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Wandoo is the first dedicated alcohol

and other drug (AOD) rehabilitation
prison for women in custody in
Western Australia.

Its creation fulfils an election

commitment by the State
Government, which has committed
to addressing the 'meth crisis' in
Western Australia.

Wandoo plays its part in this wider
anti. drug strategy by targetting
women in custody who want to
break the cycle of alcohol and drug
dependency, particularly an addiction
to methamphetamine.
This unique treatment facility will
operate as a therapeutic community
with a strong focus on integrated,
multi-disciplinary case management,
leading to treatment outcomes
targeted at mental health, reducing
drug and alcohol addiction and
reducing reoffending.

Careful selection of participants
ensures the women who are

chosen to take part into the Wandoo
program, are those with the greatest
chance of long. term success, which
is of greatest benefit to the wider
community.

Wandoo provide a structured, multi-
stage environment, with trauma-
informed care and intervention as

required, and strict community rules
to be adhered to, with sanctions for
nori-compliance.
To support lasting abstinence and
change, the prison operates with
trauma-informed staff and services,
comprehensive assessment, a client-
centred attitude and a through-care
approach, where programs and
services are offered throughout the
program and importantly when
women leave the facility and/or
transition back into the community.



Assessment

A Mobile Triage Unit will assess the
eligibility of women across Western
Australia for treatment at Wandoo.

Sentenced female prisoners in
minimum or mediium security
will be of fored the opportunity to
participate in the Wandoo program
if substance misuse has been a

coniributing factor in their offending
and if they have a minimum of six
months remaining in prison.
They must also take responsibility for
their offending and be motivated to
change.
The Therapeutic Model of Care will be
delivered in accordance with six core

principles:
Principle I: Engagement in a
therapeutic community setting

Participation by all members
of the community (prisoners
and staff) with a common goal
to reduce substance use and

recidivism; working through
a collection of therapeutic
interventions designed to meet
the varied and complex needs
of female prisoners with AOD
Issues.

Principle 2: Trauma informed staff
and services

Trained staff will understand and

services will reflect the principles
of trauma informed practice
and the approach required
to acknowledge and address
unresolved underlying trauma
and abuse issues.

Principle 3: Comprehensive
assessment to inform individual

risk, need and appropriate
treatment

Treatment needs will be

informed by empiricalIy validated
assessment tools and measures.

Resources will be prioritised to
ensure that the right people
are able to access the right
intervention at the right time,

Principle 4: Client centered
responsive treatment of optimal
intensity and engagement
Delivery of programs, services

and interventions will be

responsive to the specific needs
of women, in consideration of
cultural identities, beliefs, values
and intellectual capacity.

Intervention will be

recommended and provided in
support of evidence that shows
length of intervention is vital to
successful treatment.

.



Principle 5: Through-care and
continuity of services

A through care approach
to programs, services and
interventions will be provided in
a collaborative and united way
commencing at the start of the
offender journey and continuing
throughout their engagement
with the correctional system.

. Services will also be delivered

through community-based
partnerships to support women
to transition back into the

community and to support
their ongoing rehabilitation and
abstinence.

Principle 6, Drug-free facility up held
by monitoring for drug use

AOD use will be monitored using
objective measures to up hold
a drug free approach to illicit
AOD use within the therapeutic
community setting.

.

Key features of Wandoo
. First dedicated alcohol and

other drug rehabilitation
prison for women in custody
in WA.

. Vital part of a State
Government election
commitment to combat meth
abuse,

. Evidence-based therapeutic
model offering dedicated
support to achieve lasting
rehabilitation and abstinence,

. Fast tracks treatment for
women where substance
misuse has been a

contributing factor in
offending and who have
a minimum of six months

remaining in prison.

. Provides staged treatment
in accordance with the
individual circumstances and
needs of each woman.

. Supports women through
prison into the community on
release

. A Mobile Triage Unit will
assess the eligibility of
women for Wandoo across
Western Australia,

.

Recreation and Engagement
Recreation and fitness are essential

to maintaining both physical and
mental wellbeing.
Both passive and active recreation
activities will be a feature of the

facility and will provide opportunities
for the development of pro-social
behaviours.



Location

wandoo is located a kilometre south
of the Murdoch Drive and South

Street intersection (behind SI 10hn
of God Hospital).
Visitors can reach the facility by car,
train or bus:

Car - Parking is available at the
entrance of the facility.

Train - Wandoo is 2.4 kin from

the Murdoch Train Station (about
a 25 minute walk).
Bus - Refer to the Transperth
website for more public transport
options.
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.Â

,.

.

"^
,

~f

I^,^
I

*.

^

V

.

'i;,
^^,,,;^
r, .^. ;
.~ ,.\

I ,,^,, I: *'

,,

.

* .. ,..

.,

.,

.


