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494.

Hon KEN BASTON to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for State
Development:

I refer to the state government’s announcement on 14 June 2007 that the selection process for the Ord stage 2
M2 development area north of Kununurra will be extended and modified.
(1)

In what ways were the expressions of interest incompatible with the issues that had emerged at the
national level since the selection process began?

(2)

Were the 10 expressions of interest compared with the criteria set when they were called?

(3)

What criteria were they compared with before the decision was made that they were incompatible?

(4)

How many of the expressions of interest included infrastructure proposals?

(5)

Were any of the proponents given an opportunity to discuss their proposals with the Department of
Industry and Resources prior to the announcement being made?

(6)

On what date and by what means were the 10 proponents contacted and informed that the proposals
were incompatible?

Hon KATE DOUST replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1)

During discussions with the commonwealth government it became clear that the commonwealth would
consider only a large irrigation project that included the Northern Territory.

(2)

Yes.

(3)

The assessment process considered performance criteria, which is found on page 21 of the expression of
interest invitation, and the extent that the expressions of interest could meet the state’s objectives for the
project, which are found on page 8 of the expression of interest invitation.

(4)

The expression of interest invitation sought the proponents’ views on infrastructure requirements, and
the proponents responded to varying degrees.

(5)

No.

(6)

Proponents were verbally advised of the government’s decision to extend the expression of interest
process on 14 June 2007.
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