
 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO THE ADEQUACY AND APPROPRIATENESS OF 
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT SERVICES FOR ALCOHOL AND 

ILLICIT DRUG PROBLEMS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSCRIPT OF EVIDENCE TAKEN 
AT PERTH 

WEDNESDAY, 12 MAY 2010 
 
 
 
 

SESSION FIVE 
 
 

Members 
 

Dr J.M. Woollard (Chairman) 
Ms L.L. Baker (Deputy Chairman) 

Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr I.C. Blayney 

Mr P. Abetz 
_____________ 

 
 



Education and Health Wednesday, 12 May 2010 — Session Five Page 1 

 

Hearing commenced at 2.54 pm 
 
GASMIER, MR PAUL ANTHONY 
President, Western Australian Brewers Association, 
examined: 
 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Education and Health Standing Committee, I would 
like to thank you for your interest and for your appearance before us today. The purpose of this 
hearing is to assist the committee in gathering evidence for its inquiry into the adequacy and 
appropriateness of prevention and treatment services for alcohol and illicit drug problems in WA. 
You have been provided with a copy of the committee’s specific terms of reference. The Education 
and Health Standing Committee is a committee of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
WA. This hearing is a formal procedure of the Parliament and therefore commands the same respect 
given to proceedings in the house itself. Even though the committee is not asking witnesses to 
provide evidence on oath or affirmation, it is important that you understand that any deliberate 
misleading of the committee may be regarded as a contempt of Parliament. This is a public hearing 
and Hansard will be making a transcript of the proceedings for the public record. If you refer to any 
documents during your evidence, it would assist Hansard if you could provide the full title for the 
record. 
Before we proceed to the questions we have for you today, I need to ask you a series of questions. 
Have you completed the “Details of Witness” form? 
Mr Gasmier: Yes. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: And do you understand the notes at the bottom of the form about 
giving evidence to a parliamentary committee? 
Mr Gasmier: Yes, I do. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Did you receive and read the information for witnesses briefing 
sheet provided with the “Details of Witness” form today? 
Mr Gasmier: Yes, I did. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Do you have any questions in relation to being a witness at today’s 
hearing? 
Mr Gasmier: No, I do not. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: To start with, I ask whether you would like to make a bit of an 
opening statement—perhaps a bit of a description of your association, whom you cover, the work 
that you do and some of your objectives. 
Mr Gasmier: Okay. The Western Australian Brewers Association is an association of all breweries 
in WA, but mainly the craft brewers. The association was developed by the brewers themselves to 
promote their industry and to gain or strengthen their industry as well, I guess. We do promotions 
such as WA Beer Week, when we promote the breweries. We do not actually promote beer; we 
actually promote the breweries themselves, and we promote the education of the brewers within our 
system. We have pretty much five meetings a year, and we try to have guest speakers in. I once 
tried to get a health speaker in, but I failed; they did not respond, so I was a bit disappointed. We try 
to educate people, so we do environmental talks about the environment; we do, obviously, 
technology talks and new product talks and that sort of thing. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: How many members did you say you have? 
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Mr Gasmier: There are 30 breweries within WA that are members of the Western Australian 
Brewers Association, and we have a few private members and a few corporate members as well. 
Mr P. ABETZ: So they are mainly the microbreweries. 
Mr Gasmier: Yes. We prefer “craft”. If you told someone you are a micro-politician, it would 
probably be a bit offensive.  
[2.50 pm] 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your craft breweries are not all in the metropolitan area, are they? 
Mr Gasmier: No, as high as Broome and as low as Albany at the moment. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Are most of them are in the metropolitan area or not? 
Mr Gasmier: Probably half of them are in the metropolitan area and then the majority are in the 
South West, and from that there are just a few scattered around. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: From your industry’s perspective, Paul, can you talk to us about 
your customer profile for your craft breweries? 
Mr Gasmier: Yes. Because we make craft beer, which is beer that probably tries to represent its 
ingredients—ingredients in craft brewing are malt, hops, water and yeast, to emphasise hops and 
malt—the beers are what we call big or quite flavoursome. Those flavours are probably not aimed 
at the lower age groups, the younger people, because they are quite full on, so they are not 
categorised probably as the alcopops. We mainly make beers that are representative of the higher 
end of the wine section. We normally aim between 25 to up to 55-year-olds. It is more of a tourism-
based industry more than anything else. 
Mr P. ABETZ: Has it captured a large section of the drinking market or is it more something that 
people go to and drink when they are on holidays doing a tour of the South West type of thing, or is 
it the kind of thing where people in Fremantle would go to one of the craft breweries there and 
make that the place where they hang out to drink every Friday night? 
Mr Gasmier: Craft brewing probably represents about two per cent of the national market of 
brewing, but craft breweries themselves represent 80 per cent of the breweries, so we have two per 
cent of the market but there are a lot of us. It is not a place where people go to get cheap drinks, 
because obviously we make beer with all the ingredients in it—we do not water it down and we do 
not take shortcuts and add chemicals—so our beers are normally quite expensive in the craft 
brewing sector, and in terms of promoting drinking as opposed to enjoying drinking, we do not 
promote people to binge drink, I guess you would say, or to drink irresponsibly. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If I may make a personal observation here, I have driven through 
West Swan many times—I used to keep my horses out there—and attempted to get past Duckstein. 
Is that something you have something to do with, Paul? 
Mr Gasmier: I built the Duckstein down in Margaret River. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is extremely well attended, particularly on the weekends. There is 
always a huge amount of traffic and people parked. I had false assumptions, having not been to 
Duckstein because I do not drink beer. I had assumed that you would have some low-cost product 
lines along with the expensive lines. 
Mr Gasmier: No. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You do not? 
Mr Gasmier: The base price for a pint of beer, which is about 500 millilitres, is about $9.50. We do 
not do any packaged products. None of the craft breweries do any packaged products, other than 
Gage Roads and Little Creatures. There is no taking it off the shelf and getting yourself 
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irresponsibly drunk, I guess you would say. So you have got to drink within the four walls of the 
craft breweries and you have the responsible service that is attached to those walls. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Tell me be a bit about the way the industry manages the risk around 
alcohol from your patrons. For instance, in the example I have just given you it is very hard to 
navigate down the road because you have got traffic on all sides and there are people walking 
across roads in various states of wobbliness. I am sure you have got strategies around that, and not 
just the one I have referred to. 
Mr Gasmier: I know that the Swan Valley obviously deals a lot with the Swan Valley tourism 
association in regard to those sorts of problems that occur in there. I do not think you can deny 
businesses the ability to make money—I think you have to allow them a certain room—but I do not 
think that anyone promotes people getting drunk or being tipsy. That is not part of the responsible 
service of alcohol. The managers all sign up on that. They are all trained on that. All the staff 
obviously have to have their RSAs to work in industry. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: So you stop people if they are inebriated — 
Mr Gasmier: There is normally security at weekends when there are larger functions on. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, I have noticed that. 
Mr Gasmier: I think that is covered as part of your hotel licence or your tourism. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is good that you have raised that. I might just pursue that point a 
little bit. Is it difficult for the craft breweries to get their licences approved? Have you had any 
experience with that and are there any comments you would like to make about that? 
Mr Gasmier: Most end up getting a special facilities licence, because it is easier to deal with rather 
than getting the actual tavern licence. They find it very hard to get a tavern licence, so they end up 
with a special facilities licence. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Is it possible for you to talk to me about the comparison between 
those two things and why one is more difficult than the other? 
Mr Gasmier: I do not know why it is more difficult to get a tavern licence. That is probably up to 
Racing and Gaming, I think; they deal with  that. The special facilities licence they use because 
some of them never used to be open on Mondays and Tuesdays, because it was tourism in the Swan 
Valley and the Swan Valley was always closed, but people like Little Creatures, who still have a 
special facilities licence, have found that they can use that because they are a tourism centre and 
people go there because it is a tourism centre. 
Mr P. ABETZ: You mentioned security there. Are there any particular security issues that your 
members have experienced in terms of people drinking too much and staff saying, “You have had 
too much to drink; you are not getting served”, and getting aggro and that kind of thing? Perhaps 
also just tied in with that, what are your thoughts on using plastic glasses rather than glasses, or 
have you never had those glassing-type issues in your venues? 
Mr Gasmier: I think there is always an occasion when you cannot control a person regardless of 
what state they are in, and you have just got to train your staff for the best outcome that they work 
out how to manage. They are normally supported by their managers. If you have got security on, 
security is always handy. It is all part of the responsible service of alcohol. The hardest thing I think 
is when you have those organised events, which are like pub crawls, bucks nights and hens nights, 
and events sort of like Spring in the Valley, that have people going from one venue to the next 
venue. When they rock up, the barperson does not know how much they have consumed and 
alcohol is getting taken to that person, then that is generally where you have problems. So they do 
not see that person at the bar but that person is still getting alcohol. That is generally the only time 
you have those issues. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What range of hours do you guys have in your — 
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Mr Gasmier: The brewers. I used to work shiftwork, so the breweries run 24 hours a day. When I 
worked at Duckstein, I used to work 60 hours minimum as the brewer. That is because everyone 
buys small breweries and then tries to make a lot of beer in the small breweries. Most brewers 
themselves work 60 hours a week. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What about the retail side of the operations when their liquor licence 
is given? 
Mr Gasmier: Most of the small craft breweries are around about 11 till six o’clock at night. Not 
many of them go into the evenings. There will be a few that do, though, like Matso’s up in Broome. 
Little Creatures obviously stays open at night-time, and Mad Monk, and the now defunct Sail and 
Anchor. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Is there any appetite in your members for developing more low–
alcohol content beer? 
Mr Gasmier: I make low–alcohol content beers. I think the majority of breweries make low–
alcohol content beers. It is not what a brewer goes out to do. He looks at the wineries and sees them 
making 14 per cent wines and does not see them making low-alcohol wines, and he gets offended 
that people ask him why he does not make low-alcohol beers when no-one else seems to. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is a note of personal — 
Mr P. ABETZ: We asked that of the wine guys. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We did. 
Mr Gasmier: I do not think that brewers have a problem with it. They see that there is a market for 
it and they are keen to obviously identify markets and see what they can capture. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Do you have any restrictions on your industry in relation to 
advertising or packaging? 
Mr Gasmier: There are like federal restrictions. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You might tell us about that. 
Mr Gasmier: Okay. Obviously, you are not allowed to advertise with anyone under the age of 25 
years old in a picture. You are not allowed to have anyone whose face has any emotional change 
within an advert. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The standard? 
Mr Gasmier: Yes, all those sorts. You understand those.  
[3.10 pm] 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes. What is the alcohol content on average of your beers then? 
What is the range? 
Mr Gasmier: Mainly in beer, you will find the balance between malt and hops generally works out 
to be around five per cent alcohol. So the majority of beer is at five per cent alcohol or lower. There 
are some beer styles that can go higher but they are really hard to drink, and you can only generally 
drink those in winter, and they are really costly for the brewer to make. Obviously with the tax 
system the way it is as well, that also makes them even more costly. 
Mr P. ABETZ: On the question of security issues, the glassing type of issue, that has never been an 
issue? 
Mr Gasmier: That has been. 
Mr P. ABETZ: And what about plastic glasses? 
Mr Gasmier: There is always glassing. I do not understand why people want to glass; it is 
personally beyond me. But plastic glass versus—I do not mind the idea of tempered glass. The 
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brewers like their beer to be poured in a glass because it obviously tastes better from their 
perspective. Whether or not that is proven is quite subjective really. But I think it is like having 
Riedel glasses for your wine versus plastic. We want to promote ourselves as a high-end product. 
We do not want to promote ourselves as something you just drink out of a can or out of a plastic 
cup. 
Mr P. ABETZ: Fair enough, but tempered glass would give the same safety — 
Mr Gasmier: I think everyone would be happy with tempered glass. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Are you involved in the committee that is looking at that at the 
moment that we have heard referred to? 
Mr Gasmier: No. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: They are looking at tempered glasses. Back to the Liquor Control 
Act, in the objects of that act, which I am sure you are familiar with, it has two particular objects 
that we are looking at and what you think about the balance between them. One is predictably 
alcohol-related harm and illnesses that go with alcohol promotion, the sale of alcohol, and the 
promotion of tourism and liquor and the industry itself. In your part of the industry how do you 
guys morally, ethically and business-wise strike a balance between those two? 
Mr Gasmier: Most of the breweries are tourism-focused places, I guess you would say. The 
balance is if you provide a good experience and a good product, then your tourism business will 
stay profitable and you will stay around. If you do not provide those, you will not stay around. So, it 
is about, say, you cannot have hordes of people there who are going to cause an unruly time or 
behave unruly because that is going to ruin it for you tomorrow and the day after and the day after 
that. So, brewers themselves are probably fairly careful about what they promote. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is an interesting point. 
Mr P. ABETZ: The big brewers, like Swan Brewery and that sort of thing, they are not represented 
in your organisation. 
Mr Gasmier: Not yet. They have just joined up this year though. Little Creatures and Gage Roads 
are represented though. 
Mr P. ABETZ: Do you have some knowledge of the bigger brewing industry? 
Mr Gasmier: Yes. 
Mr P. ABETZ: Would it be in order to go in that direction? 
Mr Gasmier: You can ask and I will see what I can say. 
Mr P. ABETZ: It seems to me from what you have told us about the price of beer that you sell, the 
hours that you open and so on that excessive drinking would not be as big an issue in your 
establishments as it would be in, say, the general pub scene, if I could put it that way. Would that be 
a fair comment? 
Mr Gasmier: That would be correct, yes, at the moment but we do not know; anything could 
change. 
Mr P. ABETZ: Yes, but it would seem to me that, because of the tourist side of things, you would 
want to preserve that because that gives you the difference over the other hotels, other than just the 
flavour of your beers and the atmosphere and all that. 
Mr Gasmier: Yes. 
Mr P. ABETZ: The beer industry as a whole, talking about the big brewers and the hotels they run 
and so on, what sort of strategies are they putting into place in terms of actually being responsible 
and trying to have their products consumed responsibly? What sort of programs are they doing; do 
you have any knowledge of that? 
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Mr Gasmier: They do have DrinkSafe programs, which they actually label on some of their 
products where you can go back to a website and read about responsible drinking and what they 
support as far as responsible drinking is concerned. I think most of them are moving away from 
owning hotels and that sort of stuff, and they are just about providing a product nowadays. That is 
probably all I can say for them. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Do you have to provide food when you serve alcohol under your 
licences in general? 
Mr Gasmier: In general, yes. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Are there any differences? 
Mr Gasmier: Sorry, you can come in and have a beer but there is always food available. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay, but people do not have to order and drink. 
Mr Gasmier: No. That is part of the special facilities licence. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: On the low-alcohol thing, we are not trying to pretend that we are all 
a bunch of wowsers, but just to continue to ask you questions around low-alcohol products, the 
national Preventative Health Taskforce report into preventing alcohol-related harm listed as one of 
its policy imperatives changes to the current taxation regime to stimulate the production and 
consumption of low-alcohol products. That is why we are asking you these questions. So what 
would you think the attitude of your members would be to having tax incentives offered for 
increasing production levels around those low-strength beers that you mentioned? 
Mr Gasmier: I think the Western Australian Brewers Association would prefer a volumetric tax 
across the board, not just for themselves. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I think I will let Peter ask a final question. 
Mr P. ABETZ: If you could do one thing in the whole context of the alcohol industry, particularly 
in your case the beer scene, what strategy or plan would you think would make the most difference 
in reducing the harm that is caused by alcohol? Do not worry about how much it would cost for 
your program that you are going to suggest; we are just looking for ideas. 
Mr Gasmier: I was thinking about it on the way in actually. I do not understand enough about why 
people harm themselves. I think that is probably the best thing to look at as far as I am concerned; 
because I think when you start creating a society where you take away the responsibility from the 
individual, then society starts to go backwards and you need to put the onus of responsibility on the 
individual so that they can learn and they can progress their lives. So I think you probably need to 
understand what the problem is with alcohol and drugs and those sorts of things: is it genetically 
predetermined? You can make a best-case scenario of let us just wipe out alcohol, but that ruins it 
for everyone else. So if you can work out why people are behaving the way they are, then you can 
actually identify it and target ways to treat that. I like to identify and target and treat, rather than 
having a spectrum of let us spend lots of money on different areas. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Understood. Paul, is there anything that you feel we have not asked 
you that you were itching to tell us? 
Mr Gasmier: No; probably not really. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. We might have other questions but you will hear from us if 
we do, I am sure. 
Mr Gasmier: That is okay. 
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I thank you very much for the evidence that you have given to our 
committee today. A transcript of this hearing will be forwarded to you for correction of minor 
errors. Any such corrections must be made and the transcript returned within 10 days of the date of 
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the letter attached to the transcript. If the transcript is not returned within this period, it will be 
deemed to be correct. New material cannot be added via your corrections and the sense of your 
evidence cannot be altered. Should you wish to provide additional information or elaborate on 
particular points, please include a supplementary submission for the committee’s consideration 
when you return your corrected transcript of evidence. Thank you very much, Paul. 
Mr Gasmier: Thank you. 

Hearing concluded at 3.19 pm 


