels gen-
crally created a demand on the market which
in turn increased the volume of employinent
available, A certain number of wamen wera
withdeawn from the labour market, which
offered some relief to the Treasury of the
State, The fact that the prinejpal advanced
was reduced with the arrival of each child
meant something in the nature of a bribe or
enconrazement indueing parents to have
families, without imposing any economic sae-
rifice on the part of the parents and earlier
children of the marriages.

It can, therefore, he snggested that if such
o scheme can work sueeessfully in another
part of the world it deserves serious con-
sideration with a view to encouraging an
increase in our population. I feel it would
have that result and that it would also have
a beneficial offeet on the morality of the
community. With the deferment of mar-
rinpe many complex problems are raised.
If people eould follow the tendencies that
Nature ordains and were married in aceord-
ance with their desires, there would be far
fewer illicit love affairs than are embarked
upon at present. I have made some study of
the subject and my enquiries suggest that
the vears of greatest fertility in the female
sex are bhetween those of 18 and 38. Not-
withstanding that fact, because of the eco-
nomie restraint placed upon those who other-
wise would have embarked npan marriage,
possibly 50 per cent. of the most fertile
period of the average woman's life is wasted.
Thus it is beeanse of economic eirenmstances

and not beeause of any desire on the part
of the people concerned, I mention that as
another angle when considering matters af-
fecting our population and have mentioned
economie cireumstances, and the general
question of 1mmorality.

I am coneerned, too, with regard to the
guestion of eleetoral enrolments. There is
a great deal of confusion which could casily
be overcome in Western Australia, Members
will know that there are clectors who are
prepared to swear by all that is holy that
they had filled in claim cards and reccived
their acknowledgments and yet, possibly be-
cause of confusion i1 view of impending
clections, they found they had Leen enrolled
on the Commonwealth lisis instead of on
{those for the State. Accordingly, I suggest
that in Western Australia we should adopt
the procedure followed in all the other
States with the exception of Queensland.
The proposed procedure is that the Com-
monwealth electoral officer shall be respon-
sible for all enrolments within the State,
and for compilation of electoral rolls,
whercupon of course the State electoral
machinery comes into play as regards elec-
tions themselves. I appreciate that this
matter has already received attention re-
peatedly, A Royal Commission investi-
cated the suhject in, I believe, 1935, and
came to certain copelusions. It determined,
amongst other things, that not until such
time as the boundaries of State elector-
ates and Federa!l electorales or subdivi-
sions were co-terminous, further consider-
ation should be given to the proposal for
a eentral enrolling authority.

As the result of inquiries, I have learned
that there are 32 I'ederal subdivisions in
West Australia. There being 50 electorates
for the AssemDbly, it occurs to me that
there should be no great difficulty in arviv-
ing, by negotiation and consequently by
compromise, at a position of affairs under
which the subdivisional boundaries of
Federal divisions could he made to conform
to State eleetoranl boundaries. Then we
would not have persons who reside in, say,
the East Perth electorate finding them-
selves in the North Perth Federal subdivi-
sion, They would, instead, be in the State
electorate of East Perth and in the East
Perth Federal subdivision. Close consider-
ation should be given to the question, be-
enuse many thousands of persons are put to
all kinds of needless inconvenience, and
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moreover many of them are debarred from
exercising the franchise by reason of the
confusion which the present arrangements
ereate. I believe, as I mentioned earlier,
that the proposed system works satisfae-
torily in the four States whiech have
adopted it.

If there should he a suggestion that the
change might cost a few more pounds than
the prevailing system—which I greatly
doubt—under a democratie system the first
consideration should be for the electors
and a little additional expenditure should
not operate as a bar in so important a mat-
ter as this. I believe that a certain amount
of opposition to the proposal emanated
from the State Electoral Office, probably
beeause of a feeling that if the change
were effected certain of the senior positions
in the State Electoral Office might beecome
less necessary; and of course the first in-
stinet of man is self-preservation. I undex-
stand, however, that those ecircumstances
do not obtain at present, and so there
should bhe no great gdifficulty. Further-
move, if the change did mean dispensing
with certain members of the staff, I would
urge that there is no more appropriante time
than the present for effecting the change,
beeause there would be available to surplus
officers alternate positions in the Govern-
ment service or in private employment. If
the democratic system is to funetion it is
essential, first of all, that the people should
be enrolled. This snggests to me that the
postman is possibly the most effective agent
for checking up on people’s addresses and
keeping the rolls generally in order.

At present there is to some extent chaos
owing to the fact that different systems are
in vogue as regards postal, absentee, and
sick votes, The State electoral rolls, too,
should be hrought into econformity with the
Federal rolls in order that the confusion
now existing may be overcome. Because of
existing differenees, many people do not
know in which e¢lectorate they reside. A
man may have his home in the State elee-
torate of Fast Perth and in the North
Perth suhdivision of the Tederal division
of Perth, and as a ratepaver he may reside
in a ward of the Perth City Couneil called
by wvet another name.  These things add
greatlv to the eonfusion. The postman is
paid by the Commonwealth, and the propo-
sal T have urged means merely that the in-
formation that official now obtains would

he mude available for State electoral pur-
poses as well as Federal. Then the matter
of electors having to go through the pre-
sent procedure of filling in two or more
cards would he obviated.

Now as regards amenities and canteen
services in (Government departments and
establishments! Of these work-places there
are many in my electorate. 1 may men-
tion the electric power station, the Kast
Perth locomotive running sheds, and the
tramways car-barn. I suggest that the time
is more than ripe when men who are en-
gaged working in dirty and uneongenial .
occupations should be enabled to have some
short respite in decent surroundings from
their labours. As regards the Fast Perth
locomotive running sheds, some of the
quarters in which the men are compelled
to house themselves are an utter disgrace
to any employer; and the Governmpnt
should be an employer setting an example
in that respeet. One of the dingy lhittle
hovels, as I may term them, which I have
inspected in that locality would not be
passed as a place fit for milking a cow in
—I know something of cows, having orig-
inally ecome from a farm myself. I supgest
in especial to the Minister in charge of
labonr matters and the Minister for Pail-
wayvs that serious attention must be given
to these problems., At present grave dis-
satisfaction cxists in Government depart-
ments on seccount of the eondition of af-
fnirs existing.

I am appreciative of the fact that there
is an industrial disturbance at the present
momwent, causing great inconvenience to the
genoral publie. While there is a partienlar
issue involved, nevertheless I feel that this
disturbance is possibly the climax of the
verv manv inconveniences and causes of
dissatisfaction experienced and endured by
workers not only in the vocation to which T
have referred but in verv many other voea-
tions as well. In the interests of decency
and of what workers have a richt to expect,
I ask the Government to exfend more con-
sideration and better treatment to those
working in such establishments as I have
enumerated. The Government might well
pattern itself upon the conveniences that
have been provided by the Commonwealih
Government, and moreover have heen in-
sisted upon hy the Commanwealth Govern-
ment in certain private establishments under-
taking important defence work.
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I am perturbed regarding the position that
apparently exists in connection with the
Railway Department and the Commissioner
of Railways. I have scanned the Govern-
ment Railways Aet, but have been unable
to ascertain exactly what the Commissioner’s
powers are and what is his relationship to
the Minister., From actual experience I have
found that I, as a member of Parliament, can
make no representations to the Commissioner
of Railways. I do suggest that there is some-
thing wrong when such a system exists. I
have heen told by the Commissioner him-
. gself—who was very niee about it—that 1
eould not wait upon him. After all, we as
members of Parliament are responsible to
our clectors who place us in this Assembly.
We are expected to act as go-betweens in
making representations om behalf of those
whom we represent, It does seem to me
absolutely wrong that it should be impos-
sihle for us to approach the departmental
head of so important an instrumentality as
the Department of Railways and Tramways.
Anyhow, that was my experience.

Mr. Marshall: And that is not the only
department!

Mr. GRAHAM: No, I am aware of that.
Transport difficulties have been accentnated
very considerably during the past few years
because of the war, and consequently this
question obtrudes itself to a higher degree
than might otherwise have heen the ease.
I have found that the only course to pursue
is to make representations to the Minister,
and T pay this tribute to him, that he makes
himself available at every opportunity and
treats deputations with the greatest courtesy
imaginable. My experience has heen that the
Minister appears to be thoroughly convineed.

Mr. Thorn: But do you get what you
want?¥

Mr. GP?AHAM: That is the whole point.
The matter is then referred to the Com-
missioner of Railways, or to some person on
the administrative staff, with the resunlt that
a blank refusal is given to the request made.
1f the Commissioner is to have the final say
in these matters I submit that we should be
able to make representations direet to him.
Persanal contact may eonvinee him of the
validity of a request and the necessity for
complying with it.

The Minister for Lands: Have you heard
the story, “You are telling me”?

Mr. GRAHAM: I say that that may be the
result. No one knows better than those

immediately concerned that it is not possible
to obtain that dircet approach and therefore
some very extraordinary things are done.
Other members besides myself are interested
in a bus service which has one ferminus near
the Beaufort-street Bridge and the other at
Kathleen-avenue, Maylands. It serves a
more or less isolated community.

Mr. Marshall: Morley Park?

Mr. G?AHAM: No. Tt is not the Morley
Park bus service. The extraordinary thing
about this serviee is that, except for the firsi
few hundred yards more or less, its entire
journcy is along a tramline. As a matter
of fact, the petrol-driven buses belonging
to this service are wearing out their tyres on
the steel tram rails. I contend it 1 abso.
lutely ridieulous that that serviece should be
allowed to continue. A suggestion has been
made by some members—particularly the
member for Maylands—that a deviation
should be made to serve other people who are
not so well catered for at present. T, too,
have made representations for a deviation tc
he made on the other side of the Mt. Lawley
subway in order to provide transport fo
a numher of people in East Perth, who are
practically isolated and find great difficnlty
in obtaining transport of any kind. But ]
have been met with a blank refusal by—I
take it—the Commissioner of Railway:
through the Minister for Railways. T wisk
it to be understood that I am not now press.
ing any elaim for a particular route, but 1
do suggest that these petrol-driven buse:
shonld no longer he allowed to travel along
a tram track, even though that tram serviee
is not as frequent as the people along it:
route might desire. Bus services should be
reserved for people who have no other trans
port faecilities.

T made some inquiries with respect to thi:
bus service and was astounded to note the
number of passengers who patronised {he
buses at the peak period. The result of the
inquiries demonstrates the lack of the neces
sitv for the service. For one week—not
picked week—and excluding peak period:
the maximum number of passengers in the
bus leaving Perth was 13, while the mazxi
mum load carried into Perth was nine pas
sengers. The serviee is dealing merely witl
a handful of passengers.

Mr. Cross: We will have it in South Pert}
next week if you like.

"Mr. GRAHAM: T daresay the member for
("anning would not objeet to inconvenienecing
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East Perth residents by having the service
transferred to South Perth.

Mr. Thorn: Look at the influence he has
got!

Mr. GRAHAM: There are portenis of an
early victory and an carly peace. Tt is n
areat eonsolation to all of us, hecause we all
have members of our families or our friends
engaged in this bitter stroggle, to learn that
the war is taking this favouvable turn. Mr.
Winston Churchill has said that we may
expeet a far earlier termination of hostililies
than we had a right to expeet some few
months age. This will place upon al) repre.
sentatives of the people a serious task and
responsibility. We shall have to set aboul
preparing at the earliest possible moment
for the post-war years. There is bardly need
for me to emphasise the necessity for us to
do everything possible to nvoid a repetition
of the terrible davs we cxperienced hefore
this war. There is an incessant elamonr and
demand that there shall be & new order, that
there shall be a better distribution of the
produets of industry, that there shali not be
the extremes of riches and poverly, that
there shall be gecurity for all in their native
land and that there shall he freedom from
fear of aggression.

We should partienlarly devole onr atten-
tion to problems within our own borders.
In that respeet the most important matter so
far as regnrds the welfare of Australia will
he settled by our masters—the masters of all
members of Parliament—on the 19th Aug-
ust. If the powers songht by the Common-
wealth are not granted by the people we
have several alternatives. Oue is that the
States should be entrusted with the tremen-
dous task of finding work for 1,500,000
people whose employment—if 1 way use the
word—will e terminated: T rvefer to those
engaged in the Fighting Services and in oy
war factories. These people rapresent ap-
proximately one-half of the working popula-
tion of Australin and that will give members
some idea of the magnitude ef the problem
that will have to be dealt with. Personally,
1 feel that the task will be too great for the
States, I say so beeause the States wero
unable to deal with a far snalier problem
during the depression years, Even during
what come people call the boom years im-
wediately prior to the war approximately
250,000 Australiaon workmen were idle. Em-
plovment was then a responsibility of {he

4]

State. During the depression years 1 ean
say that practically everybody was insisting
that employment was a Commonwealth re-
sponsibility, The Commonwealth Parliament
is prepared to assume that responsibility on
the conelusion of hostilitics, As we were so
insistent in that demand some 12 or 14 years
ago, | see no reason why we should now wish
the States to deal with the question, especi-
ully &s they were unable to do so during the
depression years,

Mr. Thorn: Whatever happens, the States
will carry out the work., You know that.

Mr. QRAHAM: 1 do not.

Mr. Thorn: Well, vou will know,

Mr. GRAHAM: Apart altogether from
the question of employing all these persons,
it ix neeessary that the work upon which
they are to be engaged should be of some
rcal value 1o the country. T am reminded of
w problem whieh now eonfronts Australia
and whieh is the direet resuit of State
policies. 1 vefer to railway gauges. It does
not require me {o lecture the older members
of this Chamber on that matter. I realise,
of course, that 1 am ¢iting an extreme case,
but it indieates that theve are differences of
outlook en ihe part of the various States,
which seem fo resorl to all kinds of prac-
ticos out of hurmony with adjoining States.
1 believe there ix no place for these differ-
enves o ocountry like Awstralia. Many
people are sugmeesting that some of what
they reter to as the fourteen points should
not he grunted, T would like to have it
suggested 1o me which exaetly of the four-
teen potnls are nol necessary for post-war
reeonstruction, If is all very well to speak
of these matters in a general way., I have
wvited or chullenged thousands of people to
tell me whieh of the powers should be
omitted, but so {ar not one suggestion has
been Forthcoming.

Mrs.  Cardel-Oliver:
labour.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is not one of the
isstes, as cvery memher of this Chamber
knows verv well,

Mr. Thorn: We <o not know.

Mus, Cardell-Oliver: We know we are go-
ing to be conseripted.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM : These 14 points, as they
are called, mean in effect the transference
of ecertain powers at present possessed by

(*onscription  of
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the States, but somwe cannot be used by the
States. If members of the Opposition sug-
gest that there might or will he industrial
eonscription by the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment after these powers are transferred, then
equally if the powers are retasined by
the Siate Parliaments the State Govern-
ments could embark upon a poliey of indus-
trial conseription. Neo greater powers are
being given to the Federal authorities nnder
the heading of employvinent and unemploy-
ment than are at present reposed in the
States. That is one alternative. T feel that
history has revealed that the States are in-
capahle of dealing with these problems.

Mr. Marshall: How much hetter off was
New Zealand after the last war with only
one Government!

Mr. GRAHAM: The question is not
whether  State  Parliaments should be
abolished, but one for a temporary transfer
of certain powers for the purpose of post-
war reconstruction. I have my own ideas
as to how many Parliaments should exist in
Australia, but I do not intend to cloud the
issne with that point at the moment. The
second alternative is that the Commonwealth
Government, in conjunction with the States,
should undertake this task. That, to a de-
gree, will be done if these additional powers
are transferred. I think the classic example
of the impossihility of relying too much up-
on co-operation is given us by the convention
held in Canberra towards the end of 1942,
Notwithstanding the agreements arrived at
and the undertakings given, within the eourse
of a few months practieally every one of the
States arrived at a different decision on the
question as to whether they would pass the
entire 14 points or reject them entirely, or
agree to them with eertain amendments,
which, to my mind, completely emaseulated
them and made them innocuous if the Com-
monwealth Government was to undertake the
responsibility of post-war reconstruction.

In that respect the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in this State ean, I sugeest, be charged
with having somersanlted on the attitude he
adopted at that convention. T have read the
report of those proceedings very eclosely.
I find that in the opening addresses of the
represenlatives of the States—and  these
sperches which 1 clagsify lavgely as window-
dressing—very definite abjections were
vaised by the Leader of the Opposition of
this State. But the 14 poinls were unani-
mously aceepted, after compromise [ dare-
say, hy the Premiers of cach of the six

States, together with the represenfatives of
the Commonwealth. When those 14 points
were discussed hy the full eonvention the
Leader of the Opposition of Western Aus-
tialia sought an amendment to one of the
14 points dealing with employment and un-
employment, but he was not successful. 1
suggest in this instance that the vepresen-
tatives of the Labour Party ave, perhaps, the
best able to judge whether or not these
powers are likely to be of advantage or dis-
advantage to the workers. The only other
point on which the Leader of the Opposition
spoke was that dealing with eompanies. His
only comment then was that it seemed to
him extraovdinary that such a power should
he limited to a period of five years.

Apart from those two utterances no word
of criticism or opposition appears in the
official record of that convention, T realise
that opposition is now being expressed by
many people, apparently following that
lead. Grave doubts are expressed with re-
gard to the seetion relating to marketing.
and the coffects that Section 92 of fhe Com-
monwealth Constitution may have in limit-
ing the provisions of measures designed lo
implement and assist orderly marketing in
accordance with that partienlar - point.
Strangely enough the limiting effect of Sce-
tion 92 was mentioned in this Chamber when
these powers were heing discussed by the
State Parliament. ‘Whilst in the past, a-
evervone is aware, that limitation applied.
nevertheless that point, as applying to cer-
tain primary produets, was passed by this
Parliament. It was submitted by a membher
of the Opposition and was confined to ecr-
tain commodities or primary products. No
concern was then expressed about the limi-
tations that might he imposed by Section 92
of the Commonwealth Constitution, Tt
seems, therefore, that a new argument is
heing found now in order to discount what
might obtain from the henefits aceruing from
n greater measure of transference of powers
than from the limited amount under the
measure passed hy this Chamber.

Mr. Thorn: What is your view of Section
921

Mr. GRAXMAM: T am not a constitutionnl
lawyer. [ aceept guidance from those who
are versed in the lnw. An opinion has been
expressed by the Attorney General of the
Commonwealth.

Mrs., Cardell-Oliver: Biased!

Mr. GRAHAM: Tt cannot be snggested
that there is any bias beeanse the Attorney
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General’s record so far as legal matters
are concerned—forgetiing polities for the
moment altogether—stands him in very good
stead. I suggest that it is possible to deal
with this question in a satisfactory way not-
withstanding nny limitations that may be im-
posed as a result of Section 92,

The Minister for Lands: You are not even
a bush lawyer.

Mr. GRAHAM: T do not profess to be
even that. Great play is made of the ques-
tion of rights, or the sovereign rights of the
State. T am by no means impressed by such
empty words. [ might be prepared to regard
these things more kindly if T believed that
the people of Western Australia bhad any
such rights,

Mre, Cardell-Oliver: Have they not any?

Mr. GRAHAM: The people of Western
Australia have not. I am pleased that His
Excelleney has intimated that a measnre will
be bronght forward to deal with the liberal-
ising of the franchise as it affects the Legis-
lative Council. We are continuing to debar
free exercisc of true demoeraey in Western
Australia beeause approximately one-third
of the electors of Western Australia ave
entitled to he enrolled for that Chamber,

Mr. J. Hegney: Only about one-quarter of
those vote,

Mr. GRAHANM : That is so. A most re-
markable state of affairs exists. Notwith-
standing the faet that the people of Western
Australia have, for 17 out of the last 20
years, declarved that in their opinion a Lahour
Government should oceupy the Treasury
Benches in Western Ausfralin and that saeh
a Government should have the power to im-
plement its platform and the policy sub-
mitted to the electors, it has heen possible for
a group of persons elected by a sclecter
group of people completely to frustrate any
such measures submitted as heing the will
of the people.

Mr, North: Do you not think the enroi-
ment is very poor? The rent, 10s,, is a very
small amount to entitle people to get on the
roll.

Mr. GRAHAM: I admit that. People
who are boarding and old-age pensioners who
occupy a humble voom would not be voting
for those who eomprise the majority in that
Chamber at present. Furthermore, these of
the property class who are married are able
to put a little property in the names of the
members of their family, whereas in the case

of working-class fumilies where the husband
pays the rent, he gets the vote.  The wife bas
no vote and neither have the adult members
of the family who ave residing with him.
Undezr a democratie system all who were over
the age of 21 would be entitled to vote, and
Labowr would be their choice,

Myrs. Cavdell-Oliver: If they were keen on
the Labour Party would they not enrol?

Mr. Smith: Thousands of women cannot
enrol for the Legislative Council.

Murs. Cavdell-Oliver: They can.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM: I feel, therefore, that
nnti]l such time as we have in Western Aus-
tralia. a democratic Parliament, it is futile
to talk about democratic State rights. In
order to satisfy my own conscience, if I
wanted democracy to determine a partieular
issue, even if T were in favour of the reten-
tion of power by the States, I would, as n
democrat, wholeheartedly be in favour of the
transference of these powers to the Common-
wealth Parliament in order to allow demor-
racy to funetion. Therefore, T say again,
those who helieve that there shouid he
something in the nature of xovereign State
rights preserved have a duty to see that there
is a democratie system of Parliament obtain-
ing in Western Australia. I look forward
with eager anticipation to the measure that
is tc be submitted for the consideration of
members,

As T see the position, if the referendum
to be submitted to the people on the 19th
August 1s not carried, it means that Australia
has decided that it wants to revert to the state
of affairs in existence prior to the outbreak of
this war. They will have said ““*No'’ to
what to my mind is the first instalment of
the new order. The Commonwealth, as one
of the nations of the world, has deelared
that it wants a new system, a helter state
of affairs after the war. To enable a bet-
ter state of affairs to he brought about,
it 15 necessary that certain powers be trans-
ferred te the Parliament elected by the
popular will so that every adult person may
express himself. Therefore, if the refer-
endum is not carried, it will be tantamount
to the people of Australia saying, “No.
we do not want these changes and innova-
tions: we do not want something different
from what we have endured in the past:
we want to revert to the state of affairs that
existed prior to the outbreak of war” To
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those who are opposing the granting of
these powers for a period of five years, I
say they must be held responsible.

Mr. Berry: For five years after the sign-
ing of peace.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: That will be 15 on
20 years from now.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do not talk rot!

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. GRAHAM: It might lbe a matter
of 13 or 20 years, but if the war lasts an-
other 1) years the emergeney powers heing
exercised by the Commonwealth under the
Defenee Act will still be exereised. Not-
withstanding the efforts of eertain people
to prove otherwise, the proposal is to trans-
fer these powers to the Commonwealth for
a period of five years after the war. The
vonfusion that has been caused in this ¢on-
neetion 1s due not so mueh to muddled
thinking as to deliberate digtortion of
facts. [f these powers, which are so essen-
tial in the post-war period to enable the
Commonwealth to deal with the tremendous
problems that will confront Australia, are
not granted, the responsibility for the con-
sequences will rest upon those who oppose
the transter. They will have to answer
for the contusion and chnos that I believe
will be inevitable 1f the powers are not
wranted.

I close on that note, and express the
hope that the people of Western Australia
and Australia generally will answer the eri-
ties by voting solidly in support of giving
cveater power to the Commonwealth. That
these powers will be granted 1T am heart-
ened to helicve hy my scrntiny of the re-
sults of previous referenda, particularly in
Western Australia. This State has a record
~econd to none tor allivming constitutional
alterations when appeals have heen made,
and because the present referendum is sa
important and becanse the resnlt must be
attended by so many consequences and he-
cause dire eonsequences can he inflicted
upon the people if the powers are not
eranted, T feel confident that in this in-
stance the proposals will be carried as, in
the majority of ecases in years gone hy,
they have heen ecarrvied by Western Aus-
tralia,

MR. KELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie): It is
pleasing to be able to yefer to the vastly
improved outlook confronting the Empire
since Parlianment was called together a year
ago, This has made possible the considera-

tion of post-war proposals and various poli-
cies for reconstruction, and 1 believe that
a great amount of ground has been covered
during the last 12 months. The Lient.-
Governor’s Speech indicates a number of
avenues in which action has been tnken and
in which we may expeet greater improve-
ments in the years to ¢come. I was disap-
pointed at the very bhrief veference made in
his Speech to one of onr most important
industries, namely, goldmining. There was
aetually no indication whatever of what the
futare holds for the industrv. In view of
the reeent diseussions vegarding the inter-
nationul nonetary outlook for the world, it
is singular that no referenee should be made
to it in the Speech, These discussions have
shown that gold will play u very important
part in our post-war policy, and I think
that some indication should have bheen given
of the outlook for poldmining, uot only
from the point of view of this State but alzo
from an Australian angle.

What mention was made of goldmining in
the Speeeh showed that during the lasb 12
months the industry suffered a further de-
crease of 38 per cent. over the production
in 142, This is a very alavming state of
affmirs hecause the oulput had already de-
clined greatly in the preceding two or three
vears. While it was to be expected that the
outhreak of war would cause some diminu-
tion, 1 consider that the deeline has been
greater than was nnavoidable, even under
war conditions. I desire to make a survey
of statistics ecovering the vears 1939 to 1943.
Llu that period the deereas: in goldmming
in valne vetmmed in the State has been no
less than 36 per cent. Comparing the year
1942-43 with the vear 1941-42, the decrease
was 40 per cent. During this period the
number of fine ozs, produced dropped from
1,016,000 1o 602,000; the decline in the
valne of production represented 2.6 million
pounds, That is a eolossal loss to the State.

The production during the first three
months of 1941 shows a decerease of more
than 25 per coent. over the corresponding
period of 1913. That is a2 remarkable de-
crease bearing in mind that all the States
are supposed to be treated on an equal hasis,
and more remarkable in view of the recent
announcoment about the production of gold
in New South Wales during the same period.
During those three months an inerease of



