
Estimates and Financial Operations Committee

2020-21 Budget Estimates and 2019-20 Annual Re ort - Questions Prior to Hearing (Round 2)

Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions

The Committee asked:

1. In 2019-20, did your agency receive a qualified audit or  matter of significance' or an 'emphasis
of matter' from the Auditor General:

(a) If so, outline the reason and your plan to remedy the issue by 2020-21?

Answer: The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, which includes
the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, the Rottnest Island Authority, the Zoological
Parks Authority and the department itself, did not receive a qualified audit in 2019-20.

The department itself received a 'matter of significance' in relation to an exemption
granted by the Under Treasurer from reporting the 'Average level of visitor satisfaction
in national parks and other lands and waters' key performance indicator (KPI) for the
year ended 30 June 2020. The exemption was approved because the survey data was
deemed not to be representative of a statewide population and face to face surveys
were unable to be completed due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. The 'matter of
significance' described above is noted in the department's 2019-20 annual report.

The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, the Rottnest Island Authority and the
Zoological Parks Authority each received a 'matter of significance', and each noted it in
its 2019-20 annual report, in relation to exemptions granted by the Under Treasurer
from reporting the 'Average level of visitor satisfaction (at the respective entity)' KPI for
the year ended 30 June 2020. In all cases survey data of a standard considered
satisfactory to meet the requirements of the respective visitor satisfaction KPIs was
unable to be obtained due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. Planning is underway
and arrangements are being put in place to gather data in 2021 that meets the visitor
satisfaction KPI requirements of each entity.

2. With respect to the Voluntary Targeted Separation Scheme:

(a) Have all separations been completed; and

Answer: Yes.

(b) If not, when do you expect the remaining separations to occur?

Answe : Not applicable.

3. With respect to machinery of government changes in 2017, does your agency have fully
integrated financial, HR, administrative and IT systems:

Answer: The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, including the Botanic
Gardens and Parks Authority, the Rottnest Island Authority and the Zoological Parks Authority
have integrated HR and IT systems while operating a federated model to maintain operational
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Hon Tim Clifford MLC asked:

1. I refer to 2020-21 State Budget funding and Department management of bush forever sites:

(a) Why has no funding been allocated in this budget to the management of bush forever
sites;

(b) Why is there no mention of bush forever management in the Department's annual

report;

(c) How does the Department plan to manage bush forever sites this financial year and
over forward estimates; and

(d) In the 2019-20 financial year, how many hectares of bush forever sites were cleared?

Please detail the location and amount cleared for each site:

(i) Of the bush forever sites cleared, how many hectares were replaced? Please

detail the location and amount replaced for each site.

Tim Clifford's office has advised that they would withdraw this question; this is a matter for the

Minister for Planning.
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Hon Diane Evers MIC asked:

1. I refer to the $7.7 million funding commitment to the new Biodiversity Information Office (BIO),
assisting in the State's post-pandemic recovery by "minimising delays to major projects", and I
ask:

(a) Is the primary intent of the Biodiversity Information Office to protect biodiversity or
minimise delays to projects; and

Answer: The primary intent of the Biodiversity Information Office is to lead a culture of
shared expertise, common data standards, policies and incentives for data sharing, and
to mobilise biodiversity data to make it promptly and routinely available to all end-
users for a variety of uses. This includes support for the Department of Water and
Environmental Regulation s Environment Online initiative to improve and streamline

environmental approvals

(b) Will the State Government commit to publishing a State of the Environment Report on
a regular basis, integrating biodiversity and other information?

This part of the question has been referred to the Department of Water and
Environmental Regulation.

Minister's initials



APPENDIX B

Legislative Council Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations

Department of Biodiversity, Conser ation and Attractions
Hon Diane Evers MLC asked:

6) I refer to the $52.11 million total cost of service for Prescribed Burning and Fire Management on
page 681 (BP2), and I ask:

a) Please provide a breakdown of these costs, including how much is specifically in relation to
prescribed burning activities and how much is in relation to other fire management activities?

Answer: The estimated breakdown of the total cost of service of $52.411 million for the 2020-21
Budget Target of DBCA's Service 9 Prescribed Burning and Fire Management in the budget
estimate papers is as follows:
$27.211 million for prescribed burning activities; and $25,200 million for other fire management
activities, with both totals including allocated corporate overheads.

Answers to questions prior to hearing (round 2)

Minister s initials



Hon Tjorn Sibma MIC asked:

1. Regarding the table of details of controlled grants and subsidies on page 688, for each line item
please provide where appropriate:

(a) identify the recipient organisation;

(b) clarify if the payment is a grant or a subsidy (and in the case of a grant, is this a
competitive grant);

(c) identify the purpose of the grant/subsidy; and

(d) identify outcomes to Government for the provision of grant/subsidy?

Answer: See Attachment 1.

2. Regarding the biodiversity information office referred to at page 684 (and elsewhere), how will
the asset function and when is it intended to be fully operational:

(a) Will this be a free service or will it operate on a fee for service arrangement?

Answer: The Biodiversity Information Office is a custodian and manager of the
biodiversity data collected and used by the extended Western Australian biodiversity
community. The digital platform will capture, curate, and make publicly available
biodiversity information as well as integrate with other systems and data across
jurisdictions. The collection and curation of this data will be an extended and ongoing
exercise. There is no intention to charge end users for access to biodiversity data via
the Biodiversity Information Office.

3. Regarding the Plan for Our Parks policy referred to on page 673, I ask:

(a) How much does it cost to fund all aspects of the State's present estate of national parks,
marine parks and other conservation reserves on an annual basis;

Answer: The annual cost to fund all aspects of the State's present estate of national

parks, marine parks and other conservation reserves is approximately $167.3 million.
This excludes any allocation of corporate overheads, and also excludes any allocation
of bushfire suppression costs.

(b) Could you please itemise those costs by land holding and the nature of the expense
line (salaries/maintenance etc); and

Answer: The breakdown of the annual cost to fund all aspects of the State's present
estate of national parks, marine parks and other conservation reserves is outlined in the
table below:
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Landholding Nature of expense

Annual cost
$ million

Conservation reserves Payroll costs 60.3

Services, contracts and establishment costs 10.2

Materials, reparirs and other operationa 1 costs 11.1

Total 81.6

Marine Parks Payroll costs 10.3

Services, contracts and establishment costs 4.2

Materials, reparirs and other opera tiona 1 costs 2.7

Total 17.2

National Parks Payroll costs 41.7

Services, contracts and establishment costs 14.2

Materials, reparirs and other operationa 1 costs 12.6

Tota 1 68.6

Grand Total 167.3

(c) Is there any single point estimate for the annual running costs of the estate once the
additional five million hectares are added on?

Answer: The State Government is continuing a comprehensive consultation process
with key stakeholders, including negotiating indigenous land use agreements with
traditional owners. The outcomes of this consultation and negotiations will inform the
reserve design and timing of reserve creation, which will determine resource
requirements. Therefore an estimate is not available at this time.
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