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Since 2000, in NSW alone $14.4m has been confiscated through either unexplained wealth 
proceedings alone or by commencing unexplained wealth applications but resolving matters using 
other assets confiscations procedures.28 

As described above, in most States or Territories, the unexplained wealth scheme requires co
operation by two agencies to act (usually the OPP and Police). However, recent research has 
indicated that the Crime Commission model, similar to that administered in NSW (and adopted by 
Queensland) is the preferred approach for efficiently and effectively restraining unexplained 
wealth.29 

COSTING/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Commission proposes to establish an unexplained wealth investigative team and legal 
practice 'using the Commission's existing resources. The Commission does not require additional 
funding from the State Government to begin to investigate, or to initiate and conduct civil 
confiscation proceedings relating to unexplained wealth. As demonstrated in the table below, the 
Commission's proposal does not have an impact on the Commission's expense limit, net operating 
balance or net debt and does not require additional full time employees: 

Funding Implications 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 
$'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 

Adjustment to Approved - - - -
Expense Limit 
Net Operating Balance - - - -
Asset Investment Program - - - -
Total Public Sector Net Debt - - - -
Additional FTE - - - -

Footnote: Above information verified by Emma Milne, Director Corporate Services, Corruption and 
Crime Commission. 

While the Commission's unexplained wealth team will be established using existing resources, the 
diversion of those resources from the Commission's existing functions will have an impact upon 
other investigative outputs. The transfer of Commission resources to the investigation of 
unexplained wealth will require the Commission to rearrange its current operational and 
investigative priorities. While there will be an impact on the Commission's capacity to investigate 
matters arising out of the performance of the Commission's existing functions, the value of the 
impact upon organised crime of an effective scheme for the confiscation of unexplained wealth 
cannot'be overstated.3o 

The Commission proposes to review and evaluate the performance of its unexplained wealth team 
within three years of the conferral of an unexplained wealth function. That review may result in a 
revised funding approach. 

RELATION TO GOVERNMENT POLICY 

The objectives of the Commission's proposal are closely aligned to the Labor Government's 
Methamphetamine Action Plan. The purpose of unexplained wealth laws is to deter crime, 
particularly organised crime, by removing the principal financial motivation for it. Serious and 
organised criminals are principally motivated by money, and the illicit drug market is known to be 
their main source of profit. The ACIC assesses methylamphetamine as posing, by far, the greatest 
threat to the Australian public of all illicit drug types. More than 60% of Australia's highest risk 
serious and organised crime targets are involved in the methylampehtamine trade. 

28 Above n 5, executive summary. 
29 Above n 5, pp 8, 61. 
30 Supra n 5, executive summary. 
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