
30 June 2017 
 
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Hon Matthew Swinbourn MLC  -  Chairman 
 
Dear Sir & Committee Members 
 
Re: Petition No. 011 In Relation To Wave Park at Alfred Cove/ Tompkins Park 
 
I, Tom Lubin, on behalf of the “Alfred Cove Action Group” represent the 3,462 concerned 
petitioners who do not want a surf sports wave park to be constructed or operated on Tompkins 
Park, Alfred Cove in the City of Melville (CoM).  A complaint has not been taken to the 
Ombudsman. 
 
We ask that you ensure that the whole of Tompkins Park remains as a public open space 
freely available to the entire community, to maintain Tompkins Park’s natural amenity and to 
protect adjacent estuarine environments for all current and future generations. 
Part of this could be achieved by reverting the land in Lot 9789 which is Crown Land, to natural 
bush as it is already part of Bush Forever Site 331.  We also ask that the Melville Bowling Club 
facility should remain as a community asset for Bowlers and the thousands of local people 
who use the facility for a range of events (weddings, meetings, church events, dancing, etc).   
 
As evidenced by this petition, there has been strong and sustained community opposition to 
this proposal for the following reasons: 
 
1. This commercial operation will significantly reduce the public open space on the Swan 

River foreshore (currently available to the community) for  the next 50 years. Private 
commercial enterprise is not an appropriate use of public open space. 

2. The footprint of the Wave Park takes up land designated as riverside public open space 
reserve, and riparian buffer strip reserve. 

3. The wave park site abuts the Alfred Cove ‘A’ Class nature reserve.  The Reserve is an 
asset of inestimable value.  It is used by migratory and resident bird species such as the 
endangered Carnaby’s cockatoo and vulnerable Red-tailed Black cockatoo.  There has 
been a significant decline in both the number of bird species and the numbers of birds 
within particular species, both resident and migratory, that frequent this reserve and the 
proposed Wave Park can only increase this decline. It is home to native mammals and is 
enormously vulnerable to the impacts of surrounding activities.  A wave park will result in 
inescapable short and long-term ecological damage to this reserve and its vicinity arising 
from noise pollution, light pollution, traffic, litter, vibration from wave park machinery etc.  

4. The site overlooks the Swan Estuary Marine Park, another area of high conservation 
significance, home to seagrass beds which are breeding grounds for the marine life which 
supports much of the estuarine ecosystem right up to river dolphins which are frequent 
visitors to Alfred Cove.  Its mud flats are host to migratory birds, some of which fly in from 
as far afield as Siberia, some of which are listed as “critically endangered”. 

5. The migratory birds using the Alfred Cove nature reserve and the Swan Estuary Marine 
Park are the subject of bilateral international agreements with China, Japan and Republic 
of Korea for the preservation of the East Asian – Australasian Flyway and the conservation 
of the listed species. Australia has an important obligation not to disrupt these reserves. 

6. A large body of fresh water next to the Swan River will inevitably attract ducks and seagulls 
whose defecation in the water will create a potential health hazard. This will necessitate 
the use of bird deterrents (typically in the form of high-frequency noise emitters). Use of 
bird deterrents next to a bird sanctuary is a serious form of noise pollution. 

7. There will be inevitable and substantial disruption to the regionally significant ecological 
linkage. Such linkages enable the passage of wildlife between bushland feeding areas and 
are necessary for survival in the ever more densely populated metropolitan area. The 
proposed wave park will obstruct this linkage over almost its entire width at this point. 

8. The entire area of the proposed Wave Park site falls within the Bush Forever Site 331. As 
such it should be left as is or restored to natural bush. Commercial development is in direct 
contradiction of Government policy for designated Bush Forever sites. 




