
State General Election Overview 
W ESTERN AUST RA LIAN 

Electoral Commission 

A full report on the conduct of the 2017 State general election, 
including detailed statistics, is being prepared. The following is a 
summary of key facts of the election. · 

Legislative amendments 

• The introduction of direct enrolment resulted in a net increase 
in enrolment of almost 200,000, with a record 1,593,222 
electors on the roll. 

• The eligibility requirements for early voting were abolished. 
The extent to which this contributed to an increase in early 
voting is difficult to quantify, that there has been an upward 
spiral in early voting for several elections now. A total of 
222,828 electors voted in person at early voting centres 
(compared with 79,193 in 2013), while approximately 116,729 
electors voted by post, (74,493 in 2013). 

• The provision of internet voting for people with disabilities saw 
2,288 electors use the Commission's innovative iVote system 
to cast their vote in secret. 

Participation 

Political parties 
A total of 16 registered political parties contested the election, 
compared with 8 in 2013. The parties registered were: 

- Animal Justice Party 
- Australian Christians 
- Australian Labor Party 

Daylight Saving Party 
Family First Party WA 
Fluoride Free WA Party 

- Julie Matheson for Western Australia 
Liberal Democratic Party 

- Micro Business Party 
National Party of Australia 0/VA) 
Pauline Hanson's One Nation 

- Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party (WA) 
Socialist Alliance WA 

- The Flux Party - WA 
- · The Greens (WA) Inc 

The Liberal Party of Australia (Western Australian Division) 
Inc 
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Candidates 
A combined total of 717 candidates contested the elections for the 
Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council, a significant increase 
on the 456 candidates in 2013. There were 620 endorsed candidates 

I 

and 97 Independents. 29.1 % of candidates were female. 

Voters 
Voter turnout was 87% compared with 89.2% in 2013 (measured as a 
percentage of those enrolled to vote). Th,e overall number of voters, 
was higher, however (1,384,000 compared with 1,260,000 in 2013) 
reflecting the increase in total enrolments referred to above. 

Informal voting 
Another measure of active participation is the level of formal votes 
recorded. For the Legislative Assembly there was a pleasing 
reduction in informality, 4.5%, compared with 6% in 2013 There was 
also a slight reduction for the Legislative Council (from 2.83% to 
2.7%). The Commission attributes this iimprovement in part to its 
education and awareness activities, particularly catering for cultural 
and linguistic diversity. 

Election Funding 

The Commission received a funding alloc~tion of $18.5 million for the 
conduct of the election. This was the sarne as for the 2013 election 
(but a significant reduction in real terms). When I met with members 
of the Committee prior to the election I forecast a likely overrun of at 
least $500,000'. With strict efficiencies, however, the Commission has 
managed to remain within budget. 

Polling Places and Staffing 

Attendance voting took place at 66 early voting centres and 752 
polling places on Election Day, a slight reduction compared with 2013. 

Mobile polling was conducted at 266 locations: 72 in remote areas, 
the remainder at hospitals and special institutions. 

Revised Ballot Paper Format 

Legislative amendments enacted prior to the election enabled the 
Legislative Council ballot paper to change orientation to an above and 
below the line format similar to that of the Senate. 

2 



Additionally, the Commission introduced a number of innovations 
aimed at creating production and distribution efficiencies, reducing 

I 
opportunities for polling place error and' helping more electors to 
correctly complete their ballot paper. 

These innovations included producing th$ Legislative Assembly and 
Council ballot papers in a conjoine~ fashion separated by 
perforations; introducing a different colour for each of the six Council 
regions; revising ballot paper instructions to make them clearer and 
using better design graphics to help reduce rates of informality. 

The changes made were well received. 

Count Centre Operations 

For the State General Election in March 2017 an external Count 
Centre was once again established in Northbridge. On election night 
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the Centre's prime responsibility was the processing and counting of 
early votes for the Legislative Assembly. 

Despite the increase in early voting, the processing and counting of 
these votes (185,000 on election night) was achieved in the same 
timeframe as the State General Election in 2013. 

Post-Election Surveys 

Following each major election event the Commission surveys all major 
stakeholders. For this election the survey included 1,200 electors from 
across the State, providing important feedback on the Commission's 
services and performance. 

The latest survey was particularly useful in reinforcing how different 
age group cohorts sourced electoral information; identifying changing 
attitudes towards technologically assisted. voted; and an insight into 
the effectiveness of the Commission's website and call centre. The 
Commission has not yet had the opportunity to analyse the survey 
results in detail but on a preliminary assessment has noted improved 
feedback in a number of areas. 

Areas for improvement 

While the election was very successful overall, the Commission has 
noted the following areas where performance can be further improved. 
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• While the Commission anticipated CJnd successfully catered for 
an increase in early voting in person, there were instances 
during the early voting period and on election day when some 
polling places experienced shortages of ballot papers. 

• In the early stage of the centralised Legislative Council count, 
the process was delayed by one day. 

• Although the Commission recruited and trained a surplus pool 
of Returning Officers, 'drop outs' meant that the pool of 
reserves was exhausted before election day. 

• The Commission intends to review its Project Management 
procedures which in some respects are cumbersome and has 
already embarked on planning for the next general election. 

• The manner in which some political parties distribute postal 
vote applications remains a concern, particularly the delay in 
passing on received applications to the Commission for 
processing and the inclusion of information on party-generated 
forms can lead electors to mistake them for the Commission's 
own forms. 

David Kerslake 
ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER 

12 June 2017 
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