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Hon Alison Xamon; Hon Sue Ellery
ENVIRONMENT — GOOSEBERRY HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL — CONTAMINATED SITES
1676.

Hon Alison Xamon to the Minister for Education and Training:

I refer to the Gooseberry Hill Primary School entry on the Contaminated Sites Database, which states that the
school is irrigated by waters pumped from the Ledger Road Dam and will continue to be, and I ask:
(a)

will the Minister please explain the discrepancy between this information and the response provided to
my question on notice No. 1326, answered on 21 August 2018; and

(b)

if the school does not use water from the Ledger Road Dam for irrigation, please advise:
(i)

the date scheme water began to be used for irrigation at the school;

(ii)

who connected the school’s irrigation system to scheme water; and

(iii)

the total cost of this work?

Hon Sue Ellery replied:
(a)–(b) (i)

The Department of Water and Environment Regulation has used the information contained
within the Human Health Risk Assessment and the Independent Audit to list Gooseberry Hill
Primary School in the Contaminated Sites Database.
The source of the information that was relied upon by the external consultants to incorrectly
identify the Ledger Road Dam as the source of the school’s irrigation water is unknown at this
point in time, but the Department of Education has confirmed with the school that it has relied
solely on scheme water for at least seven years to irrigate the school grounds. This is consistent
with the advice provided to the Department of Water and Environment Regulation in July, and
included in the response it drafted to Question on Notice 1326.
The Department of Education will follow up this issue with the consultants who undertook the
Human Health Risk Assessment and the Independent Audit, and request the reports are updated
and resubmitted.

(b)

(ii)

Unknown.

(iii)

Unknown.
SCHOOLS — DIELDRIN AND ALDRIN LEVELS

1677.

Hon Alison Xamon to the Minister for Education and Training:

(1)

How many schools built during the 1960s and 1970s are currently used by the Department of Education?

(2)

How many of (1) have been tested for:
(a)

Dieldrin and

(b)

Aldrin?

(3)

How many from (2) returned results over accepted levels?

(4)

Please list those schools which returned results over accepted levels?

(5)

Does the department intend to test any outstanding schools from (1) that have yet to be tested?

(6)

If yes to (5), when?

(7)

If no to (5), why not?

Hon Sue Ellery replied:
(1)

Over 200 public schools were opened in the 1960s and 1970s and remain open.

(2)

(a)–(b) None. Testing of this nature is not required. This is confirmed by the Department of Health
Environmental Health Hazards unit.

(3)

Not applicable.

(4)

Not applicable.

(5)

No.

(6)

Not applicable.

(7)

Refer to (2) above.
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