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THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) took the chair at 9.00 am, acknowledged country and read prayers. 
[Christmas gift on table.] 
THE SPEAKER: This looks like a rather sinister object! You have to be careful these days. 
A member: Pull the string. 
The SPEAKER: The card does not say who it is from. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. It is good to see the manager of opposition business in his white jacket. 
Are you doing the waiting tonight? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: It is the last day, but maybe one. Can we start again? 

PAPERS TABLED 
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

DR YUSUF NAGREE — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.03 am]: I rise to inform the house about the sad loss of 
Dr Yusuf Nagree, a respected and much admired emergency medicine physician. Dr Nagree held the pivotal 
emergency medicine physician role at Fiona Stanley Hospital, as well as senior medical roles at Fremantle Hospital, 
Armadale–Bentley Group and Geraldton Health Campus. In addition, he was a board member of the Australasian 
College for Emergency Medicine and professor of emergency medicine at the University of Western Australia. With 
an avid interest in disaster management, Dr Nagree became one of Western Australia’s first urban search and rescue 
doctors. He provided clinical support to the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and was a member of the 
Australian Medical Assistance Team. In 2012, he represented AUSMAT in two deployments: helping with relief 
efforts after floods in Pakistan and acting as the clinical lead in support of the Tour de Timor mountain bike race. 
Colleagues remember him as someone who would offer advice, support and help to anyone who asked, without 
expecting anything in return. Dr Nagree was among the most influential emergency medicine doctors in Australia 
and an active and passionate advocate for his profession, recognised both internationally and nationally. A man of 
great dignity, humility and generosity, his passing is a tragic loss to all those with whom he worked and to the 
community he served. We extend our sympathy to his family, friends and colleagues at this difficult time. 

WA MENTAL HEALTH AWARDS AND WA MENTAL HEALTH CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [9.04 am]: Last week, two key events were held for 
the mental health sector. I attended the WA Mental Health Awards, along with my colleagues Hon Bill Johnston, 
the Minister for Minister for Mines and Petroleum, and Hon Alanna Clohesy, the parliamentary secretary. This 
year, there were 148 nominations across eight categories, so to be awarded as a finalist or winner is an outstanding 
achievement. I presented the Perth Inner City Youth Service with the Diversity Award for its strong focus on 
assisting young LGBTIQA people who are experiencing disconnection from their family, and associated mental 
health challenges and homelessness. Other award winners included: the Aboriginal Males Healing Centre in the 
Pilbara; Dr Anand Deshmukh from the WA Country Health Service and Shivani Lala of Southern Cross Care; 
Coodanup College in Mandurah; Macmahon Holdings; Mentally Healthy WA’s Act–Belong–Commit campaign; 
Hayley Solich; and Rhianna Mitchell. Congratulations again to all finalists and winners. 
Following the awards night, the 2019 WA Mental Health Conference took place over the next two days, with 
approximately 400 people meeting from all over Western Australia to network, share and learn about best practice. 
The conference plays an important role in bringing the mental health sector together. With the theme this year of 
Stronger Together, it was an inspiring event to be a part of. What was clear to me as I attended the morning of the 
first day was just how committed people are to improving mental health outcomes, and how much collaboration is 
happening across all levels of the sector. Mr Speaker, this is what we need. An integrated and well-functioning mental 
health, alcohol and other drug sector will be possible only when we work together—government, non-government 
organisations and individuals. It is positive to see the whole sector, on all levels, coming together to work towards 
our common goal. Finally, thank you to the Western Australian Association for Mental Health, which hosted and 
organised both events, with the support of the Mental Health Commission. I hope these key events on the 
Western Australian health calendar continue to grow and inspire others in the years to come. 



9570 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 28 November 2019] 

 

VOLUNTEER EMPLOYER RECOGNITION AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.07 am]: I take this opportunity to inform 
the house of the 2019 Volunteer Employer Recognition Awards hosted by the Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services. These awards celebrate employers of emergency services volunteers from across the state and recognise 
the incredible contribution of employers who support their staff to attend incidents and training during work hours, 
as well as provide donations of material, skills and funds. Seventy-nine businesses, organisations and self-employed 
volunteers are recipients of these awards, now in their eleventh year. I was privileged to meet employers and 
self-employed volunteers from WA who received awards, with 38 in the gold category, 29 in silver and 12 in the 
bronze category. These awards are an important way to acknowledge those who support our emergency services 
volunteers who keep our community safe. Employers’ support of the emergency management sectors is essential. 
This gives volunteers the ability to take time off work, often at short notice and sometimes for extended periods, to 
protect our community. Their efforts have a direct impact on our lives. This is especially significant for self-employed 
volunteers, who often close the doors to their business and reschedule clients and jobs to respond to an emergency. 
I met 36 award recipients who attended the award ceremony in Perth on 1 November 2019 at Government House 
Ballroom. A regional ceremony was held in Margaret River on 8 November 2019, at which I was represented by 
Hon Adele Farina, MLC, member for the South West Region. To the 24 recipients in the south west, I thank you 
for your continued contribution and celebrate your community spirit. For those who were not able to attend the 
ceremony, the remaining 19 awards will be presented to the deserving recipients in the next few months. I am sure 
that everyone in this house will join me in acknowledging the important contribution made by employers of 
emergency services volunteers and self-employed volunteers. In closing, there has been some recent discussion 
around remunerating volunteers or employers of volunteers. I can attest that neither of these measures could be 
implemented without fundamentally altering the spirit of volunteering, which is service to our communities. 

CORRECTIVE SERVICES — STAFF AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Corrective Services) [9.09 am]: I stand today to share with 
members the achievements of some of our outstanding public officers, particularly those serving the public in the 
corrective services field. Whether working with adults or young people, sentenced prisoners or those being supervised 
in the community, these officers work hard in often challenging conditions, often with little public recognition. 
The annual awards are organised to demonstrate the department’s recognition and appreciation of staff members, 
working individually and in teams, who demonstrate excellence.  
The joint winners of the director general’s innovation award were Leith Thomas, assistant superintendent of offender 
services at West Kimberley Regional Prison, and the West Kimberley Regional Prison security team. Leith was 
recognised for her motivational style of leadership and dedication to implementing many programs to help prisoners 
beat the cycle of recidivism, including the house coach program, giving them the opportunity to learn leadership 
and practical self-care. The West Kimberley Regional Prison security team was honoured for balancing the ethos 
of the prison and security. Its dynamic new approach to security at the prison has led to a sense of empowerment 
and optimism in the security team. 
The commissioner’s leadership award was presented to Scott Lobb, acting director of learning and development 
at the Corrective Services Academy. Scott was honoured for his outstanding leadership, which has resulted in 
positive and enhanced training outcomes for staff.  
The minister’s commendation award was presented to the staff of Roebourne Regional Prison for their bravery 
during cyclone Veronica earlier this year. There were also winners in other categories, including the general health 
and wellbeing of offenders award, won by the Wandoo Rehabilitation Prison health centre for its hard work and 
dedication to the development and implementation of the therapeutic community at Wandoo.  
I congratulate all our award winners and thank them for their dedication to public service. 

SHIRE OF CARNARVON — INQUIRY REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Local Government) [9.11 am]: The McGowan government 
has handed down a report following the Shire of Carnarvon authorised inquiry. The inquiry commenced following 
a number of complaints from the public and a review of a probity audit conducted by the Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries in relation to tendering and procurement in 2013. That authorised 
inquiry has now been completed. I table a copy of the report as presented to me as Minister for Local Government. 
[See paper 3056.] 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The investigation report made eight findings and four recommendations. The report 
highlighted poor record-keeping practices, which severely hampered the fullness of the investigation and did not 
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assist the investigation in confirming matters put to persons of interest. This serves as a reminder that good records 
support good decision-making and effective business practice and improve accountability and efficiency. 
The shire and affected parties have seen the report and had the opportunity to comment before its release. The 
report will, hopefully, assist the shire and members of the community to refocus on the key issues that are relevant 
to providing the good government that the community deserves and has the right to expect. Maintaining a strong 
system of local government that operates efficiently, effectively and in the best interests of the community is, of 
course, a priority of the McGowan government. Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: That was the end of that one, was it? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Yes. 
The SPEAKER: You put me to sleep! 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: This will spark you up! 

STATE LIBRARY — LITERACY MATTERS INITIATIVE 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.13 am]: If one cannot read, it can 
make life very difficult. Good literacy skills are directly linked to our wealth potential, positive health outcomes, 
increased community connections and overall personal wellbeing. 
Literacy matters. Reading and understanding a book is just the beginning. Having the capacity to understand a loan 
agreement, follow a bus or train timetable, comprehend the vital instructions that may come with medication or be 
able to access the internet to search for a job are just some examples. Literacy, of course, really matters.  
Although Western Australia has a strong educational system with overall high literacy rates, many Western Australians 
struggle with literacy. Today, I want to highlight for the house the State Library of Western Australia’s current 
Literacy Matters initiative. The State Library has formed a literacy alliance, working collectively with government 
agencies, businesses and not-for-profit organisations to achieve the goals of the strategy—to ensure that all 
Western Australians are aware of the value of literacy in increasing lifelong potential, have the opportunity to 
improve their literacy, and have access to literacy learning programs. 
Literacy alliance partners are sharing information and collaborating to boost literacy regardless of age, gender, race, 
financial circumstances or ability. The work being done by the alliance includes the State Library’s Storylines archive 
for Aboriginal history, which will be used as a platform to facilitate a digital mentorship program in six regional 
public libraries, including Carnarvon, Manjimup and Kununurra. This will provide the opportunity for Aboriginal 
people in these communities to build their digital skills. Storylines will also be used as a platform for Aboriginal 
prisoners recording their own stories to build digital skills and for researchers to better understand the digital 
literacy needs of prisoners and their families. 
Alliance member Read Write Now—a magnificent organisation—will train volunteer tutors to work with adults with 
low levels of functional and digital literacy. The State Library provides weekly sessions on science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics to enable families to explore literacy and learning through a range of hands-on 
activities. These initiatives are just the beginning under the 10-year Literacy Matters strategy. 
I wish to commend the State Library for bringing together experts from various sectors to coordinate their efforts 
to better the lives of all Western Australians through lifelong literacy. Together, we can make a difference, because 
literacy really does matter. 

COMBAT SPORTS COMMISSION — ONLINE EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.16 am]: I rise today to 
announce the launch of the Combat Sport Commission’s new online education and registration unit. Under the 
Combat Sports Act 1987 and the Combat Sports Regulations 2004, the Combat Sports Commission is responsible 
for promoting the health and safety of people involved in Western Australia’s combat sports industry. The act 
authorises the commission to impose conditions on registration.  
The commission has implemented an online education unit to provide contestants and industry participants with 
essential information about registering with the commission and participating in combat sports in WA. The 
commission and the state government are committed to continually striving for a healthier and safer WA combat 
sports community, which includes how to prepare for contests in a safe manner and the dangers associated with 
weight cutting through dehydration.  
From today, anyone who wants to register or renew their registration with the commission will be required to 
complete the online education unit prior to their registration or renewal being considered. Contestants will be required 
to view a short educational video and complete a questionnaire at the end of each section to test their knowledge 
of the registration process, rules and preparation practices.  
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Not many people know about the unprecedented growth in combat sports participation this calendar year alone. 
From 1 January to 16 September 2019, there was a total of 558 registrations, which represent an increase of 
54 per cent compared with the same period last year. We want to see continued growth and participation in combat 
sports in WA, but it is also important that there is an ongoing commitment to providing the safest possible 
conditions for all contestants before, during and after competition. 
I would like to take this opportunity to commend the chair of the Combat Sports Commission, Cassandra Wright, 
and staff for developing this nation-leading resource for contestants, trainers, managers, promoters, officials and 
matchmakers. I look forward to seeing what the Combat Sports Commission and the wider industry collaborate on next. 
The online education is already live and can be accessed through the Department of Local Government, Sport and 
Cultural Industries website. 

ECONOMIC REFORM STATEMENT 
Statement by Treasurer 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [9.18 am]: I rise to table the government’s first economic reform 
statement. The purpose of this statement is to give greater prominence and accountability to an important area of 
state policy. It aims to provide business and the community with a clear and transparent message on the McGowan 
government’s economic strategy and commitment to strengthening and diversifying the Western Australian 
economy and supporting jobs growth. The statement outlines the current state of the Western Australian economy, 
the challenges we face and the government’s comprehensive and ambitious reform agenda.  
[See paper 3057.]  

ROSSMOYNE AND WILLETTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS — FUNDING CUTS 
Grievance 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton) [9.19 am]: My grievance is to the minister representing the Minister for Education 
and Training. I am deeply aggrieved with the way that the McGowan government has systematically treated 
Rossmoyne Senior High School and Willetton Senior High School since it came to government. This treatment 
was directly opposite to what the minister for education, the local member, promised to do when in opposition as 
the shadow Minister for Education for eight and a half years. One could argue that either Rossmoyne or Willetton 
high schools is the foundation stone of our public education system. They are large and currently have 4 600 kids 
between them, growing at 10 per cent a year. They provide an excellent education—academic, non-academic, 
TAFE and otherwise—and an essential program for low-income kids who are educationally aspirational. Over 
900 kids attend the gifted and talented program at a certain time—it is excellent. There are numerous excellent 
schools in our public system. Schools are one of the major mechanisms by which the Barnett government was able 
to reverse the flow of students from the private system to the public system—that is, have a higher percentage of 
kids in our system going to public schools. 
The McGowan opposition promised to do more to help and fund schools. In government, it has done the opposite. 
It has attacked these schools through cuts to finances, both through the front door and the back door, and it is now 
trying to privatise access to Rossmoyne and Willetton high schools, which it would not provide to domestic 
students. One of the first things it did when it came into government was cut the Willetton high school rebuild. 
The final stage of the rebuild was about to commence. It would have cost $11.78 million to build 24 classrooms. 
The government cut that. The excuse was that the money would be reallocated to places with a similar age and 
a similar demand. Why would it allocate funds to similar institutions? That is what it did. 
The government then made a series of cuts to Willetton, Rossmoyne and other schools. In late 2017, it announced 
that it would cut $1 145 for every student above 1 200 in these large schools. The government promised to use this 
money to fund other purposes, but the truth is that it pocketed half of it. Over the term of the McGowan government, 
that cost Willetton and Rossmoyne high schools $9 million. As a result, the government cut a range of programs, 
including a nation-leading program to assist people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds who 
were academically aspirational but had troubles with English. I will come back to that. 
The McGowan government also cut the administrative grant to independent public schools; it eroded the IPS system 
on employing students; and, of course, it attempted to slash the gifted and talented program but, luckily, our 
colleagues in the coalition of the willing in the upper house stopped that. The government even axed funding for 
prizes awarded to high achievers, including scholarships and general exhibitions, and it forced schools to use their 
reserves. All these schools had built up substantial reserves, so when this government came in, we protected those. 
The reserves were earned through good management and were set aside to address emergency funding for issues 
such as collapsing roofs and demountables that had been attacked by white ants, which the department was too 
slow and too unwilling to address. 
The government stopped the flow of maintenance money to these schools to force them, through the back door, to 
run down their cash reserves. When the government recently came up with its $200 million maintenance fund, 
these schools received virtually nothing because they had already spent their own money on maintenance. It was 
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an out-and-out attack. The government has pulled, directly and indirectly, $24 million from these schools. According 
to The West Australian, Willetton and Rossmoyne high schools are the first and second-rated schools across the 
public and private sector in the state. Hon Sue Ellery said that she would do the opposite. 
A month or so ago, the government announced that it would provide access to 15 students a year from China to 
seven schools, including Willetton and Rossmoyne. I have no problem with foreign students coming to our public 
schools—large numbers now come to some schools—but they go to schools that have excess capacity. For the 
entire period that I have been in this house, Willetton and Rossmoyne high schools have been prevented from 
accepting fee-paying foreign students because they were full, according to the Department of Education. Now they 
will be forced to take 15 students a year, who will pay, I think—I read it in the news—$18 500-plus a year to come 
to these schools. The minister says that if the schools are full, they will not need to take the students. But according 
to the minister’s statements to me and others, the schools are full. By 2020, according to the minister, the total 
capacity, with the maximum number of additional demountables at Willetton high school, is 2 600 to 2 700, and 
Rossmoyne high school is the same. There will be no changes next year. The minister has written to a range of 
people in my electorate saying that the school cannot change its boundary because it is full. 
If these schools told Western Australians that they could attend schools that are outside the boundaries, outside 
the gifted and talented program, if they paid $18 500, hundreds of students would go to those schools. They do not 
allow Western Australians to do it but they allow students from China. 
The minister says that this will help the ethnic diversity of these places. She often sat in those schools. They are 
some of the most ethnically diverse schools in the nation, with 60 to 70 per cent of the kids coming from CALD 
communities. It is one of the beauties and strengths of the schools. It is one of the beauties and strengths of my 
electorate. But do not use that excuse; that is rubbish. The government is privatising access to these schools, of 
which it has stripped $24 million, to solve its stupid mistake with international students. It is the government’s 
mistake; do not take it out on Rossmoyne and Willetton high schools. 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [9.26 am]: I am responding today on behalf of the 
Minister for Education and Training. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: You think it’s funny! 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I think you are funny. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): Thank you, members! We will not have interjections. Thank you. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I am responding today on behalf of the Minister for Education and Training. She has prepared 
a comprehensive response, so I will read it. 
It is important to state, for the record, that this government completely disagrees with the premise of this grievance. 
To suggest that Western Australian public schools are being privatised is completely false and misleading. No 
public school in Western Australia is being privatised. We have had to assume, given the member’s media 
commentary, that his issue is with the Department of Education’s plan to increase the number of international students 
able to study at WA schools through the selective entry program. There is nothing new about Western Australian 
schools enrolling fee-paying international students. In fact, both primary and secondary public schools have 
enrolled international students since 1984. Students living in the local intake area will continue to be guaranteed 
a place at their local school. Enrolment is also guaranteed for students selected for a gifted and talented program 
at a particular school. These guarantees have not changed. 
What is new is this: unlike the previous government, we have a plan to improve and expand international education 
in this state. International education creates jobs, it helps diversify our economy, and it promotes cultural diversity 
and acceptance. Having overseas students in our schools helps students build international relationships, learn 
about other cultures and gain global perspectives. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Acting Speaker, I am responding to a grievance. The normal protocol is that it is heard in silence. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: You’re laughing! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Riverton! 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I am laughing at you, mate! 
Having overseas students in our schools helps students build international relationships, learn about other cultures 
and gain global perspectives. That is why, for the first time in WA, we have a plan to actively market and promote 
WA schools internationally with a range of different programs to support the growth of the international education 
sector in WA. This government has listened to feedback from the international education sector, including StudyPerth 
and education agents, who have often raised the issue of lack of access to Western Australia’s top-performing 
public schools as a barrier to expanding international education at the school level. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Riverton, I call you to order for the first time. 
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Mr P. PAPALIA: On 31 October, executive director of StudyPerth, Phil Payne, said — 
The Department of Education’s initiatives aim to grow this number, incrementally and judiciously, to 
ensure that all parties benefit. 
One initiative will offer a very limited number of places to international students to study in one of 
seven of the Department’s most sought after schools. It is anticipated this initiative will be very popular 
with international students and their families, and will strengthen the brand of WA international education 
in overseas markets. 
… 
“Lack of access to the state’s top performing public schools has been a barrier to the much-needed expansion 
of international education in Western Australia.  

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): Member for Riverton, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Under the selective entry program, a maximum of five international students will be admitted 
each year, depending on the availability of places at each school. If the school does not have capacity, that intake will 
not occur. Local students will not be disadvantaged. The member should also be aware that schools do not make 
a profit from the enrolment of international students. The fees charged are formulated on a cost-recovery basis 
of what it costs to educate them. In 2019, 312 000 students are enrolled at public schools in Western Australia. 
There were 774 international enrolments in semester one. That is 0.25 per cent of total enrolments—hardly an 
over-reliance on fee-paying students. 
School principals will manage student intake into this program. They will be able to clearly determine that they 
have places available. No intake will occur at all in any year if there is no capacity. Schools will make this 
assessment based on the act and regulations. For some reason, the member does not have faith in the principals of 
Willetton Senior High School and Rossmoyne Senior High School to manage that. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Riverton, I call you to order for the third time. I will hear this grievance 
in silence. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Given that this semester the principals are currently managing enrolments of more than 2 100 students 
at Rossmoyne and more than 2 400 at Willetton, the Minister for Education and Training has absolute confidence 
that they can manage that. The member mentioned also funding cuts to Rossmoyne and Willetton. Before I respond 
to that part of the grievance, it is timely to remind the house that the member is the former Treasurer whose legacy 
is leaving the state with the worst set of finances since the Great Depression. It is laughable that the member for 
Riverton, Mike Nahan, is lecturing this government about how to spend taxpayer money. However, I will explain 
to him and the house the changes we made to make school funding more equitable. 
The student-centred funding model was introduced by the former government. A key issue identified with that model 
was that schools were either advantaged or disadvantaged based on school size. Bigger schools with more students 
attracted more funding, giving them increased flexibility to manage their operations, such as offering more subjects 
and options, compared with smaller schools. This led to more parents opting to send their children to those schools, 
meaning that big schools continued to grow and their funding continued to increase. Smaller secondary schools were 
disadvantaged. The McGowan government acted on that evidence. We responded to those concerns by introducing 
an equity adjustment for large senior high schools with enrolments greater than 1 200 from 2018. The method still 
provides additional funding to large senior high schools but at a slower rate of growth. They can still meet all fixed 
costs and generate discretionary funding, but at a level similar to schools with lower enrolments. In 2019, for those 
schools with more than 1 200 students, the per student funding reduction is $1 157 for each student above the 
1 200 students. All schools continue to receive funding for every student and additional funding for Aboriginal 
students, students with disability, students with low socioeconomic status backgrounds and students with English 
as an additional language. 
Earlier this year, the equity adjustment was endorsed as the correct measure to implement in the evaluation of 
the student-centred funding model by Nous Group and the Centre for International Research on Education 
Systems. This adjustment will now be embedded in the model from 2020. The member should be reassured that 
Willetton Senior High School’s total budget is the second highest in Western Australia. In 2019, its total operating 
budget is $23.8 million. Rossmoyne Senior High School’s total budget is the fifth highest, and it has a total operating 
budget this year of $20.4 million. With regard to capital works, as the member for Riverton well knows, 
Willetton Senior High School received a major upgrade of $53.5 million for new buildings. Stages 1 and 2 of the 
works included a lecture theatre; a new arts and media and music building, and new performing arts area; a new 
science building, including an observatory; English and vocational education and training classrooms; and 
a medical centre. I will table the rest of my answer as I do not have time to get through it. 
[See paper 3058.] 
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MITCHELL FREEWAY — WIDENING 
Grievance 

MRS J.M.C. STOJKOVSKI (Kingsley) [9.33 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Transport. I would 
firstly like to thank and congratulate the minister on the recent announcement of the Mitchell Freeway widening 
between Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue. As the minister is aware, I have advocated for this project since 
being elected as the member for Kingsley in March 2017. In fact, if my memory serves me correctly, it was the 
subject of the very first meeting I had with the minister’s office and it has been discussed at a number of meetings 
with the minister and her office since. The residents in my electorate and in the other northern suburbs electorates 
of Joondalup, Burns Beach and Wanneroo are very excited by and happy with the prospect of the widening of the 
freeway southbound between Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue. They know that this project will have a positive 
impact on their commute times and give them an extra 40 minutes a week at home with their families. As a mum 
with young kids who lives in Woodvale and takes the journey down the freeway every week, like so many people 
in my electorate, I live the juggle. The extra time that this project will deliver will have an enormous impact on 
me and my community. 

Again, I thank the minister and the Premier for listening to the concerns of not only my residents, but also others 
in the northern suburbs in announcing this much-needed additional lane to the freeway. This will not only alleviate 
congestion, travel time and accidents on this section of the freeway, but also create over 500 jobs. Although this 
congestion-busting project is welcomed by my community, some residents who live in close proximity to 
Mitchell Freeway are concerned. Over the years, as the population has increased further north, so too has the 
traffic, and train services have also increased to meet the demands of a growing population. This has meant that 
many of my Kingsley residents who live adjacent to Mitchell Freeway have had to live with the increase in traffic 
noise. It is not only noise pollution that is a problem, but also visual pollution. Some residents who live in a section 
of Greenwood along Buchanan Way have to look at the traffic and trains from inside their homes. In fact, I know 
that people travelling on the train can look right inside some of the residents’ front windows. I am sure the minister 
will agree with me that this is not an ideal situation for people to be living with on a day in, day out basis. 

My residents feel frustrated. They feel let down by the previous Liberal government and the former member on 
this issue. Unlike many major freeways and roads across Perth, the section of freeway adjacent to my electorate 
predominantly does not have sound walls. As members know, a sound wall acts as an important barrier between 
the residents and the noise and visual pollution created by the freeway traffic. It is my view, and indeed that of 
many local residents, that the construction of a sound wall along this section of Mitchell Freeway is long overdue. 
This issue has been the subject of a number of grievances and petitions pre-dating my time in this place back to 
2011. Unfortunately for my residents, the former Liberal Minister for Transport, Dean Nalder, was not sympathetic 
to their concerns or pleas. Even though the former member for Kingsley assured the residents in 2015 that her 
message to key ministers was being noticed, it appears that either through neglect or arrogance my community 
was taken for granted. It was not heard and the amenity walls were not delivered. In fact, I believe that under the 
former Liberal government, the retrofitting of noise amenity walls was made even harder because it brought in 
a policy to link construction of those noise amenity walls to roadworks. That policy effectively left my residents 
stranded because the noise amenity walls had not been constructed previously in conjunction with roadworks or 
with the clearing of trees to accommodate additional car parking at the train stations. 

Although there is a native vegetation barrier along much of the freeway reserve, residents have told me that it has 
been getting thinner and thinner over the years, resulting in adverse sound and visual impacts on them. In 2019, 
our government was required to erect a visual messaging board along the Greenwood stretch of Mitchell Freeway 
because of a contract entered into by the previous government. This required even more trees to be cut down, further 
reducing the already depleted native vegetation barrier. I have had many meetings with Kingsley residents who 
are concerned about the noise and visual impacts of living near the freeway. In many other aspects, those residents 
love where they live and enjoy the many benefits of living in the Kingsley electorate and being part of the wonderful 
community we have. For them, a noise wall is a much-needed amenity that will have a very positive impact on 
their lives. I have previously presented a petition signed by residents to respectfully request that the government 
build a sound wall along the Kingsley section of the freeway and I have continued to advocate on behalf of the 
Greenwood, Woodvale and Kingsley residents to ask that the appropriate noise amenity walls be built. 

I believe a number of objectives from “State Planning Policy: 5.4 Road and Rail Noise”, which came into effect 
in September this year, are relevant in this case. Some of the policy objectives are as follows — 

(a) protect the community from unreasonable levels of transport noise; 

… 

c) ensure transport infrastructure and land-use can mutually exist within urban corridors; 

d) ensure that noise impacts are addressed as early as possible in the planning process; and 

e) encourage best practice noise mitigation design and construction standards. 
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I am hopeful that during the scoping of the Mitchell Freeway widening project, consideration will be given to the 
detrimental impact of traffic on residents adjacent to the freeway between Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue and 
just south of Hepburn Avenue, adjacent to Buchanan Way. 

Minister, please listen to the concerns of my residents. I believe that a sound wall should be included in the 
Mitchell Freeway widening project, in conjunction with the widening roadworks, to provide peace of mind and to 
improve the quality of lifestyle for my community. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.40 am]: I thank the member for Kingsley for 
that grievance. She has raised this and some other amenity issues with me on a number of occasions on behalf of 
her residents. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I will call you to order if you persist. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will start again. The member for Kingsley has raised this issue with me a number of times, 
particularly some amenity issues faced by the local residents. I am happy that she has been advocating strongly 
for her community on that issue and on the wider issue of road improvements to Mitchell Freeway. 

I will talk a bit about the Mitchell Freeway works that the government has committed to and then more specifically 
about the sound wall and some other issues we are looking at as part of the scope of the project. As the member is 
aware and has raised with me a number of times, the Mitchell Freeway southbound widening between Hodges Drive 
and Hepburn Avenue was a massive priority for her community. Given how the network is operating, we are 
addressing many of the congestion hotspots across both Kwinana and Mitchell Freeways. Down south, a lot of work 
is underway in the area of Russell Road to Roe Highway, which has been a major congestion point for a number 
of years. Closer to the city, the Kwinana Freeway smart freeway project is also underway. A number of road 
widenings and improvements are occurring along Mitchell Freeway in the northern suburbs. We were very keen 
to address one of the congestion hotspots from Hodges Drive to Hepburn Avenue, knowing that the residents in 
that local area and further north were experiencing significant delays. 

Last week, the projects we announced included an additional lane southbound on Mitchell Freeway between 
Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue, a distance of about 8.8 kilometres; the duplication of entry lanes at 
Hodges Drive, Ocean Reef Road and Hepburn Avenue, and a third entry lane at Whitfords; replacement of the 
existing wire-rope barrier with concrete safety barriers to separate the freeway and the rail reserve, which is a very 
important safety initiative, particularly for the rail operations; construction of a three-metre-wide emergency 
breakdown lane, as well as emergency stopping bays at strategic locations; and realignment of the principal shared 
path adjacent to the Hodges Drive on-ramp. Substandard and missing link portions of the PSP will be upgraded, 
totalling 3.7 kilometres. A new PSP will be constructed along four sections of missing links of 2.2 kilometres, 
and three sections of 1.5 kilometres requiring upgrades to the shared path will also be included. As the member 
can see, it is a significant amount of work that will increase the freeway capacity and improve safety and 
productivity for industry and commuters. The freeway widening will bring much-needed congestion relief for 
thousands of northern suburbs commuters, especially during morning peak time, when there is an average of over 
15 000 vehicles. 

As I said, the widening of Mitchell Freeway southbound between Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue will provide 
a third continuous traffic lane over 8.8 kilometres. It is a jointly funded program, with 50 per cent from the state 
government and 50 per cent from the federal government. We expect works to be underway either late next year 
or early 2021. Mitchell Freeway between Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue has recorded 560 crashes, which is 
a significant number. 

As a result of her advocacy and the issues the member has raised about the area south of the proposed works, 
I have asked Main Roads to look at including that work as part of the project and at what else can be done about 
the PSP in that area. We will be looking at the principal shared path and other noise mitigation issues. I note also 
that a number of schools are in the adjacent area, so it is important that we look at how we can better link those 
schools through cycling access. 

The member referred to local government controlling some areas into which works may need to encroach. I am 
working with the local government to see how we can potentially do some of this work while minimising the 
loss of vegetation. That is a balance we need to strike, particularly in that area. As the member said, some 
vegetation has been removed for advertising. However, more generally, noise walls and PSPs have an impact on 
vegetation along the road reserve. As part of the scope, we will look at what can be done to minimise vegetation 
loss. I think we can do that by working with local government to see whether it can potentially give up some of 
its reserves. 

I thank the member for her grievance. I have asked the agency to look at scoping, including this as part of the 
contract, and to see whether it is affordable and doable without too significant an impact on vegetation and the 
local community and making sure it is a positive for the local community. 
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YAMATJI PEOPLE — MENTAL HEALTH AND SUICIDE PREVENTION 
Grievance 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [9.46 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Mental Health; Health and 
I thank him for being here to take my grievance. This has been a bad year for Aboriginal suicide in the midwest. 
Seven Yamatji people have taken their lives this year, with two in the last eight weeks. The youngest was 12 years 
old. I am using the word Yamatji to describe the Aboriginal people in the midwest because that is the name the people 
involved with this issue are using. This have given Aboriginal people in the midwest the highest rate of suicide in 
WA. The suicide rate is 87.5 per 100 000 people, which is higher than the better-known rate in the Kimberley of 
35 per 100 000 people. Encouragingly, the suicide rate in the Kimberley has dropped from 74 per 100 000 people. 
I am encouraged by that drop because I hope it points to intervention being effective. 

Obviously, this issue goes far beyond the borders of my electorate. It goes into the northern part of the electorate 
of Moore and well into the electorate of North West Central. I raise it because the organisation most involved in 
this issue is the Geraldton Regional Aboriginal Medical Service, which serves quite a wideranging area. Along 
with its services to the Geraldton Aboriginal community, GRAMS services Mt Magnet, Yalgoo, Pia Wadjarri, 
Kardaloo Farm, Sandstone, Meekatharra, Yulga Jinna and Cue. The mobile clinics have specialist services such 
as Healthy Ears, the Medical Outreach for Indigenous Chronic Disease program and the rural health outreach fund. 
GRAMS is also involved with a service at Morawa and I think it manages the service at Carnarvon. 

Madam Acting Speaker, a lot of conversation is going on in the house. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members; if we could keep the noise down, that would be great. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Thank you. This is an important issue in my electorate and I would like to get the message 
across, please. 

The Geraldton Regional Aboriginal Medical Service offers services in the areas of social and emotional wellbeing 
support, the Aboriginal Health Community Re-entry program, the Bringing Them Home program, the Healthy for 
Life program, the regional tobacco program, the More Than Medicine program, the WA Rural Health student 
program, antenatal and postnatal services, diabetes clinics, child health and immunisations, hearing and eye health, 
dental health services, physiotherapy, sexual health, drug and alcohol services, respiratory clinics, wellbeing clinics, 
psychologist services, pre-consultation and treatment services, and general consulting and follow-up services. 

The minister will note that I have mentioned psychological services. GRAMS does not have a full-time psychologist. 
Were it to send a psych to Meekatharra, for example, it would be a 534-kilometre and a five or six-hour drive. That 
would be almost two days in travelling alone, the cost of which GRAMS tells me would be about $2 000. GRAMS 
gets a small amount of funding from the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and from the WA Primary 
Health Alliance for mental health services. I understand it has lodged an application with the WA Country Health 
Service for a new project, which I think is for $1.6 million over two years. The Geraldton Regional Aboriginal 
Medical Service envisages a project that would have two psychs and six Aboriginal mental health practitioners. 

The minister will be aware of a recent incident in Geraldton in which a 29-year-old woman was shot by police. 
She had mental health problems and had recently been released from prison. GRAMS would like me to make the 
point very strongly that it would like to be the first responder to Aboriginal mental health issues, and police to be 
called in only when needed. It also wanted it to be made clear that a service that can be offered only during business 
hours is insufficient. I understand that WACHS is currently assessing the GRAMS proposal. I stress that this proposal 
is for a service that goes out to where people live and is to be run under a community development strategy. I have 
total confidence that GRAMS could run the service it is proposing as well as anybody. 

GRAMS gave me some figures on the number of different service providers in Geraldton and has suggested to me 
that there should be some kind of rationalisation. I simply ask that the proposal for this expanded service be given 
favourable consideration as soon as possible. I understand that mental health services are going to be upgraded in 
Geraldton, and I am very much appreciative of that, but this is of course a very different proposal that addresses 
a very different problem, out where people live in the regions. 

Finally, I ask what analysis is being done on the backgrounds of people who have taken their own lives. I think 
we have to see whether there are common characteristics so we can start working with children in their early stages 
of life to make sure this situation changes. I refer to an article that appeared this week in The Geraldton Guardian. 
It states — 

Geraldton has a shortage of beds for mental health patients, and a lack of support when patients are 
discharged, a nationwide inquiry into mental health services has heard. 

I have already acknowledged that those two issues are being addressed. The article continues — 

The inquiry visited Geraldton for a public hearing, and presiding commissioner Dr Stephen King heard 
submissions from HelpingMinds, headspace, Elucidate, Geraldton Regional Aboriginal Medical Services 
and one individual. 
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Dr King said a consistent theme at the session was the lack of key services in Geraldton. 
“I’ve got the impression that it’s simply not well done in Geraldton,” he said. 
“But a lot of the issues you heard here, they are echoing what we hear in other regional centres.” 

I am not suggesting for one moment that Geraldton is in any way different, or greatly different, from other regional 
areas; I think this applies across the regions. The article continues — 

Dr King said many deficiencies in rural and regional mental health service related to lack of services, 
recruitment difficulties, — 

We had recent problems there — 
… and issues for indigenous Australians. 

That is what I am particularly talking about in this grievance. 
Once again, I would like to acknowledge the work that the government is doing in this area, and the new facilities 
that are being planned for Geraldton. However, I am becoming more and more aware of the developing seriousness 
of this area. I suspect that methamphetamine is the main culprit, and my feeling is that the measures that are being 
taken and planned are not going anywhere near addressing this problem. I am very much picking that up from the 
schools. When the schools follow up to find out why children are not going to school, it is clear that they are living 
in totally dysfunctional households where the real culprit is issues with drugs, and that increasingly seems to be 
methamphetamine. Once again, I thank the minister for taking this grievance. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [9.53 am]: I thank the member for raising this 
issue; it is an important issue and one that the member for Kimberley has spoken about in this place on many 
occasions. It is not a new issue, and I think the member for Kimberley would confirm that she has been raising it 
continuously since around 2013. I share the disappointment of all members that more has not been done on this to 
date. Indeed, there was a long period of time, when the member for Geraldton occupied the government back 
benches, during which we lost a good opportunity to have a go at this issue. But I thank the member for Geraldton 
for raising it today, because I understand that it is very important to his community, so it is appropriate for him to 
take this opportunity to raise it. 
The government, through the Mental Health Commission, is providing approximately $10.8 million to the WA Country 
Health Service for alcohol and other drug treatment services and mental health services in the midwest. As part of 
that $10.8 million, the Community Mental Health Service was provided with an uplift of $2.5 million in 2018–19 
for an enhanced intensive and integrated community mental health model of service for the midwest in order to 
reduce demand on inpatient beds at Geraldton Health Campus. Approximately $7 million has been provided for 
the statewide Specialist Aboriginal Mental Health Service; the midwest will obviously receive its share of that. In 
2019–20, the Mental Health Commission will provide approximately $4.9 million to non-government organisations 
for a range of mental health services and alcohol and drug treatment services in the midwest. 
The issue of suicide—particularly youth suicide—in our Aboriginal communities is gravely concerning. As the 
member will be aware, in May this year we responded to the “Learnings From the Message Stick: The Report of 
the Inquiry into Aboriginal Youth Suicide in Remote Areas” report and the coroner’s report on the inquest into 
Aboriginal deaths in the Kimberley. I have undertaken a range of work with communities in the Kimberley on an 
appropriate response. We are talking about Yamatji country here, but I raise that because one of the interesting 
things that came out of those inquiries is that the number of people who were known to mental health services was 
actually quite small. People in the Kimberley have been talking about what the member just mentioned—that there 
should be greater focus on social and emotional wellbeing, which is about being in a position to identify the 
precursors for that sort of downward trajectory. 
From that point of view, I think the proposal the member spoke of with regard to GRAMS is part of Aboriginal 
communities wanting to be involved in both the co-design and co-production of mental health services. I take this 
opportunity to acknowledge the work of GRAMS; it is a very good organisation. Sandy Davies, the chair of GRAMS, 
and Deb Woods, the CEO, are both well known to me. I have worked with them for many years and I greatly 
respect the work they do, particularly with primary care outreach to places like Mt Magnet and so on, which saves 
huge amounts in government resources because, as the member knows, there is very little primary care in those areas. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: We do not control primary care; that is a responsibility of the federal government, and, as the 
member for North West Central just barked, the pharmacy at Mt Magnet recently closed. We are not responsible 
for pharmacies, either, but it is left to the state health service to pick up the pieces in these situations, and we will 
continue to support those communities. 
We need to have a bigger emphasis on the social and emotional wellbeing of Aboriginal people in these communities. 
As the member observed, this often goes beyond the incidence of mental ill-health; it also goes to the social 
circumstances in which people live, the impact of illicit drugs on their lives and how those create the preconditions 
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for people spiralling downwards in terms of mental health. We have to do more work, and that starts with listening. 
We are continuing to make sure that we have strong dialogues with Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley and 
we commit to doing the same in the midwest and other areas to get a better commitment from everyone in the 
community around these things. 
Our suicide prevention plan for 2015–2020 comes to an end in June next year. We have some funding through to 
the end of 2020, and the future plan to 2025 is currently the work in consultation and release. That will obviously 
provide us with further insights into how we can better fund these sorts of resources. As the member for Geraldton 
pointed out, the government has significantly committed to the upgrade of mental health services in the Geraldton 
area generally, and, in particular, as part of our $77.3 million capital investment in the Geraldton hospital. That 
will include a 12-bed acute psychiatric unit and a mental health observation area in the greatly expanded emergency 
department. That is important because we know that we need to have acute services in the Geraldton area so that 
people will not be forced to travel to Perth to get that sort of secure care. I eagerly anticipate that happening. In 
addition, the member would be aware that we are engaged in the construction of a community mental health step up, 
step down service in the midwest region, with a total capital investment of $5.93 million. That will be operational 
in early 2020–21. The member for Geraldton is right to be concerned about these issues, and I thank him for raising 
them this morning. We will continue to invest strongly in mental health services in the Geraldton and midwest regions. 

SWAN HILLS ELECTORATE — HERITAGE SITES 
Grievance 

MS J.J. SHAW (Swan Hills) [10.00 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Heritage and I thank him for taking 
it. It is about the preservation and protection of sites of heritage value in my electorate. The first is St Mark’s Church 
in Mt Helena, which was deconsecrated on 22 January 2012, after serving the community for over 100 years. This 
site was brought to my attention some months ago by Owen Briffa of the Lost Mundaring and Surroundings local 
history museum. Owen is an extraordinary young man, whom I met very recently at the Hills Billy Cart Festival. 
He had his mobile museum in place, with all sorts of artefacts and photographs. He is very knowledgeable and 
passionate about preserving the hills history. He is 13 years old and drives a re-engagement with the history of the 
hills. He does a wonderful job. He has started a Facebook page and online petition dedicated to saving St Mark’s. 
The church has, unfortunately, fallen into disrepair since deconsecration and has also been subject to senseless 
acts of vandalism. It is very disappointing that people think it is appropriate to callously attack key parts of our 
hills history. I thank the members of the local community in the hills who, even within the last fortnight, have 
taken steps to prevent further vandalism at the church. I understand that St Mark’s will be protected and restored as 
a condition of any transfer and subsequent development of the land. That should occur through the local government 
processes. I acknowledge Owen’s commitment to the preservation of our local history. He is a truly remarkable 
young man. 
The second site is on Betty Street in Chidlow and was brought to my attention by Bob Shepherd, who is an esteemed 
historian and has been working tirelessly to try to have these sites recognised and protected. In preparation for an 
influx of troops from the east coast in response to Pearl Harbour and the Japanese attacks in northern Australia, 
10 staging camps were built in Chidlow. By 1942, Western Australia was the base for around 30 per cent of the 
Australian Army. Most of the 60 000 troops who served in WA in World War II would have spent some time at 
the Chidlow camps. In fact, very recently at a Scouts WA volunteer event, I met Mr Gordon Cargeeg, who was in 
his mid-90s. Only the day before I had been at the site of the Chidlow camps, and he told me about the time that 
he had spent at the Chidlow camps during World War II. It was an extraordinary coincidence. 
Chidlow played an integral, and yet under-acknowledged, role in the defence of this nation. Today, the site provides 
valuable evidence of the activity that formerly occurred there. Indeed, during a recent visit to the site with Bob, who 
also runs walking tours for local community members, another amateur historian was doing some metal detecting on 
the site. He showed us some artefacts that he had found that day on that site in Chidlow. The Chidlow camp sites are 
the only sites on public land close to Perth that have a direct link to many servicemen and servicewomen. We could 
provide a compelling narrative about our responses to Pearl Harbor, the defence of our state and Western Australia’s 
contribution to the national war effort. We could give people a fascinating insight into the daily camp lives of our 
servicemen and servicewomen. The people of Chidlow are proud of our links to this nation’s defence. We celebrate 
and commemorate the service of our men and women each year at our new memorial site in touching ceremonies 
organised by the state’s newest Returned and Services League of Australia branch, which Chidlow has set up. The 
services are held in conjunction with the Chidlow Progress Association. Our local tavern, the Chidlow Tavern, is 
a living museum. The publicans, Norm Brewer and Fran Berry, have completely transformed the place, filling it 
with fascinating memorabilia, including material covering our proud military history. Chidlow could be the location 
of an invaluable community asset that would tell a story of significance to both local and national audiences. 
Recently, the Shire of Mundaring allowed the private development of the site where camp 4 is located, and much 
of the heritage value of that camp has now been, tragically, completely destroyed. This has greatly upset the people 
of Chidlow. Many people are concerned that appropriate steps were not taken to include the site on the shire’s 
municipal inventory and it was, therefore, unprotected. Three other camp sites are still located proximate to the 
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destroyed site. I have been disappointed, and frankly a little confused, by statements made by representatives from 
the Shire of Mundaring about the respective roles of the shire and the state government in the protection of heritage 
sites. The shire has stated that it is for the state to preserve these sites, yet I was under the impression that 
protections are delivered through the planning system and sit squarely in the remit of local government authorities. 
In the hills, we have a deep history and rich heritage that we are very proud of. We have community champions 
who are out there preserving the value of our historical sites in the hills. I am aware that there have been changes 
to the Heritage Act that significantly improve our state heritage regime, but I know that my constituents would 
welcome some clarification of how heritage is protected in Western Australia, and how the different roles of state 
and local governments overlap and relate to one another. I would be grateful if the minister could outline the steps 
that can be taken to protect sites of significance to my community, detail the process to obtain heritage listing and 
clarify the role of local government authorities and the state government in safeguarding places of historical or 
heritage significance. 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [10.07 am]: I thank the member for her 
grievance. This is a very important opportunity to highlight and reinforce the role that local government plays, and 
must play, in the ongoing protection of our state’s assets and heritage. This is a very good and timely grievance. 
First of all, I also acknowledge the heritage warriors the member has in her community and has mentioned, including 
young Owen Biffa. I think I have met Owen and have seen some of his work, which is quite inspirational. He is 
a remarkable young man. His efforts are a wonderful example of young people taking a direct interest in the heritage 
of their local area and the importance of the story of the hills area of our state. I also acknowledge Mr Bob Shepherd, 
whom the member mentioned. I will talk about Mr Shepherd’s efforts with regard to the Chidlow issue particularly. 
I also acknowledge the work of the publicans of the Chidlow Tavern, Norm Brewer and Fran Berry. People like 
Fran and Norm understand that to have a tavern, which is a place of hospitality, is a magnificent opportunity to 
celebrate and share the stories of their local area with people who enjoy their hospitality. I think it is a tremendous 
thing for those people. I know that many other people in the member’s electorate are attuned to the importance 
of heritage. 
I will go through a couple of things. As the member highlighted, the Chidlow camps were overflow facilities for 
servicemen undergoing training and they are located in Betty Street, Chidlow. Prior to the Heritage Act 2019 coming 
into operation, this site was not listed on the state register or, indeed, on what was known as the municipal inventory 
of the Shire of Mundaring. My understanding is that it is still not on the list, and I will talk about that very shortly. 
Thankfully, a member of the public has nominated the site to the Heritage Council for heritage listing. As the 
member may be aware, the council will consider that nomination as part of its work, and determine whether to 
undertake a full heritage assessment at its December meeting; that meeting is imminent. I cannot pre-empt what the 
Heritage Council will do with that, but obviously, the nomination warrants consideration by the Heritage Council. 
I am also a little concerned about mixed messages that the shire may be sending to the community about its role 
in heritage issues. Let me make it very clear: local governments have a critical role in heritage acknowledgement, 
because one of the things they are now required to do under the new act—a McGowan government achievement 
in heritage—is maintain heritage surveys, which replace heritage inventories. These are very important, because 
the local community, through its local shire or council, has the role of ensuring that not only are those surveys up 
to date, but also, indeed, they are always considering other sites and assets of a heritage nature that should be added. 
It is a responsibility of a local government to do that. Many good local governments that do that do it with great 
consultation and in close consultation with their community. The member’s electorate has a large number of people 
who take heritage issues very seriously, and I would urge the shire to understand its role in not only maintaining 
its heritage survey, but also looking very actively at other sites that need and warrant consideration to be on that 
list. This site should be on the list; that is the reality. It allows a layer of protection because it is acknowledged by 
the local community as being an area of significance. The other aspect, of course, is that other protections can be 
gained through planning processes; therefore, through consideration of rezonings and zoning and land use issues, 
the local shire can have a direct influence. It is not right if the shire is giving mixed messages and saying that only 
the state is responsible. That is not correct, and the community needs to understand that and hopefully continue to 
put pressure on the local shire to ensure that it upholds it responsibilities in heritage protection. 
What does heritage listing mean? The entry of a site on the Register of Heritage Places ensures that any future 
changes to a site are made with the approval of the Heritage Council. That is an important process. Generally, the 
Heritage Council is not there to prevent development, but a listing means that there is a recognition of the role of 
the Heritage Council in any proposed development of a particular site. Should the Chidlow camps receive a listing, 
the Heritage Council will be able to consider the proposed development and make recommendations to the 
developers, and, again, I underpin that the shire can play a role in the zoning of that particular area or site. 
The new Heritage Act, which this Labor government passed through this place and is now law, does a number of 
things. It removes interim listings, streamlines the process, cuts red tape and saves the taxpayer money in 
administration costs. It provides a protection against demolition by neglect, a very important component of the 
new act. It retains the same penalty regime, and remember that there are fines of up to $1 million. It has adopted 
the nationally recognised criteria for assessment under the Burra Charter. It clarifies the definition of cultural 
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heritage and overcomes many of the common misconceptions and uncertainties about the current requirement for 
local governments to prepare and regularly review inventories of heritage buildings. The act also clarifies the 
purpose of these surveys as repositories of information on places of local heritage interest to better equip local 
governments to make informed decisions about heritage matters. Get it on the list! That is important. Get it on the 
heritage survey list. In respect of the site raised in the member’s grievance, the Shire of Mundaring has the capacity 
to include the Chidlow army camps in its survey. It has that capacity now, and I urge it to do it. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE  
COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Fourth Report — “Annual Report 2018–19” — Tabling 

MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [10.14 am]: Greetings, Mr Acting Speaker. I present for tabling the fourth 
report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People titled “Annual Report 
2018–19”. 

[See paper 3059.] 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: On behalf of the Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People, who sits in the other place, it is my pleasure to present for tabling the committee’s 
third annual report in the fortieth Parliament. For the purpose of tabling, I will read the chair’s foreword from the 
report. It states — 

During the reporting period, the Committee continued to oversee the work of the Children’s Commissioner 
and in particular, to monitor the progress and outcomes of the Improving the Odds report and the 
Speaking Out Survey. The Committee kept under review the State Government’s ongoing response to 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. As part of this review 
process, the Committee established an inquiry into the child safe standard provisions recommended by 
the Royal Commission. The Committee’s work has highlighted the need to improve oversight provisions 
across the government and non-government sector. 

During the year, our committee had two briefings, 16 deliberative meetings and 21 formal evidence hearings. A total 
of 51 witnesses appeared, two reports were tabled, eight report findings were tabled and two report recommendations 
were tabled. I would like to thank my fellow committee members, Jessica Stojkovski, the member for Kingsley, 
who has become a good friend of mine now — 

Dr A.D. Buti: Everyone is a good friend of yours. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, please. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: Yes. I thank Hon Dr Sally Talbot, the chair, and Hon Donna Faragher for their commitment 
and contribution over the year. I also acknowledge the valuable support of the committee secretariat. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Thirteenth Report — “Annual Report 2018–19” — Tabling 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [10.16 am]: I present for tabling the thirteenth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission titled “Annual Report 2018–19”. 

[See paper 3060.] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I will be brief, but this year has been a big year for corruption fighters and I anticipate that next 
year will likely be even busier. At the outset, I thank the research staff, who work incredibly hard: Vanessa Beckingham, 
the principal research officer, and Lucy Roberts and Sylvia Wolf, the research officers. The 2018–19 reporting 
period has been a particularly busy one for the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission. 
We have continued our oversight role of the work of the Corruption and Crime Commission and the parliamentary 
inspector, while also progressing an inquiry into corruption risk in public procurement. We also began a new inquiry 
into the oversight of investigations into excessive use of force by police officers. As we are required to do by statute, 
we were consulted and had to deliberate on the appointment of acting parliamentary inspectors Hon John Chaney, 
SC, and Matthew Howard, SC. We also played a consultative role in the appointment of the acting Corruption and 
Crime Commissioner, Mr Scott Ellis. 

Members will see from the report that a number of witnesses were called. We had 54 witnesses called, 17 formal 
evidence hearings, 25 deliberative meetings, 10 briefings, four reports tabled and 12 report findings tabled. As 
I said, it was an incredibly busy year covering a diverse range of areas under our brief. During the reporting period, 
three committee members and a staff member attended the International Anti-Corruption Conference in Copenhagen. 
It is the conference to go to, in the sense that there were leading global operatives on governance and anticorruption 
and by attending this conference, we were able to be informed about up-to-date approaches to corruption 
prevention. I have tried to think of what the collective noun might be for corruption fighters. I have decided it must 
be a disinfectant of corruption fighters! Everyone who was anyone was at that conference, so it short-circuited 
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a lot of our inquiries in the area of procurement. The committee is currently engaged in finalising an inquiry into 
corruption risk in public procurement. We anticipate reporting early next year. Due to the complexity of the inquiry 
and the breadth of issues we need to canvass, we have twice extended our reporting date.  
I thank my colleagues Hon Jim Chown, MLC, who is the deputy chair; the member for Kalamunda, 
Mr Matthew Hughes; and Hon Alison Xamon, MLC. Members of the committee were assiduous and very 
conscientious in our inquiries. I particularly want to extend my thanks to those members who filled in admirably 
while I had an extended absence due to illness.  

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
Thirteenth Report — “Knowing What Good Looks Like:  

Challenges in Managing Major Public Sector Contracts” — Tabling 
DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [10.21 am]: I present for tabling the thirteenth report of the Public Accounts Committee 
titled “Knowing What Good Looks Like: Challenges in Managing Major Public Sector Contracts” and submissions 
to the inquiry. 
[See papers 3061 and 3062.] 
Dr A.D. BUTI: In tabling this thirteenth report of the Public Accounts Committee titled “Knowing What Good 
Looks Like: Challenges in Managing Major Public Sector Projects”, it is important and useful to articulate the 
terms of reference of our inquiry; that is — 

The Public Accounts Committee will inquire into and report on public sector contract management 
practices, with a focus on: 

1. the policy frameworks that currently govern public sector contract management in WA; 
2. the extent to which compliance with these frameworks is monitored and reported; 
3. the effectiveness of these frameworks in fostering robust contract management practices 

and capacity within agencies; 
4. the processes by which contract management expertise and good practice within individual 

agencies is identified, developed, and shared across the WA public sector; 
5. the processes and instruments available to ensure agencies can effectively allocate and 

manage commercial and performance risks on major contracts; and  
6. ways to improve or enhance contract management performance across the sector. 

Our inquiry focused on large contracts, which we defined as those valued at $5 million or more. Although we 
acknowledged that this value is somewhat arbitrary, it allowed the committee to focus its inquiry on activity that 
poses a reasonably high level of risk and significance, and imposes a high cost to the state. Whenever one is dealing 
with the use of public funds, it is important to ensure that there is appropriate oversight and credible, workable and 
effective regulation. This is equally important in the procurement process and in the contract management process. 
The current serious corruption allegations emanating from the Department of Communities highlights the importance 
of scrutinising how government procurement is managed and how contracts are managed. However, the terms of 
reference for this inquiry did not focus on potential fraud or misbehaviour, and obviously our committee is not 
in a position to comment further on the allegations. Our report, though, remains timely as it deals with high-level 
preparedness for better management practices on major contracts and for improving control, oversight and transparency 
in pursuit of good public outcomes. This report’s recommendations are aimed at improving the efficiency and 
effectiveness of public sector contract management. I should add that in seeking to guard against corruption, there 
needs to be robust oversight and monitoring of compliance and it is important to ensure that project managers are 
diligent and capable of ensuring that public money expended for goods and services on any project results in those 
goods and services being provided. 
In ensuring effective contract management, experts from the Oxford University Saïd Business School told our 
committee that the following factors are important. The factors listed in the report are — 

• A coherent and consistent policy framework; 
• A rigorous compliance monitoring regime; 
• An active approach to managing contracts; 
• Transparency on contract data and commercial and legal information; 
• A culture of clear accountability; 
• The efficient allocation of risk; 
• An understanding of value as more than the ‘lowest price’; and 
• A high standard of commercial capability.  
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By focusing on these factors, we have sought a better understanding of what good looks like in public sector 
contract management. Although the eight factors are not systematically tracked, our report addresses these aspects 
of good practice. 
In conducting the inquiry, the committee received 18 written submissions and heard evidence from 38 witnesses 
across 11 briefings and hearings in Perth, which led to seven agencies providing detailed responses to follow-up 
questions. We also held discussions with 31 experts and practitioners over nine meetings in the United Kingdom. The 
committee has worked collaboratively throughout the process of receiving and considering this evidence, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work and contribution of my fellow committee members, the 
member for Bateman and deputy chair; the member for Mount Lawley; the member for North West Central; and the 
member for Bicton. Further, on behalf of the committee, I would like to thank our secretariat, principal research 
officer Dr Alan Charlton and research officer Dr Sam Hutchinson, for their excellent assistance with and dedication 
to this inquiry. I would also like to acknowledge the outstanding contribution made to this inquiry by former principal 
research officer Mr Timothy Hughes before he moved to the Office of the Auditor General in July of this year. 
This inquiry logically follows on from our earlier inquiry into the Perth Children’s Hospital project, in which we 
observed notable shortcomings in the management of contracts. During that inquiry, we also heard evidence from 
the State Solicitor, Mr Nicholas Egan, who expressed concern with the quality of contract management in the public 
service in Western Australia. The State Solicitor reinforced these views when appearing before the committee in 
this current inquiry. We also note in the report this observation from the Auditor General — 

‘some agencies are not following their own approved practices or widely accepted good practice in 
contract management.’  

Likewise, it is noted in the report that, in evidence to the committee, the Department of Finance witness said — 
‘Shortcomings of contract management appear to be embedded in the culture and processes within agencies.’  

Further, three recent public sector inquiries—namely, by the service priority review, the CEO Working Group on 
Public Sector Efficiency and special inquirer Mr John Langoulant—reinforced the need for reform in public sector 
contract management practices. To this effect, key public sector agencies are currently undertaking an ambitious 
program of reform in response to the recommendations of those earlier reports. Under these proposed reforms, the 
Department of Finance will be the functional lead for all government procurement. In addition, the Department of 
Treasury is leading reform of government trading enterprises to standardise and streamline their governance 
arrangements and operations. 
Before continuing, though, it is important to acknowledge that there are many examples of good contract management 
in the public service. It is also noted in the report that the Auditor General told us — 

‘every day in government, many, many services are delivered successfully under contract.’  
Even though the State Solicitor was critical of the quality of contract management, he also acknowledged that 
there are examples in the public service of well-managed contracts. However, there is room for much improvement 
in the management of contracts by the public service and we believe that the 42 findings and 30 recommendations 
in the report I am tabling today as Chair of the Public Accounts Committee can assist the reform process. We 
respectfully submit that adopting our recommendations will enhance the rigour of the state’s contract management 
policies and practices, hopefully generating substantial public savings and freeing up resources to deliver important 
and critical public services for Western Australians. We cannot stress enough how important it is to ensure that 
we have the best possible contract management practices in place, as we are dealing with significant amounts of 
public funds. For example, one government report said that the state spent $14.7 billion on goods and services in 
a single year, and the public health sector has contracts valued at about $20 billion, with hundreds of staff directly 
involved in their management. Such figures reinforce the timeliness and importance of our report and the need for 
government and the public service to give careful consideration to the changes we propose. 
At a high policy and governance level, which this report is pitched at, we found that public sector contract management 
frameworks, policies and processes were fragmented and complicated and unevenly monitored and reported, with 
deficient support systems for the personnel managing contracts. We hope that the reforms being pursued by the 
Departments of Finance and Treasury on procurement and contract management will contribute to a more coherent 
policy framework that should improve contract management outcomes. Even allowing for the size and variability of 
the public sector, the framework surrounding contract management is overly complicated, with significant variation 
in legislation, regulations, policies, frameworks, matrices, international agreements, Treasurer’s instructions, 
Premier’s circulars and guidelines that contract managers might need to consult. We submit that this complexity 
and variation is in large part due to the arbitrary distinction between the types of contract that exist in the current 
system. This is far from ideal, as the type of entity involved can impact the expectations and policies involved. 
It is disconcerting that we found inconsistencies in overseeing and monitoring procurement and contract management. 
Although the State Tender Review Committee and the Community Services Procurement Review Committee have 
significant roles in monitoring compliance with State Supply Commission policies, there are knowledge gaps and 
undue reliance on passive measures to monitor performance. We recognise and acknowledge that, since 2017, the 
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State Supply Commission has been reviewing agency audits to assess their compliance with the State Supply 
Commission policies; however, more needs to be done to capture and analyse data around agency compliance. We 
believe that Treasury should increase the rigour with which it monitors and enforces agencies to comply with the 
strategic asset management framework. 
I would like to stress our recommendation that, as part of the ongoing public service reform programs, contract 
management plans that are independently assessed for their rigour should be made mandatory for all major 
contracts that are high value and high risk, or low value and high risk, whether they be for goods and services, capital 
works or government trading enterprises. Further, any decision to self-exempt from such requirements should be 
independently interrogated by the Department of Finance, and results of these assessments should be included in 
the annual report. 
Our inquiry and the findings in this report highlight concerns we have with the public sector’s allocation of risk and 
accountability. We believe that the Department of Finance should implement the special inquiry’s recommendation 
to add litigation risk to compulsory contract register information. Further, there needs to be clearer guidance and 
process to determine when the State Solicitor’s Office should become involved in high-value, high-risk or significant 
contracts. We also recommend that government should prohibit the contracting out of proportionate liability. On 
accountability, we believe it would be wise for the Western Australian public service to look to the United Kingdom, 
where senior project managers are individually accountable for reporting outcomes of projects and contracts. In 
addition, if the state can become better at being a good client, it will assist contractors to better understand what 
they need to do and what they should expect from the state. 
The Public Accounts Committee was concerned with the fragmented transparency of major contracts in 
Western Australia. There are no comprehensive cross-sector requirements to make contract information public. 
This results in insufficient information on contract performance and management being easily accessible to 
Parliament and the public. Also, there appears to be no clear whole-of-government guidelines for dealing with issues 
of commercial-in-confidence and public disclosure. We believe this information should be publicly available. 
Submissions and information the committee received from the Western Australian public service and third parties 
within this state and the United Kingdom raised the question of what we mean by “value for money”. In 
Western Australia, low cost still appears to be the default measure for determining value. This approach can be 
problematic. Western Australia needs to follow the lead of other jurisdictions in providing clear and strong guidance 
in dealing with unusually low bids. We believe that the Department of Finance, in developing the procurement 
reform program, should develop an unusually low bids policy, taking into consideration similar initiatives in 
Queensland and the United Kingdom. Further, in Western Australia there is little clear guidance on how agencies 
recognise, measure or report social value. This makes it difficult for agencies to include social and non-financial 
measures in their procurement processes and harder for contract managers to ensure they are being achieved. Given 
the potential for major government contracts to have a significant impact on the public, this is a significant 
deficiency in the management of contracts in the Western Australian public service. 
As noted by the Service Priority Review — 

The amount of WA’s annual procurement expenditure means there is potential for its purchasing 
decisions to drive community benefits in other areas. This would require adjusting procurement policy 
settings beyond narrow conceptions of value towards a framework that allows the government of the day 
to include consideration of other legitimate government objectives. 

Similarly, several witnesses to our inquiry such as the Department of Communities, the Auditor General and the 
Construction, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and Energy Union submitted that a focus on cost to the exclusion of 
other considerations might not be the best approach for getting the best service or outcome for the community. 
Some government policies expand the notion of best value to include wider issues such as social impact—for 
example, the Western Australian industry participation strategy, which came into effect under the Western Australian 
Jobs Act 2017, the Buy Local policy and the Aboriginal procurement policy. But much more needs to be done in this 
area. Western Australia should look to other jurisdictions such as the United Kingdom and the Australian Capital 
Territory in developing policies for measuring and giving greater importance to including social value criteria in 
contracts for major projects. 
Finally, more needs to be done within the public service to recognise the importance of contract management and the 
ongoing development of relevant skills. Although we applaud the development of a procurement competency matrix 
that identifies the key competencies required by procurement professionals in Western Australia, we believe it should 
be mandatory. Similarly, while some training programs have been developed, they, too, are optional. This stands in 
stark contrast with the situation in the United Kingdom, where a set of professional qualifications and requirements 
have been developed and are now compulsory. The Western Australian government should follow the lead of the 
Victorian government, which has turned to the United Kingdom in developing and implementing its training program. 
This latest report by the Public Accounts Committee complements our previous work, other recent public sector 
reviews and current public sector reforms to the state’s contract management policies and practices. We respectfully 
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submit that it is crucial that the recommendations within this report are carefully considered and positively acted 
on. This is crucial for the proper allocation and spending of public funds and the effective and efficient delivery 
of services and facilities in Western Australia. 
Before sitting down, I reiterate some points in conclusion. First, good contract management is an important part of 
the broader procurement processes and is crucial to our state, but it has not always received the attention it deserves. 
Second, it is key to point out that many, many contracts are well run and provide what they are set out to do. Third, 
we applaud the reform program in place, led by the Department of Finance, which looks at specific activity and 
broader frameworks, but it also needs to think about the whole-of-sector picture and analysis. Fourth, outsourcing is 
an enormous part of executive government—approximately $14.7 billion per annum—therefore, this report is very 
important. Fifth, Western Australia’s current framework is overly complicated, with a split between goods and 
services and capital works contracts without clear benefit or rationale for that division, and more than 20 separate 
acts, regulations, policies, guidelines and other things that a manager might need to look at. Sixth, there is 
inconsistency in the oversight and monitoring of contract compliance. Seventh, there is much more work that needs 
to be done in risk allocation and accountability. Eighth, transparency is limited. There is too much concern over 
commercial confidentiality and many in the public sector appear to not be well informed about legal liability. Ninth, 
more work needs to be done on value for money for both the procurement process and, more so, managing contracts. 
Tenth, there is an urgent need to improve the contract management capability of the Western Australian public 
service by mandating appropriate and relevant training programs. We could take a leaf out of the UK and Victoria’s 
books and develop compulsory qualifications for contract managers. I commend this timely report to Parliament. 
MRS L.M. O’MALLEY (Bicton) [10.40 am]: Today, we, the Public Accounts Committee, table the thirteenth report 
titled “Knowing What Good Looks Like: Challenges in Managing Major Public Sector Contracts”. I do so with 
admiration and gratitude to the many open and generous individuals across agencies, departments and jurisdictions 
for their willingness to share with our committee the good, the bad and, occasionally, the ugly of managing major 
public sector contracts. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our chair, Dr Tony Buti, member for 
Armadale, for his leadership and guidance throughout our task, my fellow committee members: the deputy chair, 
the member for Bateman; the member for Mount Lawley; and the member for North West Central for their 
diligence and effort. I acknowledge and extend my sincere gratitude to our secretariat—Mr Timothy Hughes, 
Dr Alan Charlton and Dr Sam Hutchinson—for their commitment and outstanding work in the creation of this report. 
Recent events of mismanagement and worse within the public sector have highlighted the need for a body of work 
such as contained in this report. However, our committee is certainly not the first nor the only one that is aware of the 
necessity for investigation and recommendation of change across the sector in the area of contract practice. This 
report follows on from other bodies of work, which focused on reform. Although this report is a standalone document, 
it contains findings and recommendations that, if accepted and adopted, have the capacity to improve the proper 
allocation and spending of public funds. The report’s recommendations together with other reform recommendations 
and actions already undertaken following the service priority review, the CEO Working Group on Public Sector 
Efficiency and the report by special inquirer Mr John Langoulant creates an opportunity for transformation within 
the public sector to ensure effective and efficient delivery of services and facilities for Western Australians. 
That is not to say that good practice in contract management is not happening currently. There certainly are 
examples where this is the case, and it is important that acknowledgement is made. However, this should be the 
standard, not the stand out, and the 42 findings and 30 recommendations in this report provide guidance for this to 
become the case. I would like to focus my contribution to this report tabling on some recurring key topics or themes 
that helped inform our deliberations throughout the hearing and inquiry stage. 
Oversight, transparency, accountability and value were words and, more broadly, themes consistently raised with 
the committee across agencies, departments and throughout jurisdictions both here and internationally. Members 
will need to read the report for a full exploration of these themes. In summary, we found that good oversight is 
vital and that inconsistencies in oversight and monitoring of contract management and procurement can lead to 
serious issues, including corruption.  
Transparency plays an integral part of this oversight, and fragmentation of this transparency, particularly for 
commercial-in-confidence matters, is problematic. Further, good oversight and accountability at agency level or 
above does not diminish the need for personal accountability, and in fact this was highlighted as being an especially 
beneficial feature of contract management in the UK. 
Finally, the notion of value was a really interesting area of discussion. The question of what is meant by “value for 
money” was a topic of great debate as we expanded on the concept of meaning going beyond one of purely cost. 
We found that unusually low bids for contracts should be a red flag and be taken very seriously during consideration. 
Entering contracts on a low-cost preferential basis is not necessarily a good measure of the success of that contract 
being completed on time and on budget. In doing so, we risk missing out on important social value benefits such 
as creating opportunities for disadvantaged communities and local content and local jobs, to name just a few. 
I highly recommend reading chapter 6 of the report if this is an area of personal interest to members. I commend 
this report to the house. 
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MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [10.44 am]: I rise to also speak on this committee report, the 
thirteenth report, titled “Knowing What Good Looks Like: Challenges in Managing Major Public Sector Contracts”. 
It is a simple heading but very timely as it investigates the way government operates its contracts. 
Firstly, I will want to acknowledge the chair, the member for Armadale, for his hard work and diligence when it 
comes to chairing the Public Accounts Committee. I want to thank my fellow colleagues, the member for Bateman, 
deputy chair; the member for Mount Lawley; and the member for Bicton. A committee cannot perform unless 
it has good staff, so I say thank you to the principal research officer, Dr Alan Charlton, and research officer, 
Sam Hutchinson, who have done an amazing job; and Timothy Hughes, who has moved to the Office of the 
Auditor General. He has played a major role in the Public Accounts Committee for not only us, but also past 
committees. I just want to say thank you, Tim, and all the best in your future endeavours. 
This report highlights that over 20 different policies and pieces of legislation for government agencies create 
a whole lot of confusion. Having over 20 acts and government policies, frameworks, matrices, international 
agreements, Treasurer’s Instructions, Premier’s circulars, and guidelines that contract managers might need to 
consult, I think, is a recipe for disaster and it needs to be simplified. The first recommendation states — 

… the Minister for Finance should seek to simplify the policy framework for procurement and contract 
management. 

I refer to the “Chair’s foreword”, which states — 
There are some government policies that go towards expanding the notion of best value to also include 
wider issues such as social impact, for example, the ‘Western Australian Industry Participation Strategy’ 
(which is given effect via the Western Australian Jobs Act 2017), the ‘Buy Local Policy’ and the 
‘Aboriginal Procurement Policy’. 

Perhaps a future Public Accounts Committee should review this to see how the Western Australian Jobs Act is 
actually progressing. Is it getting the results it has set out? As the local member for North West Central, I can point 
to a couple of areas where infrastructure is being built but I cannot see how the Western Australian Jobs Act benefits 
local businesses or hits the right amount of procurement for local contractors. I think a future Public Accounts 
Committee needs to review the act to make sure it is working; and, if not, why not? It would ensure that the 
Buy Local policy, which is integral for regional businesses, is adhered to. 
This committee report obviously needs a ministerial response to it, and I refer back to the Western Australian 
Jobs Act. It gives the Premier, who is responsible for replying to this committee report, an opportunity to respond 
as to how the Western Australian Jobs Act is progressing. Is it meeting its targets? Does it have targets to ensure 
that the Buy Local policies are being adhered to? That will be critical. It is the responsibility of the Premier to see 
how that bill is progressing. 
Recommendation 13 of the Public Accounts Committee report states — 

The Minister for Finance should ensure that there is a clear and logical process to determine when the 
State Solicitor’s Office becomes involved in high value, high risk or significant contracts, with a minimum 
expectation that the State Solicitor’s Office be informed of all such contracts. 

An inquiry was conducted into the Department of Transport when the Huawei contract was given and there seemed 
to be little or no oversight or involvement by the State Solicitor’s Office, and that occurred under this government. 
Recommendation 13 is a good example of what is still occurring, despite the Western Australian Jobs Act 2017. 
A lot of issues involving contracts are presently being played out, whether it be through the Corruption and Crime 
Commission, police or media. Some of those practices still occur. In my mind, recommendation 13, to involve the 
State Solicitor’s Office, is critical when it comes to high-value, high-risk or significant contracts. It should be part 
of ensuring that the government is protected and, therefore, the taxpayers of Western Australia are also protected, 
knowing that they are involved in delivering projects, whether they are high-value, high-risk or significant contracts 
to the state. 
I will conclude by referring to chapter 6, which the member for Bicton highlighted as a very important chapter in 
the report. It is not just about value for dollar. Paragraph 6.14 states — 

The CFMEU suggested that ‘around 70 per cent of all government projects are based purely on price.’ It 
also submitted that ‘Competition on cost alone has driven adversarial relationships in the construction 
industry, with companies looking to drive down labour costs.’ The CFMEU’s view was that the State 
‘must take the lead in determining best practice procurement models which allow the community to be 
assured that projects are being delivered not only at lowest price but at greatest dividend.’ 

That sums up how it is not about the price, but about ensuring we get value for money on a jobs level and on a social 
level, and ensuring that the project will be delivered with the expectations of what that department or government 
sets out to deliver. The Construction, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and Energy Union hit the nail on the head. 
I congratulate the CFMEU for its submission to this inquiry. It is an eye-opener when it comes to contracts in this 
state and is something that requires more work by this government and future governments, and also public 
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accounts committees, to ensure that we have a robust and transparent system and a system that is simplified so that 
every department and every agency can participate within the same parameters to ensure that transparency and 
value for money is being delivered for government and, therefore, the taxpayers of Western Australia. 
Overall, I congratulate my colleagues. It is a valid report for government. I hope the government and the Premier 
take note of the recommendations and look at ways in which the government can review its legislation to see 
whether it is working. I have evidence to suggest that the WA Jobs Act needs a little ironing out. That is something 
on which the Premier can report back to this house to see how it is working and whether it is working at all. 
MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley) [10.54 am]: I rise to make a contribution to the tabling of the Public Accounts 
Committee report “Knowing What Good Looks Like: Challenges in Managing Major Public Sector Contracts”. 
I echo the sentiments expressed by fellow members of the committee. I take up the last point raised by the member 
for North West Central about the evidence that was provided to the committee by the Construction, Forestry, 
Maritime, Mining and Energy Union. In correspondence to the committee, it states — 

The community expects the government to deliver the services and infrastructure we need, and to ensure 
work undertaken in the interests of the people is done so ethically, responsibly and in line with their 
expectations of proper behaviour. 
While the government may outsource the delivery of projects, they cannot outsource … their obligations 
to the community. 

This is not the first, and will not be the last, report on contract management and government procurement. Time 
and cost overruns in major public projects remain all too frequent. However, as all members who have spoken 
have indicated, this report could not be more timely. The recommendations in the report indicate the many benefits 
to the community of what the committee proposes. I will talk first about the standardisation of procedures. The 
member for North West Central spoke about simplifying and standardising contract management processes. As 
we move into an era of e-data and data analytics, we can interrogate much more readily and much more quickly 
the data that is provided if there are standardised formats for the procurement of government services. We can 
more readily identify anomalous behaviour in that dataset. 
The second thing the committee seeks to have implemented is the streamlining of processes by removing old or 
inactive agencies. We debated legislation yesterday on the redundant WA Building Management Authority. 
Members can see that there are attendant benefits there. 
The third point I raise, cognisant of the sub judice convention in standing order 91, is that a good contract 
management process will hopefully allow us to avoid costly litigation, such as that reported in The West Australian 
today, at page 9 under the heading “Not what the doctor ordered: Children’s hospital could cost us another $300m”. 
Even though that is another report on contract management and procurement, this builds on the work the committee 
has already done on the inquiry into the Perth Children’s Hospital and provides further recommendations for the 
government to act on. 
They are some general comments, but I want to draw out two elements of the report in further detail at this tabling. 
Both of these points have been raised by other members, and for that I am grateful, but I want to emphasise them. 
The member for North West Central has already taken members to the evidence provided at paragraph 6.14 by 
Mr Buchan, the secretary of the Construction, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and Energy Union. Members have already 
talked about looking beyond cost. I draw members’ attention to paragraphs 6.21 to 6.24. Paragraph 6.21 states — 

Our inquiry, and previous government inquiries on related topics, have held concerns about ways of 
measuring and assessing value. In many cases, the concern rested on how to look beyond cost, and how 
contracts could bring value to communities as a whole. 

Paragraph 6.23 states — 
Indeed, the Service Priority Review itself concluded that: 

The amount of WA’s annual procurement expenditure means there is potential for its purchasing 
decisions to drive community benefits in other areas. 

This is precisely consistent with what the member for North West Central said when he quoted the secretary of the 
CFMEU. The report continues — 

This would require adjusting procurement policy settings beyond narrow conceptions of value 
towards a framework that allows the government of the day to include consideration of other 
legitimate government objectives. 

Paragraph 6.24 states — 
Witnesses to our inquiry expressed similar views. The CFMEU, for example, criticised the current definition 
of value‐for‐money as ‘very narrow’, and argued for ‘a broader measure of value.’ The Auditor General 
told us that this focus on cost, to the exclusion of other considerations, carries potential flow‐on effects 
for quality and local community benefits. That is, the easiest procurement decision to justify might not be 
the best decision for getting the best service or outcome for the community.  
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In this regard we were advised, and are keen to convey, that there is an opportunity now to look at the good 
examples of other jurisdictions. In Queensland, we should look at the unusually low bids framework, which the 
member for Bicton has already mentioned; in the UK, the Public Services (Social Value) Act; in Victoria, the 
social procurement framework; and in the ACT, the Secure Local Jobs Code. I re-emphasise that point having 
regard to the comments of the member for North West Central about our own efforts in that vein with the 
Western Australian Jobs Act.  
The other main point I want to highlight is the emphasis we place on the public sector being a good client. I direct 
members’ attention to several paragraphs, finding 23 and recommendation 16 — 

4.38 Contracts are always at least two-party mechanisms. While this inquiry has focused on what the 
public sector needs to do to manage its contracts well, we have inevitably been drawn at times 
to the processes involved in making a contract. 

4.39 For the most part the focus on good contracting has involved proper and necessary effort at 
inward-looking improvement, led by Finance. … Part of this will involve a change of mindset. 
In particular, it will mean moving from being predominantly self-protective to becoming 
a ‘good’ or ‘model’ client.  

4.40 Consult Australia was particularly interested in the notion. It proffered a framework for model 
client behaviour— 

That is, to build on a concept that is well known to the legal practitioners; namely, the state is a model litigant in 
court processes and perhaps in contracting processes we should look to become a model client. It continues — 

It believed this approach would improve the position for consultants and government together: 
… 

4.41 The CFMEU also believed in the benefits of adopting a similar approach. It said that government 
needed to become an ‘informed purchaser of infrastructure’.  

This ties in with what I mentioned earlier about the UK supplier code of conduct.  
4.43 Part of being a good client means being open to various forms of contracting arrangement, and 

using those that best suit the project or service type. Consult Australia and the CFMEU both 
understood that better performance would come from less traditional types of contracting. The 
CFMEU believed that alliance arrangements, like the one involved in the construction of Fiona 
Stanley Hospital, was less combative and led to better outcomes.  

I want to re-emphasise those two points. It provides an opportunity for us to look beyond the lowest possible price 
and look towards value for money—findings 34 and 35 and recommendation 24—and it provides us with an 
opportunity to give serious consideration to the state becoming a good or model client. I draw members’ attention 
to finding 23 and recommendation 16. 
I want to finish by thanking the staff of the committee, Dr Alan Charlton and Dr Sam Hutchinson, and echo what 
members have said about the fantastic work of Tim Hughes, the former principal research officer for the committee. 
I have alluded to all the contributions made in the tabling of this report, but I want to finish by thanking my fellow 
members of the committee. The rapport and working relationship that has emerged in the committee is a testament 
to all members. The fostering of community interest is a particular testament to the efforts of our chair, the member 
for Armadale. It comes as no surprise to me that this committee is once again tabling a unanimous report. 
I commend the report and I thank my fellow members of the committee.  

EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 
Eighth Report — “A Better Connected Future:  

Opportunities for Digital Innovation in Secondary Education” — Tabling 
MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [11.03 am]: I present the eighth report of the Education and Health Standing 
Committee titled “A Better Connected Future: Opportunities for Digital Innovation in Secondary Education”. 
I table also the submissions to the inquiry.  
[See papers 3063 and 3064.]  
Ms J.M. FREEMAN: This inquiry made 21 findings and 11 recommendations, which is not many, and I want to 
go through one of the reasons for that. This inquiry followed up on the Auditor General’s report of 2016 on whether 
information, communication and technology in public schools is appropriately planned and managed and whether 
public schools can access the information, communication and technology advice and support they need.  
The Auditor General’s report indicated that the last strategy, the vision strategy, was from 2014 to 2016, and that 
remains the case. The report indicated also that absent in its vision were implementation plans and strategies and 
a measurement for progress. The Auditor General at the time recommended an updated vision. The Education and Health 
Standing Committee also looked at the Public Accounts Committee follow-up that it did on the Auditor General’s 
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report. An undertaking was given at that time to the Public Accounts Committee, and the education department 
advised that an ICT vision statement would be published by 30 October 2018. In June 2019, before embarking on 
this inquiry, the Education and Health Standing Committee invited the education department to talk about what it 
was doing about the Auditor General and Public Accounts Committee reports. The committee was advised that 
the vision would be tabled imminently. On that basis, we had full and frank discussion about the potential for ICT 
in schooling, particularly around engaging unengaged students. Given the understanding at that time that the vision 
was imminent, the committee considered it would be timely to consider how digital innovation could assist 
secondary students, particularly to learn anything, anywhere, anytime.  
Indeed, in embarking on the inquiry, the committee anticipated that it would be assisted by the vision in contributing 
to a really important area in our community of learning not only about technology, but also with technology. 
Unfortunately, the vision was not produced, so the committee continued to focus on how digital technology in 
secondary schools could increase student engagement and reduce absenteeism and what was available. It was clear 
to the committee that without a clear information communication technology vision, strategy or implementation 
plan, implementation in secondary schools was uneven and unsystematic. It is really important that we look at 
issues around learning more than just about technology. The committee did that and on pages 13 and 14 of the 
report there are some really great case studies on how they are applied in other parts of Australia. When we visited 
other schools, we saw some great case studies of how information technology was being used by a couple of them, 
particularly Merredin College and Cecil Andrews College. They were both great examples of what should happen.  
The difficulty the committee continuously came up against was that there was no overall vision or strategy. Ad hocery 
seems to be occurring currently. Recommendation 1 is the core recommendation of this report—that is, that the 
department produce its vision. Also, if the vision on learning outcomes from implementation is not available, the 
department should at least release its infrastructure component—the nuts and bolts of what it wants to deliver into 
our secondary schools. When the Department of Education came back to us, we asked again for the ICT vision 
statement, given that we had been told about it in June. The department came back to speak to us again in a hearing 
and we were told that the ICT vision statement was being expanded to encompass aspects as important as student 
engagement, teaching practices and learning outcomes, but it was disappointing that the committee was not given 
any guiding principles. We were also disappointed that the Department of Education’s key provider of technology 
to schools, Solutions IT, did not respond to the committee’s request to put in a submission. The committee also 
requested it to attend a hearing. It was very disappointing that we could not gain a greater understanding of what 
is being delivered to our secondary schools by a key provider of technology to schools. 
We did not do a survey on each individual school; that was not our job. We wanted to value-add, but it is difficult 
to do that when there is no overarching set of guiding principles to look at and say, “The committee can go and 
talk to academics or other people in the field”, although we did receive submissions from Edith Cowan University. 
However, it is still not entirely clear that the Department of Education has a good understanding of what is being 
used in schools. 
I will talk about this a bit more later, but one of the issues of the modern era is data harvesting. If schools use 
Google or other applications, there is the risk that students’ data may be harvested. We need to be aware of those 
things. The committee certainly welcomed the October 2019 announcement that the bandwidth would be increased 
to 100 kilobits per second per use. We recognise the importance of fast and reliable internet, and that announcement 
was absolutely in response to that. Many of the submissions emphasised the importance of connectivity. Indeed, 
Edith Cowan University, in its submission, recommended a wholesale review of the way in which access to the 
internet is made available to government schools. In saying that we welcomed that announcement, I alert members to 
table 3.1 on page 41 of the report, which outlines a bandwidth comparison between three states—Western Australia, 
South Australia and New South Wales. This was a major issue in many of the submissions, including the 
submission from the Computing Association of WA, which said that when it canvassed its members in preparation 
for its hearing with the committee, there was an explosion of comments on the topic of bandwidth and connectivity. 
Table 3.1 is headed “Comparison of bandwidth delivery to schools across three states”. I urge members and the 
Department of Education to look at that table. It is clear that if we want to be competitive in the highly competitive 
education sector across Australia, we need to take ECU’s advice to undertake a review to ensure that our bandwidth 
meets the requirements of our schools. 
Bandwidth is the amount of data that can be delivered to each student, and it is necessary because in terms of what 
it delivers, it relies on clear digital education learning goals. We are not saying bandwidth for bandwidth’s sake; 
we are saying, “We accept that what you deliver into schools in terms of the capacity for bandwidth relies on clear 
digital education learning goals.” Those goals can range from simple individual classroom use of devices, to a more 
rich, digital-based curriculum across schools, to media-rich technology use. The issue is that there is no vision or 
strategy around that. Yes, it is great that we have more bandwidth, but we need an understanding of how that 
bandwidth is used and whether it is sufficient for achieving what we want our secondary students to achieve in the 
future. Programs are championed by fantastic and very skilled teachers and leaders, but it is clear to us that the 
education department needs fewer ad hoc, school-by-school programs, and a broader strategy commitment for 
delivery to all secondary schools. 
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Table 3.2 on page 42 shows the ad hoc nature of program delivery. It is headed, “Costings for secondary 
schools/sites using the School Managed Internet program”. We can see that Bunbury Senior High School pays 
$1 150 a month for a 100 megabits per second bandwidth, while Australind Senior High School pays $120 a month 
for the same bandwidth. Something would seem to be amiss if there is such a difference in what high schools are 
paying for the same bandwidth. There are some issues around whether it is residential-type bandwidth or business 
bandwidth. I obviously took an interest in Balga Senior High School, which was paying more than $1 000 a month 
for 100 megabits per second, while Ashdale Senior College was using exactly the same bandwidth and paying 
$799 a month for 400 megabits per second. That is considerably more for considerably less. When we spoke to 
Balga, it was unaware of this. It was at the beginning of its negotiations to arrange its internet speed, and suddenly 
I was saying, “Well, there’s a school that’s getting the same amount for considerably less.” We are really concerned 
about how that is operating. The nuts and bolts seem to be that it is something that can be delivered at this point 
in time, even if some of the other aspects of the vision cannot be. 

The report also details Bring Your Own Device programs at page 47. We note the government’s welcomed and 
well-received announcement on mobile phones, but we also note in our findings that at least half of all secondary 
schools have Bring Your Own Device programs. Victoria has now embarked on a pretty much complete Bring Your 
Own Device program in secondary schools because of the nature of technology and the fact that kids want to bring 
in more technology. Victoria has a policy for BYOD, assistance with insurance and assistance for people who 
would not otherwise be able to afford these technologies. Again, without any vision or any sort of strategy around 
this, some schools may require students to bring their own devices. Each school has their own policy around that. 

I briefly spoke about data harvesting, and the report goes into some of those issues at page 53. There is a recent 
commonwealth government report titled “Artificial Intelligence and Emerging Technologies in Schools”. 
University of Newcastle Associate Professor Erica Southgate, who we got to talk to, said something that was 
particularly important. She stated — 

It is particularly an issue when artificial intelligence is infused into applications, because you cannot 
really tell it is there. For most artificial intelligence, you cannot tell that it is there; it is working in the 
background. It is harvesting lots of data. Often we do not now know what data we are giving away. 

That is something we have to be really cognisant of, and it needs to be considered in the Department of Education’s 
vision. Recommendation 8 is that the vision statement — 

… must include principles related to technical, social and ethico-legal aspects of digital technologies and 
the regular training required for teachers on these aspects. 

Finally, I want to congratulate those school leaders and teachers who are at the forefront of this area and delivering 
great teachings and learnings into our schools with digital education. I want to thank our research officers, Sarah Palmer 
and Jovita Hogan, and all the other members of the committee. In particular, I want to thank the member for Nedlands, 
the deputy chair, Mr Bill Marmion, who will no longer be sitting on the committee. As the chair, I thank him. He 
has always been extremely bipartisan in how this committee has done its work, and I think we have done great 
committee reports. They have never been released to big fanfare—we have received some international media 
attention—but they have made a change. We did a report on vocational education and training in schools and from 
that we have seen quite effective and ongoing change that will benefit students in our schools. I believe that when 
we get the response from government to our report on type 2 diabetes, that will also have an impact. That is one of 
my main goals for this committee—that is, to add value to departments and to the Parliament so that our community 
has a better health system and education system. 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [11.21 am]: I would also like to talk about the eighth report of the Education and Health 
Standing Committee, “A Better Connected Future: Opportunities for Digital Innovation in Secondary Education”. 
In doing so, I wish to acknowledge the efforts of my fellow committee members: the chair, the member for 
Mirrabooka, who was energetic and engaged in this whole inquiry; and I also join in recognising the efforts of the 
deputy chair, who as per the motion that was given notice of yesterday, is apparently leaving us to carry out other 
duties. The member for Nedlands has always been a very engaging, dedicated and valuable member of the committee, 
given his long experience in public service, as a minister, and a consultant engineer before that. He brings a breadth 
of knowledge of Western Australian industry and history going right back to the Marmion family, who were 
very early settlers in the area. Anybody who travels to the northern suburbs will be aware of Marmion Avenue, 
Marmion Reef and all those areas. They are very entrenched into Western Australia. 

These committees also include backbenchers such as myself and the member for Kimberley. She has a degree of 
regional interest and a special interest in the welfare of people from her district and Aboriginal people especially. 
She does a great job. The member for Wanneroo, who I do not think is here today, has experience in education and 
is a valuable member of the committee as well. Of course, these reports do not write themselves. We have the 
assistance of our excellent research staff—Dr Sarah Palmer, who I think is busily uploading this information on the 
webpage, and Jovita Hogan. Thanks very much to them for their very professional efforts and for putting together 
this report. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 28 November 2019] 9591 

 

This report examines the rollout and role of technology in schools—technology both as a tool and as an area of 
learning. As we examined it, we saw that it means many different things in many different schools—how it has 
been taken up and how it is being somewhat ignored. Prior to commencing the inquiry proper, we had a preliminary 
visit to Hale School some time ago. We saw the technology at Hale provide opportunities that would have become 
available only in very recent years. Those opportunities were helping to bridge the gap between students who were 
struggling with learning and the expectation of what would be a normal level of performance for most students of 
a given age and stage. Equally, students who were not so challenged and may have special interests were able to 
follow those interests in many exciting ways. As I said, when the members of this place were at school, some of 
those technologies had not been considered or thought of. Hale was also extensively engaging with technology 
with regional and feeder schools in an endeavour to support and assist those schools. Let us face it, I guess it was 
also to market its wares to the students at those schools. When I think back to the engagement of the students at 
Hale and some other schools we saw during the inquiry proper, it was a contrast to the austere and disengaged 
learning environment that we encountered at a government school in a regional area. 
It is clear that technology, if fairly distributed and resourced and backed up with willing, engaged and energetic 
teaching staff, as we saw in some schools, especially at another regional school we visited, has the opportunity to 
bridge the gap in opportunity that exists for students right across the state. Unfortunately, if access, the equipment, 
or the engagement of staff is not similar in all schools, I fear that the wonderful technology that could help to 
bridge that gap will only further disadvantage those who are already marginalised. As can be seen in table 3.1 of 
this report, the expectation of bandwidth per student in New South Wales is 50 times more than that envisaged for 
Western Australia. Given the geographic dispersion of Western Australia’s population, that figure is unacceptable. 
That is a challenge for the Department of Education in the future—that is, to ensure that technology helps and is 
provided and gives assistance to everyone in their educational journey, no matter where they are in the state. If we do 
not do that, all we will end up doing is making sure that people who are further away from the centre, who already 
suffer educational disadvantage, will be left further behind in the dust. It is a great opportunity, but I believe the 
education department needs to look very seriously at ensuring that this educational opportunity is available to 
everyone equally right across the state. 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [11.27 am]: I rise to also speak on the 
eighth report from the Education and Health Standing Committee, “A Better Connected Future: Opportunities for 
Digital Innovation in Secondary Education”. I think this is one of the most significant reports that the committee 
has tabled over the last three years that I have been on the committee. I think every member of this house should 
read it. Before I talk about the report, I want to echo the thoughts of the member for Moore. I thank the chair of 
the committee, the member for Mirrabooka; the member for Moore; the member for Kimberley; and the member 
for Wanneroo for the excellent work they have done and the learning I have acquired in this area. The only reason 
I was put on the Education and Health Standing Committee was because I was the shadow Minister for Health for 
one year when we went into opposition and I have maintained my term on the committee since then. I believe that 
however long I speak on this topic is how long I will be on the committee, because I think the next motion to be 
moved by the house is about committee membership. I think the word was “dispatched”. When I heard the word 
“dispatched”, I thought I would be put in a paddy wagon and taken off somewhere! It has terrible connotations. 
I also thank Dr Sarah Palmer, the principal research officer, for the wonderful work she has done, and our research 
officer, Jovita Hogan. They basically did all the work and put all the words together. It has been a pleasure working 
with everybody. Indeed, we went on one overseas trip for the type 2 diabetes report. I think the report will come 
to the fore in time through changes in the way that people live their life and how the health system evolves over 
time with, perhaps, changes to dietary requirements. 
I go back to this significant report. In Western Australia, we pride ourselves on having a terrific education system. 
We always talk about getting science, technology, engineering and mathematics subjects into schools without 
considering the technology, instruments, such as phones, and connectivity that is available in schools and whether 
teachers are able to teach the subjects. There are all these parameters that have to be lined up. Let us say that 
someone is lucky enough to be at a school that has the resources, teachers and capacity to provide a curriculum 
based around technology. Even if the school has all that, the student also needs the tools at home to do homework. 
It is not only STEM subjects; nowadays, it is every single subject, including English, literature and the arts. 
Homework can involve doing research. How do students do research? They use Google, and have the ability to 
google and do research. In my day, when I was a young boy, we had encyclopedias. If students had an encyclopedia, 
they could look up a book, and use the library at school. In the farming community, a lot of people had the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, and salesmen would go around selling them to people in rural communities, which you 
would be aware of, Acting Speaker. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): We could never afford them, member. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: Yes, a lot of people could not afford them. Some lucky families had the  
Encyclopedia Britannica. These days we do not need it; we just need technology. It needs to be embedded in every 
single subject. If we want to be a world leader in our education system, we need all our children to have the 
resources and opportunities to succeed. Obviously, there are areas in the regions where it is hard to have the 
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technology; it costs money and also it is difficult to get the broadband bandwidth. We have to have a goal and 
strive for it. I think the chair emphasised that our number one recommendation is to have a plan and a vision, and, 
from that vision, have a strategy and a work program so that, where possible in Western Australia, schools have 
all the resources necessary to deliver a world-class education to our children. The member for Moore highlighted 
what Hale School has. Obviously, it has more money and resources. We visited the school and saw what it has in 
place. Certain educational tools and technology can now be used to bring students who are not at the level of other 
students in their year, and dyslexic and autistic students, into the main stream. Indeed, there are examples of 
students who are dyslexic and were not performing who got very high ATAR scores when they concluded year 12. 
Technology can assist them. There is the other side as well, which the member for Moore also mentioned. There 
are bright students who are not challenged in their class, and technology can be used by teachers to give them more 
advanced work and keep them occupied and interested. Technology is something that we have to embrace if we want 
to be a world leader in every single subject and profession; we need to have children with those skills coming through. 

This report has some fantastic recommendations for the Department of Education. When we met with the education 
department, it showed that it is working on a vision. I am confident that this report will assist it in making sure that 
the vision becomes a prominent part of how it runs the business of education in Western Australia. I hope it has 
key performance indicators that drive the bandwidth for schools. As we see in the table on page 42 of our report, 
schools are funding their own extra bandwidth, and probably the most expensive is at Canning Vale College, which 
is paying $4 000 a month so that it can have 1 000 megabytes per second bandwidth. It decided that that is an 
important way for it to be an effective college. A number of schools have seen the importance of this, but it needs 
to come under a banner of some strategy or vision. 

I commend this report to the house. As this is my last statement as a member of the committee, I also reiterate my 
thanks to all the members of the committee for helping me learn a little about health and education. 

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES 
Membership Change — Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [11.35 am]: I move — 

(1) That the member for Nedlands be discharged from the Education and Health Standing Committee 
and the member for Dawesville be appointed in his place. 

(2) That the member for Dawesville be discharged from the Community Development and Justice 
Standing Committee and the member for Churchlands be appointed in his place. 

(3) That the member for Churchlands be discharged from the Economics and Industry Standing 
Committee and the member for Cottesloe be appointed in his place. 

(4) That the member for Churchlands be co-opted to participate in the Economics and Industry 
Standing Committee’s inquiry into microgrids and associated technologies in WA. 

(5) That the member for Vasse be co-opted to participate in the Community Development and Justice 
Standing Committee’s inquiry into the Magistrates Court of Western Australia’s management 
of matters involving family and domestic violence. 

I will speak very briefly to this motion. Obviously, the committee system is a very important part of Parliament’s 
operations and this morning a range of reports from our committees were presented to the house. I understand that 
these changes happen from time to time when members are discharged from a committee and others appointed, 
and also others are co-opted to make a contribution to a particular inquiry of a standing committee. As members 
will note, these are agreed changes to the composition of the Community Development and Justice Standing 
Committee, the Education and Health Standing Committee and the Economics and Industry Standing Committee. 
The opposition has proposed these as they relate to the replacement of opposition members. The co-option of the 
member for Churchlands to participate in the inquiry into microgrids and associated technologies undertaken by 
the Economics and Industry Standing Committee is supported. I am sure that the member for Churchlands will 
bring great expertise to that committee. The member for Vasse has also been co-opted to participate in the 
Community Development and Justice Standing Committee inquiry into the Magistrates Court of Western Australia’s 
management of the important matters involving family and domestic violence. I am sure the member for Vasse 
will make a very important contribution to the deliberations of the committee and that inquiry. With that, I seek 
the support of the house to support this motion so that those arrangements can be made forthwith. 

Question put and passed.  

PAY-ROLL TAX ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT (THRESHOLDS) BILL 2019 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr B.S. Wyatt (Minister for Finance), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 
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Second Reading 
MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Finance) [11.39 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
This bill seeks to amend the Pay-roll Tax Assessment Act 2002 to increase the payroll tax exemption threshold 
from $850 000 to $950 000 on January 2020, and to $1 million on 1 January 2021. Since coming into office in 
March 2017, the McGowan government has remained committed to repairing the disastrous set of state finances 
that we inherited from the former Liberal–National government. Although our work is not yet done, the McGowan 
government takes enormous pride in the fact that in 2018–19 it delivered the state’s first operating surplus in 
five years; it was two years ahead of schedule. It is due to this disciplined financial management that the McGowan 
government has the capacity to fund important economic reforms such as this. It is estimated that as a result of 
increasing the exemption threshold, the state government will forgo around $170 million in revenue over four years. 
Increasing the payroll tax threshold will provide tax relief to thousands of small and medium-sized businesses, 
reducing the costs associated with hiring additional employees and providing an opportunity for those businesses 
to reinvest. As of 1 January 2020, this bill means all Western Australian employers currently liable for payroll tax 
will receive some relief if their annual Australia-wide wages are less than $7.5 million. The Department of Treasury 
estimates that around 1 000 businesses will no longer be liable for payroll tax when the threshold changes are fully 
implemented. A further 11 000 businesses are expected to see a reduction in their total liability. Overall, it is expected 
that around 70 per cent of employers currently liable for payroll tax in Western Australia will pay less tax as 
a result of these changes. Importantly, smaller employers will benefit the most from these measures and stand to be 
up to $9 300 better off each year. By increasing the exemption threshold to $1 million, the McGowan government 
will also better align Western Australia’s payroll tax regime with those in other states. 
Lifting the payroll tax threshold over two years builds on the package of measures announced by the McGowan 
government in recent months to stimulate the Western Australian economy and create jobs, including the 
75 per cent off-the-plan stamp duty rebate, the maintenance spend for schools and hospitals, and the TAFE fee 
reductions. Together with the employer incentive scheme that was introduced earlier in the year, these reforms 
will offer significant support to small businesses taking on additional staff in Western Australia. 
To implement the threshold changes on 1 January 2020 and 1 January 2021, tax will be calculated separately for 
each six-month period in the 2019–20 and 2020–21 assessment years, using half the annual taxable threshold. The 
explanatory memorandum includes detailed examples of how payroll tax will be calculated during these years. 
Although the midyear change requires complex legislative amendments, State Revenue’s online system will 
continue to fully calculate the payroll tax liability for businesses. This means the complexity of the law has very 
little practical impact on employers—other than reduced tax. 
I propose to use the pre-enactment provisions in the Taxation Administration Act 2003 to allow the first threshold 
change to take effect from 1 January 2020, before the legislation is passed. This will ensure employers benefit 
immediately from the savings from the first threshold increase. The associated explanatory memorandum contains 
further details of these amendments. I commend the bill to the house. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Ms L. Mettam. 

CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2019 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Ms S.F. McGurk (Minister for Child Protection), and read a first time. 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [11.44 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
I am pleased to present the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 to the house today. The Bill 
implements 41 recommendations of the “Statutory Review of the Children and Community Services Act 2004” 
and continues the government’s progress towards implementing the 310 recommendations of the final report of the 
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse that have application to Western Australia. 
As part of this commitment, the bill introduces ministers of religion as mandatory reporters of child sexual 
abuse, consistent with recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 of the royal commission, and implements a further two 
recommendations made by the royal commission that have already been captured in the statutory review. 
The Children and Community Services Act 2004 provides Western Australia’s legislative framework for the 
protection and care of children; the employment of children; the provision of social services; the provision of 
financial and other assistance; and other matters concerning the wellbeing of children, other individuals, families 
and communities. In 2017, the then Department for Child Protection and Family Support reviewed the act on my 
behalf with the assistance of a review committee and legal working group with external representation. The review 
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received 37 written submissions in response to a consultation paper. During the four-month consultation period, 
regional consultations were held with Aboriginal community members, service providers and Aboriginal community 
controlled–organisations. The review also considered the recommendations of and submissions to a consultation 
on out-of-home care reform conducted in 2015. 
The bill implements recommendations concerning four of the review’s five terms of reference. Recommendations on 
the fifth term of reference—the intersection between protection proceedings in the Children’s Court of Western Australia 
and family law proceedings—need to be considered within the context of broader reforms underway in the family 
law and Children’s Court jurisdictions at a commonwealth and state level and are therefore not included in the bill. 
Mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse commenced in Western Australia in January 2009 under part 4 of the 
act. Under this bill, ministers of religion will join doctors, nurses, midwives, police officers, teachers and boarding 
supervisors in being required to make a report to the Department of Communities if they form a reasonable belief 
that a child has been or is being sexually abused. “Minister of religion” is defined as a person who is recognised 
in accordance with the practices of a faith or religion who is authorised to conduct services or ceremonies in 
accordance with the tenets of that faith or religion. There will be no excuse for failing to make a mandatory report 
because a minister’s belief was based on information disclosed to that minister during a religious confession, or 
because making the report would otherwise be contrary to the tenets of the minister’s faith or religion. This gives 
effect to recommendation 7.4 of the royal commission’s final report regarding religious confession and makes both 
the government and the community’s expectation crystal clear: child safety is paramount. 
I believe there is wide community support for this measure. Despite some opposition to the requirement as it 
applies to religious confession, most Australian jurisdictions have already implemented these recommendations 
or are in the process of doing so, on the basis that children’s right to safety and protection from harm is paramount. 
The department will work closely with a range of religious organisations to ensure the necessary training is 
provided to support implementation of the new requirements. 
Western Australia’s expansion of the scheme to ministers of religion has been expedited over the other reporter 
groups that were recommended to become mandated reporters to achieve minimum national consistency. The royal 
commission noted that many religious institutions had institutional cultures that discouraged reporting of child 
sexual abuse and that mandatory reporting obligations may help persons in religious ministry to overcome cultural, 
scriptural, hierarchical and other barriers to reporting. Consultation regarding the additional groups will occur 
in 2020. 
Planning for stability and continuity in a child’s living arrangements and relationships is a priority when a child 
enters the CEO’s care. The amendments to the principles in part 2 of the act reflect the importance of this and 
implement other recommendations of the review, including that the principles are to be applied by all persons 
performing a function under the act, including a court or a tribunal; the relationships a child in care has with his or 
her parents, siblings, other relatives and people of significance to the child should be promoted, and the child 
should be encouraged and supported in maintaining contact with these people; planning for children’s long-term 
stability should be considered in accordance with an order of preference, as appropriate and in the child’s best 
interest, starting with reunification with the child’s parents, long-term care with other members of the child’s family, 
or care with another appropriate person; strengthening the principle in section 10 concerning children’s participation 
in decision-making processes; and strengthening the principle regarding the participation of a kinship group, 
community or Aboriginal representative organisation in decision-making processes about a child, having regard 
to the views of the child and child’s parent about such participation. The bill achieves this in its amendments to 
section 9 and in two new principles. Children are acknowledged as valued members of society, as is the need for 
interpreters or other supports if language barriers or disability means a person has difficulty understanding or 
participating in decision-making processes under the act. 
As at 30 June this year, 5 379 children under the age of 18 were in the care of the chief executive officer of the 
department. Of those children, 55 per cent were Aboriginal, even though Aboriginal children form only 6.7 per cent 
of all children in this state. This is the troubling reality facing Aboriginal families and their communities, as well 
as government, despite all the goodwill and efforts undertaken to reduce these disproportionate figures. 
The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse noted that empirical data supports the 
idea that connection to culture is associated with better emotional, social and physical health for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, and that positive cultural connection can increase the protective factors available to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children by helping them to develop their identities, fostering high self-esteem, 
emotional strength and resilience. Research commissioned by the royal commission also highlighted that positive 
cultural connection indirectly increases protective factors by supporting the social conditions necessary for all 
adults in a kinship placement to be available, responsive and protective of children in the community. 
The bill introduces amendments to build stronger connection to family, culture and country for Aboriginal children 
in care through working more closely with Aboriginal people and Aboriginal community–controlled organisations to 
better implement the Aboriginal child placement principle. These amendments align with recommendation 12.20 
of the royal commission—that governments work towards full implementation of the Aboriginal child placement 
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principle and a greater understanding of its intent, which, in broad terms, is to enhance and preserve Aboriginal 
children’s connection to family and community, as well as a sense of identity and culture. The amendments also 
accord with a commitment by community services ministers in 2017 to — 

… uphold all five domains of the Aboriginal … Child Placement Principle to recognise the rights of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children to be raised in their own culture and the importance and 
value of their family, extended family, kinship networks, culture and community. 

The cornerstone elements of the principle are prevention, partnership, placement, participation and connection. 
The Aboriginal child placement principle in section 12 of the act sets out an order of priority for the placement 
of an Aboriginal child. The principle prioritises placement with a member of the child’s family, an Aboriginal 
person in the child’s community or an Aboriginal person anywhere in Western Australia over placement with 
non-Aboriginal carers. 
Based on feedback particularly from regional communities, amendments to the Aboriginal child placement principle 
prioritise a child’s placement with family or otherwise placements in close proximity to the child’s community over 
placement with an Aboriginal person who may live anywhere in the state. Given its vast geographical size and the 
cultural diversity of Aboriginal Western Australia, the intention of these amendments is to keep Aboriginal children 
closer to their communities where possible. This will better support reunification with parents where appropriate and, 
in any event, Aboriginal children’s connection with family, culture and country. If an Aboriginal child is placed with 
non-Aboriginal carers, it must be with a person who is responsive to the child’s cultural support needs and prepared to 
encourage and support the child to develop and maintain connection with the culture and traditions of the child’s family. 
Before making a placement for an Aboriginal child, consultation with an Aboriginal representative organisation 
approved by the CEO will be required. Drawing on the cultural knowledge of approved Aboriginal representative 
organisations will help to identify placement options that are higher in the placement hierarchy. To this end, it is 
envisaged that approved Aboriginal representative organisations may be existing native title bodies or other 
Aboriginal community–controlled organisations that are recognised by the local community with knowledge about 
the child, the child’s family or the child’s community. 
Cultural support planning is also being strengthened. Cultural support plans are already prepared for each Aboriginal 
and culturally and linguistically diverse child in care. However, they will become a legislative requirement and, 
subject to regulations, approved Aboriginal representative organisations will be offered the opportunity to participate 
in cultural support planning for Aboriginal children in care. Cultural support plans for Aboriginal and culturally 
and linguistically diverse children will also be provided to the court as part of the written proposal the department 
must provide in section 143 when applying for a protection order other than a special guardianship order. Written 
proposals outline proposed arrangements for the child’s wellbeing. 
Other amendments regarding the content of proposals require an outline of the arrangements proposed for working 
towards the child’s reunification under a protection order, which is time limited, or a brief explanation as to why 
this would be contrary to the child’s best interests; for promoting, where appropriate, the child’s relationships with 
family or other people significant to the child; for extensions of a time-limited protection order, plans for securing 
long-term stability, security and safety in the child’s relationships and living arrangements; and, for an Aboriginal 
or culturally and linguistically diverse child, the arrangement proposed for placing the child in accordance with 
the Aboriginal child placement principle or placement guidelines for culturally and linguistically diverse children. 
Amendments to the special guardianship provisions in the act continue the theme of maintaining children’s identity, 
family relationships where possible and cultural connections. Special guardians will need to seek permission from 
the Children’s Court to change the name of a child under a special guardianship order. Permission will depend on 
there being exceptional circumstances and, if the child has sufficient maturity and understanding, the child’s consent. 
In its report to the court about a person’s suitability to become a special guardian, the department will have to 
outline the arrangements proposed for encouraging and supporting the child to develop and maintain contact with 
the child’s family, subject to decisions regarding the child’s contact with family. For Aboriginal or culturally and 
linguistically diverse children, the child’s cultural support plan will need to be provided, as well as information on 
the Aboriginal child placement principle or the guidelines for the placement of a culturally and linguistically 
diverse child. Special guardianship orders for Aboriginal or culturally and linguistically diverse children will also 
be able to include conditions about matters that could be included in a cultural support plan. Finally, the court will 
not be able to make a special guardianship order for an Aboriginal child in favour of a sole or joint non-Aboriginal 
carer or carers without first considering a written report from an Aboriginal person or agency.  
Turning to the bill’s other amendments, there is clear evidence showing that young people who have been in state 
care are at risk of experiencing poorer life outcomes, including inadequate housing or homelessness, poor education 
outcomes, long-term unemployment and difficulty with life skills, mental health issues, and drug and alcohol use. 
The leaving care provisions already in the act are comprehensive. However, this bill strengthens and clarifies them 
by requiring a leaving care plan to be prepared when a child reaches 15; providing that a leaving care plan includes 
the social services proposed for the child post care; requiring that children leaving care are given written information 
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on their entitlements post care; and clarifying that a child who leaves care is to be provided with the social services 
the CEO considers appropriate having regard to the child’s needs, regardless of whether the needs are specifically 
identified in the child’s last care plan. These amendments will support the implementation of the royal commission’s 
recommendation 12.22 that the assistance available to care leavers to safely and successfully transition to independent 
living should include assistance for those who were sexually abused while in out-of-home care to access general 
post-care supports. 
The bill also strengthens provisions regarding the shared responsibility of government agencies for addressing the 
needs of children who are or were in state care. Public authorities prescribed in regulations will need to prioritise 
requests for assistance to children in care and young people who qualify for leaving care assistance until they turn 25. 
This bill increases the powers of authorised officers of the department and industrial inspectors to investigate 
offences related to the employment of children in part 7 of the act. In addition, authorised officers of the department 
will be able to exercise those powers in relation to all the offences in the act. The additional powers are consistent 
with those provided to licensing officers under the Child Care Services Act 2007, and do not derogate from the 
powers provided to industrial inspectors under the Industrial Relations Act 1979. 
A number of amendments address oversights, clarify provisions or remedy concerns in relation to the operation of 
the act, including providing a defence to a charge of failing to protect a child from harm in circumstances involving 
the exposure of a child to family violence if the accused can prove that she or he was a victim of that family 
violence; clarifying that provisional care plans and care plans must be modified as soon as practicable after 
a decision recorded in the plan is varied, revoked or substituted or a further decision is made; amending the grounds 
for a child found in need of protection to address situations in which parents are found to be able but unwilling 
to care for their child; limiting the court’s ability to adjourn proceedings for an interim order—secure care—or the 
continuation of a secure care arrangement unless there are exceptional reasons for doing so, and then for only 
two working days; and addressing the legal status of a child following the death of a sole or joint special guardian 
or guardians. Upon the department’s notification to the court, a special guardianship order will automatically 
become a protection order until the child is 18, and notice of the new order must be given to parties to the initial 
special guardianship order, each carer of the child and others with a significant interest in the child’s wellbeing. 
Finally, two minor amendments are made due to the removal of exemptions previously available to Western Australia 
under the commonwealth Sex Discrimination Act 1997, which prohibits discrimination on the grounds of intersex 
status, gender identity or sexual orientation. As elements of the search provisions and employment of children 
provisions may be noncompliant with the Sex Discrimination Act 1997, they are amended in the spirit of achieving 
the intent of that act. 
In closing, I look forward to the implementation of the amendments in the bill to achieve the better outcomes for 
children, families and communities that they are intended to drive. I would also like to acknowledge the work 
carried out under the Children and Community Services Act 2004 by the Department of Communities’ frontline 
child protection workers, which is among the most difficult and challenging work in the community. This extends 
to the tireless work of the foster carers and kinship carers who care for these vulnerable children, and of service 
providers in the community services sector and Aboriginal community controlled organisations, which are united 
in their drive to improve the wellbeing of children and families in Western Australia. Thank you. I commend the 
bill to the house. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mrs A.K. Hayden. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — COUNCIL MESSAGES 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [12.04 pm]: I move — 
That for the remainder of 2019 so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable 
messages from the Legislative Council to be taken into consideration on the day on which they are received. 

In speaking to this motion, members are obviously aware that the Legislative Council is currently debating the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019. I understand that a motion was moved in that place earlier today that would 
see consideration of that bill probably concluded by some time next week, possibly on Friday. Given that it is 
anticipated that there will be a number of amendments to the bill, that will, of course, require a message to be 
received by the Legislative Assembly. To allow for the anticipated message, which would potentially include 
a number of amendments to the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill, this motion, if supported by the Assembly, would 
allow us to return to this chamber on a day determined ultimately by the Speaker to debate the amendments in that 
Council message on the day on which it is received. 
As members will be aware, the normal procedure is that a message is received and dealt with on the next sitting 
day, unless dealt with earlier through a substantive motion. This motion allows the Assembly to reconvene on 
a day designated by the Speaker and deal with the message on the day on which it is received. It is important to 
highlight to members that in anticipation of the other place agreeing to pass the bill that is before it by the end of 
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next week, the Speaker would designate a day in the following week to recall the Assembly. I cannot confirm what 
date it would be. It would possibly be the tenth, which is Tuesday, but that is yet to be confirmed by the Speaker. 
This is a reminder to all members of this chamber to anticipate that and be aware of that in their diaries. I know that 
a number of members will have school graduations to attend next week during the mornings, so we anticipate that 
this house would sit at either midday or just after midday on whichever day is determined. Once that information 
is available, all members will be advised. I ask the house to support, first, the suspension of standing orders and 
then the passing of this motion so that the anticipated message from the Legislative Council can be dealt with on 
the date specified by the Speaker. We would then deal with those amendments as per the normal procedure.  
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.10 pm]: The opposition supports the suspension of standing orders and 
the motion that carries with it. We anticipate that at the end of the year anyway. Typically, motions like this would 
be moved to ensure that we can finalise a sitting that would already have been scheduled. Of course, this is an 
extraordinary circumstance. We were anticipating a recall as a result of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill being 
dealt with by the Legislative Council, as we understand, within the parameters of next week, whatever that looks like, 
and then a variety of amendments coming back to this place to be dealt with, hopefully, as the Leader of the House 
has already forecast, in the subsequent week. The opposition has anticipated for some time that it was likely to be 
on 10 December and a number of our members have already made arrangements for that. We have spoken about 
this before. As the Leader of the House indicated, we would want to ensure that the maximum amount of time is 
allocated during that day, in the daylight hours, noting that the house is likely to be recalled for a single day to deal 
with the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill. Undoubtedly it will go late, but of course we would like as much time as 
possible while the sun is shining to deal with it, rather than possibly sitting until 3.00 am or 4.00 am-plus on the 
Wednesday thereafter. We appreciate that, as with any recall, we will have the opportunity to have question time 
and the usual standing orders suspension on matters of public interest to ensure that the opposition continues to do 
its job of scrutinising and holding the government to account. The opposition stands in support of this motion for 
the good order of the house. It would be done routinely anyway at the end of the year and, of course, this is an 
extraordinary circumstance dealing with an extraordinary bill. The opposition lends our support to the government 
for the suspension of standing orders. 
Question put and passed. 

ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT (IMPAIRED DRIVING AND PENALTIES) BILL 2019 
Consideration in Detail 

Resumed from 27 November. 
Clause 41: Section 111 amended — 
Debate was adjourned after the clause had been partly considered. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I will not traverse the ground we went over yesterday about radar detectors. I want to 
focus on some serious concerns I have about the breadth of proposed new section 111(1)(b) in the Road Traffic Act, 
which is really the only substantive change being made. I will try to outline my concerns about this. What was the 
old section 111(1) and which under this amendment will become new section 111(1)(a) clearly states — 

The Governor may make regulations — 
(a) for any purpose for which regulations are contemplated or required by this Act … 

It repeats “by this Act” further on. Section 111(2) was read to be broadly in line with that provision. Even under 
the proposed amendments, only proposed section 111(1)(a) is referred to in proposed subsection (2). Effectively, 
paragraph (b) of  proposed section 111(1) will come in as a standalone paragraph. It states that the Governor may 
make regulations — 

(b) to regulate or prohibit, or anything that is necessary or convenient to be prescribed to regulate or 
prohibit — 
(i) using a vehicle with a device attached to, or removed from, the vehicle; and 
(ii) using or possessing a device while a person is within or on a vehicle. 

Interestingly, it does not make any reference to the act. Clearly, by reading proposed subsections (1) and (2), 
proposed paragraph (b) is excluded from any reference to “required by this act’. It is broader, and it looks like an 
infamous Henry VIII clause, which inappropriately delegates legislative authority. I would have preferred a drafting 
that included in the preamble those first parts of paragraph (a) as they are in the amendment. I would have said 
that the Governor may make regulations for any purpose for which the regulations are contemplated or required 
by the act, and (a) may make all other such regulations et cetera, and (b). I think that would have worked. In case 
the minister or the public think I am just splitting hairs here, I want to focus on what the explanatory memorandum 
says this proposed paragraph (b) can do. It basically says that regulations can be made to regulate the use of devices 
in vehicles in both positive and negative terms. A negative term is, “You cannot use a laser jammer. You cannot 
use a radar detector”, as the minister has indicated, and, “You cannot use your mobile phone”, although we have 
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another section for that—“You cannot use a music device”, or whatever the case may be. We understand the negative 
terms. But a positive term in these sorts of regulations may be a mandatory term—they may mandate an actual use 
of a device. I am not suggesting that the minister wants to do this, or has any intention of doing it, but it would be 
permitted under the drafting that we have today. If it were done by a future minister at some time, it ought to be 
done by legislation; it ought not be done by regulation. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Madam Acting Speaker, I would like to hear more from the member for Hillarys. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The way we have tried to fiddle around with the existing provision, the term is too 
wide and it looks like an inappropriate delegation of legislative-making power to the executive. I am not suggesting 
that any malice is intended by the government or the minister, but in the future we just do not know what would 
happen. I do not want a minister in the future to say, “You must use a particular device in a car that is not a standard 
kit”, and does it by regulation. We have done that in the past. We have mandated seatbelts, for instance, but we 
did that by legislation. That is my concern about the drafting of this provision. I know that when the bill gets through 
this place, it will go to the other place and members there may want to send it to the Standing Committee on 
Legislation; they do those sorts of things. They also spend an inordinate amount of time wondering about Henry VIII 
clauses and whether they are appropriate in all cases. I am flagging this at the moment because I have a concern 
about the drafting of this provision. It may well be that at a further time we may revisit it. As I said, I would have 
liked to see this provision read down by what is contemplated or required by this act. When we consider the internal 
consistency of the entire proposed section, it is clear that  proposed paragraph (b) is not read down by what is 
contemplated or required by the act. That is my concern about this provision.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Firstly, this is not a Henry VIII clause in any shape or form. Secondly, the advice I have 
received is that the member’s suggested alternative wording for the way proposed section 111(1)(a) and (b) might 
be framed for the preamble would make no substantial difference at all. On my advice, therefore, it would be 
a waste of time doing that and have no particular legal import. To somehow specify that we will be talking about 
regulations only to the Road Traffic Act is implicit in the proposed section. There is no other act we will make 
regulations for under the power of proposed section 111(1)(b). Further, concerning the positive and the negative, 
we might specify that something has to be fitted in a particular way, for example. 

My final point is that, as I said when we last debated this clause in this bill, all regulations can be disallowed. They 
can be disallowed in the upper house. This will put in place a simple process. For example, if the upper house 
voted down this provision, it would effectively delay the implementation of, for example, banning radar detectors 
or some potential lifesaving device or the manner in which something should be used, until legislation can be put 
through both houses of Parliament. As I said in my response to the second reading debate, on average, that will 
probably build in about a year’s delay. Regulations can be drafted more quickly. I think just about every Minister 
for Road Safety whom I can recall, and police ministers before there was a specific Minister for Road Safety, had 
generally tried to put in place measures in a bipartisan way for the safety of the community, to keep people safe 
on our roads, to protect people’s families and to stop death and injury on our roads. This is not something people 
play some kind of nasty politics with, generally. There is usually pretty broad consensus about the implementation 
of measures that are in the best interests of all road users. None of us wants to hear that one of our loved ones or 
friends has been killed in a road crash and that it could have been avoided had action been taken. 

I think the regulation power is a positive one. I looked at the jurisdictions around Australia that have a similar 
regulation power. The member for Hillarys argued that he thinks the power probably already exists under the 
existing head of power. Unfortunately, that is not the clear view of the State Solicitor’s Office. For clarity, it thinks 
it is better to phrase it this way and to give an unambiguous head of power for that regulation-making capacity. 
One thing we can guarantee is that any regulations on road safety will receive appropriate scrutiny in the upper 
house, where they are more than capable of being disallowed even if our government or a future government 
supports those regulations. There is already that check and balance. 

Not to support this provision would tie up people in red tape and inevitably delay some positive innovation in the 
future. Even if there is broad agreement across the Parliament, many legislative priorities come up each year; it is 
a time-consuming process. When a bill is brought into this house, it usually has to lay on the table for about three 
weeks before it can even be brought on for debate. I caution against not supporting this clause. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I accept the minister’s explanation. I think we will have to beg to differ on this. 
Although disallowance is a mechanism available to Parliaments, it is very much a second-best mechanism because 
we know sometimes regulations can come into force, and complying with them can cause a lot of dislocation. They 
can be disallowed later, and reversing what has been put in place can be a very costly process for both the general 
public and business. We want to avoid that. In this case, nothing is contemplated, which makes it more academic, 
if you like. The minister has indicated quite clearly that the only device she is contemplating right now is radar 
detectors, which are used by some people. As we have discussed, there seems to be a little bit of debate. The 
State Solicitor’s Office has said that it is not 100 per cent certain that the current provisions will allow the minister 
the power to do what she wants. My opinion is neither here nor there. The minister has chosen to accept that advice 
and move this clause. I think the clause is too broadly worded, and not read down in the way other provisions are 
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read down. I am not concerned about what the minister intends to do; it is what might happen in the future. I hear 
the minister’s explanation and I accept not only the minister’s good faith but also her longstanding commitment 
to road safety and that she is not intending to do anything nefarious or wrong in any way. 

I generally agree that we want a community-wide approach to road safety. As I said in my contribution to the second 
reading debate, we want to stop bad driving practices and we want to provide for roads to be as safe as possible 
for all road users and all our community. However, I think given this provision’s positive and negative terms and 
its potential impact, it has not been drafted in a way that makes it better legislation. In fact, it detracts from the 
entire internal consistency of the regulation-making power. We know it will get through this place. However, 
I have no idea what the other place will do. The Liberal Party, of which I am a member, has only a quarter the 
number of members in the other place, so it is not as though we can do anything to deal with that. If it goes onto 
the statute books in this way, even though I do not think it would be misused by this minister, I or anyone in the 
Liberal Party who might be a Minister for Road Safety in the future, I do not think it is well drafted. I think it escapes 
the boundary of inappropriate delegation. In fact, I think it falls over the boundary of inappropriate delegation. It 
is, by rights, a Henry VIII clause because it confers delegated legislation–making authority, so it is a Henry VIII 
clause in its pure sense, but the debate is always: is it an appropriate delegation or an inappropriate delegation? In 
this case, in my opinion, it does not pass that test. The minister may beg to differ. However, I will not continue to 
labour the point on this. I think I have made my point on it and will leave it to the goodwill of this and the other place. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I think this is a well-drafted clause. It is sensible and we are putting it forward with an 
abundance of caution. It is recommended by the State Solicitor’s Office. I do not agree with the member that this 
is a delegation. It does not just delegate a power to the executive government; it is a regulation-making power and 
those regulations have to be laid before both houses of Parliament. It is well framed, good, sensible legislation. 
There are already extensive regulation-making powers for the Road Traffic Act. This proposed section is 
commonsense and clarifies one aspect of a regulation-making power. It will certainly streamline things in the future.  

I note that the member said that if he or any other Liberal ever has the opportunity as Minister for Road Safety to 
use that power, they would not abuse it, and that he is confident that I would not abuse it—but it is not a power. 
Presumably he thinks some future Labor minister might abuse it for some reason, but it does not give power to the 
minister or the executive government. It is a regulation-making power and it is Parliament that says yea or nay to 
regulations. I do not accept the arguments put forward. I think the only real practical reason for opposition to this 
legislation is to deny the government the opportunity to streamline things so we can quite quickly progress sensible, 
agreed amendments. I do not think the member need fear any Labor ministers having regulations rubberstamped 
in the upper house any time over the next few decades. The current composition of the upper house is such that 
I cannot see the Labor Party gaining a majority there for decades. After the resounding victory we had here in the 
lower house in 2017, one would think that we might have gained a majority in the upper house, but we did not 
even come close. The member should not underestimate the Liberal Party’s position. The fact is that if he adds the 
Liberal Party’s quarter of the membership of the upper house to the Labor votes, it is a simple majority. We can 
take a bipartisan approach and we can, with our joint numbers in the upper house, dictate an outcome. 

Division 
Clause put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms M.M. Quirk) casting her vote with the ayes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (38) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr M. Hughes Mr P. Papalia Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr D.T. Punch Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr R.S. Love Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr M. McGowan Mr D.T. Redman Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Ms E.L. Hamilton (Teller) 
Ms J. Farrer Mr Y. Mubarakai Mr P.J. Rundle  
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti  

 

Noes (13) 

Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr A. Krsticevic Ms L. Mettam Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Dr D.J. Honey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.C. Nalder  
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr K.M. O’Donnell  

Clause thus passed. 
Clauses 42 to 52 put and passed. 
Title put and passed. 
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Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mrs M.H. Roberts (Minister for Road Safety), and transmitted to the Council. 

FAMILY COURT AMENDMENT BILL 2019 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 16 October. 
MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [12.38 pm]: I rise as the lead speaker for the Liberal Party on the Family Court 
Amendment Bill 2019. I know the Attorney General, who introduced this bill, is not here today because he is 
representing the interests of our state at a ministerial meeting of Attorneys-General. It used to be called SCAG—
Standing Committee of Attorneys-General—but I think it is now called CAG, the Council of Attorneys-General. 
I am never quite sure with all these acronyms — 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I will leave that to the member for Armadale’s thought processes!  
I am sure that he is doing a good job representing the interests of our state in that national forum. I indicated to the 
Attorney General that the Liberal Party supports this bill, as we support all bills such as this that come to this place. 
If the Attorney General were here, he would almost be able to recite word for word what I would say. 
I still think that in 2019 it is a real failure of this Parliament that 44 years after the introduction of the commonwealth 
Family Law Act and almost 44 years since the commencement of the commonwealth Family Court, we are still 
using arcane methods to update the Western Australian version of the Family Court legislation so that it stays 
contemporary and in line with the commonwealth jurisdiction. We are the only state that has a separate jurisdiction. 
I understand the arguments about maintaining sovereignty, not only in a theoretical sense, but also over the operation 
of the court itself, particularly given the size of a state like Western Australia and its limited population. We need 
to make sure that the Family Court jurisdiction as well as other jurisdictions that come under direct state control 
are accessible to people right across the state. We do not want to leave that to Canberra. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: There’s an interesting quirk in WA — 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Excuse me, Treasurer? 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Just by way of interjection. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I am happy to take it. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: That is fine. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: She heard “quirk”. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Yes. You woke me up! 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: An interesting — 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Anomaly? 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Anomaly. I apologise, Madam Acting Speaker. 
Do you get lobbied by lawyers about changing our system to hand the powers to the commonwealth? 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Yes, I do. I have talked about this in other amendment bills, but it creates a serious 
time lag problem. This is more about procedure than it is about victims of domestic violence. But in some cases 
around child support, in which it takes a long time for our system to catch up, I think it is a real problem. I am not 
suggesting that we hand over powers holus bolus. But, really, there has not been a situation since 1975 when we 
have not amended our legislation in line. If we do not want to hand over the powers, perhaps we can implement some 
sort of system by which a decision of the Attorney General or a subcommittee of cabinet can be made immediately, 
laid before both houses and be able to be disallowed. I am sure we can come up with a mechanism. I have not 
turned my mind to the mechanism, but there are ways we can do this.  
Let us look at what we are dealing with now. We are dealing with an amendment that the commonwealth passed 
on 3 December 2018 and came into force on 10 September 2019. We still do not know when it will come into force 
in Western Australia. If we pass it here today, it will sit over Christmas, the Legislative Council will come back 
and eventually get around to it, and it will get royal assent. In 2019, that is not good enough. During debate on the 
previous bill, we talked with the Minister for Police about how long it takes to get legislation through. The public 
expect us to work better. If we lose the faith and the trust of the public in doing our job and doing it expeditiously, 
we are doing ourselves a disservice as well as the public of Western Australia. I used to say this when I was 
a government backbencher in the other place. It is not a new road to Damascus for me. The Treasurer and others 
in this place know that I do not sit on the ceremony of “my party versus your party”. If I think something is wrong, 
I will say that it is wrong, whether it is the Treasurer’s party, my party, or someone else’s party. This is not party 
political anyway. 
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The commonwealth passed legislation called the Family Law Amendment (Family Violence and Cross-examination 
of Parties) Act 2018 in December last year. We have had the opportunity to deal with it since then and are dealing 
with it now. I do not question why it has taken so long. That is just our process and the government had other 
priorities. This came into effect on 10 September 2019. I think it is great law. It provides that in any Family Court 
proceeding, whether it is in relation to parenting orders or property hearings—that is important—if there is an 
allegation of family violence between the parties, the parties will be prohibited from directly cross-examining each 
other if one of a series of things has happened; that is, if one or either of the parties has been convicted of or 
charged with an offence involving violence or a threat of violence towards the other party; if there is a family 
violence order other than an interim order that applies to both parties; if an injunction has been made under the 
Family Court Act 1997 for the personal protection of a party and that application for an injunction is directed 
against the other party; or if, in the court’s discretion, on an application from a party or on its own initiative, it 
thinks it is a good thing to stop direct cross-examination. In those circumstances the only cross-examination that 
will be able to take place must be conducted by a legal practitioner. In my opinion, that is a good thing. Everyone 
should be able to reserve the right to represent themselves in court and to cross-examine witnesses if they wish, 
but that right needs to be read down by other people’s rights—in particular, in this case, people who have been 
victims of family violence. It is usually women and children, but not exclusively. As our jurisdiction broadens, we 
recognise that courts will increasingly be dealing with family violence matters between same-sex parties as well. 
It covers the whole gamut. 

Irrespective of that, a victim of family violence does not need to be further traumatised by a direct cross-examination 
by someone who is not only a participant in the proceedings who was the perpetrator of the family violence, but 
also someone who, because of their lack of legal training and because they cannot be responsible to the court as 
a legal practitioner or as an officer of the court, can delve into issues that are completely irrelevant, so it is up to 
the judge to ask them to pull back. I see that the Treasurer, who is representing the Attorney General today, is 
nodding. I know that the other legal practitioners here understand exactly what I am saying. Whenever there is an 
unrepresented party, judges try to help them rather than hinder them. It is almost like asking the judge to do what 
they usually would not do in order to get them to stop asking inappropriate questions. If it were the Treasurer or 
me in an advocacy role, the judge would come down on us like a tonne of bricks, but it is in the nature of judges 
to assist unrepresented parties through the process, not to stop them. But in this case, they should stop them, so we 
are bringing in a prohibition. It is a good and positive prohibition, and we should bring it in as expeditiously as 
possible. The commonwealth made a sum of money available to Legal Aid to deal with this issue because 
unrepresented parties who want to cross-examine someone in court and are not able to because of this issue should 
not be able to cross-examine, but they should not be denied legal representation. 

The commonwealth has provided additional funding over three years. I think that $7 million was provided across 
the commonwealth. We have had our fair share and hopefully that will be sufficient. If it is not sufficient, I hope 
that the commonwealth, which funds this jurisdiction, will make further funding available. This is an important 
protective mechanism for victims of family violence. We know how family violence matters later play out in 
courts, particularly in the Family Court jurisdiction. We hear reports about it in all our electorate offices. I certainly 
do; I am sure everyone else in this place does as well. This is one small step towards protecting victims of family 
violence in those contested matters, whether it is a parenting hearing or a property hearing, because those same issues 
around family violence can be dredged up in a property hearing as well. With those words, I support this legislation. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 9617.] 

PERTH ROYAL SHOW 
Statement by Member for Cottesloe 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [12.50 pm]: The 2019 Perth Royal Show was one of the most successful in recent 
memory, with large crowds enjoying a unique blend of agricultural exhibits, educational attractions, entertainment, 
and the traditional show fare of the sideshow, show bags and fireworks. The event is one of the largest gatherings of 
farmers, growers and primary producers in all of Australia, featuring nearly 6 000 animals entered into competitions. 
At the heart of the 2019 Perth Royal Show was its adopted theme for the year, Connecting Communities. This 
theme was strongly supported by people attending the show. The Royal Agricultural Society of WA, with the help 
of Lotterywest, issued almost 15 000 complementary tickets to multicultural groups, regional families, Indigenous 
groups, families of children with special or complex needs and community groups selling tickets to fundraise. The 
Perth Royal Show is the largest annual event in the state and provides a significant boost to the economy. The 
event accounts for approximately 33 000 visitor nights in metropolitan Perth while supporting the equivalent of 
383 full-time jobs. Approximately $97.6 million was created in industry output from the show. I thank and 
congratulate Royal Agricultural Society president, Mr Paul Carter, his board, all the staff and the many hundreds 
of volunteers who make the show possible every year. I exhort all members in this place and the broader 
community to continue to support one of Perth’s premier events. I note and welcome the support of the Minister 
for Planning for maintaining the current location of the Claremont Showground. 



9602 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 28 November 2019] 

 

SHARE THE DIGNITY — “IT’S IN THE BAG” APPEAL 

Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.51 pm]: I believe, particularly at this time of year, it is important that we 
are mindful of sharing our values of fairness, equality and opportunity. In light of this, I encourage members to 
“Share the Dignity” this Christmas. Women’s charity Share the Dignity holds an annual “It’s in the Bag” appeal 
that provides donated handbags filled with sanitary products to women and girls who are experiencing homelessness, 
domestic violence and financial hardship. A total of 30 000 requests have been made across WA for dignity bags 
this appeal. This number has particular meaning to me as, incidentally, there are approximately 30 000 people living 
in the electorate of Joondalup. Meaningful advances are being made by the McGowan government to advance gender 
equality in WA; however, I trust highlighting these numbers puts the current impacts of gender-based violence, 
homelessness and inequality into perspective. Locally, the Spiers Centre chief executive officer, Gaelle Gouillou, 
shared a story with me about how a young dad came to the centre seeking support for his two young daughters 
who had experienced significant trauma and abuse whilst in the care of their primary carer. The centre was able to 
provide the father, who was new to the personal hygiene needs of women, with dignity bags for his daughters, 
along with holistic support for his family. I have also heard from volunteer Share the Dignity WA coordinator and 
local Connolly resident, Jan Lewsey, that in the Shire of Halls Creek a group of Aboriginal women walk off country 
in the hope of receiving a dignity bag when they know that the Share the Dignity lady is coming. This Christmas, 
give hope—choose a used or new handbag. Visit your local shopping centre and fill it with items such as tampons, 
pads, shampoo, nappies, baby wipes, deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste. Then, you are most welcome to leave 
your dignity bag at my office on Wise Street, Joondalup, to “Share the Dignity”. 

SKIN CANCER ACTION WEEK 

Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.53 pm]: Last Saturday, together with Dr Steve Bingham and Tracey Drage 
from Modern Medical Clinics, I had the privilege of hosting a free skin cancer spot check clinic out of my district 
office as part of Skin Cancer Action Week. We had 35 registered attendees and a number of walk-ins to get 
checked, and as a result of the clinic, a high number of various skin cancers were identified. Unfortunately, there 
was a significant number of basal and squamous cell carcinomas found across those who attended. As we know, 
BCC and SCC skin cancers are quite common, but if left untreated and unidentified can be quite fatal. At least 
one, and possibly two, melanomas were also identified. Unfortunately, Australia has one of the highest per capita 
rates of melanoma in the world, with it being the third most common cancer for both men and women and the most 
common cancer affecting those aged 15 to 39 years. The feedback from Dr Bingham is that undoubtedly the event 
saved at least one life, and I remain concerned from the feedback of those who attended that they do not take skin 
cancer checks seriously enough. Given the success of this event, I hope to host such a free spot check clinic for 
skin cancer every year that I am elected to the district of Dawesville. I extend an offer to all members of this place 
that I would be more than happy to provide any planning and associated documents if they would like to host a similar 
skin cancer spot check awareness event in their districts. It is an important opportunity to help spread the awareness 
of skin cancer and, indeed, an event such as this can help save lives. 

I would like to again thank Dr Bingham and Tracey from Modern Medical Clinics and my team in my district office 
for putting this important event together. Skin cancer is often called Australia’s national cancer, and I encourage 
all Western Australians to get regular checks so that we can help prevent this cancer from killing so many of us. 

COMMUNIFIED 

Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MRS J.M.C. STOJKOVSKI (Kingsley) [12.55 pm]: I acknowledge the amazing work of Greenwood resident 
Rhiannon Williams. Rhiannon founded Communified after her son was treated for cancer at 12 months old. 
Communified (Inc) helps children who are living with serious illness or disabilities and their families through projects 
designed to enhance their mental health, happiness and wellbeing, with practical and emotional community-based 
support. Communified runs the Dial-an-Elf program. It is a micro-volunteering program that connects volunteers 
with families in their area to assist with everyday activities such as cleaning, gardening, laundry, cooking and child 
care. Communified currently operates across the Perth metropolitan area and Bunbury region. It has 55 volunteers, 
with seven carers and 48 helpers, and 36 registered families. The micro-volunteering model allows volunteers to 
choose how and when they can help, making volunteering accessible to many more people who may be unable to 
commit to the regular hours required by many organisations. Research shows that parents are the most affected 
when their child is diagnosed with a chronic disease and may exhibit physical and emotional symptoms such as 
loss of self-control or self-esteem, depression, anxiety and a higher risk of developing mental illness. Social support 
is one of the most common resources used by families to counter the demands of looking after their children with 
a disability. I encourage my community to volunteer if they can with Communified and to get in contact with my 
office if they need more help. 
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ST JOHN AMBULANCE — CHARLIE WROTH 

Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [12.56 pm]: I acknowledge the over 38 years of selfless service provided by Charlie Wroth, 
a former volunteer and leader at Toodyay St John Ambulance sub-centre. On 6 April 2019 he was recognised for 
his exceptional level of service to St John’s at the Investiture of the Western Australian Commandery of the Order of 
St John, held at Government House. Until recently, Charlie was the chairperson of Toodyay St John Ambulance 
sub-centre. Under his guidance, Toodyay was nominated for best sub-centre of the year in two successive years, 
taking the prize for runner-up in one year. On 13 November, Charlie advised that he had been dismissed by St John’s. 
His fellow volunteers, many Toodyay residents and I remain shocked and dismayed by the way he has been treated. 
In paid employment he would have clearly defined rights but as a volunteer he had no recourse. After decades 
of service, offered freely, he, his family and his fellow volunteers have been dealt a gut-wrenching blow. The 
National Party’s convention, held in October this year, recognised the vital and valuable role of St John Ambulance 
volunteers and acknowledged the fact that they have no association to represent them and give voice to their 
concerns. A motion was carried that reads, in part, “supports the establishment of a volunteer association to 
exclusively represent the interests of, and advocate for, volunteer ambulance officers and sub-centres, and calls on 
the state government to support such an initiative.” 

During the coming holiday season, spare a thought for those St John Ambulance volunteers who may not be 
enjoying a festive time with their loved ones because their mobile phone has rung and they have been called away. 
They deserve respect, they deserve representation and they deserve better treatment than Charlie Wroth has had. 

CLARKSON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Statement by Member for Burns Beach 

MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [12.57 pm]: I recognise the fantastic work being done by Clarkson Primary 
School and its principal, Tony Shields, and his two deputies, Lloyd Morris and Jody McKeown. I put on the 
record the courage of the leadership group of the school as shown to the community when earlier this year they 
were faced with an escalating bullying and rough-play problem within the student community. They set about 
correcting this by looking at the underpinning problems at the school and realised that the children needed to 
develop skills and abilities in how to play as a collective. The school implemented a structured play program 
and, as a result, the school saw a return to students having fun and enjoying playtime with new friends. This 
action has seen a significant turnaround of student behaviour throughout the day, with the children returning to 
good values and being ready to learn again and enjoy being at school. The school has enhanced its after-school 
programs, including science, technology, engineering and mathematics and coding, which has allowed the 
school to participate in and be a key presenter at the digital forum held this weekend at Perth Convention Centre. 
I congratulate Clarkson Primary School.  

Sitting suspended from 12.59 to 2.00 pm 

DANIEL GOVUS — PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE 
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — SITTING TIMETABLE 

Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [2.01 pm]: Before we get to question time, I have some sad news to share. 
After 12 years of service with the Legislative Assembly, Dan Govus is resigning to take up a promotion opportunity 
with the Northern Territory Parliament. 

But it does not end there! Dan joined us as a fresh-faced university graduate in 2007 and now leaves us as a hardened 
parliamentary professional! He has been here so long that it is sometimes tough to remember what the place was 
like without him. Dan is a very funny bloke and he is lightning fast with his jokes and clever puns. Unfortunately, 
most of them cannot be repeated here! He knows all the ins and outs of making this place run and we are all a bit 
worried about what we will do without him. I am sure all members will join me in wishing Dan the best of luck in 
Darwin and also wishing him luck in finally passing his driving test! Dan, your mum won’t be able to pick you up 
from the pub up there! Well done, Dan. 

[Applause.] 

The SPEAKER: On behalf of the member for Bicton, I would like to acknowledge the year 6 student Parliament 
and their teacher from Attadale Primary School. 

I have a bit of information for members: if things go as planned in the upper house, it is likely we will be sitting 
again on Tuesday, 10 December, from 12 noon. However, we will not be able to confirm this until a few days before, 
or the day before, depending on what happens in the other place. We will keep you up to date. At the moment it is 
most likely, with agreement from all parties, that we will sit from 12 noon on 10 December. 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
METRONET — RAIL PROJECTS 

1099. Mrs L.M. HARVEY to the Premier: 
At the end of the third year of the do-nothing McGowan Labor government, can the Premier confirm that his government 
has not built a single kilometre of the Metronet Thornlie, Cockburn, Yanchep, Ellenbrook or Byford lines — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: It is groundhog day, member for Girrawheen. Members, we will hear this question in silence, please. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Can the Premier confirm that his government has not built a single kilometre of the Metronet 
Thornlie, Cockburn, Yanchep, Ellenbrook or Byford lines, and has not created a single job on these projects? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I answered this question very fully yesterday. I explained to the Leader of the Opposition that when coming to 
office, commitments are made and then the planning, funding, engineering, legislating and the like has to be done 
in order to build a rail line. I thought I was very clear with the Leader of the Opposition yesterday about the process 
involved in doing this. After two and a half years, on Sunday we started work on the Yanchep line. Next year, we 
will have five additional railways under construction in Western Australia. I thought it was pretty clear that that is 
what is taking place. Shortly, we will also start work on the rail manufacturing facility in Bellevue, near Midland. 
For the first time since 1993, railcars will be manufactured in Western Australia. We will have about $4 billion 
worth of additional railways underway next year. We worked assiduously and cooperatively with the commonwealth 
government to ensure we got commonwealth funding for these railway lines. We put in place measures to 
guarantee commonwealth funding for these rail lines to minimise the impact on the taxpayers of the state. We are 
ensuring, as much as humanly possible, there is local content in these railway lines we are building. 
In the eight and a half years of the last government, seven kilometres of rail were built. They were the only 
seven kilometres of rail built ever by a Liberal government in Western Australia. Charlie Court closed Fremantle; 
Richard Court did not build any. I have a lot of time for Richard, but rail was not his thing. It was only Labor 
governments that built the Joondalup railway, the Mandurah railway and the Thornlie extension. Next year in 
Western Australia, we will have a rail-building bonanza never seen before in this state! We will have railcars 
manufactured in Western Australia for the first time in 30 years. That is what Labor governments do. We do it at 
the same time as we are the only government in Australia driving down debt. 

METRONET — RAIL PROJECTS 
1100. Mrs L.M. HARVEY to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier confirm that in addition to not building a single kilometre of rail 
in three years, his government has not built a single train or a single Metronet train station? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Again, Leader of the Opposition, they are appalling questions. Once again, as I explained to the house, we are 
doing an enormous amount to build new rail in Western Australia. We started construction on Sunday, with 
Christian Porter no less. He was happy. He was out there with a shovel, thrilled to bits to be standing next to me 
and starting there. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: He was. We got on very well. We had a good conversation. There is one thing we will do: 
we will stand up for Western Australian jobs, which is why our Western Australian Jobs Act applies to Metronet 
projects. But I do know one group of people who do not stand up for Western Australian jobs. I do know one group 
of people who are selling out Western Australia. I do know one group of people who have jeopardised the state’s 
position in relation to John Holland suing the state of Western Australia over the children’s hospital. 

Point of Order 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I draw the Speaker’s attention to the relevancy of the Premier’s answer. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I will hear this in — 
Mr T. Healy interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You will be sorry. I call you to order for the first time, member for Southern River. 
Can I have the point of order again, please. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Sure. I draw the Speaker’s attention to the relevancy of the Premier’s response. He started 
talking about John Holland. The Leader of the Opposition asked a question about railways. 
The SPEAKER: I do not think it is a point of order. It is part of the question that there was nothing done on railways 
and things like that. It is part of the answer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: There is one person, and that is the member for Riverton. Today in The West Australian he 
has backed John Holland’s claim against the people of Western Australia for $300 million. This is traitorous 
behaviour by the Liberal Party, and there he is nodding. 
Government members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Premier, I am struggling to hear you from your own side interjecting. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This is traitorous behaviour by the Liberal Party in Western Australia. I want to know from 
the Leader of the Opposition whether she supports Mike Nahan and his actions on behalf of John Holland against 
the people of Western Australia. 
Mr F.M. Logan: Don’t try to defend the tax dodger! That is what he is. 
The SPEAKER: You are also called to order for the first time, minister for prisons or whatever we call it.  

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I have three points of order, Mr Speaker. One, the Premier — 
The SPEAKER: No, you only have one. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I refer to standing order 78 and the Premier’s relevance in responding to the Leader of the 
Opposition’s question about rail. He also referred to the member for Riverton by his first name, and I ask the 
member for Cockburn to withdraw the name that he called the member for Riverton. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, will you withdraw, please? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I withdraw. 
The SPEAKER: That was number three. What were one and two? Yes, I am sure the Premier will get back on 
course with the question. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: The point of order was very straightforward, and that is that the Premier referred to the member 
for Riverton by his first and second names, not as the member for Riverton. He should be using his designation as 
the member for Riverton. 
The SPEAKER: I am sure the Premier will now call him by his correct title. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member for Riverton has sold out the people of Western Australia by backing John Holland 
in its claim against the taxpayers of this state. It is a disgrace. The member for Riverton is a disgrace to this 
Parliament, and the Leader of the Opposition is a disgrace for not disowning his conduct. 

MCGOWAN GOVERNMENT — EMPLOYMENT 

1101. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Premier: 
Before I start, on behalf of the member for Kalamunda, I welcome the Kalamunda Happy Hatters to the chamber 
today. 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to maximising local content, creating local jobs, and 
supporting local businesses through its landmark WA Jobs Act. Can the Premier update the house on how the 
WA Jobs Act created more Western Australian jobs and delivered increased Western Australian content on 
government projects? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Balcatta for the question, and I thank the Happy Hatters at the back of the chamber. They 
used to be called the red hat ladies, but to the Happy Hatters, on behalf of the member for Kalamunda, it is great 
to see you all here. 
We took a policy to the state election to create the WA Jobs Act, and we have passed that legislation. That means 
that if a company wants a government contract in Western Australia over a certain amount, it has to demonstrate how 
much local WA content it will use as part of the tendering process and, if successful, those local content commitments 
will be written into the contract. This is the first time that has occurred in Western Australia, to guarantee local 
content. I must say that the feedback from the business community has been very positive—overwhelming—
towards this. Since the Jobs Act was introduced, about 110 contracts have required WA industry participation 
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plans. Of those, 92 contracts have utilised 100 per cent local Western Australian content and another 10 contracts 
have used more than 90 per cent local content. Under the Jobs Act, more than 14 700 Western Australians have 
found work in our state—that is, 14 700 Western Australian jobs created, including 780 Western Australian 
apprentices and trainees. 
Some of the projects that have been built with 100 per cent local content include Balcatta Senior High School, 
Bunbury prison expansion, Broome Senior High School upgrades, the new Capel Police Station, stage 3 of the 
Karratha–Tom Price road, and construction of new housing at Bidyadanga. We have seen this government stand 
up for Western Australia and Western Australian jobs, unlike the Liberal Party, which is taking the side of John Holland 
against the state in its action against the people of Western Australia. The Liberal Party is once again selling out 
Western Australia; the member for Riverton should be ashamed of himself, and the Leader of the Opposition 
should disown his conduct. 

JOONDALUP HEALTH CAMPUS EXPANSION 
1102. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
At the end of the third year of the do-nothing Labor government, how far from completion is the government’s 
Joondalup Health Campus expansion election promise, and how many jobs have been created by this project? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
On coming to office, we made a commitment to expand Joondalup Health Campus, and I expect that important 
announcements will be made about that in the coming weeks and months. The member might be very impressed 
about what will be occurring there. I know that the Minister for Health has opened a new stroke unit at Joondalup 
hospital, which is much appreciated in particular by family members of people who have suffered from strokes. 
We made that commitment, essentially, because the Minister for Health and I met some of the stroke victims of 
the northern suburbs, who did not have a centre in the far north. Obviously, that was an important commitment we 
made, and we delivered it. We have secured significant federal funding for the Joondalup hospital expansion, and 
additional announcements will be made on that in coming weeks. 

JOONDALUP HEALTH CAMPUS EXPANSION 
1103. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given that the government has done nothing substantive on expanding the 
Joondalup Health Campus, can the Premier at least outline to the house how many jobs have been created at the 
Joondalup medihotel project, and other medihotels around the state? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
As I have just outlined to the house, we secured a large amount of federal funding. The state will make a contribution, 
and further announcements will be made about that. Some improvements will be made to Joondalup hospital, and 
I am sure the people of the northern suburbs will be very happy with them, as they are with health facilities around 
Western Australia, where we are undertaking significant work. For instance, we expect work on the new Newman 
hospital to get underway shortly. There are a range of other projects, including the linear accelerator cancer treatment 
facility in your own community, Mr Speaker. There is a whole range of projects around Western Australia that we 
are doing in the health portfolio. Obviously, we have sought to secure as much commonwealth funding as we 
possibly can. 
It is interesting that the member raised the matter of health. When we came to office, one of the things we had to 
do was resolve the issues surrounding Perth Children’s Hospital, which was a significant project that had sat there 
empty for years, because the last government could not resolve getting that hospital open. We moved with 
extraordinary speed to take back control of the hospital, and resolve the issues of lead in the water caused by the 
thermostatic mixing valves, as found by the chief — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member for Riverton is laughing about it. The member for Riverton sat there as the 
most useless Treasurer this state has ever seen, with the highest debt and the biggest deficits this state has ever 
seen, presiding over the Perth Children’s Hospital, with the lead in the water caused by the thermostatic mixing 
valves, as confirmed by the Chief Health Officer. 
Mr W.R. Marmion interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: So you are on John Holland’s side too, are you? Members opposite put in all those variations 
to the contract when they were in government, which caused John Holland to take legal action against the 
government. We are defending that on the basis of the lead in the water, as found by the Chief Health Officer. We 
had to resolve that and now the opposition is taking John Holland’s side. What sort of people are you to do that to 
Western Australia? Yesterday they were taking the side of South Australian industry against Western Australian 
industry for submarine contracts, and today they are taking the side of John Holland, a multinational corporation, 
against the taxpayers of Western Australia. The Liberal Party in this state is, quite frankly, disgusting. 
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ARMADALE POLICE STATION 
1104. Dr A.D. BUTI to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the 24-hour police station in Armadale that the McGowan Labor government promised and delivered for 
my community, after years of public rallies, petitions and pleas to the former Liberal–National government. 
(1) Is there any risk to Armadale continuing as a 24-hour police station? 
(2) Are there any risks to any other 24-hour or extended-hour police stations? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Armadale for this important question. 
(1) When we were elected in 2017, we moved straightaway to implement our election commitments to have 

24-hour police stations at Ellenbrook, Cockburn and Armadale because for the previous 20 years or more 
there had been only a handful of 24-hour police stations in the metropolitan area. They were at Perth, 
Midland, Joondalup, Mirrabooka, Fremantle, Mandurah and Cannington. 
The problem is that over that period of 20 or 30 years, the metropolitan area expanded massively and 
people in the outer suburbs were not getting the same level of service. For the people of Armadale—not 
just in Armadale, but all those suburbs that have grown further away from Armadale, out to Byford, Oakford, 
Mundijong and places like that—their nearest 24-hour police station was Cannington, the biggest and 
most overworked police station in the state. Prior to the election of the McGowan government, all of the 
other police stations were closing at four o’clock in the afternoon. 
We also delivered on our commitment to extend the hours to 7.00 pm at Belmont, Canning Vale and 
Forrestfield police stations. That was a decision of government on behalf of the community of 
Western Australia. We said to people that they should have reasonable access to a police station in the 
same way that people in other areas have. The member for Armadale highlighted so many examples of 
people in genuine need who had been showing up at Armadale station after four o’clock in the afternoon 
and having to make their way to Cannington. I still remember that very poignant story of the father who 
took his daughter there after she had been sexually assaulted, who then had to trek down to Cannington.  

(2) Unfortunately, I have heard that there is a risk to continuing to have a 24-hour police station in Armadale, 
and there is a risk to every other 24-hour and extended-hour police station in the state. It seems that the 
Leader of the Opposition, who did not support Armadale, Cockburn and Ellenbrook having 24-hour 
police stations, was asked directly at the Western Australian Police Union of Workers conference on 
Monday, “Do you support having 24/7 police stations?” There were about 100 or something witnesses at 
that conference, and her answer was as follows: “I actually believe in closing the front counter at police 
stations”. To quote the Leader of the Opposition: “You need a few. You need to have a scattering of them.” 
Unfortunately, the Leader of the Opposition’s scatter does not include Armadale, it does not include 
Ellenbrook, it does not include Cockburn and it does not include extended hours at Forrestfield, Belmont 
or Canning Vale. She went on to say, according to my notes —  

“What we’d do is an assessment, because what we found when we were in Government is 
predominantly after 4pm it was taxi drivers turning up with drunk passengers or taxi drivers 
turning up with lost property. 
“My view is more police out on the road, we don’t need them baby-sitting police stations.  

There we have it: no commitment to a continuance of a 24-hour police station at Armadale, Cockburn or 
Ellenbrook.  

Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You can wave at me, but I am still calling you to order for the first time, member for Armadale.  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: On that helpful interjection, apparently the member for Hillarys also contributed to the 
conference on Monday. He said, according to my notes — 

The biggest concern I have around this is it’s not the job of the Police Minister to direct or instruct that 
happen and that’s the biggest failure of this Government’s decision around 24/7 police stations is they 
have not listened to police. 

I will tell members who we have listened to; we have listened to the community. On behalf of the community, we 
have supported the community. We have said that they need to have a proper level of service and access for people 
in the outer suburbs. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Carine.  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: In addition to that — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: — we have given the police extra numbers to deliver those extended hours and 24-hour 
police stations. I might just add that those 24-hour police stations, also in country areas, include Albany, Kalgoorlie, 
Broome, Geraldton, Karratha, Bunbury and Northam. Are you going to have a review of those too, Leader of the 
Opposition? Are they part of your scattering?  
The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood. You are looking over your shoulder; I was wondering what 
was going on. 

BUSSELTON — ECONOMIC GROWTH 
1105. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I just got this noise in the background, Mr Speaker.  
Mr T. Healy interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The only thing he has, Mr Speaker, is a good name.  
I refer to the WAtoday article “Give 10 regional towns ‘priority status’ to power the economy” and statements made 
by the chief executive officer of the Business Council of Australia identifying Busselton as one of the top 10 regional 
centres with the potential to power the nation’s economy. What is the McGowan government doing to support 
Busselton being elevated as a region of national economic significance?  
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am a strong supporter and a big fan of Busselton. Indeed, I was in Busselton a few weeks ago and had a meeting 
with the mayor, Grant Henley, an old Navy colleague. We had a good conversation about some of the projects that 
the council is working on in Busselton. We talked about Jetstar flying into the airport at Busselton, which he was very 
pleased with. He is very pleased with the work that the state government has done to secure Jetstar direct flights — 
Ms L. Mettam: Not this state government. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes; yes. The former government left office three years ago. When the flights arrive, it will 
be three years since it left office, so I do not know if the member for Vasse is up with the times there.  
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse.  
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is what has happened there. He is very pleased with the actions that the state government 
has taken to secure the Busselton direct flights. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, I call you to order for the first time.  
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, as you know, Busselton’s economy has very much an important tourism focus. 
Our international and interstate tourism efforts have resulted in Western Australia leading the nation in the growth 
of tourism numbers. In the last 12 months, visitor numbers to Busselton grew by 26 per cent, so our work around 
Australia and the world has secured additional tourists. As the member would know, there have been significant 
upgrades to Cape Naturaliste College, an important high school in Busselton. Strangely enough, in 2008, I opened 
Cape Naturaliste College as one of the many schools the then Labor government built in the member for Vasse’s 
electorate. The then member for Vasse was present when I opened it. It was on a dramatic day, as I recall. As 
members would know, we are spending, from memory, tens of millions of dollars to expand Cape Naturaliste 
College. Indeed, when we build the Bunbury Outer Ring Road, we will be undertaking some of the works on the 
Bussell Highway, which was never done—always requested but never done before. I visited some of that work. 
The Bunbury Outer Ring Road, of course, will have huge benefits for the people of not only the south west, but 
also Busselton.  
I am unaware of any WAtoday article, but we will continue to support the people of Busselton, as we do all regional 
communities across Western Australia.  

BUSSELTON — ECONOMIC GROWTH 
1106. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. When will the McGowan government open its eyes to what everyone in Australia 
can see and stop hindering the potential growth of the entire south west by withholding long-promised funding to 
build the Busselton Margaret River Airport terminal?  
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Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
We have secured flights from Melbourne using the existing terminal. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, you have had your question and supplementary. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: In conjunction, I congratulate, and I will congratulate again, the local city council, Grant Henley 
and councillors on their work in that regard. I also congratulate, in particular, the Minister for Regional Development, 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan, and the Minister for Transport, Rita Saffioti, in relation to securing those flights.  

When I was in Busselton—I forgot this—I also announced some money for improvements to Busselton Health Campus.  

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You were nowhere to be seen, member for Vasse. No-one knew where the member for Vasse 
was. She was off somewhere else. When I went to Busselton, the member for Vasse seemed to have no interest in 
my visit. The member for Vasse disappeared. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think she was just off having lunch somewhere. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, I know where you are today. I call you to order for the second time—third time, 
I should say. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The member for Vasse was not focused. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I cannot even speak when I look at the member for Dawesville! 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: He takes everyone’s breath away! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Is there something the member wants to own up to? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Settle! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I look at the member for Bateman and I look at the member for Dawesville and I keep 
wondering whether they have told their grandfathers that they took their suits! 

We will continue to support Busselton, but the reality is that Jetstar is flying into Busselton using the existing terminal. 
I understand that Jetstar has indicated that it is more than happy to use the existing terminal and it is appropriate 
for its needs. If a new terminal is built, it will increase Jetstar’s costs, so it does not support a new terminal; it is 
happy with the existing terminal. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you are on only two calls, so sorry about that. 

WESTERN POWER — PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 

1107. Ms J.J. SHAW to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to keeping Western Power in public hands. 

(1) Can the minister advise the house how the decision to stop the privatisation of Western Power has allowed 
a greater investment in training for WA workers, as well as supported the government’s commitment to 
delivering a cleaner and more affordable energy supply? 

(2) Can the minister outline to the house why it is only the McGowan Labor government that 
Western Australians can trust to keep Western Power in public hands? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
Before I answer, on behalf of the member for Bassendean, I want to acknowledge the members of the Ashfield Primary 
School Parents and Citizens Association who are in the gallery today. 

I appreciate the question. It is a great question. 

(1)–(2) I was recently able to inform the house about the standalone power system training that has been engaged 
by Western Power to support the future skills of Western Australian workers. That is being done in 
conjunction with the publicly owned TAFE college North Metropolitan TAFE. I can also report that 
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we are delivering 61 extra traineeship opportunities this year through Western Power—19 apprentices 
compared with 2016, when there were none; five new trainees compared with 2016, when there were 
none; nine graduate trainees compared with 2016, when there were none; and 26 pre-apprenticeships 
compared with 2016, when there were also none. 

Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: This shows that when we have a state-owned enterprise, we can get it to do things that are 
in the interests of the whole community. There is a danger for us here in this state, and that is of course the potential 
for a change of government and the sale of Western Power. I want to quote from budget paper No 1 from 2016. 
On page 6, it says — 

Mr Speaker, I am announcing today that the government proposes the sale of: 

• Western Power … 

Who was that? 

Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, listen to the answer. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: When the Leader of the Opposition was Deputy Premier, she supported through the 
Parliament the budget proposing the sale of Western Power. That was her agenda. In October 2017, the then 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition went on radio and said this — 

The one big promise out there that the Premier could break and solve his issues is to partially sell 
Western Power. 

But that was not the end of it. In February 2018, on ABC radio the then Deputy Leader of the Opposition said — 

Sell Western Power … That is a good solution. 

She knows, and we all know, the Liberal Party. It is in its DNA. It cannot help itself. It has to privatise. It has no 
choice. More recently, the Liberal Party said that it would have a look at that policy closer to the election. In 1996, 
the Liberal Party — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, you threw a couple of things up there and you got the crowd 
behind you, but I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: In 1996, prior to the election, the Liberal Party said that it would not sell Alinta. It said 
that it had no plans to privatise. What did it do afterwards? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It sold Alinta and it sold Wanneroo Hospital. 

Mr V.A. Catania: What about the TAB? Didn’t you say the same? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No. 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 

Mr V.A. Catania: What about Landgate? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: We have not sold Landgate. 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the second and third time. You were too 
busy shouting to hear the second call. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: This is one of the problems of the Liberal Party. It will say anything. The facts are that 
the Labor Party did not say that it would not sell the TAB. That is just not true. Go back and have a look at what 
we said. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is not in my portfolio, but anyone who comes in here and says that, is lying. Let us 
make it clear: Western Power has only one way to be protected from privatisation and that is the maintenance of 
a Labor government — 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: — because only the Labor government believes in public enterprise. Only the Labor 
government thinks that the best approach is to keep it in government. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please, I want to hear the answer. I am sure you do too. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Whether people live in Albany, Perenjori or Perth, they know that they are going to be 
better off with Western Power in government hands, and only the Labor Party will not privatise Western Power. 
Mr M.P. Murray: You’re gone! 
The SPEAKER: No, but you will be in a minute. I will put “Minister for Ageing”! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: It is the last day; it is a happy day, so we will go in order, even if the member is very slow! 

POLICE — ADDITIONAL OFFICERS 
1108. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
At the end of the third year of the Premier’s do-nothing Labor government — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please; there is not long to go. Relax. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: — why is the government overworking already stretched police officers across our 
state over summer rather than providing additional police officers? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
What a strange question. On the weekend, the Minister for Police announced an expansion to overtime over the 
summer period to ensure that we have an additional police presence in the period over the school holidays, particularly 
with longer hours of daylight and more people on holidays and leave, because, naturally, when there are more 
hours of leisure, there can be some additional antisocial behaviour and the like. An additional police presence 
using overtime is appropriate. I might say that if anyone talks to a police officer, they will be told that they support 
what the minister has announced. It is highly supported by the police force and the officers in the police force, because 
it makes total sense. It is broadly consistent with what has occurred in past years. On top of that, 148 additional 
police officers have been employed since we arrived in office after the election. That is 148 additional officers 
since we arrived in office. What we did allow, and I have explained this to the member before, was the targeted 
voluntary separation scheme to apply to police, because some police who might have been in the service for longer 
might have wanted the opportunity to leave, and that allowed us to employ more recruits and get some renewal 
into the police force, which I think a lot of police would think was a reasonable and appropriate thing to do. It has 
resulted in an additional 148 police officers since we came to office. Only one party went to the last state election 
with a policy to expand the number of police officers, and that was the Labor Party. The Liberal Party did not. We 
were waiting for the Liberal Party’s policy, Leader of the Opposition. We were waiting for the Liberal Party’s 
policy, but no policy appeared. We were watching each day wondering when the Liberal Party was going to do 
some work, and nothing came out. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We went to the election with the meth border force—again, a very sensible initiative to deal 
with a major problem in the community — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time 
Mr M. McGOWAN: — and we have delivered the meth border force and then some.  

POLICE — ADDITIONAL OFFICERS 
1109. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier finally listen to the WA Police Union and the WA community, 
who are crying out for additional police officers to deal with out-of-control violence in Western Australia? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The police union and the government have been working cooperatively on a range of things. But I would just 
say that the shadow minister does not listen to anything that is ever said to him. I will explain it to him again: 
148 additional officers since we came to office. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member is not listening. There seems to be a collective malady amongst Liberal Party 
members, whereby they do not listen and they are unable to process. I do not know what has happened to them, 
but they cannot process what they are told. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members on my left! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: There are 148 additional officers since we came to office. We have the highest number of 
police officers per head of population of any state in Australia, and we have expanded the number of police officers. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I heard you the first three times, member for Hillarys. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am a strong supporter of our police officers. I can tell members that over the course of the 
last two days, I spent some considerable time with police officers at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
A number of police officers were at the convention centre dealing with what may have occurred, and I must say 
that they handled the situation well. I have enormous respect for our police officers. We have a police officer in 
our ranks in the member for Burns Beach. We support police officers. We have a new Commissioner of Police. 
He is doing a terrific job. We are strong supporters of our state’s police. We are working cooperatively with the 
police union. We have employed more police officers since we came to office. 

TOURISM — DIRECT FLIGHTS — SHANGHAI–PERTH 
1110. Mr C.J. TALLENTIRE to the Minister for Tourism: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to boosting the state’s tourism businesses and creating 
tourism jobs through its unprecedented efforts to secure more direct flights to Western Australia. Can the minister 
outline to the house how the direct flights between Shanghai and Perth will help attract more Chinese holiday-makers 
to WA over the summer period, and, in doing so, help grow the WA economy? 
Mr P. PAPALIA replied: 
I thank the member for Thornlie for his enthusiastic support of tourism—and why would he not support tourism? 
The biggest number of people from outside the state in history are coming to Western Australia, and they are 
spending more than ever before since we launched our — 
Ms L. Mettam interjected 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! You now have three. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: She is on three! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: According to Tourism Research Australia, the largest number of out-of-state visitors in history 
are coming to Western Australia, and they are spending more than ever before in history. Most interestingly, 
we have had the biggest number of international visitor holiday-makers in history. In the 12 months to June, 
506 000 people came from overseas to Western Australia. That is a fantastic outcome, but we want more. That 
is why last Tuesday I was very pleased to attend an event at the new Ritz-Carlton, Perth with the Premier, 
Minister Tinley, the Treasurer, business luminaries from Western Australia, and the Western Australian Chinese 
community, to celebrate, acknowledge and promote the first trial of China Eastern Airlines flights between 
Shanghai and Perth, commencing on 15 January. I would like to take the opportunity to encourage every member 
of Parliament, if they can, to consider flying on these flights during this trial. We need those flights to work so that 
we can convince China Eastern to roll on into regular flights post the trial. We do not want it to stop; we want it 
to keep going. It is a trial over Chinese New Year. It will boost numbers. It will be invaluable. People will come 
to this state, and they will get into our cafes, bars, hotels and restaurants, and they will get out to the regions, and 
they will grow jobs. But we want it to work so that we can be connected to Shanghai, a city of 29 million people, 
surrounded by cities of 10 million people. This is a huge new market, like a whole new country. We currently have 
only one direct flight between Perth and China—from Guangzhou. That is wonderful, and I am very thankful to 
China Southern Airlines for those flights. But if we can get China Eastern to continue these flights from Shanghai 
on a regular basis, it would be a great coup. 
I have a bit of information. The flights will start on 15 January, three times a week, providing around 7 000 seats 
to and from Perth. The flights will depart Shanghai at 20 past midnight and arrive in Perth at 9.50 am. The return 
leg from Perth will depart at 11.50 am and arrive in Shanghai at 9.10 pm. 
Mr V.A. Catania: How much? 
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Mr P. PAPALIA: What does the member mean? 
Mr V.A. Catania: What is the cost? 
The SPEAKER: It is more than you can afford, member for North West Central. You are on three calls, by the 
way, but I am not throwing you out on the last day. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I want to explain to the National Party that we do not subsidise flights. We market the route. 
We give money to the inbound tour operators to get people on the plane so that they will come here—unlike some 
other proposals around chartering aircraft. That is not what it is. This is an effort to grow awareness in Shanghai 
of our market, and then get people on these flights and encourage China Eastern to continue the flights. We are 
spending $1 million extra this year on marketing Western Australia in Shanghai, in an effort to grow awareness in 
Shanghai and surrounds and get that market to lift. 
The Chinese market has grown substantially in recent years, thanks to our efforts, with 14 per cent growth in the 
last 12 months, and 66 700 Chinese visitors to Western Australia. The interesting thing about it is that that is 
under-performing as a proportion of the national market; we do not get our per capita share, yet the Chinese are 
our biggest spenders. They are about fifth in terms of numbers, but they are our biggest spenders. If we can get the 
numbers up, it will be a massive boost to all of Western Australia. I cannot believe that anyone, even someone as 
shallow and inane as the member for North West Central, would criticise this effort. I would encourage him to get 
on the plane and fly to Shanghai. He can go online and book it.  
Mr V.A. Catania: Do you know how much it costs per flight? 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, you are on three. I can organise a one-way ticket for you. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: They had promotional deals, but I think those have gone. It was about $500 return. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I am not their salesman! I am just trying to encourage members to make the flights work. 
I thought the member meant how much it cost the government. I did not realise that is what the member meant. 
I will find out and get back to him. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: If the member for North West Central promises not to come back, I will pay for the flight going over! 

KIARA COLLEGE 
1111. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Planning: 
I refer to the state government’s plan to sell off 14 hectares of farmland used by Kiara College’s specialist agricultural 
program, against the best interests of the students, industry, agriculture advocacy groups — 
Mr D.J. Kelly: You were going to sell it! 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: You were going to sell it! 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: — and other educational organisations. 
(1) Will the minister force Kiara College to relinquish this parcel of land, which is unique in its use for 

metropolitan agricultural education and attracts some 3 000 outside students each year? 
(2) Does the minister agree that selling the land for housing goes against the original arrangement entered into by 

the Gallop government in 2004, under which the full 26 hectares were to be used as the school’s farming land? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question. I do not have all the details about the numbers. As I understand, the 

balance that we have reached is that I am making sure that Kiara College has funds to upgrade its ageing 
facilities, which is a huge win for the local community and those students. It is actually preserving the 
agricultural college and making sure there is significant land, as I understand and as I recall. 

Mr P.J. Rundle: Less than half. 
The SPEAKER: You will have the opportunity for a supplementary. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will go through what the member was suggesting. We are basically making sure that there 
are significant landholdings for the expansion and continuation of the agricultural college. As part of our Metronet 
plan, we are connecting Kiara College with the wider network to make those programs available to everyone across 
the entire suburb. We are selling off far less land than the former government had budgeted in its forward estimates, 
member. I do not quite understand what the member is talking about. We made commitments. We are delivering 
those commitments, and we are getting the balance right in the amount that is sold and the amount that is preserved 
for the local community and the school. 
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KIARA COLLEGE 
1112. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Planning: 
For the minister’s information, actually more than half of the land is being sold. I have a supplementary question. 
Is this just another signal of the mean McGowan government’s lack of support for the agricultural sector? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
Unlike many members of the Nationals WA who grew up in an agricultural household, this government is doing 
more for regional WA than any government before it. There are projects like the Bunbury Outer Ring Road and 
regional road projects across the state. 
Mr D.T. Redman: Bring on the debate. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Okay; I will bring on the debate. 
Mr D.T. Redman: Yes, bring it on, because that would be a really good one to have about who has made 
a significant commitment to regional Western Australia. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. Come on; get up and do it! 
The SPEAKER: Do not worry about me! Continue, but not across the chamber, please. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There are road projects everywhere in regional WA. The feedback I get from councils is that 
they have never seen a government invest more in regional WA. The Minister for Agriculture and Food has been 
working with the sector. All government members are committed to growing our agricultural industries. That type 
of supplementary question is absolutely crazy and does not actually reflect the answer that I gave, which showed 
that we are doing more for the agricultural arm of that college than the previous government did. The previous 
government and the National Party Minister for Lands or Minister for Housing or whoever it was actually committed 
to selling the entire area. Member, we are absolutely proud of our commitment to Kiara College. The member for 
Bassendean frankly cannot stop talking about Kiara College. He is working with that group and the school and is 
recognised as someone who is supporting that college and that community. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES — VOLUNTEER HUB 
1113. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Emergency Services: 
Before I ask my question, I just want to thank the 80-plus vollies and personnel who were out fighting a major 
bushfire in my electorate of Murray–Wellington last night. It is now under control, so that is great news. 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to supporting our emergency services volunteers, 
especially ahead of the upcoming bushfire season. Can the minister update the house on how the Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services’ new Volunteer Hub will support our vollies in the important work that they do to 
keep our community safe, and can the minister also advise how this builds on the government’s record of providing 
improved resources for our emergency services workers? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member for her question and for her very strong support for the volunteers not only in her own electorate 
but also across Western Australia. As members know, I have spoken a number of times about the commitment of 
the McGowan government, the commissioner and myself to rebuilding a close and collegiate relationship with 
volunteers across Western Australia. If members remember, under the previous Liberal–National government, the 
relationship between the government, and particularly its ministers, and volunteers, and particularly volunteer 
associations, was toxic. The government has had to turn that around and show willingness to encourage people to 
become volunteers in the first place, and to ensure that they are looked after once they become volunteers as well. 
We have done a very, very good job. 
One of the latest things we have done, as the member for Murray–Wellington just indicated, is the Volunteer Hub, 
which is a website that went live on 31 October. The website is the work of personnel of the Department of Fire 
and Emergency Services who have skills in creating websites, and who received input from over 400 volunteers 
to determine what that website should look like and the type of information that should be held on it. The volunteers 
walked me through the website the other day. I must admit that it is absolutely fantastic. It really is a great tool. It 
is far more sophisticated than I thought it would be. I thought it would be just a platform to enable the exchange of 
information between volunteer brigades and units and the department, but it contains a huge amount of information, 
and particularly operational information that the vollies want when they are going out to a fire ground, to sea or to 
a rescue. The mapping systems on the Volunteer Hub are absolutely first class. That comes on top of the other 
work we have done with the volunteers, such as putting on volunteer liaison and relationship officers so that we 
take some of the administrative workload off volunteers around WA. It is also about the support we have given 
them when they had been ignored for so long. I will give one example: volunteer marine rescue services. For some 
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reason, they were not funded by the previous Liberal–National government—they were overlooked when it came 
to emergency services levy funding. We have turned that around. New boats are now being floated out across 
Western Australia. Those groups are unbelievably happy with our government. They are unbelievably happy with 
the great relationship that has formed between our government and the people who go out there every summer and 
put their lives on the line to keep our community safe. 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 

1114. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
We are now at the end of the third year of the do-nothing McGowan Labor government. Can the Premier confirm — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Start again, member for Vasse. 
Ms L. METTAM: We are at the end of the third year of the do-nothing McGowan Labor government. Can the 
Premier confirm that none of Labor’s major infrastructure election promises, including all the Metronet rail lines, 
medihotels and the expansion of Joondalup Health Campus, have commenced construction or created any new jobs? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The illness of asking silly questions has spread from the Leader of the Opposition back through the ranks of the 
Liberal Party. There seems to be some sort of virus that has caught on in the Liberal Party that has created an 
extraordinary level of bad dress and a range of silly questions being asked all week. As I explained to the house 
before, you cannot just arrive in office with no plans being left to you, with no engineering, with no designs or the 
like, and then suddenly go out the next day with a shovel and start building a rain line. That is not really the way it 
works. As I have explained to the house on numerous occasions, on Sunday we started work, and people are on site, 
on the Yanchep rail line. Next year, five additional rail lines will be underway. The biggest road-building program 
in the history of Western Australia is underway all over the regions and the city. We have a new museum being 
built in the middle of Northbridge. What will be one of Western Australia’s best high schools, Bob Hawke College, 
is being built in the member for Nedlands’ electorate. We resolved the issues around the children’s hospital that 
the previous government was unable to deal with. We secured funding to put in place a new women’s and babies’ 
hospital—we are at least halfway there in terms of funding the hospital. Rail manufacturing will start soon in 
Western Australia, which will be the first time in 30 years that that work has been done here. There are numerous 
projects. A significant capital works budget of around $6 billion per year is being spent in Western Australia by 
the state government. 
I can list all the road projects around the state for the member. There are so many that it is hard to even believe 
that so much work of that nature is going on. At the same time, we have done it without driving up debt. In fact, 
we are the only state government in Australia that is driving down debt—the only one. The New South Wales 
government is driving debt through the roof. It sold off all its assets and, at the same time, managed to drive up 
debt. That is a really quite extraordinary achievement by the New South Wales Treasurer to be able to do that. We 
have managed to drive down debt, have a record infrastructure program, have record low increases in fees and 
charges for at least the last 13 years, create 56 000 jobs since we came to office and provide the best services of 
anywhere in Australia. It is the best state in the world. 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 

1115. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the do-nothing government’s lack of progress on these projects, will the 
Premier commit to fully funding these projects in the mid-year review to stimulate jobs and the economy? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Which projects is the member referring to? 
Ms L. Mettam: In the first question. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Who writes your questions for you? 
The SPEAKER: Excuse me. We are getting close to the end. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member had the question written for her and she does not know what she is talking 
about. As I indicated to the house, we do not operate like the last government. It took debt from under $5 billion 
to over $40 billion. That it managed to do that was an extraordinary achievement, and the Liberal Party in its heart 
of hearts is ashamed of it. We have managed to have a significant infrastructure program. We have managed to 
secure federal government funding. We have managed to drive down debt at the same time. We have managed 
to ensure that we have proper processes in government that the previous government did not have. We have 
a proper Expenditure Review Committee process through which spending commitments go. We do not have dual 
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Liberal and Nationals budget processes as the previous government did. The people who deal with these issues in 
government are so happy that they have responsible people in charge of these processes so it does not go out of 
control, as had occurred. 
Today, of all days, and yesterday we have been dealing with the John Holland issue—a legacy of the last government. 
A multinational company is suing the state government of Western Australia for $300 million because it claims 
that the last government made extraordinary mistakes, and the member for Riverton is nodding. He is selling out 
the people of Western Australia. The Liberal Party is selling out the people of Western Australia. The fact that it 
would go and back John Holland against the taxpayers of our state says that it should not be in Parliament, and the 
Leader of the Opposition should disown those comments. She should say that the member for Riverton was wrong. 
Was the member for Riverton wrong? 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: I am not commenting on a matter before the courts. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition said, “I am not commenting on a matter before the courts”. 
She is not backing the taxpayers of Western Australia. She is not backing the government of Western Australia 
against John Holland. We now have the Leader of the Opposition in John Holland’s court. We have the member 
for Riverton in John Holland’s court. We are trying to protect the Western Australian taxpayers from a potential 
$300 million liability that John Holland is claiming was the previous government’s doing, and all it can do is 
take John Holland’s side. Yesterday, the Leader of the Opposition was out there taking the government of 
South Australia’s side, trying to provide excuses for the federal government if it decides to award the submarine 
project to South Australia. They are just quislings to the people of WA. 
Ms L. Mettam: I have a supplementary question. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You already had one. 
Ms L. Mettam: I have another one. 
The SPEAKER: No. That is the end of question time. 

WATER SUPPLY SCHEME — DENMARK 
Question on Notice 5501 — Answer Advice 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [3.02 pm]: Under standing order 80(2), I have an outstanding question 
to the Minister for Water, question 5501, which is over a month overdue. 
MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Water) [3.03 pm]: I will follow that question up and, hopefully, 
the member will get an answer next year. 

PALLIATIVE CARE — SOUTH WEST AND GREAT SOUTHERN REGIONS 
Question on Notice 5593 — Answer Advice 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [3.03 pm]: Under standing order 80(2), I have another question that 
is overdue to the Minister for Health, question on notice 5593, to do with palliative care in the south west and great 
southern. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [3.03 pm]: It is with me, so I think I will have signed that 
off today. 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 5647, 5654, 5657, 5658, 5660, 5662, 5664, 5665 
Answer Advice 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [3.04 pm]: Under standing order 80(2), I have a number of outstanding questions 
to the Minister for Health. They are questions on notice 5647, 5654, 5657, 5658, 5660, 5662, 5664 and 5665. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [3.04 pm]: As per usual, I am happy to provide the member 
with an update on all his questions. I think I have 20 here going to various issues, some of significance and some 
of great triviality. I am very happy to advise that, with the exception of 5660, most are in hand and should be in 
very shortly and, as has now become the custom, I am happy to provide him with the details. 

WATER CORPORATION — PROGRAMMED FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
Question on Notice 5632 — Answer Advice 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [3.04 pm]: Under standing order 80(2), I have not received an answer to question 
on notice 5632 from the Minister for Water. That is overdue by 13 days. 
MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Water) [3.04 pm]: I will chase that up and get the member an 
answer as soon as possible. 
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POLICE — SERGEANTS 

Question on Notice 5695 — Answer Advice 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [3.04 pm]: Under standing order 80(2), I seek an explanation from the 
Minister for Police of when I am likely to receive an answer to question on notice 5695, which is now overdue. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [3.05 pm]: I thought we were up to date, but if there 
is one outstanding, I will ensure the member gets the answer as soon as possible. 

WATER CORPORATION — 40 PADSTOW STREET — KARRINYUP 
Question on Notice 5592 — Answer Advice 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [3.05 pm]: I also have an outstanding question with the Minister for Water. I am 
wondering when I will get an answer to question on notice 5592. 

MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Water) [3.05 pm]: My recollection is that is a very short 
question—not like those from the member for Cottesloe, whose questions are very long—and my understanding 
is that I have signed that question and the member should be getting the answer soon. That is the benefit of 
a succinct question. 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 5580–5590, 5594–5597, 5599–5612 AND 5614–5625 

Answer Advice 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.06 pm]: I have a number of questions 
to the Minister for Environment so I ask whether the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Environment 
could follow up these questions on notice: 5580–5590, 5594–5597, 5600–5625 — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! The member is on his feet and he has the call. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I cannot remember the first number I gave the minister, but I will. I said question on 
notice 5594–5597, 5599–5612 and 5614–5625. There are 41 in total. 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.06 pm]: I thank the member. I will jump to it and 
consult with the minister very quickly. 

FAMILY COURT AMENDMENT BILL 2019 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley) [3.07 pm]: I was seeking to make eye contact with the member for 
Hillarys to confirm that he had concluded his comments before lunch. I thank the member for his contribution to 
this debate on the Family Court Amendment Bill 2019. I rise to make a brief contribution in support of this 
legislation. I wish to touch on only two points. The first is the way in which this legislative amendment serves to 
raise awareness of issues of family and domestic violence with a view to its prevention, and the way in which that 
awareness raising dovetails quite well with the 16 Days in WA to Stop Violence against Women campaign. That 
initiative comes as a direct consequence of the McGowan Labor government’s appointment of the very first 
Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence. The second issue I hope to canvass this afternoon is 
what this bill does and, in particular, the cross-examination ban and the promotion of the use of legal advocates in 
our adversarial system. Members are unlikely to recall the contribution that I made on 27 November 2018 when 
we were discussing the Child Support (Commonwealth Powers) Bill. 

Mr P. Papalia: One of your best! 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: Thank you, minister. 

That bill was introduced in order to update the Western Australian legislation as it related to the operations of the 
commonwealth authority, the Child Support agency, to make sure that the Western Australian Parliament had the 
legislative framework to give effect to the national system. During that contribution, I recited some of the relevant 
history of the provisions of the commonwealth Constitution and the retention of the powers of the WA Constitution 
to make laws in respect of family law matters. 

The reason I raise this issue is the concluding comments made by the member for Hillarys and the interjection 
made by the Treasurer, as the minister with carriage of this bill, about the referral of WA’s family law powers. 
Leaving to one side the pros and cons of that particular endeavour, which I will not express an opinion on now but it 
is always something to continue the conversation on, it still remains the authority and responsibility of this Parliament 
to make sure that our family law provisions and the way that our Family Court operates are consistent with national 
standards—which brings me to the Family Court Amendment Bill. At about the same time as I was making that 
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contribution on 5 December last year, the Family Law Amendment (Family Violence and Cross-examination of 
Parties) Bill 2018, which amended the Family Law Act to provide protections for victims of family violence during 
the cross-examination process in all family law proceedings, passed through both houses of federal Parliament. 
That was almost 12 months ago. 

This bill will bring the Family Court of Western Australia civil procedure mechanisms up to date with the changes 
that have been made at a commonwealth level. It will do so by providing that parties, when possible, should obtain 
their own legal representation for the purposes of cross-examining other parties in Family Court proceedings when 
there are circumstances of family or domestic violence. The reason that this is an important initiative is the significant 
stress and distress that is occasioned by having to participate in adversarial court processes. The common law 
system, as distinct from the civil law system, is predicated on an adversarial process; that is, the two parties are 
largely responsible for the conduct of the court case. They are largely responsible for the conduct of the litigation, 
with a very soft touch applied by the curial officer, the judge or what have you who has oversight of the court 
process. That is distinct from what is seen in civil law jurisdictions, in which there is a much more inquisitorial 
approach and the judge has a much greater role to play in the way in which the litigation is conducted. The 
problem with that is that it puts a great deal of onus on each of the parties to bring forward and prosecute their 
cases. That problem is accentuated in circumstances in which parties are self-represented. Unfortunately, the 
incidence of self-represented litigants is on the rise, particularly in Family Court proceedings. 

The problem that this legislation tries to address is the circumstances in Family Court proceedings when there are 
victims of family and domestic violence. But there is a precedent for the use of remedial mechanisms or beneficial 
mechanisms for witnesses who are required to give evidence in this sort of circumstance. We have had for a very 
long time provisions in our Supreme Court, District Court and Magistrates Court processes, particularly in criminal 
law proceedings, whereby a vulnerable witness can be declared so by the court and they can be allowed special 
protections. This is a very fine balancing act, because if members have regard to the adversarial system, they will 
recognise that the cross-examination process is an integral part of testing evidence in a proceeding and allowing 
a court to make findings of fact—evidence-based findings. Putting an end to victims being cross-examined by 
perpetrators will improve the ability of those victims to give clear and cogent evidence. Furthermore, the 
cross-examination of perpetrators by legal practitioners rather than by parties will ensure that the evidence is 
appropriately tested and therefore more reliable. The evidence is specific to the matters in issue between the parties. 
If a party has a legal representative who knows exactly what elements of the cause of action need to be established 
to succeed in the prosecution of their case, it is much less likely that there will be a discursive cross-examination. 
The cross-examination will be narrow and focused and the witnesses will need to provide evidence only about 
those matters that are directly relevant to and directly on point in the proceedings. In the context of our adversarial 
system, in which the judge acts as a finder of fact, that is all to the good. 

There is one more point that I want to raise, and this was also touched on by the member for Hillarys. Members 
will be aware that I have always been a strong advocate of the use of legal representatives in court proceedings, 
because they save money and the court’s time and they allow the court to arrive at the important issues rather than 
intercede on behalf of one party or the other. For example, my advocacy for the funding for community legal 
centres and Legal Aid WA is all precisely on this point. One of the essential features of the regime that is currently 
up for discussion is that parties, when possible, should obtain their own legal representation; and, if a party is 
unrepresented, they will be advised to obtain representation and will also be referred to Legal Aid WA, which 
administers the commonwealth family violence and cross-examination of parties scheme. In support of this 
legislation, the commonwealth has established the scheme and it has provided funding for legal aid commissions 
across Australia. Legal Aid WA has received funding for this initiative in the first half of the funding allocation 
for 2019–20. That money is designed to allow for the cost of those unrepresented parties who are required to 
undertake cross-examination to obtain the necessary legal representation. That will lead to a more efficient operation 
of Family Court proceedings. What is interesting about this legislation is that it recognises that those vulnerable 
witness protections that already exist in our criminal jurisdiction can be translated across to our civil jurisdiction, 
particularly in the Family Court. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: If one party gets legal aid, what happens if the other party does not have legal representation? 
How can they get legal aid? 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: The short answer is that I do not know the answer to that, but I suspect that it will depend 
on how the scheme operates. It will depend on the nature of the issue in dispute between the parties and whether 
the other party—this is going to get confusing—to the proceedings is also required to cross-examine the first party. 
My understanding of how the commonwealth funding scheme works is that if a party is required to cross-examine 
the other party, that party will be entitled to seek that representation. In those circumstances, with this mechanism 
to encourage parties to obtain legal representation, both parties should take the necessary steps. The eligibility for 
legal aid will depend on each person’s particular pecuniary circumstances. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: My understanding is that if both are eligible, and the first person gets in and gets it, but then 
the next person applies, it is too late because the first person has applied; is that right? I thought you might know. 
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Mr S.A. MILLMAN: I would be surprised if that was the outcome. That would be a strange outcome. The 
Legal Aid Commission does not just say that a party needs a legal aid lawyer; it also refers them to other legal service 
providers who might be able to provide the service. For the purposes of this debate, I should not be the one to answer 
that question. I think the minister or somebody else should answer that question to make it clear, so there is no 
confusion for practitioners in the operation of the scheme. I thank the member for the interjection; it was a good point. 
The only other point that I wanted to make on the way the procedure operates is derived from the National Domestic 
and Family Violence Bench Book, which is a resource provided to judicial officers. A very useful table in that book 
summarises all of the existing provisions that provide protections for vulnerable witnesses. At the moment, the 
only protection that exists in WA is the protections provided for under the WA Evidence Act 1906, and that is for 
the classification of a special witness. This bill will bring the operation of this policy objective out of the criminal 
law jurisdiction and into the civil law jurisdiction via the Family Court. 
Finally, I return to something that I mentioned earlier: what will be achieved by virtue of having this discussion in 
Parliament at this time? Right now, we are in the midst of the third annual 16 Days in WA campaign. It is an initiative 
that I would say is a direct consequence of the McGowan government instituting the state’s very first Minister for 
Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence. It also highlights the efforts of the government in respect of family 
and domestic violence more generally. In that regard, I would refer members to the excellent article in The West 
Australian yesterday by Peter Law titled “Tables Turned on Fiends”. An overhaul of the family violence laws was 
introduced by the Attorney General yesterday as part of the ongoing legislative reform that this government is 
engaged in. Although I commend the Attorney General, I think it is a real testament to the McGowan government. 
There is every indication that we will leave a lasting legacy for the state of Western Australia. I heard what the 
opposition had to say. We are on a unity ticket with regard to this. The opposition abhors family and domestic 
violence just as much as we do. One day, under a future Liberal government, perhaps led by the member for 
Dawesville in two or three terms, he will persist in having a Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence 
and just by changing the way the narrative runs — 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Maybe we will not need one in the future. 
Mr S.A. MILLMAN: Of course, member, that is the hope. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Sadly, we will. 
Mr S.A. MILLMAN: Like so many other debates we have in this place, such as debates about road traffic accidents, 
workplace accidents and drug dealers, it is to the credit of the opposition that it supports this and other legislation 
that is driving towards important reforms. The opposition can see that this is a necessary reform to tackle what the 
Attorney General has described as an epidemic in our community. There is so much work still to be done. In having 
this debate at this stage, all we do is good work because we raise the profile of the issue in the community and we 
address what is an injustice in the system at the moment. We make the system fairer and more equitable and we 
make it easier for victims to obtain justice. With those comments, I conclude my contribution to the debate. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House). 

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 26 November on the following question — 
That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [3.24 pm]: It is a pleasure to rise here today to make a contribution to the 
Premier’s Statement that was delivered at the beginning of this parliamentary year to set out our legislative agenda 
for the year ahead. Here we are, on potentially our final sitting day of 2019, and what a year it has been for 
Joondalup, where the focus has been on delivering local jobs. I am going to use my time today to reflect on the 
significant number of achievements that have occurred this year. I must say that it has been another very busy and 
positive year for the Joondalup electorate. We have continued to see significant investment from the McGowan 
Labor government into Joondalup and the northern corridor more widely with a number of projects progressing 
and being delivered. 
Some of the major highlights of the year in Joondalup have been the approvals for the Ocean Reef Marina; the 
opening of the stroke unit at Joondalup Health Campus; the contract advertised and construction commencing on 
the performing arts centre at Ocean Reef Senior High School; designs being unveiled for the performing arts centre 
at Belridge Secondary College; and construction and early works are commencing as we speak on the Yanchep 
rail line extension. We have an active and engaged community and I am proud to be the local member. 
I want to begin by talking about the Ocean Reef Marina. The McGowan government has invested over $120 million 
to deliver this iconic project. After 30 years of discussions in the community about a potential Ocean Reef Marina, 
I am proud to stand here as the local member for Joondalup and part of a government that will deliver this 
infrastructure to our region. Over the past two years, the government has worked proactively to make this marina 
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project to reality. We have successfully delivered a number of key approvals to take the marina project forward. 
These include achieving environmental approval in August from the Minister for Environment after an extensive 
public environmental review process, navigating the excision of the marina area through both houses of Parliament 
to make the development at this location possible, and the Minister for Planning approving the metropolitan region 
scheme amendment for the project. Just last month, a Smart Cities workshop for Ocean Reef Marina was held at 
the Ocean Reef Sea Sports Club. A number of people with diverse skillsets came together to discuss ideas and 
opportunities that may be created to deliver on our vision for a world-class marina. The Treasurer; Minister for 
Lands, Ben Wyatt, visited the Ocean Reef Boat Harbour with me a few months ago. With all of the necessary 
approvals, requirements and legislation being passed, it is clear that we are on track for construction to commence 
next year. 

This project will be a key economic driver for the region. It will become a hub of employment for northern suburbs 
locals, both during construction and the operation of the marina. It will be a place for people to live and for tourists 
and families to enjoy. A number of key stakeholders have been integral in the success we have had in bringing 
the Ocean Reef Marina to reality. I have mentioned them before in this house. They include the Ocean Reef Sea 
Sports Club, with Commodore Corrie Coetzee, through its membership and marina subcommittee; the recently 
rebranded Marine Rescue Whitfords, formerly known as the Whitfords Volunteer Sea Rescue Group, with 
Commander Geoff Sparrow; and the Joondalup City RSL, with president Rick Green. 

This weekend, on 1 December, the newly rebranded Marine Rescue Whitfords is holding an open day onsite 
from 11.00 am until 3.00 pm. The group is opening its doors to enable the public to look at its operations and its 
new boat RV Ken Blackie. There will be safety talks, rescue boats to look at, tours of the radio operations, flare 
demonstrations, a 30-second challenge, and the old-for-new lifejacket upgrade initiative. The police helicopter will 
be there to look at and there will be talks by people from the Aquarium of Western Australia, and much more. Of 
course, rescue volunteers will be cooking the snags at the barbecue trailer. The rescue volunteers will also be there 
to meet and answer any questions that local residents might have about all things marine safety. I will be heading 
there on Sunday for a community information session. Also in attendance will be officers from DevelopmentWA, 
formerly known as LandCorp, who will be providing updates on the Ocean Reef Marina development. 

I am sure members will recall the local good-news story in the media of a fisherman who was rescued in October 
this year after his boat overturned approximately two nautical miles west of Ocean Reef Boat Harbour. I want to 
use this opportunity to say thank you to the marine rescue volunteers who work tirelessly to keep us safe on the 
water and also our water police. 

I now move on to healthcare infrastructure and the investment that we have seen in Joondalup. I am proud that the 
McGowan government is putting patients first. This year saw the opening of the stroke unit at the Joondalup Health 
Campus. This was a $5 million investment for a 12-bed inpatient unit. It has been operating successfully and 
straightaway has begun saving lives. The success of this facility being located in Joondalup was also a culmination 
of the hard work and support from Sally Allen and her team at the northern suburbs stroke support group. The 
McGowan government is invested in ensuring that we continue to grow health infrastructure in the northern corridor. 
I am excitedly awaiting the announcement, which I am sure will take place shortly, that works will be commencing 
on the major upgrade and expansion to the Joondalup Health Campus.  

We have also seen the rollout of the general practitioner urgent care clinic pilot in Western Australia, and for 
Joondalup residents, these include the Belridge Medical Centre in Beldon and St John Medical in Edgewater. It is 
great news for the people of Joondalup that we now have two locations that they can access locally. On the first day 
of the pilot, I visited Belridge Medical Centre with the Minister for Health, Roger Cook. Joining us was the chief 
executive officer of the practice, Colin La Galia, managing director Vasantha Preetham, and practice principal 
Yamini Preetham. We were told of the case that had presented that morning requiring support from the urgent care 
team. The GP urgent care clinics are for residents requiring urgent medical care for non-life-threatening injuries, 
taking the pressure off the busy Joondalup Health Campus emergency department. We have an outstanding 
hospital in Joondalup Health Campus, but it has the second busiest emergency department in Australia, with over 
100 000 presentations annually. The main driver for the impending upgrade of the emergency department is the 
difficulty working through those presentations and operating at the same time. As a mum, I know how important 
it is to have access to quality health services when they are needed, given that it is often the case that children’s 
injuries or illnesses happen at any time of the day or night. GP urgent care clinics give us more choice, while 
easing the pressure on our busy hospital emergency departments. This is a win–win for all people across WA. 

This year we have seen the introduction of voluntary assisted dying legislation into the Parliament. This is a significant 
piece of legislation that is still proceeding through the upper house. In late July, Hon Alannah MacTiernan and 
I hosted a northern suburbs end-of-life choices forum that saw over 340 local residents come to hear from 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan, member for North Metropolitan Region; the Chair of the Joint Select Committee on 
End of Life Choices, the member for Morley, Amber-Jade Sanderson; the former federal Liberal member for Moore, 
Dr Mal Washer; and representatives from Dying with Dignity. Having surveyed, doorknocked, phone-called and spoken 
to the Joondalup electorate, it was clear to me that that over 80 per cent of our community supports this legislation. 
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During the months that the debate on voluntary assisted dying has been underway in Parliament, a number of reports 
have informed discussion on this very important matter. In particular, there was the report of the Joint Select 
Committee on End of Life Choices, in which recommendation 7 states that the Minister for Health should facilitate 
the establishment of an inpatient specialist palliative care hospice providing publicly funded beds in the northern 
suburbs of Perth. The McGowan government has invested $41 million into end-of-life choices and palliative care 
services, as a package for Western Australians, as part of the 2019–20 budget. The investment will provide extra 
support and enhanced community-based palliative care services across the state. 
Recommendation 7 prompted me and my northern suburbs colleague the member for Wanneroo to petition for 
additional palliative care services to be located at Joondalup Health Campus. We know there is a need, and we know 
that some beds are located at Osborne Park Hospital, but otherwise residents are required to attend Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital. We then saw an additional $17.8 million invested by the government to enhance palliative care 
services, and $9 million of that was allocated towards a 10-bed inpatient palliative care service in northern 
metropolitan suburbs. The member for Wanneroo and I tabled petitions with over 1 000 signatures in Parliament 
in October and presented those to the house and the Minister for Health, Roger Cook, calling for additional palliative 
care beds to be located at the Joondalup Health Campus. We are still also circulating a petition online if anyone is 
interested in signing it. As the northern suburbs continues to grow, we need to ensure that we invest in palliative 
care services in Joondalup. Palliative care is an essential part of end-of-life care, allowing our sickest and most 
vulnerable to be cared for with dignity during their final stages of life. 
Slightly as an aside, but very relevant today, I am sure, and over the coming weeks, when we talk about voluntary 
assisted dying legislation, we need to be very clear that the majority of Western Australians support and respect 
an individual’s choice at their end of life, when death is imminent, to choose to end their suffering and access 
voluntary assisted dying. We live in a democracy in which the Parliament should reach a vote on this legislation. 
But what we have currently is a rogue upper house member of Parliament who is continuing to defy his leader and 
is doing all he can to delay this law, very openly saying that no matter — 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I am just seeking your clarification, Mr Acting Speaker. My reading of the standing orders 
is that members cannot make a disparaging remark about someone in the other place. I could be wrong, but I am 
keen to get your counsel on that, if I could, please. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr R.S. Love): Member, you cannot reflect poorly on members of the other place, 
so I ask that you withdraw that statement. 
Ms E. HAMILTON: I withdraw the statement, but continue with my comments. 

Debate Resumed 
Ms E. HAMILTON: The legislation is now in the upper house, and although it is important to ensure that 
legislation is considered and scrutinised, we need to ensure that our community conveys that these types of tactics 
are not what our community deserves. 
This response to the Premier’s Statement is the opportunity for backbenchers such as myself to reflect on the strong 
agenda of the government and convey what it means for the people of Joondalup. The McGowan government is 
committed to delivering world-class education for our kids. We have a number of fantastic primary and secondary 
schools in the electorate; amazing teaching, support and administration staff who are invested in their schools; and 
engaged parent groups. We have seen six science labs delivered into local primary schools, including Beldon Primary 
School, with principal Geoff Elliot; Connolly Primary School, with principal David Womersley; Beaumaris Primary 
School, with principal Jo Stephens; Currambine Primary School, with principal Geoff Smith, Ocean Reef Primary 
School, with principal Peter Blackwell; and Edgewater Primary School, with principal Kim Perkins. I am also 
aware that there is strong support from the local P&Cs and school boards at these primary schools, which have 
welcomed the strong investment. These, we hope, will ignite interest in science in WA children from a young age, 
and we hope that they continue that study as they move through to high school. We know that it is vital for today’s 
students to understand the concepts taught in science, technology, engineering and mathematics for their future 
job prospects. The jobs of the future—I use this term often in the electorate—are going to be quite different from 
the traditional paths that were followed and we need to make sure our kids are ready for this 
In August this year, I had the sincere honour of congratulating local Mullaloo resident Professor Robert Newton 
on being awarded Scientist of the Year, alongside Professor Phil Brand, as part of the Premier’s Science Awards 
during National Science Week. I want to sincerely congratulate Professor Robert Newton for this award. I am pleased 
to know we have an internationally accomplished community member of the Joondalup electorate contributing to 
substantial improvements in health outcomes through science, technology, engineering and mathematics. He is 
a role model for people considering careers in STEM. 
We have also seen investment in two performing arts centres at local high schools. Construction has commenced 
at Ocean Reef Senior High School, where principal Karon Brookes is very excited to tell the community that the 
laying of the slab took place on 12 November. The new building is due to be opened in July 2020 and I am so 
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pleased that the school is very interested in ensuring that the school community and also the wider community and 
local residents are able to use the new facilities. I am looking forward to getting along to a music performance, 
given the school has a specialist music program, once it is open. In fact, the Premier joined me and my parliamentary 
colleague Mark Folkard, member for Burns Beach, some time ago and we listened to a great performance by students. 

The Premier visited Belridge Secondary College with me in August and we unveiled the latest designs for the 
performing arts centre. Due to be completed at the beginning of 2021, the centre will feature a stage, sound and 
lighting technology, a green room, rehearsal space and seating for 250 audience members. I know that school 
principal Melesha Sands, acting principal Rob Strickland and Belridge Education Support Centre principal 
Jenine Wall are all looking forward to construction commencing. 

Most recently, we have seen the schools major maintenance blitz roll out across all government schools in WA. 
Joondalup schools saw around $3.2 million rolled out for a diverse range of maintenance items and works. This 
investment will deliver local jobs, but, more importantly, it is a significant investment that needed to be injected into 
local schools. I know that school communities in my electorate welcomed the announcement and I look forward 
to having a look at the upgrades and works when I visit all the schools again at the beginning of term 1 in 2020. 

I am also pleased to state that I am growing relationships with the private schools in the area, with Daryl Pollard, 
principal of Lake Joondalup Baptist College; Annette Morey, the principal of Mater Dei College; Mark Antulov, 
the principal of Prendiville Catholic College; and Shane Baker, the principal at St Simon Peter Catholic Primary 
School. I have had great feedback from parents who have children at those schools and I look forward to continuing 
to work with them. 

The final area I wanted to speak about was the investment in the congestion-busting transport infrastructure that 
the McGowan government is rolling out across the state. Previously, I have spoken about Joondalup as being the 
second CBD of Perth and I share my vision with the McGowan government to create Joondalup coastal city. 
Joondalup will become the city centre of the northern corridor. Just this past weekend we saw the turning of the 
sod and the announcement that works are commencing on the Yanchep rail line extension as part of Metronet. We 
know that it is the Labor government that invests in heavy rail infrastructure—we saw it with the Mandurah rail 
line and we are seeing it again now with Yanchep. It is a vital Metronet project that will support growth in the 
northern corridor. We will see three new stations at Alkimos, Eglington and Yanchep. Thousands of jobs will be 
created and the early works are now underway. The Yanchep rail extension will provide a direct route to Joondalup 
and I look forward to continuing to watch this space grow and develop. Joondalup will benefit from the growth of 
Yanchep and, with continued significant investment by the McGowan Labor government, Joondalup will have the 
capacity to service population growth further north. 

Another recent announcement that I am very excited about in the transport space, as I am sure the Joondalup 
electorate is, is the widening of the Mitchell Freeway south from Hodges Drive to Hepburn Avenue. If you live in 
the northern suburbs, you would understand the importance of widening the freeway at this location. As a mum 
with school-aged kids, I know that any steps that are taken to reduce the time taken in the mornings for me to get 
to work only benefits the kids. It provides more time for them to be at home to get dressed, have breakfast and to 
get everyone out the door. It is a much-anticipated infrastructure project. 

More locally, a transport project that I have been working on, after local Edgewater resident Tim Lawrence raised 
the matter with me on the doorstep earlier this year, is the a trial of an electric central area transit bus service in 
Joondalup. Mr Lawrence spoke to me about a contract that the Public Transport Authority had signed with Volvo 
for the delivery of 900 diesel buses into Perth’s bus transport fleet over the next decade and questioned why the 
government was not looking to alternative technologies for the fleet. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms E. HAMILTON: I raised this with the Minister for Planning in April and was advised that the contract was 
signed and included provisions for the introduction of alternative powered vehicles into the public bus network 
when the technology supports the widespread implementation across the network. I asked the minister whether we 
could continue to investigate the viability of electric buses and look at starting a trial in Joondalup of an electric 
CAT bus service. I know that there is capacity at the Joondalup station to house a charging station and the CAT bus 
routes are relatively short in nature already, allowing for frequent recharging opportunities. I have a strongly held 
view that Joondalup can be a leader in Western Australia in the use of cleaner technologies, including for our public 
transport network. Therefore, I am pleased to be able to convey to the house that an electric bus trial is now being 
considered by the McGowan government for the Joondalup city centre. As an aside, I have also spoken with the 
Minister for Planning about whether it would be possible to increase the CAT bus routes in the future to extend into 
the Winton Road business park and perhaps, potentially, other areas. This would connect small and medium-sized 
businesses with residents who visit or live in the Joondalup city centre. I look forward to continuing that conversation. 
To date there are no plans for this service but I look forward to continuing to talk about its potential. 

In terms of significant investment in infrastructure, we have seen the levelling of the former Joondalup basketball 
site, which is, in fact, right by my office. The McGowan government is investing in aged care and we will see this 
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site transformed into a multigenerational development in the heart of the Joondalup CBD. Two of the three lots 
will be reserved for aged care, including a five-storey, 140-suite aged-care centre with respite care facilities; and 
74 independent retirement living units over six storeys. The third lot will comprise 72 family apartments, 46 serviced 
apartments, a medical centre, hospitality and retail outlets, childcare facilities and office space. 
Connect Joondalup is another significant investment that will see medium to high-density dwellings located opposite 
the HBF Arena and in the heart of the city centre—a good strategic location and suitable space for infrastructure 
and density such as this. 
On other issues, small businesses have seen cuts to payroll taxes; TAFE students have seen fees slashed in 34 courses; 
the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation has moved to Joondalup; and sporting facilities have been 
upgraded at the Joondalup Sports Club on the HBF Arena site. The clubs already benefiting from this are: 
Joondalup Netball Association, with the president Kylie Kershaw; Joondalup Brothers Rugby Union Football 
Club, with president Kevin Russell; Joondalup Lakers Hockey Club, with president Cameron Fellows; and 
Joondalup Little Athletics Centre, with president Louise Rao. I must also acknowledge the work of the former 
president of the little athletics club Phil Bossert. The Joondalup XTR triathlon club, with president Geoff Large, 
are also benefiting from the use of that site. I could go on. The year 2019 has been a positive one for Joondalup. 
Very locally, and while I have some time left, I want to advise the community about a little campaign I have been on 
in co-creating a new Heathridge Park. A number of local sporting clubs, community groups and Heathridge residents 
that currently use the Heathridge Leisure Centre and clubrooms at Heathridge Park have been in contact with all 
levels of government for support for the redevelopment of the park. A short time ago I met Jamie and Phil from the 
Ocean Ridge Junior Football Club onsite to discuss the club’s needs. I am aware that the current clubroom facilities 
are also utilised by a number of other sporting and community groups including, but not limited to, the Ocean Ridge 
Junior and Senior Cricket Club. There is general agreement that upgrades are needed to be looked at and completed. 
But we need to make sure that the redevelopment takes on a collaborative approach. The clubrooms need to be upgraded 
due to the growth of grassroots level sport. It is a fantastic opportunity to converse with the community about what 
they currently use the park for and what else they would like to see as part of a potential redevelopment. I have an 
online survey that can be found on my Facebook page, if there is interest in it; otherwise, people can contact my office. 
I must also acknowledge the land on which Heathridge Park is situated, Mooro–Whadjuk country. It is important 
that we hear from Aboriginal elders and community members so we can truly co-create this space. 
Every year—2019 is no exception—I think that the year has just flown by. I do need to finish where I began and 
acknowledge our fantastic Joondalup community. 
Thank you to everyone who volunteers, whether that be a local P&C, sporting group, hospital or local charity or 
organisation. Thank you to those who have supported the charity events I host—Share the Dignity campaign, the 
Cancer Council through the Biggest Morning Tea; and those who will donate to my collection for the UnitingCare 
and Target Wishing Tree Appeal. Best of luck to the graduating students as they transition from primary to high 
school, or from high school to the next chapter of their lives. Joondalup is the perfect place to raise your family 
and reach your full potential. I take this opportunity to wish the Joondalup community a very merry Christmas and 
a safe and happy new year. There is still more work to be done and I am looking forward to 2020 for Joondalup. 
Thank you for your time. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: What about the hospital? 
Ms E. HAMILTON: I talked about the hospital. 
MRS R.M.J. CLARKE (Murray–Wellington) [3.47 pm]: I rise today to speak to the house in this last week of 
Parliament to pay my respects to both our volunteer and full-time firefighters on behalf of those in not only the 
electorate I represent of Murray–Wellington, but also Western Australia and Australia. Last night, we got our first 
taste of what is to come, with an out-of-control bushfire in Nambeelup, just north of Pinjarra, which was caused 
by a car that was on fire on the side of the road. Firefighters worked all night on the scene, actively fighting the 
fire and establishing containment lines. More than 80 career, volunteer and bush fire and emergency service and 
Shire of Murray firefighters attended and more than 65 hectares have been burnt. The area is currently on 
a watch-and-act alert as the mopping up occurs. As we finish yet another year of Parliament and are about to break 
for summer, we should not forget those who put their lives on the line day in and day out to protect people’s lives 
and homes and our native flora and fauna. 
The electorate of Murray–Wellington is vast, and one of the original Federation state government boundaries. 
Murray–Wellington includes the Shires of Murray, Waroona and Harvey. Our beautiful coast and beaches touch 
the west boundary of my electorate and the Darling scarp graces the east of the electorate. The people of 
Murray–Wellington are innovative, educated, loyal, hardworking, proud, dedicated and resilient in the face of 
adversity. The people of Murray–Wellington know what they want from a government. They are smart and 
resourceful. We know what our communities need now and in the future. We know our children are the future, and 
providing valuable employment opportunities across a range of fields is vital. We know initiatives that promote 
and support local employment creates local industry, which fosters local business growth. The Murray–Wellington 
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constituents know that the McGowan government is delivering much-needed projects that have sat stagnant and 
fallen on deaf ears for many, many years. We know our children have a future with options as a result of the 
reductions in TAFE fees. The right to affordable and quality education in regional communities ensures we stay 
ahead of technologies and advances in the way we do business.  

We have seen communities rebuilt after destruction and families supported after tragedy. We have grieved with 
parents after loss. With already an early start to the fire season, not only in Western Australia, but with the catastrophic 
events that have been unfolding on the east coast over the last month, it is important to remind everyone to be 
vigilant, to have their homes prepared and that we can always use as many volunteers as we can get. The electorate 
of Murray–Wellington has been devastated by fires over the last decade, most notably, the Yarloop–Waroona fires, 
which burnt through 70 000 hectares, burnt down 162 homes, injured dozens, killed a huge amount of livestock, 
burnt farming lands and, most painfully, took the lives of two people. Those two people, Malcom Taylor and 
Leslie Taylor, will never be forgotten. As the town of Yarloop was destroyed in what were described as apocalyptic 
scenes, it was feared the town would never be rebuilt and the historic town was gone in the ashes. Like a phoenix 
rising from the ashes, seven months after the fateful events of January 2016 the town started rebuilding. Only on 
22 November, Friday just gone, Premier Mark McGowan and I attended the opening of the new Yarloop Community 
Centre. Rebuilt from the old historic Yarloop town hall, this new community centre still has its beautiful façade. 
It was an honour to stand with the town of Yarloop on what would be forever remembered as a historic day for the 
people. That shows the true character of the people I represent in Murray–Wellington: we may be burnt down, we may 
lose everything, but everyone has each other’s backs; everyone looks out for each other. We are a true community. 

Other communities in Murray–Wellington could have suffered the same fate Yarloop suffered and destroyed the 
region but for the many firefighters and other emergency service personnel in the area who risked their lives and 
took time out of their busy schedules to help. That is why today I am going to use this privilege as the member for 
Murray–Wellington to thank all those firefighters and auxiliary volunteers. The electorate of Murray–Wellington 
I represent has 22 volunteer fire and emergency services and two state government–run fire brigades. In those 
services, we have around 700—I repeat and emphasise, over 700—volunteers and dedicated service people, men 
and women, just for fighting fires, not including other emergency services that are just as important. I have spoken 
to many of the captains, managers, secretaries and volunteers of these brigades and services and there is one thing 
that stands out with these groups: not one person is the same. The volunteers of Murray–Wellington, like the rest 
of the country, consist of people of all ages, all races, both sexes and from all different socioeconomic backgrounds.  

If a person has a desire to help keep our state safe and give back to their community, they should become an 
emergency services volunteer. Speaking to many of these people, it is not just saving lives and protecting assets 
that drives them; it is being part of their community, learning new skills, gaining a sense of achievement and purpose 
and meeting new people. They are proud to get behind the front line and keep our state safe by being a volunteer. 
The retired workforce who volunteer tell me how good it is to get out of the house; the younger people say it is 
a great social environment. All age groups say it is wonderful to learn new life skills that would otherwise never be 
learnt. The Roelands–Olive Hill Bush Fire Brigade has training sessions every Friday night for its 50-odd volunteers. 
Almost every one of its volunteers attend every session because they are so rewarding.  

I want to take the time to acknowledge some great members of our community, in particular the support given to our 
volunteers from the CEOs and shire presidents of Murray, Waroona and Harvey. The following volunteer services 
play a vital role in ensuring the safety and protection of our entire community. I cannot express enough my sincere 
thanks for the dedication and support shown by these great men and women. We have the Australind State Emergency 
Service and its manager, Jessica Williams, with its 40-plus dedicated volunteers. There is the Binningup Bush Fire 
Volunteer Brigade and its captain, David Price, with its 25 dedicated volunteers. There is the Brunswick Junction 
Volunteer Fire Brigade and its captain, Francis Burgoyne, with its 37 dedicated volunteers. Francis previously 
served as the state president of the Western Australian Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services Association and was 
recently awarded the Australian Fire Service Medal on Australia Day earlier this year. Well done “Burgy”! There 
is the Cookernup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and its acting captain, Derek Everington, with its 30-plus volunteer 
firefighters. There is the Coolup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and its captain, Stuart Kirkham, with its 50-plus 
dedicated volunteers. There is the Dwellingup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and its captain, David Turner, with its 
40-plus dedicated volunteers. There is the Eaton–Australind Fire and Rescue Services and its captain, 
Matthew Stoltenberg, with its 30-plus dedicated volunteers. There is the Harvey Hills Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
and its captain, Doug Buist, with its 20-plus volunteers. There is the Harvey State Emergency Services and its 
manager, Vaughan Byrd, with its 10 dedicated volunteers. There is the Harvey Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service 
and its captain, Scott Britza, with its 40-plus dedicated volunteers. There is the Lake Clifton Volunteer Bush Fire 
Service and its captain, Peter McDonald, with its 15 volunteers. There is the Leschenault Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade and its captain, Mick Papalia, with its 50-plus volunteers. There is the Murray State Emergency Services 
and its manager, Paul Dwyer, with its 30-plus volunteers. There is the Myalup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and 
its captain, Brett Parkinson, with its 16 volunteers. There is the North Dandalup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and 
its captain, Michael Webster, with its 20-plus volunteers. There is the Pinjarra Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service 
and its captain, Ken Jones, with its 17 volunteers. There is the Preston Beach Volunteer Bushfire Brigade and its 
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captain, Steve Thomas, with its 20-plus dedicated volunteers—one of them being my husband, Charlie Clarke. 
There is the Roelands–Olive Hills Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and its captain, Wayne Senn, with its 50-plus 
dedicated volunteers. There is the South Yunderup–Ravenswood Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and its captain, 
Dean McGuiness, with its 50-plus dedicated volunteers. There is the Uduc Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and its 
captain, Gerry Morgan, with its 30-plus volunteers. There is the Waroona West Volunteer Fire Service and its 
captain, Greg Lewis, with its 30-plus volunteers. There is the Waroona Volunteer Bush Fire Service and its captain, 
John Twaddle, with its 30-plus volunteers. There is the West Murray Volunteers Bush Fire Brigade and its captain, 
Robert “Bluey” Wilson, with its 30-plus volunteers. There is the Yarloop Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and its 
captain, Matthew Anzellino, with its 25-plus volunteers.  
Each one of these dedicated volunteer services also has a huge number of auxiliary support crews who help 
them behind the scenes, from radio operating to making lunches and providing support to those on the front line. 
Every volunteer and paid service personnel is valuable and important to us. I want to encourage those who can in 
Murray–Wellington to volunteer for their local brigade or community group. It is a rewarding feeling knowing 
they are helping those in need.  
I am proud to be a part of the McGowan government that recognises what Murray–Wellington needs to move into 
the future. Murray–Wellington was forgotten and neglected for so long under the previous government and its 
representatives. In the short period I have been representing this beautiful part of Western Australia, we as 
a government and as a community have achieved more in this electorate for our firefighters and fire safety than 
previous governments, and we will continue to achieve. 
The 2016 Yarloop–Waroona bushfire was one of the worst bushfires in recent history in Western Australia. The 
McGowan government has embarked on historic reforms to the bushfire management sector to improve the safety 
of our communities. The McGowan government has consulted extensively on improving the bushfire management 
sector, including hosting a bushfire mitigation summit, which formed a critical part of informing the McGowan 
government’s bushfire reforms. A bushfire mitigation forum was also held in 2018 and included discussion and 
input into the design and function of the first-of-its-kind Bushfire Centre of Excellence, which will be located in 
Pinjarra in the electorate of Murray–Wellington. 
The McGowan government came up with a bushfire risk management plan. The McGowan government has 
provided significant new investment to expand and make permanent the bushfire risk management planning program 
as part of the reforms to the state’s bushfire sector announced in 2018. The $15 million bushfire risk management 
planning program has been invested, with 55 local governments doing the plans, and 35 of those endorsed and 
eligible for mitigation activity funding to treat bushfire risk on the ground. The Shires of Murray, Waroona and 
Harvey within the Murray–Wellington electorate are all participating in the bushfire risk management planning 
program and are developing their bushfire risk management planning program plans with the support of the 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services. Once these have been endorsed by the Office of Bushfire Risk 
Management within the Department of Fire and Emergency Services; they will be eligible for funding for mitigation 
works in the near future. The McGowan government has provided unprecedented funding for mitigation works, 
with a record $35 million for the Department of Fire and Emergency Services to perform mitigation activities on 
unallocated crown land; and $15 million for a mitigation activity fund to support local governments. Under the 
McGowan government’s significant boost to mitigation, more than 1 000 treatments have been funded. This 
funding is making a real difference on the ground to help communities across Western Australia. A prepared 
community is a safer community. We must remember that this is new funding, and we are in the early stages. A report 
that came out on 26 June this year states that $6.4 million in mitigation support reduces nearly 940 bushfire risks. 
The McGowan government has also provided a record $7.3 million to combat the threat of catastrophic bushfires. 
Let us talk about the Bushfire Centre of Excellence, which I am very proud to have in the electorate of  
Murray–Wellington. The McGowan government has committed $18 million to the Australia-first Bushfire Centre 
of Excellence, to be located at the Peel Business Park, Nambeelup, just outside Pinjarra. The Bushfire Centre of 
Excellence was announced in April 2018. The centre is about enhancing our state’s bushfire capability and 
strengthening relationships with emergency service volunteers by facilitating greater collaboration. Approximately 
14 regional jobs have been created. The Bushfire Centre of Excellence is now virtually operational and delivering 
training. While the facility is being constructed, Bushfire Centre of Excellence services and courses are being 
provided from temporary premises at the Pinjarra Heritage Railway Station. The knowledge and training acquired 
at the Bushfire Centre of Excellence will be taken out to the regions by volunteers, who will then teach other 
volunteers. This is capitalising on the wealth of knowledge and experience that volunteers possess. The approach 
is to harness lessons learned and promote the best from academia, science and Aboriginal traditional land practices. 
As a shared connection point, the Bushfire Centre of Excellence will draw on the considerable local experience of 
volunteers and the broader community to share skills and develop new initiatives. It is about recognising that we 
can all benefit from each other’s knowledge and skills. The $18 million Bushfire Centre of Excellence is just one 
part of the McGowan Labor government’s $128.5 million record investment towards critical fire and emergency 
services. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
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Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE: The McGowan government has worked tirelessly to implement the remaining and 
unresolved recommendations from the “Reframing Rural Fire Management: Report of the Special Inquiry into the 
January 2016 Waroona Fire” that were not addressed by the previous Liberal–National government. All the 
opportunities and recommendations are complete or progressing. The McGowan government has committed to 
help rebuild the historic town of Yarloop. In May last year, along with the Yarloop Community Centre, the Minister 
for Emergency Services, Hon Fran Logan, opened the Yarloop Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade’s new station, which 
replaces the station that was unfortunately lost in the Yarloop–Waroona Fires. This new $900 000 facility is an 
important step for the Yarloop Community to continue the long process of rebuilding. 

This McGowan government is committing to supporting Western Australia’s emergency service volunteers and is 
delivering in emergency services for our communities. The new volunteer hub improves access to information and 
resources for emergency volunteers. Nearly 400 volunteers contributed to the development and refinement of the 
website. This new, user-friendly online hub was designed for and by volunteers. As the minister told the house 
a few weeks ago, hundreds of emergency services volunteers gathered in Perth a few weekends ago for the most 
comprehensive pre-season briefing that discussed the seasonal outlook and aerial capability. 

Our volunteers are on high alert ahead of the bushfire season, but it up to all of us to prepare our properties and 
make sure that we are prepared in the event that a bushfire strikes. A few weeks ago, the government also launched 
the Get Behind the Frontline campaign, to encourage more volunteers. The campaign showcased that there is a role 
for everyone in volunteering—we do not have to be on the frontline to make a difference. The extension of the 
crew cab protection program has resulted in 928 firefighting appliances fitted with lifesaving equipment. Increased 
safety measures are the result of a $8.732 million investment in an extra 261 appliances, on top of the previous 
program fit-out. The government has extended the Emergency Services Volunteer Fuel Card scheme for all brigades, 
groups and units, as a small token of appreciation to our volunteers, who do amazing things to protect their 
communities. Under the McGowan government, Marine Rescue Western Australia, our newly-framed volunteer 
marine rescue group, has been provided with secure funding for the first time. 

We are also investing more than $1 million to continue the bushfire advertising campaign to encourage the 
community to take action and play its part in preparing for bushfire. Governments cannot stop natural disasters from 
occurring, and we cannot force people to take precautions, but we can ensure people have the right information to 
protect themselves and their communities, and that is what we are doing. Individuals must take responsibility. We 
cannot have fire trucks and water bombers at every corner and every house. We must all do our bit to prepare our 
properties ahead of this bushfire season—have a five-minute Fire Chat, create our bushfire plan, and be ready if 
a bushfire strikes. Although our McGowan government has spent a record amount of money on bushfire 
mitigation, equipment and training, I would like to see further enhancements in the area of Indigenous land and 
sea ranger programs. This delivered, negotiated work delivers traditional land management and conservation work 
with local Indigenous community members across conservation and community engagement activities. 

The Murray–Wellington community has experienced firsthand the devastation caused by a bushfire. While our 
community continues to demonstrate strength, resilience and tenacity, I would like to support the Minister for 
Emergency Services’ call to action. I encourage all members in this house to do everything they can to spread the 
message—have a five-minute Fire Chat with your family, know when to go, know where to go, and know how 
you will get there. A prepared community is a safer community. 

I am proud of what the McGowan Labor government has achieved for Murray–Wellington. I wish everyone well 
over the festive season—stay safe, stay road-wise, enjoy your time with your loved ones, and re-energise for an 
exciting year ahead. 

The SPEAKER: The question is that the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [4.09 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker. 

It is always a pleasure and an honour as Leader of the House to speak to the motion closing the official sitting of the 
house each year. The motion that the house at its rising adjourn until a time fixed by you, Mr Speaker, is because, 
as we are aware, important legislation is being debated in the other place. Indeed, the other place is expected to pass 
that legislation, albeit amended. Therefore, we will be expected to return to this chamber sometime in December. 

Today, though, marks the end of the third year of the fortieth Parliament. It is traditional at this time to reflect on 
the year that has passed. The opening day of Parliament this year was Tuesday, 12 February. Today marks the 
sixty-ninth day of the year on which we have sat in this place, if we include the three days of budget estimates 
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hearings. This equates to 22 regular sitting weeks plus one week of budget estimates, and approximately 505 hours 
of sittings. The house sat until after midnight on 10 occasions. There were around 89 divisions and around 42 petitions 
tabled in this place. There were 302 brief ministerial statements delivered and around 21 matters of public interest 
debated. There have also been around 35 suspension of standing orders motions. 
Earlier this year, I was getting used to the former manager of opposition business, the member for Churchlands, 
making his way across and behind you, Mr Speaker, during question time to seek my attention, which I did try to 
avoid on a number of occasions, but unsuccessfully. 
Around 1 435 questions on notice were asked this year, bringing the total for the fortieth Parliament so far to around 
5 845 questions on notice asked. It is interesting to compare these figures with those of the thirty-ninth Parliament. 
During the whole of the thirty-ninth Parliament—I am not looking at anybody in particular—5 963 questions on 
notice were asked. Around 1 098 questions without notice were asked and answered during question time. Some 
would claim, of course, that none of these were answered appropriately, but I, of course, would seek to disagree 
with that view. There have been 22 committee reports tabled in this Parliament this year by the five standing 
committees and two joint standing committees hosted by the Legislative Assembly. 
Around 37 government bills have been introduced and 38 government bills have passed. I will mention a few, by 
no means all, because it is important to highlight the notable bills the house has dealt with this year. Very importantly, 
the Minister for Police gave us the Police Amendment (Medical Retirement) Bill, which reformed the legislation 
governing how injured or ill officers are medically retired from the Western Australia Police Force to acknowledge 
their service and ensure that they can leave the police force with dignity. The highly prolific Attorney General, 
who is one of the most prolific Attorneys General in the nation, gave us the High Risk Offenders Bill, which is 
awaiting passage in the other place. The bill delivers on an election commitment to establish a high risk offenders 
board and extend the Supreme Court’s ability to make a continued detention order or supervision order for serious 
violent offenders, all while fully preserving the suite of provisions applying to dangerous sexual offenders under 
the Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act. Still on the subject of delivering election commitments, another great reform 
of the Minister for Transport—my friend who sits next to me on my left—was the Railway (METRONET) 
Amendment Bill 2019, which will enable the implementation of the Morley–Ellenbrook line. We wish the bill 
a speedy passage through the other place. Still on the delivery of election commitments, we have delivered the 
Premier’s Infrastructure Western Australia Bill, which established Infrastructure WA to ensure long-term, quality, 
evidence-based, strategic and coordinated infrastructure planning and decision-making for Western Australia. 
Of course, I have to mention the reform we propose for next year regarding greyhounds. I am very proud of that 
announcement yesterday, which will see retired greyhounds no longer needing to be muzzled. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: What about yourself? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I am glad of the interjection, member for South Perth; it was perfectly timed! After the 
legislation passes next year, retired greyhounds will no longer need to be muzzled. That is fair, because it is unfair 
that the member for South Perth’s schnauzer can go around being untethered and unmuzzled in public parks in 
South Perth while greyhounds cannot. I think that will be appropriate and fair and will end the current discriminatory 
practice with greyhounds. I love it when the member for South Perth is here! 
We of course know about the important legislation being debated in the other place, the Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Bill, on which this house spent some 71 hours and 47 minutes on debate. Fifty-seven members contributed 
to the second reading stage of the debate, which took some 20 hours and 52 minutes. Consideration in detail took 
around 45 hours and 52 minutes spread across six days, with 20 amendments moved and all negated. Twenty members 
contributed to the third reading stage, speaking for some five hours and three minutes. The house divided 18 times 
in all. I know that we are all watching the proceedings in the other place with interest. 
It is important at this time, as we move to the closure of the Parliament for 2019, that we acknowledge a number of 
people and, indeed, units of this house for their wonderful work. Mr Speaker, can I acknowledge you and your team. 
Thank you for your stewardship of the chamber over this last year. Can I also thank the member for Maylands, 
who is sitting in a different seat — 
The SPEAKER: She wants to get on television. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: — for being the very able Deputy Speaker, and I thank all the Acting Speakers, 
including the members for Forrestfield, Geraldton, Girrawheen, Mirrabooka, Moore, Southern River and Wanneroo. 
I think we all agree that the Acting Speakers do a tremendous job supporting the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker. 
Mr Speaker, I also highlight that you could not function without Jackie Berry, your executive assistant, and 
Anna Murphy, the steward. Our thanks go out to them as well. Of course, we also thank the Clerk, Kirsten Robinson, 
and her team. It was only yesterday that my Facebook page lit up with the experience from four years ago, when, 
as the then opposition Whip, I closed the house down prematurely, causing much disdain. I must say that the 
two opposition Whips have tried on occasion, but failed dismally. I thank Kirsten and executive assistant Anne Day. 
I acknowledge Scott Nalder, Liz Kerr, Mat Bates, our Sergeant-at-Arms Isla Macphail and the wonderful staff in 
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the Assembly office—Denis Hippolyte, Lachlan Gregory, Rachel Wells, Daniel Govus, Alison O’Shaughnessy, 
Nikolas Carbone and Darren Seet—for your ongoing support of all the members in this chamber. As members of 
the Assembly staff, we appreciate your tremendous work and thank you sincerely for that. 
Can we also acknowledge the incredible committee staff, who worked tirelessly to produce the 22 reports that 
I referred to a moment ago—Michele, Renee, Pam, Trish, Jovita, Sarah, Alan, Sam, Alison, Catie, Alice, Franchesca, 
Suzanne, Vanessa, Lucy and Sylvia. We acknowledge your hard work. 
I particularly acknowledge the tremendous work of the Whips in the Assembly—both the opposition Whip and 
the government Whip, my very good friend the member for Balcatta, who is a most hardworking and good-natured 
government Whip. He is proactive, modern and a reformist. When I was the government Whip, I was still using 
old technology such as faxes, carrier pigeons, oxen, as well as triplicate booklets to send messages. Immediately 
when he became the government Whip, he modernised the system. Now you can get online requests for pairs, 
grievances, member statements, apparel, stationery and other things. He has it. We thank the member for Balcatta. 
I also acknowledge the member for Churchlands, who was the manager of opposition business earlier this year, 
for his support and his cooperation. I also acknowledge the former opposition Whip, the member for Vasse, for 
her contribution. I acknowledge the current, dapperly dressed, member for Dawesville who, of course, is looking 
very much like the guy who does the railway things. He looks very much like that—Michael Portillo. Although 
some did say that he came dressed in costume as a former slave owner. That was said by somebody else—not me! 
I thank him for his cooperation over this period. I also acknowledge the current opposition Whip, the member for 
Darling Range, for her support and cooperation with our Whip. I appreciate that. It is very important. 
I also acknowledge the parliamentary services team, headed by Mr Hunter and his staff. Many staff are part of the 
parliamentary services team and I want to acknowledge them—those in human resources and payroll—payroll 
is very important—led by Tina Hunter; security and reception services, led by Tony Paterson; the reception 
services coordinator, Stephanie Nguyen and her welcoming team; the building services and cleaning team, led by 
Hugh McCaffrey; our gardening team, led by David Boag; and Laurie Mansell and the fabulous Hansard team. Once 
again, the Hansard team is remarkable in its capacity to make some of the very jumbled contributions made in this 
place read in such an appropriate and effective way. We thank the Hansard team. To John Buchanan and the IT team, 
Elma Ozich and the finance team, Judy Ballantyne and the library team, and Dave Embry and the audiovisual team, 
thank you for your tremendous work in this Parliament. Our gratitude, as well as our waistlines, goes to the catering 
staff service manager, Enno Schijf; the dining room manager, Mark Gabrielli; executive chef, Brett Barrett; and the 
wonderful staff in the lounges and the dining room, whose work we appreciate very much. One of the great assets of 
this Parliament is the education staff. All of us know that when we have schools, community organisations and groups 
that come to this place the education staff do tremendous work. They are remarkable and we thank them. We thank 
Peter Dooley, Sarah Smith, Michael Loney, Cherie Toovey and Ben Machowiak for their wonderful work. 
I thank the Premier’s staff here at Parliament for their ongoing work, efforts and cooperation. Reflecting on the 
comments by the member for Murray–Wellington in her contribution to the debate on the Premier’s statement, it 
is important that we also cast our minds and thanks, as we move towards the festive season, to those people in our 
communities who, no matter where we live, will be volunteering in a variety of ways to keep us safe. We acknowledge 
them—the State Emergency Service volunteers, a marine rescue volunteers, the volunteer bush fire fighters, those 
who are our first responders in the police service, the emergency services and, of course, in our hospitals throughout 
the state. We acknowledge that many of them will be on duty while we and our families will be enjoying the 
Christmas and festive period leading into January. 
I also acknowledge Rebecca Neilson for her wonderful work. Rebecca, I appreciate all that you do. It is wonderful 
that you do such wonderful things. 
Ms R. Saffioti: That was deep! 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Yes. 
I am sure all members will join me in acknowledging our electorate staff throughout the state. To all those electorate 
officers, research officers and relief electorate offices and research officers, I particularly say thankyou to you on 
behalf of all members here. We all know that it is our staff in our electorate offices who make us not only look 
good but who do all the real hard work. We appreciate that. To my own—Larissa Wigmore is about to have a baby 
in the next week or so. Larissa, we wish you the very best as you and Charlie prepare for what will be a wonderful 
experience with your firstborn. To Jock Baines, Michael Peck and Krystal Phillips, Fran Harmon, I appreciate all you 
do. To my ministerial staff, Gary Hamley, Kelly McManus, Kym Coolhaas, Tarnya Widdicombe, Leesa Markussen, 
Caroline O’Neill, Danielle McKenzie, Megan MacLean, Marty Cunningham, Kelly Howat, Georgia McGovern, 
Jade Baker—there is a list of thousands—thank you very much for what you have done. 
Can we also acknowledge our own families and our loved ones—those people who inspire and support us. They 
are the most important ones for us. I wish that all members, as they prepare for a busy time with the schools and 
other things in their electorates, take time out with their families. I acknowledge the wonderful support our loved 
ones give all of us in this job that we do. 
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Of course, I always seek inspiration at this time of the year. Some seek it from institutions. Some seek it from other 
places. Last night I went to the U2 concert. I did for one moment think that might provide me with some inspiration, but 
that was jettisoned quickly. On Saturday night Elton John will be in town and will probably perform for his last time in 
Perth with his Yellow Brick Road tour. I have got a song, but it is a brief one. In closing today I think we must keep our 
sense of humour in this world. It is so important. In this job you could easily get a whole range of diseases, apparently — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Maybe I should not have said that, but we could! I keep coming back to Monty Python 
because to me it still epitomises the quirkiness of the world. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: Excuse me! 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Right on cue. I have written a little song. It is only very brief, Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: That is what you said last year. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Yes, I know. I hope it reflects some of the quirkiness of this place. I hope it reflects 
that no matter what our party political position is, we are still human beings and we are still here trying to do our 
very best for the people of Western Australia. 
This is my little song for this year — 

Some members here are mad 
They can really make me sad 
Other members make me swear and curse 
If you’re having party spats 
Change parties, join the Nats! 
And this’ll help things turn out for the best 
Always look on the bright side of Parliament 
Always look on the light side of Parliament 
Parliament can be fine 
Except at question time 
The answers won’t match the question that’s been asked 
The Speaker calls for order 
The opposition it grows bored-er 
The time to shout and yell can now begin 
Always look on the bright side of Parliament 
Always look on the light side of Parliament 
Parliament is quite absurd 
And that’s the final word 
You must always greet the Speaker with a bow 
Some members here are strange creatures 
Who give even stranger speeches 
That Hansard can hardly decipher 
So always look on the bright side of death 
Just before you draw your terminal breath 
Parliament is full of grit 
When you think of it 
Parliament is a laugh, a joke it is true 
Voters know it’s all a show 
Keep ’em laughing as you go 
Just remember that the last laugh is on you 
Always look on the bright side of Parliament 
Always look on the light side of Parliament! 

Merry Christmas, everyone! 
[Applause.] 
The SPEAKER: Can I just say something to the Leader of the House? You mentioned about 100 names today, 
but you did not mention that your twins Charlie and Mia turned 10 today. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: That is right; they are. 
The SPEAKER: We wish them a happy birthday. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Thanks, Mr Speaker. That is lovely. 
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MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [4.33 pm]: I also join in wishing all members and the entirety 
of Western Australia a happy Christmas and a terrific new year. I congratulate the Leader of the House once again. 
It is the only speech throughout the entire year that people come into the chamber for. There is bipartisan support; 
people want to come and see the Leader of the House speak. He is the only person I have known in my career who 
draws people in. He deserves considerable credit for that, because when most people speak, they drive people out. 
A little-known fact is that this year the Leader of the House, the Minister for Culture and the Arts, represented me 
at the opening of Fringe World, and I had reports back that the funniest performance at Fringe World was the 
minister’s speech. He is a comic of some note and he is a credit to Parliament and to Mandurah and Northam Senior 
High School. 
In speaking to this adjournment motion, I indicate that it is a bit unusual because I suspect that we will be back here 
in 10 days’ time so we will probably have another one at that point and the Leader of the House can have another song. 
It is interesting that we are adjourning for the year tonight, but we expect that we will be back in 10 days from now. 
This year, 2019, has been a long year. It is apparently the longest sitting year in some time with the most sitting 
days. The member indicated that we have had five or six nights after midnight over the year, which, of course, is 
unusual in recent years, but in my earlier years that was not unusual at all. That was virtually the case a couple of 
nights a week. It has been a bit unusual. The year has been punctuated by a federal election and, of course, we all 
know elections are draining processes whether they are state or federal. I thank everyone who participated in that 
exercise of Australian democracy. 
In the course of the year, we lost some people. My favourite politician of all time, Bob Hawke, passed away. We 
lost friends, people I have known well over this time and people not so well, from this house and the other house. 
I acknowledge in particular my good friend John Kobelke passed away; George Strickland, former Speaker of the 
house; Richard Lewis, former minister in the Court government; Max Evans, who was also a former minister in 
the Court government; and Neil Oliver, who was a member of the upper house. I saw him regularly down the 
gym. He was a nice man and I am sad to see he passed away; he had a somewhat tragic life in some ways. Also, 
Dave Evans, who was the member for Warren–Blackwood, passed away recently. 
We have dealt with lots of important legislation. The Leader of the House went over it all, so I will not go over it. 
I will mention just a couple of highlights. We brought in legislation to deal with high-risk offenders; new railway 
lines; tax cuts; local government reform; medical requirement for police; no jab, no play; state agreements, 
terrorism reforms; a container deposit scheme; the TAB; Wittenoom; fine default and Aboriginal incarceration; 
the future health research fund; scalpers, which may have come in handy last evening, and, recently, domestic 
violence and workplace health and safety. We have announced we will be reforming by regulation or legislation 
the rules around the muzzling of greyhounds. I have received a lot of feedback. Whenever I think of this, I look at 
the member for South Perth, because, of course, old mutts who retire should not be muzzled, should they? Once 
they leave the workforce, they should be allowed to speak loudly, should they not? 
Mr J.E. McGrath: Yes. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The house has seen a couple of milestones. The Speaker announced today that Daniel Govus 
is on his way from here to a promotion in the Northern Territory. The Northern Territory Parliament is the most 
extraordinary Parliament in the entire Westminster system from my knowledge, in that it has the greatest scandals 
and the most extraordinary personal behaviour that I think any Parliament in the entire world could possibly 
witness. Daniel will have an interesting time in the Northern Territory Parliament and I am sure that he will be 
able to write some stories after that. I acknowledge Basil Georgiou, who celebrates 30 years in Parliament this year 
as well—an important milestone. The day before yesterday, the member for Collie–Preston turned 70 years of age, 
which I think was an important milestone. We had an interesting set of speeches about his career. I think we could 
write a book about the member for Collie–Preston and some of his antics over his time in this place. 
I will do a few other thankyous. I thank all the members in this place for the way that the voluntary assisted dying 
legislation was dealt with. It is a very important piece of legislation that I expect and hope we will deal with again 
shortly. I thank members for their contributions on a difficult piece of legislation.  
I thank all the staff around the place in relation to these things, particularly the chamber staff, the Parliament staff 
and all the ministerial staff. I thank my caucus, all the ministers, the opposition and other parties in the Parliament 
for all of their work throughout the course of this year.  
I thank the media. People from the media are not listening anyway—there is nothing unusual there! I thank the 
media for all its work over the course of this year. Being in the media is not easy these days. There is so much to 
cover and so few people these days to cover it. I thank the media for all its hard work. I look forward to having 
a drink with people from the media shortly in some hidden-away alcove somewhere in this building, probably in 
the basement somewhere, or in a dungeon somewhere in this building. I look forward to catching up with them 
there. As we leave, we may well lock the door and leave them in there!  
Finally, I thank all the families of members of this place and the people of Western Australia for their kindness, 
good sense and good spiritedness. I rarely come across anyone in Western Australia who I ever have a cross word 
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with. I have no idea how everyone I meet votes but I rarely meet anyone who I ever have a cross word with. 
I would like to thank the people of Western Australia for their good spiritedness and their good nature. I wish 
everyone across Western Australia a relaxing Christmas and hopefully a terrific new year.  
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [4.40 pm]: I rise on behalf of the opposition to support the adjournment motion 
and, in so doing, make some very brief remarks in what I have now learned is called the Christmas felicitations in 
this place. On behalf of members of the Parliamentary Liberal Party, clearly, as a lot of the commentary from 
members opposite has suggested, I do not have any singing ability, so I thought I would play to my home strength, 
which was looking good!  
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I think I have done not too bad a job!  
The SPEAKER: You realise that I can sit you down, don’t you?  
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Feel free to call me for that, Mr Speaker.  
Mr J.N. Carey: I think the member for Carine looks dapper today.  
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Thank you very much for that, member for Perth. I am sure the member for Carine 
appreciates it. 
There is no doubt that 2019 has been an extraordinary year for this Parliament and in particular for the fortieth 
session more broadly. Obviously the fact we have a special adjournment that has no fixed date, although we 
anticipate it to be on 10 December, speaks to the extraordinary and unique nature that we have had to deal with 
this year. Something that has dominated all contributions thus far is the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019. As 
we now know, the VAD bill is likely to finish in the Legislative Council in the coming week. That means we will 
have to return to this place in a re-call to deal with some amendments. I have to say that during that time, I think 
all members here handled themselves extraordinarily well with what was a very difficult piece of legislation. There 
was a divide of members’ opinions in this place but at every single point in time, everyone handled themselves 
with a sense of grace, dignity and discipline. It was a credit to us all.  
It has been some decades since the Parliament has dealt with such an extraordinary piece of legislation. I suspect 
it will be some decades again before we see anything quite so similar. Members here, in line with community 
expectations, were called on to perform an extraordinary feat in representing their views and, importantly, 
representing the districts they were elected to serve. In the spirit of that, I am personally very proud to share the 
floor with all of you. Regardless of your party and your position, I was overwhelmingly impressed by the calibre 
of all members here. I thank each and every one of you for your contribution during that debate.  
I am of course particularly proud of the work and the efforts of my colleagues in the Parliamentary Liberal Party. 
Being a member of the opposition is not an easy task. I remember thinking that a bad day in government is better 
than a good day in opposition! I suspect that is still probably the case. Members of the Parliamentary Liberal Party, 
a very small team, have done an outstanding job in making sure we fight and keep this government to account. 
I would like to thank the members of the Parliamentary Liberal Party for their support personally.  
In my role here as manager of opposition business since the start of this year, we have seen a change in the Leader of 
the Opposition. I thank the member for Riverton for his contribution and reflect on the fact that 168 days ago 
the member for Scarborough, Hon Liza Harvey, was made Leader of the Opposition. We have gone from strength 
to strength under the member for Scarborough’s leadership on the long march back to government. I suspect, 
judging from some antics during question time, the government probably knows that we are in the hunt. Whilst 
we remain the underdogs, we are going to fight tooth and nail to make sure we see the first elected female Premier 
of Western Australia installed in this state.  
I have found the role of manager of opposition business to be something that I have personally enjoyed quite a lot. 
I have said in this place before that had I known about this job prior to handing John Howard that business card 
that read “Future Prime Minister” I may have changed the job title to this. It is a job that I really enjoy and I thank 
the Leader of the Opposition for her confidence in me to perform this role on behalf of the opposition.  
While I think about the contributions in this chamber, I would like to thank the Speaker for his stewardship of this 
place. At times I get a sense from you that you still want to fight on the floor with the government. I think that you 
have handled this chamber admirably over this past year. I thank you for our relationship and I thank you for your 
leadership in this place. To your Deputy Speaker and Acting Speakers, particularly during the VAD bill, it was 
a difficult time when we were in consideration in detail. They were challenging circumstances. I thank each and every 
one of them, particularly the member for Mirrabooka. I found that she had this great ability to pass things through 
very, very quickly when she was in the chair. She was very concise. All Chairs conducted themselves very well.  
All of us, not just the Speaker, Deputy Speaker and Acting Speakers, are supported by the exceptional parliamentary 
staff who serve us in this place. I will not go over all the names that the Leader of the House mentioned, but I would 
like to thank in particular Daniel Govus for his 12 years of service to this chamber. I remember Daniel when I was 
working for the former Premier. I think he started the job then. To now see him go is a great loss to us here. I am 
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sure he will go onto greener pastures in the Northern Territory. I welcome Darren Seet, who has joined us in this 
place. Whilst going through the list, I did not know that Rachel Wells is the Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms. I did not even 
know we had a Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms. Rachel has served in this place for a number of years, as have many of 
the parliamentary officers here. I thank each and every one of you, together with the Clerk, Kirsten Robinson, and 
the Deputy Clerk, Scott Nalder. Thank you very much. You all support me in what are sometimes very bizarre 
requests when I try to find out what is going on or get some more advice.  
As part of that job, members might be aware that I try to record the times that ministers take to respond to 
parliamentary questions during question time. Interestingly enough, since the time that I have been the manager 
of opposition business there have been some interesting response times taken. In terms of averages, the government 
takes about two minutes and 25 seconds to respond to an opposition question and slightly longer, three minutes and 
15 seconds, to respond to a dorothy dixer. I have some notable highlights. The Premier takes, on average, two minutes 
and three seconds to respond to the first question from the opposition, and a minute and 35 seconds to respond to 
a supplementary; but he takes three minutes and 44 seconds to respond to a dorothy dixer. The Minister for 
Transport is much more concise. She takes 56 seconds on average to respond to a first question from the opposition, 
58 seconds to respond to a supplementary, and then three minutes to respond to a dorothy dixer. The Attorney General 
takes one minute and 38 seconds to respond to an opposition question, and then an average of 19 seconds to respond 
to a supplementary. In the past, he has offered a single-word answer to a supplementary. I think that has occurred 
a number of times, but I found he did that most recently on 13 November, when he simply responded “No” to 
a question from the member for Hillarys. He then sat back down. The longest cumulative answer between the first 
question and the supplementary is indeed the member for Warnbro, at seven minutes and 32 seconds. That was 
a surprise to us all! I might say, for what it is worth, I have noted a recent trend in which the minister’s answers 
have become shorter. At some point there was a blowout but he has tightened up quite a bit. The longest response 
to a dorothy dixer was the Minister for Water. Although on my count it was only four minutes and seven seconds, 
it felt like hours!  
When I was granted the position of manager of opposition business I was told that the relationship between the 
Leader of the House and me would determine the nature of how this place operates. I would like to personally 
thank the member for Mandurah for his counsel, both personally and professionally, and his friendship in our time 
here together. I am very much appreciative of the relationship. The opposition Whip, the member for Darling Range, 
and I operate as a very solid team and I am very appreciative of that, even having only taken the job in June. She has 
done an outstanding job in supporting us as a team, and I really appreciate that. I make special mention of the member 
for Vasse, who is a very good friend of mine. She is someone I call my work wife, here in this place, and she has 
supported me through very difficult times more recently. I appreciate all she has done. I thank the government 
Whip, the member for Balcatta, for his time with us. I also appreciate the opportunity to work alongside our friends 
in opposition, the National Party, in holding the government to account. I also thank the media for their work, 
which is a very challenging role in a democracy these days. There are a number of dedicated editors and journalists 
who bring the news that originates in this place to the people of our great state. I will not go through them all, but 
I thank our electorate staff and our research staff who help serve in our district offices, and I thank the staff of the 
Leader of the Opposition. 
As we turn our minds to Christmas, I want only to wish each and every member here a very safe and happy time 
spent with their families. I have come to realise recently that being a member of Parliament does not make one 
a great companion or a great friend. At times, we are shared much more with our districts and the people who elect 
us to this place than we are with our families and our friends and those who we care for. As a result, I think it is 
important that we take this time to enjoy the pause, and enjoy the time we get to spend with our loved ones. Of 
course, there are loved ones whom we sorely miss who have now passed, and this may be the first Christmas some 
of us spend without those we care about, and our thoughts are with them during that time. For those who have the 
opportunity to pause and enjoy and revel in the summer for the moment, next year will be the year before the 
election, and the election will be bearing down on us. It is very important to get away and escape, and I certainly 
will be taking the opportunity and I hope all members get the opportunity to do so. Although this is not a goodbye 
but more of a see you again soon, because we will be back here, undoubtedly, on 10 December, I wish all members, 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Liberal Party, a safe and happy Christmas and all the very best for 2020. 
MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [4.52 pm]: I, too, rise to contribute to this 
adjournment motion at the end of what has felt like a very long and somewhat difficult parliamentary year, mainly 
because of the content of some of the debate that we have all been engaged in. I would like to put on the record 
my congratulations to the manager of opposition business on his statistical prowess. When I asked him to take on 
the job, I did not realise that he was actually going to be sitting there timing people’s response times to questions. 
It will make for interesting reading, I am sure, in 100 years’ time. 
I will start by thanking all the Parliamentary staff who support us here, particularly the Clerk, Kirsten Robinson, 
and the Deputy Clerk, Scott Nalder, and also the Clerk Assistants, Mathew Bates and Liz Kerr. We appreciate all 
the advice that they provide us as we try to navigate the standing orders and understand, particularly from an 
opposition perspective, with many of us not having served in opposition before, the tools that are available to us 
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to hold the government to account in this place. I thank all the assistant clerks who support us. I bid a special 
farewell to Dan Govus. I wish him all the very best on his next endeavour and congratulate him on his promotion. 
I might know somebody who can provide him with a really good barra fishing rod and some lures, and I hope that 
he catches a one-metre-plus barramundi some time in his recreational pursuits as he heads for the wild north. 
I thank the Sergeant-at-Arms, Isla McPhail, and the deputy sergeant, and also Tony Patterson and the security staff 
and the police team who keep us safe, protecting us from the disruptive actions of Extinction Rebellion and other 
protesting parties who cause a commotion in this place from time to time. Thank you to all of those people who 
are part of those protective roles. 
I thank all of the Parliamentary Services team, Rob Hunter and Hugh McCaffrey. I would like to say special thanks 
to the gardening staff. I am sure that the Premier will well remember that there is a very special parking space in the 
car park, underneath the tree that drops lilac flowers and ants. If you happen to occupy the parking space of the 
Leader of the Opposition, every day you need to fumigate your car, and deal with the sticky, nectary mess of lilac 
flowers that accumulate on the windscreen. My heart goes out to the gardening staff who deal with that across the 
entire grounds of the Parliament. They do a tremendous job in keeping the place looking presentable. We appreciate 
the work that Enno Schijf and the catering department do, in not only helping us entertain our constituents but also 
looking after all the various groups that visit the Parliament. They do a terrific job. 
I would like to especially thank the library and the education team here at Parliament. In opposition, when we have 
very few resources at our disposal, the library staff become our best friends. That is when we really start to understand 
the benefit of having the library staff and their research skills to assist us in doing our job in holding the government 
to account. In particular, I would like to thank the education staff. I have had a number of school groups and 
community groups come through the Parliament this year for tours, and the education staff do the most fantastic 
job in keeping all of those kids entertained. The information they provide is always useful and entertaining, and 
everyone who has a tour of Parliament House goes away with a feeling that they have had a valued experience. 
I would like to put my thanks on the record to those people. 
To Laurie Mansell, Hansard Manager, and the Hansard team, thank you for making our contributions read 
intelligently. Hansard is always in the firing line. I have a high regard for the work that Hansard does, particularly 
when it gets heated, and when confronting matters are being debated and it becomes highly charged and often 
emotional. In the middle of all of that, sitting at the table here, Hansard is diligently trying to record the words that 
we say so that those words can be sourced in perpetuity. 
It has been a difficult year, and I would like to congratulate you, Mr Speaker, and also the staff here at Parliament 
for providing wonderful wraparound support services during the voluntary assisted dying debate. I know that the 
Deputy Speaker was part of that, and I thank the member for Maylands for her contribution to providing those 
services. The contributions of members in this place—we saw it also with the legislation around changing the 
requirements for medically retired police officers—often get very gritty and emotional. They can be quite confronting 
and quite difficult to listen to, and I think we are all feeling, at the end of this year, that we are glad that we may 
not have to encounter such a difficult and confronting debate again. I just want to thank you, Mr Speaker, and the 
Parliamentary Services Department staff for ensuring that all of the people who work here and support us had 
a support network available to them during a very difficult period of time recording our words. 
To Mr Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and all the Acting Speakers, on behalf of the opposition, I thank you for your 
forbearance. It is often a very difficult task to try to manage a highly adrenaline-charged environment. Indeed, we 
all get a bit excited. All of us want to seek your protection, but in the next moment we also want to test the water. 
We appreciate the challenges that the position of holding this chamber steady and keeping the debate flowing pose 
to you, the Deputy Speaker and all the Acting Speakers, so thank you very much for your very fair and diplomatic 
management of the business of the house.  
To the two managers of opposition business, the member for Churchlands and the member for Dawesville, 
thank you very much for the effort you put in; also to the opposition Whips, the member for Vasse and the member 
for Darling Range, both of whom have done terrific jobs. I think we all rely very heavily on our Whips and managers 
of opposition business. There is often not any remuneration to back up the extra effort they put into keeping those 
incredibly concise statistical records, so we thank them for the work that they do.  
I would also like to thank and acknowledge the contributions of all members to the debate this year. It is always 
very interesting to listen to the different perspectives and points of view that people bring to this place, particularly 
sometimes in the different debates when we get to see a different side of someone. Sometimes with legislation that 
seems somewhat innocuous we end up with an outstanding contribution from a member who exposes a part of 
their experience or a part of their personality that we had no window into until they have stood up and decided to 
share that contribution in this place. So I thank all members for their contributions over the year.  
In closing, I would like to thank my team. I am really proud of my team and the work we have done. It is difficult 
in opposition to stay cohesive, and I think we have been doing a really good job of that. I am really proud that each 
and every time one of my members gets to their feet, they have the support of a very small but compact unit behind 
them while they make their contributions. I really appreciate that.  
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To the Leader of the Opposition staff—I think the acronym LOOP is aptly named, because it does feel like 
a madhouse sometimes in that office—my heartfelt appreciation for all the work they do, particularly for closing 
the door when I come charging in, ranting and raving about something. I do appreciate their discretely closing the 
door and providing a sound barrier to prevent other people from having their ears boxed.  

To our partners in opposition, the Nationals WA, thank you for your contribution and support. Over the past six months 
that I have been in the job I have really appreciated being able to work together on strategy and issues, and being 
able to work around private members’ business and other motions that we bring to this chamber. Thank you for 
supporting us and, please, know that we very much appreciate and delight in supporting your motions as well—
except around FIFO.  

On behalf of the parliamentary Liberal team, to all of you and to all those you love, I wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and a happy and safe new year. I look forward to seeing everybody back on 10 December and then, 
obviously, in 2020.  

MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the Nationals WA) [5.02 pm]: I rise briefly on behalf of 
the Nationals WA to express our thanks to everyone in this house who makes an enormous effort to keep it running 
smoothly for all of us who work here. To you, Mr Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and Acting Speakers, thank you 
for your guidance and advice as we have worked our way through the government’s legislative agenda and the 
other issues that we have dealt with on the floor of this place. To the Clerk, Kirsten, and your team, thank you very 
much. We appreciate your patience and guidance. You are all incredibly conscientious and we rely on your 
expertise and calm heads as we do the work that we are here to do on behalf of our constituency.  

Thank you to all of the teams that make this Parliament work—the cogs that are so very important—the 
Parliamentary Services Department, the corporate management team, security and the library. Thank you to the 
library team for having our National Party team members wander through on a regular basis stealing your Minties 
and Tim Tams, and for always making sure there is milk in the fridge for our leader’s office team. Thank you to 
Hansard for making us sound far better than most of us usually do in this place, particularly late at night. Thank 
you to the Education Services staff, security, the dining room staff, and the cleaning and outside crew who have been 
mentioned. Thank you to the police who are assigned to Parliament House. They all make it a very easy and special 
place to work and they always look after us, our staff and our guests. We very much appreciate the work that you 
all do.  

To my colleagues in the Nationals, thank you for your hard work throughout the year both in this place and in your 
electorates and more broadly. Our electorates are large and most of them remote from Perth, and you travel vast 
distances to make yourselves available to your constituents and ensure that we can bring their concerns to this 
Parliament and the government. Thank you to the member for Moore for acting as the Nationals WA Whip along 
with the additional duties of being an Acting Speaker.  

To the Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and your team, it is a thankless task in 
opposition, there is no doubt about it. I would say to you that we appreciate the opportunity to work alongside you 
in holding the government to account and making sure that this place works how it is supposed to. So thank you 
very much to all of you who have reached out and provided support throughout the year. We look forward to doing 
that again next year.  

To the Premier and his team, thank you. Thank you to those ministers who reach across party lines to assist us as 
members representing our constituencies and to your ministerial teams who provide support in our electorate 
offices and to us individually, who provide briefings and papers, and make sure that we can do our job. We really 
do very much appreciate it. That support has been there from all of the ministerial teams, so thank you very much 
to the government and the role that they play.  

To our electorate officers who play such an important role in assisting us to serve our electorates, thank you. In the 
Nationals WA’s case, many of them do not see us for a number of weeks at a time when we are travelling in other 
parts of our electorates. On behalf of my colleagues, I extend a sincere thanks to our extended team who work hard 
in the electorates in regional Western Australia.  

I would like to especially thank my leader’s office team who work out of the Parliament, led by the very hardworking 
Josh Nyman, my chief of staff; who is joined by Ross Lewis, Tracey King, Cale Hill, Tay Alers and Theresa Middis. 
They are unendingly patient and work hours beyond the call. We are lucky to have such a committed and enthusiastic 
team and they are very, very loyal. I add my sincere thanks to Alex Massey, who moved on during the year to new 
opportunities. He was an incredible asset to our team and he is missed.  

I know that we are likely to return for a day to complete debate on the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019. I would 
like to add to my colleagues’ comments earlier that it was an extraordinary bill to be a part of and something 
that I think we will all look back on as part of our parliamentary careers, and I commend the behaviour of everyone 
in this team as they brought their personal and constituents’ experiences to this place as we debated it. I look 
forward to the conclusion of that business in the other place. Although I may not agree with the positions of 
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some of those who are contributing at the moment, I think that the upper house has absolutely every right to do 
the job that it is doing, and I am sure that we will be back here to finalise that. That will be a landmark moment 
for this Parliament and for this state.  

This is my very last comment, Mr Speaker. As everybody leaves this place and you all depart to spend some time 
with your friends and family, if you are traveling in this state, make sure you do it safely, drive to the conditions 
and make sure that you arrive and get home safely. Merry Christmas and a very happy new year to you all.  

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [5.07 pm]: Members, I get the last say for the first time! I am going to mention 
some people who have already been mentioned but they are a very, very important part of the way the Parliament 
runs. I would like to thank the Deputy Speaker, the member for Maylands; and the Acting Speakers, the members 
for Geraldton, Moore, Wanneroo, Southern River, Mirrabooka, Forrestfield and Girrawheen. I thank the Clerk, 
Kirsten Robinson—as they say, my rock. She has got so much intelligence about what happens in Parliament she 
makes me look fairly good. But it is great to have Kirsten sitting down there. I am trying to get her a computer so 
I can type and ask questions, but we are having a bit of trouble with that at the moment. I thank the executive team: 
Scott Nalder, who does a tremendous job as the Deputy Clerk; and Liz Kerr; and Mat Bates. Isla Macphail, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, when she was with me in Hobart, is the only person who has enabled the Speaker to break his foot, 
so that will go down in history. But she does a tremendous job as the Sergeant-at-Arms. Thank you to Jaclyn Berry 
and Anne Day who provide executive assistance to the Assembly. Thank you to Denis, Rachel, Lachlan, Dan, Nik, 
Alison and Darren in the Assembly office; and to Michele, Renee, Pam, Trish, Jovita, Sarah, Alan, Sam, Alison, 
Catie, Alice, Franchesca, Suzanne, Vanessa, Lucy and Sylvia in the committee office.  

I now want to talk about the next group. We come to Parliament every day and everything works—well, maybe 
not the air conditioning. But everything works. You walk in, the security is there, the flowers are out and everything 
is done. It is not just done by chance. It is done by a tremendous group of people. Having been a country member 
for 18 years, these people have become part of my family, and I know that is the case for other country members 
here today. City members go home at night and see their families and maybe go to work the next morning. Country 
members go home to an empty house, probably. They come in here, and these people are just tremendous. I would 
like to rock off some of the names. There is the Parliamentary Services Department team headed by Rob Hunter. 
They just keep this building going—with not enough money! There is Human Resources and payroll under 
Tina Hunter, and Security and Reception Services, with manager, Tony Paterson, and reception service coordinator, 
Stephanie Nguyen. There is Building Services and the cleaning team led by Hugh McCaffrey, with head gardener 
David Boag. As the Leader of the Opposition was saying, they are out there every day and everything looks 
fantastic when everyone walks past. There is Information Technology, with manager, John Buchanan, and Finance, 
with chief finance officer, Elma Ozich. There is Reporting Services, with manager, Laurie Mansell. Three people 
have left or will leave Hansard this year: Emily Hewitt, who left to have a baby; Amanda Simpson, who left to 
take up work in private enterprise; and Bryce Moore, who will leave on 13 December to retire after 20 years’ 
service to the Parliament. There is audiovisual and broadcast coordinator, Dave Embry; Catering Services manager, 
Enno Schijf; the dining room and catering staff; dining room manager, Mark Gabrielli; executive chef, Brett Barrett; 
Library and Information Services manager, Judy Ballantyne; and Parliamentary Education Office, with Peter Dooley 
and the team. All these people make this place work. We come along and then we go home, and they are still here. 
They keep everything going. I would just like to congratulate all those people in that team. 

I would like to congratulate the Procedure and Privileges Committee for bringing in welcome to country this year 
for the first time. I think it is a very important thing. I am a little bit disappointed with both sides of the chamber 
that we did not get some of the family friendly issues done. The committee worked very hard to make Parliament 
a more family friendly place. What were your twins’ names again, David? I do not want to get their names wrong 
for a second time! They are Mia and Charlie. I always thought it was Jack. No wonder—they all look the same! 
David has 10 kids? No, six—I mean four—no, six!  

I would like to thank my electorate office staff, Guy, Ian, Christine, Owen and Trish. I am sure all country members 
here would know that they run your office when you are up in Perth. They do a tremendous job. I would like to 
thank them for all the work that they have done.  

It is going to be a busy time next year. I have been in this job 18 years, and probably in the early years Christmas 
time was the same as everything else. I was worrying about the election or worrying about something or going to 
functions—everything like that. It does not work very well that way. It does not matter how stressed you are, you 
have got to spend this time with your families, because the next 12 to 15 months are going to be hectic. Be with 
the ones you love, enjoy it, and then come back and we will be into it in the new year. To everybody, have a safe 
and prosperous Christmas and a happy new year. Just enjoy the break with the ones you love. 

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 5.13 pm 
__________  
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

HOUSING — BOND ASSISTANCE LOANS 

5645. Mr S.K. L’Estrange to the Minister for Housing; Veterans Issues; Youth; Asian Engagement: 
I refer to the Bond Assistance Loans provided by the Department of Communities, Housing, and I ask: 

(a) Between 1 January 2017 and 1 August 2019, how many applications for a Bond Assistance Loan were 
declined by the Department, with no conditional approval granted; and 

(b) For what reasons are loans that have not been repaid, written off: 

(i) Can you provide a breakdown of the total amount (in dollars) written off for loans between 
1 January 2017 and 1 August 2019, according to each reason? 

Mr P.C. Tinley replied: 
(a) 387. 

(b) In accordance with section 48 of the Financial Management Act 2006 and Treasurer’s Instruction 807, 
the Department of Communities will write-off Bond Assistance Loan debts in the following circumstances: 

it is uneconomical to pursue (less than $50);  

bankruptcy or debtor deceased; or  

referred to debt collection agency and unresolved within 12 months.  

(i) The table below provides a breakdown of the total amount (in dollars) for loans written off 
between 1 January 2017 and 31 March 2019. 

Reason Value ($) 

Uneconomical to pursue < $50 6,540.50 

Bankruptcy 55,878.97 

Deceased 167,850.68 

Debt Collection Agency > 12 months 1,294,928.81 

Total 1,525,198.96 

Bond Assistance Loan debts written off between April 2019 and August 2019 are currently 
being reviewed. This process occurs quarterly. 

__________ 
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