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I was honoured and very pleased to be selected to attend the ‘Pacific Regional Seminar for Members 

of Parliament on the Role of Parliamentarians in the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights’, on 

30 July – 1 August 2015 at Wellington, New Zealand. 

 

A highlight for me was learning about the New Zealand treaty and what that means for Maori tribes 

and Government interactions. Maori language use is very strong and it was heartening to learn that 

the Government supports this leaning in schools throughout New Zealand. However, the treaty still 

does not provide all the desired benefits that Maori tribes would like for their people. It was 

interesting for me to learn the similarities and differences between Maori and Aboriginal history, 

social issues, and current dynamics with all levels of government. 

 

It was motivating to meet parliamentarians from so many different countries and listen to the voices 

of strong first peoples. I feel like Aboriginal people don’t have the same amount of power and that the 

voices of Aboriginal people are not as loud or prominent in Australian parliament in comparison to 

other first nation’s people in their countries.  Human rights issues are however very similar between 

each county and it seems that many racial discrimination act matters are a common shared 

experience. 

 

It was noticeable that some seminar attendees were quieter than others and perhaps did not feel 

empowered to engage in discussions with those who seemed to dominate much of the dialogue. 

Representatives from New Zealand and New Guinea were impressive and raised many valid and 

important issues. 

 

One issue raised was the need for Rights of First Nations people (cultural) needs to be recognised in 

Government Law. In many Pacific areas, it was, and in some places still is, tradition for land to be 

passed down to the first born sons. In regards to Native Title Laws, this is an area that I would like to 

investigate more in depth. 
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Take away aims and commitments from the seminar included but was not limited to, the pledge to 

enhance the legislative and human rights oversight role of the legislatures. I am committed to lobbying 

both the State and Federal Government to ensure laws are in line with the Human Rights Act. I believe 

more powers should be given to the Human Rights Commissioner. There are so many layers of rules 

in Australia that often complicates matters and creates confusion within the general public in regards 

to human rights matters. We as parliamentarians need to commit to providing clarity and cohesion to 

strengthen and protect human rights laws and prevent them from being watered down in State and 

Federal Government arenas. I believe more education for the general public about what their rights 

are in regards to the Human Rights Act is essential and would like to continue discussions with 

Members of Parliament to see this to fruition.  

 

 







 

  

	 	 	 	 	
	

Pacific	Regional	Seminar	for	Members	of	Parliament:		
The	Role	of	Parliamentarians	in	the	Promotion	and	Protection	of	Human	Rights	

	
Agenda	

	
30	July	–	1	August	2015	
Wellington,	New	Zealand	

 



Day 1: Thursday, 30 July  
8:30 – 9:00  Registration 

Time and session Facilitator Overview Expected outcome 
Opening Segment 
09:00 – 10:00 
 
 

Mr Steve Cutting, Manager, 
Parliamentary Relations,  
Office of the Clerk of the 
New Zealand House of 
Representatives 

Welcoming remarks: Hon Chester Borrows, Deputy Speaker 
New Zealand House of Representatives 
 
Opening remarks: Advocate Karen McKenzie, Head of 
Human Rights, Commonwealth Secretariat 
 
Introductory remarks: Mrs Vicki Dunne, MLA, Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly for the Australian Capital Territory and 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Australia Regional 
Representative 
 

 Setting the scene for the 
seminar 
 

10:00 – 10:30  Group photograph and morning refreshments  
Session 1: Introductions, Objectives 
and Expectations 
10:30 – 11:00  

  Introductions of Parliamentarians and key resource 
persons 

 Objectives and methodology 
 Expectations 
 Expected outcomes  

 

 Better understanding of the 
purpose and objectives of the 
seminar 
 

Session 2: Parliamentarians and 
their Role in the Promotion and 
Protection of Human Rights 
11:00 – 12:30 

Hon. Agostinho Neto, 
Member of Parliament, 
Kenya  
 
Dame Carol Kidu, former 
Member of Parliament, 
Papua New Guinea  
 
Vicki Dunne 
 
 

 Roles and responsibilities of Parliamentarians 
 Ratification and domestication of international treaties 
 Parliamentary Questions & Inquiries 
 Committee Scrutiny 
 Tabling of reports to human rights bodies 
 Enactment and reform of national legislation in compliance 

with Constitutional Bills of Rights and international human 
rights standards, domestication of international and 
regional treaties 

 Understanding the international 
human rights framework as it 
relates to domestic obligations; 

 Understanding of the role and 
responsibilities of 
Parliamentarians in regard to 
promotion and protection of 
human rights and oversight of 
the application of international 
standards.  

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 
Session 3: National Human Rights 
Institutions 
13:30 – 15:15 

Commissioner Kagwiria 
Mbogori, Chairperson, 
Kenya National 

 Introduction to NHRIs and their role, competencies and 
powers 

 The role of Parliamentarians in establishing NHRIs 

 Understanding of the relevance 
of NHRIs generally, and of 



 Commission on Human 
Rights  
 
Agostinho Neto 
 

 Overview of the Paris Principles and Belgrade Principles 
on the Relationship between National Human Rights 
Institutions and Parliaments 
 

parliamentarians’ relationship 
with NHRIs in particular 

15:15 – 15:30 Afternoon refreshments 
Session 4A: Parliamentarians and 
the Protection of Human Rights  
15:30 – 16:30 
 
 

 
 

 Emerging best practice drawn from country experiences, 
with particular emphasis on challenges faced by Small 
Island Developing States when addressing human rights 
issues  
 

Case study 1: Kiribati (TBC) 

 Understanding of different 
approaches to human rights 
issues in practice from the 
perspective of Parliamentarians 

 Examples of best practice 
participants can draw on 
 

Session 4B: Parliamentarians and 
the Protection of Human Rights  
16:30 – 17:30 
 
 

 
 
 

 Emerging best practice drawn from country experiences, 
with particular emphasis on challenges faced by Small 
Island Developing States when addressing human rights 
issues  
 

Case Study 2: Tonga (TBC) 
 

 Understanding of different 
approaches to human rights 
issues in practice from the 
perspective of Parliamentarians 

 Examples of best practice 
participants can draw on 

18:00 – 19:30 Evening Reception Hosted by Rt Hon David Carter, Speaker of the New Zealand House of Representatives  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2: Friday, 31 July 
Time and session Facilitator Overview Expected outcome 

Session 5: The International Human 
Rights Protection System 
09:00 – 10:00 

Professor Rashida Manjoo, 
Special Rapporteur on violence 
against women, its causes and 
consequences  

 Charter-based and treaty-based 
international human rights mechanisms and 
how they work 
 

 Strengthened awareness of the Human 
Rights Council, Treaty Bodies and 
Special Procedures 

 Appreciation of their domestic relevance 
and the importance of implementation 
and follow up  
 

Session 6: Parliamentarians and the 
UPR Process 
10:00 – 10:45  
 

Dr Justin Pettit, Commonwealth 
Secretariat 
 

 The Universal Periodic Review and the role 
of Parliamentarians 

 Understanding of the roles and 
responsibilities of Parliamentarians in 
relation to the review process and 
implementation of recommendations 
 

10:45 – 11:00  Morning refreshments 
Session 7: Regional Challenges: 
equality and non-discrimination  
11:00 – 13:00 

Dame Carol Kidu  
 
Rashida Manjoo 

 What are the issues? 
 Parliamentary perspectives and potential 

approaches to secure better protections for 
vulnerable groups 
 

 Understanding the role and 
responsibilities of parliamentarians in 
addressing specific issues 

 
 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 
Session 8: Regional Challenges 
(cont’d) 
14:00 – 15:30 
 
 

 
 

GROUP DIALOGUE 
Participants will exchange information and ideas 
on contemporary challenges in the region and 
strategies for addressing them. Challenges to 
be discussed are: 

 Equality and non-discrimination 
 Women’s rights 
 Children’s rights 

 
Delegates are encouraged to address these 
points in their dialogues: 
 Legislation, policies and practices to 

address issues 
 Legal versus substantive approaches 
 Best practice for Parliamentarians 

 Share best practices on salient issues 
and challenges for Pacific countries  

 Strengthen the role of parliamentarians in 
fostering the promotion and protection of 
human rights at the national level 



 
Outcomes of these dialogues will be reported 
back to the plenary by nominated rapporteurs.  
 
These outcomes should be annotated clearly as 
to the points discussed, the issues determined, 
the challenges highlighted and the 
recommendations made.  
 

15:30 – 15:45  Afternoon refreshments 
Session 9: Development of 
recommendations 
15:45 – 17:00 
 
 

 
 
 

GROUP DIALOGUE 
Development of recommendations: 
 
 At the level of the individual Member of 

Parliament  
 At the level of a Parliamentary Human 

Rights/Law/Justice Committee including its 
interaction with other committees and actors 

 At the level of regional inter-parliamentary 
cooperation and networking 

 At the level of cooperation with OHCHR, the 
Commonwealth Secretariat and other 
regional and international bodies 
 

 Enhance the legislative and human rights 
oversight role of the legislatures 
 

	
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Day 3: Saturday, 1 August 
 

Time and session Facilitator Overview Expected outcome 
Session 10: Formulation of 
Recommendations and Follow-up 
Actions (cont’d)  
09:00 – 9:45 
 

 
 

 Presentation of group work outcomes and 
discussion 
 

 Enhance the legislative and human rights 
oversight role of the legislatures 
 

Session 11: Finalisation of Regional 
Declaration and Parliamentarians’ 
Commitments  
09:45 – 10:30 

  Agreement on seminar outcomes 
 Participants will deliberate on a draft 

Declaration, which contains a set of 
practical actions and commitments 

 Discussion on potential for a regional 
human rights network of parliamentarians  
 

 Finalisation of Declaration 
 Agreement on next steps 

10:30 – 10:45  Morning refreshments 
Session 12: Finalisation of Regional 
Declaration and Parliamentarians’ 
Commitments (cont’d) 
10:45 – 11:30 

  Agreement on seminar outcomes 
 Participants will deliberate on a draft 

Declaration, which contains a set of 
practical actions and commitments 

 Evaluation 
 

 Finalisation of Declaration 
 Agreement on next steps 

Closing Ceremony 
11:30 – 12:00 
 
 

Hon. Paul Foster-Bell, MP, New 
Zealand Parliament and 
Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association Pacific Regional 
Representative 
 
Karen McKenzie 
 

 Technical Assistance and Closing Remarks: 
Commonwealth Secretariat, CPA 

 Conclusions of the workshop  
 

 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 
 
 



 

 
 
 

PIPITEA DECLARATION 
 

Commitment to a set of actions by the participating Commonwealth Pacific 
Parliamentarians to promote and protect human rights 

 
 

We, Members of Parliament, attending the ‘Pacific Regional Seminar for Members of 
Parliament on the Role of Parliamentarians in the Promotion and Protection of Human 
Rights’, on 30 July – 1 August 2015 at Wellington, New Zealand:   

 

Recognise Parliament as a key institution safeguarding and upholding the rights of 
citizens and its corresponding role in the promotion and protection of human rights, 

Note the Commonwealth Charter; the Commonwealth Latimer House Principles; the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action; 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; other core human rights instruments; and the 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 

Note the concerns stated by the Pacific small island states on the impact of climate 
change on their economic, social and cultural rights,  

 
Note the leading role that Parliaments could play in ensuring the implementation at 

the national level of accepted recommendations made under the Universal Periodic Review 
and by other human rights mechanisms, 

 
Emphasise Parliament’s responsibility for integrating international and regional 

norms and standards in national legislation and holding governments accountable for the 
enforcement of laws, 

Understand Parliament’s unique position to influence policies and budgets at the 
national level, monitor policy implementation programmes at local levels, address the needs 
and concerns of their constituencies and act as a catalyst in the realisation of human rights 
at all levels, 



 

Note the Paris Principles and the significant role that national human rights 
institutions can play in promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms 
and in developing and enhancing public awareness of those rights and freedoms, 

Note the Belgrade Principles and their guidance on the relationship between 
Parliaments and national human rights institutions, 

Acknowledge the importance of active engagement with international human rights 
mechanisms, including the Universal Periodic Review, the Treaty Bodies and the Special 
Procedures mandate holders, 

Therefore, we declare as follows: 

1. To take forward our responsibility as Parliamentarians in raising awareness of 
international and national human rights norms and mechanisms, and 
Parliamentarians’ concomitant roles and responsibilities in engaging with them; 

 
2. To advocate for human rights principles to be reflected in new laws, addressing gaps 

in existing legislation where necessary; 
 

3. To advocate for the integration of human rights education into curricula at 
institutions of learning, and to strengthen it where already in place; 
 

4. To seek to establish a suitable Parliamentary forum to promote human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 
 

5. To proactively seek and avail ourselves of international technical assistance, such as 
from the Commonwealth Secretariat, in the field of human rights where necessary; 
 

6. To promote both the establishment of Paris Principles-compliant national human 
rights institutions and the need to strengthen the independence and sustainability of 
existing ones; 
 

7. To encourage all relevant stakeholders to promote and enhance cooperation 
between their national parliaments and national human rights institutions and civil 
society in the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms; 
 

8. To encourage dialogue and promote the exchange of information and experience on 
salient human rights issues and challenges in the Pacific, including equality and non-
discrimination, climate change, indigenous peoples’ rights, corruption, and violence 
against women and children; 
 

9. To take appropriate steps to increase our engagement in the reporting and 
implementation process of international and regional human rights mechanisms, 
including the Treaty Bodies, Universal Periodic Review and Special Procedures; 
 

10. Where appropriate, to build the role of sub-national Parliaments in promoting human 
rights principles and engaging with national human rights institutions and treaty and 
Charter-based mechanisms.  
 

11. To support the establishment of the Commonwealth Pacific Parliamentary Human 
Rights Group, a network of advocates and lawmakers to promote inter-parliamentary 
co-operation with a view to ensuring better practices and strengthened 



 

parliamentary engagement with the Universal Periodic Review, Treaty Bodies and 
Special Procedures and the durable implementation of their recommendations; 
enhanced interaction between parliaments and NHRIs; operationalisation of this 
Declaration; and strengthened efforts to promote and protect human rights. 
 

 

Adopted at Wellington, New Zealand 
1 August 2015 

 
 


