Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Vietnamese Cultural Centre
Reference: Hansard (pages 4-5)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A1

QUESTION
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I have another one on Girrawheen. It is page 16, and it is in relation to
some surplus land that the government has in Girrawheen. I am wondering whether you are able to
update us on what that it has been repurposed for the Vietnamese cultural centre, I believe. Is that
correct?

Hon SUE ELLERY: I think you may be right, but let me find the Marangaroo records in particular in
my file. In 2020, we announced a portion of land adjacent to Girrawheen Senior High would be
transferred for the development of a new dedicated Vietnamese cultural centre. That is bound by
Curtis Way and Marangaroo Drive. It is about 1.7 hectares. It was transferred to the Vietnamese
Community in Australia - WA Chapter by way of a conditional freehold, providing long-term security.
The cultural centre will provide a dedicated hub for a whole range of sports, cultural practices,
language classes, and serve as a meeting place. The land has been made available. More than
21 000 Western Australians have Vietnamese heritage. Many of them came here after the Vietnam

War and settled in Perth as skilled migrants or international students.
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Do we know when it will be completed?
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am trying to find a date. Do we know that?
Mr DAVIES: Not that I am aware of.
Hon SUE ELLERY: We can take on notice; if we are able to give you a date, I am happy to do it.

ANSWER
On 4 March 2021, the conditional freehold transfer of Lot 501 to the Vietnamese Community in
Australia was registered at Landgate. The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage is not aware
of the Vietnamese Community in Australia s expected timeframe for completion of the centre.

Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations

ANSWERS TO QUESTIO S ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Register of Department access passes

Reference: Hansard (page 5)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A2

QUESTION
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Minister, during the reporting period the Auditor General undertook an audit or
inquiry into the department s handling of staff exiting the department. A number of recommendations
were made by the Auditor General, the first of which was to minimise the risk of unauthorised access
to premises when staff leave.
Hon SUE ELLERY: Can I interrupt you, chair? Can I get a report reference in the annual report?

That helps me find the note in the file.
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I was curious; I do not know why the department did not decide to mention it
in its annual report. I take the comments that were made earlier that it is obviously struggling to fit
four things into one and trying to compress the report as much as possible, but something as
significant as the Auditor General s inquiry I could not find reference to it readily in the annual
report.

Hon SUE ELLERY: I do not think I will be able to provide an answer but put your question on the
record.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The Auditor General has said to minimise unauthorised access to premises
when staff leave the department, it should maintain a register of all access passes, including returns,
cancellation and deactivation. I am interested to know whether that is happening.
Hon SUE ELLERY: It is not in the annual report. I do not have the material in front of me. I am happy
to note the honourable member's question and I will give you an undertaking I will raise it with the
minister but it is not in the annual report.

ANSWER
The Office of the Auditor General’s report on Staff Exit Controls was released on 5 August 2021 and
was therefore outside the reporting period and not addressed in the Department’s Annual Report
2020-21.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage

Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Audit of access passes held by Department staff

Reference: Hansard (page 5)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A3

QUESTION
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Further to that, while the Minister is looking into that, could she also advise the
committee whether the department is conducting regular audits of all active passes held by staff?
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am going to give you the same answer. It is not in the annual report so I do
not have material in front of me to provide an answer. I will give an undertaking that I will raise it with
the minister and it is up to her or whichever minister it is as to whether they will provide you with the
answer.

ANSWER
The Office of the Auditor General s report on Staff Exit Controls was released on 5 August 2021 and
was therefore outside the reporting period and not addressed in the Department s Annual Report
2020-21.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Deactivation of Department access passes

Reference: Hansard (page 5)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A4

QUESTIO
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Further to that, Minister, can you also advise whether the Department is
immediately ensuring that all unclaimed, duplicate or lost access passes are cancelled or
deactivated?
Hon SUE ELLERY: I will give you the same answer: it is not in the annual report. There are other
ways of asking those questions on notice or with some notice to get an answer. I will give an
undertaking that I will raise it with the minister. I cannot give you a guarantee that you will get an
answer that way.

ANSWER
The Office of the Auditor General s report on Staff Exit Controls was released on 5 August 2021 and
was therefore outside the reporting period and not addressed in the Department’s Annual Report
2020-21.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Return of Department access passes

Reference: Hansard (page 5)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A5

QUESTION
Hon NICK GOIRAN: To conclude on that recommendation, Minister, can you indicate whether the
Department is ensuring that all access passes are returned when staff leave?
Hon SUE ELLERY: I will give you the same answer it is not in the annual report. There are other
ways to get that information. I give undertaking to raise your question with the Minister. As to whether
she provides you with an answer that is up to her.

ANSWER
The Office of the Auditor General s report on Staff Exit Controls was released on 5 August 2021 and
was therefore outside the reporting period and not addressed in the Department s Annual Report
2020-21.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage

Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: East Wanneroo Structure Plan
Reference: Hansard Pages 8 and 11
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A6

QUESTION
Hon NEIL THOMSON: Yes, I do. With the East Wanneroo structure plan, which is in the annual
report on page 14, a number of concerns have been raised by residents in the East Wanneroo
precinct, or parts of the East Wanneroo precinct. I cannot recall exactly which one, but I am
wondering whether the Department is able to provide advice on the concerns raised by members of
the community in that semirural development north of the industrial area Landsdale, is it? They
have concerns about the acceleration, potentially, of their urbanisation. I am just wondering whether
there was any comment with respect to that.
Ms OLIVER: There was comprehensive consultation undertaken as part of the design process. I am
not aware of any specific concerns, so, unfortunately, I am unable to provide any detailed response
to that.
Hon NEIL THOMSON: On another matter, then, if you are not able to provide it, I assume this
committee can get further advice, maybe after?
The CHAIR: I think if you have a specific issue, you might be able to get some advice.

Hon NEIL THOMSON: The specific issue for that is that there have been representations by the
community a number of members in the community. The point had been made that a majority of
holders of semirural land were opposed to what they think is an acceleration of urban densification
in that space. This is only what I have been told and I would be interested to know whether those
concerns have been properly aired within the process of that East Wanneroo Precinct.
Hon SUE ELLERY: Sure. If it is helpful, the reference is to the finalisation of the East Wanneroo

district structure plan and I will give an undertaking that I will raise with the minister the query about
what issues have been raised and how they have been resolved.
The CHAIR: Okay. There are a couple up there, I have to say, that have come to me as well around
the Landsdale and Wanneroo areas. There was one group of people and sorry; you will not know
this one—it was within the Landsdale area that they felt that their subdivisions et cetera were very
accelerated. Does that help you at all?

Hon SUE ELLERY: Yes
The CHAIR: Just before we move on, I have just had a thing from my office. That area where I spoke
to those people who came to see me was Spring Park Trail in Carramar, if you could take notice of
that one.

Hon SUE ELLERY: I will add that.
The CHAIR: Yes, add it to the question about the subdivision that Neil was referring to. They came
to see me a few times, so if you could just check on that one.

Hon SUE ELLERY: Yes.

ANSWER
To clarify, Landsdale is not in the East Wanneroo District Structure Plan.
The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage is aware of concerns raised by a group of residents

(known as the Gnangara Residents Action Group) in the area identified as Precinct 11 in the East
Wanneroo District Structure Plan. Precinct 11 is located immediately north of Ocean Reef Road and
east of Badgerup Road in Gnangara.
The concerns relate to the WAPC s November 2020 decision, in approving the final version of the

District Structure Plan, to bring forward the urban staging of Precinct 11 from Stage 3 (2051+) to
Stage 1 (2021-2031). This decision was based on deputations made by other residents of Precinct

11 favouring earlier urbanisation and on the acknowledgement that Precinct 11 has good access to
the existing road network and similarly good access to existing services that would be relatively
simple to extend.
It should be noted however, that the District Structure Plan staging is indicative only. Landowners
and residents who do not wish to pursue a development outcome in the short term are not required
to develop within a specified timeframe. Staging of urban development across the District Structure
Plan area will be driven by market interest, and the willingness of landowners to engage with those
opportunities.
In relation to Springpark Trail in Carramar, a scheme amendment to rezone the land to allow for
Urban Development and an amendment to the accompanying structure plan, have recently been

approved for the adjoining land immediately to the east, fronting Harden Park Trail. The Department
is aware some Springpark Trail residents who share a rear boundary with this land are concerned
about the encroachment of urban development in proximity to their rural lifestyle lots (approximately
two hectares each) and the loss of tree coverage and vegetation.
When approving the amendment to the structure plan in June 2021, the Statutory Planning

Committee gave particular consideration to the local context and relationship with the rural land
adjoining to the west.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage

Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Briefing on Action Plan for Planning Reform

Reference: Hansard (page 8)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A7

QUESTIO
Hon NEIL THOMSON: With respect to the Action Plan for Planning Reform, we discussed the
pathway. This is on page 30, with respect to the accelerated pathway. For the record, I have been
seeking a briefing from the Department for some time now on the planning reform process. I would
appreciate if that would be taken on notice as a matter.

Hon SUE ELLERY: I am happy to raise that with the Minister.
Hon NEIL THOMSON: Yes, thank you.
Hon SUE ELLERY: I will raise it.
Hon NEIL THOMSON: Thank you. It had been put in September the request.
The CHAIR: That is okay; we will get a response to that.

ANSWER
The member wrote to the Minister in August 2021 requesting a briefing on a number of
issues including State Planning Policy 2.6 (SPP 2.6) and State Planning Reform Agenda
2.0.

The Minister responded to the member with an offer to arrange a briefing for the member
on SPP 2.6 and advised that as consultation on Planning Reform Phase 2 had only
recently concluded, a briefing on this issue, at that time, was premature. A copy of the
letter to the member is attached.
No further correspondance or briefing requests have been received from the member.

Attachment

Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports

Our Ref: 72-34198; 72-34453

Hon Neil Thomson MLC
Mining and Pastoral Region
neil.thomson@mp.wa.gov.au

Dear r Thomson

STATE PLANNING POLICY 2.6 - COASTAL PLANNING, PLANNING REFORM
PHASE 2 AND THE STATE DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT UNIT
Thank you for the emails of 3 and 12 August 2021 from your office regarding State
Planning Policy 2.6 - Coastal Planning (SPP 2.6), Planning Reform Phase 2 and the
State Development Assessment Unit (SDAU). The latter email was forwarded by the
office of the Hon Roger Cook MLA, Minister for State Development.
My office will arrange for the Department of Planning Lands and Heritage
(Department) to provide you with a briefing on SPP 2.6.
Regarding planning reform, the Government is continuing to implement the Action
Plan for Planning Reform and is also currently consulting on potential further reform
initiatives (phase 2 planning reform). This consultation concluded on 31 August 2021.
As consultation has only just concluded, the further reform initiatives are yet to be
resolved and it would therefore be premature for a briefing on this matter. I have
however attached the relevant information regarding the phase 2 planning reform
ideas and there may be additional information available encourage you to make a
submission using the online survey at https://consultation.dplh.wa.gov.au/planninqreform-phase-2/.

As part of the State Government s early COVID-19 response measures, new laws
were passed by Parliament in June 2020 to rovide a temporary pathway for the
assessment and determination of significant development proposals that could
underpin local investment and create jobs. While it is acknowledged that Western
Australia is in the enviable position of having the strongest economic growth of any
State during the past year, the streamlined delivery of these significant projects will
assist in maintaining jobs and investment beyond the immediate term and remain an
important part of the State Government s economic recovery plans.
The Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) has been established as the
decision-making authority for significant development proposals. The SDAU has
been established within the Department to support the WAPC in the assessment of

Level 9, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth, Western Australia, 6005
Telephone: +61 8 6552 5500 Facsimile: +61 8 6552 5501 Email: minister.saffioti@dpc.wa.gov.au
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these applications. Significant development proposals undergo a transparent process
including rigorous assessment, design review, extensive public consultation as well

as referrals to relevant State Government stakeholders and local governments to
achieve the best outcomes for the community.

Thank you for raising this with me.
Yours sincerely

HON RITA SAFFIOTI MLA
MINISTER FOR PLANNING
Att

0 7 OCT 2021
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Overpayments of employee benefit expenses

Reference: Hansard (page 10)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A8

QUESTION
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Minister, at page 106, the statement A comprehensive income for the
department the first line is dealing with employee benefit expenses. More than $95 million was
expended there. During the reporting period, were any overpayments identified?
Ms OLIVER: I do not have the figures with me specifically around overpayments. We do maintain a
register of overpayments and put in place mechanisms to recover overpayments. I cannot give you
any specific quantum of what occurred but we can take that on notice, if the minister is happy to.
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I appreciate you will come back to us with the quantum. Are you in a position
to identify whether there were any overpayments at all?
Ms OLIVER: I am not in a position to, and I would not want to mislead the committee.
The CHAIR: That will come back in that response.

ANSWER
During the reporting period, the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage identified 19
overpayments.

In addition, two overpayments from the previous financial year (2019-20) were carried forward to the
2020-21 reporting period. This was due to the overpayments being discovered after the final pay of
the financial year was completed.
The total sum of 21 overpayments is $37,128.74.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Waste management

Reference: Hansard (page 11)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A9

QUESTION
Hon NICK GOIRAN: With respect to waste management, is that something that is a shared
responsibility or is that something that lies squarely with the department?
Mr DAVIES: Which page are you talking to?
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Perhaps I will ask you this question: is waste management addressed in the
annual report?
Mr DAVIES: I am not sure. It is not really a responsibility of our department. We have waste
management facilities on land that is managed by the department.
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Right. The reason I ask is because the Auditor General says that it is something
that should be share by all of government.

Hon SUE ELLERY: Noted.
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Further to that, Mr Chairman, the Auditor General in a report that was tabled

during the reporting period on 20 August 2020, states
There has been some progress on land use planning for waste infrastructure, as DWER has
begun working with the Department of Planning.... In December 2019, they began preparing
a planning instrument to agree on an approach, which will guide decision-making for
authorities involved in developing waste management infrastructure.
Are you in a position to give us any further information on that?

Hon SUE ELLERY: I will just see but it might be something that we have to take on notice.
Mr DAVIES: Yes.

Hon SUE ELLERY: That is something we will have to take on notice. I give an undertaking that I will
raise that with the minister.
The CHAIR: There was one question on notice we did not identify from Nick.

ANSWER
In 2019, the Western Australian Planning Commission resolved to enter into a joint project with the
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) to prepare a planning instrument to
guide land use planning decision-making for waste management. Resources were allocated from
both agencies and the project commenced.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Western Australian Planning Commission key performance indicators

Reference: Hansard (page 13)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A10

QUESTION
Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT: I would not mind a quick follow-up, thank you. Following on from the
comments around the Western Australian Planning Commission, I was hoping they would be here
actually, because one of the KPIs that are talked about on page 60 I think are really interesting. I
have feedback on those and I hope that there is some conversation between yourselves and the
WAPC on this. Again, KPIs are pushing us in the absolute wrong direction. It says
The roportion of residential lan that is zoned R40 and above that is within 400 metres of a
Major Regional Centre
Anyone who cares about planning in this state, if you do R40, it is a triplex or quadruplex block. If
that is really the ambition we trying to get around our centres, this is actually the heart of the problem.
We are setting KPIs that are asking us to carve up a city and abolish every tree on a block. All the
things that we know, in fact the really good work that is reported in here around medium density zone
codes, all the things that you want to achieve in that your KPIs are forcing you in the other direction.
It is fascinating reading this because it feels to me like there is not that linkage between what the
WAPC is trying to do and what you are trying to achieve in terms of getting good medium density in
the right locations. There is a disconnect here. I do not know if you have any comment on that, but
page 60 is the reference in the annual report.
Hon SUE ELLERY: I will turn to the Acting Director General in a moment, but in terms of comment
on government policy settings, that is best directed to me not to a public servant. You would
appreciate that I am the representative Minister. What I can do is give you an undertaking that I will

raise that with the Minister. I do note that we tried to clarify which parts you wanted at today s hearing
and the Planning Commission was not one of them. I note your comments and I will raise them.

ANSWER
This key performance indicator is used to ensure that appropriate built form is established within
proximity to major regional centres. The current State planning framework encourages good design
and built form within medium density coded areas, including those coded R40 and above, for all

building typologies including single, grouped and multiple dwellings (apartments).

Standing Commi tee on Estimates and Financial Operations

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing

Topic: Number of staff who left the Department
Refe ence: Hansard (page 15)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A11

QUESTIO
Hon NICK GOIRAN: That is okay. At page 48 there is a section in the annual report dealing
with Our People , and it talks about committing to their development, staff de elopment and
the like. It also deals with situations where people are injured and the like. Do we have any
data as to how many people left the Department during the annual reporting period?
Hon SUE ELLERY: We do not have it here, but we could take it on notice.

ANSWER
During the 2020-21 annual reporting period, a total of 100 staff left, and a total of 101 joined
the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing

Topic: Staff exit interviews
Reference: Hansard (page 16)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A12

QUESTION
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Just to provi e some context, Minister, this is not for the annual reporting
period, but it includes the first six months in the reporting period and the data I am about to provide
you is for the 18-month period that en s in December 2020. Apparently, there were 148 employees
in the Department who left and 114 contractors, which makes a total number of exits of 262.
I appreciate that you have taken on notice the data and we will get the information in due course. Is
it the case that the Department conducts exit interviews with all departing staff?
Hon SUE ELLERY: Before I see if I can provide you with an answer to the actual question, I do not
know what document you are referring to, so I cannot take that as a given, because I do not know
what you are referring to.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: That is okay.
Hon SUE ELLERY: If you are going to assert something to me, it would be helpful to me if you would
identify the document that you were referring to.
Hon NICK GOIRAN: That is the Auditor General reports that I referred to earlier.
Hon SUE ELLERY: Thank you. We are not in a position to respond them, but your question is, as I
understand it: does the Department do exit interviews? The ans er is yes.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Has that been the case throughout the reporting period?
Mr DAVIES: Yes. Sorry, no; I stand corrected.
Ms OLIVER: After that Auditor General audit report was finalised, we implemented staff exit surveys,
so they were not routinely being done at the time of that audit, but they are now routinely done.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Do we know when it began?
Ms OLIVER: We actually instated the staff exit survey whilst the Auditor General was on the
premises during the audit. It was already in our forward plan of things that we had on foot, and it is
now in place, but at the time of that audit report, they will have indicated that we are not routinely
doing staff exit audits.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Do you know when the practice began?
s OLIVER: I do not have the date of the top of my head, I am sorry.
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Minister, can you take on notice when the exit interview practice began?

ANSWER
The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage s staff exit survey came into effect on
1 May 2021. The exit surveys are voluntary and all departing staff are asked to participate.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Analysis of exit interview data

Reference: Hansard (page 16)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A13

QUESTION
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Further to that, perhaps with another number, it is one thing for the practice to
have begun but has it been implemented? I accept the evidence that has been provided that there
is a new practice in place, but has it been consistently applied?
Hon SUE ELLERY: The answer is yes, it is.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The Department has told the Auditor General that they would provide an
analysis of exit interview data and that that would be undertaken and included in the business and
corporate services report to corporate executive on a quarterly basis. Is that occurring?
Ms OLIVER: Yes.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Is that something that would be able to be made publicly available, or not?
Hon SUE ELLERY: I will take that on notice and will ask the Minister whether or not that is
appropriate.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Thank you.

ANSWER
Results and analysis from staff exit surveys by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage are
reported reguarlarly to the Corporate Executive for monitoring, and can be shared with the Office of
the Auditor General where required.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Expenditure on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill consultation and co-design
Reference: Hansard (pages 16-17)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A14

QUESTION
Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT: You may not be held to answer this. My questions are in relation to the

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill that is referred to on page 46 of the [Indistinct 11.42.55] consultation
process. I am just wondering if you know how much money was spent on the consultation process
and the co-design process for this.
Mr DAVIES: Not in here specifically. There is a difference between the consultation process and the
report compared with the co-design process, which is a result of the act coming into play.

The CHAIR: Can I just clarify that: it is as a result of the act being passed?
Mr DAVIES: Since the act has been passed, we now need to co-design a whole heap of supporting
documentation and regulations, which is different to the consultation process for the bill.

The CHAIR: I just wanted to clarify that that the consultation was pre-the bill passing.
Hon SUE ELLERY: Yes. The honourable members asking about both. One falls within the reporting
period of this annual report, one does not. I give an undertaking that I will raise both of those issues
with the relevant minister, but you might not get the part that is outside this reporting period.

ANSWER
The Department of Planning, Heritage and Lands advises:
During 2020-21, $89,638 was spent on the consultation process for the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

Bill 2021.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing
Topic: Membership of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Reference Group
Reference: Hansard (page 17)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A15

QUESTION
Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT: I note for the record that the process that was used, the consultation
process, was called a co-design process. Very often in debate on that issue it was said that it was
co-design, and it will be co-design going forward, so I use co-design purposely because that is how
was described in the parliamentary debate on many, many occasions. But I appreciate that
consultation probably is more accurate in that regard.
I appreciate that this one is totally outside the scope, but it is of interest, and feel free to not answer
it, but I have often found it very interesting that since that bill was passed, the incoming Director
General of the department will be on the reference group for the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill. Is
that normal practice? It seems like a very high-level position to go on a reference group, and referring
back to the annual report, I cannot see any other examples of that being normal practice.
Hon SUE ELLERY: Chair, a generous person like myself will say that I will raise the issue you have
raised with the relevant inister, but that goes beyond the scope of an annual report hearing.
The CHAIR: It does, and I appreciate you doing that, because I do think it is relevant in part to this
annual report because we are talking about the reference group. The composition of the reference
group is, I think, relevant, but thank you for taking that on.

ANSWER
The Reference Group appointed to oversee the co-design process for the Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Act 2021 was appointed in February 2022. Well-known Aboriginal community leaders, Ms
Merle Carter and Mr Lindsay Dean, have been appointed as the Aboriginal community
representatives on the Reference Group. While industry and government will be represented
respectively by Ms Bronwyn Bell and Mr Anthony Kannis.
As mentioned, this falls outside of the 2020-21 reporting period, however as agreed, in response to
the Member s question, the appointment of the Director General of the Department of Planning,
Lands and Heritage on the Reference Group is a recognition of the importance of the work the Group
is undertaking in providing oversight of the co-design process for the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Act 2021 supporting regulations, guidelines and key documents.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Annual Report 2020-21 Hearing

Topic: Part 17 Pathway applications
Reference: Hansard (page 20)
Question date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022
Supplementary Information No: A16

QUESTION
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am noting the time, but I have one question, or one theme, perhaps, rather
than one question. Page 97 lists the administered legislation for the department. During the last two
years, which of course includes the reporting period, some what I would describe as emergency
powers I am using that in a very broad sense have been granted by Parliament to various
elements of the executive. During the reporting period, has the Department of Planning, Lands and
Heritage been exercising any of those types of powers; that is, powers that have been specifically
drafted for what is referred to as COVID-19 purposes and woul not otherwise have been provided?
Hon SUE ELLERY: Yes, is the short answer. There was the planning reform legislation, which
somebody asked us about a bit earlier. I will see whether the Acting Director General can add some
further information.
Mr DAVIES: That is, I guess, the temporary changes or amendments to the Planning and
Development Act 2005, which were around Part 17, which was the significant development pathway,
which is set up to make the process more relevant to economic benefits for the state.
Hon NICK GOIRAN: On how many occasions during the reporting period have those—you referred
to the as temporary , which I think is a good way of describing them, so I will call them that, too—
temporary powers been used?
Mr DAVIES: During the reporting period we received 21 applications, and nine were approved.

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Is the information with regard to the nine that were approved and the 12 that
were rejected publicly available or able to be made publicly available?

Hon SUE ELLERY: I will give an undertaking to raise that with the relevant Minister.

ANSWER
During the 2020-21 reporting period, nine applications were approved and 12 had not yet been
determined.

