Personal Explanaiion,

ADJQURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.34 o'clock, p.m.

Legislntite Assembly.

Tuesduy, 17th September, 1895.

A Corvection—Personal  Explanation—Coolgurdie-
Kalgooriie Railway Bill : third reading—Parks
and Reserves Bill: consideration of commitiee’s
report—Copyright Bl ;  second veading ; in
committec— Fenoing $ill: second reading— Esti-
mates, 1895-6: further considered tn committee—
Adjournment.

Tne SPEAKER took the chair ab 4.30 o’clock,
p-m.
PRAYERE.

A CORRECTION : PUBLIC WORKS, SUPER-
VISION OF.

Tug DIRECIOR Of PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that, at the close of
the debute in the Public Works vote, when
the KEstimates were under consideration the
other evening, he inandvertently made u mis-
take in stating thot the percentage of the cost
of demgning nod supervising public buildings
amounted to about 9 per cent. He hud since
had a refwwn prepared, showing bhe exact per-
contage of the cost of plans, supervision, ete.,
which he would lay on the table for tho inforn-
ation of hon. membera. It wounld be seen from
that return that the wcbunl percentage was
only 4°60 per cent., including the cost of super-
vision, and that, excluding supervision, the
percentage of cost for preparing designs or
pluns did not amount to more than 3-1 per
cent.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hou. H. W, Venn) said his attention had
been called to the fact that the hon, member
for North Fremantle (Mr. Moss) felt himself
somewhat hurt snd aggrieved at some remarks
which he (the Comwissioner) made the other

evening, in the course of his speech on the |

Raiiway Workshops question. He wished to
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assure the hon, member that, in whot he said, |
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he had no intention whubtever to cust any
personal reflection upon the hon. member, It
was not custowary with him to rualce any re-
marks of a personnl character, and he desired
to assure the hon. member that any okserva.
tions which fell from him on the oceasion in
gquestion were merely of u geaeral character,
and had no personal reference to the hon,
member in uny way.

COOLGARDIE-KALCOORLIE RAILWAY
BILL.
Read a third tiwe, and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil,

PARKS AND RESERVES BILL.
COMMITTEK'S REPORT.

On the Order of the Duy for the consider-
ution of the comwmittec’s report on this Bill,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. &.
Buart) moved a consequentinl amendment, in
Clnuses 3 and 5, to provide for the establish-
ment of zoological gardens in connection with
public parks or reserves.

Amendment put and passed.

Tur ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Houn. 8.
Burt), in aceordance with rotice, moved, with.
ont comment, that the following sub-clause
be udded to Clruse 3:—

(3.) A Board may sue and besued, and all
legul proceedinga may be taken by nnd against
a Bourd in the nome of the President of the
Bouwrd,

Put and poased.

Tue ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt) also moved the insertion of the follow.
ing new clause, which he said, was introduced
to weet a suggestion thrown cut by the hon.
member for Albany, when the Bill wus under
discussion :—* The owner of any cattle within
the meaning of the Trespass Actk, hereinufter
cited, which are found trespassing on any en-
closed park or reserve, whether damnge is
proved to huve been committed or not, shall
forfeit and pay to the Board the like sums as
mentioned in the Trespuss Scaleof the Cattle
'I'vespass, Fancing, and Impounding Act, 1882,
in respect of trespass om a public street or
thoroughturc in u town or ¢ity, or im an en-
closed public cemotory.”

Cluuse put und passed, and comnittee’s re-
port adopted,

C"OPYRIGHT BILL.

SECOND READINT,
Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hom, S.
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Burt) : [n introducing this Bill to the House,
1 think there is not much occasion for me to
make any lengthy remarks wpon it, lecause
it embodies no innovation. Generally speak-
ing, it is siply the law relating to copyright
as it exists in England at the present time,
and which hos ulso been ndopted in the Ans-
tralinn colonies, particularly in Victoria and
South Australin. 'The Bill deals with the
copyright of literary, dramatic, and musical
productions, alse of lectures, engravings, and
works of scutpture ; and it proposes to estab-
lish a registry office here where the proprietor-
ship in these productions can be copyrighted.
No doubt, as the colony progresses in material
advancement and intellectunl development,
the necessity for such a Bill as this becomes
wmore and more wpparent ; and the Govern.
mont think the time has arrived for the intro-
duction of the present measure. It will be
observed that it is rather a lengthy measure,
but I may assure the House that it has re-
ceived very careful considerntion, and I think
the Bill will be found o very good and useful
Bill indeed. It in no way goes beyond the
English law in regard to these matters, and
the only alteration it wakes in the existing
local Jaw is in regard to 1he copyright in tele-
grans published by newspapers. At present,
under a short ordinance called the Telegram
Copyright Act (36 Vie. No. 7), which this Bill
repeals, no newspaper is allowed to re-publish
telegraws or cublegrams which have appeared
in another newspaper, until seventy-two hours,
or three days. have elapsed from their first
publication by the newspapers that receives
them and pays for them. This provision, it
appenrs, does not prevent some country
newspapers from making use of the tele-
grams received hy the wmetropolitan press,
without paying for them or acknowledg-
ing them in any way. They simply pirate
the telegrans, which are wired to them
by correspondents, immediately upon their
publication in the Perth newspapers, and they
republish thew in their ordinary issues, when
the three days’ profection have expired. It
is mow proposed that such telegrams shall not
he allowed to be transmitted from Perth, or
the place of their firat publication, until after
the expiration of seventy-two hours from snch
publication, instead of being transmitted as at
presont as soon as they appeax in the metro-
politan paper, ready for publication by country
journals on the ordinary day of the issue of
such journals. If these telegrams are not

[ASSEMBLY.]

Copyright Bill.

allowed to be sentfrom Perth by the correspon-
dents of country newspapers for three days
after their publication, they will become
stale, and will probably reach the news-
papers that are in the habit of pirating
them too late to be of any use to them.
T thipk, myself, that is only fair and
reasonnble towards the more enterprising
papers, which incur a lnrge outlay in obtain-
ing these telegrams and cablegrams. That is
the only alteration which the Bill makes in
the local law of copyright. 'The rest of the
Bill, us I bave ssid, merely introduces the
legisintion at presentin force in England with
regurd to copyright legislation.

Motion put and pnassed.

Bill read a second time, and committed.

1IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—Division of Act:

Put and passed.

Clause 2—8hort title and commencement :

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved that the Act should come into
operation on the 1st Junuury, 1896.

Agreed to.

Cluuses 3 10 19:

but and passed.

Clauge 20— Messages by electric telegraph
not to be published during three days after
receipt, without consent :

Mp. RANDELL asked whether
provisions existed in other enuntries.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said they did. 'he same law was in force
in South Australia and alsein Victoria, Some
of the newspapers in Perth incurred a large
expenditure in obtaining telegraphic news, and
it was only fair that such news should be pro-
tected from piracy. This clause gave these
papers three days copyright in their tele.
grams and cablegrams, before the news could
ke transmitted from Perth to country papers,
who were willing to make use of it without
paying anything for the privilege. He did
not mean to say that all country newspapere
were siroers in this respect. Some of them,
he believed, paid something towards the cost
of receiving these messages, but others con-
tributed nothing, and had not even the
decency to make any acknowledgment of the
source whence they derived their news,

Clause agreed to.

Clauses 21 to 29:

Put and pussed. .

Clause 30— Authors of lectures or their as-

similur
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eigns Lo have the sole right of publishing same, | passing of this Bill, that is to way, if a con-

ete.:

Me. ILLINGWORTH asked whether this |

clause would bar a newspaper from taking and
publishing a report of a lecture delivered.

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) snid thet in the cuse of a copyright
lecture Leing sold or assigned toa person for
delivery in aschool, seminary, or institution,

have to give two days’ notice of the copyright
in which caso the lecture could not be reported
without his conseni. IF the two days® notice
weore not given, the lecture might be reported
in the ordinury way, as the notice would be
necessary to protect the copyright.

Clanse agreed to.

Clauses 31 to 59, inclusive :

Put and passed.

Schedules 1 to 5, inclusive :

Put and passed.

Prenmble dnd title:

Put and passed.

Bill reported without amendment.

Report adopted.

FENCING BILL.
SECOND KEADING,

''ne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest): In
asking the House to agree to the sccond read-
ing of thia Bill, [ am not asking hon, mewmbera
to enter upon any new work. ‘This Bill has
been before the House on several occasions—
indeed I do not know how many years ago it
wus introduced into the Legislature—but un-
fortunately we have not been able to agree,
up to the present, in regard to what shall he
the fencing law. I huve taken a little trouble
in regard to this Bill, and find that, although
it ie not very different from the Bill as intro-
duced last year, it does differ in one important
provision. In the first place, bon. members
will notice thut this Bill is not retrospective
in its operation, except in oue clause, and
there the Bill merely affirms what is the law
at the present time. In the interpretation,
the term “land ” isrestricted to freehold land,
or to land held from th¢ Crown under special
occupation lease or license, or conditinnal pur-
chase lease or license, or as o homestead farm
or howmestead lease ; but it does not  include
lands held nnder lease from the Crown for
pastoral purposes. By Clause 4 it will he noticed
that occupiers uf adjoining land will have to
agsist in making a dividing fence, aftor the

;
:

' the cosk of erecting such fence.

tributing person wishes to fence in his land,
the proprietor or occupier of land adjoining
the dividing femce will have to pay half
Clause § pro-

" vides that if an ownper or occupier of land

fences in his land, and there is Crown land
adjoining, as soon ns such adjoining Crown
land is taken up, the pereon taking it up shall

the person representing the propristor would . pay o the owner of the fence, at once, one-half

of the then value of the fence. That seems to
me & fuir provision, because a person taking
up land from the Crown does so under « con-
dition that he shall fence in the lond ; therefore
it will bo no great hardship for him to pay to
the owner of the dividing fence one-half the
then value of the fence which he ¢an use. The
only difference between this provision und that
in the existing law is that a person taking up
Crown land af present hus not to pay
until he begins to use the fence, whereas under
thiy clange he will have to pay one-half the
value of the Eence as soon as he takes up the
land. Clause § provides that if any oceupier
of lund, or any pastoral lessee of the Crown,
either before or after the passing.of this Bill,
has erected a fence dividing the laad held,
cccupied, or leased by him fror wny land or
pastorn! lease adjoining thereto, and if the
ogeupier or owner of the adjoining land or
lease shall, in inclosing the same avail himself,
of the dividing fence or any part of it, the
person so availing himself of the fence will
have to puy one-half of the presemt value of
the fence. Cluuse ¥ makes it quite clear that
any pastoral lessee who uses the dividing fence
of another pastoral lessee must pay one-half
the value of the fence us soon as it is wused.
These are the main provizions of the Bill. I
think there is nothing unreascnable in them,
and they seem fair enough. They provide that,
in the case of what wecall land—thatislandin
fee simple or land heid from the Crown under
any form of tenancy, except that of pastoral
lease—the owner or occupier will have to pay
one-half the value of a dividing fence, after
the passing of this Bill; and, in regard to pas.
toral lessees, the fencing law will remanin the
same as it is at present— that, is when o divid-
ing fence 1s made usc of by an adjoining lessee,
the latter must then pry one-half of the value.
These provisions are fair aml remsonable, and
I hope hon. members will support them.
Clause 8 provides that a person using a fonce
on the further side of a road is made linble to
poy interest on onc-half of the cost of the
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fence, and tn pay one-hatf the cost of repaivs.
Tt is often the case that where land is lnid gut
on survey hefore selection, a fence along a
road divides one occupier from another, having
been erected by one of them, and the other
tukes advantage of the fence by stopping up
the road or putting a gate across. By that
means, he is making use of afence which he
has not erected, and if he does so he is to be
liable to pay interest on one-half the cost, and
to pay oune-half the amount of repairs. Clause
9 provides that the owner of n hedge shall be
responsille in certain cases, Clauses 10 and
11 provide Lbat each adjoining proprietor
ghull bear one-half the expense of keeping
fences in repair. Clause (3 provides for the
appurtionment of cost as between landlord and
tennnt, this being the same provision as was
in the Bill of last year. Cluuse 16 is import-
ant, us it provides thut this Hill shull not
apply to unalienated Crown lands. 1 think it
is right that the country should not be made
to pay for the fencing of Crown land that has
not been dealt with, and which adjoins a
portion already taken up, hut that the person
who eventbuaxlly tukesupsuch adjoining portion
should pay his half share of any dividing
fence. [t secms to me that the objections
which were raised last year by so many mem-
bers with regard to the retrospective operation
of the Bill as it was then brought in have been
eliminated from this measure; and, although
[ do not think it was unfuir in that respect,
still,louking ul the cireumstances of the colony,
T thiok it is wise for us to leave out the retro-
spective provisions. I beg to move the second
reading of the Bill.

Mg, PLESSE : I desire, Siv, to express my
pleasure at the fact that the Govermmment have
again introduced this Bill to deal with the
fencing question. The measure is one very
urgently required, and it has been frequently
demanded by the people whom it concerna.
Owing to the large amount of settlement that
hus taken place in all parts of the colony
during the past yeur or two, the necessity for
a ¥encing Bill has become wore and more
appurent. ‘The Premier has mentioned that
the Bill, as 1t is now Lefore the House, is
really an old friend, owing to the fact that it
haa been under the consideration of hon.
mewmbers so often before. My only regret in
the matter is that the Bill brought forward
lust session, and which reached o certain
stage, did not actually becowme law, because a
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since then, and people have had to improve
other people’s land, us well as their own, with-
out getting the benefits derivable under the
provieions of a Fencing Bill. 1 trust there
will be no difficully in making the pre-ent
Bill the law of the country hefore the end of
this session, The Bill is u most useful mea-
sure, and no doubt, whatever difference of
opinion there may be as to its severnl provi-
sions, they will be more satisfuctorily settled
in committee. Atthis stage Ineed only snythat
certain additions appear to me to be necessury,
and I will give notice of these, T think there
should be a clause dealing with cuses where
one person keeping cattle adjoins the property
of another keeping sheep, and wce versa. [t
stands to reason that the wan who only
desires to keep cattle will strongly object to
being compelled to pay one half the cost of u
fence suitable to a person who runs sheep on
his land. ‘there should be a clause deuling
with such cuses as these. I believe the ques.
tion is dealt with in the South Australian Act,
und I have been told that the provision made
there has been found most useful. Sach o
clanse would work well here, and aid very
lurgely in the settlement of the country;
and 1 propose to give notice of the
uddition, a0 that it may receive the
careful considerstion of hon. members.
Clause 8 iz & most useful clauge, und I
um sure it will be found to work well, It
provides for a person using the fence erected
cn the opposite side of the road by another
owner, the only cundition of such nsu being
{that the person using it must pay the owner
of the fence interest on one balf the cosb of
the fence, and contribute to the cost of repaira.
‘I'he proposal is n fair one, and the person who
takes advantage of such a provision should
not be called upon to pay interest om wore
than n certain proportion of the cost, for the
stmple reason that the roads he crosses
with bhis feoce are under the control of the
Ronds Boards, and he may be zompelled, at
any time, to erect a sepavate fence on tae
boundsry of his own land, and on his own
side of the ruad. At present there are numer-
ous instances where separate fences are not at
ull necessary, and Leing compelled to erect
them is both irksome and troublesome to the
settlers. [f, by & clause in this Bill, an alter-
ation can be made giving the right to the usa
of the fence on the opposite side of the road,

it will be fuund very useful indeed. There is

considerahle amount of fencing has been done . one thing I should like to see, however, and
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that is the rate of interest on half the cost of
conatruction rnised from 7 per cent. to S per
cent. Tt is hardly likely the additional one
per cent, would nect as a bar to the use of
these fences, for the simple reason that the
privilege to use a fence on the other side of
the road confers a very great advantage on
the owner of the land, who has only to pay
intercst on one half the cost of conmatruction;
and the slightly increased rate of interest
would mot deter him from taking advantage
of this purticular provision in the Bijll. The
Bill is certainly a step in the right direction,
and ¥ aw sure will he well received hy all
thoge who are interested in the settlement of
the counfry, nnd be o most valuable measure
to those compelled to fence their land.

Ma. COOKWOREHY: I certainly have
very great pleasure in supporting the second
reading of this Bill, and in doing so T would
like to say that so far ns fencing is concerned,
a8 applying to udjoining properties, I think
there should be some nalteration by which
where o person only proposes to keep cattle,
and consequently only requires » fence to
restrain lurge stock, he should not be called
upon to pay the cost of o fence of the char-
acter known as sheep-proof, Persopally, I
shonld like to sce this ultered when the Bill
is in committee, and I propose to submit the
necessary amendment for the consideration
of hon. members.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R.Richardson): It appenrs
to me, Sir, that there may be some difficulty,
ne hns been suggested, with regard to the
definition of a fence, ''he definition given
in the interpretation clause is that ¢ fence
“shall mean any substantial fence reasonably
“ deemed sufficient to vesist the trespass
“of great and small stock” It appears
to me that, if this definition is
carried out, it may possibly work a hard-
ship upon people who do not desire to
kecp small stock, and consequently do not
require a fence such as thut provided in the
interpretation elanse, If this interpretation
remains as at present, it means that in order
to compel an adjoining owner to contribute
one half of the cost of femeing, the person
desiring to erect the fenmce would have ko
erect one sufficient to resist small stock, when
neither he nor his neighbor desired or in-
tended to run anything but cattle. That
would entail apon both unnecessary expense,

merely in oeder to justify the person erecting .
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the fence claiming the proportion of cost
from the owner of the adjoining land.

Mg, HASSELL: The only difficalty I can
gee about this matter is the manner in which
we can meet such cnses, where the land is
used for different purposes by the different
owners. It ie gnite likely one man may erect
8 sheep-proof fence, and his neighbor, who
only proposes to kecp eattle, will not care to
p ¥y for what he does not require; and thia is
o difficult matter to deal with, Possibly the
matter mny be got over in committee.

Me. LEFRQY : I think it is quite vight that
tkis measure should ' have becn brought
before the House again. Kveryone will ndmiit,
I suppose, that any person who obtains the
benefit of & fence which has been evected by
his neighber should also bear a portion of the
cost of comstruction. There are, however,
saveral provigions in this Bill which, if agreed
to, will ereate hards-hip and injustice upen
some holders of land in the colony. One of
these proposals I referred to when the ques-
tion was last before the House, and it is
where a lexscholder, who acquirea the free-
hold of a piece of land within his lease merely
in order to secure woter, can be culled upon
by another person, who takes up an adjoining
area, to bear half the cost of constructing a
fence, which the leascholder does not wunt,
which can be of no wse to him, and which
would ouly ¢reate inconvenience by keeping
his stock from getting to the water as freely
as they would do otherwise. 1 moved an
amendment in this matter last year, and it
ie my intention on the present oceasion ulso
to protect the intereats of leascholders in my
own district, as well as those ontaide of it, as
much as possible. ‘There are muany-peopie
who will come under the operution of this
Bill, merely beciuse they have had to pur-
chase the right to wuter arens, and it will he
an injustice if these are compelled to bear
half the cost of constructing fences they
not only do mat want, but which would
be in their way if erected. The point
is one apon which I should liks the [fon.
the Altorney-General to give hias attontion
and I shall be happy to consull him, with a
view of some amendment being made. There
is another point, [ think, that might well be
considered in connection with this Bill, and
that is with regard to the erection of barhed-
wire fences ulong public roads. At present
there is nothing to prevent a man erecting a
fence of three barbed wires, and this means
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that, whenever sheep come along, and enden-
vor to geb through that fence, they are cub
about, and much injury iz done. Some pro-
vigion might be made in this Bill to deal with
the erection of this class of fence, as T believe
is done in other colonies. With the exception
of where it is provided that people may be
culled upon to contribute towards the cost of
erecting fences which canvot possibly be any
good to them, I think the Bill is a good one.
So far ns those people I have referred to are
concerned, [ hope [ shall have the nssistance
of the House in protecting their interests, and
preventing an injustice being done to them.

Mgr. LEAKE: I do not intend to opposc
the second reading of this Bill, but I do de-
sire to direct the attention of hon. members
to one or two of ita provisious, and more par-
ticularly with regard to the method proposcd
to be adopted for the vecovery of amcunts due
from one person to ancther in respect of
fencing. "The Bill does not leave the
parties  to their ordinary common
law rvemedy, which would be to leta
man make his claim in an ordinary counrt
of justice, bnt it provides means whereby a
man be brought summarily before two justices,
and the fact that he has not paid for fencing
done on the bonndary of his land is made o
criminal offence, and the offender, if he does
not pay up, may find himself temporarily
sojourning at Fremantle, or some other prison,
or place of confinement. The Attorney-
General will, I am sure, agree with me that
thiz will be one of the effects of including in
the Bill, as proposed, certain sections of the
Shortening Ordinance. Then, again, there is
Clause 24, which provides that the amount
due, and the costs incurred against any person,
if not paid, may be made n charge on the
land.

Mgr. A. FoerEmst: Subject, of course, toa
mortgage.

Mr. LEAKE: Of course. The suggestion
in this clause is foreign to the law in the
colonies at the present moment, and I eannot
see any necessity for this new departure. The
Hon. the Pramier did not touch on this ques-
tion in moving the second rending, but we
shall doubtless have some explanation of it in
committee. The provision for the registra-
tion of judgments is inconsistent with the pro-
vicions of the 'I'ransfer of Land Act, which
requires proceedings te be commenced by £. fa.
before the title to lands can be affected. [

* trust the Attorney-General will tura his atten-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Estimates 189-56.

tion to this snbject, and show what the effect
will be if this clause becomes law. Tt creates
for one class of people rights and interests
never contemplatid before, and this would be
the first time for them to be recogaised in our
Statute Book, However, these objections are
not sufficient to justify me in objecting to the
second reading of the Bill. I only desire to
direct the attention of hon, wembers to what
I regard as hlemishes in it. I trust the result
of the consideration of this matter in com-
mittee will be that parties affected Dy this
Bill will be left to recover judgment in the
ordinary way.

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ESTIMATES, 189586,

The consideration of the Eetimates, in
committee, was resumed,

Vote— Works and Buildings, £444,136
13e. 4d. (debate continued):

Mgr. MORAN suid he desired to take this
opportunity of expressing satisfaction with
the correction the Director of Public Works
had made that evening, showing that the cost
of designing and supervising the erection of
public buildings amounted, not to & per cent,,
ag had been stated by the hon. gentleman the
other evening, but enly to about 4} per cent.
When the statement was wmade the other
evening, he thought at the time that 9 per
cent, was an enormous sum for the eountry to
pay for designs and supervision. Speaking of
the architectural staff, generally, he bad a
high opinion of the officers of the departinent,
although, of course, as was the case wherever
there was a large bhody of men, there were one
or two exceptions who were not a credit to the
service.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH asked whether the
amended return as to the cost of supervision,
etc, showed the cost of the works actually
arected, while the statement of the Commia-
sioner the other evening included the cost of
plnns of buildings and other works which had
been designed but not constructed.

Tar DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) roplied that the error had
been made by charging all the money which
had been expended as expenditure upon
public works, whereas a great deal of preparn-
toryoffice work in connection with unexpended
votes was included iu the outlay.

Mr. RANDELL, while congratulating the
Diractor of Public Works upon the fact that
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his department did not cost for designing and
supervision more than 4} per cent. of the
amount of the expenditure om public works,
regretted that all the works authorised last
gession had not been carried out. Of course,
he was willing to make allowance for the fact
that the Estimates were passed very late last
yenr, and, pessibly, there might not have heen
time to carry out these works; but, as the
Estimates would probably be passed earlier
this_session, he hoped that all the works pro-
vided for would be carried out within the
year.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WOREKS
(Hon. H., W. Venn) pointed out that,
owing to the late period when the Estimates
wero passed last year, the Department had
only six months in which to carry «ut the
works passed last session, namely, between
December and June. This year, according to
the rate at which the Estimates were being
passed, the department would have nine or
ten months to get throagh with the work.

Mr. RANDELL: Tt is now September, and
we are not through with them yet.

Mgr. A. FORREST, referrving to Item No.
13 (Assistant Engineer-in-Chief, £600), said
that the title of this officer was a very mis-
leading one, as the sc-called Assistant Engi-
necr-in-Chief was really the head of the archi-
tectural branch of the Public Works Depart-
ment. He wished to draw the attention of
the Directorof Public Works to the necessity
that existed for this officer to travel about
the conntry, nnd visit the prioncipal centres
of the eastern goldfi lds, in order to find out
the architectural requirements of those places,
which were now very inadequately provided
for in the watter of public buildings. In
fact, the first impression a wvisitor to Cool-
gardie was likely to form was that the
Government bad not been alive to the import-
ance of erecting sunitable public buildings for
such large centres of population. The
public buildings at Coolgardie were so
squat that most of the money had been
expended upon the reofs, the walls being
hardly higher than & man’s head. The public
buildings, indeed, were not at all what might
have been expected in a place that was
expanding so rapidly as Coolgardie; and he
hoped that the head of the architectural
branch wonld be sent there, in order that
designs might be prepared more in keeping
with what Coolgardie and other important
centres needed for the proper nccommodation
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of the large amount of public business that
was {one there. ‘The head of the nrchitectural
branch would he of greater service to the
country if he were not always kept in the
office, but allowed to travel to the different
ceptres, ng he bhad suggested, so that the
designs of the Public Works Department
might be of o suitable character for the
places where they were to be constructed.
The Post and ‘Felegraph Office at Coolgardie
was a nolable example of the insufficiency of
the public buildings of that place, and he
hoped that the Goveroment would soon erect
one that would be a credit to snch a large
mining centre. The money had all been spent
on the top of the building, and very little had
been done at the bottom of it, to provide
either suitable or adequate accommodution.
Me. R. F, SHOLL regretted that all tae
plans of the public buildings were of a
uniform kind, with the raesult that build-
ings were put up in the more tropical dis-
tricts that were only suitable for the cooler
regions of the South. Some of the buildings
were especially unfil for a warm climate,
notably the post and  telegraph office at
Broome, which compared very unfavorably
with the offices of the Enatern ''zlagraph Com-
pany in that town, which were coastructed to
suit a tropical climate. Tishould be the aim
of the head of the architectual branch
to plan tne buildings for the different
localties with a view to the necessities of each
place, instend of having all the designs alike,
ali over the colony. These buildings generally
were very expensive, and they should be

adapted to local requirementz in  each
case.
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. H. W. Venn) said the hoa. member for
the Gascoyne had referred to the public build-
ings at Broome. He did not know that the
present Government had erected any public
buildings at Broome, those now standing liav-
ing heen pul up before the present (Govern-
went eame into office. The Government, when
erecting new buildings, would be found to be
quite equal to present requirements. At the
same time he might draw attention to the fact
that the offices of the Eastern Extension
Telegraph Company cost £14,000 or £15,000,
and, if the Government asked the House to
sanction such a vote for public buildings at
Broome,the House would not helikely toagreeto
such expenditure The Government telegraph
offico in the town referred to had cost only



992 Estimates 1895-6.
£300 or £400, and no doubt it did look ingigni-
ficant beside the fine offices of the 'V'elegraph
Company, which provided cven a billiard
room and cvery possible comfort for their
officers. The Government ceuld not be equally
luxurious, Lut the best would be done
in the matier of public buildings, so
far as the finances would allow. The
hon, member for West Xiunbherley had
veferred to the fact that Coolgardic
had outgrown the pnblic buildinga at that
place. No doubt that was 30, but Coolgardie
had taken enarmous strides in the last two
yenrs, and the growth of a goldfields town
could not alwaye be ncenmtely forecasted. At
Southern ¢'voss ample provision had been
made in the matter of public huildings; but
if Southern Cross had grown at the same rate
ns Coolgardie, the Southern Cross offices wounld
have teen condemned as being quite behind
the times. The Government would have to
build up to the present requirements of Cool-
gardie, and he hoped that now that thecolony
wns making such rapid progress, the Public
Works Department would be enabled to pro-
perly provide for the public requirements of
any place where new offices were to be bailt,
such us ot Kalgoorlic nnd Hannan's, At the
same time it might be difficult Lo do so, for it
was difficult to predict to what extent Han-
nan’s might grow. ULut a telegraph station
and Warden’s quurters would be evected there
that wonld be w credit to the town. On the
other hand it would not be wise for the Gov-
ernment to over-estimate the requirements of
n place, and spend a very large sum upon o
building in excess of what would be needed to
meet the growth of any of the towns of the
colony. 1t was heing arranged that a great
deal of the office work that was now heing
done by the Assistant Engineer-in-Chief
should in future be performed by the officer
next to him, acting under his direction, so
that the berd of the branch wight be Ieft
more free than he had hitherto been to visit
the different pluces where public works were
required, so that the plans might be adapted to
the different districts.

Me. MORAN snid the public buildings at
Coolgardie were designed aboul sixteen months
ago, when the place waz going ahead very
rapidly, but, notwithstanding that fact,
nothing but tin shanties were put up, which
were altogethor inadequate for the Coolgardie
of to-doy.

[ASSEMBLY.]

He would like to point out to the -

Director of Public Works that the lesson to |
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be derived from the rapid development of
Coolgardie was that in the goldfields centres
the Governwent should, in the first place,
erect only temporary structures nntil it was
seen what o mining township was going to
beecome. Then, when the growth of a town
demanded it, the temporary buildings should
be taken down, and moved on to new centres
that were bound to be opened up; and sul-
atantinl permanent buildings should be crected
in the older places. He wns glad that new
telegraph offices werne to be erected at Cool-
gardie and Kalgoorlie, for the pigeon boxes
which ut preseat did duty as telegraph stations
at those places permitted the public to both
see and hear the mnessages which were received
and {ransmitted. The sooner the new offices
were huilt, the greater the public satisfaction.

Mr. CLARESON remarked that it was
eagy for every one to be wise nfter the event,
as to the phenomenal growth of the goldfields
towns such as Coolgardie; hut, a year or two
ago, no one could huve predicted that it wounld
have been the Coolgardie it was to-day. Hence
the Public Works Department could not be
blamed for not putting up larger public offices
when the town was fitst lnid out.

MRr. GEORGE asked the Dircctor of Public
Works whether the Assistant Engineer-in-
Chief was responeible for the work of the
architectural branch of the department, and
whether he (Mr. Venn) had ascertained who
was to blame for the blunder which he (Mr.
George) had pointed out the other evening in
regard to the erection of the public offices in
Perth.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WOKEKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said the hon. member for
the Murray spoke 30 often that he did not
quite remember the pariicular statement to
which the hon. inember referred.

Me. GEORGE said he would refresh the
memory of the Hon, the Director of Public
Works, The wmistake to which be alluded was
thatin the plans prepared by the Department it
wug provided that heavy onst-irom gutters
should be used, and, when the guiters were
being put up, it was discovered that tho build-
ing was notof aufficient strenglh to curry their
weight.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{(Hon. H. W. Venn) said he wounld ascertain
the facls of the alleged error, but he expected
it would be foumd that the hon. member for
the Murray had again been mizinformed.

Mr. RANDELL, referring to Item “ Gaov-
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ernment Electrician and Electrical Engineer,
£330,” said he understood, from what the
Premier had stated on a previous oceasion,
that the officer holding that appointmeni
(Mr. Hancock) alse discharged the daties of
Inspector of Boilers and Engines, nnder the
Boat Licensing Act, at o salary of £130 por
anpoum, Was that the case?

Tue DIRECTQR OF PUBLIC WORKS
Hon. H. W. Venn) said it was intended that
Mr. Hancoek should discharge the duties of
Boiler and Engine Inspactor, ag well as those
of Government Electrician nnd Blectrical
Engineer, but that he would not draw the
extrn £150 a yeur attached to the former
office.

Mr. RANDELL hoped the officer in ques-
tion was qualified to inspect and report upon
the condition of hoilers.

I'me Direcror oF Punnic Works (Hon. H.
W. Venn) - He has that qualification.

Mr. RANDELL: Is he a boiler-mnker?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H W. Venn)} said Mr. Hancock was
well qualified for the work of inspecting and
reporting upon boilers, becanse the examina-
tions which be had had to pass before he
could practise as an Elecirical Engineer were

upon mechanical subjects, embracing o
gcientific knowledge of the working of
boilers,

M. RANDELL said he thought the two
positions — Eleclrical Engineer and Boiler
Inspector—wers entirely incompufible, and
that if Mr. Hancock were allowed to fill the
dual position, o practical boiler-maker wonld
bave to be secured to do the work of inspect-
ing and reporting upon the condition of
boilers. The cowmbined salaries attached to
the two positions he had referred to amounted
to £500 & year, and he @id not consider that
this officer should draw the extra £150 a year
for ipspecting beilers, if he werenot gualified
as g practical man todo the work.

Tre DigecTorR oF PusLic Works (Hon. H,
W. Venn): He does not reccive the extra
£150 a year.

Mg. GEORGE &aid he would like to know
what Mr. Hancock really did for his salary,
and what his daties were. If the information
he had received regurding that officer was
correct, his services as Electrician to the Post
and Telegraph Department were not appre-
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ciated; and,as there was already acompetent

officer in charge of the railway telephones and
another one in charge of the general tele-
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phone system of the city, he would like to
know what particnlar work Mr. Hancock was
supposed to supervige,

‘' DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. H. W. Venn) said Mr. Hancuck’s
duties were various, becnuse, although the
Government had thought it desirable to
specially engage competent officers to super-
vise the working of the railway telephones
and the genera! telephone system of the city,
they also found that a competent officer was
required to report upon the general electrical
lighting of the city, and on the condition of
the elecirical appliances in use, and also to
preparecorrectindents for telegraphic material
which was required in the extension of the
telegraph service all over the colony. ‘I'hose
dutirs were heing porformed by Mr. Hancock
to the satisfaction of the Government.
. Me. GEORGY said be was satisfied, after
henring the statement of the Director of of
Public Works, that the Govermment were
exercising nll necessary precautions in indent-
ing telepraphic material, but he wus under
the impression that the work of preparing the
indenta was done by the Telegraph Depart-
ment. At any rate he did not think the
Electrical Engineer’s time would be fully em-
ployaed in preparing those indents. While he
was on his feet, he would like to Eknow from
the Director of Public Works whether the
Electrical Enginecer was the official who was
responsible for the identing of the copper
wire for the Wyndbam to Hall’s Creek and
HalYs Creek to Derby telegraph line, which
had invalved the counlry in a loss of £2,000,
in consequence of the wire not being sufficiently
strong for the purpose.  As to Mr. Hauncoek's
alleged fitness to inspect and report upon
boilers, he did not think he was qualified as a
practical man to do that work, although he
might have the necessary scientific know- -
ledge.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORES
(Hon, H, W, Venn) said, with regard to the
matter of the Wyndham to Derby telegraph
line, he did not think the blame for the loss
of the £2,000 menticned by the hon, member
could be cast npon Mr. Hancock, because the
fault rested with the manufacturers in not
supplying tbe materinl that was indented
for.

Mg, WOOD said hon. members nppeared
to he geiting awny from the question as to
whether the Electrical KEngineer shonld, in
addition to his salary of £330 o year for that
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office, draw an extra £150 a year as Inspector
of Boilers and Engines under the Boat Licen-
sing Act; and he would like the Government
to assure the House that that officer wonld
not receive the extra salury.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said the Government did
not intend fo increase the Electrical Engi-
neer's salary atall, and he assured the Com-
mittee that this officer would not also receive
the £150 a yenr for inspecting the hoilers.

Mr. R P. Suorn: Who will draw the
£150 then ? ’

Twe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said he would repeat the
agsarance that the Electrical Enginecer wonld
not receive it.

Mgr. KEEP asked, in view of that nssur-
ance, whether the Electrical Fugineer would
slill be Inspector of Boilers apd Enginea
under the Boat Licensing Act, withont pay?
Tf it were intended that the present Electri.
cal Engineer shouid be nlso Inspector of
Boilers, he considered that the Government
would be taking oo great o risk in entrusting
those duties to this officer—especially in re-
gard to marine boilers—Dbecause, in his opinion,
this officer was not compefent to do the
work. The Beard of Trade would only accept
the certificate of a qualified inspector of
marine boilers, and he considered that the
Government should secure the services of o
thoroughly efficient and qualified officer to fill
such an important position.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) said he quite agreed with
whut the hon. member for Pilbarra had said,
and, having had his attention particnlarly
drawn to the whole question of voiler inspec-
tion, both as to land and marine boilers, he
would ascertain what was really being done at
present. At the same time, he did not think
that My, Hancock was required to exomine
marine boi era.

Mr. GEORGE said that, having certain in-
formation in his possession which questioned
this officer’s competency to §11 the position of
Electrical Epgineer, he moved to strike the
item out.

Mg, PIESSE said that, having had an as-
surnnce from the Government that Mr. Han-
cock wonld not receive the extva £150 a year
fnr inspecting boilers, he was satisfied. He
thought that £350 a year was quite suffi-
cient sulary for the office ¢f Government
Electrician and Electrical Engineer. With

[ASSEMBLY.]
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regard to the question of boiler inspection, he
was of opinion that only a theroughly coiwpe-
tent man should be entrusted with that work,
and, although Mr, Hancock wmight possess all
the qualifications for the work from a scien-
tific point of view, still he thought——

TaE CHaigman: The hon. member must
understand that we are not now dealing with
boiler inapection. The Government hns ns-
sured the committee that the salary of £150
will not be paid to the Electrical Enginecer,
and we are now dealing with the salary for
that officer.

Mz. MORAN snid, with ragard to the ruling
of the Chairman, that he wunderstood that
part of the Electrical Engineer’s duties was to
inspect boilers, and that comsequently hon.
membera counld refer to the question of boiler
inspection.

Tue PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) said
he would like to explain that the reason why
Mr. Hancock had up to the present time heen
regarded as the Inspector of Boilers and En-
gines under the Boat Licensing Act wag be-
canse, at the time the Act referred to was
passed, no sum was provided for the Inspec-
tor's sulary, and he was asked to do the work.
As & matter of fact, he had not done anything
io the direction of inepecting boilersat all, and
it was not intended that he shonld do so.
Perhaps hon, members would allow the item
to pass when he, as well us the Director of
Public Works,assured them that the Electrical
Engineer would not receive the £150 voted
for un Imspector of Boilers and Engines
under the Bowt Licensing Act. That item
had been placed on the Estimates at the re-
quest of the Chief Harbarmaster, who no
doubt considered it necessary that therc
should be an Inspector of Marine Boilers.

Mg, SIMPSON said he certainly thought
that the position of Government Electrician
and Electrical Engineer had been speciully
made for Mr. Hancock, becanse it was well-
Enown that his services as electrician having
been declined by the Post and Telegraph De-
partument, he was made consulting engineer to
the Works Department. [t wos unpleasant
to say that any public servant was not suit-
able for the position which he held, but he was
perfectly satisfied, from the information that
had reached him, that the presence of Mr.
Hancock in the Postal and Telegraphic Depart-
went had not conduced to the advantage of
the public service, or to the satisfaction of the
public. In consequence of representations



Estimates 1885-6.

that were made to the Government concern-
ing this officer, he was pranted an extended
leave of absence, the object being to get rid of
him ; but now he re-nppeared as Government
Electricinn and Elecirienl Engineer. ‘They
had heard from the Premier that evening that
Mr, Hancock was practically incompetent to
inapect boilers.

Tae Preuier: T don’t know about that.

Mz STMPSON: Well, judging from what
the Premier satd, hon, members must take it
for granted that the Electricnl Engineer was
not fitted to he inspector of boilers.

The Cuarrman : The hon, member must be
carefui pot to discuss boiler inspection.

Me, SIMPSON said he would be careful not .

to doso. Hon. members had heard that Mr.
Hancock had not had anything to do with
boiler inspecting, and probably they would be
more satisfied to hear that he hod had nothing
to do with unything else connected with the
public service. They had from the Post and
Telegraph Department practically a dis-
credited man who, it was proposed, should
become an officer of the Works Department,
and who, so far ashe could gather from the
statements made by the membera of the
Government, was to wmanage the electrical
portion of the signalling facilities on the rail-
ways as well—a work which in itself required
the services of & thoroughly competent and
efficient electrician,

At 6.30 p.n., the Chairman Jeft the chair.
At 7.30 p.m., the Chairuan resumed the
chair.

Me. SIMPSON, resuming his remnrks, said
the Premier had atated that he conld not give
the name of the officer who occupied the poai-
tion before—that of Government Electrician
and Electrical Engineer. He asked again, was
it desivable that a position like this shonld be
made for a man who had practically been dis-
credited in another branch of the serviceP
Considering that no reason hpd been shown for
making this appointment, while there were
serious reasons againatb it, the offect of persist-

ing in this appointment would be to deter

good mmen in the service from secking pro-
motion as ths reward of competent and Faith-
ful service. The committee would act wisely
in striking out the item.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the hon. member was not justified in stating
this officer was discredited. This officer
certainly  did not give satisfnction as
Saperintendent of Telegraphs, though that
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was nobt in regard to his professional know-
ledge, but to his management of the commer-
cial part of the business. [Mg. Sixpzon: He
made a mess of it.] He (the Premier) bhad
never heard any one guestion this officer’s
ability as an electrican, nnd there was every
reason to believe he wns a capable and
qualified elcetrical engincer. He came to this

" country will recommecded, to inangurate

the telephone service; and what ground had
the hon. member for aaying this officer
wna nobt a qualificed electrician? When
this officer was trouwsferred from the
Post and Telegraph Depurtinent, the Govern-
ment did not think it well to dispense with his
service, seeing that there wus a growing ne.
cessity for an expert in electrical matters to
advise the Government, especially in the
ordering of electrical appltiances. This item
appeared nlse in the Estimates last year, and
at that time electrical lighting was being in-
troduced in Perth; large extensions of the
telegraph system were also heing undertaken ;
and there was an increasing pecesaity for such
services, as a gkilled electrician could render
to the Government.

Me. GHORGE said there was no evidence
to show this officer was an expert in tele-
graphy, while, on the contrary, it was known to
some peracns that this so-called expert did not
even know how to use an electriesl instru.
ment, a8 an aperator, for transmitting n
mesenge. Ifa first class expert in electrical
work waa required, had the Government got a
first-class officer ? ‘That question should be
answered. He usually put his guestions to
Ministers in as plain Sazon as he could,
but the Ministerial hends did not seen: able to
answer them,

M=z, STMPSON asked whether it was not
the fact that the expert who was iwmported
for advising on the orgunisatio: and working
of the Telegraph Department did question this
officer's competency.

Tre Premiee (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
this officer’s competency as an electrical en-
gineer was not questioned by the expert who
camo over to advise.

Mg. SIMPSON said he had reason to believe
the expert who come over did question this
officer's competency as & professional electri.
cian. As an exnmple of hisgkill, there was the
clock which recorded the time in this chamber,
and which, after being under this officer’s par-
gicular attention during three weeks, had to
be sent to the plumber for repairs. This
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officer might have been a long time in the
service, but that did not prove his competency,
for he was simply taken over by the present
Government ws a legacy from the old system ;
just as the Midland Hailway trouble was taken
overas o legacy. To place and keep this
officer in n highly responsible position, for
which he wns :of fitted, wast have o bad
effect on the serviceo.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said an expert of this
kind was necessary and the salary was not too
much for n competent expert. What the con-
mittea desired wus to be assured that this
officer was really compotent, and on that point
he knew there was congideruble doubt outside
the House ns well as in it. If this officer wua
not efficient, some other competent expert
should Le appointed, as an officer of this kind
appeared to be necessnry.

Mg A. PORREST anid this officer entered
the service in 1885, and had continued to draw
about the same salary for nearly 10 years, while
doinyg practically the same Quties. Yet, after
all these yenrs, some hon. membera suddenly
discovered, as they believed, that this officer
waa incompetent. How could members of thia
House be judges of the competency of an
electrical engineer ? The head of the depart-
ment was regpounsible for the efficiency of the
officere employed, and any charge of incom-
petency should therefore be brought against
the Minister, who would then know what he
had to answer for, and might produce precise
evidence to meet the charge,

Mg, SIMPSON said this officer had not
beenin his present pesition of consulting
electrical enginecr to the Govermment until
his salury came befoce the House in this year's
Estimates. [The Prem=Er : The salary was in
the Estimates for last year also.] Waell, this
officer might have oceupied this position
fifteen months, und had been pui into it after
having been discrediled in another depart-
went. [f he (Mr. Simpson) had no right to
say this officer was incompetent, then what
right huud the hon, member for West Kimberley
to say this officer was competent ?

Mg. A. FORRESY said he had not asserted
this officer was competent. [t was for the
Minister to say that. Unless hon. members
came into frequent contact with an officer in
the discharge of officiul dutics, how could
membera pretend to know whether that officer
wis efficient or not ?

Me. MARMION said that, instead of first
discussing the necessity for the office of

[ASSEMBLY.]

. extension of telegraphs,
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Government  Electricinn  and Electrical
Engineer, hon. members had been dis-

cussing the merits of the officer. If the
office was necessary, then the immediate
question wus whether this officer had fnlfilled
the duties satisfactorily during the fifteen
months he had held this position. The head
of thedepartmentahounld give that information.
It was possible for an hon. member to malie &
mistake as to the merits of an officer, in
technicnl matters.

Me. MORAN said if this officer bad been
filling the position during the last &fteen
months, he (Mr. Moran) must support the
ohjections of the hon. member for Geraldbon,
because the fitting up of the mechanical
appliances in connection with the Coolgardie
goldfields had been most unsatisfactory.

‘Tae CHAIRMAN snid this officer wns not
responsible for the work in question, therefore
the hon. member’s remarks were not relevant
to thia item.

Mge. CLARKSON said he had come to the
conelusion, from what he had heard, that this
appointraent was not necessary. The argu-
ment that bocanse this efficer had been in the
service ten years ho ought to be retained was
not a good one.

Mg. MORAN gaid he also must vote for
striking ont the item, for, after all the explana-
tions given, there appeared to be a screw loose
somewhere. The Premier, in transferring this
officer frow one position to another, had pro-
bably allowed his tenderness of heart to get
the better of his judgment. If this officer was
not responsible for the proper fitting up of the
telegraphic appliances on the goldfields, what
wag he responsible for ?

Tuz DIRECTDR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H, W, Venn) said he would agnin try
to explain the duties of this officer. Firstly,
gince this officer had occupied his present
position, he hnd fulfiled the duties satisfuc-
torily ; and, as $o the future, the growiog
requirements of the colony, especially in the
would mnecessifate
more and more the employment of such an
officer. As o matter of faet he (the Director
of Public Works) did not think it could be
said, in this House or out of it, that this
officer was not a qualificd electrician. As this
discussion had not been expected, the data
which might otherwise have been ready to
lay before the House was not at hund on this
occasion. Satisfactory evidence of this officer’s
competency and qualifieations counld be pro-
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duced. As a departinental ofticer, Lhe Govern-
ment had not said mach about his fitness ; but
a8 to his professional ubility they were quite
satisfied ; and hon. members would know that
scientific ability as an electrician and com-
mercial ability in maenaging the business
details of a department did not often go to-
gether. 8ir Charles Todd had spoken well of
this officer’s attainments. Probably this
officer stood ns well as most scientific men of
his ¢lags in Austrolia.

MEe. MORAN asked what were this officer’s
duties.

Mr. MARMION also asked what were this
officer’s duties. As there were going to be
great things in electricity in the Efuture, it
would appear that this officer was being keps
in the service in expection of future require-
ments.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said the duties of this
officer were to nctas consulting engineer in
sdvising the Government as to all matters
reluting to elecirical applinnees, and toadvise
as to the indenting of electricnl materials and
instruments.

MEg. LEAKE euid if he voted for this item,
it wonld be on the understanding that this
officer was relegated to his former position in
the Telegraph Department. It did not seem
right thut merely because this officer and the
Posumaster-Genernl did not happen to *“hit it
off,” therefore this officer had been foisted vn
the Public Works Department.

Mr. MARMION said this unfortunate officer,
in being shifted from onestool to the other,
wight fall to the ground. After this offcer
had fulfilled his duties satisfuctorily during
ten years, he should not be shunted and an
injustice ba done fo him.

Mg. BEANDELL eaid the Government must
be held responsible in the ordinary way, for
the efficiency of this officer, and the committee
could not take that watter out of the hands
of the particular Minister. The Government
had stated that the devclopments of electricity
in this colony were expected to be great, and
that an officer of this kind was required to
advise them in electrical matters. There was,
indeed, a belief among scientific men that
eleciricity would be the wotive power gener-
ally employed on railways before the nine-
teenth ceniury closed, and he believed there
wonld be great developments. ‘I'his Hounsa
should leave to the Government the
responsibility of cwploying thiz or other
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officers, und the Government would have to
wnawer for any defects that might take place in
conpection with {his department.

ME. SIMPSON said that, after having beard
what might be calted the defence of the
Director of Public Works, together with the
puggestion of the hon. member for Perth as to
the great future of clectricity in this colony,
it appearcd the Government peraisted in foist-
ing on the country this appointment of o dis-
credited officer. [Me. A, Foremst: No.]
The hon. moember for West Kimberley would
not think so of any action of the present
Governraent. It had Leen stated that the
electrical und telegraphic work of the Postal
Department wasin a better position., during
this officer’s absence from the colony on leave,
than when he was in responsible charge
of the work. The Government had trans-
ferred this officer to the Works Depart-
ment, and wigshed to keep hin there as
consnlting engineer beesuse, as  they said,
the uses of electricity were going to develop
very greatly in the immediate future. The
Government hod made o position for this
officer, and wished to keep him in it; bat such
u precedent 1must have a bud effect on other
officers in the service, by teaching them to de-
pend on Ministerial favor rafher than on
efficient wnd faithful service.

Mr. COOKWORTHY said the truth was
that this officer had great scientific uttain-
wents, but was nota good manager in matters
of business. The Governmenf desired to
retain him as a consulting engineer, for which
he appeared to he well qualified ; therefore
the item should be sllowed to pass.

Question—that the item be struck out—pat,
and division taken, with the following result:.—

For 11
Against 17
Mujority agmnst ... e B
AYES, Nors.
Mr. Clarkson Mr. Burt
Mr. (lonnor Sir John Forvest
Mr. George Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Hooley Mr. Hassell
Mr. Elingworth Mr. Keep
Mr. Leake Mr. Lefroy
My. Moran BMr. Loton
Mr. Moss Me. Mannion
Mr. Simpson Mr. Piesse
Mr. Solowmon BMr. Raudell

Mr. Richardson

Me. H. W. §holl

=ir J. G. Lee-Bteere

Mr. Throssell

Mr. Venn

Mr. Wood

Mr, Cookworthy
(Teller),

Mir. James (Tefler).
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Motion negatived.

M=, JAMES, referring to Item 16 (lnapector
of Works and Draftsman, £375; last year,
£350), sudd that if the committee agreed to
Item 20 (appointment of Architect, under
direction 0. Engineer.in-Chiof, £500), he hoped
the present [nspector of Works, who had bad
practical experience us am architect before
entering the service, and wus, without excep-
tion, one of the best officers in the service,
would have an opportunity of being appointed
to the new position which was to be created
under Item 20.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WOHKS
{(Hon. H. W. Venn) said this oficer would
most decidedly not be appointed to the new
pogition of Architect, becanse he was too valu-
able an officer in the position of I[nspector of
Works, and wus not a qualified professional
architect such as was contemplated under
Item 20. Indeed he (the Director of Public
Works) covld not speak too highly of the
Inspector of Works in his present position,

Me. JAMES said what he desired was that
this otticer should have promotion or a better
salary, being an exceptionally good officer.

Mer. SOLOMON snid this officer had been
known to him as apractical builder who form-
erly carcied on business in Fremanile wmany
years ; and, in his present position, this officer
would be fur more vuluable than asan archi-
tect.

Mg, MOKAN said this officer was a native
of the colony, a carpenter by trade, and had
worked himeelf np to be a contracting builder
before entering the Government service. Be-
cause he hud practical knowledge of building
and of timbers, especially jarrah, it would be
preposterous to appoint him as an architect
to design public buildings.

Me. LEAKE asked the Director of Public
Works whether he would give the com-
mittee sowre information with regard to Item
No 20.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) replied that it was a pro-
posed new appointment altogether, but it wns
also one which the increasing work of the
department and the growing importance of
that work made absolutely necessary. 'I'he
idea was that they should precure the services
ot a thoroughly efficient architect, whoe wounld
not only be auble to relieve the Assistaot
Engineer-in.Chief (Mr. Poole}, but who eould
ulso carry out portion, of the designing work
of the depurtment. What they desired to
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obtain wus a really competent architect, and
this would be possible with the salary offercd.
He certainly bad no one in his mind at the
present time who was to get the appointment,
and he intended to get the very best wan
possible. He trusted the vote would pass
without oppusition, for the reason that the
addition of an assistant architect to the staff
was both necessary and desirable, and one that
would have to be made if the desire of the
Government to see public works carried out
with desputch was to be carried ount.

Mr. MORAN said this was a matter in
which he took the greatest interest. He was
positive that n most capable architect conld be
obtained for £500 a year. What he wonld
suggest was thut the appointment should be
made as the vesult of advertising, if there was
no one in the service at preseut who could be
promoted. 'T'he department would then find
that, owing to the stagnation in trade inm the
other colonies, they would be able to obtain
the services of men who had occupied leading
positions us architects.  The Assistant
Engincer-in-Chief {as he was called) could
then have the assistance of u capable mau,
What was wanted wus an architeet with
Australian experience; and he would oppose
any suggestion thut this architect should be
imported from the old country. There could
be no two opinions as to the necessity for an
assistant architect, if it was proposed to intro-
duce different desigus in regard to public
buildings from those at the present in
vogne.

Mr. SIMPSON disugreed enfirely with the
remarks of the hon. member for Yilgarn, so
far as the emolument attached to this office
was concerned.  The person appointed would
have to be one so competent and able to under-
take such important work that the Depart-
ment could not hope to secure the services of
such a one for anything like £500. He did,
however, agree with the suggestion that Aus-
tralian experience wis a requirement of the
office ; and no doubt hon. members could rest
assured the Department wounld secure the best
man it would be possible to obtnin. At the
same time the salury was not sufticicnt, nnd, if
they wanted good work, they had to bave the
Lest men und pay them the best salaries. The
right man would gsetually save his salary on
one big coutract. No one would be prepared
to contend that the work of the Departwent
now was satisfactory i uny degree; and,
although the Director of Public Works had



Estimales, 1595-6.

[17 SepreuBER, 1895.]

Estimules, 1895-6. 999

suid the ratio of expense for supervision in the | wanted, they would probably have to go o

architectural branch was only 46 of the de-

parimental expenditure, the statement was °

onc the accuracy of which he was most scepti-
cal about. e was informed that, in the
erection of one public building, the contractors
themselves had to druw the attention of the
Departinent fo a grave error.
us a fact, that when the Beverley refreshment
Tooms were being erected, it was feund that
where the staircase mab the ceiling there was
only & apace of eighteen inchea betwoen the
top stair and the ceiling.

Tue Premiee (Hon, Sir J. Forvest): Who-
aver told you that must have been ¢hafiing
you.

Mg:. SIMPSON did wvot think so. They
knew, of their own knowledge, what the ex-
perience had been concerning the public
buildings crected close to the Chamber, and
how a huge balcony was put in, in such & way
that it was liable te fall into the strect at any
moment. No one could say it was proper to

the old country for one. 'The necessity for
the services of such un official was apparent
just now, but tbe need was only tewporary ;

J und he was afenid thnt, when the rush of

He waa told, .

building work wus over, the Departiuent would
experience some difficulty in putting un end
to the extra employment. It would be difficuit
to obtain the services of a really firsi-class
wau, to be only teiwporarily enguged, und they
would have to pat up with a second-cluss
architect. KEven if the most competent person
was obtained, they wounld not have the ristakes

. compained of in-the pust rectified ; and so far

either borrow woney or expend revenue in -

puttiog up buildings of that sort; and
to pursue such a faulty system, was
certainly not to wnct in the best inter-

vsts of the colony. Even the Fremier
was aghust when he saw o certain public
building st York, and had to admit that it
wasg little better than u cross between a pack-
ing case and & rnilway tunnel. “The time had
really arrived when some competent man
should be appointed lo provide practicuble
designs, suitable to the requirements of the
colony; and it would be betler to pay himn
u lurger salary in order to secure the erection
of public buildings that could be properly

utilised, nnd designed with o due regard to -

eponomy as well as to the public raquirements.

Me. JAMES would like to see this item of
ussistant architect struck out altogether. He
agreed with the suggestion that the amount
provided would not be sufficient to secure the
services of such a mon as would be required
for the position. A good deal has been said
as to the necessity of obtaining the services of
a “ qualified architect.” The term was one
he could not understand, so far as Australia
way concerned, for the simple renson that
archituets required little or no gualification to
e called urchitecls in these colomies. TIn
England, however, he believed a man counld
not pructise as an architect unless he held
certain qualifications. §f that was the case,
then, if a properly qualified architect was

ag the future was concerned they could hardly
hope for any ulterution either in designs or
systemn, while the nassislant architect was
subject tv the control of the present Architect-
mn-Chief, for the simple reason that nil plans
would have to be submitted to this gentleman,
and the architectural ideas now complained of
would be perpebuated. The ooly possiblo
remedy for ervors of construction and design
was to throw the designs open to public com-
petiticn. This aystem had been adopted in
several States of America, and was frequenily
availed of by the Federal Government. It
was not advisable that all the buildings
erceied in the colony should be of one style;
and it was evident that, if competitivo designs
wer'e invited for the larger and more impor-
tant buildings, they would obtain both beauty
and variety of design and utility in construc-
tion, A system of competitive designs would
encourage the beat architects to come to the
colony, and wounld lead to meost beneficial
results, from an architectural point of view.
It would be by the adoption of such a systewm
here that original designg could be secured.
At any rate, the experiment should receive a
fair trial at the hands of the Government.
He was sure a trial of the system would be
most profitable. Whatever the ruling rates
for wrchilects were, they should be paid ; und,
even if this was more expensive than the
present mothod, there would, in the long run,
be a very lurge saving. Surely there was
no rcason why the experiment should oot be
tried for, say, twelve montha. [here was
already an Architect-in-Chief and an Inspec-
tor of -» orks, who would be quite capable of
dvciding whether the plans submitted were
practicable, and the estimates for the work
correct. The Deparitment could not want
anytbing wmore than this. The present staff

+ was sufficient to decide whether the competi-
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tive designs could be carried out; and if the
system was adopted, there would be no chance
of repeating the mistakes such as that
mentioned by the hon. member for
Geraldton, ns having oceurred at York, or the
one he (Mr. James) referred to some evenings
before, where a schoolrootn chimney was built
with uo means for the smoke getting outof it.
Hon. members had also heen told of a cnse in
which the architect provided a chimney in a
building, but left no hole in the roof for the
chimeey to he built through. The resulte of
the present system were quite sufficient to
justify them in mnking an alteration, and he
quite agreed with the hon. member for Yil-
garn when he said that the public buildings
of this colony did not do the designer or the
country any crodit equivalent to the money
expended on them.

Mr. Moraw:
expression.

Mg. JAMES thought the hon, member had
said so, Tt was perfectly true that such was
the case. The colony wns not obtaining full
value for its money at the present time, in
this respect. 'There was no question of the
fact that, in the erection of our most import-
ant public Luildings, we wanted them of the
very best designs, and these were only pro-
curahle by competitive designs being-invited,
instead of continuning the system wherehy
every building was erected oo the same lines,
and according to the same ideas us to
acchitecburnl beauty.

M. A. FORREST wus very pleased t¢ find
that the Government proposed to appeint an
ussistunt architect. When the services of
such a gentleman were secured, the Architecs-
in-Chief would be uble to travel about the
country, and obtain a better knowledge as to
its requirements in the way of public build-
ings. ‘I'o throw the designa for public buildings
open to competition would not only he expen-
sive, but, in his opinion, impracticable. So
fur as the erection of these buildings in the
paat was concerned, he was sure they compurad
favorably with similar buildinga iv the other
colonies, The General Post Office was a good
example of this. This position of assistant
architeet was one for which the wmost compe-
tent wan should be obtained ; but he thought
the Department could obtain such an official
without {(as had been suggested) advertisiag
for him. 1f they advertised, all sorts of diffi-
culties would he encountéred. The City
Council had advertised for n clerk at £100 a

I npever used auch an
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Year, and, in veply to the advertisement, they
received no fower than 90 applications, all
with first-class testimonials. If the Govern-
ment advertised for an assistant architect, at
£300 a year, they would prebably obtain
replies by the thousand.

Mg. MARMION pointed out thai, so far as
the ramarks of the hon. member for Geraldton
were coneerned, the House was not in the posi-
tion to increase the sulary. unless hon. mem-
hers were also willing to go hack ovur the
Estimutes and incrense other salaries. At
present the Architect-in-Chief only received
£600 a year, and it was proposed to give the
Agsistant Arvchitect £500. The latter salary
could not be ultered without raising the other
ag well. He did not hnve any professional
knowledge of architects, but it etruck him
pretty forcibly that they would have little
trouble in getting a good man to take the
position of assistant srchitect at £500 & year.
Pergonally, he quite agreed with what had
fallen from the hon. member for Yilgarn as to
the necessity of the person appointed having
Australian experience. No doubt the Govern-
ment would use every effort to obtain the ser-
vices of the best inan they could possibly
secure. So far as the suggestion to throw the
designs open for cowpetition by outside wrehi-
tects was concerned, it appeared to him fhat
the sugypestion would, if scted wupon, dis-
organise the present system, and it would be
a new departure which would alter the basis
of werking altogether. He thought there
was no need to lose further time in the dis-
cussion of the item, becnuse they were all
agreed as to the necessity of usaistance being
given in the architect’s branch of the depart-
ment.

Mr. RANDELL considered that the idea
put forward by the hon. member for East
Perth was a very good one, and he com.
mended it to the careful consideration of the
Government. It wns very probable that,
from every point of view, the Government
would find that if the experiment was given
a trial, it would be attended with the most
satisfactory resuits, They had experience of
the working of the system in the Central
Board of Education, and it had worked wetl.
They required a man who was a competent
architect, as well as one in possession of the
best credentials, and he did not believe the
Goversment would find much diffienlty in
filling this position in the Works Department,
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It had been pointed out that the salary given
to the Chief Architect was only £600 a year;
and, taking all the circuinstances into con-
sideration, he considered £500 a year would Le
o very fair salary indeed to offer an assis.
tant.

Me. MORAN declarad that the system of
competitive designs did not rule in any other
colony, and in no country was it adopted ns a
general thing. It was only om specinl occa-
sions when the assistance of outside archi-
tects was called in. They were needed when
it came te building - structores demand-
ing epecial ekill, such as Houses of
Parliament, Hospitals, ¢tc., Beyoud that,
it was quite unnecessary to go outside
the Department. In the case of the
Supreme Court Buildings or the Mint, com-
petitive designs might be invited, hut, to go
beyond this class of work, would be to dis-
organise the Department when they had no
precedent to show them that the proposed
departure would be attended with succesa.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH said there was ample
room for the appointment of an assistant
architect, and he hoped the Goveroment would
make a good selection. The architect's office
had become stereotyped, or crystullised.
He had every confidence in saying that the
services of o competent assistunt could be
secured for the snlery offered. At the same
time the Governmenty should give every con-
sideration to the suggestion madeby the hon.
member for East Perth, and apply it to the
more important buildings. If thie were
done it would mean that money would be
saved to the country. "It wonld be 2 great
help to the colony if the urge public buildings
were erected on the design which were the
result of competition. No doubt the Govern-
ment would consider the suggestion, for, the
want of some better design in the more im-
portant buildings was only toe plainly seen.
There was a proof of thisin the recent addi-
tione made to the Coloninl Hospital, at Perth,
where some £8,000 or £9,000 had been eox-
pended without materially incrcasing the
accommodation for patients,

Tue PREMIER: We have doubled the ae-
commodation.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Irepeat that after
the expenditure of all this money there is no
material incrense in the accommodation pro-
vided for patients.

Tue Presner (Hon. Sie J. Forrest): I
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heard from Dr. Waylen only yesterdoy that
the accommodation would be doubled.

Me. ILLINGWORTH was quite used to
the Premier contradicting anything that the
Government did not feel pleased to hear, but
he thought it was pretty well knewn by this
time that whenever he (Br. Illingworth)
made »n statement it could be supported hy
facts. And it was a fact that, although
all this money had been spent over the Pevth
Hospital, the accommodation had not been
waterinlly incrensed. This could not have
bappened if the designs had been the result
of competition ; and, in future, it was to be
hoped that the Department would adopt this
courge, The person appointed should be one
possesaing such qualifications as would pre-
vent the crystallisation of this Department
going any further, A large amount of money
was being’expended on public works, and the
works were increasing, so that it became
sbsolutely necessary there should bhe sowe
better system, where the money of the public
should be spent to the very best advantage.

Mr. CLARKSON thought that an assistunt
architect wns necessary, and he agreed with
the stutement of the hon. member for Yil-
gaen that no difficulty would bhe experienced
in getting an efficient officer at the sulary
proposed.

Mz. R. ¥. SHOLL, referring to the item
“Government Houwse and Domain, Rottnest
and Fremauntle cottages, £1,000,” asked the
Director of Public Works whether he wonld
expliin what this expeaditure contemplated.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. H. W. Vern) replied that it was in-
tended to thoroughly renovate Govermment
House before the next Governor appointed |
went into occupation. Hon. members knew
thie to be necessary, and that nothing
had been done to improve this building for
some years.

Mg, R. F. SHOLL, referring to the item,
“ Premantle Lunatic Asylum, £2,600,” said he
noticed that in connection with this building
£2,709 had been expended last year, and that
it was proposed to spend £2,600 this year,
when the original estinate was only £4,000.
He underatood the Government intended to
remove the present lunatic asylum from Fre-
mantle ; Lherefore, it appeared strunge that
so much woney should he cxpended on tem-
poTUry premises.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{Hen, H. W, Venn} said it was the intention
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to remove the nsylum, not necessarily from | When the business of the ecity inerensed, it

Fremantle, but t0 some spot more suitable
than the present one. Several localities bad
been mentioned, imcluding that at Poin
Walter ; but the wmatter had not yet been
decided. The Government were anvious to
carry out the separnte systewn (so long advo-
cated by the Surgeon Superintendent) in eon-
nectiun with the unfortunate patieuts in this
institution. The proposed expenditure was
intended to meet the present necessities of
the Asylum, but he leoked forwurd fo the time
whe D e—

Mg, S1mrsoN : We may go there ourselves.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. H. W. Venn) did not care fo joke about -

such a subject. What he lovked forward to
was the time when they would be able to
improve the position of these unfortunates by
placing them where they would have more
cheerful surroundings than were possible at
present,

Mz. R. ¥. SHOLL thought the amount pro-
posed to be expended wus u lurge sum of
mensy to spend on the present buildings, when
they were actunlly on the look out for another
site. He was glad the Goveramert were con-
sideringthe question of removing the psylum
to some more suitable position. They had
taken o long time to reulise how uvnsunitable
the present site was.

Me. SIMPEON, referring to the item “Perth

Bonded Stores, additions £1,500,” inquired !

whether it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to erect a bonded store at the river side,
T'he sabject had been discussed by the Chawm-
ber of Commerce, and, at the request of that
body, he now brought the matter forward. 1%
was necessary, in order to fairly meet the
requirements of the wercantile community,
that there should be s bonded store at the
river side. He believed such wa store was
urgently required, and he would Le glad to
lentn whether the Government proposed to
meeb the wishes of the mercantile community
in this matter.

Tue DIRECTOR OYF PUBLIC WORKS
{(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that the sum on
the Estimatos was intended ouly for the
cxtension of the present honded stores at the
railway station. He really did not think there
wus any urgent necessity for a bonded store
near the river, just at present, whatever might
be the case in the future. They could hardly
erect a store at the river side until it waa
decided where the whurves should bhe put

might be convenient to have a bonded store at
the river side, but it wus not required at pre-
sent. '[he extension to the present stores wus
being made at the request of the Collector of
Customs, for the storuge of beer, spirits, und
similar goods. The Govermnent had no im-
medinte intention of erecting u hond ut the
wuater side, Lbul intended to inciease the
nccommodation af the railwuy stution; and
this shonld meet all the requirements.

Me. SIMPSON said that a great quantity of
gouds were now brought to Perth by water,
and all this had now to be carted to the rail-
way slation. It was practically o toll-bar
aguinst the river. The matter had received
the consideration of the Chamber of Commeree,
and the erection of the bonded store near the
river bad been agitated for by the leading
mewbers of the mercantila community. It
wiis hurdly likely all this would have occurred
if the erection of the store at the spot indi.
cated was not considered & matter of urgent
importance. He regretted very much that
the Government did not feel inclined to wnake
any attempt at meeting what the mercantile
comwunity had shown was urgently needed.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) really
did not think there was such a great necessity
for a bonded store near the river at the
present  time, or that they would be
justified in erecting two bonded stores in
Perth, if they were not boeth required. Fre-
mautle only huad one bonded sture, and Perth
did pot require more just at present. A greab
quantity of the goods brought into Perth were
clenred bofore they came up the river, and
these hud not to go inte bond at all. The
Government was quite prepared to consider
the question of erecting o sccond lound
when it was found that such a building was
necessary ; but, 8o far, such a neceesity had
not been shown. So far as the quantity of
goods which were not cleared, and which were
brought up the river, wus concerned, he was
given to understand it was very small ; but,
at the proper tine, the Government would be
only too glad to mvet the wishes of the
merenntile community.

Me. GEORGE asked whether the amount
(£1,843) in connecetion with the stores, which
appeared lower down in the Estimates, was an
addilional expenditure.

Tae Premex (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Tt is
only a recoup. That nmount has already been
spent.
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Mg, GEORGE did not think chere was
reom in the Perth railway yurds for the
additions proposed to the Customs store. 'T'he
yurd was already too small for the require-
ments of the station.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that the mouey
was proposed to be spent to provide & special
Customs shed. 'There was plenty of room on
the present site for the further extension of the
cxistingstores, if such athingbecame necessary.
‘The Customs Department had taken over the
bonded stores on the ruilway premises at Bun-
bury, Buesellon, Geraldton and Perth, and
wus nhout to refund to the Railway Depart-
ment the cost of the buildings referred to,
wmounting to £9,870.

Me. R. ¥, SHOLL did not s¢e why this item
should appear on Lhe Estimates, ag il wuas to
be presumed that, when the huildings in
question were erected, the money was ouly
voted conditionally. "This being so, it did not
concern the Honse ns to which department of
the public service owned the premises. [t was
& small instunce of railway economy for ithe
department to get a recoup of the money from
the Custome Department.

Mgp. MARMION said he admired the lkeen-
ness with which the Rsilway Department
looked after such little items, in order to swell
its own revenne,

Mz LOTON, referring to the request of the
hon. member for Geraldton that a bonded store
ghould be eatablished at the waterside, at Perth,
said there was no doubt that u store on such u
gite would in seme cases aave the extra hand-
ling and cartage of goods, for which, of course,
extra charges wera made upon the consumer.
At the same time, now that duties had been
remitted on such things ns kerosene and ten,
which no longer had to go info bond, there
was no absolute necessity for a bond at the
water side ab the present time, If a bond was
reeded, it should be left to private enterprice
to erect it. Why, when there was plenty of
private money awaiting sound investment,
shounld the Government be asked to borrow
more money, in order to do everything for the
commuuity 7 On sound scourity thousands of
pounds couldbe borrowed al five or six per
cent. ; hut not on tin shanties vn the goldfiekls.

Mg. SOLOMON said the reason why the mer-
vhants would not provide their own bond wus
that they were ndt allowed io bund other
people’s goods as well us their own.

Me. RANDELL said it bad always strack
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him that the bonded stores st Perth had been
pliced iu the wrong position ; that was to say
on the wrong side of the railway line, so that
drays and waggons were sometimes blocked
while waiting for the line to Le cleared. Now
thut the teatfic wos increasing, it was incum-
hent eon the aunthorities to take precautions
for cxpediting the trafic te and from the
bond, and for the prevention of accidents,
And the reason why the stores should be wt
vhe water side, instead of where they were
now, waa that nenr the river the suminer tem-
peralare was wlways four or five degrees
cooler than in the centre of the city.

Mr. LEAKE, referring to Item No. 126
{Beverley Court-house, £1,000), asked whuether
it was necessary to have a new Couri-bouse
at that place.

Tur ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hoen. 8.
Burt) replied thut owing to the great increase
of settlement in the Beverley district, there
was great demand for a Court-house in the
town named.

Mep. WOOD, referring to ltem No. 128
{Geraldton Court-house und Public O#ffices,
£5,000), said thut a miscarriage of justice had
recently taken place at Geraldton. A man
sentenced by the loeal wagistrate to ihree
yewrs' imprisonment, had, on the advice of the
Attoruey-General, been released, after he had
been in gacl only two or three wonths, which
clearly showed that the magisirutes were
wrong in treating him so severely. It would
be better to take serious cases cut of the hands
of magiatrates.

Me. [LEAKE, referring to Item No. 129
{Newcastla Court-house, £1,000), moved that
the item should be struck out, a8 he did not
bhink it was necessary to build a mew Court-
house ut Neweastle,

Mg, CLARKSON said the buildmg thut was
now used as a Court-honse had been built us
n convict depét, and it was now in n danger-
ously dilapidated condifion. 'The Resident
Magistrute suid he feared every time he took
his seat on the Bench that the roof would fall
upon his head, as the frail structure was only
held together by an iren pio; and, if it gave
way, the building would cmme down.

Me. ILLINGWORTH complained that while
the Government was willing to spend £1,600
on a new court-house at Newcastle—which
was waking no progress—lock-np wccomniuo-
dution was soshort at Nannine that a prisener,
who possibly wmay ouoly have indulged in a
gluss too wuch, had to be chained toa log, in
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order to hold him for his appearance hefore
the magistrate in the morning.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Look at Item No. 164—* Temporary FPolice
Stations at Goldfields, inclading Naanine,
Cue, and Mount Magnet, £3,000" ;

Mr. SIMPSON, refarring to the ibem, New-

cagtle Court-house, said that the Iatest ex-
ample of the progress Newcastls was mak-
ing was the closing of o Banl in the township.
He thought it would be a sound investment
for the Government to buy up Newcastle, and
wipe it off the face of the earth, instead of
saddling the country with the interest upon
the cost of new public buildings.

Trae PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said that
Newecastle was the centre of a very lurge and
fortile agricultural disteict. A deputntion
had recently made out a good case for the
crection of a court-house there, and the build-
ing was mueh required. The objection ofjthe
item came with an ill grace from the hou.
member for Geraldton, for the latter place
had enjoyed a very lurge expenditure of public
money within the last two years.

Mgr. CLARKSON eaid the agricultural
returns showed that Newcustle was the centre
of the largest agricultural distrivt in the
colony.

Mg, THROSSELL thought that Newcastle
was entitled to u new court-house, as the
building now used for that purpose was n inost
wretched one, almost in the last stage of
decay.

Me. JAMES understoed, from u recem$
speech delivered by the Premier, that he was
in favor of the policy that the spoila should
goto the vietors; and, as the hon. member
for Neweastle wae a consistent supporter of
the Government, he (Mr. James) supposed
that this £1,000 or the Estimates was to be
spent on a court-house for the town in accord-
ance with that principle of the Premier's to
which he had just alluded. On the other
hand, there was no attempt to show that the
husiness for which a court-house was required
wiws increasing at Newcastle.

Tue Pramer : ‘The place is tumbling duwn.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mur JAMES had always been under the im- |

pression thal, if Newcastle was not declining,
it certainly was stagnant; and, if the district
was growing a: rapidly as hos heen repre-
sented, it appearcd to be feeding other outlets
than Newcastle. He believed thut the public
wmoney should he epent when ib was most
required ; and, ou this prieciple, Perth waa
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not nearly well enough provided for, Perth
was roing ahead more than twice us fast us
Neweastle, and had more than ten times the
populatinu of that place, yet Perth, which was
not represented by a Ministerialist supporter,
only appeared on the Ustimates for £2,000 for
improved Court-house seccommodation.

THE PrEMIER : What about Geraldton?

Mxu. CLARKSON regretted that the hon.
member for kast Perth should displace so
much snimus against Newcastle, which had
nevor had a court-house, and stood budly in
veed of one.

Motion, to strike out the item, put and
negatived.

Mg, JAMES, referving to Item 130 (* Nort-
ham Court-house and Police Quarters,
£2,200") remarked that the country wus
asked to be very liberal towards Northam,
which last year had £1,000 for a court-house,

Tue Premier ; The £1,000 was nob enough.

Mgr. R. F. S8HOLL recommended that a
central stativn should be provided for York
and Northam, Now that there was railway
colnmunication, he was also in favor of one
Besident Magistrate deing duty in both of
those Lowns.

Mz, LEAKE, referring to Item No. 131,
“ Supreme Court, Perth, £4,000,” asked whether
the site for the Conrt had been selected, and
expressed the hope that the huilding would
be placed on some quiet spot, beyond the noise
of tratfic in the streets, It would be well to
huve, not only all the Inferior Courts, but also
the Police Court under the one roof. At pre-
sent, the Police Court stood upon a eite thut
wus not only noisy, hut wus also very valuable;
and there would be a saving of expense, and
great convenience in the administration of
justice, if all the courts were to be found in
the one building. Tt was absolutely necessary
to remove the Police Court to a quieter place,
as it was nlmost impossible to be heard in
that Court where it was now.

Mz. A. FORREST regratted that so much
money as £23,000 (of which the present item
of £4,000 was only an instalment) was to be
spent upon Law Courts, which would not
return o penny of interest to the country, but
would only encournge litigation by domiciling
the lawyers in comfortable quarters. While
the member for East Perth complained that
the City did not get a fair share of the ex-
penditure of public money, it would be found
that the total s provided on the Estimates
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For public buildiogs
amounted to £64,000.

Mr. WOOD expressed an opinion that the
site for the new Supreme Court buildings
should not be the site upon which the
present buildings stoed; becanse all that
land should he utilized for the extension of the
Government Gardens, He was of opinion that
either the asite of the old Gaol, in Beaufort
street, or that upon which the present Legisla-
tive Council buildings now stood, would be o
euitable location for these Law Courts.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH suggested that com.
petitive designs ghould be enlled for the néw
buildings, and said he agreed that the pew
stractura should not he placed anywhere near
the site of the present Supreme Court-house.

Mr. RANDELL sail he was extremely
pleased that the Government had at last pro-
posed to erect new Supreme Court buildings.
This being & natienal undertaking, he was of
opinion that £25,000 was not too large a sun
to expend on the erection of such build-
ings, although he trusted that amocunt would
not he exceeded. He quite agreed with the
hon. member for Albany in regard to what he
had aaid as to the inconveuience caused by the
uproar of the trafic in Barrack-street, when
the police court was sitting ; and he veniured
to spy that no alterations to the pregent build”
ing would surmount the difficulties which
arose at prezent, owing to that noise.

Mgz R. ¥. SHOLL thought everyone was
n.gr'eed that new Supreme Court buildings
were urgently required, and that the work of
erecting them should be proceeded with as
soon as possible. 1le doubted wnether the
worl could be expeditiously carried on with
only £4,000 for this year. That amount he
thought, could only be intended to cover the
preliminary expenses. He favored the idea
that all the Law Courts should be Iocated
ander one roof, but he wus not prepared to
suggest 2 gite.  'With regard Lo the plans of
the proposed luildings, he wished that the
Government could have eeen their way clear
to huve presented them to Puarlinment this
session ; nnd he suggested that the Govern-
ment should, in the future, Jay on the table of
the House, the plans of any large public
buildings which it was propesed to erect, in
order that hon. members should have all the
information available regarding them.

Mgr. CLARKSON said a sugpested site for
the new Supreme Court buildings had been
puinted out to him in 5t. George’s Terrace,

in Perth this year
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and it occurred to him that it was a very
suitable one. He quite agreed that the pre-
sent Supreme Court-house was a disgrace to
the City of Porth. He nlso concurred with
those hon, members who had suggested that
all the Law Courts should be plae- d under one
roof.

Tae DIRECTOR OF YUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) siud it was the intention
of the Government to crect Law Court huild.
ings which would embrace all these buildings
under one roof, with the excepiion of the
Police Conrt. With that object in view, the
Government had asked the Queensland Go-
vernment for the loan of the designe upon
which the Law Courta of that colony had heen
erected, ns it hud been pointed out to them
that those huildings were well appointed, and
were erected at o very moderate coat. Those
plans would be carefully examined when they
arrived, ns to their suitableness for the Law
Courts of the colony; and hon. members
could rest assured thot the Attorney-General,
{who took greal interest im the matter) as well
a8 himself, wonld not adupt them if they were
found to he unauitable. With regard to the
site for the new Law Courts, he would
strongly recommend his colieagues to utilise
the land opposite to the Court Hotel, and ad-
jacent to the present Museum., It was cen-
trally situated, and was in many wayseminent-
ly suited for the purpose. ‘There was ulso
another site which bad been suggested, and
that was in $t. Geovge’s Terrace, where Lhe
Government boy's scheol stood- But the
exact location of the buildings had not been
definitely fixed upon. He lLoped that what-
ever site wus chosen, it would not he thut upon
which the present Supreme Court-house stood,
because he ngreed that that land should
eventuaily be used in extending the present
Government Gardens. He coull not agree
with those hon, members who said that the
present Supreme Court-house was a disgrace to
the eolony. It had served its purpose well
when the colony was nol se advuanced as it
was ot present. With regard to the proposed
additions and alterations to the present Police
Court buildings, he might say thot the
Attorney-General quite approved of thew,
It wae just posaible that hon. members had
over estimated the amount of noise caunsed
by the traffic in Barrack-street, and the
consequent iiconvenience it caused. Hon.
members surely knew that in London a
similar, if not inferior, cluss of bnildings wus
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uszd, while the acise fromthe sbrest: trafic was
much greater in the world’s metropolis than
in the City of Perth.

Mg. JAMES hoped the Government would
select the site upon which the present Legis-
letive Council buildings stood, in 36, George’s
Terrace, as the site for the new Supreme
Court Buildings, becaunse, in his opinion, the
site was the best that could be found for the

purpose.
THE PREMIER : It will pover do.
Mr. JAMES asked if there was any

reason, why the Government Gardens should
not be extended to the water's edge, and the
new Supreme Court buildings erected in the
cenlre of the gardens? He considered that
the suggested site, near the Museum, was by
no menns a snitable one, and he favored the
idea of having all the Law Courts, including
the Police Court, under one roof. He hailed
the proposal to ereet new Bupreme Courd
buildinge with pleasure; and, with regard to
the proposed alterations to the present Police
Court building, he s-u.ggested that the Police
Magistrate shonld be allowed to see the
designs before they were finally decided upon,
in order to afford him an opportunity of mak-
ing any suggestions for their improvement,
if he thought it necessary to do so.

The ATTOERNEY-GENERAT (Hon S
Burt} said the proposed ultcrations o the
Police Court buildings had been already
nrranged, and the plans would be snbmitted to
tha Police Magistrate, as the hon. member for
East Perth hud suggested. The designs for
the new court had been drawn on a most com-
plete seale, nnd he believed they would answer
all the purposes required. 'I'wo separate coart
rooms would Le pruvided on the upper floor, in
order to place them out of the reach of the noise
caused by the street trafic. In nddition to
the two court roous, nmple accommodation
for the Police Magistrate, justices, suitors,
witnesses and the clerks, wonld be provided,
and the whole structure would bhe of a very
eommodious character indeed. With regard
to the noise caused by the street traffic, he
considered that too much had been wade of
it altogether. 'His own oftice (as Attorney-
General) was situated very near to the Police
Court, and overlookivg on to Barrack-
street; and he had never been troubled
by the wnoise which hon. members alleged
was caused by the trafficc. In London,
both the Mansion House and Guildhall were
situated in busy thoroughfares, amidst a din of

[ASSEMBLY.}
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strect traffic. He was opposed to the idea of
hnving the Police Conrt under the samo roof
as the Supreme Court, for the simple reason
that it was undesirable that the lLusiness of
the Superior Conrt should be daily interfered
with by the presence of the usunl habituds of
a Police Court.

Mr. LEAKE moved to report progress.

THE ATJORNEY-GENERAL said the Go-
vernment had, so far, this session, not objected
to report progress at the usual hour (half past
10), but he really thought the business had
now arrived at that stage when they should
get along with it as expeditionsly ns possible,
Thera was yet a great deal of work to he done,
and he thonght hon. members desired that
the session should come to an end towards the
end of October. He suggested that the Op-
position should allow the Government to get
on with the Estimates a little faster than they
hnd been doing;for he must say there had
been a lot of unnecessary discussion on some
of the ilems.

dMotion (to report progress} put and negativ-
ed.

Me. LEAKE, referring to the item “York
Court-house, £2,700"’ questioned the necessity
for erecting o new Court-house at York. He
considered the present huilding would answer
evory purpose, and, therefore he moved to
strike out the item.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon.H. W. Vonn) said the present court-house
at York was altogelher uusuitauble for the
present requirements of the disiriet, and he
hoped the hon. wember would not press his
proposal to strike out the item, because the
Government had—in view of the House having
voted £1,000 last year for the erection of {his
building—accepted a tender for the work.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH said he rose to protest
strongly againat the Public Warks Depart-
ment, or any other department of the Govern-
ment, expending money without the authority
of Purlinment.

Motion, to strike ount the item, put and
negatived.

Me. JAMES, referring to item *Reforma-
tory for Girls, £2,000,” asked if the proposed
huilding was to be used for girls only, or for
small children of both sexes?

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt) snid the building would be used asa
reformatory for givis, as distinguirhed from
an Industrisl School. The site for the build-
ing had not been fixed,
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Mr. LEAKXKE, referring to the item,
“ Lunatic Asylum, £5,000" (probable cost of
work when completed, £30,000), asked the
Director of Public Works to explain what the
iatentions of the Government were in regard
to the erection of the new lunatic asylum.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon H. W. Venn) said it was intended to
start the erection of the building for the new
asylom as soon after the pussing of the vote
a8 possible. The site had not yet been chosen,
but, some time ago, he had a sketech plan
drawn of a propozed asylum to be erected at
Greenmount. Ino his opinion, the elevation of
the building would depend Inrgely upon the
sits that would be chosen, but, with regard to
the interior arrangements, he would shortly
be able to give hon. members the fullest in-
formation.

Me, ILLINGWORTH strongly recommend-
ed the Government to coasider the question
of not locating lunacy patients at one par-
ticular place for treatment, but to treat them
in different parfe of the colouy, where the
climatic conditions, and the surroundings
were most conducive to their recovery. That
system had been tried in Victoria, and else-
where, and had proved to be efficacious. He also
pressed upon the attention of the Government
the desirability of making a lonatic asylum a
curative institution, and not a prison; and,
with that object, he recommended the adop-
tiou of what was kmown as the cottuge
system, in preference to the generally cou-
demned barrack system. He therefore hoped
the Director of Public Works would, before
deciding wpon nny scheme for the erection and
arrsngement of the proposed new lunatic
asylum, obilain advice from sakilled men,
either on the Continent, or in England, or in
America—in all of which pluces the treatment

_of lunatics bad excited a grent amount of
interest.

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLI WORKS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) said he agreed entirely !
with what the hon. member for Nannine had
said a8 tu the barrack system being an unde-
girable system to adopt in the treatmeat of
lunaties, and, having read up the sub-
ject—in which be took a great amount of .
interest—his inclinations were in favor of
adopting the cottage system of treatment.
The Government would secure the Fullest
information on the subject before taking any
definite action.

(17 SeprEmpER, 1895.]

Mr. LOTON, in view of the importance of
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the question under discussion, and alsc in
view of the absence of several hon. members
who werc interested in the subject, moved tn
report progress.

Motion put, and negatived on the voices.

A division being called for,

TAE CHAIRMAN suid he understood the wish
of the Government was not to report pro-
gress. ’

Me. Janes: What has that to do with the
voices ?

Tue PrEmies: Order !

Mg, SIMPSON: lsit for the Chairman or
the Government to decide what is n majority
of the voicus ?

TrE CHareMaN : The decision is given on
what is supposed to Le the wish of the
majority.

Mg. R. ¥. SHOLL: Then the decision is
veally given according to the wishes of the
Trensury Benches,

THE CHammaan: Yes, if they represent
the wish of the mnjority.

Me. SIMPSON: Might I ask what is the
rule by which the majority of the Huuse, on
the voices, is ascertnined? There was oaly
one “ No” uttered on the Ministerial side of
the Hounse.

Tue CoarRyaw : If hon. wembers so
desire it, I will put the motion again.

Motion put and declured carried, on the
voices, :

Progress reported and leave given to sit
sgain.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10.55 o’aluck, pan.



