
16November2011

The Hon Adele FarmaMLC

Chairman

Standing Coriumittee on Unifonn Legislation
and Statutes Review

Parliament House

PERTH WA 6000

Dear Ms Farma

Request for Assistance with Scrutinising Treaties

Thank you for your letter of 22 September 2011inquiring whether the Office of International Law
would be able to assist your Coriumittee in scrutinising any international instruments to which the
Commonwealthhas acceded orproposesto accede, andwhich impose an obligation on the
Coriumonwealth to give effect to the instrumentsin municipal law,

One of the key functions of this Office is to provide legal advice to the Commonwealth Goverrunent
on international law, including the domestic implementation of treaties to which Australia is aparty,
or contemplating becoming aparty, To provide adviceto your Committeewould potentially
conflict with our role in providing advice to the Executive Govenitnent of the Commonwealth, and
consequently, we are not in aposition to provide your Coriumittee with the assistance that you seek.

Inote that the Commonwealth provides infonnation on proposed treaty actions to the Standing
Committee on Treaties, which is comprised of officers from State and Territory First Ministers
Departtiients, the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade andtliis Department. The Departinent of the Premier and CabinetofWestemAustralia
is represented o11this Cornrriittee.

Ifit would assist you, officers from this Office could provide a seminar on international law and the
implementation of treaties in Australian law to members of your Colornittee and the secretariat and
would travelto Perthto do so. However, this would be done on a fee for service basis. Please
contact me ifyou would like to pursue this.

Yours sincerel
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Office of International Law

Telephone: 02 6141 4109
Facsimile: 02 6141 3486

greg. manning@ag. gov. auE-mail:

Roberi Canen Offices, National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6141 6666 ww\v. ag. go\,, au ABN 92 66/124 436


